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OF 

VIRGINIA, NEW ENGLAND, and THE SUMMER ISLES: 

WITH THE 

Names of ihc Atlventurcrs, Planttrs, and Governors, from their firft begiRniHi;, Anno ijP^, to this 
picfcut j 6 a 4 ; with the Pioceedings of ihofe fcveral Colonics, and the Accidents that beleli them 
in all tlieir Journks and Dilcoverics, 

ALSO, 

Tllfi MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THOSE COUNTRIES, THEIR COMMODITIES, 
FEOPXiEy GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMS, AND RLLIOION, YET KNOWN. 

Divided inlo Sik Books, 

By Captain John Smith, 

Sometime Governor in tliofe Countries, and Admiral of New England. 


TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND MOST NOBLE PRINCESS, THE LADY FRANCES, 
DUCHESS OF RICHMOND AND LENOX. 

May it pleafe Your Grace, 

s for the rarity and variety of the fubied, fo much more for the 
it is like to undergo, and moft of all for that great name, whereof 
ote^on, might and ought to have been clad in better robes thorny 
;an cut out in paper ornaments. But becaufe, of the moil thmgs 
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therein, I am no coiiipiler by hearfay, hut have been a real aftor ; I take myfelf to, have 
a property in them ; and therefore have bold tg challenge them to come, under 
the reach of my own rough pen. 1 hat, which halH been indured and palTed through 
with hardlhip and danger, is thereby fweetened to thg a&or, when he becometh the 
relator. I have deeply hazarded myfelf in doing and fuffering, and why fhould 1 ftick 
to hazard my reputation in recording ? He that afteih two parts is /he more borne 
withal if he come Ihort, or fail in one of them. Where fliall we look to find a Julius 
Csefar, whofe atchievements fhinc as clear in his own commentaries, as ^cy did in the 
field f 1 confefs, my hard, though able to wield a .weapon among the barbarous, yet 
well may tremble in handling a pen rmong fo many judicious.: efpecially when I am fp 
boj^ as to call fo piercing, and fo glorious an eye, as Your Grace, to view tbejCe poor 
^gged lines. 

Yet my comfort is, that heretofore honorable and virtuous ladies, and comparable 
but aUiongft themfelves,- have offered me refeue and proteftion in my greateft dangers : 
even in foreign parts, 1 have felt relief from that fcx. The beauteous Lady Tragabig- 
zanda, when I was a Have to the Turks, did all Ihe could to fecure me. When 1 over- 
came the Bafhaw of Nalbrits in Tartaria, the charitable' Lady C^llamata fupplied ray 
neceffities. In the utmofi of many extremities, that blelTcd Pokahontas, the great 
King’s daughter of Virginia, oft faved my life. When I efcaped the cruelty of pirates 
and mod furious dorms, a long time alone in a fmall boat at fe&, and driven afhore in 
France, the good lady Madam Chanoyes, bountifully aflided me. ^ 

And fo verily thefe my adventures have taded the fame influence from your gratious 
hand, which hath given birth to the publication of this narration. If therefore your 
Grace fhall deign to cad your eye on this poor book, view, I pray you, rather your own 
bounty (without which it had died in the womb) than my imperfedlions, which have no 
help but the fhrinc of your glorious name to be fheltered from cenforious condemnation. 
Vouchfafe fome glimpfe of your honourable afpefl, to accept thefe my labours ; to 
proted them under the fhadow of your excellent name : which will enable them to be 
prefented to the King’s royal Majedy, the mod admired Prince Charles, and the Queen 
of Bohemia : your fweet recommendations will make it the worthier of their good 
countenances. Aik! as all my endeavours are their due tribute : fo this page lhall 
.record to podcrity, that my fervice fhall be to pray to God, that you may dill continue 
the renowned of your fex, the mod honored of men, and the highly blefled of God. 

Your Grace’s faithful and devoted fervant, 

JOm SMIl'IL 


A PREFACE OF FOUR POINTS. 

I. THIS pltun bidory humbly fheweth the truth ; that our mod royal King James 
hath place and opportunity to inlarge his ancient dominions without wronging any 
(which is a condition mod agreeable to his mod jud and pious refolutions) : and the 
Prince His Highnefs may fee where to plant new colonies. The gaining provinces 
addeth to the King’s crown ; but the reducing heathen people to civility and true reli- 
gion, bringeth honour to the King of Heaven. If his princely wifdom and poweiful 
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* hand) ren<^ned through the world for admirable government, pleafe but to fe(nhef& 
new eftates mto order, their cofnpofure be fingular : the counfel of divers is con* 
; the general ftockis confumed; nothing but the touch .of the 'Sihg^'a facred 
faa^ can ered a mdharchy. ^ * . 

2. Moft noble Lords and worthy Gentlemen, it is your Honours that have employed 
great pahis and large expence in laying the foundation of this ftate, wherein much 
hath been buried under ground, yet Ibmething hath fprung up, and given you a 
tade of your adventures. Let no difHcultics alter your noble intentions. The adion 
is an honour to your country; and the iduc may well reimburfe you your Aims ex- 
upended. Our practices have hitherto been but edays, and su-e dill to be amended. 
Let your bounty fupply the necedities of weak bq^innings, and your excellent judg- 
ments reftify the proceedings ; the return cannot chool'e in the end but bring you 
gobd commodities, and good contentments, by your advancing (hipping and fidiing, 
fo ufeful unto our nation. 

. 3. Ye valiant and generous fpirits, perfonal podeifors of thefe new-found territo- 
ries, banifli from among you cowardice, covetoufnefs, jealoufies, and idlenefs, enemies 
to the raifmg your honours and fortunes ; virtue, induftry, and amity will make you 
good and great, and your merits live to enfuing ages. You that, in contempt of nc*cef- 
Aties, hazard your lives and eftates, employing your ftudies and labours in thefe fair 
endeavours, live and {ftofper as I deftre my foul fhould profper. 

4. For niyfelf, let emulation and envy ceafe ; I ever intended my aftions fhould 
be npnght : now my care hath been that my relations fhould give every man they 
concern their due. But had 1 not difeovered and lived in the moft of thofe parts, I 
could not poflibly have collefbed the fubftantial truth from fuch a number of variable 
relations, that would have made a volume at lead: of a thoufand fheets. Though the 
beginning may feem harfh in regard of 'the antiquities, brevity, and names, a plea- 
fanter difeourfe enfues. The ftyle of a foldier is not eloquent, but honeft and Jufti- 
Aable ; fo I defire all my friends and well-wilhers to excufe and accept it, and if any 
be fo noble as to refpeft it, he that brought New England to light, though long fince 
brought in obfeurity, he is again to be found a true lervant to all good dcfigns. 

So I ever reft yours to command, 

JOHN ShUTH. 


BOOK I. 

How ancient Authors report the New Worlds now called America, was difeovered: and 
Part thereof firjl planted by the En^lijh, called Virginia, with the Accidents and 
Proceedings of the fame. 

■pOR the ftories of Arthur, Malgo, and Brandon, that hy a thoufand years ago 
they were in the North of Amenca ; or the friar of Lynn, that by his black art went 
to the North Pole in the year 1360, in that I know them not. Let this fuffice. 

The chronicles of Wales report, that Madock, fon to Owen Quineth, Prince of 
Wales, feeing hb two brethren at debate who fhould inherit, prepared certain fhips, 
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. urith'^en and munition, and left his country to feek adventure by Tea. Leaving Ir^ 
land north, he fsuled weft till he came to ar land unsown. Returning home, and ^ 
relating what {tleafant and fruitful countries he had feen without inhabitants, and for 
what barren ground his brethren and Idndred did murder one another, he provided a 
number of mips, and got with him fuch men and women as were deftrous to live 
in quietnefs, that arrived with him in this new land in the year 1170^: left«many of 
his people there, and returned for more. But where this place was no hiftory can 
fliew. " 

The Spamards fay, Hanno, a Prince of Carthage was the firft ; and the next, 
Chriftopher Columbus, a Genoelian, whom they fent to difeover thofc unknown parts., 
1492. • 

But we find by records, Columbus ofiered his fervice in the year 1488, to King 
Henry the Seventh, and by accident undertook it for the Spaniards. In'the interim. 
King Henry gave a commiflion to John Cabot and his three fons, Sebaftian, Lewis, 
and Sautius. John and Sebaftian, well provided, fetting fail, ranged a great part pf 
this unknown world, in the year 1497. though Cdumbus had found certain ifles, 
it was 1498 ere he faw the continent, which was a year after Cabpt. Now Amcricus 
came a long time after, though the whole continent to this day is called America, after 
his name, yet Sebaftian Cabot difeovered much more than them all, for be failed to 
about forty degrees fouthward of the line, and to ' fixty-feven cowards the north ; for 
which King Henry the Eighth knighted him, and made him Grand Pilate of England. 
Being veiy aged. King Edward the Sixth gave him a penfion of 166]. 13s. 4d. yearly. 
By his diredions ' Sir Hugh Willowby was fent to find out the country of Ruflia, but 
the next year he was found frozen to death in his Ihip, and all his company. 

Mr. Martin Frobilher was fent in the year 1576, by our moft gracious Queen 
Elizabeth, to fearch for the north*weft paftage, and meta incogniia : for which he was 
knighted, honoured, and well rewarded. , 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a worthy knight, attempted a plantation in fome of thofe 
parts, uid obtained letters patent to his defire ; but with this provifo, he fhould main- 
tain poflelfion in fome of thofe vaft countries within the term of fix years. Yet wheii 
he was provided with a navy able to encounter a ling’s power, even here at home they 
fell in divifions, and fo into confufion, that they gave over the defign ere it was begun. 
Notwithftanding all this lofs, his undaunted fpirit began again, but his ileet fell with 
Newfoundland, and he periflied in his return, as at large you may read in the third 
volume of the Englifli Voyages, written by Mr. Hackluit. 

Upon all thofe relations and inducements. Sir Walter Raleigh, a noble gentleman, 
and thepin great efteem, undertook to fencf to difeover to the fouthward. And though 
his occafions and other employments were fuch he could not go himfelf, yet he pro- 
,cured Her Majefty’s letters patent, and perfuaded many worthy knights ^nd gentle- 
men to adventure with him to find a place fit for a plantation. Their proceedings 
followeth. 

The moft ftimous, renowned, and ever wonhy of all niemory, for her courage, 
learning, judgment, and virtue. Queen Elizabeth, granted her let^rs patents fo Sir 
Walter Raleigh, for the difcovering.and planting new lands and countries, not a6fually 
poflefled by any Chriftians. This patentee got to be his aftiftants Sir Richard Gren- 
vell, the valiant ; Mr. William Sanderfon, a great friend to all fuch noble and worthy 
a&ions ; and divers other gentlemen and merchants, who with all fpeed provided two- 
finatl barks well fumilhed with all neceflaries, under the command of Captain Philip 
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Mmi AaK and Captam Barlow. ' The a7th of April they fet fril from the Thames^ '^he 
loth ofiday pafled the Canaries^ and the loth of June the Weft Indiefi ; wbioh^n- 
needful foutherly coorfe (but then no better was known) occafioned them, in that fea.* 

fon much ficknefs. ^ * , 

The ad of July they fell in with the coaft of .Florida in (hoal water, where they 
felt a moft delicate fweet fmell, though they faw no land, which ere long they efpied, 
thinking it the continent : an hundred and twenty miles they failed, not finding any 
harbour. The firft that appeared with much difficulty they entered, and anchored, ' 
and after thanks to God, they went to view the next land adjoining, to take poffeffion 
d it for the Queen’s moft Excellent Majefty ; which done, they found their firft 
landing-place very fandy and low, but fo full of grapes that the very furge of the fea 
fometimes overflowed them ; of which they found fuch plenty in all places, both on 
the*fand, the green foil, and hills, as in the plains, as well on every little fhrub, as 
alfo climbing towards the tops of high cedars, that they did think in the world were 
not the like abundance. . . . ' 

We pafled by the fea-fide towards the tops of the next hills, being not high, from 
whence we might f^p the fea on both fides, and found it an ifle of twenty miles in 
length and fix in breadth, the vallies rcplenilhed with goodly tall cedars. Difcharging 
our mufquets, fuch a flock of cranes, the moft white, arofe by us, with fuch a cry, as 
if an army of men hafl fltouted altogether. This ifle hath many goodly woods, and 
deer, conies, and fowl in incredible abundance ; and, ufing the author’s own phrafe, 
the woods are not fuch as you find in Bohemia, Mufeovy, on Hircinia, barren and 
fruitlefs, but the higheft and reddett cedars of the world, bettering them of the Azores, 
Indies, or Libanus ; pines, cyprefs, faflafras, the lentilk that beareth maftic, and many 
other of excellent fmell and quality. Till the third day we faw not any of the peo< 
pie ; then in a little boat three of them appeared ; one of them went on fiiore, to whom 
we rowed, and he attended ys without any fign of fear. After he had fpoke much, 
though we underftood not a word, of his own accord he came boldly aboard us ; we 
gave him a Hurt, a hat, wine, and meat, which he liked well, and after he had well 
viewed the barks and us, he went away in his own boat, and within a quarter of a mile 
of u$y in half an hour, had loadenc his boat with fifli, with which he came again to the 
point of land, and there divided it in two parts, pointing one part to the Ihip the other 
toWhe pinnace, and fo departed. 

The next day came divers boats, and in one of them the King’s brother, with forty 
or fifty men, proper people, and ™ their behaviour very civil j his name was Granga- 
nameo, the Kin^ is called Winona, the country Wingandacoa. Leaving his boats a 
little from our Imps, he came with his train to the point: where fpreading a mat he fat 
down. Though we came to him well armed, he made figns to us to fit down w'ithout 
any fliew of fear, ftroking his head and bread;, and alfo ours to exprefs his . love. 
After he had made a long fpeech unto us, we prefented him with divers toys, which 
he kindly accepted. He was greatly regarded by his people, for none of them did fit, 
nor fpeak a word, but four, on whom we beftowed prefents alfo, but he took all from 
them, making 4igns all things did belong to him. 

The King himfelf in a conflid with a King his next neighbour and mortal enemy, 
was Ihot in two places through the body, and the thigh, yet recovered, whereby he lay 
at his chief town, fix days journey from thence. 

A day or two after (hewing them what we had, Granganameo taking moft liking to 
a pewter difli, made a hole in it, hung it about his neck for a breaft«plate, for which he 
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gave us twenty deer ikins, worth twenty crowns ; and for a-copper kettle, fifty tkinj, 
worth fifty crowns. Much other truck we had, and after two days he cam^ abQ9u*d, 
.and did eat wd drink with u’s very merrily. Not long after he brought his wife and 
children ; they were but of mean filature, but well-favoured and very bafhful ; fhe bad 
a lonj^ coat of leather, and about her privities a piece of the fame, about her forehead 
a band of white coral, and fo had her hufband, in. her cars were bracelets of pearl, 
hanging down to her middle, of the bignefs of great peas ; the reft of the women had 
pendants- of copper, and the noblemen five or fix in an ear ; his apparel as his wives, 
only the women wear thdr hair long on both Tides, and the men but on one; they are 
of colour yellow, but their hair is black, yet we faw children that had very fiiir chefnut- 
eoloured hair. • 

After that thefe women had been here with us, there came down from all parts great 
ftore of people, with leather, coral, and divers kinds of dyes, but when Granganamco 
was prefent, none durft trade but himfelf,-' and them that wore red copper on their 
heads, as he did. Whenever he came, he would fignify by fo many fires he came wjth 
fo many boats, that we might know his ftrength. Their boats are but one great tree, 
which is but burnt in the form of a trough with gins and fire, till it be as they would 
have it. For an armour he would have engaged us a bag of pearl, but we refufed, as 
not regarding it, that we might the better learn where it grew. He was very juft of 
his promife, for often we trufted him, and he woufd come \yi>hin his day to keep his 
word. He font us commonly every day a brace of bucks, conies, hares, and fifh, fome- 
times melons, walnuts, cucumbers, peas, and divers roots. This author fayetif, their 
com groweth three times in five months ; in May they fow, in July reap ; in June 
they fow, in Auguft reap ; in July fow, in Auguft reap. We put fome <^f our peas in 
the ground, which in ten days were fourteen inches high. 

I'he foil is moft plentiful, fweet, wholefome, and fruitful §f all other ; there are about 
fourteen feveral forts of fweet fwelling timber trees : the mbft p|rts of the underwood, 
bays, and fuch like : fuch oaks as we, but far greater and'better. After this acquaint- 
ance, myfelf with feven more went twenty mile into the river Occam, that runneth 
toward tne city Skicoack, and the evenmg following we came to an ifle called Roanoak, 
from the harbour 'where we entered feven leagues ; at the north end was nine houfes, 
builded with cedar, fortified round with iharp trees, and the entrance like a turnpike. 
When we came towards it, the wife of Granganameo came running out to meeLus 
(her hufband was abfent,) commanding her people to draw our boat afhore for beaung 
on the billows, others fhe appointed to carry us on their backs aland, others to bring our 
oai-s into the houfe for Healing. When we came into the other room, (for there was 
five in the houfe,) fhe caufed us to fit down by a great fire; after, took off our clothes 
and walked them, of fome our (lockings, and fome our feet in warm water, and fhe 
herfelf took much pains to fee all things well ordered, and to provide us visual. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, fhe brought us into an inner room,* where fhe 
fe( on the board (landing along the houfe fomewhat like frumenty, fodden venifon, 
and roaflcd fifh ; in like manner melons raw, boiled roots and fruits of divers kinds. 
There, drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, fometimes with fafiafras, and 
wholefome herbs, but wl^ilft the grape laftetb they drink wine. More love fhe could 
not exprefs to entertam us ; they care but only to defend themfelves from the fhort 
winter, and feed on what they find natural in fummer. In this feafting houfe was their 
idol, of whom they told us incredible things. When we were at meat two or three of 
her men came amongft us with their bows and arrows, which caufed us to take our 
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arms' in hand. She perceiving our diftruft, caufed their bows and arrows to bp t^rdjcen, 
and they beaten out m the gate :.but the evening approaching wb returned to our^at, 
wheiire at (he much grieving, brought our fupper naif-boiled, pots and all, but when 
(he %w us, but put our boat a little off from the Ihore and lie at anchor, perceiving 
our jealoufy, (he fent'divcrs men and thirty women to fit all night oh the (hore fide 
againft u^, and fent us five mats to cover us from the rain, doing all (lie could to 
perfuade us to her houfe. Though there was no caufe of doubt, we would not adven- 
ture: for on our fafety depended the voyage: but a more |pnd loving people cannot 
be. Beyond this ille is the main land and the great river Occaih, on which ftandeih a 
tpwn called Pomeiock, and fix days higher, their city Skicoak: thofe people never faw 
it, but fay tKeir fathers affirm it to be above two hours journey about. Into this river 
falleih another called Cipo, where is found many muffels wherein are pearls : likewife 
anodier river called Nomapona, on the onp fide whereof ffandeth a great town called 
Chamanock, the lord of the country is hot fubjeft to Wingandacoa. Beyond him 
another King they call Menatonon. Thefe three are in league with each otfier. 
Towards the fouth, four days journey, is Sequotan, the fouthernmoff part of Wingan- 
dacoa. . 

Adjoining to Secotan beginneth the country Fomouik, belonging to the King called 
Fiamacum, in the country Nufiok, upon the great river Neus. Thefe have mortal 
wars with Wingina, Kfiig of Wingandacoa. Betwixt Pieinacum and the lord of 
Secotan, a peace was concluded, notwithfianding there is a mortal malice in the Sccotans, 
becaule this' Piemacum invited divers men and thirty w'omen to a' feaff, and when they 
were altogether merry before their idol, which is but a mere illufion of the devil, they 
fuddenly (lew all the men of Secotan, and kept the women for their ufe. Beyond 
Roanoak are many ifles full of fruits and other natural incrcafes, with many towxis along 
the fide of the continent, t. Thofe ides lie two hundred miles in length, and between 
them and the main, a great long fea, in fome places twenty, forty, 91' fifty miles broad, in 
others more, fomewhere lefs. And in this fea arc one hundred iiles of divers bignelTes, 
but to get into it, you have but three paffages, and they very dangerous. Though this 
you fee for mod: part be but the relations of favages, bccaufe it is the firft, 1 thought 
It not atnifs to remember them as they are written by them that returned and arrived 
in England about the midfl: of September the fame y^. This difeovery was fo 
welcome'into England that it pleafed Her Majefty to call this country of Wingandacoa, 
Virginia, by which name now you are to underiland how it was planted, difiblvcd, 
reuned, and enlarged. 

The performers of this voyage were thelc following : 

Philip Amadas, ip . William Grenvill, Benjamiu Wood, "I 

Arthur Blu'low, I John Wood, Simon Ferdinimdo, f of the 

James Browewich, Nicholas Pery man, [ compah] 
Henry Greene, John Hewes, j 

Sir Richard GrenviWs Voyage to Virginia, fir Sir Walter Raleigh, 1585. 

THE 9th of April he departed from Plymouth, with feven fail : the chief men with 
him in command, were Mr. Ralph Layne, Mr. Thomas Candifh, Mr. John Arundel, 
Mr. Stukley, Mr* Bremige, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Heryot and Mr. John Clarke. The 
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141!)^ day we fell. with the Canaries, and the .7th of May with Domi^Q m ihe Weil 
IntHes; we landed at {iortorico, after with much a^o at Izabella, oif. thC ^rth ',df 
Hifpaniola, palling by many ifles. Upon.<he 20th, we fell with the main of ^ 4 oi|ffd^ 
and t^ere put in' great danger upon Cape'Fear. The 26th we anchored at 'Woconpi^ 
whisrethe Admiral had like to been call |away ; prefently we feat to Wihgina, to 
Rpanmtk, and Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Manteo a favage, and that day to 
Crooton. The i ith the General victualled for eight days, with a feleCted company 
went to the main, and difijpvered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafoogoc, Secotan, and the 
great lake called Paquipe. At Aquafcogoc the Indians Itole a lilver cup, wherefore wq 
burnt the town and fpoiled their com, fo returned to our fleet at Tocokon. Whence 
we wayed for Hatoralk, where we relied, and Granganumeo, King Wingiha’s brother, 
with Manteo, came aboard our Admiral, the Admiral went for Weapomnok, and 
Mr. John Arundel for England. Our General in his way home took a rich laden 
ihip of 300 tons, with which he arrived at Plymouth the iSth of September, 1585. ' 

Thefe were left under the command of Mr. Ralph Layne to inhabit the country, but 

they returned within a year. 

Philip Amidas, Admiral Mr. Kendall Mr. Allen 

Mr. Thomas Heryot Mr. Gardiner Mr* Michael PolHfon 

Mr. Adon Mr. Predeox ^r. Thomas Bockner 

Mr. Stafford Mr. Rogers Mr. James Mafon 

Mr. Thomas Luddington Mr. Harvy Mr. David Salter 

Mr. Marvyn Mr. Snelhng Mr. James Skiimer. 

Captain Vaughan Mr. Antony Ruffe ^ 

With divers others, to the number of 108. 

Touching the moll^remarkable things of the country, and oi|r proceeding from the 
xyth of Augull 1585, till the i8th of June 1586, wq made Roanoack our habitation* 
The utmoft of our difeovery fouthvirard was Secotan, as we elleemed 80 leagues from 
Roanoacke. The palTage from thence was thought a broad found within the main» 
bdng without kenning of land, yet full of flats and Ihoals that our pinnaffe could not 
pafs, and we had but one boat with four oars, that would carry but fifteen men with 
thdk provifions for feven days : fo that betaufe the winter approached W'e left thofe 
difeoveries dll a llronger fupply. To the northward, our farthefl was to a town of the 
Chefapeaks, from Roanoack 130 miles. The paffage is very lhallow and dangerous 
by reafon of the breadth of the found, and the little fuc^ur for a florm, but this 
territory being 15 miles from the fhore, for plealantnefs of feat, for temperature 
of climate, fertility of foil, and commodidesof the fea, befidesbears good woods, faxefras, 
walnuts, &c. is not to be excelled, by any other whatfoever. 

There be fundry other lungs they call Weroances as the Mangoacks, Trypaniks and 
O^pofians, which came to vilit us. * 

To the north'Well our fartheil was Chawonodk from Roanoack, 130 miles; our paffage 
lieth through a broad found, but all frelh water, and the channel nayigable for a ihip, 
but out of it full of fhoals. 

The towns by the way by the wat^, arePaflaquenock the womens* town, Chepanoc, 
Weapomeiok ; from Mufeamunge we enter the river and jurifdi^on of Chawonock, 
there it beginn^h to ftraiten, and at Chawonock it is as Thames at Lambeth : betwixt 
tl^ as we paff^ is goodly high land on the left habd, and there is a town called 

Ohanock, 
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Ohsmocl6k tvhprte js a great coni field, it is fubjeift to Chawondck, whkfr is the grelt^ 
provinco upon jthe- river, atid the^own itfelf can put feven hundred men into the. field, 
befito the forces irf the reft. The king is lame, but hath more underftandbg than 

■ 4he rivCT of Moatoc is more famous than all the reft, and openeth into the fpnnd 
of Weapoitoriok,and -where there is but a very fmall current in Chawonock, it hafti fo 
ftrong a current from the fouth-weft, as we doubted how to row againft it. Strange' 
things they report of the head of this river, and of Moratoc Ufelf, a principal town on 
it, and is thirty or forty days journey to the h^d. This lame king is called Menatonon. 
When I had him prifoner two days, he told me that thnpe days journey in a canoe up 
the river Chawonock, then landing and going foiir days journey north-eaft, there is a 
king whofe country Heth on the fea, but his beft place of ftrength is an ifland in a ba^ 
envimned with deep water, where be taketh that abundance of pearl, that ngt only his 
fains, and his hoblos, but alfo his beds and houfes are gamiflied therewith.' This kipg 
was at Chawonock two years ago to trade with black pearl, his worft fort whereof I 
had a rope, but they were nought ; but that king he fayeth hath ftore of white, and 
had traffickwith white .men, for whom he refeued them; he promifed me giudes to 
him, but advifed me to go ftrong, for he wm unwilling ftrangers Ihould come in his 
country, for his country is populous and valiant men. If a fupply had come in April, 

I refolved to have fant & fmall bark to the northward to have found it, whilft I with 
fmall boats and noo men, would have gone to the head of the river Chawonock, with 
fufficieiA guides by land, infconfing myfelf every two days, where I would leave 
garrifonsror ray retreat till I came to this bay. 

° Very near ppto it is the river of Moratoc, direftly from the weft, the head of it 

* fpringeth out of a main rock, which ftandeth fp near the fea, that in ftorms the fea 
beats over it into this frelh, fpring, that of itfelf at the furfis a vblent ftream. I 
intended wiA two wherries and forty perfons to have Menatonom foon for guide, to 
try this prefently, till 1 could m|pt with fome of the Moratocks, or Mangodks, but 
hoDine of getting more viduals fr^ the favages, we as narrowly efcaped ftarving in 

tba^ifcoveryasevcrmendid. 

ForPemiffapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Grangahanieo, had given both the Chawonefts, and Mangoaks word of my purpofe: 
alfo he told me the Chawonocks had aflembled two or three thouiknd to affault me at 
Roanock, urging me daily to go againft them, and them againft us ; a great affembly I 
found at my coming thither, which fudden approach did fo difmay them, that we had 
the better of them ; and thfe confederacy againft us was procured by Pemiflapanthim- 
fclf our chief friend we trufted ; he fent word alfo to the Moratocks and the Mangoaks, 

I came to invade them, that they all fled up into the high country,fo that where I aiTured 
myfelf both of fuccour and provifion, I found all abandoned. But being thus far on 
my journey iSo miles from home, and but viftuals for two days, befides the cafualties 
of crofs winds, ftorms, and the favages treachery, though we intended no hurt to any : ' 
I gave my company to underftand we were only drawn forth upon thefe vain hopes by 
the favages to bmg us to confufion : a council we held, to go forward or return, 
but they all were abfolutely refolved but three, 'that whilft tliert was but one pint of 
corn for a roan, they would not leave the fearch of that river ; for they had two 
maftiff dog** which boiled with faffafiras leaves (if the worft feH out) upon them, and 
the pottage thw would live two days, which would bring them to the Sound, where they 
fitbuld find ^ for two days more to pafs it to Roanock, which two days they ha^ 
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rattier fad than go back a-foot till they had feen the Mangoaks dth^ as fHends or 
foes. , c * .. 

.Though I did forcfee the danger and mifery, yet the delire I had to fee the Mangdaks 
was, for that there is a province called Chaunis Temoatan, frequented by them and 
well known to all thofe countries, where is a mine of copper they call Wa&dor ; th^ 
fay they take it out of a river that falleth fwiftly from high rocks in Iballo^ water, in 
great bowls, covered with leather, leaving a part open to receive the metal, which by 
the change of the colour of the water where the fpout falleth, they fuddenly chop' down, 
and have the bowl full, which they call into the lire; it prefently meltetb, and doth 
yield in five parts at the firlt t^elting two parts jnetal for three of ore. 'J^he Mangoaks 
have filch plenty of it, they beautify their houfes with great plates thereof : thiV 
the favages report ; and young Skiko the king of Chawonock*s fon, my prifoncr, that 
had bcenjprifoner among the Mangoaks, but never at Chaunis Temoatan, for h^ faid 
that was tw^ty days journey overdand from the Mangoaks. /' 

• Mehatonon alfo confirmed all this, and promifed me guides to this metal country ; 
by land to the Mangoaks is but one day’s journey, but feven by water, which made me 
lb willing to have met them for fome alfay of this metal : but when we came there 
we found no creature, only we might fee where had been their fires. After 
our two days journey, and our victuals Tpent, in the evening we heard fome call as we 
thought Manteo, udio was with me in the boat ; this made ul glad ; he made them a 
friendly anfwer, which they anfwered .with a fong, we thought for welcome^ but he 
told us they came to fight. Prefently they did let fly tlieir arrows about the,boat, but 
did no hurt, the other boat fcourmg the fliore we landed : but they all were fled, 

, and how to find them we knew not. So the next morning we returned to the mouth of . 
the river, that coH us four days rowing up, and here our dogs’ pottage flood us in good 
ilead, for we had nothing elfe : the next day we failed being wind-bound, and could not 
pafs the Sound, but die day foliowingwe came to Chippanum, where the people were fled, 
but their wires afforded us filh : thus being near rpmt,.the next day God brought us to 
Roanock. I conclude a good mine, or the South-Tea will make this country quickly 
inhabited, and fo for pleuure and profit comparable with any in the world: otherwile 
there will be nothing worth the fetching. Provided there be found a better harbour 
then yet there is, which mull be northward if there be any. Mr. Vaughan no lefs hoped 
of the goodnefs of the mine, then Mr. Heriotthat the river Moratock’s head, either rifeth 
by the Bay of Mexico, or very near the South Sea, or fome part that openeth near the 
fame, which cannot vnth that facility be done as from the Bay of Pearls, by mfconcing 
four^idays journey to the Chawonocks, Mangoaks, and Moi^tocks, &c. 

The Confpiracy of Femjfapan ; the Difeovery of it ; and our Return for England with 

Francis Drake, 

ENSENORE, a favage, father to PemilTapan, the bell friend we had alter the 
death of Granganimeo, when 1 was in thofe difeoveries, could not prevail any thing 
with the King from dellroying us, that all this time God had preferved, by his good 
counfel to the King tp be friendly unto us. Pemiflapan thinking as the brute was in 
this laft journey we were llain and llarvedy began to blafpheme our God that would 
fuffer it, and not defend os, fo that old Enfenore had no more credit for us ; . for he 
' be^ by all the devices he could to invade .us. But in the beginning of this brute, 
when they law us all return, .the report falfe^ and had Manteo, and three fiiVages meste 
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With us,^ how little we efte^ed all the people we met, and feared ndthor hanger, 
killing, or anything, and had*brought their greateft king's fon prifoner with, us to 
Roanock, it a little affoaged all his devifes, and brought Ehfenore in refped ag^, 
that Our God was good, and we their fiiends, and our foes ihould perifli, for we 
could do them more hurt being dead, than living, and that being an hundred miles 
from them, (hot, and ftruck them fickto death, and that when we die it is but for a 
time, then we return aj^ain. But that which wrought the moft fear among them, was 
the handy-work of Almighty God., For certain days after my return, Menatonon fent 
meflengers to me with pearl, and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke, to yield himfelf 
lih'vant to the Queen of England. Okifco, with twenty-four of his principal men, came 
to Pemiffapan, to acknowledge this duty and fubjedtion, and would perform it. All 
which fo changed the heart of Pemiflappan, that upon the advice of EnfenorcT, when 
we were ready to famifh they came and made us wires, and planted thrir fiel^ th^ 
intended to abandon, (we not having one corn till the next harvefl; to fuftain us.) This 
being done, our old friend Enfenore died the twentieth of April ; then all our elfe- 
mics wrought with Pemiflapan to put in practice his devifes, which he ealily em- 
braced, though they had planted com by us, and at Dafamonpeack, two leagues from 
us : yet they got Okifco our tributary, to get feven or eight hundred, (and the Man- 
doages, with the Chifapeans, fhould do the like,) to meet (as their cultom is,) to 
folemnize thg funeral of Enfenore : half of whom Ihould lie hid, to cut off the 
ftragglers feeking crabs and proviiion ; the reft come out of the main upon the fignal 
by fire. Twenty of the principal ofPemiffapan's men had charge in the night to befet 
my houfe, put fire in the reeds that covered it, which might caufe me run out fo 
naked and amazed, they might without danger knock out my brains. The fame 
order for Mr. Heriots, and the reft ; for all Ihould have been fired at an inftant. 
In the mean time they Ihould fell us nothing, and in the night fpoil our wires, to make 
neceffity difperfe usj for if 'we were but ten together, a hundred of them would 
not meddle with us. So our fitmine increafed ; I was forced to fend Captain Stafford 
to Croaten, with twenty, to feed himfelf, and fee if he could efpy any fail pafs the 
coaft ; Mr. Predeox with ten, to Hataraik, upon the fame occafion ; and other fmall 
parties to the main to live upon roots and oyfters. 

Pemiffapan fequeftering himfelf, I Ihould not importune him for victuals, and to 
draw his troops, found not the Chawonefts fo forward as he expeded, being a j)eople 
' more faithful and powerful, and defired our friendihip, and was offended with him for 
raifing fuch tales, and all his projeCls were revealed to me by Skico my prifoner ; who, 
finding himfelf as well ufed by me as Pemiffapan, told me all. Thefe troubles caufed 
me to fend to Pemiilapan, to put fufpicion in his head, I was to go prefently to Croa- 
tan to meet a fleet coming to me, though I knew no fuch matter ; and that he would 
lend me mefl to fifli and hunt. He fent me word he would come himfelf to Roanock, 
but delaying time eight days, that all his men were there to be affembled ; not Hiring 
fo much company, I refolved the next day to go vifit him, but firft to give them in the 
ifle a canvilado, and at an inftant to feize on all their canoes about theUle; but the 
town took the alarm before I meant it ; for when I fent to take the canoes, he met one 
going from the fliore, overthrew her, and cut off two favages'heads^ whereupon the 
cry arbfe, being by their fpies perceived, for they kept as good watch over us, asAve 
of them. Upon this they to their bows, imd we to our arms ; three or four of them 
^ at the firft were flain, the reft fled into the woods. The next morning I went to Daffa- 
monpeack, and fent Pemiffapan word I was going to Croatan, and took him in my way 
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to confiplain Ofocofi would have ftole my prifoner Skico^ ^ Hereupon he did abidq my 
coming ; and being among dght of the principal* I gave the watciv-word. to my 
men, and immediately they had that they purpoied for us ; himfelf being (hot through 
with a piftol, felldownas dead, but prefently darted up and ran away from thenf’ all, 
till an Iridi boy ihot him over the buttocks, where they took him and c;ut off his 
head. 

Seven days after Captain Stafforton fent to me, he deferied twenty^three (ail. The 
next day came to me himfelf, (of whom I mufl: fay this, from the firft to the laft, 
he neither fpared labour or peril, by land or fea, fair weather or foul, to perform any 
ferious fervice cornmitted to him.) He brought me a letter from Sir Francis Drakf, 
whofe generous mind offered to fupply all my defetls, of {hipping, boats, munition, 
victuals,' cloaths, and men, to further this adlion ; and upon good confultation ,and 
deliberation, he appointed me a (hip of feventy tons, with an hundred men, and four 
months viduals, two ^nnaces, four fmall boats, with two fufEcient mafters, with 
futicient gangs. All this being made ready for me, fuddenly arofc fuch a ftorm for 
four days, that bad like to have driven the whole fleet on fhore ; many of them were 
forced to the fea, whereof ray fliip fo lately given me was one, \vith all my provifiott 
and company appointed. 

Notwithftanding, the ftorm ccafing, the General appointed mu u fhip of one hundred 
and feventy tons, with all provifions as before, to carry me into England the next 
Auguft, or when 1 had performed fuch difeoveries as I thought fit. Yet they durlt 
not undertake to bring her into the harbour, but Ihe muft ride in the road, leaving the 
care of the reft to myfelf, advifing me to coiifider with my company what was fitteft, 
and with my beft fpeed return him anfwer. 

Hereupon, calling my company together, who were all as privy of the General's 
offer as myfelf ; their whole requeft was, (in regard of all thofe former miferics, and 
no hope of the return of Sir Richard Grenvill,) and Hvith a general confent, they 
defired me to urge him, we might all go with him for England in his fleet, for 
whofe relief in that ftorm he had fuftain^ more peril of wreck, than in all his ho- 
nourable actions againft bis enemies. So with praifes to God we fet fail in June 1536,^ 
and arrived in Pcirtfniouth the 27th of July the fame year, leaving this remembrance 
to pofterity. 

To reafon lend me thine attentive cars, 

Exempt thyfelf from mind-diJlrading carea : 

Lcil tiiat’s here thus projedled for tb}Mgood, 

13y thee rejedted be^ ere underllood. 

Written by Mr. Ralph Layne, Governor. 


The Obfervations of Mr. Thomas Heriot in this VoyagCy for Merchandife and ViSluals. 

WHAT before is writ is alfo confirmed by that learned mathematician Mr. 'I'homas 
Heriot, with them in the country, whofe particular, relation of all the beafts, birds, 
fifhes^ fowls, fruits, and '’roots, and how they may be ufeful > becaufe I have writ it 
before, for the moll: part, in the difeourfe of Captain Amidas, and . Captain Layne, 
except filk-grafs, worm>filk, flax like hemp, allum, wapeith, or terra figillata, tar, 
lofin, and turpentine, civet-cats, iron ore, copper that held filver, coprofe and pearl : 
let thofe briefs fuffice, becaufe I would not trouble you with one thing twice. 
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For dyes, ihumackj the herb vafebur, little roots called chapacor, an^ the 
bark of* a tree, called by the ifthabitants tangomockonorainge, which are ibr divers 
forts of red. 

What more then is related is an herb, m Dutch called melden, defcribed like an 
orange, gfowing four feet high ; the feed will make good broth, and the ftalk, humt to 
afhes, makes a fond of fait ; other fait they know not, and we ufed of it for pot-herbs. 
Of their tobacco we found plenty, which they efteem their chief phyfic. 

Ground-nuts, tifwaw we call China roots ; they grow in clufters, and bring forth a 
bryer ftalk, but the leaf is far unlike, which will climb up to the top of the higheft 
tfee ; the ufo known is to cut it in fmall pieces, then flamp and ftrain it with water, 
and t>oiled makes a jelly good to eat. Caflavia grows in marfhes, which the Indians 
oftgi ufe for bread and broth. Habafcon is like a parfnip, nought of itfelf, except com- 
pounded ; and their leeks like thofe in England. 

Sequenummener, a kind of berry like capers, and three kinds of berries like acorns, 
called fagatamenor, ofamenor, and pummuckoner. 

Saquenuckot and maquowoc, two kind of beafls, greater than conies, and very 
good meat ; in fom<* places, fuch plenty of grey conies, like hares, that all the people 
make them mantles of their (kins. 1 have the names of 28, feveral forts that are dif- 
perfed in the country ; ^f which, 12 kinds we have difeovered, and good to eat ; but 
the favages fometimes kill a lion and eat him. 

Tln^e is plenty of fturgeon in February, March, April, and May ; all herrings in 
abundance ; fomefuch as ours, but the moll part of 18, 20, or 24 inches long, and 
more. Trouts, porpoifes, rays, mullets, old wives, plaice, tortoifes, both by fea and 
land ; crabs, oyilers, mufcles, fcalops, pcrriwinkles, crevices, fecanank : we have the 
pidures of twelve forts more, but their names we know not. 

Turfoes, flock-doves, partridges, cranes, hems, fwans, geefe, parrots, falcons, 
merlins; I have the names Jin thdr language, of eighty-fix feveral forts. Their 
woods are fuch as ours in England for the moft part, except rakeock, a great fweet 
tree, whereof they make their canoes; and afeopo, a kind of tree like laurel and 
falTafras. 

Their Natures and Manners . Their clothing, towns, houles, wars, arts, tools, 
handicrafts, and educations, are much like them in that part of Virginia we now in- 
habit : which at large you may read in the defer^tbn thereof ; but the relation of 
their religion is ftrange, as this author reporteth. 

Some religion they have, which, although it be far from the truth, yet being as it is, 
there is hope it may be eafier reformed. They believe there are many gods, which 
they call mantoac, but of different forts and degrees. Alfo that there is one chief god, 
that hath been from all eternity, who, as they fay, when he purpofed firft to make the 
world, made firit other gods of a principal order, to be as inftruments to be ufed in the 
creation and government to follow ; and after, the fun, moon, and liars, as petty gods ; 
and the inftruments of the other order more principal. Firft, they fay, were made 
waters, out of which, by the gods, were made all diverfity of cr^tures tut are vifible 
or invifible. 

For mankind, they (ay, a woman was made firft, which by th*e working of one of the 
gods, conceived and brought forth children ; and fo they had thrir beginning, but hovr 
many years or ages fince, they know not, having no records, but only tra^ion from 
father to fon. 

They think that all the gods are of human fhape, and therefore reprefent them by 
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imagea, in the forms of men, vrhich they call kewafowok $ one alone is called kev^fit ; 
them they place in their temples, where they worlhip, pray, fing, and make many 
offerings. The common fort think them alfo gods. 

They believe the immortality of the foul, when life departing from the body;* ac- 
cording to the good or bad works it hath done, it is carried up to the tabernacles of the' 
gods, to perpetual happinefe, or to popoguflb, a great pit, which they think to be at 
the furtheft parts of the world, where the fun fets, and there bum continually. 

To confirm this, they told me of two men that had been lately dead, and revived 
agsun ; the one happened but few years before our coming into the country, of a bad 
man, which being dead and buried, the next day the earth over him being feen tb 
move, was taken up, who told them his foul was very near entering into popoguffo, 
had not one of the gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, to teach .bis 
friends what they Ihould do to avoid fuch torment. The other happened the fame 
year we were there, but lixty miles from us, which they told me for new's ; that one 
being dead, buried, and taken up, as the firft, fbewed, that although his body bad lain 
dead in the grave, yet his foul lived, and had traveil^ far in a long broad way, on 
both fides whereof grew more fweet, fair, and delicate trees and Truits, th:m ever he 
had feen before ; at length, he came to moff brave and finr houfes, near which he met 
his father, that was dead long ago, who gave him charge to go back, to (hew his friends 
what good there was to do, to enjoy the pleafures of that place ; which when he had 
done, he (hould come again. , 

What fubtlety foever be in the weroances and priells, this opinion worketh fo much in 
the common fort, that they have great refped to their governors ; and as great care 
to avoid torment after death, and to enjoy blifs. Yet they have divers forts of punifh* 
ments, according to the offence, according to the greatnefs' of the fad. And this is 
the fum of their religion, which 1 learned by having fpecial fan^jliarity with their 
priefts, wherrin they were not fo fure grounded, nor ga^e fuch credit, but through 
converiing with us, they were brought into great doubts of their own, and no fmall 
admiration of ours ; of which many dcfired to learn more than we had means, for 
want of utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Moff things they faw with us, as mathematical inffrumoits, fea-compaffes, the virtue 
of the loadftone, perfpedive glaffes, burning glaffes ; clocks to go of themfelves ; 
books, writing, guns, and fuch like, fo far exceeded their capacities, that they thought 
they were rather the works of god than men ; or at lead the gods had taught us how 
to make them, which loved us To much better than them ; and caufed many of them 
to give credit to what we fpoke concerning our God. In all places where I came, I 
did my beft to make his immortal glory known. And I told them, although the bible 
1 (hewed them contained all, yet of itfelf it was not of any fuch virtue as 1 thought they 
did conceive. Notwithftanding many would be glad to touch it, to kifs, aflid embrace 
it, to hold it to their breads, and heads, and ffroke all their body over with it. 

I'he Kin^ Wingina where we dwelt, would oft be with us at prayer. Twice he 
was exceeding fick and like to die. And doubting of any help from his priefts, think- 
ing he was in fuch danger for offending us and our God, fent for fome of us to pray, 
and be a means to our G^, he m^ht live with him after death. And fo did many 
others in the like cafe. One other ftrange accident (leaving others) will 1 mention 
before I end j which moved the whole country that either knew or heard of us, to 
bave us in wonderful admiration. 

There was no town where they bad pra^fed any villainy againft us (we leaving it 
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unpuRi&ed, becaufe we fought by all polEhle means to win them by gentlenefs)*but 
within a few days after our departure, they began to die ; in fome towns twenty, in 
fome forty, in fome fixty, and in one an himdred and twenty, which was very many 
in refped; of their numbers. And this happened in no place (we could levn) where 
we had b^, but where they had ufed fome pradice to betray us. And this difeafe 
was fo ftrange, they neither raew what it was, nor how to cure it ; nor had they known 
the like time out of mind ; a thing fpecially obferved by us, as alfo by themfelves, in 
fo much that fome of them who were our friends, efpecially Wingina, had obferved 
fuch efie^s in four or five towns, that they were perfuaded it was the work of God 
through our ■means : and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would, without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon, when they had any underfianding 
that;any of their enemies abufed us in our journies, they would intreat us, we would 
be a means to our God, that they, as the others that had dealt ill with us, might die 
in like fort : although we fhewed them their requefts were ungodly, and that our God 
w&uld not fubjeft himfelf to any fuch requefis of men, but all things as he pleafed came 
to pafs : and that we to ihew ourfelves his true fervants, ought rather to pray for the 
contrary : yet becaufe the efle£t fell out fo fuddenly after, according to their defires, 
they thought it came to pafs by our means, and would come give us thanks in their 
manner, that though fatisfied them not in words, yet in deeds we had fulfilled their 
defires. 

Thi| marvellous accident in all the country wrought fo flrange opinions of us, that 
they could not tell whether to think us gods or men. And the rather that all the fpace 
of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours known to die, or much fick. They noted 
alfo we had no women, nor cared for any of theirs: fome therefore thought we were 
not bom of women and therefore not mortal, but that we were men of an old gene- 
ration many years paft, and rifen again from immortality. Some would prophefy there 
were more of our generation ^61 to come, t6 kill theirs and take their places. Thofe 
that were to come after us they imagined to be in the air, yet invifible and without 
bodies : . and that they by our intreaties, for love of us, did make the people die as they 
did, by Ihooting invifible bullets into them. 

To confirm this, their phyficians to excufe their ignorance in curing the difeafe, 
would make the fimplc people believe, that the llnngs of blood they fucked out of the 
fick bodies, were the firings wherein the invifible bullets were tied, and cafi. Some 
thought we ihot them ourfelves from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people 
that had offended us, as we lified*, how far difiant foever. And others faid it was the 
fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we had caufe in fome fort to think no lefs, 
whatfoever fome do, or may imagine to the contrary ; efpecially fome afirologers by 
the eclipfe of the fun we faw that year before our voyage, and by a come: which began 
to appear but a few days before the ficknefs began : but to exclude them fi^im being 
the fpecial caufes of fo fpecial an accident, there are farther reafons than I think fit to 
prefent or allege. 

Thefe their opinions J have fet down, that you may fee there is hope to embrace the 
truth, and honor, obey, fear and love us, by good dealing and government : though 
fome of our company towards the latter end, before we caifie away vdth Sir Francis 
Drake, (hewed themfelves too furious in flaying fome of the peojde in fome towns, 
upon caufes that on our part might have been borne with more mildnefs } notwith* 
Handing they jufily had deferved it. The befi neverthdefe in this, as in all a£tion^ 
befides, is to 1^ endeavoured and hoped ; and of the word that may happen, notice 
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to he taken wl{hconfideration ; and as much' as maybe efchewed ; the better to^lure 
them hereaftesr to civility and Cbriftianity. Thus yo6 may fee 

How 

Nature herfelf <klights herfelf in fundry InUminentSt 

That fdixlry things be done to deck the earth with Ornaments ; 

Nor fafiets (he her fenranta all (honld run one race, 

But wills the walk of every one frame in a divers pace ; 

That divers ways and divets works, the world might better grace. 


Written by Thomas HbrIot, one of the voyage. 


How Sir Richard Grenvill went to relieve them, 

IN the year of our Lord 1 586, Sir Walter Raleigh and his alTociates prqiared a fliip 
of a hundred tons, freighted plentifully of all things neceflary ; but before they fet fail 
from England it was Eafter. And arriving at Hatorafk, they after Ibme time fpent in 
feeking the colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned with all the pro- 
vilion again to England. 

About fourteen or fifteen days after, Sir Richard Grenvill, accompanied with three 
fhips well appointed, arrived there: who not finding the aforefaid fhip according to 
his expedfation, nor hearing any news of the colony there feated, and left by him as is 
fiud 1 585, travelling up and down tofeek them, but when he could hear no news of 
them, and found their habitation abandoned, unwilling to lofe the poireflion of the 
country, after good deliberation he landed fifty men in the ifleof Roanoak, plentifully 
fumifhed with all manner of provifion for two years, and fo returned for England. , 
Where many began ftrangely to dcfcanbof thofe crofs beginnings, and him j which 
caufedme to remember an old faying of Euripides. 

Who broacheth ought that's new, to fools untaught, 

Himfelf fliall judged be unwlfe, and good for nought. 

Three Ships more fent to relieve them by Mr. White, 

^ WE went the old courfe by the Weft Indies, andSimon Ferdinando our continual 
pilot miftaking Virginia for Cape Fear, we fidled not much to have been caft away, 
upon the conceit or our all-knowing Ferdinando, had it not been prevented by the 
vigilance of Captain Stafford. Weeame to Hatorafk the aad of July,.and with forty 
of our beft men, intending at Roanoack to find the fifty men left by .Sir Richard 
Grenvill. But we found nothing but the bones of a man, and where the plantation 
had been the houfes unhurt, but overgrown with weeds, and the fort defiiced, which 
much perplexed us. 

By die hiftory it feeras Simon Ferdinando did what he could to bring this voyage to 
confufion ; but yet they all arrived at Hatoraik. They repaired the old houl^ at 
Roanoack, and Mr. George How, one of the council, ftraggling abroad, was ilain by 
the^vages. Not long after Mr. Stafibrd, with twenty men, went .to Croatan with 
Nbnteo,. whole friends dwelt there : one of whom we thought to have fome news of 
•ur fifty men. They at firft made Ihew to fight, but when th^ heard Manteo, they 
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threw t^way armsi and< were faiends, and dcfired there mighii be a toh^ giii^4to 
be known by, left we might hurt them by mifprifion, as the year before one had been 
«by Mr.'Xayne, that was eve;* their friend, and there prefent yet lame. 

The next day we had conference with them concerning the people of JSecotan, 
Aquafcogoc, and Pomeiok, willii^ them of Croatan to fee if they would accept our 
friend{hip,*and renew our old acquaintance : which they willingly embraced, and pro* 
mifed to bring their King and governors to Roanoack, to conbrm ir. We alfo under- 
ftood that Mr. Howe was llain by the men of Wingina, of DafTamonpeak : and by them 
of Roanoack, that the fifty men left by Sir Richard Grenvill, were liiddenly fet upon 
by three hundred of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daflamonpeak. Firft they intruded 
themfelres airibng eleven of them by friendlhip, one they flew, the reft retiring to their ^ 
houfes, they fet them on fire, that our men with what came next to hand were forced 
to make their paflage among them ; where one of them was Ihot in the mouth, .and 
prefently died, and a favage flain by him. On both Tides more were hurt ; but our 
mep retiring to the water fide, got their boat, and ere they had rowed a quarter of ’a 
mile towards Hatoralk, they took up four of their fellows, gathering crabs and' oyfters: 
at laft they landed on a little ifle by Hatorafk, where they rem^ed awhile, but 
after departed they knew not whither. So taldngour leaves of the Croatans, we came 
to our fleet at Hatoraik. 

The governor having long expeded the King and governors of Pomeiok, Secotan, 
Aquafcogoc, and Daflamonpeak, and the feven days expired, and no news of them, 
being alfo informed by thofe of Croatan, that they of Daflamonpeak flew Mr. Howe, 
and were at the driving our men from Roanoack, he thought no longer to defer the re- 
venge. Wherefore about midnight, with Captain Sta&rd, and twenty-four men, 
whereof Manteo was one, for our guide, (that behaved himfelf towards us as a moft 
ftuthful Englifliman) he fet forward. 

The next day by break of day we landed, and got beyond their houfes, where feeing* 
them fit by the fire we aflaultea them. The miferable fouls amazed fled into the reeds, 
where one was fliot through, and we thought to have been fully revenged, but we 
were deceived, for they were our frirads come |rom Croatan to gather their corn, • 
becaufe they underftood our enemies were fled after the death of Mr. Howe, and left 
all behind them for the birds. But they had like to have pmd too dear for it, had we 
not chanced upon a Weroances wife, with a child at her back, and a lavage that knew 
Captain Stafford, that ran to him, calling him by his name. Being thus dikppointed of 
our purpofe, we gathered the fruit we found ripe„ left the reft unfpoiled, and took 
Menatonon his wife, with her chifd, and the reft with us to Roanoack. Though this 
miftake grieved Manteo, yet he imputed it to their own folly, becaufe they had not 
kept promifeto come to the governor at the day appointed. The 13th of Auguft our 
favage Manteo Was chriftened, and called Lord of Daflamonpeak, in reward of his ' 
faithfulnefs. * And the 1 8th, Ellinor the governor’s daughter, and wife to Ananiga 
Dare, was delivered of a daughter in Roanoack ; which being the firft Cbriftian there 
bom, was called Virginia. 

Our ihips being ready to depart, fiich a ftonfi arofe, as the admiral was forced to cut 
her cables : and it was fix days ere (he could recover the fliore, tjiat made us doubt (he 
had been loft, becaufe the meft of her beft men were on Ihore. At this time contra- 
verfiesdidgrowbetwixtour governor and the afliftants, about choofing one of them 
twelve to go as laHor for them all to England ; for allrefufed iaveoiie, whom all men 
thought moft ipfuflicient : the conclufion was by a general confent, they would have the 
governor go himfelf, for that they thought none would fo truly procure their fupph’es 
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as he; Whith, though he'did what he could to excofe iti*^t th& importunity would 
not c^fe till Re undertook it, and had it under all tReir hands how unwiirmg he was, 
but that neceflity and reafbn did doubly conftrain him. At their fetting fail for England, ' 
wdghing- anchor, twelve of the men in the fly-bpat were thrown from the capfterh, by 
the breaking of a bar, andmoft of them fo hurt that fome never recovered it. The 
fecond time they had the like fortune, being but fifteen, they cut the cable and kept 
company with their admiral to Flowres and Coruos ; the admiral flayed there looking 
for purchafe : but the fly.boats men grew fo weak they were driven to Smerwick in the 
weft of* Ireland. The governor went for England ; and Simon Ferdinando with much 
ado atlaft arrived at Portfmouth 1587. 

The names of thofe landed in this plantation were, 

John White, Governor, Chriftopher Couper,. Dionis Harvie, 

Roger Bayley, Thomas Stevens, Pf^t, 

Ananias Dare, John Samfon, George How, 

Simon Ferdinando, Thomas Smith, Anthony Cage. 

With divers others to the number of about 115. 

The Fifth Voyage to Virginia ; undertaken by Mr. John White ^ *589. 

, THE aoth of March three fhips went from Plymouth, and paft|^ betwixt Barbary 
and Mogadoro to Dominico in -the Weft Indies. After we had done fome exploits in 
thofe parts, the ^d of Auguft we fell with the low Tandy ifles weftward of Wokokon. 
But by reafon of ill weather it was the 11th ere we could anchor there ; and on the 
lath we came to Croatan, where is a great breach in 35" and a half, in the north-caft 
point of the ifle. The 15th we came to Hatorafk in 36“ and a terfe, at four fathoms, 
three leagues from Ihore, where we might perceive a fmoke at the place where Heft 
the colony, 1587. The next morning Captain Cook, Gapiain Spicer, and their com- 
panies, with two boats left our fhips, and difeharged fome ordnance to give them notice 
of our coming ; but when we came there, we found no man nor fign of any that had 
been there lately, and fo returned to our boats. The next morning we prepared again 
for Roanoack. Captain Spicer had then fent his boat afhore for water, fo it was ten of 
the clock ere we put from the fhips, which rode two miles from the fliore. The 
admiral's boat being a mile before the other as fhe pafted the bar, a fca broke into the 
boat and filled her half full of wat$r, but by God’s good will, and the careful fteerage 
of Captain Cook, though our provifions were much wet, wefafe efca]>ed ; the wind blew 
hard at north*eaft, which caufed fo great a current and a breach upon the bar; 
Gaptrin Spicer paffed half over, but by the indifereet fleering of Ralph Skinner, their 
boat was overfet, the men that could catch hold hung about her, the' next fea call her 
on ground, where fome let go their hold to wade to fhore, but the fea beaff them down. 
The boat thus tofted up and down Captain Spicer and Skinner hung there till they 
were di owned, but four that could fwim a little, kept themfelves in deeper water, were 
faved by the means of Captain Cook, that prefently upon the overfetting of their boat, 
ftupped himfelf to fave what he could. Thus of eleven, feven of the chiefeft were 
drowned. This fo difeomfited all the Tailors, we had much to do to get them any more 
to feek further for the planters, but by their captain's forWardnefs at laft they fitted 
themfelves again for Hatorafk in two boats, -with nineteen perfons. It was late ere we 
. arrived, but feeing a fire through the woods, we founded a trumpet, but no anfwer 
could bear. The next n^orning we went to it, but could fee nothing but the grafs, 
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and fotne ron^ bumiiig. We went up and down the ifie, and at laft found three 
fair Roman testers carved c. a. o. which prefently we -knew to fignify the place wh^ I 
Ihould ^nd tlyem, according to a fArret note between them and me, which^was to write 
the name of the place they would be in upon fome.tree, door, or poll : and if they had 
been ill any diftrefs to fignify it by making a crofa Over it. For at my departure they 
intended to,go fifty miles into the main. But we found no fign of diflrefs ; then we 
went to a place where they were left in fundry houfes, but we found them all taken 
down, and the place llrongly inclofed vnth a high palizade, very fortlike ; and in one 
of the chief pous carved in fair capital letters Croat an, without any fign of dillrefs, 
and many bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four fowlers, iron (hot, and fuch like heavy 
thihgs thrown here and there, overgrown with grafs and weeds. We went by the 
Ihore to feek for their boats but could find none, nor any of the ordnance I left them. 
At laft fome of the failors found divers cbefts had been hidden and digged up again, 
and much of the goods fpoiied, and fcattered up and down, which, when 1 faw, I knew 
three of them to be my own ; but books, pi£lures, and all things elfe were fpoiied. 
Though it much grieved me, yet it did much comfort me that I did know they were at 

* Croatan ; fo we returned to our fhips, but had like to have been cad away by a great 
ftorm that continued all that night. 

The next morning we weighed anchor for Croatan, having the anchor a-peak, the 
cable broke, by the meaijs whereof we loft another : letting Ml the third, the ihip yet 
went fo fiift a drift, we failed not much there to have fpiit. But God bringing us into 
deeper tfutcr, confidering we had but one anchor, and our provifion near^fpent, we 
refolved to go forthwith to St. John’s llle, Hifpaniola, or Trinidada, to refrefh ourfelves 
and feek for purchafe that winter, and the next fpring come again to feek our country- 

* men. But our vice-admiral would not, but went direftly for England, and we our 
courfe for Trinidada. But within two days after, the wind changing, we were con- 
ftrained for the Weftem Ifles to refrefh ourfelves, where we met with many of the 
Queen’s fhips, our own confoiT, and divers others, the 23d of September 1590. And 
thus we left feeking our colony, that was never any of them found, nor feen to this day, 
1622. And this was the conclufion of this plantation, after fo much time, labour, and 
charge confumed. Whereby we fee. 

Not all at once, nor all alike, nor ever hath it been. 

That God (loth offer and confer hia.bleillDgs upon men. 

Written by Mr. John Whits. 

A brief Relation of the Defeription of Elizabeth* s Jjle^ and fome others towards the North 
Part of Virginia ; and what elfe they dif covered in the Tear 1602; by Captain 
Bartholomew GofnolU and Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, and divers other Gentlemen 
their Ajfociqtes, 

ALL hopes of Virginia thus abandoned, it lay dead and obfeured from 1590 till this 
year 1602, that Captrin Gofnoll with thirty-two and himfelf in a fmall bark, fet fail 
Hom Dartmouth upon the 26th of March. Though the wind favoured us not at the 
firft, but forced us as far fouthward as the Azores, which was not much out of our way; 
we ran direflly weft from thence, whereby we made our journey fhorter than heretofore 
by five hundred leagues : the weaknefs of our fhip, the badnefs of our fiulors, and our 
ignorance of the coaft, caure4 us carry but a low fail, that made our paftage longer 
we expefled. 
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^‘On Friday the i ith of May, we made land, it was fomewhat low^ wher? appeared 
ccrtrin hammocks or hills in it the fhore white fapd, bat very rocky, yet overerowa 
with fair trees. Coming to an anchor, eight Indians in a balk fhallop, with null and 
£ul came boldly aboard us. It feejned by their figns and fuch things as they ha 4 » fome 
Biikihers had fiflied there, being about the latitude of 43. But the harbour, bring 
naught, and doubtmg the, weather, wc went not afhore, but weighed and flood to the 
fc^mward into the fea. The next morning we found ourfelves imbayed with a mighty 
head-land : within a league of the fhore we anchored, and Captain Gofnoll, myfelf, 
and three others, went to it in our boat, being a white fand and a bold coaft. Though 
the weather was hot, we marched to the highefl hills we could fee, where we percrived 
this head-land part of the main, near invironed with iflands. As wc were returning to 
our fhip, a good proper lufly young man came to us, with whom we had but fmall 
conference, and fo we left him. Here in five or fix hours we took more cod than we 
knew what to do with, which made us perfuade ourfelves there might be found a good 
fifhing in March, April, and May. 

At length we came among thefe ^or iflt^, fome a league, two, three, five, or fix from 
the main ; by one of them we anchored. We found it four mijies in compafs, without 
houfe dr inhabitant. In it is a lake near a mile in circuit, the refi overgrown with trees, 
which, fo well as the bufhes, were fo overgrown with vines, we could fcarce pafs them. 
And by the bloflbms we might perceive there would be plenty of flrawberries, refpifes, 
goofeberries, and divers other fruits : befides, deer and other beafls we faw, and cranes, 
hems, with divers other forts of fowl, which made us call it Martha’s Vineyaril. 

The reft of the ifles are replenifhed with fuch like, very rocky, and much tindurcd 
flone-like mineral. Though we met many Indians, yet we could not fee their habitations : , 
they gave us hfh, tobacco, and fuch things as they bad. But the next ifle we arrived at 
was but two leagues from the main, and fixteen miles about, environed fo with creeks 
and coves, it feemed like many ifles linked together by .fmall paffages like bridges. In 
it is many places of plain grafs, and fuch other fruits and berries as before were 
mentioned. In mid May we did fow wheat, barley, oats, and peas, which in fourteen 
days fprung up nine inches. The foil is fat and lufly, the crufl thereof grey, a foot or 
lefs in depth. It is full of high timbered oaks, their leaves thrice fo broad as ours : 
cedar flraight and tall, beech, holly, walnut, hazel, cherry-trees like ours, but the flalk 
beareth the bloflbm or fruit thereof like a duller of grapes, forty or fifty in a bunch. 
There is a tree of orange colour, whofe bark in the filing is as fmooth as velvet. 
There is a lake of frelh water three miles in compafs, in the midfl an ifle containing an 
acre or thereabout, overgrovra with wood ; here are many tortoifes, and abundance of 
all forts of fowls, whofe young ones we took and eat at our pleafure. Ground nuts 
as big as eggs, as good as potatoes, and forty on a firing, not two inches under ground. 
All forts of fhell-fifh, as fcalops, muffels, cockles, crabs, lobflers, welks, oyflers, 
exceetUng good and very great ; but not to cloy you with particulars, what God and 
nature hath bellowed on thofe places, I refer you to the author’s own writing at large. 
We called this ifle Elizabeth’s Ifle, from whence we went right over to the main, where 
we flood awhile as ravifhed at the beauty and delicacy of the fweetnefs, befides divers 
dear lakes, whereof wp faw no end, and meadows very large and full of green grafs, &c. 

Here we efpied feven favages, at firfl they exprefled fome fear, but by our courteous 
ufage of them, they followed us to the neck of land, which we thought had been 
fevered from the mrin, but we found it otherwife. Here we imagined was a river, but 
becaufe the day was far fpent, we left to difeover it till better leifure. But of good 
harbours, there is no doubt, confidering the land is all rocky ahd broken lands. The 
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4next day ve^etennined to fo^ify ourfelves in the ifle in the lake* Three weeks we 
fpcnt in building us there a hqpie. But the fecond day after our coming from the 
main, eleven canoes with near fifty favages, came towards us. Being unwilling they 
iQiould fee our building, we went to, and exchanged with them knives, hatchets, beads, 
bells, and fuch trifles, for fome beavers, lizards, martins, foxes, wild-cat (kins, and fuch 
like. We faw them have much red copper, whereof they make chains, collars, and 
drinking cups, which they fo little efteemed they would give us for fmall toys, and 
lignifiea unto us they had it out of the earth in the main : three days they ftayed with 
us, but every night retired two or three miles from us after, with many figns of love 
|nd friendfhip, they departed, feven of them flaying behind, that did help us to dig and 
carry faflafths, and do any thing they could, being of a comely proportion, and the bed 
condition of any lavages we had yet encountered. They have no beards but counter- 
feits, as they did think ours alfo was, for which they would have changed with fome of 
our men that had great beards. Some of the bafer fort would deal, but the better fort 
vie found very civil and juft. We faw but three of their women, and they were but of 
mean ftature, attired in fldnslike the men, but fat and well favoured. The wholefome- 
nefs and temperature of this climate, doth not only argue the people to be anfwerable 
to this defcription, Lut alfo of a perfed conftitution of body, adive, ftrong, healthful, 
and very witty, as the fundry t03rs by them fo cunningly wrought may well teftify. 
For ourfelves, we found ourfelves rather increafe in^health and ftrength thanotherwife, 
for all our toil, bad diet, and lodging, yet not one of us was touched with any ficknels* 
Twelve intended here awhile to have ftayed, but upon better confideration, how meanly 
we were provided, we left this ifland (with as many true forrowful eyes as were before- 
defirous to fee it) the i8th of June, and arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July*. 

But yet man’s mind doth fuch itfelF explay, 

At God’i gmat will doth frame it every way. 

Such thought>*roen have, on earth that do but live. 

As men ma^ crave, but God doth only give. 

Written by John Brierton, one of the voyage. 


A Voyage of Captain Martin Fringe with two Barks from BriJioWtfor the North Part of 

Virginiaj 1603. 

BY the inducements and perfuafions of Mr. Richard Hackluite, Mr. John Whitfon 
being mayor, with his brethren the aldermen, and moft of the merchants of the city of 
Briftow, raifed a ftock of one thoufand pounds, to furnifh out two barks, the one of 
fifty tons, with thirty men and boys, the other twenty-fix tons, with thirteen men and 
boys, having Martin Pring an imderftanding gentleman, and a fuiBcient mariner, for 
captain, and Robert Saltemc, his afliftant, who ^ been with Captain Gofnoll there the 
year before for pilot. Though they were much croifed by contrary winds upon the 
coaft of England, and the death of that ever moft memorable miracle of the world, our 
moft dear fovereign Lady and Queen Elizabeth: yet at laft they pafled by the Weftern 
Ifles, and about the ^th of June, fell upon the north part of Virginia, about the degrees 
of 43, wher^' they round plenty of moft forts of filo, and faw a high country full of 
great woods o^fundry forts. As they ranged the coaft at a place they named Whitfun 
Bay, they were kindly ufed by the natives that came to them in troops of tens, twenties, 
ana thirties, and fometimes more. But becaufe in this vovige for moft part they 
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fol^twed the ceurfe of Captain Gofnoll, and have nude no reladon but to the iame 
«fiea he writ before, we will thus conclude : 

Lay hands onto this work with ril thy wift 
But pray that God would Ijpeed and perftA iu 

Robert Salt£1cne. 

* 

jf Relaf/ott ^ a Difcovery iowardt the Nortfjward if Virginiat by Captain George Way- 
mouthy 1005 ; employed thither by the Right Honourable Thomas Arundely Baron of 
Wardery in the Reign f our mojl royal King James. 

UPON Tuefday the 5th of March we fet fail from Ratcliff, but by contrary ^c|s 
we were forced into Dartmouth till the laft of this month, that with t\i’enty>nine as 
good feamen, and all neceffary proviiions as could poflibly be gotten, we put to fea, 
and the 24th of April fell with Flowres and Corvos. We intended, as we uere 
diredied, towards the fouthward of 39** ; but the winds fo croffed us we fell more 
northwards, about 41** 20' : we founded at one hundred fathom, and by that we had 
run fix leagues, we had but five, yet faw no land. From the main<top we defcried 
a wbitiihfandy cliff, weft«north>weft, fome fix leagues from us ; but ere we had run 
two leagues further, we found many Ihoals and breaches, fometimes in four fathom, 
and the next through fifteen or eighteen. Bring thus embayed among thofe ihoals, 
we were conilrained to put back again, which we did with nd fmall danger, though 
both the wind and weather were as fair as we could defirc. Thus we parted from the 
land, which we had not before fo much defired, and at the firfi fight rejoiced, as now 
we all joyfully praifed God that he had delivered us from fo imminent danger. 
Here we found excellent cod, and faw many whales, as we had done two or three days 
before. Bemg thus conilrained to put to fea, the want of wood and water caufed us 
take the beft advantage of the wind, to fall with the ihore wherefoever j but we found 
our fea^cards moft direftly fiilfe. The 17th of May w(; made the land again, but it 
blew fo hard we durft not approach it. The next day it appeared to us a main high 
land, but we found it an iiland of fix miles in compafs : wkhin a league of it we came 
to an anchor, and went on ihore for wood and water, of which we found fufiicient, 
the water ^uihing forth down the rocky cliffs in many places, which are all overgrown 
with fir, birch, beech, and oak, as the verge is with goofeberries, ilrawberries, wild 
peas, and rofe buihes, and much fowl of divers forts that breed among the rocks. Here, 
as in all places elfe where we came, we found cod enough. 

From hence we might difeem the main land and yery high mountains ; the next day 
becaufe we rode too open to the fea, we weighed, and came to the iilcs adjoining to the 
main, among which we found an excellent road, defended from all winds, for Ihips of 
any burthen, in fix, feA'en, right, nine, or ten fr thorn, upon a clay ooze. This was 
upon Whit'^nday, wherefore we called it Pentecoft Harbour. Here I cannot omit, 
for fboliih fear of imputation of flattery, the painful indufiry of our captain, who, as 
at fea, he was always moft careful and vigilant, fo at land he refufed no pains ; but his 
labour was ever as much, or rather more, than any man’s ; which not only encou- 
raged others with better content, but alfo effeAed much with great expedition. We 
digged a garden the 2ad of May, where, among our garden feeds, ^ fowed peas 
and barley, which in fixteen davs grew up eight inches, although this was but the 
cruft of tne ground, and much ufferior to the mould we sdter found in the main. 

After we luul taken order for all our neceffary bufineffes, we marched through two 
of thefe illes. The ^geft was four or five miles in compds ; we found here all forts 
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<jf ordinary trees* befidcs vines, currants, fpruce, yew, angelica, and divers g^nn* 
infomuch many of our company, wilhed themielves fettled here. Upon the 30th our 
captain with thirteen wait to difcover the main : we in the ihip efpied three canoes that 
camp towards the Ihip, which, alter they had well viewed* one of them came aboard with- 
three men* and by our good ufage of them, not long after the reft. Two days we 
had theifcompanies ; in all refpe&s they are but like them at Elizabeth's Ifles, there> 
fore this may luffice for their defcription. In this time our captain had difcovered a 
fair river, trending into the main forty miles, and returned back to bring in the fhip. 
The favages alfo kept their words, and brought us forty beaver, otter, and fable (kins, 
the value of five {hillings in knives, glalTes, combs, and fuch toys* and thus we 
uled them fo kindly as we could, bccaufe we intended to inhabit in their country, they 
lying aboard with us, and we alhore with them ; but it was but as changing man for 
man as hoftages, and in this manner many times We had their companies. 

At laft they defired our captain to go with them to the main to trade with their 
Bafhabes, which is their chief lord, which we did, our boat well manned udth fourteen, 
yet would they row fafter with three oars in their canoes than we with eight } but when 
we faw our old acqyaintance would not ftay aboard us as before for hoftage, but did 
what they could to draw us into a narrow cirque, we exchanged one Owen Griffin with 
them for a young fellow of theirs, that, he might fee if he could difcover any trea» 
chery, as he did, for h% found there afiembled two hundred and eighty-three lavages 
with bows and arrows, but not any thing at all to' trade as they pretended. Thefe 
things^ confidered, we conceited them to be but as .all favages ever had been, kind 
till they found opportunity to do mifehief. Wherefore we determined to take fume 
of them, before they Ihould fufped; we had difcovered their plot* left they Ihould abfent 
themfelves from us ; fo the firft that ever after came into the Ihip were three, which 
we kept, and two we took on Ihore with much ado* with two canoes* their bows and 
arrows. J 

Some time we fpent in founding all the ifles, channels, and inlets thereabouts, and 
we found four feveral ways a Ihip might be brought into this bay. In the interim there 
came two canoes -more boldly aboard us* fignilying we ihould bring our fliip to the 
place where he dwelt to trade. We excufed ourfelves why we could not, but ufed 
them kindly, yet got them away with all the fpeed we could* that they fliould not be 
perceived by them in the hole ; then we went up the river twenty-fix miles* of which 
I had rather not write, than by my relation de.tra£t from it. It is in breadth a mile*, 
near forty miles, and a channel of fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathoms ; and on both 
fides, every half-mile, gallant coves* to contain in many of them one hundred fail,, 
where they may lie on oze, without cable or anchor* only moored with a hawfer* and 
it floweth eighteen feet, that you may make, dock, or careen Ihips with much facility. 
Befidcs, the land is inoft rich, trending all along on both fides in an equal plain* nei- 
ther rocky nor mountainous* but verged with a green border of grals* doth make 
tender to the beholder her pleafant fertility, if by cleanfing away the woods flie were 
converted into meadow. • 

The woods are great and tall* fuch as are fpoken of in the illan^s, and weU watered 
with many ^Ih fprings. Our men that had feen Oronoque, ftunous in the world’s 
ears, Reog^de, Loyer, and Slion report, though they be great and goodly rivers* 
yet are not comparable to it. Leaving our fliip we went higher* tiU we were feven 
miles higher than tlm lalt water flowed ; we marched towards the mountains we had 
feen* but the weather was fo hot, and our labour lb great, as our captain was con- 
tented to return. iVfter we bad erected a crofs* we left this lair land and river, in 
« which 
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whi(^ the higher we went the belter we Hked it, and returned to our flup. Bf the. 
way we met a canoe, that much defired one of our n^en to go up to their Bafliabes ; 
but wc knew thdr intents, and fo turned them off ; and though we had both time and 
proviflon to have difcovered much more, and might have found peradventure good 
trade ; yet becaufe our company was but fmall, we would not hazard fo hopetul a 
budnefs as this was, either for our private or particular ends, being more regardful of 
a public good, and promulgating God’s holy .church by planting Chriftianity, which 
was the intent of our adventurers fo well- as ours. Returning by the ifles in the entry 
of the Sound, we called them St. George’s Ifles, and becaufe on Sunday we fet out of 
England, on Sunday alfo the i6th of June we departed hence. When we had run 
thirty leagues, we had forty fathoms, then feventy, then one hundred. After two or 
three watches more we were in twenty-four fathoms, where we took fo much cod as 
we did not know what to do with : and the 1 8th of July came ^ Dartmouth, aad<aU 
our men as well, God be thanked, as when they went forth. 

Thus may you fee, 

God hath not all hia gifts heftowrd on all or any one, 

Words fweeteft, and wits (harpeft. courage, ftrength of bone ; 

Ail parities of mind and parts do all concur in none. 

Written by James Rosier, one of the voyage. 
BOOK n. 

The Sixth Voyage 1606, to another PartofVirginiay where now arc planted otir Englijb 

Coloniesy ( whom Godincreafe and preserve y) difcovered and deferibed by Captain John 

Smithy fometime Governor of the Country, 

BY thefe former relations you may fee what inconveniences Hill crofled thofe good 
intents, and bow great a matter it was all this time to find but a harbour, although 
there be fo many. But this Virginia is a country in America, between the degrees df 
34 and 45 of the north latitude. The bounds thereof on the eait fide are the great 
ocean ; on the fouth lieth Florida ; on the north. Nova Francia ; as for the weft 
thereof, the limits are imknown. Of all this country we purpofe not to fpeak, but 
only of that part which was planted by the Engliflimen, in the year of our Lord 1606, 
and this is under the degrees 37, 38, and 39. The temperature of this country doth 
agree well with Englift con^tutions, being once feafoned to the country ; which 
appeared by this, that though by many occafions our people fell fick, yet did they 
recover by very fmall means, and continued in health, though there were other 
great caufes, not only to have made them fick, but even to end their days, &c. 

The fummer is hot as in Spain, the winter cold as in France or England. The heat 
of fummer is in June, July, and Auguft, but commonly the cool breezes*afruage the 
vehemency of the heat. The chief of winter is half December, January, February, 
and half March. The cold is extreme fliarp ; but here the proverb is true, that no 
extreme long continueth. 

In the year 160^, an extraordinary froft in mofl: of Europe, an<^is froft was 
found as extreme in Viiginia. But the next year, for 8 or 10 days olPill weather, 
other 14 days would be as fummer. 

The winds here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purify the air, 
% have felijtem either feen or beard in Europe. From die fouth<w^ came the greatefl 
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gufls, with thunder and heat. The north*wefl: wind is commonly cool, and bringetl^ 
fair weather with it. From the nocth is the greateft cold ; and from the eaft and 
fouth-eaft, as from the Bermudas, fogs and rains. 

Sometimes there are great droughts, other times much rain, yet great neceifity 
of neither, by reafon we fee not but that all the rarity of needful fruits in Europe 
may be there*in great plenty, by the induftry of men, as appeareth by thofe we there 
planted. 

Tliereis but one entrance by feaJnto this country, and that is at the mouth of a very 
goodly bay, eighteen or twenty miles broad. The cape on the fouth is called Cape 
Ideni;y, in honour of our moft noble Prince. The land, white hilly fands, like unto the 
Downs, and alfalong the Ihores great plenty of pines and hrs. 

The north cape is called Cape Charles, in honour of the worthy Duke of York. 
Theiflife before it, Smith’s Ifles, by the name of the difeoverer. Within is a country 
that may have the prerogative over the moft pleafant places known, for large and 
pleafant navigable rivers ; heaven and earth never agreed better to frame a place 
for man’s habitation, were it fully manured and inhabited by induftrious people. 
Here are mountains, hills* plains, vallies, rivers, and brooks all running moil 
pleafantly into a fair bay, compalTed, but for the mouth, with fruitful and delightfome 
land. In the bay and rivers are many ides both great and fmall, fome woody, fome 
plain, moft of them low* and not inhabited. This bay lieth north and 'fouth, in 
which the water dowbth near two hundred miles, and hath a channel for one hundred 
and forty tniles of depth, betwixt fix and fifteen fathoms, holding in breadth for the 
mod part ten or fbuiieen miles. From the head of the bay to the nprth'Weftt the land is 
mountainous and fo in a manner fr'om thence by a fouth>wed line ; fo that the more 
foutbward, the farther oA' from the ba^ are thofe mountains; from which fall certain 
brooks, which after come to fine principal navigable rivers. Thefe run from the 
north-weft into the fouth-eaft, ajid fb into the weft fide of the bay, where the frtll of 
every river is within twenty or fifteen miles one of another. 

I'ne mountains are of divers natures, for at the head of the bay the rocks are of a 
•coropofition like mill-ftones ; fome of marble, &c. ; and many pieces like chriftal, we 
found, as thrown down by w'ater from thefe mountains. For in winter they are co- 
vered with much fnow, and when it diftblveth the waters fall with fuch violence, that 
it caufeth great inundations in fome narrow vallies, which is fcarce perceived, being 
once in the rivers. Thefe waters wafh from the rocks fuch gliftering tindurcs, that 
the ground in fome places feemeth as gilded, where both the rocks and the earth are 
fo fplendent to behold, that better judgments than ours might have been perfuaded 
they contained more than probabilities. The vefture of the earth in moft places doth 
manifcftly prove the nature of the foil to be lufty and very rich. The colour of the 
earth we found^in divers places, refcmbleth bole armoniac, terra figillata, and lemnia, 
fuller’s-earth, marl, and divers other fuch appearances : but generally for the moft 
part it is a black fandy mould, in fome places a fat llimy clay, in other places a very 
barren gravel. But the belt ground is known by the vefture it beareth, as by the 
greatnefs of trees, or abundance of weeds, &c. 

The country Jk not mountainous, nor yet low, but fuch pleafant plain hills, and 
fertile vallies, prettily crofting another, and watered fo conveniently with frefh 
brooks and fprings, no lefs commodious than delightfome. By the rivers are many 
plain marfhes, containing fome twenty, feme one hundred, fome two hundred acres, 
Ibme more, fome lefs. Other plains there are few, but only where the favages inba- 
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bit, but all overgrown with trees and weeds, being a pl^ wildemefs as God, firll 
made it. 

On the wefl: fide of the bay we fmd were five *^fair and delightful navigable rivers; 
The firft of thofe, and the next to the mouth of the bay, hath its courfe from the weft- 
north'Weftj it is called Powhatan, according to the name of a principal couhtrythat 
lieth upon it. The mouth of this river is near three miles in breadth, yet do the 
fhoals force the channel fo near .the land, that a facre will overfhoot it at point blank. 
It is navigable one hundred and fifty miles, the fhoals and foundings are here needlefs 
to be exprelTed. It falleth from rocks far weft in a country inhabited by a nation they 
call Monacaiis. But where it cometh into our difeovery it is Powhatan. In the farthelc 
place that was diligently obferved, are falls, rocks, fhoals, &c. which makes ft paft 
navigation any higher. Thence in the running downward, the river is enriched with 
many goodly brooks, which arc maintained by an infinite number of fmall rundles and 
pleafant fprings, that difperfe therafelvcs for bed fervice, as' do the veins of a man’s 
body. From the fouth there falls into it, fird, the pleafant river of Apamatuck ; 
next, more to the cad, are two fmall rivers of Quiyougcohanocke ; a little farther is 
a bay, wherein falleth three or four pretty brooks and creeks, that half intrench the 
inhabitants of Warrafkoyac ; then the river of Nandfamund ; and ladly, the brook of 
Chefapeack. From the north fide is the river of Chickaliamania, the back river of 
James Town ; another by the Cedar Ifle, where we lived ten weeks upon oyders, then 
a convenient harbour for fifher boats at Kencoughtan, that fo tumeth itfelf into bays 
and creeks, it makes that place very pleafant to inhabit, their corn>fields btimg girded 
therein in a manner as peninfulas. The mod of thefe rivers are inhabited by feveral 
nations, or rather families, of the name of the rivers. They have alfo over thefe fome 
governor, as their king, which they call Werowances. In a peninfula on the north 
fide of this river are the Englifh planted in a place by them called James Town, in 
honour of the King’s mod Excellent Majedy. 

The fird, and next the river’s mouth, are the Kecoughtans, who, befides their women 
and children, have not pad twenty fighting men. The Pafpaheghes (on whofe land 
is feated James Town, fome forty miles from the bay) have not pad forty. The river 
called Chickahamania near two hundred and fifty ; the Weanocks one hundred ; the 
Arrowhatocks thirty ; the place called Towhatan, fome forty ; on the fouth fide this 
river, the Appamatucks have fixty fighting men ; the ^^uiyougcohanocks twenty five ; 
the Nandiamunds two hundred j the Chefapeacks one hundred ; of this lad place the 
bay beareth the name. In all thefe places is a feveral commander, which they call 
Werowance, except the Chickahamanians, who are governed by the prieds and their 
allidants, or their elders, called Caw-cawwaifoughes. In dimmer, no place afibrdeth 
more plenty of durgeon, nor in winter more abundance of fowl, efpecially in the time 
of frod. I took once fifty-two durgeons at a draught, at another fixty-eight. From 
the latter end of May till the end of June are taken few, but young dfirgeons of two 
feet or a yard long. From thence till the midd of September, them of two or three 
yards long, and few others ; and in four or five hours, with one net, were ordinarily 
taken feven or eight ; often more, feldom Icfs. In the fmall rivers, all the year, 
there is good plenty, of fmall filh ; fo that with hooks, thofe that woidd take pains had 
fufficient. 

Fourteen miles northward from the river Powhatan is the river Pamaunkee, which is 
navigable fixty or feventy miles, but with catches and fmall barks, thirty or forty nules 
At the ordinary flowing of the fait water, it divideth itfelf into two gallant 
' Q. branches^ 
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branches. On the fouth fide inhabit the p^ple of ToughtaAund, who have abo^t 
'iixty men for wars. On the north ^ranch Mattapament, who have thirty men. Where 
this^ver is divided the country is called Pamaunkee, and nouriflieth near three hun- 
dred able men. About twenty-five miles lower, on the north fide of this river, is 
Werawbcomoco, where thdr great king inhabited when I was delivered him prifoher ; 

' yet there are not paft forty able men. Ten or twelve miles lower, on the fouth fide of 
this river, is Chifldack, which hath fome forty or fifty men. Thefe, as alfo Apama- 
tuck, Irrohatock, and Powhatan, are their great king’s chief alliance, and inliabitants ; 
the reft his conquefts. 

B^efore we come to the third river that falleth from the mountains, there is another 
river, fome thirty miles navigable, that cometh from the inland, called Payankatanke, 
the inhabitants are about fifty or fixty ferviceable men. 

The third navigable river is called Toppahanock: this is navigable fome hundred and 
thirty miles ; at the top of it inhabit the people called Mannahoacks, amongft the moun- 
tains, but they are above the place we doferibed. Upon this river, on the north fide, are 
the people Cuttatawomen, with thirty fighting men. Higher are the Morau^htacunds, 
with eighty. Beyond them Rapahanock, with one hundred. Far above is another, 
Cuttatawomen, with twenty. Oh the fouth is the pleafant feat of Nantaughtacund, 
having one hundred and fifty men. This river alfo, as the two former, is replenifhed 
with fifh and fowl. • 

The fourth river is called Patawomeke, fix or feven miles in breadth ; it is naviga- 
ble one hundred and forty miles, and fed as the reft with many fweet rivers and 
fprings, which fall from the bordering hills : thefe hills many of them are planted, and 
yield no lefs plenty and variety of fruit, than the river exceedeth with abundance of 
nlh ; it is inhabited on both fides : firft,on the fouth fide, at the very entrance isWigh- 
cocomoco,and hath fome hundred and thirty men, beyond them Sekacawone, with thirty; 
the Onawmanient, with one hundred ; and the Patawomekes more than two hundred. 
Here doth the river divide itfelf into diree or four convenient branches : the greateft 
of the leaft is called Quiyough, trending north-weft, but the river itfelf tumeth north- 
eaft, and is ftill a navigable ftream.' On the weftem fide of this bought is Tauxenent, 
with forty men : on the north of this river is Secowocomoco, with forty : fome- 
what further Potapaco, with twenty : in the eaft part is Pamacaeack, with fixty : after 
Moyowance; with one hundred : and laftly, Nacotchtanke, with eighty. The river 
above this place makeih his paflage down a low pleafant valley, overfhadowed in many 
places with high rocky mountains, from whoicc diftil innumerable fweet and plea- 
fant fprings. * y 

The fifth river is called Phwtuxunt, of a lefs proportion than the reft ; but the chan- 
nel is fixteen fathoms deep in fome places. Here are infinite fkulls of divers kinds of 
fifli more than elfewhere. Upon this river dwell the people called Acquintanackfuak, 
Pawtuxunt, and Mattapanient. Two hundred men was the greateft ftrength that 
could be there percrived ; but they inhalnt together, and not fo difperfed as the reft. 
Thefe of all other we found mod: civil to give entertainment. 

Thirty leagues northward is a river, not inhabited, yet navigable, for the red clay 
refembling bole^moniack, we called it Bolus. At the end of thp bay, where it is fix 
or feven miles i^readth, it divides itfelf into four branches ; the bed cometh north- 
weft from among the mountains, but though canoes may go a day’s journey or tw'o up 
it, we could not get two miles up it with our boats for rocks ; upon it is feated the 
Safque&hanocks, near it north-and-by-weft runneth a creek a mile and a half ; at the 
head whereof, theEble left us on fhore, where we found many trees cut with hatchets. 
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The next tide, keeping the ihore, to feek for fome favagee, (for nrithin thirty leagues 
bulling we faw not any, being abanren country,) we went up another ftnall river* 
like a creek, fix or feven miles: from thence returning, we met feven canoes of«the 
Mafibwomeks, with whom we had conference by figns, tor we underfliood one another 
fcarce a word : the next day we dilcovered the finall river and people of' Tock« 
whogh trending eaftward. « 

Having loft our mpnel among the rocks of Safquefahanocks, we were then near 
two hundred miles from home, and our barge about two tons, and bad in it but twelve 
men to perform this difeovery, wherdn we lay above twelve weeks upon thofe great 
waters in thofe unknown countries, having nothing but a little meal, oatmeal, and 
water to feed us, and fcarce half fiiificient of that for half that time, but-what provhlon 
we got among the favages, and fuch roots and fiih as we caught by accident, and God’s 
diredion ; nor had we a mariner, nor any had (kill to trim the fails, but two failors and 
myfelf, the reft being gentlemen, or them were as ignorant in fuch toil and labour. 
Tet necefftity in a ihort time, by good words and examples, made them do that that 
caufed them ever after to fear no colours. What I did with this fmall means, I leave 
to the reader to judge, and the map I made of the country, which is but a fmall matter,' 
in regard of the magnitude thereof. But to proceed, fixty of thofe Safquefahanocks 
came to us with (kins, bows, arrows, targets, beads, fwords, and tobacco-pipes, for 
prefents. Such great and well-proportioned men are feldom feen, for they feemed 
like giants to the Engliih, yea, and to their neighbours, yet feemed of an honeft and 
fimple difpofition, with much ado reftrained from adoring us as gods. Tho(e are the 
ftrangeft people of all thofe countries, both in language and attire ; for their language, 
it may well befeem their proportions, founding from them as a voice in a vault. Their 
attire is the Ikins of bears and wolves } fome have caifocks made of bears’ heads and' 
Ikins, that a man’s head goes through the Ikin’s neck, and thenars of the bear fuftened 
to his Ihoulders, the nofe and teeth hanging down his breaft, another bear’s face fplic 
behind him, and at the end of the nofe hung a paw, 'the half fleeves coming to the 
elbows, were the necks of bears, and the arras through the mouth, with paws hanging 
at their nofes. One had the head of a wolf hanging in a chain for a jewel, his tobacco 
pipe, three quarters of a yard long, prettily carved, with a bird, a deer, or fome fuch. 
device at the great end, fufticient to beat out one’s brains ; with bows, arrows, and 
clubs, fuitable to their greatnefs. Thefeare fcarce known to Powhatan- They can 
make near fix hundred able men, and are pallifadoed in their towns, to defend them 
from the MalTawomekes, their mortal enemies. Five of tlieir chief Wcrowances came 
aboard us,jpnd crofted the bay in their barge. The pidure of the greateft of them is 
fignified in the map ; the calf of whofe leg was three quarters of a yard about, and 
all the reft of his limbs fo anfwerable to that proportion, that he feemed the goodlieft 
man we ever beheld. His hair, the one fide was long, the other (horn clofe, with a 
ridge over his crown, like a coxcomb. His arrows were five quarter^ long, beaded 
with the fplinters of a white crylUUlike ftone, in form of a heart, an inch broad, and 
an inch and a half or more long : thefe he wore in a wolfs Ikin at his back, for his 
quiver, his bow in the one hand, and bis club in. the other, as is deferibed. 

On the eaft fide of the bay is the river Tockwbogh, and upon it a people that can 
make one hundred nien, feared fome feven miles within the river : wlfere they have a 
fort very well pallifadoed and mantled with bark of trees. Next them is Ozinies, with 
fixty men. More to the fouth of that eaft fide of the bay, the river Rapahanock, 
near unto which is the river Kulkarawaock, upon which is feated a people, with two 
hundred men. After that, is the river Tants Wighcocomoco, and on it a people with 
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one hundred meiu The people of thpfe rivers are of little llature, of another language 
’from the reft, and very rude. But they on the river Acohanock, with forty menf and 
^hey of Accomack, dghty men,*doth equalizse any of the territories of Powhatan, and 
fpesk his language, who over all thofe doth rule as king. 

Southward we went to fome parts bf Chawonockand the Mangoags to fearch for 
them lef( by Mr. White. Amongft thofe people are thus many feveral nations of 
fundry languages, that environ Powhatans territories. The Chawonocks, the Man> 
goags, the Monacans, the Mannahokes, the Mafawomekes, the Powhatans, the Saf- 
quefahanocks, the Atquanachukes, the Tockwoghes, and the Kufearawapekes. All 
thofe not any one underftandeth another but by interpreters. T^eir feveral habitations 
«re more plainly deferibed by this annexed map, which will prefent to'the eye the way 
of the mountains, and current of the rivets, with their feveral turnings, bays, fhoals, 
ill^s, inlets, and creeks, the breadth of the waters, the diftances of places, and fuch 
like. In which map obferve this, that as iar as you fee the little crolTes on rivers, moun- 
tains, or other places have been difeovered ; the reft was had by information of the 
fiivagcs, and are fet down according to their inftruftious. ^ 

Thus have I walked a waylefs way, with uncouth pace. 

Which yet no CliriiUan man did ever trace : 

But yet J know this not affe ;^t« the mi’tid* 

Whlcliitara doth hear, aa that which eyes do find.. 


Of fuch Things which are naturally in Virginia, and hew they ufe them* 

VIRGINIA doth afford many excellent vegetables, and living creatures, yet grafs 
there is little or none, but what groweth in low marflies : for all the country is over- 
grown with trees, whofe droppings continually tumeth their grafe to weeds, by reafon 
of the rankuefs of the ground, which would foon be amended by good hulbandry. 
The wood that is moft common is oak and walnut ; many of their oaks are fo tall and 
ftraight that they will bear two foot and a balffquare of good timber for twenty yards ^ 
long. Of this wood there is two or three feveral kinds. The acorns of one kind, 
whofe bark is more white than the other, and fomewhat fwcetifli, which being boiled, 
at lall affords a fweet oil, that they keep in gourds to annoint their heads* and joints. 
The fruit they eat made in bread or otherwife. There is alfo fome elms, fome black 
walnut-tree, and fome a(h : of a(h and elm they make foap afhes. If the tr^s be very 
great, the aihes will be good, and melt to hard lumps, but if they be fmall, it will 
but powder, and not fo good as the other. Of walnuts there is two or three kinds ; 
there is a kind of wood we called cyprefs, becaufe both the wood, the fruif, and leaf 
did moft refemble it, and of thofe trees there are fome near three fathom about at the 
foot, very ftraight, and fifty, fixty, or eighty feet without a branch. By the dwelling 
of the ravages are fome great mulberry-trees, and in fome parts of the country they are 
found growing naturally in pretty groves. There was an effay made to mt&te lilk, and 
furely the w'orms profpered excellent well, till the mafter workman fell lick. During 
which time they were eaten with rats. * 

In fome parts were found fome chefimts, wheffe wild fruit equal the beft in France, 
Spain, Germany, or Italy. Plums there are of three forts. ’ The red and white are 
like our hedge plums, but the other, which they cal! putchamins, grow as high as a 
palmeta t the fruit is like a medlar ; it is firft green, then yellow, and red when it is 
ripe ; if it be not ripe, it will draw a man’s mouth awry, with much torment ; but 
when it is ripe, it is as delicious as an apricot.. 

They 
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Thgy have cherries, andthofe are much like a damfen, but for thdr tafteand colour^ 
we cailed them dierries. We faw fome few crabs, but very fmall and bitter. Of vines 
great abundance, in many parts that climb the tops of tfie higheft trees in fome places,* 
but thefe bear but few grapes. Except by the rivers and favage habitations, where 
they are not overfhadowed from .the fun, they are covered with fruit, though never 
pruned nor manured. Of thofe hedge-grapes we made near twenty gallons of wine, 
which was like our French Britilh wine, but certainly they would prove good were they 
well* manured. There is another fort of grape near as great as a cherry, this they call 
melTamins ; they be fat, and the juice thi^. Neither doth the tafte fo well pleafe when 
they are made in wine. They have a fmall fruitgrowing on little trees, hufked like 
chefnut, but the fruit moft like a very fmall acorn. This they call cheebinquamins,'' 
which they efleem a great dainty. They have a berry much like ^r goofeberry, in 
greatnefs, colour, and tafte ; thofe they call rawcomens, and do eat them raw or 
boiled. On thefe natural fruits they live a great part of the year, which they ufe in this 
manner ; the walnuts, chefnuts, acorns, and chechinquamins are dried to keep, 
When they need walnuts they break them between two ftones, yet fome part of the 
fhells will cleave to the fruit. Then do they dry them again upon a mat over a hurdle. 
After they put it into a mortar of wood, and beat it very fmall ; lhat done they mix 
it with water, that the fhells may fink to the bottom. This water will be coloured as 
milk, which they call pawcohiccora, and keep it for their ufe. The fruit like medlars, 
they call putchamins, they call upon hurdles on a mat, and preferve them as prunes. 
•Of their chefnuts and chechinquamins boiled, they make both broth and breadr for 
their chief men, or at their greateft feafts. Befides thofe fruit-trees, there is a 
white poplar, andanother tree like unto it, that yieldeth a very clear and an odoriferous 
gum like turpentine, which fome called balftim. There are alfo cedars and faflafras 
trees. They alfo yield gums in a fmall prQportion of themfelves. We tried con- 
clulions to extrad it out of the wood, but nature afforded more than our arts. 

In the watery vallies grow a berry which they call ocohghtanamnis ve^ much like 
unto capers. Thefe they dry in fummer. When they ^eat them they boil them near 
half a day ; for otherwife they differ not much from poifbn. Mattoum ^roweth as our 
bents. The feed is not much unlike to rye, though much fmaller. This they ufe for a 
dainty breadlkuttered with deer fuet. 

During fummer there are dither ffrawberries, which ripen in April, or mulberries 
which ripen in May and June. Rafpi fes, hurts, or a fruit that the inhabitants call 
maracock, which is a pleafant wholefome fruit much like a lemon. Many herbs in the 
fpring are commonly difperfed throughout the woods, ^ood for broths and fallads, as 
violets, pariley, forrell, &c. Befides many we ufed whofe names we know not. 

The chief root they have for food is called tockawhoughe. It grows like a flag in 
marlhes. In one day a favage will gather fufHcient for a week. Thefe roots are much 
of the greatnefs and tafte of potatoes. They ufed to cover a great many , of them with 
oak leaves and fern, and then cover all with earth in the manner of a coalpit ; over it, 
on each fide, they continue a great Are twenty^our hours before they dare eat it. Raw 
it is no better than poifon, and being roafted, except it be tender wd the heat abated, 
or fliced and dried in the fun, mixed withforrel and meal, or fuch like, it will prick and 
torment the throat extreittely, and yet in fummer they ufe this ordinarily bread. 

They have another root which they call wighfacan : as the other feedeth the body, 
fo this cureth their hurts and difeafes. It is a fmall root, which they bruife smd apply 
to the wound.* Pocones is a fmall root ^at groweth in the mountains, which b^g 
dried and beat in powder turns red ; and this they ufe for fwellings, aches, anewting 

their 
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thdr jmnts, paindng thdr heads and garments. They account it Tery predow, and 
of much worth. Mufquafpsn is a root of the bignefs of a finger, and as red as 
blood. In drying it will wither almoft to nothing. This they ufe to paint their mats, 
targets, and fuch like. 

’There is alfo pellitory of Spain, faflfafras, and dhrers other fimples, wluch the apo> 
thecaries gathered, and commended to be good and medicinable. 

In the low marihes grow plots of onions, containmg an acre of ground, or mofe, in 
many places ; but they are fmall, not paft the bignefs of the top of one’s thumb. 

Of bcafts the chief are deer, nothing differing from ours. In the deferts towards- 
the heads of rivers there ar&many, but amongfl the rivers few. 'Fhere is a bead they 
call aroughcun, much like a badger, but ufeth to live on trees, as fquirrels do. Their 
fquirrels foiiie an||near as great as our fmalleft fort of wild rabbits, fome blackifh or 
Mack and white, but the mod a/e grey. 

A fmall bead they have they call affapanic, but we call them flying fquirrels, be« 
^caufe fpreading their legs, and fo dretching the largenefs of their fkins, that they have 
been feen to fly thirty or forty yards. An opoflum hath a head like a fwine and a tail 
like a rat, and is pf the bignefs of a cat. Under her belly (he hath a bag, wherein (he 
lodgeth, carrieth, and fuckleth her young. A muflafcus is a bead, of the form and 
nature of our water-rats, but many of them fmell exceedingly drong of mufk. llieir 
hares no bigger than^)ur conics, and few of them to be found. 

Their bears are very little in comparifon of thofe of Mufeovy and Tartary. The 
beauer is as big as an ordinary water-dog, but his legs exceeding fhort } his fore-feet 
like a dog’s, his hinder feet like a fwan’s. His tail fomewhat like the^form of a racket, 
bare without hair, which to eat the favages edeem a great delicacy. They have many 
otters, which, as the beavers, they take with fnares, and edeem the fkins great oma» 
ments,^ and of all thofe beads they ufe to feed when they catch them. An utchun- 
quoyes is like a wild cat. .Their foxes are like our filver-haired conies, of a fmall 
proportion, and not fmcllmg like thofe in England. Their dogs of that country are 
like their wolves, and cannot^bark, but howl, and the wolves not much bigger than 
our Englifh foxes. Martins, polecats, weafels, and minks, we know they have, becaufe 
we havi' feen many of their flans, though very feldom any of them alive. But one 
thing is drange, that we could never perceive their vermin dedroy our hens, eggs, nor 
chickens, nor do any hurt, nor their flies nor ferpents any way pernicious, where in the 
fouth parts of America ^hey are always dangerous, and often deadly. 

Of birds the eagle is the greeted devourcr. Hbwks there be of divers forts, as our 
falconers called them : fparrow-hawks, lanarets, gofhawks, falcons, and ofpreys, but 
they all prey mod upon fifli. Their partridges are little bigger than our quails. .Wild 
turkies are as big as our tame. There are woofels or blackbirds with red fjhoulders, 
thrufhes, and divers forts of fmall birds, fome red, fome blue, fcarce fo big as a wren ; 
but few in fummer. In winter there are great plenty of fwans, cranes, grey and white, 
with black wings, herons, geefe, brants, duck, wigeon, dotterell, oxic^, parrots, and 
pigeons. Of all thofe forts great abundance, and fome other drange kinds, to us un- 
known by name but in fummer not any, or a very few to be feen. 

Of fifh wp were bed acquainted with durgeon, grampus, •porpus, feals, dingrays,. 
whofe tails arc very dangerous, brets, mullets, white falmons, trouts, foals, plaice, 
herrings, coney-fifh, rock-fifh, eels, lampreys, cat-fifh, fhads, perch of three forts, 
crabs, fhrimps, crevices, oyders, cockles, and mufcles. But the mod 'Ylrange fifh is 
nlinalLone,. fo like the pi^ureof Su George and the Dragon as pofTiblecan be, 
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except his legs and wings, and the toad<fifh, which will fwell till it be li^e to burft, when ' 
it cometh into the air. 

Concerning the entrails of the earth little can be faid for certjunty. There wanted 
^ood refiners ; for thofe that took upon them to have ikill this way, took up the walh> 
kigs from the mountsuns, and foifie moflcered fliining Hones and fpangles which the 
waters bfought down, flattering themfelves in their own vain conceits to have been fup- 
pofed what they were not, by the means of that ore, if it proved as thdr arts and 
judgtneitts expeded. Oidy is certain, that many regions lying in the fame latitude 
affim ininea very rich, df divers itttures. The druft alio of thefe rocks would eafily 
perfiiai^ a man to bdueve ^ere are other ifilines than irba and Iteel^ if the^ were buti 

Of tlmr placed TmU in Ttr^t^Ot mdbewth^ ufe tbem, 

IHET divide the year into five feafons. Their Winter fome call popanow, the fprin^ 
catapeuk, the fummer cohattayough, the earing of their com n^inough, the harvclt 
and fall of leaf taquitock. From September until the midit or November are the 
chief feafts and facrifice. Then have they plenty of fruits, as well planted as natural, 
as com, green ^d ripe, fiffa, fowl, and wild beaus exceeding fat. 

The greatefl Kibour they take is in planting thrir com, for the country naturally is 
overgrown with wood. To prepare the ground, they bruife the bark of the trees near 
the root, then do th^y feoren the roots with fire that they grow no more. The *Aext 
year vrith a crool^ piece of wood they beat up the weeds by the roots, and in that 
mould they plant thar com. Their manner is this. They make a hole in the earth 
with a (tick, and into it they put four grains of wheat and two of beans, Thefe holes 
they make four fe^t one from another. Their women and children do continually 
keep it weeding, and when it is grown middle high, they hill it about like a hop- 
yard. 

In April they begin to plant, but their chief plantatidi is in May, and fo they con- 
^ue till the midft of June. What they plant in April they reap in AuguH, for May 
in September, for June in 0£h)ber. Every (talk of their com commonly Searcth 
two earn, fome three, feldom any four, many but one, and fome none. Every ear 
ordinarily bath be^een two hundred and five hundred grains^ The ftalk being green 
hath a fweet juice in it, fomewhat like a fug^r cane, which is me caufe that when they 

g ather thdr com green, they fuck the (talks : for as we gather green peas, fo do tiicy 
idr com being green, which excelleth their old. They plant alfo peas they call 
aflentamens, wmtm are the fame they call in Italy fagioli. Their beans are the fame the 
Turks gamanfes; but thefe they much efteem for dainties. 

Their com they roalt in the ear green, and bruifing it in a mortar of WQod with a 
polt, lap it in rolls in the leaves of their com, and fo toil it for a dainty. They alfo 
referve that com late planted that will not ripe, by roa/ting it in hot aftes, the heat 
thereof drying it. In winter they efteem it bring boiled with beans for a rare di(h, they 
call pauftirowmena. Their old wheat they firfl»fteep anight in hot water, in the morning 
pounding it in a mortar. • They ufe a fmall ba(ket for their temmes, then pound again 
the great, and fo feparating by dafliing thrir lumd in the ba(ket, receive the flourm a 
platter made of wood, feraped to that form with burning and (hells. Tempering this 
flour with water, th^ make it either in cakes, covering them with aflies till they be 
baked, and then waining them in fair water, they dry prefently with their own heat : 

8 or 
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or eUe boil them b eating the broth adth the beadj ^hicb they csdljMHiap. >3^ 
gronte and pieces the corns reinaiobg, by huinmg m the platter or m the Wind, amrayS; 

thb;bran they boil three or four houn with water, which jg an ordinary food they call 
uftan!\}iamen. But fome more th^fty than cleanly do bum the core of the ear-tapow- 
der, which they call pungnough, mbgUng that in thdr meal, but it neyer taftc^vwell 
b bead lib broth. Their hfli and flelh they boil dther very tenderly, or boil it io 
long on hvtrdle^ over the fire } or elfe after the Spanilh falhbn, pbtin^ it on a fpk, 
they, turn the one then the other, till it b as ^ as thidr Jerkin beef b .the 
that thje^:,iD;^ fcec^ it a dba^^pr mwe. without putruying. The. broth 
of;fib6r.4i^,!he^'paii.as'cottta»nly ^^: . . 

melohi'''^Mt'4<^jahd|jrotfe,'\yr^^ thei^''t;a|l'baiebcl|^ vplf^’bini^fe exccfe^nblyiiand 
ripedb tlbbii^i)^ pf ;Jby> f^.^tbtbtte;^ plant atfoimiia* 

cocks, a wild milt lute a leobh; Which alfo bbeiii£^ bfiniltely. Tb^ begin to ripen b 
September, and'contbue till jbe end of O^oberjt, all their hmite^b gadiered, 

little elfe they plant, and this is done by their womens and children ; neither doth this 
long fufBce them, foi; near three parts of the year thw only obierve times and feafons, 
and live of wimt the country naturally afibrdeth from nand to mouth, &c. 

The Cmm^ies in Virpnia, or that may be bad by Indujiry, 

TH^ mUdnefs bf the air, the fertility of the foil, and fituadon of the rivers, are fo 
propitious to the nature and ufe of man, as no place is more convenient for pleafore, 
profit, and man’s fuftenance, under that latitude or climate. 

Here will live any beads, as horfes, goats, Iheep, afies, hens, &c. as appeared by them 
that were carried thither. The waters, ifles, and ihoals, are full of fafe harbours for 
fhips of war or merchandize, for boats of all forts, for tranTporlbdon or fifhbg, bcc> 
The bay and rivers have much merchantsdile fifli, and places fit for fait coats, biiildbg 
of fhips, making of iron, &c. 

Mubovia and Polonia do ydfirly receive many thoufands for pitch, tar, foap-afhes, 
rofin, flaa(, cordage, dungeon, mads, yards, wainfcot, furs, glafs, and fuch like; alfo 
Sweediand for iron and copper. France in like manner for wine, canva^ and bit. 
Spain as much for iron, deei, figs, raifins, and facks. Italy with filks and velvets con- 
fumes our chief commodities. Holland maintabs itfelf by fifhbg and trading nt our 
own doors. All thefe temporize with other for neceflities, but all as uncertain as peace 
or vfSs. Befides the charge, ti:livel,.and danger in tranfportbg them by few, la^ds, 
dorms, and pirates. Then how much hath Virginia the prerogative bf alf tho]^ 
flourifhbg kbgdoms, for the benefit of our land, when as within one hundred' bifea'iiu 
thofe are to be had, either ready provided by nature, or elfe to be prepared, wece th^e 
but bdudrious men to labour. Only of copper we may doubt is wanting, but there i^ 
go^ probability that both copper and better minerals are there to be had for 
labour. Other countries have it. So then here is a place a i^urfe for foldio^,*'' a 
practice for mariners, a trade for merchants, ^ reward for the good, and that wb‘cK is 
mod of all, a bufinefs (mod acceptable to to bring fuch poor infidels to the know- 
ledge of God and his holy gofpel. 

t 

Of the natural Inhabitants <f Virginia. 

• THE land is not populous, for the men be few ; their du- greater number is of women 
and children. Within fijcty miles of James Town, there are about fome five thoufand 

von. XIII. F people 
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w^ffeth at his bracerty of any fplint of a ftotie^^vr giafSj ra the forai :i4^<ft: .hieia^iiMt4 
thefe they glue to the end of tbeh> arrows. ' the iinews.of deer, and- the tops 

deers horns, boiled to a jelly, dtey make a glue that will^not didblve in coM wafiv. 

For thdr wars alfo they ufe targets that are ronnd, and made of the barks of .trees, 
and afwft'd of wood at tneir backs, but oftentimes theyeife for fwords the herd of a 
dear, put through a piece of wood in form of a pickaxe ; fome a long Hone f^rpened 
at both aids, ufed in the fame manner : this they were wont to ufe alfo for hatjchets, 
but now by trucking they have plenty of the fame form of iron i and thofe are their 
chief inftruments and arms. 

Thar fifliing is much in boats ; thefe they make of one tree, by burning smd 
fcratching away the coals with ilones and fhclls, till they have made it'in form of a 
trough. Some of them are an ell deejf, and forty or fifty feet in4ength, and fooie will 
brar forty men, but the moil ordinary are fmaller, and will bear ten, twenty, or 
thirty, according to their bigndfs. Inftead of oars, they ufe paddles and fticks, with 
which they will row fafter than our barges. Betwixt their hands and thjjghs, their 
women ufe to fpin the barks of trees, deer finews, or a kind of grafs they call pem> 
menaw, of thele they make a thread very even and readily. This thread fe^eth for 
many ufes, as about thdr houfing, apparel, as alfo they make nets for fifhing,,. for 
the quantity as formally braided as ours ; they make allb with it lines for angles. 
Their hooks are either a bone grated, as they notch their arrows, in the form of a 
crooked pin or filh>hook, or of the fpiinter of a bone tied to the clift of a little 
ftidk, and with the end of the line they tie on the bait. They ufe alfo long arrows 
tied in a line, wherewith they Ihoot at fifli in the rivers ; but they of Accawmach 
ufe ftaves like unto javelins, headed with bone ; with thefe they dart filh fwimining 
in the water. They have alfo many artificial wires, in which they get abundance* 
of fiih. 

In their hunting and fifhing they take extreme pains, yet it being their ordinary 
exercife from their infancy, they efteem it a pleafure’, and are very proud to be ex- 
pert therein ^ and by their ccmtinual ranging and travel, they know all the advan- 
tages and places moll frequented with deer, beads, filh, fowl, roots, and berries. 
At their buntings they leave their habitadons, and reduce themlelves into companies, 
as the Tartars do, and go to the moll defert places with their families, where they fpend 
their time in hunting and fowling up towards the mountains, by the heads of their 
rivers, where there is plenty of jgame; for betwixt the rivers the grounds are fo 
narrow, that little cometh here which they devour not : it is a marvel they can fo dr- 
reOly pafs thefe deferts, fome three or four days journey, without habitadon. Their 
hunting-houfes are like unto arbours covered with mats ; thefe their women bear after 
them, with com, acoms, mortars, and all bag and baggage the^ ufe. When they 
come to the place of exercife, every man doth his belt to Ihew his dexterity, for by 
their excelling in thofe qualities they get their wives. Fort^^r yardawill they Ihmt level, 
or very near the mark, and one hundred and twenty is their bell at random. At their 
huntings in the deferts they are commonly two or three hundred together. Having 
found the deer, they environ them with many, fires, and betwixt the fires they place 
themfelves, and fome take thdr Hands in the midfl. The deer being thus frightened by 
the fires and their voices, they chafe them fo long within that circle, that many dmes 
they kill fix, dght, ten, or., fifteen at a iuinfing. They ufe alfo. to drive tliem intc); 
fome narrow point of l«id,.when they find that advantage, and fe force them into< 
the river, where, wHh thdr boats, they have ambufeadoes to kill them. When they have 
Ibot a deer by land, they follow him like bloochhounds by the blood and ftrain, and 

often'imes. 
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• thettii i Hares, p^ri4j|^,>t.urkie8, or eggs, fat or lean, or 

old, they devour all they oan ^atch in their power* In one of thefe huntings* they 
fodnd itte^in the difeovery of the head of the river of < Cbickahamania, where ,they, flew 
my men, and took me prifoner in a bogmire, where I law thofe exercifes^ a»d ga« 
thoed thefe obfervations. -» t 

O)^ flivage hunting alone ufeth the fkin of a deer flit on the one fide, and fo put on 
his arm through the neck, fo that his hand comes to the head, which is fluffed, and 
the horns, head, eyes, ears, and every part as artificially counterfeited as they 
can devife ; thus mrouding his body in the fkin, by ftallung he approacheth the 
jdeer, creeping on the ground from one tree to another } if the deer chance to 
find fault, br ftand at gaze, he tumeth the head with his band to his befl advantage 
to feem like a deer, alfo gazing and licking himfelf ; fo watching his befl advantage 
t<y approach, having ihot him, he chafeth him by blood and ftrain till he get 
him. 

• they intend any wars, the Werowances ufually have the advice of their 

priefls and conjurors, and their allies, and ancient friends, but chiefly the priefls 
determine their rjffolution. Every Werowance, or feme lufty fellow, they appoint 
captain over every nation. They feldom make war for lands or goods, but for wo- 
men and children, and principally for revenge. They have many enemies, namely, 
all their weflcrnly countries beyona the mountains, and the heads of fhe rivers. Upon 
the head of the Powhatans are the Monacans, whofe chief habitation is at Rafauweak, 
untcvwhum the Mowhemenchughes, the Maflinnacacks, the MonahaiTanughs, the 
Monafickapanoughs, and other nations, pay tributes. Upon the head of the river 
of I'oppahanock, is a people called Mannahoacks, to thefe are contributors the 
Tauxanias, the Shackaconias, the Oniponeas, the Tegninateos, the Whonkentcaes, 
the Stegarakes, the Haflinnungaes, and divers others, all confederates with the Mo. 
nacans, though many different in language, and be very barbarous, living for the 
mofl part of vrild beaus and* fruits. Beyond the mountains, from whence is the head 
of the river Patawomeke, the favages report, inhabit their moll mortal enemies, the 
Maffau'omekes, upon a great fait water, which by all likelihood is either fome part of 
Canada, Ibme great lake, or fome inlet of fome fea that falleth into the South Sea. 
Thefe Maffawemekes ar^a great nation and very populous ; for the beads of all thofe 
rivers,' efpecially the Pattawomekes, the Pautuxuntes, the Safquefahanocks, the 
Tockwoughes, are continually tormented by them, of whofe cruelty they generally 
complained, and very importunate they were with me and my company to free them 
from thefe tormentors: to this purpofe they offered food, condud, afiiflance, and 
continual fubje£lion } which I concluded to effe£l ; but the council then prefent 
emulating my fuccefs, would not think it fit to fpare me forty men to be hazarded 
in thofe unknown regions, having paffed (as before was fpoken of,) but with twelve, 
and fo wis lofl that opportunity. Seven boats full of thefe Maffawomekes we en- 
countered at the head of the bay, whofe targets, balkets, fwords, tobaccopipes, . 
platters^ bows and arrows, smd every thing (hewed they much exceeded them of 
our parts, and their dexterity in their fmali boats, made of the barks of trees. Tewed 
with bark, and well luted with gum, argueth that they ar$ feated upon fome great 
water. . ■' . 

Againfl all thefe enemies the Powhatans are conflrained fometitnes to fight. Their 
chi^' attempts are by ftratagems, treacharies, or furptifaiS. Yet the Werowance’s 
women and children they put not to death, but keep them captives.^ They have a 

method 
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tnedpfl'ia war; uid &r our pkafuies- they dievred it to u8«< wul’ it was itt^diiB ttamier 
per^iwd at Mawyaiuent. 

IbviaiR painted sad dii|[uifed diet^^ ia the fierc«ft laanaer codllidev%>* 
they dwiQ^'dMBifelvies into two compoEdesy near a hundred in a eOmiMUiy ; theiwe 
company eafted Moaacas, the other Powhatans ; dther army had their oaptsdn. Th^e, 
as enettMS, took their Aand a moiket fhct one ^m another, ranked themfelves fifteen 
abeeaft; add each sank ftrom another ftmr orfiTe yards, not in file; but ia the opeidn^ 
betwixt their files ; fo the rear could lboot%s conveniently as the ^nt. Having thus 
pitched dm fields, from other part went a meflei^r with thefecondidons; that who* 
ibever were van^u^ed, fudi as efcape upon their fubmiffion in two days after Should 
live, Imt their wives and children Aould be prize for the conquerors. The'mefiengers 
were no fixmer returned, but they approached in their orders ; on each flank a fetjeant, 
and in the rear an officer for lieutenant, all duly keeping their orders, yet leaping and 
finging after their accuftometf tunc, which they only ufe in wars. Upon the firft flight 
of arrows they gave fuch horrible ffiouts and fcreacHes, as fo many infernal hell'lipunds 
could not have made them more terrible. When they had fpent their arrows, they joined 
together prettily, charging and retiring, every^lank feconding other ; as they got ad- 
vantage, theycatched their enemies by the hair of the head, and down he came that 
was taken ; his enemy with his wooden fword feemed to beat out his brains, and ftill 
they crept to the rear to maintain the Ikirmiih. The Monacan^ decreafing, the Pow- 
batans cnarged them in the form of a half moon ; they, unwilling to be inclofed, fled all 
in a troop to thmr anibufcadoes, on whom they led them very cunningly. The Mo- 
nacans difperfe themfelves among the frelh men, whereupon the Powhatans retired 
with all fpeed to their feconds, which the Monacans feeing, took that advantage to 
retire again to their own battle, and fo each returned to thdr own quarter. All their 
a&ions, voices, and gdtures, both in charging and retiring, were lb drained to the 
bright of their quality and nature, that the ftrangoieis thereof made it feem very 
dri^tful. * 

For their mufic they ufe a thick cane, cm which they pips as on a recorder. For 
their wares they have a great deep platter of wood, lliey cover the mouth timeof 
with a 11^, at each comer they tie a walnut, which meeting on the back fide near the 
bottom, with a fmall rope they twitch them together till it be fd^tough and ftiff, that they 
d%bettupon it as upon a drum. But their chief inftruments are rattles made of 
fmall g^rda or pumpeons ihells. ^Ofthefe they have bafe, tenor, counter-tenor, 
mean, and treble. Tbefe mingled with their voices, fometimes twenty or thirty 
toget^, make fuch a terrible noife as would rather affright than driight any man. 
If any great commander arrive at the habitation of a Werowaace, they fpread a mat, aa 
the Turks do, a carpet for him to fit upon. Upon another right oppofite, they fit 
tbeinfolves. Then do all, wkh a tunable voice of Ibouting bid him welcome. After 
duB do two or more of thrir cbiefolt mea make an oration, trilifyii^ fheir love. 
Whkb theydo witli .fuch.|vehemency,mdfo great paffions, diat they iWat till diey 
&!op,niHt are fo out of breath they can fcaree f|eak. So that a man vpoidd take thein 
toteexceeding ai^ry, or j^k mad. Such vi&uals as they have, diey fpend finely, 
smd at night, where hb Iq^ging is appointed; they fet a wonum frelh painted red with 
IMcoBcs and fo be hif &d iUlow^ 

-^Thrir fofmimr of uudwgXia iffir etmpei^ beadi^ and Inch ftke^ftnr which they give fitch 
commoffittes as they fovB; fifo, *od tlKor coaotry oam, But dtrir 

Every 



sw£;Eii*«' yuLGimA. 30 

. ; qi 9 ^e jhtmSidvM fitskr .^tb 4mkiQg -^e jttke of a footabey ikl 

tvi^(kan,and wator ; wbereof they pour fo a quantity, that it fui!|;ethilMaia« 
yefry.noiapt manaev ; fo thatin thnee or>foar Oi^safter, liiey. fcarce recoror .ther foaner 
b^tL Sometjfni^ . they aiWtj^ubled with diup&es,, fwe^^ aad!ltteh l3hs 

dii^es ; for oire vhweof they 1>uiidafo>veia theform.of a dove^hoafe nitfa matii^fo 
clpfedujt a tew coals therein covered with a pot, will make die padeot fweat extramiely* 
fwellings alfo thf y ufe Imall piecesmf touch>woQd, in the form of cbves, which 
prjcking on the grief they bum plofe to thei^delh, and from thence draw the oormpdon 
with their mouth. With this root wighfacan they ordinarily heal green wounds. But 
to fcarify a fwelling or make incifion thmrbell iuftrom«am‘ areXome j^ptfovtedftone. 
Old plcen,*or putrined hurts are feldom feen cured amoogft them. . Th^ kSfe many 
prpfefled pbyficians, who with their charms and rattles, wid) an iofenial tout of words 
and adions, will Teem to fuck thrir inward grief from their navels, or their .giieved 
places ; but of our chirurgeons they were fo conceited^ that they b^eved w] plaifter 
would^eal any hurt. 

But ’tis not ill phyficians* {kill 
To heal the Iptfeiit that is lick »nd ith * 

For fometimes fickticfs on the patieiH’s part» 

Proves ilrunger far than all phyfisians* art. 

Of their Religion. 

Th|;re is yet in Virginia no place difeovered to be fo favage in Which they have 'not 
a religion, deer, and Imw and arrows. All things that are able to do them hurt beyond 
their jn'evendon, they adore > with their kind of divine worlhip ; as the Hre, water, 
lightning, thunder, our ordnance, pieces, horfes, &c. But their chief god they 
worlhip is the devil. Him thev call Okee, andferve himmoreof fear than love. They 
fay they have conference with him, and fafoion themfelves as near to his lhape as they 
can imagine. In their temj^es they have his image evil fovouredly carved, and then 
painted a^ adorned with chwst°f copper, and beads, and covered with aildn in fu^ 
manner as the deformities ma)^ well fuk with fuch a god. By him is commonly the 
fepulcbre of thrir kings. Their bodies are iirll; bowellcd, then dried upon hurdlm dtt 
they be very dry, and lb alfbut the moft of their joints and neck they tmng bracelets, 
or chains orcopper, pearl, and fuch like, as they ufe to wear, their, inwards they ftuft’ 
with copper beads, hatchets, and fuch tralh. Then lap they them very CaraMly in 
white ikitw, and fo roll them in nmts for their winding fheets. And, in the tomb which 
is an arch made of mats, they lay them orderly. What remaineth of this kind of wealth 
their kings have, they fet at theif feet in baikets. Tbi^ temples and bodies are kept 
by thrir priells. ^ 

For their ordinary burials they a deep hole in the earth with lharp lUkes, and ' 
the corpfe b^ng lapped in Ikinsand mats with their jewels, they lay them upon Itickk 
in the ground, and fo cover, them with earth. The burial ended, women, bring 
painted all their fimeswith blnck coal and oil, do fit twenty*four hours in the hoqfos 
moummg and lamenting by turns, with fuch yelling and hovriing, as may esprefo their 
great paffions. , , 

In every territory of a Werowance is a temple and a priell, two or tHtwemr mofe,i 
Thrir prmcipal temj^e or phice of/foperltitioti is at Uttinullack, « Pamaunkee^ sear 
unto whmhisalioule,teoi^e,(»'pbceofPoii»hatans. V. , ^ ^ ^ 

Upon the top of certain red Tandy hills in the woods, there are th^ greaiC houfot > 

liUed 
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filled ^\nth images of kiags and devils; afid tombs of their predet^ors. ‘Dtpfe. 
hbUf^'are near fix^ f^'in lengtt!^ bdlt.h«'b6ar*wife,^aft^^ baildm&. This 
tlil^ cpcmt fo hcdf as that but the prieils and kings'^^are come mto .them the 
faW^ du^ iiot go up the tiv^in boats by it, but they Solemnly ;.c^ fpme pieoievof 
copper, vMb beads^ or pocones im^ the river^ for fear,|heir Okee Ihould be offeildeH 
and re^ged of them. Thus . 

'sii? 

Fear was the firft^hdr gods begot : 

Till fear began their gods were not. 

In tlus place commonly are refident ieven prlefis. The chief differed from the reft 
in his ornaments, but inferior priefts could hardly be known from the common j^eopld, 
but that they had not fo many holes in their ears to bang their jewels at. The orna* 
m en iftg of the chief prieft were certain attires for his head made thus : they took a dozen 
or fixteenor more fnake (kins and ftuffed them with mofs, and of weafels and other 
vermin fldns a good many. All thefe they tie by their tails, fo as all their tailiypeet in 
the top of thdr head like a great taffel. Round about this taffel is as it were a CTown of 
feath ers, the Ikins hang round about his hea(|||neck and ihoulders, and in a manner 
cover his ^e. The faces of all their priefts are painted as ugly as they can devife, in 
their hands they had every one his rattle, /ome bafs, fome fmmler. Their devotiop was 
moft in fongs, which the chief prieft beginneth and the reft followed him; fome times he 
maketh invocations with broken fentences by ftarts and ftrange paifions, and at every 
paufe, the raft give a Ihort groan. ^ 

Thus feek they in deep fooliflinefss 

To climb the heighc of itcippinefs. 

It could not be perceived that they keep any dily as more holy than other ; but only 
in fome great diftrefs of want, fear of enemies, times of triumph, and gathering together 
their fruits, the whole country of men, women, and children come together to folem- 
mties.' The manner of their devotion is fometimes to make a great fire in the houfe or 
fields, and all to fing and dance about it with rattles and fhouts together, four or five 
hours. Somefimes they fet a man in the midft, and abbut bim they dance and fing, he 
^ the while clapping his hands, as if he would keep timej, and after their fongs and 
lacing ended they go to their fcafts. 

Through god begetting fear, 

blinded mind did rear *- 

A lidbgod tuthe ghofts ; , ’ 

A heifven-god to the hoalU; 

Yea god unco iho fcas ; 

Fear did create all thefe* 


Tliey have alfo divers conjurations, one they made when I was their prifoner ; oJ 
which herder you fhall read at laige. 

They have alfo certaia altar ftones they call pawcorances ; but thefe ftand fiom thdi 
temples, fome by their houfes, others in the woods and wildemeffes, where they have 
have had any extracn'dinary accident or encounter. And as you travel, at thofe ftones 
ibey vill tell you the caufe fHiy they were there ereded, tThi^h from age to. age they 
ittftrud their children, as their beft records of antfqidties. Upon-mefe they ojffei 
bldbd; deer fuet, and tobacco. . This they do when tll^ iretdnt from the wars, ^oir 
'i , 10 hunting. 





nrnr o^ter oecalkH^ The/ hsve. ‘atfo anodfid^ 


mfmSf ’xfha^ the 'iMieifs afe rotigii hi ^ mere and fea 
coBwrwriiii tbJthewil&rV 


^ /’fidesior^ifingjii;' their ^ 

pVpcatk»ie| they caft tobacco, cc^par^ j^ones, # Ihi^ into the eKater,t<> ' 
paeity thfi whom thw diiakt to be veiy angry in thofe ftdrms. BeFore th^ 
dhmers and fuppers, the bitter Tort ta|p die 6 m b&,‘ and caft i| in the fire, whk^ 

is all the grace thejF are known to ufe. ^ ^ • 

In feme part of the country they have yearly a lacrifice o£ children. Such a oner 
was at <Quiyoughcohanock, feme ten miles from James Town, and thus peifonned. 
El§teen^;l^ the^prOpereft young boys, between tOnand fiftem-yemrs of^ge, they ^nted 
,whit& Havinn brought them forth, thO people Ijpent the fereiioon in dancing wd 
fingi% about them with rattles. In the afternoon they ptit thofe children to t^ root 
> of a tree. By them all the men'^ ftood in a gumrd, eve^ one having a baftinado in 
his hmid, made of reeds bound together. This made a hme betisyeen them all along, 
thabugh^ich there were appointed five young men to fetch thefe children : fo every 
. one of the five went through the guard t|| fetch a child each after other by turns, the 
gusli’d fiercely beating» them with their mftinadoes, and they patiently endmring and 
receiving all, defending the children wiA then: naked bodies feiwi the unmerciful blows 
that pay them foundly, though the children efcape. All this while the women weep 
and cry out very paffionately, providing mats, fi^s, mofs, and dry wood, as things 
fitting, their children’s funerals. After the ^dren were thus paffed the gua^, me 
guard tore down the trees, branches and bouj^ with fuch violence that they rent dte 
Body, and made wreaths for their heads, or bedecked didr hair with the leaves. 

, TVW elfe was done with the children was not feen ; but they were all caft on a heap, 
in na valley, as dead, where they made a great feaft for all the company. Tne 
Werowance bong demanded the meaning of diis facrifice, anfwered, that the duldren 
were not all dead, but that thu dcee or d^ did fuck the blood from their left breaft, 
who chanced to be his by lot, till they were dead, but the reft were kept in the wilder^ 
nefs by the young men till tune months were eitpitied, during which time they muft not 
converfe with any i and of thefe were made their priefts and conjurers. Tbis facrifice 
they hdd to be fo neceflary, lthatif they ihould omit it, their okee, or devils and 4II their 
other quiyoughcofughs, which su« thdr gods, would let them have no deer, 
turkics, com, nor fim, and yet befides, he would make a great flaughter amongft: 
them. 

l^ey ^ink that their Werowaaces and priefts, which they*tdfo efteem quiyough- 
cofughs, ^ea. they are dead^ do go beyond the numatains towards the fetdng of the 
fun, and ever remain there in form of their okef, witn their heads painted red with oil 
and pocones, finely trimmed with, feathers, and feall have beads, itatchett!, copper, and 
tobacco, doiqg nothing but dance and fing, with all their predeceflbrs. But the 
common people, they fuppofe, fliall not live after death, but rot m thdr graves, like dead 
dogs. * . 

To divert them from this blind idolatir, we did our beft endeavours, chiefly ^tti 
the Weib^iice of Quiyoughcohanock, whofe devotion, apprehenfion, and sdm 
pofifion much exceeded any in thofe countri#, with whom althdugb we cpiud not as 
yet prevail to forfake hJs felfe ^s^ yet this he did bel||re, that our God as much 
exceeded our guns dkr thdr bows and arrows, and many times eftd fend tt> 

roe at Jamn Town, Intreatin^ me to pray to my God for 1^, for thi^ gods would 
not fend them any. And m this lamentable ignorance do ibefe ))oor fouls lacrifice 
themfelves to the devft, not knowing thdr creator; and we had not langu^ 
VOL. xiii. o fuffident 
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liiflKienti^' plenty to exprefs it, as make them underflsod it| mhidi God gjtaat 
^mayj for 

Religion ^tidthat doth diftionnih ns ^ 

( Trora thar brute humour, well we may it. hnow ; 

That ean with upderilandin|Largoe thus, 

.. Oar God is truth ; but thcj^nnot do fo. 

* 

Of the Manner of the Virginians* Government. 

Although the county peopje be very barbarous, yet have they amonjgft t^m fiKh 
covemmeut as that thdr m^iftrates for good commanding, and their people for due 
lubjedUon and obeying, excel many places that would be counted very civil. The 
form of thdur commonwealth is a monarchical government, one as emperor, ruleth ' 
over many kings or governors. Their chief ruler is called Powhatan, and taketh his 
name of his principal place of dwelling called Powhatan ; but his properliiame' is 
Wahunfonacock. Some countries he hath^which have been his ancellors, and came ■ 
unto him by inheritance, as the country cal^ Powhatan, Arrohateck, Appamatuck, 
Famaunkee, Youghtanund, and Mattapanient. All the reft of his territories expielfed 
in the map, they report, have been his feveral conquefts.^ In all his ancient inhe- 
ritances he bath houfes built after thar manner, like arbours,*^ fome thirty, fome forty 
yards long, and at every houfe provifton for his entertainment, according to the time. 
At Werowcomoco, on the north fide of the river Pamaunkee, vras his reftdence, when 
I was delivered him prifoner, fome fourteen miles from James Town, where, for the 
moft part, he was refident ; but at laft he took fo little pleafure in our near neighbour- . 
hood, that he retired himfelf to Orapakes, in the defert betwixt Chickahamanta and 
Youghtanund. He is of perfonage a tall well-proportioned man, with a four look, his 
head fomewhat grey, his beard fo thin that it feemeth none at all, his age near lixty, 
of a very able and hardy body to endure any labour ; about his perfon ordinarily at- 
toideth a guard of forty or hfty of the talleft men his country doth afford. Every 
night, upon the four quarters of his houfe, are four centinels, each from other a flight 
Ihoot, and at every half hour one from the corps du guard doth hollow, fhakmg 
lus lips with his Anger betweoi them; unto whom every fentinel doth anfwer 
round from his ftand : if any fail, they prefently fend forth an officer that beateth 
hiffi extremely- 

A mile from Orapakes, in a thicket of wood, he. hath a houfe, in which he keepeth 
his kind of treafure, as fkins, coraer, pearl, and beads, which he ftorethup againft the 
time of his death and burial, l^re alfo is his ftore of red paint, for ointment, bows 
and arrows, targets and clubs. .This houfe is fifty or fixty yards in length, frequented 
only by priefts. At the four corners of this houfe ftand four images as fentinels, one 
of a dragon, another a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth like a giant-like 
man, all made evil ftivouredly, according to their beft workmanlhip. ; 

He hath as many women as he will, whereof, when he lieth on his bed, one iitteth 
at his head, and another at his feet ; but when he fitteth, one fitteth on his right hand, 
and another on his left ; as he is wearf of his women, he beftoweth them on thofe 
that teft deferve them at 1^ hands ; when be dineth or fuppeth, one of his women 
before and after meat, brmgeth him water in a wooden platter to wafh his hands ; 
aifotW waiteth with a bunch of feathers t6 wipe them, inftead of a towel, and the 
feathers, he hath wiped, are dried again. I£s kingdoms defeend not to his fons 
nor childlJ^ but firft to his brethren, whereof he hath three,, namely, Opitchapan,. 

Opcchao. 
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cldeft fiftar, then to the i^ft, aildj^er them, to thedtdrsmale or female of the eki# 
lifter, but never to the heirs of the males. 

He nor any of his people underftand any letters, whi!l-eby to vnite or read, only the 
laws whe^by he ruleth is /:uftoni. Yet, when he lifteth, his will is a law, and muft 
be obeyed ; not only as a king, but as hal!^ god, they efteem him. His inferior kings, 
whom they call Werowances, are tied to n^e by cuftom, and have power of life and 
death at their command in that nature. But this word Werowance, which we call and 
conftrue for a king, is a common word, whereby they call all commanders ; for they 
have few.wm-ds in their language, and but few occafions to ufe any officers more 
than one commander, which commonly they call Werowance or Caucoroufe, which is 
captain. They all know their feveral lands, habitations, and limits, to fifh, fowl, or 
hunt in ; but they hold all of their great Werowance Powhatan, unto whom they pay 
tribute of (kins, beads, copper, pearl, deer, turkies, wild beafts, and com. What he 
edmmaideth, they dare not difobey in the leaft thing. It is ftrange to fee with what 
great fear and adoration all thefe peopk do obey this Powhatan ; for at his, feet they 
prefeht whatfoever he commandeth, andrk the leaft frown of his brow, their greateft 
fpirits will tremble with fear ; and no marvel, for he is very terrible and tyrannous in 
punifhing fuch as offen^ him : for example, he caufed certain malefactors to be bound 
hand and foot, then having of many fires gathered great ftore of burning coals, they 
rake thefe coals round in the form of a cock-pit, and in the midfl: they call the offenders 
to broH to death. Sometimes he caufeth the heads of them that offend him to be laid 
upon the altar of facrlhcing ftone, and one with clubs beats out theif brains : when he 
would punifli any notorious enemy or malefaftor, he caufeth them to be tied to a tree, 
and with mufcle-fhells or reeds, the executioner cutteth^jff his joints one after another, 
ever cafting what they cut off into the fire j then doth he proceed with Ihells and reeds 
to cafe the Ikin from his headland face ; then do they rip up his belly, and fo bum him 
with the tree and all. Thus themfelves reported they executed George Caffen. Their 
ordinary correftion is to beat them with cudgels. We have feen a man kneeling on 
his knees, and at Powhatan's command, two men have beat him on the bare fkjn t till 
he hath fallen fenfelefs in a fwoon, and yet never cry nor complidned. And he made 
a woman, for playing the whore, fit upon a great ftone, on her bare breech, twenty- 
four hours, only with corn and water, every three days, till nine days were paft, yet 
he loved her exceedingly ; notwithftanding, there are common whores by profeffion . 

In the year 1608, he fuxprifed <he people of Payahkatank, his near neighbours and 
fubjefts. The occafion vras to us unknown, but the manner was thus : firft, he fent 
divers of his men as to lodge amongft them that night, then the ambufeadoes environed 
all theu; houfes, and at the hour appointed they all fell to the fpoil : twenty-four men 
they flew, the long hair of the one fide of their heads, with the fkin cafed off with 
fliells or reeds, they brought away. The furprifed alfo the women and the children, 
and the werowance : all thefe they prefented to Powhatan. The werowance, women, 
and children became his prifoners, and do hnn fervice. The locks of hair, with their 
fldns, he hanged on a line betwixt two tre^? and thus he made oftentation of his 
triumph at Werowocomoco,whCTe he intencRd to have done ad much to me and my 
company. . 

And this is as much as my fhemory can call to mind worthy of note ; which I have 
purpofely collefted, to fatisfy my friends of the true worth and quality of Virginia. 
Yet feme bad natures will not flick to flander the country, that will llovenly fpit at all 
things, cfpecially in company, where they can find none to contradid them. Who 

® s though 
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yet holding it a ^reat difgiace tbtt^iBQOgft fo iiffl their addons wmiaorhiog*^ 

^claim of all ttungs, though th^ never adventured to know any tbiogii nor evar did 
any thing but devour the iruits ^ other moi’e labours ; bc^ idr moft part of fiiich 
tender educations, and fiaiall experJoice m nuutiai accidents, becaufe they foundf not 
Englilh cities, nor fuch fair boufes, nor A their own wiOies any of their accuftomed 
dainties, with feather-beds and down pillws, taverns and ale-houfes in every breathmg 
place, neither fuch plenty of gold and nlver and diiTolute liberty, as they expeded, 
nad little or no care of any thing but to pamper tlieir bellies, to ny away with our pin- 
naces, or procure their means to return for England. For the country^ was thun 
a milWy, a ruin, a death, a hell ; and their reports here, and their a^ims there 
according. ^ 

Some other tiicre were that had yeariy ftipends to pafs to and again for tranfpbrta- 
tion : who to keep the myftery of the buiineis in themfelves, thougli they had neither 
time nor means to know much of themfelves ; yet all men’s actions or relatiotik they^fo 
formally turned to the temporizing times fimplicity, as they could make their ignorance 
feem much more, than all the true aflors codld oy their experience. And tholi^ with 
their great words deluded the world with fuch ftrange promifes as abufed the bufmefs 
much worfe than the reft ; for the buiinefs being built upon the foundation of their 
fained experience, the planters, the money, and means have ftill mifearried : yet they 
ever returning and the planters fo ftir abfent, who could contradict their excufes ? 
which, ftill to maintain 4beir vain glory and eftimation, from time to time hat e ufed 
fuch diligence as made them pafs for truths, though nothing more falfe. And that the 
adventurers might be thus abufed let no man wonder ; for the wifeft living is fooneft 
abufed by him that hath a fair tongue and a diflembling heart. 

There were many in Virginia merely projecting, verbal, and idle contemplators, and 
ihcife fo devoted to pure idlenefs, that though they had Uved two or three years in Vir- 
^hia lordly, neceffity itfelf could not compel them to pafs the peninfula, or palltfadocs 
of Ji^aoes Town ; and thofe witty fpirits, woat would they not .afSrm in the behalf of our 
tranfporters, to get viChials from thdr ihips, or obtain their good words in England, 
tog:^ their pafles ? ^i hus from the clamours and the ignorance of ftilfe informers 
are tbofc difafters that fprung in Virginia : and our ingenious verbalifts were no 

l^pplagiie to us in Virginia, than the locufts to the Egyptians. For the labour of twenty 
ortnurty of the heft only preferved in chriftianity, by their induftry, the idle livers of 
near two hundred of tiie reft : who living near ten months of fuch natural means as 
the country naturally of ftfielf a&nded| notwithftanding all this, and the worft fury of 
the favages, the extremity of ilcknei^ mutinies, lawon, ignorance, and want of 
visual } in all that time I loft but feven or «gbt men, yet fubjedted the favagi^ to our 
di^ed obedience, and received contribution from thirty-five of their kihgs, to proteCt 
ax^ ^ft them againft any tliatfhpuld aflault them, in which order they edntinu^ true 
and Mth&l, and as fubjeCts to his Majefty, fo long after as I did govern there, until I 
left the country ; ftnee, how they have revolted^ the country loft, and again f^Iant- 
ed, and the bufineftes^^th fucceeded from tiixie to time, I refer you to the relatioas of 
them returned from Virgian, that have hdin more diligent in fuch obfervations. 

John Sjiith writ that witjites own hand* 


Becanfit 



iteiimer of thdr language, Ifaave i^ferted ‘diefe 
' 'few vords^ 


Ka httore^m^a yc/mt. What call you 

■ , . ' 

Memarou^ftLxaaxi, 

Crenepo^ a woman. 

Marowancbsffot z boy. 

Tebawkans, noufes. 

Maichares, ildns or garments. 

Tiiocajtmf flidbs. 

Tujfatiy beds. 

Pokatawer, fire. 

Atiawp^ a bow. 

Aifot 2 ce^noxrs. . 

Monacowest fwords. 

Aummhbowgb, a target. 

Pawcujackst guns. 

Tomahacksy axes. 

TocJcahacksi pickaxes. 

Pamefacksy knives. 

AccvwpfeUt {hears. 

Pa^vOpecoMs^ pipes. 

Mattafiriy coppa*. 

Vjfawaftnyvcoxit braCs, filver, or any vhite 
metal. 

Mujfes, woods. 

Aitafskujf^ leaves, weeds, or gra&. 
Cbepftn^mA. 

Sbacqjttqhocatif a (lone. 
Wepcniert^zoxdRoXA, 

Suckabanna, water. 

. fifiil 

Copetone, ftuugeon. 

WegbJbi^beSf fiefli. 

Sofwwebimf blood. 

Net(^ew, fri^ds. 

Marrdpougb^ enemies. 

MaJ^pdWt the wm^ of enemies. 

ctammay, thebeft of friends. 
Cdfkcutwctkockf peya quagb aequinton 
' uHqfif^t^eugh? In how many days will 
...there come , hither any more Engiilh 
ftlps? 

Their numbers : 

Neadt i ; Nbtgb, a } Nu/s, 3 ; ^Tevigb, 4 j. 
Pdran^Ct 5 ; Comotincb^ S t Ptppatvqftij j 
Httffwajhf 8 ; Kekatavtgb^ 9 ^ Kajkeke, 10. 
They count no more but by tens, as fol« 
loweth: ■ 


how many. 

P^gbfopwkfitt, ao \ 

Nuffapmkfiu^ y:> \ 

^tm^Htpmk^^ 40 ; 

Parankejiajfapooekfiu^ go ; 

Cmalinchitajfa^toekjku^ 60 ; 

i^ujfswajhte^apooekflni^ 70; 

Kekataugbtqffapoaekjkuy go $ 

Necuttougbtyfmougb, 100 ; 

NecutPuaemquaough^ 1000. 

RawcbJmogoSi days. 

Kcjkowgbesy funs. 

Toppqmugb^ nights. 

NepawwcJhowgbsj moons. 

Pawpaxfmgbes, years. 

PmimabtimpSy ftars. 

Ofiesy heavens. 

Okeesy gods. 

Qtayoughcofougbsy petty gods, and their 
affinities. 

Rigbcomougbesy deaths. 

Kekugbesy lives. 

Mowcbick woyawgh tawgh meragb kaqttere 
mecber i I am veiy hungry ^ whatIhaU 
1 eat? 

Tawnornehiegb Powbatanf" Where dimlls 
Powhatan? 

MachCy nehiegh younmghy Orejpaksy Now 
he dwells « great way heno^ at vOra- 
paks. 

Vittapitcbewayne anpecbitchs nebawper We~ 
rowoemocoy You lie, he ftaid ever at 
Werowacomoco. 

Kaior iubiegb mattogb necr uttapHcbewayne^ 
Truly he is therej I do not lie. 

Spmgbtynere keragb yoerdwance nmotna* 
rinough kekate wawgh peyaquavgby Run 
'you then to the King Mawmarynougb^ 

.4 >and bid him come hither. 

Wftekfy e peya vdyack wigbwhip^ Get yot|: 
gone, and come kgain quiclcly. 

Kekaten Pokgpeontas pati^uagb tUit^h twAu 
' ; manotyens * neer mowcbick rawrenock 
audowgby Bid Pokahontas bring hither 
two little balket 5 , and I w 3 I give her 
white beads, to n»ke her a chain. 


5 
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BOOK III. 

CHAP. I.— Proceedings and Accidents cf the EngHJh Colony in Virginia^ extra&ed 
from the Authors followings by William Simonss Doilor (f Divinity, 

IT might be well thought a country fo fair as Virginia is, and a people fo tradkable, 
would long ere this have been quietly poffeffed, to the fatisfaftion of the adventurers, 
and the eternizing of the memory of thofe that effedted it. But bccaufe all the world 
do fee a defailment, this following trcatife lhall give fatisfedion to all indifferent 
readers, how the bufinefs hath been carried j where, no doubt, they will ‘eafily under* 
ftand and anfwcr to their queftion, how it came to pafs, there was no better fpeed and 
fuccefs in thofe proceedings. ’ 

Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll, one of the firft movers of this plantation, having 
many years I'olicited many of his friends, but found fmall afliftance, at laft prevailed 
with fome gentlemen, as Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield, Mr. 
Robert Hunt, and divers others, who depended a year upon his projedls, but ncAhing 
could be effoded, till, by their great charge and induftry, it came to be apprehended 
by certain of the nobility, gentry, and mercliants, fo that His Majefty, by his letters 
patents, gave commiffion for eftablifhing councils, to dired here ; and to govern, and 
to execute there. To died this, was Ipent another year, and by that, three fhips 
were provided, one of one hundred tons, another of forty, and a pinnace of twenty. 
The tranfportation of the company was committed to Captain Chriftopher Newport, 
;a mariner well pradifed for the weftem parts of America. But thdr orders for 
government were put in a box, not to be opened, nor the governors known until 
they arrived in Virginia. 

On the 19th of December, 1606, we fet fail from Bl^ckwall, but by unprofperous 
winds were kept fix weeks in the fight of England ; all which time Mr. Hunt, our 
preacher, was fo weak and fick, that few expeded his recovery. Yet although he were 
out twenty miles from his habitation (the time we were in the Downs), ^d notwith* 
ftanding the ftormy weather, nor the fcandalous imputations (of fome few', little better 
than atbeifts, of the greateft rank amongft us) fuggefted againft him, all this could 
n|per force from himfo much as a feeming defire to leave the bufinefs, but preferred 
the fervice of God, in fo good a voyage, before any affedion to conteft with his godlefs 
foes, whofe difaftrous defigns (could they have prevailed) had even then overmrown 
the bufinefs, fo many difeontents did then arHe, had he not, with the water of patience 
and his godly exhortations (but chiefly by his true devoted examples) quenched thofe 
flames of envy and diflention. 

We watered at the Canaries j we traded with the favages at Dominica ^ three weeks 
we fpent in refrelhmg ourfelves amongft thefe Weft India ifles j in Guardalupa we 
found a bath fo hot, as in it we boiled pork as well as over the fire. And at a little ifle 
called Monica, we took from the bufhes with our hands, near two hogiheads full of 
birds in three or four hours. In Mevis, Mona, and the Virghx ifles, we fpent fome 
time, where, with a loaihfome bead; like a crocodile, called a guayn, toftoifes, peli- 
cans, parrots, and filhes, we^daily feafted. Gone from thence in fearch of Virmnia 
the company was not a little difeomforted, feeiiig the mariners had three days paffed 
dieir reckoning, and found no land, fo that Captain Ratfiffe (captaih of the pintoce) 
rather defiredto l^r up the^elm to return for England, than make further fearch. 
But God, me guide of all good adkions, forcing them by an extreme ftorm to hull all 

9 night. 
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.lught, did drive them by lu8 providence to thdr defired port, beyond all their exftf Na- 
tions, for never any of them hadtfeen that coaft. The fmt land they made they called 
Cape Henry ; where thirty of them recreating themfelves on fhore, were a^aulted by 
five Aivages, who hurt two of the EngUih very dangcroufly. That night was the bojc 
opened, wd the orders read, in which Bartholomew Gofnell, John Smith, Edward 
Wingfiela, Chriftopher Newport, John Ratliffe, John Martin, and George Kendall* 
were named to be the counfel, znd to choofe a prefident amongft them for a year, who^ 
with the council fhould govern. Matters of moment were to be examined by a jury, 
but determined by the major part of the council, in which the prefident had two voices. 
Until dte i 3 jhof May they fought a place to plant in, then the council was fwom, 
Mr. Wingfield was chofen prefident, and an oration made, why Captain Smith was not 
admitted of the council as the refi. 

tiovr fallcth every man to work, the council contrive the fort, the reft cut down trees 
to make place to pitch their tents ; fome provide clapboard to relade the ilnps, fome 
make gardens, fome nets, &c. The favages often vifited us kindly. The prefident*s’ 
overweening jealoufy would admit no exercife at arms, or fortification, but the boughs 
of tfees caft together in the form o|a half moon by the extraordinary pains and dili- 
gence of Captain Kendall. Newport, Smith, and twenty others, were fent to difeover 
the head of the river : by divers fmall habitations they paiTed, in fix days they arrived 
at a town called Powhatan, confifting of fome twelve houfes, plcafantly feated on a 
hill j before it three fertile iiles, about it many of their corn fields, the place is very 
pleafimt, and ftrong by nature ; of this place the prince is called Powhatan, and hs 
people Powhatans } to this place the river is navigable : but higher within a mile, by 
rehfon of the rocks and ifles, there is not paflage tor a fmall boat ; this they call the 
tails : the people in all parts ^dly treated them, till being returned within twenty miles 
of James Town, they gave juft caufe of jealoufy, but had God not bleffed the difeo- 
verers other\yife than thofe at the fort, there had then been an end of that plantation ; 
for at the fort, wherethey arrived the next day, they found feventeen men hurt, and a 
boy ilain by the favages, and had it not chanced a crofs bar ihot from the Ihips ftruck 
down a bough from a tree amongft them, that caufed them to retire, our men had all 
been flain, being fccurely all at work, and their arms in dry fats. 

Hereupon the prefident was contented the fort ihould be pallifadoed, the ordnance 
mounted, his men armed and exercifed, for many were the aftaults, and ambufeades 
of the favages, and our men by their diforderly ftragglihg were often hurt, when the 
favages by the nimblenefs of theiivheels wellefcaped. What toil we had, with fo fmall 
a power to guard our workmen adays, watch all night, refift our enemies, and efteft 
our bufinefs, to relade the (hips, cut down trees, and prepare the ground to plant our 
com, &c. 1 refer to the reader’s confideration. Six weeks being fpent in this manner. 
Captain Newport (who was hired only for our tranfportation) was to return with the 
Ihips. Now Captain Smith, who all this time from their departure from the Canaries 
was reftrained as a prifoner upon the fcaudalous fuggeftions of fome of the chiefs 
(envying his repute) who ftiiued he intended to ufurp the government, murder the 
coimcil, and make himfelf king, that his confederates were difperfed in all the three 
ihips, and that divers of his confederates that revealed it, v/ouM aftirni it j for this he 
was committed as a prifoner : thirteen weeks he remained thus fufpeded ; and by that 
time the ihips ihould return, they pretended out of their coinmiferations, to refer him 
to the council in England to nxeive a check, rather than by particularifing his defigns- 
make him fo odious to' the world, as to touch his life, fh: utterly overthrow hisreputa- 
tmn. But he fo much fcomed thdr charity* and publicly defied the uttermoft of their 
^ cruelty 
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cxtnehy» prai^ted thdr poUcjTt lw/ee«dd;|totTappi^ |^ 

fo veil he demeanw hiiafetf nt bttmiefii^ as aU the cbaAaaf did fee MK&llocaiee> 
and his ^v«ti£ule8 tin^e, and thofefiibonied to accnfe him, accafed h« ac^r^ 
fubornai^^;^ inany untruths w^allegeda^dl him ; butbeiag feafq>«mBatl;|r dlfpr^yed* 
bc^ata jj^end hatred in the hearts of the compuiy agaiaft fuch unjuft et^m^dm^s, 
that dje jwefident was adjut^td to give him aooL fo that all he had was fewecTupon, 
in part of fadsiadioia, which Smith prefentiy returned to the ftore for the general ule of 
the colony. Many were, the mifchieis that daily fprung from their ignmant (ym ambi* 
dous) fpirits, but the good dodrine and exhortation or our preacher Mr. Htmt recon* 
died th«n, and caufed Captain Smith to be admitted of the coundl ; the next day 
all recdved the communion, the day following the favages voluntarily d^r^ peace, and 
Captun Newport returned for England with news ; leaving in Virginia one hundred, 
dte 15th of June 1607. By this obferve ; 

Good men did ne*er tlieir countries ruin bring. 

But when evil men (hall injuries begin ; 

Not caring id corrupt and violate 

The judginenufeat for their own lucre’s fake ; 

Then look that country cannot long havefpeace« 

Though for the prefent it have reft and eaie. 


* 

The names of them that were the firft planters, were thefe following : 


Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield 
Captain Bariholomew Golholl 
Captrin John Smith 
Captain John RatMe 
Captain John Martin 
•Captain George Kendall 


Mr. Robert Hunt, Preacher 
Mr. George Perde 
Amhony Gofnoll 
Gepi^ge Flower 
^ptain Gabrieli Archer 
Kobert Fenton 
Robert Ford 
William Bruftcr 
Edward Harrington 
Dru Fickhoufe 
Thomas Jacob 
Jtdin Brookes 
Ellffi Kingfion 
Thomas Sands 
BenjanUn'Beaft 
John Robinfon 
Thomas Mouton 
Euftace CloviH 
Stolen, Halthn^ 

Kfifitoin Throgmorton 4 
Edwurd Moinh 


Coundl. 


Gent. 


Nathaniel Powell 

Edward Brown 

Robert Behethland 

John Peningtpn 

Jeremy Alicdck 

George Wal||;er 

Thomas Studley 

Richard Crofts 

Nicholas Houlgpave 

Thomas Webbe 

John Waller 

John Short 

William Tankard 

William .Smethes 

Francis Snarfbrough 

Richard Simons 

Edward Brookes 

Richard Dixon , 

John Martin 

Roger Cooke 

Anthony Gofnold 

Thomas Wotton, Chirurgeon 

John Stevenfon 

Thomas Gore 

Henry Adling 

F^saocis Midwinter 

Riehud Frith 


Gent. 


. William 
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'Vril liaii ; l i aso tl 
£idwacc4n^g 
llMMias Emry 
i^bertSioaU 


John La^on 
William Ca£ren 
George CaiTen 
Thomas CaiTen 
}ViUiatn Rodcs 
William White 
Old Edward 
Hdnry Tavin 
George Goulding 
lohn Dods 
William Johnfon 
WiWam Unger 


Carpbiters. 




f Labourers. 


Jaistt Read, bjlickfttith, 

Jonas Profit, fidlw, 

Thomas Cowper, baiiyer, 
ll^Utiun Garret, briddayer, 
Edward Brinto, mafon. 
William Lon;, tailor, 

Nic. Scot, drummer, 

William Wilkinfon, chirurgeon, 

Samuel Collier, boy, 

Nat. Pecock, boy, 

James Brumfield, boy, 

Richard Mutton, boy. 

With divers others to the 
number of loo. 


CHAP. 11 .— happened uU the firft Supply. 

BEING thus left to our fortunes, it fortuned that within ten days fcarce ten amongfl; 
us could^either go, or Well Hand, fuch extreme wcaknefsand ficknefs opprefifed u& 
And thereat none need marvel, if they conildcr the caufe and reafon, which was this j 
whilfi the fhips Aayed, our allowance was fomewhat bettered, by a daily proportion of 
Wcuit, which the failors would pilfer to fell, give, or exchange with us, for money, 
faflafras, furs, or love. But when they departed, there remained neither t <vem, becr> 
houfe, nor place of relief, but ^e common kettle. Had we been as free from all fins 
as gluttony and drunkenneis, we might have been canonized for faints ; but our 
preiidcnt would never have been admitted, for ingrofiing to his private, oatmeal, fack, 
oil, aquavitse, beef, eggs, or what not, but the kettle ; that indeed he allowed equallv 
to be diftributed, and that vna half a pint of wheat, and as much b^ley boiled wim 
water for a man a day, and this having fried fome twenty 'fix weeks in the (hip's hold, 
contained a.< many worms aa grains ; fo that we miglit truly call it rather fo much 
bran than com} our drink was water, our lodgings cailles in the air : with this lodging 
and diet, our extreme toil in bearing and planting pallifadocs, fo (trained and bruifed 
us, and our continual labour in the extremities of the heat had fo weakened us, as 
were caufe fufiicient to have made us as miferabic in our native country', or any other 
place in the world. From May to September, thofc that cfcaped, lived upon fturgeon, 
and fea<rabs ; fifty in this time we buried : the reft feeing the prefident's projeds to 
efcape thefe mderies in our pinnace by flight (who all this time had neither felt want 
nor ficknefs) fo moved our dead fpirits, as we depofed him } and eflablilhed RatcUffe 
in his place (Goiholl being d«id), Kendall depofed. Smith newly recovered, Martin 
and Ratclifle was by his care preferved and relieved, and the moft of the foldters re- 
covered, with the l^ful diligence of Mr. Thomas Wottun our chiratgeon>general. But 
now was all our provifion fpent, the fturgeon gone, all helps abandoned, each hour 
expe^g the furv of the favages } when God, the patron of all good endeavours, in that 
defperate extremity fo changed the he^ of the uvages, that uiey brought fuch plenty 
4}f uieir fruits and provifion as no man wanted. , 

VOL* xiit. H 


And 
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And now it/^ ill dba#bf thd coohd!'^ j^li 1^ . 

advifed^ptiK^ini^ ilicli^^ coi^ts; iM,th^ifauUdrottr ^ng 'i^ our ^'wiiyjl^^ ’ < 
te tbo^i^ itdng dr hece&^ we had ; but what we lhonld ! 6hd» or ws^i|^dr%hfiE^e ^ 

We w Aippoling to niahe i»ir paiTage in two nji^ih^ wd^ 

to live, and tl^ adVa^ge of the jTpmg to woirk } We were at fda nye ip^dis, 
wi^re we both i^t our vtduals and loft the Oj^l^ttniitypf the dme andj&t^O^^ 
by the unfkilful prefompdon of our ignorant^ tia^hfpprters, that yhderi^iod x^>t at 
all what they undertook, , ., , 

Such actions have ever fulce the world’s beginning been fubjefl to ftich acodeftts; 
and every thing of worth is found full of difficuldes ; but nothing fo difficult as to 
eftablifti a commonwealth fo far remote from men and means, and where men’s pinds 
are fo untoward as neither do well themfdves, nor fuft'er others. But to proceed. 

the new prefident and Martin, being little beloved, of weak judgment in dangers, 
and lefs induftry in peace, committed the managing of all things abroad to Captain 
Smith, who, by his own example, good words, and fair promifes, fet fome m mow, 
others to bind thatch, fome to build houfes, others to thatch' them, hirafeli always 
bearing the grieateft talk for his own Ihare ; fo that. in Ihort time, he provided mod of 
them lodgings, negleding any for himfelf. This done, feeing the favages fuperfluity 
t^gin to decreafe (with fome of his workmen) (hipped himfeu in the (hallop to fearch 
^e country i6t trade. The want of 'the language, knowledge to manage his boat 
without Ails, the want of a fuffici^t power, (knowing the muliiiude of thd* favages) 
a]^relfor his men, and other necelTaries, were infinite impediments, yetnodifcourage* 
ment. Being but fix or feven in company, he went down the river to Kecoughtan, 
where at ftrft they fcorned hhn, as a famifhed man, and would in derifion offer him a 
handful of com, a piece of br«id, for their fwords and mufkets, and fuch like pro- 
portions atfo for thar apparel. But feeing by Trade ‘and eburtefy there was nothing 
to: be had, he made bold to try fuch conclufiQps as neceffity inforced, though contrary 
io oPtnmiflion, let dy his mufkets, ran his. boat on fhore, whereat they all fted into 
the woods. So marching towards their houfes, they might fee great heaps of com, 
much ado he had to reftrsun his hungry foidiers from pmfent taking of it, expecting 
^as it happened) that the favages w'ouid aflault them, as not long after they did with a 
moft hideous noife : iixty or fevmty of tbcm, fome black, fome red, fome white, ftime 
party-coloured, came in a fqiiare order, Tinging and dancing but of the woods, with 
their okee (which was an idol made of (kins, ftuSed vvith mofs, aft j^ted and b^ng 
with chains and copper) borne beiprethem ; and in this manner beii!i£,well armed with 
clubs, targets, bows and arroi^,. ftiey.. charged the. lilnglini, that Ip jkindly received 
them with their mufkets 'loaden with piftpl ftibf^ that down All their gpd, imid divers 
%y fprawlmg on the ground, the reft fled again to the woods, and ^[ig fmt onepf 
^etr ftuiyouchkafoucks to offer pc ac^ 'a^d redeem their okoe.! Smith told .^bbtii, . if 
only fix of them would ceme unarmed and load his boat, be would pot only be Their 
friend, but reftbre them their okee, and give them brnds, copper, a^d hateh^ befides* 
whi<m, on both fides, was to their coiit;^ per ArmedT^; and theft’ Th^^liroughT ^ 
veiufon, turkieSf wiltl fowl, bread, and what they bul, fining irnd d^^ in’ ^ft ftf 
frimdfbft ftft they d^rti^ ' his retntn he d|Gpoy.emd tbft Tbi^;3iftd bpunt^bf 

Thai fled. siitiioundlsfthT^Kh iwwff 

n .• ■ dmith. 
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[ t|pir late^Bf^eiy^ r^garf^ but fi^ 

<^uiP tW pirawie to "jpibTidesd 
f4l^wipg|'biat. w tbe intkriitf 
1^;# fbut^le^nia^j t1i£ people iol^iDhiic^^ahainaiiia.: yet wh; " 


care* 


in d9^ 


‘^ngtietd wd Ken^ll n^nj 

^111^8 ;it rapdditi^im th^ abTeat^ ov Smith, the; company’s (hnuce oi 
j^e^ds," ’ai^ thd^ . ^ tdVe to Martin’s niever^tnendiqg ficknd^- 
thdnfelves #ith tbiei^fiilprs^ and other confederates, to regai^ thdr former 
cr^it and 'authority, or at Idtft, iudb meaiys aboard the pinnace, (beii^ htted to (ml as 
Simth hsd appointed, for trade) to alter, her courfe and to go for ^gland. Smith 
unexpe^edly ’t'eturning had the plot (hfcovered to him^ much trouble be had to 
prevent lt,'till with ftore of fakre and m'uiket fhot he fprc^ them to ftay or link in the 
i^eti which adion coft the life of Captain Kendall. Thefe bntwls are fo difgu^fnl, as 
ibme will lay they we h^fe tter forgotten ; yet dl nien of good judgment will conclude, 
it were better their bami^s Ihould be manifdl to the wond thw the bulinefs bear the 
fcorn and fl^me of^thdr excufed diforder^ The prehdent and Captain Archer not 
long after intended alfo to hare abandon^ the country, which prpjed was curbed 
and fuppr^edby Smith. The Spaniard never more greedily delired. gold than he 
viduals, nor his foldiers more to abandon the country, than he to keep iti ]Sut finding 
plenty of corn in the itver of Chickabamania, where hundreds of fav^geS in (fiVers 
places ftood with bsdkets expcding his coming And now the winter apptpachii^, 
the riv|rs became fa covered with (wans, g^e, ducks, and cranes, that we dai]^ 
feafted with good bread, Virginia peas, pumpipns, and putchamins, filli, fowl, arid 
divers forts of ^ wild beaftis as rat as we could eat them, fo that none of our tuftaKaty 
humourifts dcfired to go 'for England, But our comedies never endured long without 
a tragedy ; fome idle ertC^pfions being muttered againfl: Captain Smith, for not difcover- 
ing the head of Chickahamanra river, and taxed by the council to be too flow in fo 
worthy an attempt. The next vPyage he proceeded fo far, that with much labour by 
cutting oftrees afiinder he made his paflage, but when his barge could pals no furtheir, 
he left' her in a broad bay out of d^hg^r of (hot, commanding none mould gp afliore 
t^ his return. ; himfelf with two Englilh and two favages weiit up bigb^eir in a cano^, 
but he was not long abfentf but his men weiit alhore, whofe w^t dr gbyerhmeht 
giive'both occafion and opportunity to the ravages to furprile one GeorgU Caflen, 
whom th^ flew, and much mled not to have cut off t^ b(^ and ail the reu. Smith 
Httle dreatning pf that aeddent, b$ing got to the mai^w at the river’s head, twen^ 
milPs.in the dmeirt, had his two men (lain (as is fupp<i^) fleq^ by the canoe, wbilft 
himfelf, by fpWiing, fought them viduals } who findii^ he was beTet with two hundred 
ravages, two of them he flew, (till defending himfelf ^th the aid of a favage his gvude, 
whom he bound tp hi^ <orm with Ins garters, -andVofed him as a buckler, yet he was 
foot in Ills th&A A Httle, ai^d had many arrows!^^t (hick in his deaths, but no gr^t 
hurt, tfll at la(t they took him prifoner. Wh^ news camd to James Town, miiiifo 
their fortpw for his lo(^ 3^ expedJng wh^ enfued. Six or feven weeks thofe 
bmbiiraixs kept Mm prifoner, inahy ftrange tHamphs and conjurations tii^ made of 


i^kouckafoUcMi* manner how they . uf^mid delivered him, is as fi^Mweth. 

^ ^e foviges having dratro; frorn^^ '^^ Captain SnuUi was. gone, 

profecating that opportunity tiiey foUoii^ mdl/ivifol three hUndfcnhow-rpen, cPndafted 

» a by 
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by ^he King of Patnaonkee, who, in divifions, fearching the turnings of the ifrer^ found 
Robinfon and Ethry by the hre-fide; thofe they (hot full of arrows and (lew. Hien 
finding the cRpfain, as is faid^ that ufed the lavage that was his guide as hfe (hield 
(three of them being Oain and divers others fo galled), all the refl; would not comp hear 
hinW Thinking thus to have returned to his boat, regarding them as he mari^hed 
more than his way, flipped up to the middle in an oozy creek, and his lavage with 
hint ; yet durft they not come to him, till being near dead with cold he threw away his 
arms ■, then according to their compofition, they drew him forth and led him to the fire, 
.where his men were flain : diligently they chafed his benumbed limbs. He demanding 
for their captain, they (hewed him Opechankanough, King of Pamaun^kee, to whom 
he gave a round ivory double compafs dial. Much they marvelled at the playing of 
the fly and needle, which they could fee fo plainly, and yet not touch it, becaufc of 
the glafs that covered them. But when he demouftrated by that globe-Hkc jewe'i, thei 
roundnefs of the earth and Ikies, the fphere of the fun, moWtmd liars, and how the 
fun did chafe the night round about the world continually, %e greatnefs of the land 
and fea, the diverfity of nations, variety of complexions, and how we were to them 
antipodes, and many other fuch like matters, they ail flood as amazed with admiration. 
Notwithftanding, within an hour after they tied him to a tree, and as many as could 
(land about him prepared to (hoot him, but the King holding up the compafs in his 
hand, they all laid down their bows and arrows, and in a triumphant manner led him 
to Orapaks, where he was after their, manner kindly fcafted and well ul'ed. 

Their order in condu^ng him was thus : drawing thcmfclves all in file, the King 
in the midft had all their pieces and fwords borne before him. Captain Smith was led 
after him by three great favages, holding him fall by each :^m ; and on each fide fix, 
went in file with their arrows nockecL But arriving at the towp (which was but only 
thirty or forty hunting-houfes made of mats, which they remove as they pleafe, as we 
our tents) all the women and children flaring to behold him ; the foldiers firfl, all in 
file, performed the form of a biflbnc fo well as could be, and on each flank officers, 
as ferjeants, to fee them keep their order. 'A good time they continued this cxercife, 
and then call themfelves in a ring, dancing in fuch feveral pofturcs, and finging and 
yelling out fuch hellilh notes and fcreeches j being llrangely painted, every one his 
quiver of arrows, and at his back a club ; on his arm a fox or an otter’s (kin, or fome 
^uch matter for his vambrace j their heads and (boulders painted red, with oil and 
pocones mingled together, which fcarlet*like colour made an exceeding handfomc 
(hew ; his bow in his hand, and the (kin of a bird, with her wings abroad dried, tied 
on his head, a piece of copper, a white (hell, a long feather, with a fmall rattle grow* 
ing at the tails of their fnakes, tied to it, or Ibmc fuch like toy. All this while Smith 
and the King flood in the midfl, guarded, as before is faid, and after three dances they 
all departed. Smith they conduced to a long houfe, where thirty or figrty tall fellows 
did guard him, and eige long more brea4 and venifon was brought him than would 
have ferved twenty men ; 1 think his ftomach at that time was not very good ; what 
he left they put in balkets and tied over his h^d. About midnight they let the meat 
again before him j all this time not one of them would eat a bit with him, till the 
next morning they brought him as much more, and then did they eat all the old, 
and referved the new as they had done the other, which made him think they would 
felt him to eat him: yet in this defperate eflate to defend him from the cold, ‘'one 
Maocaffater brought him his gown, in reqmtal of fome beads and toys Smith bad ^ven 
'hnnath^^ 

T!*wo days after a man 'would hayg flain him (but that the guard prevented it) for 

lo the 
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• tbie de Jh of bis fon, to whom th^ conduced him, to recover the poor mai) then 
|)reath%;bis Sihith tol4,therii, that at James Town he had a water would do it, 
if they would let him feteh it; but they would not pei^mk that, but madebU the pre- 
parations they could to affault James Town, craving his advice, and for recompence 
he’lhould have life, liberty, land, and women. In part of a table-book he wi^t his 
mind to*them at the fort, what was intended, how they Ihould follow that direction to 
affright the meffengers, and without i&il fend him fuch things as he writ for, and' an 
inventory with them. The difficulty and danger, he told the favages, of the mines, 
great guns, and other engines, exceedingly affrighted them; yet according to his 
jfequeft, they went to James Town, in as bitter weather as could be of froft and Ihow, 
and within \hree days returned with an anfwer. 

But when they came to James Town, feeing men fally out, as he had told them they 
would, they ffed ; yet in the night they came again to the fame place where he had 
told them they ihould receive an aniwer, and fuch things as he had promifed them, 
firhich they found accordmgly, and with which they Returned with no fmall expedi- 
tion, to the wonder of them all that heard it, that he could either divine, or the paper 
could fpeak; then, they led him to the Youthtanunds, the Mattapanients, thePayan- 
katanks, the Nantaugntacunds, and Onawmanients, upon the rivers of Raphanock 
and Patawomek, over all thofe rivers, and back again by divers other feveral nations, 
to the King's habitatidn at Pamaunkee, where they entertained him with moff ilrange 
and fearful conjurations. 

As If near led to hell, 

Amongfi the devils to dwell. 

Not long after, early in a morning, a great hre was made in a long houfe, and a mat 
fpread on the one fide as on the other ; on the one they caufed him to fit, and all the 
guard went out of the houfe, and prefently came ikipping in a great grim fellow, all 
painted over with coal mingled with oil, and many fnakes and wcafels ikins ffulfed 
with mofs, and all their tails tied together, fo as they met on the crown of his head 
in a taffel, and round about the taffcl was as a coronet of feathers, the ikins hanging 
round about his head, back, and ihoulders, and in a manner cova*ed his lace, with 
a hclliih voice, and a rattle in his hand. With moll ftrange geftures and paffions he 
bcgtin his invocation, luul envlronctl the fire with a circle of meal ; which done, three 
more fuch like devils came rulhing in with the like antic tricks, painted half black, 
half red ; but all their eyes were painted white, and feme red ftrokes like muftachoes 
along their cheeks : round about him thofe fiends danced a pretty while, and then 
came in three more as ugly as the reft, with red eyes, and white ftrokes over their 
black faces : at laft they all fat down right againft him, three of them on the one hand 
of the chief prieft, and three on the other. Then all with their rattles began a fong, 
which end(!d, the chief prieft laid down five wheat corns ; then ftraining his arms 
and hands with fuch violence that he fweat, and his veins fwelled, he began a ftiort 
oration ; at the couclufion they all gave a ftiort groan, and then laid down three 
grains more. After that they began their fong again, and then another oration, ever 
laying dowp fo many corns as before, till they had twice encirqjed the fire ; that done, 
th^ took a bunch of little fticks prepared for that purpofe, continuinj^ ftill their de- 
votion, and at. the end of every fong and oration they laid down a ftick betwixt the 
diyifions of ooib. Till night neither he nor they did cither eat or drink, tmd then 
they feaft^ merrily, with the beft provifions they could^Sike. Three days they ufed 
this ceremony, the meaning whereof they told him was^ know if he intended them 

well 



54 smith’s VIHGIKIA. 

well qr no. The circle of meal didr country, the circles of com th|boundfr , 

of the .fea, and the iUcks his countir. Titey ima|iiied the world to be aw ^dn^'* 
liHe a Q'encher, and they in the raiaft. After tlus die^ brought bhn a bag of ^n* 
powder, winch ^ey carefully preftu^ed dll the neict i^ng, to plant a» dieydid meir 
com, becaufe they would be acquainted with the nature of that feed* C)|aahapam, 
the l^qg’s brother, invited him to his houfe, where, with as many plattm of breMi, 
fowl's and wild beails, as did environ him, he bid him welcome; but not any of them 
would eat a bit with him, but put up all the remainder in baikets. At his return to 
Qpechancanoughs, all the King’s women, and their children, flocked about lum for 
th^ parts, as a due by cultom, to be merry with fuch fragments. 

But his waking mind in hideous dreams did oft fee wondrous (hapes 
Of bodies llrange, and huge in growths and of ftupendaus makes. 

At lad they brought him to Meronomoco, where was Powhatan their emperor. Here 
more than two hundred of thofe grim courtiers flood wondering at him, as he had 
been a monller, till Powhatan and his train had put themfelvcs in their grcatefl brave* 
ries. Before a fire, upon a feat like a bedflead, he fat covered with a great robe, made 
of rarowcun fkins, and all the tails hanging by. On dther hand dijl fit a young wench 
of fixteen or eighteen years, and along on each fide the houfe two rows of men, and 
behind them as many women, with all their heads and fhoulders painted red ; many 
of thdr heads bedecked with the white down of birds, but every one with fomething, 
and a great chain of white beads about their necks. At his entrance before the King 
all the people gave a great fhout. The Queen of Appamatuck was appointed to 
bring him water to wafh his hands, and another brought him a bunch of feathers, 
inflead of a towel to dry them. Having feafled them after the beft barbarous manner 
they could, a long confultation was held ; but the conclufion was, two great ftones were 
brought before Powhatan ; then as many as could laid hands on him, dragged him to 
them, and thereon laid his head, and being ready with their clubs to beat out his 
brtuns, Poahontas, the King’s deareft daughter, when no intreaty could prevail, got 
his head in her arms, and laid her own upon his to fave him from death : whereat the 
Emperor was contented he fhould live to. make him hatchets, and her bells, beads, 
and copper, for they thought him as well of all occupations as themfelves ; for the 
King tumfelf will make his own robes, fhoes, bows, arrows, pots ; plant, hunt, or 
d<^y thing as well as the reft. 

They lay, he bore a pleafaot ihew ; 

But fure his heart was fad ; . 

For who can pleafant be, and reft, 

Ibai lives in fear and dread: 

And having life fufpeded, doth 
It ftill fufpe£ted lead I 

Two days after Powhatan having difguifed himfelf in the moft fearful manner 
he could, caufed Captain Smith to be brought forth to a great houfe in the woods, 
and there, upon a mat by the fire, to be left Hone : not long after, from behind a 
mat that divided the houfe, was made the moft doleful noife be ever heard flien Pow* 
hatan, more like a devil than a man, with fome two hundred more as bhick as him* 
felf, came unto him, and told him now they were friends, and prefently^he Ihould go 
to James Town, to fend him two great guns and a grindftone, for wmcb he wowd 
give him the country of the Capefiowofick, and for ever eft^em hint as his fon 
taququd. So to James Tow|||^ vdth tw^ve gui^ Powhatan fenthina. TlntBlitiiij 
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qifutercd iii woods^ he fthl expedihg (as he had done all this long tiine of 
hisioiiMilbninent) everjr- hoar {b be put to one death or other, for all thcw feafting. 
B«t almighty God (by his divine Providence; had molliiied the hearts of thofe ftem 
babtorkna tiath compaffion. The next morning betimes they came to the fort, vrhere 
l^ch having ufed the iav:^ vrith what lundnefe he could, he (hewed Rawhunt, j^ow* 
hatan’s trufty fervant, two demi>culverines and a mitlftone to carry Powhatan. I'hey 
found them fomewhat too heavy ; but when they did fee him difchaive them, being 
loaded with ftones, among the boughs of a great tree loaded with ificles, the ice and 
branches came fo tumbling down, that the poor favages ran avray half dead with fear. 
But at laft we regained fome conference with them, and gave them fuch toys, and 
font to Powhatan, his women, and children fuch prefents, as gave them in general full 
coptent. Now in James Town they were all in combuiiion, - the (Ironged; preparing 
once more to run away with the pinnace, which, with the hazard of his life, with fakre, 
falcon, and muiket-ibot. Smith forced now the third time to (lay or fmk. Some no 
better than they fliould be, had plotted with the prelident the next day to have put him 
to death bv the Levitical law, for the lives of Robinfon and Etnry, pretending the fault 
was bis that had led them to their ends ; but he quickly took fuch , order with fuch 
lawyers, that he laid them by the heels, till he fent fome of them prifoners for Eng- 
land. Now ever onc« in four or five days, Pocahontas, with her attendants, brought 
him fomuch provision that favcd fo many of their lives, that elfe for all this had 
ftarved with hunger. 

Thus from numb death our good Gt)d fent rclitTi 
be fweet afTuager of all other griet, ^ 

His relation of the plenty he had feen, efpecially at Werawocomoco, and of the ftate 
and bounty of Powhatan (which till that time was unknown) fo revived their dead 
fpirits (efpecially the love or Pocahontas) as all men’s fear was abandoned. Thus you 
may fee what difficulties ftlll croffed any good endeavour, and the good fuccefs of the 
bufinefs being thus brought to the very period of deftrit£Hoii, yet you fee by what 
flrange means God hath ftill delivered it. As for the infufficiency or them admitted 
in cotnmiffion, that error could not be prevented by the eleftors, there being no other 
choice, and all ftrangers to each other’s education, qualities, or difpofition : and if 
any deem it a fhame to our nation to have any mention made of thofe enormities, let 
them perufe the hiflories of the Spaniards’ difeoveries and plantations, where they may 
fee how many mutinies, diforders*, and diflentiuns have accompanied them, and croffed 
their attempts ; which being known to be particular men’s offences, doth take away 
the general fcom and contempt which malice, prefumption, covetoulhefs, or igno- 
rance might produce, to the fcandal and reproach of thofe whofe adions and valiant 
refolutions deferve a more worthy refpcfl. 

Now whether it had been better for Captain Smith to have concluded with any of 
thofe feveral projeSs, to ha\e abandoned the country’, with fome tenor twelve of 
them, were called the better fort, and have left Mr. Hunt, our preacher, Mr. An- 
thony Gbrnpll, a moil honefl, worthy, and induflrious gentleman, Mr. Thomas 
Wqttpn, sind fome twenty-feven others of h|$ ammryinen, to the fury of the favages, 
famine, mni a|l manner of mifehiefs and incQuveniencies (for they ' Aere but forty in 
ail itQ ke^ i bireffipn of this large country), or ftarve himfelf with them for company, 
fpi^ virant pf. oiging^ or but adventuring abroad to them provifioa, or by bis 
o^l^ljtion fo prelerve the a^ion, and fave aU their livc^ I leave to the cenfure of all. 
hdUeft men to confidcr. But 

We 
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, Wc men imagine in our jollity, 

That 'tifl all ode, dr good or bad tob^.$ 

, But then atibnf we alter this again, 

If happil7 we feel ihe.fenfe of pain,; 

For then we’re turn’d into a mouriiiag vein. 

Written by Thomas Stuoley, the firft Cape merchant mWirginia, 
Robert Fenton Edward Harrington, and I. S. ■ 

CHAP. m. — The Arrival of the jirjl Supply y with their ProceedingSy and the Ship*s 

Return. 

y\TX this time our care was not fo much to abandon the country, but the trea- 
furer and council in England were as diligent and careful to fupply us ; two gGbd 
fljips they fent us, with near a hundred men, well fomilhed with all things could be 
imagined necelfary, both for them and us ; the one commanded by Captain Newporti 
the other by Captmn Francis Nelfon, an honed; man, and an expert mariner ; but 
fuch was the leewardnefs of his Ihip, (that though he was within jthe fight of Cape 
Henry) by ftormy contrary winds was he forced fo far to fea that the Weft Indies was 
the next land for the repair of his mafts, and relief of wood and water j but New- 
port got in, and arrived at James Town, not long after the redemption of Captain 
Smith, to whom the favages, as is find, every other day repaired with fuch pro- 
vifions that fuflSciently did ferve them from hand to mouth ; part always they brought 
him as prefents from their Kings or Pocahontas ; the reft he, as their market clerk, 
fet the price hitnfelf how they ihould fell : fo he had enchanted thefe poor fouls, being 
their prifoner ; and now Newport, whom he called his father, arrivmg, near as 
direflly as he foretold, they efteemed him as an oracle, and had them at that fub- 
midion he might command them what he lifted. That God that created all tilings, 
they kneyr, he adored for his God ; they would alfo in tlieir difeourfes term the God 
of Captain Smith. 

Thus the Almighty was the bringer on. 

The guide, path, term, aU which was God alone. 

aPut the prefident and council fo much envied his eftimation among the favages, 
(though we all in general equally participated with him of the good thereof,) that 
they wrought it into the favages' underftandings, (,by thdr great bounty in giving 
four times'raore for their commodities than Smith appointed,) that their greatnefs 
and authority as much exceeded his, as their bounty and liberality. Now the arrival 
of this firft fupply fo overjoyed us, that we could not devife too much to pleafe the 
mariners. We gave them liberty to truck or trade at their pleafures j but in a fliort 
time it followed, that could not be had for a pound of copper which before was fold 
us for an ounce : thus ambition and fufferance cut the throat of our trade, but 
confirmed their opinion of the greatnels of Captain Newport, (wherewith, Smith 
had poffefied Powhatan,) efpecially by the great prefents Newport often fent him, 
before he could prepare the pinnace to go and vifit him ; fo that this great favage. 
defired alfo tc lee him. A great coil there was to fet him forward. When he went,, 
he was accompanied with Captain Smithy add Mr, Scrivenery a very wife under- 
ftaxv^ng g^enxVematv, new\y armed, and admViled' oi die. co\md\, vnx\i divny or 
chofen men for their guard. ||l,;rriving at Werowocomocb, Newport's conc4t of 
gre« iiMCSKO . bred niany doubts and i^fpicions of treacheri^, which Snutb |b) )ii^^ 

appei^ 



SMITH'S rtRdlHIA. 57 

'appear x^ne^Iefs, with twenty men well appointed, undert<5bkto encooiliter the wwrft 
that coufd happen : knowing ‘ • 

All fs but one and £cir.fame harid> that tbua 
Both one while fcoui^tbi and thai helpeth us. 

Nathanicll Powell, 

Robert Behethland, 

Michell Phittiplace, 

William Phittiplace, 

Anthpny Goflhell, 

Richard Wyffin, 

Thefe, with nine others (whofe names I have forgotten), coming afliore, landed 
amongft a many of creeks, over which they were to pafs fuch poor bridges, only made 
of a few cratches tbrull in the ofc, and three or four pblc-s Itud on them, and at the 
end of them the like, tied together only with barks of trees, that it made them much 
fufped): thofe bridgcs*were but traps; which caufed Smith to make divers favages go 
over Brfl;, keeping fome of the chief as hoftage till half his men were paded to make 
a guard for himfelf and jthe red. Blit finding all things well, by two or three hundred 
favages they were kindly conduced to their town, w'here Powhatan drained himfelf to 
the utmod of his greatnefs to entertain them, with great fhouts of joy, orations of pro* 
tedations, and with the mod plenty of viduals he could provide to fead them^ 
fitting upon his bed of mats, his pillow of leather embroidered, (after their rude man- 
ner, with pearl and white beads,) his attire a dur robe of ikins, as large as an Irifh 
mantle, at his head and feet a handfome young woman, on each fide of his boufe fat 
twenty of his concubines, their heads and fhoulders painted red, with a great chain of 
white beads about each of their necks. Before thofe fat his chiefed men in like order 
in his arbour-like houfe, and more than forty platters of fine bread dood as a guard ia 
two files on each fide the door ; four or five hundred people made a guard behind 
them for our paflage; and proclamation was made, none upon pain of death to pre- 
fume to do us any wrong or difeourtefy. With many pretty difeourfes to renew ueir 
old acquaintance, this great king and our captain fpent the tfme, till the ebb left our 
barge aground. Then renewing their feads with feats, dancing and finging, and fuch 
like mirth, we quartered that night with Powhatan* The next day Newport came 
afliore, and reedved as much content as thofe people could give him. A boy named 
Thomas Savage was then given unto Powhatan, whom Newport called his Ton, for 
whom Powhatan gave him Namontack his trudy fervsunt, and one of a Ihrewd, fiibtle 
capadty. Three or four days more we fpent in fading, dancing, and trading, wherein. 
Powhatan carrjed himfelf fb proudly, yet difcreetly, (in bis favage manner,) as made 
us all admire bis natural gifts, confideriug his education. As fcoming to trade as his 
fubje£ls did, he befpake Newport in this manner. 

Captain, Newport, it is not agreeable to my greatnefs, in this pedling mamier to 
trade for trifles, and I edeem you alfo a great Werowance ; therefore lay me down all 
our commodities together, what I like 1 will take, and in recomfience nve you what 
th^ fitting their^ value. Captain Smith bdng our interpreter, regarding Newport 
as hw ftither, knowmg bed the wpofition of Powhatan, told us his intent was but only 
to cheat us ; yet Captain Newport thinking to out-brave this favage jn odentadon of 
greatnefs, and fo to bewitch him with fais bounty, as tolKave what he iitted i it fo 
happened that Powhatah having bis defire, vaiuecyiis com at fuch a lUt^ that I think 
VOL. XHU I ^ “ it 
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it'^fter cheap'ih foir we had hot four buftels^for that We expettedVrO hayo 

twenty hoglheads. This bred fome unkindnefs between our two captains; New- 
port feeking to pleafe the unfatiable dehre of the fayagey Smith to caufc the fava^e 
to pleafe him ; but fmothering his diftafte to avoid the favages* fufpicion, glan ced ui 
the eyes of Powhatan many trines, who fixed his humour upon a few blue b^ds. A 
long time hp importunately defired them, but Smith fecmed fo much the more to 
affeft them, as being compofed of a molt rare fubftance of the colour of the flues, 
aind not to be worn but by the greatdft kings in the world. This made him half 
mnd to be the owner of fuch ftrange jewels, fo that ere we departed, for a pound or 
two of blue beads, he brought over my king for two or three hundred bufliels bf 
corn, yet parted good friends. The like entertainment we found of Opechankanough, 
IGng of Pamaunkee, whom alfo he in like manner fitted (at the like rates) with blue 
beads, which grew, by this means, of that eftimation, that none durft W'ear any of them 
but their great kings, their wiyes and children. And fo we returned all well to James 
Town, where this new fupply being lodged with the reft, accidently fired their quartern 
and fo the town, which being but thatched with reeds, the fire was fo fierce as it 
burnt their pallifados (though eight or ten yards diftant), with their arms, bedding, 
apparel, and much private provifion ; good Mr. Hunt, our preacher, loft all his library 
and all he had but the cloaths on his back, yet none never heard him repine at his lofs. 
This happened in the winter in that extreme froft, 1 607. Now though we had viftuals 
fufficient, I mean only of oatmeal, meal, and corn, yet the ftiip ftaying fourteen weeks 
when flie might as w'ell have been gone in fourteen days, fpent a great part efr* that, 
and near all the reft that was fent to be landed. When they departed what their dif- 
cretion could fpare uS, to make a little poor meal or two, we called feafts, to relifh our • 
mouths, of each fomewhat they left us, yet I muft confefs, thofe that had either money, 
fpare cloaths, credit to give bills of payment, gold rings, furs, or any fuch commodities, 
were ever welcome to this removing tavern, fuch was Our patience to obey fiich vile 
commanders, and buy our own provifions at fifteen times the value, fuffering them 
feaft (We bearing the charge) ) et muft not repine; but faft, left we Ihould incur the 
cenfure of fadious and feditious perfons : and then leakage, (hip-rats, and other cafual- 
ti^ occafioned them lofs, but the veflcls and remnants (for totals) we were glad to 
receive with all our hearts to make up the account, highly commending their Provi- 
^ice for preferving that, left they fiiould difeourage any more to come to tis. Now 
fpr all this plenty our ordinary was but meal and water, fo that this great charge little 
relieved our wants, whereby with the extremity bf the bitter cold froft and thofe 
defeds, more than half of us died ; I cannot deny but both Smith and Scrivener did 
thar beft to amend what was amifs, but with the prefident went the major part, that 
their horns were too fliort. But the word: was our gilded refiners with their golden 
p'rothifes made all men their (laves in hope of recompences ; there was no talk, no 
hope, no work, bat dig gold, wa(h gold, refine gold, load gold, fuch a bruit of gold, 
that one mad fellow defired to be buri^ in the lands left they (hould by their art 
make gold of his bones : little need there was and lefs reafon the (hip (hould ftay, 
their wages run on, pur victuals confuine fourteen weeks, that the mariners might fay, 
they did help to build fuch a golden church that we can fay the rain waflied near to 
irathihg in fourteen days. Were it that ‘Oq>tam Smith would not applaud all thofe 
golden inventions, becaufethey admitted him not to the fight of their trials nor golden 
ccmfultatlons, I know not ^but 1 have heart} him often quelHoii with Captain Martin 
and tell him, expept he couR (heW hhn a more fubftantial trial, he was not enambured 
with meur dirty flail, breathing out f|iefe and many other paffions, never any thing did 
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«»»» t9iidii|ei0^ tihw tp lee all .ii|ece0^, hu0ne|8 negk^j >10 Ira^t ft^h .a 
ii^ mtb fp mu(^ 8p4ed dirt. Till then ,we never accounted QjpiMn 
iiewport^a refiner, who being ready to let lul fitr England, and we not hari^ ,a|pr 
ufe;of parliaments, plays, petitions, admirals, recorders, interpreters, chron^ogeirs, 
couAs of plea, nor juflices or peace, lent Mr. Wingfield, and Captain Archer home with 
him, that h^ engrofled all thofe titles, to feek fome better place of employment. 

Oh curpsd p^old, thofe hunger-ftarved movers^ 

'i^'o what mtiifbrtuiics leadelt thou all thofe lovers ; 

For all the China wealthy nor IndleSf can 
Suffice the mind of avaricious man. 


, CHAP. IV. — The Arrival of tlje Phoenix ; her Return; and other Accidents ^ 

, THE authority now confifting in Captain Martin, and the dill fickly prefident, the 
fale of the ftores* commodities maintained his eftate, as an inheritable revenue. The 
fpring approaching, and the Ihip departing, Mr. Scrivener and Captain Smith divided 
betwixt them the rebuilding James Town ; the repairing our paliiladoes the cutting 
down trees ; preparing our fields ; planting our com, and to rebuild our church, and 
recover our dorohoufe. All men thus bufy at their feveral labours, Mr. Nelfon 
arrived with bis loll Phoenix ; lod (I fay) for that we all deemed him lod. Landing 
fafely all his men, (fo well he had managed his ill hap,) caufing the Indian ifles to feed 
his ccunpany, that his victuals, to that we had gotten, as is faid before, was near after 
our allowance fufficient for half a year. He had not any thing but he freely imparted 
it, which honed dealing (being a muiner) caufed us to admire him : we would not 
have wilhed more than he did for us. Now to reload this Ihip with fome good tidings, 
the prefident (not holding it dood with the d^nity of his place to leave the fort) gave 
orders to Captain Smith to difi:over and fearchtl^ commodities of the Monacans country 
beyond the falls. Sixty able men was allotted them, the which, within fix days. Smith 
had fo well trained to their arms and orders, that they little feared with whom they 
diould encounter : yet fo unfeafonable was the time, and fo oppofite was Captain Maitm 
to any thing, but only to freight his Ihip alfo with this phantadical gold, ae Captain 
Smith rather defired to reload her with cedar, (which was a prefent difpatch) than 
either with dirt, or the hopes and reports of an uncertain difeovery, which he wo\|ld 
perform when they had lefs charge and more lelfure. Bat, 

• 

The God of Heaveoy he eafily caa 
IinmortaliTe a mortal man. 

With glory and with ihame : 

The fame God e’en as eafily inayp 
Afflict a mortal man, I fayy 

With forrow and with fliame. 

'Whild the conclufion was a refolving, this happened. 

Powhatan (to exprefs his love to Newport) when he departed, prefented^tini with 
twenty turkks, conditionally to return him twen^ fword^ winch immediately was fent 
him ; now after his departure he prefented Captain Smith with the like.Iuggage, bpt n(^t 
finding his humour ol^yed iu iiQt fending fuch weapons as he defired, he <qm&d his 
people with twenty devices to obtain them.' Ac la(l by ambufeades at our very: ports 
they would take them perforce, furorife us at work, oi^ny way ; which was fo long 
pernutted, they became fo infolcat inhere was no rule i cotmoand^from England was 
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Ibftraitnot to bffimd thooi, it our authority-bearers (keepfeg 
rather be any thing than peace-briers. This charitable humour prevailed^ till well 
it chanced they meddled with Captain Smith, who without farther deliberation gave 
them fuch an encounter, as fome he fo hunted up and down the ifle, fottw he fo terrified 
with whipping, beating, and hnprifonment, as for revenge they furpriaed two or our 
foraging diforderly foldicrs, and having aflemblsd their forces, boldly threatened at our 
ports to force Smith to re-deliver feven favages, which for tlieir villanira he detained 
prifoners, or we were all but dead men. But to try their fury, he Tallied out amongil 
them, and in lefs than an hour, he fo hampered their infolence, they brought them his 
two men, dt firing peace without any further compofition for their prifoners. Thofejhe 
examined, and caufed them all to believe, by feveral vollies of (hot, one of their compa- 
nions was foot to death becaufe they would not confefs the intents and plotters of thofe 
villainies. And thus they ail agreed in one point, they were direded only by Powhatan 
to obtain him our weapons, to cut our own throats, with the manner where, how, 
and when, which we plainly found moft true and apparent : yet he fent his melTengeis, 
and his deareft daughter Pocahontas with prefents to excufe him of the injuries done 
by fome rafo untoward captains his fulneds, defiring their liberties for this time, with 
the aflfurance of his love for ever. After Smith had given the prifoners what correc- 
rion he thought fit, ufed them well a day or two after, and then delivered them Poca- 
hontas, forwhofe fake only hefoinedto havefaved their lives^and gave them liberty. 
The patient council, that nothing would move to war with the favages, would gladly 
have wrangled with- Captain Smith for his cruelty, yet none was flain to any ^ man’s 
knowledge, but it brought them in fuch fear and obedience as bis very name would 
fuffidently affright them ; where before we had fometime peace and war twice in a 
day, and very feldom a week, but we had fome treacherous villainy or other. 

The freight of this foip being concluded to be cedar, by the diligence of the mafier, 
and Captain Smith, foe was quickly i^loaded : Mr. Scriyener was neither idle nor flow 
to follow all things at the fort ; the foip being ready to fet fail. Captain Martin being 
always very fickly, and unfcrviceablc, and defirous to enjoy the credit of his fuppofed 
art of finding the golden mine, was moll: willingly admitted to return for England } 
for 

He hath not fill’d hit lap, 

That ftill doth bold it opi. 

From the writings of Thomas SritDi-Er, and Anas Tookil. 


Their names that were landed in this fupply. 


Mathew Scrivener, appointed to 
Michael Phittiplace 
'William Pliktiplace 
Ralph Morton 
Richard Wyffing 
John Taverner 
William Cantrell* L,., 

^j^rt Barnes Gent# 

Jp^ard Fetherftone 
George Hill 

Geoige Pretty „ 

Nathaniel C^fy 
Peter Fory 


be one of the council. 

Robert Cutler 
Michael Sicklemore 
William Bentley 
Thomas Coe 
Doftor Ruffel 
Jeffrey Abbot 
Edward Gurgana 
Richard Worley 
llniothy Leeds 
Richard Killingbeck 
William Spence 
Richard Prodger 



Richard 
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Mullinax : 
Wiliiani Baylejr 
Francis Perkins 
John Harper 
Geofge Foreft 
John Nichols 
’William Orivell 


Gent* 


Raymond Goodifon 
Willian! Simons 
John Spearman 
Richard Briftow 
William Perce 
James Watkins 
John Bouth 
Chriltopher Rcvls 
Richard Burket 
James Burre 
Nicholas Ven 
Francis Perkins 
Richard Gradon 
iRawland Nelllrop 
Richard Savage 
Thomas Savage 
Richard Milmer 
William May 
Vere 
Michael! 

Biihop 'Wiles 


>Labnurerst 


ThnmasHope 
WilKanv Ward 
John Powell 
William Yong 
William Beckwith 
Lawrence Towtales 


1 ’ 

1 

^Taylors. 


Thomas Field lAnothecaries. 

John Harford J- Apothecanes. 


Daniel StaHings, jeweller, 

William Dawfon, a refiner, 

Abram Ranfack, a refiner, 

Wm. Johnfon, a goldfmith, 

Peter Kcffer, a gunfmitb, 

Robert Alberton, a perfumer, 
Richard Belfield, a goldfmith, 
Poft. Ginnat, a chirurgeon, 

John Lewes, a cooper, 

R. Cotton, tobacco>pipe>maker, 
Richard Dole, a blackfmith. 

And divers others to the nnnriiber 
of one hundred^and twenty. 


CHAP. V.-— The AccUenu that happened in the Difcovery of the Bay of Chcfapeak, 

k 

THE prodigality of the prefidcnt’s fiate went fo deep into our final! fiore, that 
Smith and Scrivener tied him and his parafites to the rules of proportion : but now 
Smith being to depart, the prefident’s authority fo overfwayed the difcretion of Mr. 
Scrivener, that our (lore, our lime, our (Irength and labours were idly confumed 
to Fulfil his fantafief!. I'he fecond of June 1608, Smith left the tort to perform his 
difcuvery with this company : ' 


Walter Rufiell, dodor of phyiic. 
Ralfe Murton 
Thomas Mcmford 
William Cantrill 
Richard Fetherfton 
James Bume 
Michell Sicklemore 


fGent. 


Jonas Profit 
Anas Todkill 
Robert Small* 
James Watkins 
John Powell 
James Read 
Ricluii 4 Keale 




Thefe 



Thefc being in an open bai|;e near three tons burthen, leaving die iPl8XMW :9( 
Henry, they crofled the bay to the eaftem thore, and/eli yHith the ifles calletl dhtitiva 
Ifles, after our captain^s name. The firft peqile we faw were two grim and ftout ra- 
vages upon Cape Charles, with long poles like lavelings, headed with ^e } they boldly 
demanded what we were, and what we would } but after many drcumitances*they 
feemed very kind, and direded us to Accomack, the habitation of their . Werotvance, 
where we were kindly intreated. This king was the comeliefl:, proper, civil favage we 
encountered. His country is a pleafant fertile clay foil, fome fmall creeks } good har- 
bburs for fmall barks, but not lor (hips. , lie told us of a llrange accident lately hap- 
pened to him, and it was, two children being dead, fome extreme paflioiis, or dreaming 
vifions, phantalies, or affc^ion, moved their parents again to revifit their dead carcal^, 
whofe benumbed bodies relieved to the eyes of the beholders fuch delightful counte- 
nances, as though they had regained their vital fpirits. This, as a miracle, drew many 
to behold them, all whicli being a great part of his people, not long after died, and but 
few efcaped. They fpakc the language of Powhatan, wherein they made fucli deferip- 
tions of the bay iHes, and rivers, that often did us exceeding plealure. Pafliug along 
the coaft, fearching every inlet and bay, fit for harbours and habitptioiis. Seeing many 
illes in the midfi of the bay, we bore up for them ; but ere we could obtiiin them, fuch 
an extreme gull of wind, rain, thunder, and lightening happened, that with great dan- 
ger, we efcapetl the unmerciful raging of that ocean.like water.* The highell land on 
the main, yet it was but low, we called Kealc’s Hill, and thofc uninhabited ifles, Ruifels 
Ifles. The next day, fearching them for frcfii water, we could find none, the^ defed 
whereof forced us to follow the next eafiem channel, which brought us to the river 
of Wighcocomoco. The people, at firft, with great fury feemed to aflault us, yet at 
laft, with fongs and dances and much mirth, became very tradable ^ but fearching 
their habitations for water, wc could fill but three barricoes, and that fuch puddle, 
that never till then we ever knew the want of good water : we digged and fearched 
in many places, but before two days were expired, we would have refufed two barricoes 
of gold for one of that puddle water of Wighcoconioco. Being paft thefe ifles, which 
are many in number, but sH nought for habitation, faiiing with a high land upon the 
main, we found a great pond of freih water, but fo exceeding hot, wc fuppofed it fome 
bath ; that place we called Point Ployer, in honour of that moft honourable houfe of 
]^%|ltlfay, in Britain, that in an extreme extremity once relieved our captain. From 
Wighcomoco to this place, all the coaft is low broken ifles of Morap, growing a mile 
or two in breadth, and ten or twelve in length, good to cut for hay in fummer, and to 
catch fifli and fowl in winter ; but the land beyond them is all covered over with wood, 
as is the reft of the country. 

Being thus refreflied in crofting over from the main to other ifles, we difeovered the 
ivind and waters fo much increafed .with thunder, lightning, and rain, that our mall 
md fail blew overboard, and fuch mighty waves overracked us in that* fmall baige, 
■hat with great labour we kept her from finking, by freeing out the water. Two 
days we were forced to inhabit thefe uninhabited ifles, which for the extremity ofgufts, 
thunder, rain, ftorms, ;and ill weather, we called Limbo. Repairing our fail with our 
(hirts, we fctfail for the main, and fell with a pretty convenient river on the eaft called 
Cu^arawack ; the people ran, as amazed, in troops from place to place, and divers 
got into the tops of trees ; they were not (paring of their arrows, noi* the greateft paf- 
(ion they could exprefs of their anger. Long they Ihot, we ftill ridtng at anchor, 
wjil^out their reach, making^U the ngns of friendlhip we could. The.nci'tt day, they 
:0c unarmed, ufith every one a ba%et, dancing in a ring, to draw us on ikore ; but 
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iii rbetnlnit villainy, we difch^ed a volley of mnikets, ch^ed 
twtn fflircil ftof, 'whertaf they alVlay tumbling on the ground, creeping fome one way, 
ibme another, into a g*^ ciufter of reeds hard by,'W7iere their companies lay, in am- 
bufc^dd. Towaitls the evening, we weighed, and approaching the Ihore, difchaiged 
five or fix (hot among the reeds ; we land(rd where there lay a manjr of baikets, and 
much blew, but faw not a favage. A fmoke appearing on the other fide the fiver, 
we rowed thither, where we found two or three little houfes, in each a fire j there we 
left fome pieces of copper, beads, bells, - and looking-glafics, and then went into the 
bay, but when it was dark, we came back again. Early in the morning, four favages 
came to us in their canoe, whom we ufed with fuch courteiy, not knowing what we 
were, nor ha*d done, having been in the bay a fifhing, bade ftay, and ere long they 
would return, which they did, and fome twenty more with them ; with whom, after a 
littlfe conference, two or three thoufand men, women, and children came cluftering 
about us, every one prefenting us with fomething, which a little bead would fo well r^ 
(fuite, that we became fuch friends, they would contend who fhould fetch us water, 
ftay with us for hoftage, conduft our men any whither, and give us the beft concent. 
Here doth inhabit the people of Sarapinagh, Naufe, Arfeek, and Nantaquak, the beft 
merchants of all other favages. They much extolled a great nation called Maflawo- 
mekes, in fearch of whom we returned by Limbo ; this river but only at the entrance 
is very narrow, and the people of ftnall ftature as them of Wightcocomoco ; the land 
but low, yet it may prove very commodious, becaufe it is but a ridge of land betwixt 
the bay and the main ocean. Finding this eaftem fliore /hallow broken ifles, and for 
nioft part without fre/h water, we palTed by the /traits of Limbo for the weftem /hore ; 
fo broad is the bay here, we could fcarce perceive the great high cli/Ts oh the other 
fide ; by them we anchored that night, and called them Rickard’s Clifts ; thirty leagues 
we fiiiled more nonhwards, not finding any inhabitants, leaving all the e<iftem /hore 
low i/lands, but overgrown Avith wood, as all the coaft beyond them fo far as we could 
fee ; the weftem /hore, by which we failed, we found all along well watered, but very 
mountainous and barren ; the valHes very fertile, but extremely thick of fmall wood, 
as well as trees, and much /retiuented with wolves, bears, deer, and other wild beafts*- 
We pa/Ted many /hallow creeks, but the firft we found navigable for a /hip we called 
Bolus, fpr that the clay in many places under the cliffs, by the high-water maik,. did 
grow up in red and white knots, as gum out of trees, and in fome places fo participated 
together as though they were all of one nature, excepting the colour ; the reft of the 
earth on both fidcs being hard fiuidy gravel, which made us think it Bolc-Armoniack 
add Terra- figillaia. AVlien we firft fet fail, fome of our gallants doubted nothing but 
that our captain would make too much hafte home j but having lain in this fmall barge 
not above twelve or fourteen days, often tired at the oars, our bread fpoilqd- 
with wet, fo.much that it was rotten, (yet fo good were their ftomachs, that they could 
dtgeft it,) they did with continual complaints fo importune him now to return, ascaufed 
him befpeak them in this manner : 

“ Gentlemen, if you would remember the memorable hiftory of Sir Ralph Layne, how 
his company importuned him to proceed in the difeovery of Morarico, alledging they 
had yet a dog, that being boiled with faffafras leaves, would richly feed them in their 
return ; then what a /hame would it be lor you (that have been fo fufpicious of my 
tendernefs) to force my return, with fo much provifion as we have, and fcarce able to 
fay where we have been, nor yet heard of that we were fent to feek ?. You cannot fay 
but I have ihared with you in the word which is paft jvand for what is to come, of^ 
lodging, diet, or whatfoever, I am contested ym allot the worft part to myfelf. As' 
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for your fears that 1 .will lofe myJGdf In thefe ui^nown tsatei^ or b^.;Cvallowe^iii|^,‘)9' 
fome ftormy guft ; abandon thefe childiih fears, for wprfe than is is aotHikely to 
happen; and there is as much danger to return as to proceed* Regain therefore 
your old fpirit$,for return I will not (if God pleafe) till I havfe feen the Maflaworaeks, 
round Pataw6mek,,or the head of this water, you conceit to ^ endlefs.” Two or three 
days ,]j|re expefled wind and weather, whofe adverfe extremities added fuch dKcourage- 
ment, that three or four fell lick, whofe' pitiful complaints caufed us to return, leaving 
the bay fome nine miles broad, at nine and ten fathom water. 

The 1 6th of June we fell with the river Patowonick ; fear being gone, and our men 
recovered, we were all content to take fome pains, to know the name of that fevc^ 
mile broad river : for thirty miles fail we could fee no mhabitants : then We were con- 
duced by two favages up a little bayed creek, towards Onawmanient, where all the 
woods were laid with ambufeados to the number of thpee or four thoufaod favages, 
fo ftrangely painted, grimmed and difguifed, ihouting, yclliiig and crying as fo many 
fpirits from nell could not have fhewed more terrible. Many bravadoes they made, 
but to appeafe their fury, our captain prepared with as feeming willingnefs ^ they 
to encounter them. But the grazing of our bullets upon the water (many being fhot 
on purpofc they might fee them) with the echo or the woods fo amazed them, as 
dow'n went their bows and arrows ; and exchanging hoftage James Watkins was 
fent fix miles up the woods to (heir King’s habitation. We wete kindly ufed of thofe 
fevages, of whom we underilood, they were commanded to betray us, by the direCion 
of Powhatan, and he fo directed from the difeontents at James Town, becaufe our 
captain did caufe them flay in their country againft their wills. 

The like encounters we found at Patowomek Cecocawonee and divers others places ; 
but at Moyaones, Nacotchtant and Toags the people did their beft to content us. 
Having gone fo high as we could with the boat, we met divers favages in canoes, 
well loaden with the flefli of bears, deer and other beads, whereof we had part : here we 
found mighty rocks, growing in fome places above the ground as high as Ihrubby trees, 
and divers other folid quarries of divers tinCures : and divers places where the waters 
had fallen from the high mountains they had left a tinctured fpagled Ikurf, that made 
many bare places feein as gilded. Digging the ground above in the higheft clifts of 
rocks, we faw it was a clay fand fo mingled with yellow fpangles as if it had been half pin- 
du^ In our return, inquiring dill for this Matchqueon, the king of Patawomeke gave 
us guides to conduC us up a little river called Quiyough, up which we rowed as high 
as we could. Leaving the boat, with dx diot, and divers favages, he marched feven or 
eight miles before they came to the mine : leading his hodages in a fmall chain they 
were to have for their pains, being proud fo richly to be adorned. The mine is a great 
rep ky mountain like Antimony ; wherein they digged a great hole with fhells and 
iPcnets ; and hard by it, runneth a fair brook of chridal-lilte water, where they walh 
away the drofs and keep the remainder, which they put in little bags and fell it all over 
the country to paint their bodies, faces, or idols ; which makes them look like black- 
moors duded over with diver. With fo much as wc could carry we returned to our 
boat, kindly requiting this kind King and all his kind people. The caufe of this dif- 
covery was to fcarch (([is mine, of which Newport did adure us that thofe fmall bags 
(we had given him) in England he bad tried to bold half diver ; but all we got proved 
of no value : alfo to fearch what furs, the bed whereof is at Cufearawaoke, where is 
made fo much rawranoke or white biSads that occadon as much did'eution among the 
favages, as gold and direr amongd Chridians ; and what other minerals, rivers, rocks, 
nations, woods, dihings, fruits^^^usds, and what other commodities the laud afforded ; 
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'undtirhether the bay was ctodlefs or how &r it extended : of mines we were aH'igno* 
rant, biA a few beavers, otters, bears, martins and minks we found, and in divers places 
that abundance of fifli, lying fo thick with thar heads above the water, as for want of 
net|; (our batge driving amongft them) wd%ttempted to catch them with a frying-pan : 
but we fqjund it a bad inftrument to catch fiOi with : neither better hih, more plenty, 
nor more variety for fmall dfli, had any of us ever feen in any place fo fwiimnfng m 
the water, but they are not to be caught with frying-pans : fome fmall cod alfo we did 
fee fwim clofe by the ihore by Smith’s Ifles, and fome as high as Riccards CliRs. And 
fome wc have found dead upon the (hore- 

• To expre^fs all our quarrels, treacheries and encounters amongfl: 'thofe favages I 
fhould be too tedious : but in brief, at all times we fo encountred them, and curbed 
their infolencies, that they conclude with prefents to purchafe peace, yet we loft not a 
man: at our hrft meeting, .odi* captain ever obferved this order to demand their bows 
and arrows, fwords, mrntles and furs, with fome child or two for hoftage, whereby we 
Could quickly perceive, when they intended any villmnly. Having fmilh^ this dif- 
covery (though our viftuals was near fpent) he intended to fee his iniprifoned-acquain- 
tances upon the river of Rapahanok, by many called Toppahanock, but our boat by 
reafon of the ebb, chancing to ground upon many fhoals lying in the entrances, we 
fpied many fiflics lurkipg in the reeds : our captmn fportinghimfelfby nailing them to 
the ground with his fword, fet us all a fiflting in that manner : thus we took more in 
one hour than wc could eat in a day. But it chanced our captain taking a hfli from his 
fword (not knowing her condition) being much of the falhion of a thoniback, bur a long 
tail like a riding rod, whereon the middeft is a moft poifoned fling, of two or three 
inches long, bearded like a faw on each tide, which Ihe (truck into the wreft of his arm 
near an inch and a half; no blood nor wound was foen, but a little blue fpot, but the 
torment was inftantly fo extreme, that in four hours had fo fwxillen his hand, arm and 
fhoulder, we all with much forrow concluded his funeral, and prepared his grave in an 
ifland by, as himfelf direfted : yet it pleafed God, by a precious oil Doftor Rulfel at the 
flrft applied to it when he founded it with probe, ere night, his tormenting pains was 
fo well alTuaged that he eat of the fifh to his fupper, which gave no lefs joy and content 
to us than eafe himfelf, for which we called the illand Stingray Ifle, after the name of 
the fllh. . 

Having neither furgeon, norfurgery,but that prefervative oil, we prefcntly fet fall for 
James Town, palling the mouths of the rivers of Payankatank, and Pamaunkee : the 
next day we fafely arrived at Keoougtan. The Ample favages feeing our capuun hurt, 
and an other bloody by breaking his Ihin, our numbers of bows, arrows, fwords, 
mantles, and furs, would needs imagine we had been at war; the truth of thefe accidents 
would not fatisfy them, but impatiently importuned us to know with whom. Findi^ 
their aptnefs.to believe wc failed not (as a great fee ret) to tell them any thing th* 
might affright them, what fpoil we had got and made of the Maffawomeks. This 
rumour went faftcr up the river then our barge, that arrived at Waraikoyack the aoth 
of July ; where trimming her with painted ftreamers, and fuch devices as we could, 
we made them at James Town jealous of a Spanilh frigate, where we all, God be thanked, 
fafely arrived the aifl of July. There wc found the laft fupply’ were all Tick, the reft 
fome lame, fome bruifed ; ail unable to do any thing but complain of the pride and 
imreafonable needlefs cruelty of the Ally preAd^, that had riotoufly confumed the 
ftore : and to fulAl his follies about building him an uimeceffary building fo* his 
pleafure in the woods, had brought them all to that mifery ; that had we not arrived, 
they had as ftrangely tormented him with revise : but the good neu's of our dif- 
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covery, and the good hope we had by the favage*s relation, that our bay had ftretebed' 
into the South Sea, or fomewhat near it, appeafed thSir fury ; but conditionVily that 
Ratliffe Ihould be depofed, and that Captain Smith would take upon him the govern- 
ment, as by courfe it did belong. Thei^ requeft being eiFe£ted, he fubftituted JMr- 
Scrivener, his dear friend, in the prefidency, equally diftributmglthofe private provifions 
the other had ingrofled, appointing more honeft officers to amft Mr. Scrivener (who 
then lay exceeding fick of a callenture); and in regard of the weaknefs of the company, 
and heat of the year, they being unable to work, he left them to live at eafe, to recover 
their health, but embarked himfelf to finifh his difeovery. 

Written by Walter Ruflell, Anas Todkill, and Thorny Momford. 


CHAP. VI. — Government fitrrcndered to Mr. Scrivener.— W/jat happened -the 

Sccoiul Voyage in difeovering the Bay, 

THF. 34th of July, Captain Snulh fet forward to finifh the difeovery with twelVc 
men : iheir names were 


Nathaniel Powell 
Thoniii:'. jVlosnford 
Richard Fetherfton 
Michael Sicklemorc 
James Bourne 
Anthony Bagnall, chirurg. 


1 

« 

I 

Gentlemen. 

1 

J 


James Profit 
Anas Todkill^ 
Edward Pifing 
Richard Keale 
Janies Watkins 
William Ward 


■ 

t Soldiers. 


The wind being contrary, caufed our ftay two or three days at Kccoughtan : the 
King feafled us with much mirth ; his people were perfuaded we went purpofely to be 
revenged of the MafTawomeks. In the evening we fired a few rockets, which flying in 
the air fo terrified the poor favages, they fuppofed nothing impoffible we attempted, 
and defired to affift us. The firft night we anchored at Stingray Iflc. The next day 
crofTed Patawoineks River, and haflencd to the river Bolus. We went not much further 
before we might fee the bay to divide in two heads, and arriving there wc found it 
divided in four, all which we fearched fo far as we could fail them. Two of them we 
fo^d inhabited, but in crofling the bay we encountered feven or eight canoes full of 
MafTawomeks ; we feeing them prepare to aflault us, left our oars and made way witb 
our fail to encounter them, yet were wc but five with, our captain that could Hand ; for 
within two days after we left Kecoughtan, the reft ;^being all of the laft fupply) were 
lick alnioft to death, until they were feafoned to the country. Having fhut them 
jttider our tarpauling, we put their hats upon flicks by the barge fide, and betwixt two 
nats a man with two pieces, to make us feem many ; and fo we think the Indians 
fuppofed thofe hats to be men, for they fled with all poflibic fpced to tKe fhore, and 
there flayed, flaring at the failing of our barge till we anchored right againfl them. 
Long it was ere we could draw them to come unto us : at laft they lent two of their 
company unarmed in a canoc; the reft all followed to fecoud them if need required, 
Thefe'two being but bach prefented with a bell, brought aboard all their fellows, pre- 
fenting our captain with venifon, bears’ flefh, filh, bows, arrows, clubs, targets, and 
bears* (kins. We underflood therr^nothing at all but by figns, whereby they fignified. 
unto^ us they had been at wars with the Tockwoghes, the which they confirmed by 
Ihewing us their green wounds ; but the night parting us, wc imagined they appointed 
the next morning to meet, but after ^bat we never faw them. 

Jc' Entering, 
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* Entering the river of Tockw(^h, th^favages all armed in a fleet of boats, ‘after 
their bariiarous manner, round Environed us, fo it chanced one of them could fpeak 
the language of Powhatan, who perfuadcd the reft to a friendly parley... But when 
the% faw us fumilhcd with the Maflawomeks weapons, and wc faining the invention 
of Kecoughtan, to have taken them perforce ; they condudted us to their pallifadoed 
town, mantled with the barks of trees, with fcafiblds like mounts, breafted about with 
breafts very formally. Their men, women, and children with dances, fongs, fruits, 
furs, and what they had kindly welcomed us, Iprcading mats for us to fit on, ftrctch- 
ing their beft abilities to exprefs their loves. 

• Many hatchets, knives, pieces of iron and brafs, I'. e faw aniongft them, whicli 
they reporteJ to have from the Safquefahanocks ; a mighty people and mortal enemies 
with the Maffawomeks. The Safquefahanocks inhabit upon the chief fpring of thefe 
four branches of the bay’s h^d, two days journey higher than our barge could pafs 
for rocks, yet we prevailed with the interpreter to take with him another interpreter, to 
pibifuadc the Safquefahanocks to come vilit us, for their language are diftere^t. Three 
or four days wo expected their return, then fixty of thofe giant-like people came down, 
with prefents of venifon, tobacco-pipes three foot in length, bafkets, targets, bows and 
arrows. Five of their chief Werowances came boldly aboard us to crofs the bay for 
Tockwhogh, leaving ^eir men and canoes, the wind being fo high they durft not 
pafs. 

Our order was daily to have prayer, with a pfaltn, at which folemnity the poor 
favagas much wondered ; our prayers being done, awhile lliey were bufied with a con- 
fultation till they had contrived their bufmefs, then they began in a moft paflionate 
manner to hold up their hands to the fun with a mafl: iVarlul fong, then embracing 
our captains they begun to adore him in like manner; tliougli vve rebuked them, yet 
they proceeded till their long was finifhed, which done, witli a moft ftrange furious 
a£lion, and a heiiifh voice, began an oration of their loves ; that ended, with 'a great 
painted bear’s Ikin they covered him, then one ready with a great chain of white 
beads, waghing at leail fix or fevon pounds, hung it about his neck, the others had 
eighteen mantles, made of divers forts of fkins fcvvecl together, all theie with many 
other toys they laid at his feet, ftroking their ceremonious hands about his neck for 
his creation to be their governor and proteflor, promi/ing their aids, victuals, or what 
they had to be his if he would ftay with them to defend and revenge them of the 
Maflawomeks. But v\e left them at Tockwhogh, forrow iiig for our departure, yet 
we promifed the next year again to vifit them. Many deferiptions and difeourfes they 
made us of Atquanachucky Mafl'awomek, and other people, figuifying they inhabit 
upon a great water beyond the mountains, which we underftood to be I’ome great lake, 
or the river of Canada, and from the French to have their hatchets and cominoditi^ 
by trade. TJiefc know no more o( the territories of Powhatan then his name, and he 
as little of them, but the Atquanachuks are on the ocean fea. 

The higheft mountain wc faw northward we calh d Peregrine’s Mount, and a reeky 
river, where the Maflawomeks went up. Willowbyes River, in Honour of the town 
our captain was bom in, and that honourable houle the Lord Willoughby, his moft 
honoured good friend. The Safqueliihanocks River we called Smith’s Falls j the 
next point to Tockwhogh, Pifing’s Point ; the next it Point Bourne. Powell’s Iflcs 
and Smal’s Point is by the river Bolus, and the little bay at the head Profit’s Poole ; 
Watkin’s, Read’s, and Momford’s Points are on each fide Limbo ; Ward, Cantrell, 
and Sicklemore, betwixt Patawoinek and Pamaunkee, after the names of the dii- 
corerers. In all thofe places and the furtheft tyq came up the rivers, we cut in trees 
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fo many crofles as we would, and in many places made holes in trees, wherem we wriif 
notes, and in fome places crofles of brafs, to fignify to any, Engliflimen ikad been 
there. 

Thus having fought all the inlets and rivers worth noting, we return^ to difcpver 
the river of Pawtuxunt j thefe people we found very traflable, and more civil,,than any: 
we prdtnifed them, as alfo the Patawomeks, to revenge them of the Maf&womeks, but 
our purpofes were crofled. 

In the difcowry of this river fome call Rapahanock, we werel^dly entertained by 
the people of Moraughtacund ; here we encountered our old friend Mofeo, a lufty 
favage of Wighcocomoco, upon the river Patawomek : we fuppofed him fome French* 
man^s fon, bccaufe he had a thick black bufh beard, and the favages feldom have any 
at all, of which he was ngt a little proud to fee fo many of his countrymen. Wood 
anil water he would fetch us, guide us any whither, nay, caufe divers of his country* 
m» u help us tow againft wind or tide from place to pbee till we came to Patawomek ; 
tf i re he reftod till wc returned from the head of the river, and occaiioned our coh- 
ciiid to the ruirie we fuppofed antimony ; and in the place he failed not to do us all the 
good he could, perfuading us in any c ife not to go to the Rapahanocks, for they would 
kill us for being friends with the Moraughtacunds, that but lately had flolen three of 
the King's women. I'hi: we did think was but that his frienijs might only have our 
trade, fo we crofled the rivci- to the Rapahanocks. There fome twelve or flxteen Hand- 
ing on the fliore, direded us a little creek, where was good landing, and commodities 
for us in three or four canoes we faw lie there ; but according to our cuilom, r/e de- 
manded to exchange a man in fign of love, which after they had a little confuked, 
four or five came up to the middle to fetch our man, and leave us one of them, Ihew- 
ing we need not fear them, for they had neither clubs, bows, nor arrows. Notwith- 
ftanding, Anas Todkill, being font on fliore to fee if he could difeover any ambuf- 
cadoes, or what they had defired to go over the plain to fetch fome wood, but they 
were unwilling, except we w'ould come into the creek, where the boat might come 
clofe afhore. Todkill by degrees having got fome two ftoncs-throws up the plain, 
perceived two or three hundred men i_as he thought) behind the trees, fo that offering 
to return to the boat, the favages eflayed to carry him away per force, that he called to 
us we were betrayed, and by that he had fpoke the word, our holtage was overboard, 
Watkins his keeper, flew him in the water. Immediately vve let fly amonglt 
th^, fo that they fled, and 'I’cdkill efcaped, yet they fhot lb fall that he fell flat on 
the ground ere he could recover the boat. Here the MafTawomek targets Hood us in 
good Head, for upon Mofeo’s words, we had fet iliem alxSbt the forepart of our boat 
lilrp a forecaHlc, from whence we fecurely beat the favages from oft' the plain without 
*iny hurt, yet they fhot more than a thoufand arrows, and then fled info the woods. 
Arming ourfelves with thefe light targets (which are made of little fmall flicks woven 
betwixt firings of their hemp and liik gral's, as is our cloth, but fo firmly that no 
arrow can poffibly pierce them) : we reicued Todkill, who was all bloody by fome of 
them who were foot by us that held him, but as God pleafed, he had no hurt j and 
following them up tQ'the woods we found fome flain, and in divers places much blood. 
It feems all their arrows were fpent, for we heard no more of them ; their canoes we 
took, the arrows vve found we broke, fave them we kept for Mofeo, to whom wc 
gave the canoes for his kindnefs, that entertained us in the teft triumphing manner, and 
warlike order in arms of conquelt he could procure of the Moraughtacunds. 

I'be reft of the day wc fpent in accommodating our boat, inftead of thoules we 
made Hicks like bed-llaves, to which we fattenotl fo many of our Maflawomek targets, 
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* that environed her as wafte cloaths. The next mornmg we went up the riverj and 
our frtehd Mofco followed us along the (hore, and at laft defired to go with us in our 
boat. But as we pafled by Pifacack, Matchopeak, and Mecuppom, three towns 
fituated upon high white clay cUfts, the other fide all a low plain marfli, and the river 
there b^t narrow^ thirty or forty of the Rapahanocks had fo accommodated them- 
felves with branches, as we took them for little bulhes growing among the fedge, Hill 
feeing their arrows ftrike the targets, and dropped in the river, whereat Mofco fell 
flat m the boat on his fiure, crying the Rapahanocks, which prelently we efpied to be 
the bulhes, which at our firlt volley fell down in the fedge, when we were near half a 
mile from t^iem, they fliewed thenuelves dancing and finging very merrily. 

The Kings of Piflaflack, Nandtaughtacund, and Cuttatawomen, ufed us kindly, and 
alHheir people negleded not any thing to Mofco to bring us to them. Betwixt Seco- 
be^ and Maflawteck is a foiall ifle or two, which caufeth Inc river to be broader than 
ordinary ; there it pleafed God to take one of our company, called Mr. Fetherfione, 
that all the time he had been in this country had behaved himfelf honeftly, valiantly, 
and indullriouily, where, in a litde bay we called Fetherftone’s Bay, we buried him 
with a volley of fhot : the refi, notwithfianding their ill diet and bad lodging, crowded 
in fo final! a barge, in fo many dangers never refling, but always tofled to and again, 
had all well recover^ their healths. The next day we failed fo high as our boat 
would float, there fetting up croflfes, and engraving our names in the trees. Our 
centinel law an arrow fall by him, though wc had ranged up and down more than an 
houibin digging in the earth, looking of ftones, herbs, and fprings, not feeing where a 
favage could well hide himfelf. 

Upon the alarum by that we had recovered our arms, there was about an hundred 
nimble Indians Ikipping from tree to trecj letting fly their arrows fo faft as they could: 
the trees here ferved us for barricadoes as well as they. But Mofco did us more fervice 
than we expefted, for having ftiot away his quiver of arrows, he ran to the boat for 
more. Ihc arrows of Moleo at the firft made them paufe upon the matter, thinking 
by his bruit and Ikipping there were many favages. About half an hour this con. 
tinned, then they all vanilhed as fuddenly as they approached. Mofco followed them 
fo far as he could fee us till they were out of fight. As we returned there lay a lavage 
' as dead, Ihot in the knee, but taking him up we found he had life, which Mofco feeing, 
never was dog more furious againfl; a bear than Mofco was to have beat out his brains, 
fo we had him to our boat, where our chirurgeon who went with us to cure our 
, captain’s hurt of the ftingray, do dreffed this lavage that within an hour after he 
looked fomewhat cheerfully, and did eat and fpeak. In the meantime we contented 
Mofco in helping him to gather up their arrows, which were an arm full, whereof he 
gloried nut a little. Then we defired Mofco to know what he was and what countri^ 
were beyond the mountains : the poor lavage mildly anfwcred, he and all with him 
were ot Hafmninga, where there are three kings more like unto them, namely, the 
King of Stegora, the King of Tauxuntania, and the King of Shakahonea, that were 
come to Mohalkahod, which is only a hunting town, and the bounds betwixt the king- 
dom of the Maniiahocks and the Naiidtaughtacunds, but hard by where we were. 
We demanded why they came in that manner to betray us tbat'eame to them in peace 
and to feek their loves ; he anfwered, they heard we were a people come from under 
the world to take their world from them. We alked him how many worlds he did 
know ; he replied, he knew no more but that which was under the iky that covered 
him, which were the Powhatans, with the Monacnas, and the Maflawomeks, that were 
higher up in the mountains. Then we alked h|!n what was beyond the mountains, he 
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anfwdred, the fun : but of any thing elfe he knew nothing, becaufe the woods were not' 
burnt. Thefe and many fuch queftions we demanded concerning the MaiTaWomeks, 
the Monacans, thdr own country, and where were the Kings of St^ora, Tauxfintania, 
and the reft. The Monacans, he faid, were their neighbours and fiiends, and did djvdl 
as they in the hilly countries by fmall rivers, living upon roots and fruits, ljut chiefly 
by hunting. The Maflawomeks did dwell upon a great water and had many boats, 
and fo many men that they made war with all the world, for their kings ; they were 
gone every one a feveral way with their men on hunting, but thofe with him came 
thither a fifliing till they faw us, notwithftanding they would be altogether at night at 
Mahalkaliod. For his relation we gave him many toys, with perfuaftons to go with.:Ufi, 
and he as eameftly deflred us to ftay the coming of thofe kings, that for his good ufage 
fliould be friends with us, for he was brother to Hafmninga. But Mofeo advifed us 
prefently to be gone, for they were all naught, yet we told him we would not till it 
was night. All things we made ready to entertain what came, and Mofeo was as dili> 
gent in tri mmin g his arrows. The night being come we all embarked, for the rivefi* 
was fo narrow, had it been light, the land on the one fide was fo high, they might have 
done us exceeding much mifehief. All this while the King of Hafinninga was feeking 
the reft, and had confultation a good time what to do, but by their fpies, feeing we 
were gone, it was not long before wc heard their arrows dropping on every fide the 
boat ; we caufed our favages to call unto them, but fuch a yelling and hallooing they 
made that they heard nothing, but now' and then a piece, aiming fo near as we could 
where we heard the moft voices. More than twelve miles they follow'ed us in this 
manner ; then the day appearing, we found ourfelves in a broad bay, out of danger of 
their fhot, where we came to an anchor, and fell to breakfaff. Not fo much as fpeaking 
to them till the fun was rifen j being well refreflied, we untied our targets that covered 
us as a deck, and all fnewed ourfelves with thofe fhields on our arms, and fwords in 
our hands, and alfo our prifoner, Amoroleck; a long difeourfe there was betwixt his 
countrymen and him, how good we were, how well we ufed him, how we had a 
Patawomek with us, loved us as his life, that would have flain him had w'c not preferved 
him, and that he fhould have his liberty, would they be but friends, and to do us any 
hurt it was impoflible. Upon this they all hung their bows and quivers upon the 
trees, and one came fwimming aboard us with a bow tied on his head, and . another 
with a quiver of arrows, which they delivered our captain as a prefent. The captain 
having ufed them fo kindly as he could, told them the other three kings fhould do 
the like, and then the great King of our world fhould b« their friend, whofc men we were. 
It was no fooner demanded but performed j fo upon a low moorifh point of land we 
went to the fhorc, where thofe four kings came and received Amoroleck. Nothing they 
had but bow's, arrows, tobacco-bags, and pipes : what we defired none refufed to give 
us, wondering at every thing we had, and heard we had done ; our piftols they took 
for pipes, which they much defired, but we did content them with other commodities ; 
and fo wc left four or five hundred of our merry Mannahocks, finging, dancing, and 
making merry, and fet fail for Moraughiacund. 

In our return we vifited all our friends, that rejoiced much at our victory againft the 
Mannahocks, who mitiy times had wars alfo with them, but now they were friends, 
and defired we would be friends with the Rapahanocks, as we were with the Manna* 
hocks. Our captain told them, they had twice affaulted him that came only in love to 
do them good, and therefore he would now burn all their houfes, deftroy their com, 
and for ever hold them his enemies, till they made him fatisfitaion ; they defired to 
know wfcat that fhould be ; he told them they fhould prefent him the king’s bow and 
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'arrows^ and not offer to come armed where he was ; that they fhould be friends' with 
the Mospughtacunds his friends^ and give him their King’s fon in pledge to perform it, 
and then all King James’s men ftould be their friends. Upon this they prefently font 
to the Rapahanocks to meet him at the place where they hrfl: fought, where would be 
the King^of Nantautacund and Piffaffac : which according to their promtfe were there 
fo foon as we, where Rapahanock prefented his bow and arrows, and confirmed all 
we defired, except' his fon, having no more but him he could not live without him, 
but inltead of his foil he would give him the thr^.-e women Moraughtacund had 
Itolen. This was accepted ; and fo in three or four canoes, fo many as could, went 
wjth us to Moraughtacund, where Mofeo made them fiich relMpons, and gave to his 
friends fo many bows and arrows, that they no lefs loved him than admired us. The 
three women were brought our captain, to each he gave a chun of beads ; and then 
caufmg Moraughtacund, Mofeo, and Rapahanock to Hand before him, bid Rapaha- 
nock take her loved bell, and Moraughtacund chofe next, and to Mofeo he gave the 
third. Upon this away went their canoes over the water, to fetch their venifon, and 
all the provifion they could, and they that wanted boats fwam over the river : the dark 
commanded us then* to reft. The next day there was- of men, women, and. children, 
as we conjt'ftured, fix or feven hundred, dancing and finging, and not a bow nor 
arrow fecit amongfi them. Mofeo changed his name Uttafantafough, which we interpret, 
11 ranger, for fo they call us : all promifing ever to be our friends, and to plant corn 
purpofely for us ; and we to provide hatchets, beads, and copper for them ; we 
depaued, giving thorn a volley of Ihot, and they us as loud Ihouts and cries as their 
ftrength could utter. I’hat night we anchored in the river of Payankatank, and difeo- 
vered it fo high as it was navigable ; but the people were moft a hunting, fave a few 
old men, women, and children, that were tending their corn, of which they promifed 
us part when w'e would fetch it, as had done all the nations wherever we had yet been. 

In a fair calm, rowing towards point Comfort, we anchored in Gofnoll’s Bay, but 
fuch a fuddou gull furprifed us in the night with thunder and rain, that we never 
thought more to have feen James Town. Yet running before the wmd, wefometimes 
faw the land by the ilafiies of fire from heaven, by which light only .ve kept from the 
fpHtting lliorc uinil it pleafed God in that black darkncls to preferve us by that light to 
find Point Comfo-i : there refrelhing ourfelves. becaufe we bad only but heard of the 
Chefapeak and Nanfainuruls, we tliought it as fit to know all our neighbours near 
home, as fi'. i.iany natioi.sS abroad. 

S> iVitiiig fail I -r the fouthern *lliore, we fail J upa narrow river up the country of 
Chefiipcak ; it liiuli a good channel, but many llioals about the entrance. By that we 
had lailed fix or miles, we law two or tliree little garden-plots with their houfes, 
the lliort's overgrown with the greateil pine and fir trees we ever faw in the country. 
But not feeing nor hearing any people, and the river very narrow, we returned to the 
great river to fee if we could find any of them. Coalting the Ihore towards Nanfa* 
mund, which is moll oyltcr banks; at the mouth of that river we efpied fix or 
I’evcn favages making their wires, who prefently fled : afliore we went, and 
where they wrought we threw divers toys, and fo departed. Far we were 
not gone ere they came again, and began to fing and dance and recall us ; and 
thus we began our firll acquaintance. At lalt one of them defir^ us to go to his 
houfe up that river ; into our boat voluntarily he came, the reft ran after us by the Ihore 
with all Ihew of love that could be. Seven or eight miles we failed up this narrow 
river : at laft on the weftern Ihore we faw large corn-fields, in the midft a little ifle, 
and in it was abundance of corn ; the people, he told us, were all a hunting ; but in the 
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ifle was his houre« to which he invited us with much kindnefe ; to himt tus wife, wd 
children we rave fdch things as they feemed much counted them. The othAa being 
come, defired us alfo to go but a little higher to fee thdr houfes : here our hoft left 
us, the reft rowed by us in a canoe, till we were fo ftu: paft the ifle the river became 
very narrow. Here we delired fome of them to come aboard us, whereat^pauflng a 
little, th^ told us they would but fetch their bows and arrows, ai|d go ail with us ; 
but bang afliorc and thus armed, they perfuaded us to go <iforward, but we could 
ndther perfuade them into their canoe, nor into our boat. This gave us caufe to pro- 
vide for the worft. Far we went not ere feven or eight canoes full of men armed ap- 
peared following us, Saying to fee t^e concluiion. Prefently from each fide of^e 
river cmne arrows fo faft as two or three hundred could fhoot them, whereat we returned 
to get the open. They in the canoes let By alfo as faft, but amongft them we bellowed 
fo'inany fliot, the molt of them leaped overboard and fwam afhore, but two or three 
efcaped by rowing, being againit their plains : our mufkets they found (hot further than 
thdr hows, for we made not twenty mot ere they all retired behind the next trees. 
Being thus got out of their trap, we feized on all their canoes, and moored them m the 
midft of the open. More than an hundred arrows ftuck in our tal’gets, and about the 
boat, yet none hurt, only Anthony Bagnall was fhot in' his hat, and another in his 
fleeve. But feong thar multitudes, and fufpeding, as it was,, that both the Nanfa- 
munds, and the Chefapeaks were tt^ether, we thought it belt to ride by their canoes 
a while, to bediinkif it were better to bum all in the ifle, or draw them to cpmpofition, 
till we were provided to take all they had, which was fufiicient to feed ail our cc^ony ; 
but to bum the ifle at night it was concluded. In the interim wc began to cut in pieces 
th^ canoes, and they prefently to lay down their bows, making iigns of peace : peace, • 
we told them, we would accept, would they bring us their King’s bows and arrows, 
with a chain of pearl } and when we came again, give us four hundred bafkets full of 
com, otherwife we would break all their boats, and bum* their houfes and com, and 
all they had. To perform all this they alleged only the want of a canoe, fo we put one 
adrift, and bid them fwim to fetch her | and till they performed their promife, we 
would but only break their canoes. They cried to us to do no more ; all Ihould be as we 
would : which prefently they performed, away went their bows and arrows, and tag 
and rag came with their bafkets : fo much as we could carry we took, and fo depart- 
ing good friends, we returned to James Town, where we fafely arrived the yth of 
Sepfffmber, 1608. There we found Mr. Scrivener, and divers others, well recovered ; 
many dead ; fome fick ; the late preiident prifoner for mutiny ; by the honeft dili- 
gence of Mr. Scrivener, the harveft gathered, but the provifion in the ftore much 
q)dded with r^. Thus was that fummer (when little wanted) confumed and fpent, 
and nothing done (fuch was the government of Captain Ratliff) but only this difcoveiy ; 
wherein to exprefs all the dangers, accidents, and encounters this fmall number paffed 
in that fnj^l barge, by the fcale of proporHon, about three thouffind miles, with fuch 
watery diet in thofe great waters and barbarous countries (dll then to any Chriftian ut- 
terly unknown) I rather refer their merit to the cenfure of the courteous and expe- 
rienced reader, thaja I would be tedious or partial, bemg a party. 


But to this place to come who will adventUK, 

With jud' Aiwt*s guide and reafon bow to enter ; 
Finds iia' otld's broad Xca, with wind and tide, 
Therein, Jfe'^.jjhan any where befide. 

But R ^i^^^lntds nonces it is 
A ^ ij^e tl of fe^ttbefi 1 wifs t 


Into 
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ttktotbeflrefttiteft 3 

Ttofc Atiukiw xkm let them eoaii about » 

And b? a fmal^bpat learn theiir and mark 
Hoar tlieytnay come to make a greater bark. 

bf 4NTH0NT Baonall, Nathaniel Powell, and AnasTo&kill, 

■ ,■■*■■ 

ijitivr. vu.— Pudency furrenderedto Captain Smith : the Arrival and Return 
tf the fecond and what happened. 

HIITr loth pf September, by the ele£lion of the council ahi^requeft of the com- 
pany, Captain Smith received the letters patent, which till then by no means he would 
accept, though he was often ijiwortuned thereunto. Now the building of Ratcllfie’a 
palace ilaid as a thing necdlefs'; the church w'as repaired : the ftorchoufe recovered ; 
buildings prepared for the fupplies we cxpedled ; the fort reduced to a fine fquare 
forbi ; the order of the watch renewed ; the fquadrons (each fetting of the watch) 

. trained ; the whole company every Saturday exercifed in the plain by the weft bul- 
wark, prepared for tliat purpole, we called Smithfield, where lometimes more than a 
hundred favage§ would ftand in an amazement to behold how a file would batter a 
tree, where he would m|ke them a mark to (hoot at ; the boats trimmed for trade, 
which being fent out with Lieutenant Percy, in their journey encountered the fecond 
fupply, tha^brought them back to difeover the country of Monacan. How or why 
Captain>Newport obtained fuch a private commiffion, as not to return without a lump 
of gold, a certainty of the South Sea, or one of the loft company Tent out by Sir 
• Walter Raleigh, I know not ; nor why he brought fuch a fine pieced barge, nor to 
bear us to that South Sea, till we had borne her over the mountains, which how £ir 
they extend is yet unknown. As for the coronation of Powhatan, and his prefents of 
bafon and ewer, bed, bedftead, clothes, and fuch coftly novelties, they had been 
much better well fpared than fo ill fpent, for we had his favour much better, only for 
a plain piece of copper, till this ftately kind of foliciting made him fo much over- 
value himfclf, that he refpe^ted us as much as nothing at all. As for the hiring of 
the Poles, and Dutchmen to make pitch, tar, glafs, mills, and foap-alhes when the 
country is replenilhed w'ith people, and neceifaries, would have done well ; but to fend 
them and feventy more without viduals to work, was not fo well advifed nor cou- 
fidered of, as it ftiould have been. Yet this could not have hurt us had they been two 
hundretl, though then we were ontf hundred and thirty that ^wanted for ourfelvcs ; 
for we had the favages in that decorum (their harveft being newly gathered) that we 
fear^ not to get victuals for five hundred. Now was there no way to make us mife- 
rable but to ncgled that tin^e to make provifion whilft it was to be had, the which w^'s 
done by the diredion from England to perform this ftrange difeoyery j but a more 
ftrange. coronation to'^lofe that time, fpend that vidqals we had, tire and ftarve our 
men, having no means to carry victuals, munition, the hurt or fick, but on their own 
backs. How or by whom they were invented I know not; but 'Captain Newport we 
oidy accounted the author, who, to effect thefe prbjefls, had . fo gilded men’s hopes 
with great promifes, that both company and council concluded his refolution for the 
raoft part. God doth know they little knew what they did, nor underftood their own 
eftates, to conclude his conclufions, agaihft aytl the inconveniencies^the foregoing pre- 
fident alledged. Of this fupply there was al^ed to the council one Captain Richard 
Waldo and Captain Richard Wynne, two ancient, foldiers and valiant gentlemen, but 
. yet ignorant of the bufinels (bemg but newly arrived). Ratcbife was alfo permitted 
' TdL. xiii. L to 



to have his voicf^ ,^Mr. Scrivener, to fisellrai^ toiflUrieKf ib 

Smith was pr^eiii^ yet the major part of the Co^ciihadi the . authority, 
it as they lift^. As for clearing Smith's obje^bns, hOw pkdf and tar, vriunfoot, 
clapboard, glafs, and foap>alhes, could be provided to relade the Ihip, or provifion got 
to live wkhal, when none was in the country, and that we had, fpent, beivre the wp 
departed to eiFefl: thefe proje&s. The anfwer was. Captain Newport undertook to 
freight the pinnace of twenty tons with com in going and r^Q^ing in his difcovery, 
and to refreight her again from Werowocomoco of Powhatari| alfo promifing a great 
proportion of vi£i;uals from the ihip ; inferring that Smith’s propofidons were only 
devices to hinder his journey, to edeft it himfelf, '• and that^the cruelty he had ui|i to 
the favages might well be the occaiion to hinder thefe deiigns, and feek revenge on 
him i for which taxation all works were left, and one hundred and twenty chofen 
men were appointed for Newport’s guard in this difcovery. But Captain Smith, to 
make clear all thofc feeming fufpicions that the favages were not fo defperate as was 
pretended by Captain Newport, and how willing (iince by their authority they would 
have it fo) he was to ailiil them what he could, becaufe the coronadon would con>- 
fume much,time, he undertook himfelf their meflage to Powhdtan, to entreat him to 
come to James Town to receive his prefents ; and where Newport durft not go with 
lefs than one hundred and twenty, he only took with him Capfain Waldo, Mr. Andrew 
Buckler, Edward Brinton, and Samuel Collier. With thefe four he went over-land 
to Werowocomoco, feme twelve miles ; there he palTed the river of Pamaunkec in a 
lavage canoe. Powhatan being thirty miles off, was prefently fent for; in tf/e mean 
time, Pocahontas and her women entertained Captain Smith in this manner : 

In a fair plain field they made a 6re, before which he fitting upon a mat, fuddenly 
amongil the woods was heard fuch a hideous noife and fhricking, that the Engliin 
betook themfelves to their arms, and feis^d on two or three old men by them, fup- 
poiing Powhatan with all his power was come to furprkse them. But prefently Poca> 
hontas came, willing him to kill her if any hurt were Intended ; and the beholders, 
which were men, women, and children, fatisfied the Captain there was no fuch matter. 
Then prefently they were prefented with this ajitic : thirty young women came lukcd 
out of the woods, only covered behind and before with a few green leaves, their bodies 
all painted, fomc of one colour fomc of another, but all differing : their leader had a 
fair pair of buck’s horns on her head, and an otter’s fkin at her girdle, and another 
alf'^er arm, a quiver of arrows at her back, a bow and arrows in her hand j the 
had in her hand a fword, another a club, another a pot-ftick, all homed alike ; the 
reft every one with their feveral devices. Thefe fiends, with moft hellifh fhouts and 
cries, rufhiug from among the trees, caft themfelves in a ring about the fire, finging 
ahd dancing with inoft excellent ill variety, oft falling into their infernal paflions, and 
folemnly again to fing and dance. Having fpent near an hour in this mafquerade, as 
they entered in like manner they departed. ' ' 

Having re-accommodated themfelves, they folemnly invited him to their lodgings, 
where he was no fooner within the houfe, but all thefe nymphs more tormented him 
than ever'‘» croprding, prefTmg, and hanging about him, moft tedioufly crying, 
“ Love you not me ? Love you not me This falutation ended, the feaft was fet, 
confifting of all the favagi^/ dainties they could devife; fome attending, others finging 
and dancing about them ; (which mirth being ended, with firebrands inftead of torches 
they conducted him to hisait^ging.' . 

Thus did they (hew 'their feat* of arm*, and othertatt in danciti^, 

&>inc other ufid their oaten pipe, and othera voices ebanntia^. 

The 



hist uatiflageof the^rc^ffrMt;^ 
h« had fent for Englaod, defoing hinf ro <i!d^ folhit 
fadier iliifiewpc^^^ to accept thofe presents, and conclude their revenge againft the Mo* 
Whereunto this fubtle lav&ge thus replied : 

If your King have fent me prefentSj I alfo am a king, and this ^ my land : eight 
days I will flay to receive them. Your father is to come to me, not I to him, nor 
yet to your fort, neitb^^will I bite at fuch a bait. ‘ As for the Monacans I can re- 
venge my own injuries |"^ahd as for Atquanachnk, where you fay your brother was 
{lain, it is a conhary way from thofe parts you fuppofe it : but for any falt-water 
beys||d the mountains, the Velations you ha$e had from my people are falfe.” Where- 
upon he began to draw plots upon the^asund (according to his difcourfe) of all 
thofe regions. Many other difcourfes they''had (yet both content to give each other 
content in complimental courtefies) ; and fo Captain Smith returned with this 
anfwer. 

Upon this the prefents were fent by water, which is near a hundred miles, and the 
•captain's went by land with hfty good (hot. All being met at Werowocomoco, the 
next day was appointed for liis coronation ; then the prefents were brought him, his 
bafon and ewer, bed and furniture fet up, his fcarlet cloak and apparel with much ado 
put on'him, being perfuaded by Namontack they would not hurt him ; but a foul 
trouble tliere was to make him kneel to receive his crown, he neither knowing the 
majefty nor meaning of a crown, nor bending of the knee, endured fo many perfua* 
fions, examples, and inflrudions, as tired them all ; at laft, by leaning hard on his 
{boulders, he a little {looped, and three having the crown in their hands put it on lus 
. head, when by the warning of a piftol the boats were prepared with fuch a volley of 
{hot, that the King flarted up in a horrible fear, till he faw all was well. I'hen re* 
membering himfelf, to congratulate their kindnefs, he gave his old ihoes and his mantle 
to Captain Newport : but perceiving his purpofe was to difeover the Monacans, he 
laboured to divert his refoludon, refoling to lend him either men or guides more than 
Namontack ; and fo, after fome fmall complimental kindnefs on both lides, in reqdital 
of his prefents, he prefented Newport with a heap of wheat ears, that might contain 
fome fevf n or eight bufhels, and as much more we bought in the town, wherewith'we 
returned' to. the fort. 

The {hip having dilburdened herfelf of feventy perfons, with the firft gentlewoman 
and woman-fervant that arrived in our colony. Captain Newport, with one hundred and 
twenty chofen men, led by CaptainWaldo, Lieutenant Percy, CaptainWinne, Mr. Weft, 
and Mr. Scrivt^ner, fet forward for the difeovery of Monacan, leaving the prefident at 
the fort with about eighty or ninety (fuch as they were) to relade the Ihip. Arriving 
*at the Falls, we marched by land fome forty miles in two days and a half, and fo 
returned down the fame path we went. Two towns we difeovered of the Monacans, 
called MalTmacak and Mowhemenchouch ; the people neither ufed us w'ell nor ill ; yet 
{mr our fccurity we took one of their petty kin«, and led him bound to condud' us 
the way ; and in our return, fearched many pla^ we fuppofed mines, about which 
we fpent fome time in refining, having one William Callicut, a refiner, fitted for that 
purpofe. From that cruft of earth we digged he perfuaded us td believe he extiaded 
fome fmall quantity of filver; and (not unlfl^ly) better fluff might be had for thd 
digging. With this poor trial, being contCiU^ to leave thisfiur^ fertile, welbwatered 
country ; and coming to the falls, the favag^ feigned there were divers fiiips come 
mto tfete bay to kill them at James Town. Trade they woul4 not, andffind their corn 
we could not, for they had bid it in the woods $ and being thus deiiided, we arrivetl 
'■ La at 
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at Jannes Towi)} half ficki all compls^ng, and tired with toik and ^dRjbon- 

tent, to have (oAf bat difcovered our gilded hopes,* and fucb fiwtefe ccr^undes as 
Captain South foretold us. ' ' : ‘ 

But tliofo that hunger feefc to flahcy 
Which thus abouiK^Dg wealth would rake j 
Not all the gems of Ifter fliore, 

Nor all the gold of Lydia’s ftorcp 
Can (ill iheii greedy appetue^ 

It is a thing £o infinite. 

No fooner were we landed, but the prelidcnt difpcrfed foanany as werpable, fotnp/or 
glafs, others for tar, pitch, and foap.a(he$, leaving them with the fort to the councils* 
overhght, but thirty of us he conduced down the river fomc five miles from James 
Town, to learn to make clapboard, cut down trees, and lie in woods. Amon^ft thb reft 
he had chofen Gabriel Beadle, and John RulTcll, the only two gallants of this laft fap- 
ply, and both proper gentlemen. Strange were thefc pleafurcs to their conditions ; yet 
lodging, eating, and drinking, working or playing, they but doing as tlie prefident did 
himfelf. All thefe things were carried fo pleafanily as within* a week they became 
niaftcrs ; making it thdr delight to hear the trees thunder as they fell; but the axes 
fo oft bliftered their tender fingers, that many times every third blow h.id a loud oath 
to drown the echo ; for remedy of which fin, the prefident devifed how to have every 
mau*8 oath numbered, and at night for every oath to have a can of water poured down 
bk fleeve, with which every offender wasfo waihed, (himfelf and all^ that amaalhould 
icarce hear an oath in a week. 

For he who fenras, and makei but jcAs of ciirnngi, and his oath, 

He doth contimn, not man but God, nor Gud, nor man, but both. 

By this, let no man think that the prefident and thefe gentlemen fpent their times as 
common wood-haggers at felling of trees, or fuch other like labours, or that they were 
preffed to as hirelings, or common Haves ; for what they did, after they were but once a 
wlc inured, it feemed and fome conceited it only as a pleafurc and recreation, yet thirty 
or forty of fuch voluntary gentlemen would do more in a day then one hundred of the 
reft that muft be preft to it by compulfion, but twenty good workmen had been better 
them ail. 

, Mr. Scrivener,’ Captain Waldo, and Captain Winne at the fort, every one in like 
manner carefully regarded their charge. The prefident returning from amongft the 
woods, feeing the time confumed and no provifion gotten, (and the fhip lay idle at a 
great charge and did nothing,) prcfently embarked himfelf in the difeovery barge, 
giving order to council to fend Lieutenant Percte after him with the next barge that 
arriv^ at the fort ; two barges he had himfelf and eighteen men, but arriving at 
Chickahamania, that dogged nation was too well acquainted with our v;ants, refufing 
to trade with as much fcorn and infolency as they could expreik The prefident per- 
ceiving it was Powhatan’s policy to fttrve us, told them he came not fo much for their 
com, as to revenge his imprifonment, and the death of his men murdered by them, and 
fo landing his men, and ready to charge them, they immediately Bed : and prefently 
after fent their amteffadors with com, fifh, fowl, and what they had to make their 
peace, (their com bemg that year but bad) they complained extremely of thdlr own 
wants, yet ft*dghted our boats with an hundred bufiiels of com, and in like manner ^ 
Lktttenant Percie that not long aftelr arrived, and having done the*beft they could to 
eontenf us, we parted good friends^ and returned w Jamea Town. 




no^g tfaa?. (Vising) 

’ Pjj B^^iiifc il^ld ^ovisTo tnuchiifKire e^e£iual than theirs. Sc^ projem th^ 
^^V^tea by Newport a;nd Railj^e,^ot ont^ to have depofed him, but to have 'kept hrax 
bbt of t^e fort ; for that bdpg pre&dent, he would leave his place and the fort without 
Aeir confent. but their boras were fo much too fhortto effed it, as they themfelres 
more narrowly efca pg^ a greater mifchief. 

' ..All this time oui^d tavern made as much of all them that had «ther money or 
ware as could be deiired : by this time they were become fo perfed on all fides (I 
the foldiers, faiIor|, and lavages) as there was ten times more care to maintain 
their^damnable and private .trade , than to provide for the colony things that were 
neceliary. Neither was it a fmall policy in Newport and the marinere to report in 
England wei^d fuch plenty, and bring bs fo many men without viduals, when tiiey 
bad fo many private fadors in the fort, that within fix or feven weeks, of two or 'three- 
hundred axes, chilfels, hoes, and pick-axes, fcarce twenty could be found : wd for 
pike-heads, Ihot, powder, or any thing they could (teal from their fellows, was vendible; 
they knew as well (and as fecretly) how to convey them to trade with the favages for 
fur, balkets, MulTaneeks, young bead;, or fuch like commodides, as exchange them 
with the failors for butter, cheefe, beef, pork, aqua vitae, beer, bifcuit; oa^iiieal, and . 
oil: and then feign a7l was fent them from their friends. And though ' Virginia 
afforded no furs for the ftorc, yet one mafter in one voyage hath got fo many by this 
indirqd tneans, as he confeffed to have fold in England for 30 I. 

Thofe are the faint-feeming worthies of Virginia, that have notwithftanding all this 
meat, drink, and wages ; but now they begin to grow weary, their trade being both 
perceived and prevented; none hath been in Virginia that hath obferved any thing, 
which knows not this to be true, and yet the lofs, the fcora, the mifery, imd lhame, 
was the poor officers, gentlen\en, and carelefs governors, who were all thus bought and 
fold ; the adventurers cozened, and the aaion overthrown by their ialfe excufes, 
informations, and diredions. By this let all men judge, how this bulinefs could 
profper, being thus abufed by fuch pilfering occaflons. And had not Captain Newport 
cried pccavi, the prefident would have difeharged the ffiip, and caufed him to have 
Raid one year in Virginia, to learn to fpeak of his own experience.’ 

Mr. Scrivener was fent with the barges and pinnace to Wcrowocomoco, where he 
found the favages more ready to fight than trade ; but his vigihujpy was fuch as y>ra- 
yented their projects, and by the means of Namontack got three or four hogffieads-of 
com, and as much pocones, which is a red root, which then was efteemed an excellrat 
dye. - 

> Captain Newport being difpatched, vrith the trials of pitch, tar, glafs, fmnkincenfe^ 
foap*alhe 8 , with that clapboard and wainfeot that could be provided, met with Mr. 
Scrivener at Point Comfort, and lb returned for England. We remaining were abbut 
two hundred. 



, iv^^.Rwht-Honorable, &c. ... 

^ “I reem^ your ktter, wherein you writej that our min&^e fo upon fo^on and 
idleconGeits in diridiog the country,, withq^; your cmj^ent^ a^ that you but 

wkh'ifoaod ands, hejM^ and ikw ptopfo if we,woiid4 the my 4 ^ 
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bu0nefs to ourfdrea; and that we mu^ expirelaly follMK your 
Cs^tkin Newport Gnarge of whofe vo^ge amou^ to near tiro , nowdir 
the which, if we joniinot defray by the fhip*s return, vro; aiiie like to ridnoain^^ V ^iji^Uhe^ 
men. To thefe j^iculars 1 humbly intreat your paf^Qon, if 1 ofiend you with my rude 
anfwer. , 

“ For bur faftions, unlefs you would have me run away and leave the country, 1 
cannot prevent them : becaufe I do make many flay that woul^ jelfe fly any weather. 
For the idle letter fent to my Lord of Saliibury, by the prefided^and his confederates, 
for dividing the country, &c. what it was I know not, for you law no hand of mine 
to it ; nor ever dreamed I of any fuch matter. That we feed you with hopes, 
though I be no fcholar, I am pad a fchooUboy •, and I deflre but to ^ow vwhat 
dther you, and thefe here do know, but that 1 have learned to tell you by the continual 
hazard of my life. I have not concealed from you any thing I know ; bii| I fear fobae 
caufe you to believe much more than is true. 

** Exprefsly to follow your diretiions by Captain Newport, though they be performed’, 

I was direftly againd it ; but according to our commimon, I was content to be over- 
ruled by the major part of the council, 1 fear to the hazard of us all, which now is 
generally confeffed when it is too hate. Only Captain Winne and Captain Waldo 
I have fwom of the council, and crowned Powhatan, according to your indruftions. , 

“ Forthecharge of this voyage of two or three thoufand pounds, we have not received 
the value of an hundred pounds. And for the quartered boat to be borne by the 
. foldlers over the hills, Newport had one hundred and twenty of the bed men hcrould 
chiile. If he had burnt her to alhes, one might have carried her in a bag, but as Ihe 
is, five hundred cannot, to a navigable place above the falls. And for him at that time 
to find in the South Sea, a mine of gold ; or any of them fent by Sir Walter Raleigh : 
at our Confultation 1 told them was as likely as the.red. But during this great difeo- 
very of thirty miles, (which might as well have been done by one man, and much 
more, for the value of a pound of copper at a feafonable time,} they had the pinnace 
and all the boats with them, but one that remained with me to ferve the fort. In their 
abfence I followed the new begun works of pitch and tar, glafs, foap*a(lies, and clap- 
board, whereof feme fmall quantities we have fent you. But if you rightly confider 
what an infinite toil it is in Ruflia and Sweden, where the woods are proper for nothing 
elfe, and though there be the help both of man and bead in thofe ancient common- 
weiiths, which ma^ an hundred years have ufed it, yet thoufands of thofe poor people 
can fcarce get neceilarics to live, but from hand to mouth. And though your factors 
there can buy as much in a week as will freight you a Ihip, or as much as you pleafe, you 
mud not exped; from us any fuch matter, which are but a many of ignorant miferable 
touls, that are fcarce able to get wherewith to live, and defend ourfelves againd the 
incondant favages : finding but here and there a tree fit for the purpofe, and want all things 
elfe that the Ruflians have. For the coronation of Powhatan, by whofe advice you 
fent him fuch prefents, I know not ; but this give me leave to tell you, I fear they will 
be the confufion of us all ere we hear from you again. At your Ihip’s arrival, the 
favages harved was newly gathered, and we going to buy it, our own not bang half 
fulHcientfor fo great a'number. As for the two fliips loading of corp, Newport pro- 
mifed to provide us from Powhatan, he brought us but fourteen bufhels ; and from 
the Monacans nothing, but the mod of the men Tick and near familhed. From your 
fb^ yre had not provifion in viddak worth twenty pounds, and we are more than two 
hundred to live upon this ; the one h^tjT fick, the other little better.:^ For the fatlors 
(I csnfds} they drily make goodche^ but our diet is a little meal and watery ^pot 

’9 fuflideni 
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l%o^h ih^ be filh in the ieA> fowls in the ur/ liiesifiMUn 
WQ^Ii^l thdi^ bt>ilnd6 ire lo wild, and we fp weakand ignorant, ^ We 

i^t'^'mu|;h trouble them. Cai^h^ Newport we much fufpe£l: to be the author of thp& 
bfvehdons; NoW that yoa fhbuld ^6w 1 have made you as great a difcovery as he, 
|br lefs thargethan he fpentkth^ou every meal, I have fent you this map of the l;ay 
and rivers, with, ah annexed relauon of the countries and nations that inhabit the^i,^;|s 
you may fee at large^'i; Alfo two barrels of ftones, and fuch as 1 take to be good iron 
ore at tnei leaft ; fo mvided, as by their notes you may fee in what places I found them. 
The foldiers &y, many of your officers maintain their families out of that you fend us ; 

that Nev^rt hath an hundred pounds a year for carrying news. For every mailer 
you have yet fent can find the ‘way as well as he, fo that an hundred pounds might be 
fptyred, which is more than we have all, that help to pay him wages. Captain Ratliff 
is now called Sicklemore, a poor counterfeited iinpollure. I have fent you him home, 
left the company lliould cut his throat. What he is, now every one can tell you : if 
he and Archer return again, they are fufficient to keep us always in factions. When 
you fend again I entreat you rather fend but thirty carpenters, huibandmen, gardeners, 
hfhermen, blackfmfths, mafons, and diggers up of trees, roots, well provided, than 
a thoufand of fuch as we have : for except we be able both to lodge them, and feed 
them, the moll will confume with want of necelTaries before they can be made good 
for any thing. ITius if you pleafe to conlider this account, and of the unneceffary 
wages to Captain Newport, or his flitp’s fo long lingering and ilaying here (for notwith- 
(landing his boaffing to leave us viduals for twelve months, though w'e had eighty^ine 
by this difcovery lame and tick, and but a pint of com a day fora man, we were con- 
drained to give him three hogiheads of that to vidlual him homevmrd) or yet to fend 
into Germany or Poland for glafs men and the red, till we be able to fudain ourfelves, 
and relieve tnem when they come. It were better to give five hundred pound a ton for 
thofe grofs commodities in Denmark, than fend for them hithw, till more neccffaiy 
things be provided. For in over-toiling our weak and unikilful bodies, to fatisfy this 
defire of prefent profit, we can fcarceever recover ourfelves from one fupply to ano- 
ther : and I humbly entreat you hereafter, let us know what we (hould receive, and 
not dand to the failors courtefy to leave us what they pleafe, elle you may charge us 
with what you will, but we not you with any thing. Thefe are the caufes that have 
kept us in Virginia, from laying fuch a foundation, that ere this might have given much 
better content and fatisfadlion ; but as yet you mud not look for any profitame returns : 
fo I humbly red. * 


The names of thofe in this fupply were thefe ; with their proceedings and accu 
dents : 


SpSwiTwSdo, I*™ appointed to be of the council. 
Mr. Francis Wed, brother to the Lord La Warre. 


Thomas Graves, "J William Sambage, 

Raleigh Chrofhaw, Henry Leigh, 

Gabriel Bradle, Henry Philpot, 

John Bbtdle, >Gent. Hannon Harrifon, 

John Ruflell, Daniel Tucker, 

Williahi Ruffell, Cpljihs, 

Jbhh Ciidl'rinjgton, J Hugh Wbliipdon, 




vmOIKIA. 


to 


John Hoult, 
Thomas Norton^ 
George Yaiington, 
George Burton, 
Ttfomas AU)ay, 
William Dowman, 
Thomas Maxes, 
Michael Lowick, 
Mr. Hunt, 

Thomas Forreft, 
John Dauxe, 




^Gent. 


I'homas Phelps, 
John Prat, 

John Clarke, 
Je&rey Sliortridge, 
Dionis Oconor, 
Hugh Wynne, 
David ap Hugh, 
Thomas Bradley, 
John Burras, 


>Tradermen. 


Thomas Lavander, 

Hei^ Bell, 

Mr. Powell, 

David A, 
lliomas Gibfon, 

Thomas Dawf^ 
Thomas Mallard, 
William Taylor, 
Thomas Fox, 
Nicholas Hancock, 
Walker, 

Williams, 

Floud, 

Morley, 

Rofe, . 

Scut, 

Ilardwyn, 

Millman, 

Hilliard, 


Mrs. Forreit, and Anne Burras her maid $ eight Dutchmen and 
others, to the number of feventy perfons, &c. 





p Labourers, 


Boys. 

Poles, with* feme 


Thcfe poor conclufions fo affrighted us all with famine, that the prefident provided 
for Naufamund, and took with him t'aj>tain Wynne, and Mr. Scrivener, then return* 
ing from Captain Newport. Thefo people alfo long denidd him not only the four hun- 
dred bafkets of corn they promifed, but any trade at all ; (excufing thcmfelvcs they 
had fpent moft they had, and were commanded by Powhatan to keep that they had, 
and not to let us come into thtir livcr) till we were conllraincd to begin with them per- 
force. Upon the dilcharging of our muikets they all fled and fhot not an arrow j the 
firft houfe we came to we h t on fire, which when they perceived, they defirod vfe 
w^ld make no more fpoil, and they would give us half they had : how they colle£lcd 
it I know not, but before night they loaded our three boats ; and fo we returned to 
our quarter fome four miles dttwn f.’te river, which was only the open woods under the 
lay of a hill, where all the ground was covered with fnow, and hard frozen ; the 
fnow we digged away and made a great fire in the place j when the ground was well 
dried, we turned away the fire ; and covering the place with a mat, there we lay very 
warm. To kci p us from the wind wc made a fhade of another mat ; as the wind 
t\irued we tui ned our flude, and when the ground grew cold we removed the fire. 
And thus many a cold winter night have we lain in this miferable manner, yet thofe 
that moll commonly went ujjon all thofe occafions, were always in healili, lufty, and 
fat. For fparing them tliis year, the next year they promifed to plant purpoiciy for 
us ; and fo we returned to James Town. About this time there was a marriage 
betwixt JohnLaydonand Anne Burras} which was ihefirfl marriage we bad in Virginia, 
Lqog he flaid not, but fitting himfelf and Captain Waldo with two bagjes. From 
Cbawppoweanock, and all parts thereabouts, all the people were filed, as being jealous 
of opr intents, till wedifeovered the ii|gr and people ofApamatuck; where we round not 
much, that tliey had w'e equally divided, but gave them copperj and fuch tilings as con* 

tentcif 
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tetttci JilMKi fiB* tBBttftdiMtipfU Mr. Scrivener and Lieutenant Perde went aUb abrbad, 
bat«Mild6iid.iiotiaD|. ' 

^^H^fident fiwbg the procIMtdlnai^ of time* was no courfe to live, refolved, with 
waMOf (whom he kflm/ to before in time of need) to furprife Powhuan, and 
all hh pro^Ukto, but the utt|||lti&gi^s of Captain Winne and Mr. Scrivener, for 
fyme private r^fped, plotUid hi England to ruin Captain Smith, did thdr bed to hinder 
the projed ; but the president, whom no perfualions could perfuade to (larve, being itW 
vitea by Powhatan to cdilne unto him ; and if he would ij^nd him but men to build him 
a houfe, give him a grinddone, fifty fwords, fome pieces, a cock and a hen, with much 
comer and beads, he would load his Hup with com. The prefident, not ignorant of 
his devifes and'fubtilty, yet unwilling to negled any opportunity, prefently fent three 
Dutchmen and two Englifh, having m fmall allowance, few were able to do any thing 
to pui^fe ; knowing there needed no better a cadle to effeS: this projcA, took ordfer 
with Captain Waldo to fccond him, if need required ; Scrivener he left his fubditute, 
and fet forth with the pinnace, two barges, and forty-fix men, which only were fuch as 
^ voluntarily offered themfeives for his journey, the which, by reafou of Mr. Scrivener’^ 
ill fuccefs, cenfuied very defperate, they all knowing Smith would not return 
empty, if it were to be had ; howfoever, it caufed many of thofe that he had ap» 
pointed, to find excufes to day behind. 


CHAP. Will.— Captain Smith* s fourneyte Pamattnkee. 

THIT a9th of December he fet forward for Werowrocomoco ; his companions wem 
thefe : 


'in the Difeovery barge himfelf. 
Robert Behethland ) 
Nathaniel Graves 
John Ruffell 
Ralegh Chrafhow 
Michael Sicklemore 
Richard Worley j 



Anas Todkill 
William Love 
William Bentley 
Jeffery Shortridge 
Edward Fifing 
WilUam Ward 


1 

[ Soldiers. 


In the pinnace. 

Lieut. Percy, brother to the EarlofNordiumberland. 
Mr. Francis Wed, brother to the Lord La Warre. 
William Pbittiplace, Captain of the pinnace. 
Michael Pbittiplace 1 
Jeffery Abbott, ferieant I „ . 

William Tankard 


Geoige Tarington 


James Browne 
Edward Brinton 
Geoige Burton 
Thomas Coe 
John Dods 
Henry Powell 
Jonas Profit, mafter. 


, Soldiers. 


Robert Ford, clerk of the council. 


Thomas Oiblpn, David Ellis, Nathaniel Peacock, faflors ; John Prat, George Acrig, 
James Rea^ Nicholas Hancock, James Watkins, Thomas Lambert, four Dutchmen, 
and IBcharil Salvage, were fent by land before, to build the houfe for Powhatan againft 
our arthral. 

This compaify being ridualled but for three or four days, lodged the firft night at 
Warnikoytdk;, where the w^ident tMk fufEcieot provifion. tnis kind King ^d h» bed 
to divert him from feeiitg nrwhatan ; but percdViniQfKhe could not prevaO,be advifed in 
* toL. zin. M this 



Ss . «Mi^8 yifDa^^A. 

bnlv tbs^tit 


only m«tit 

Hi^try bis lowi'lfaipiKsd guides toChawwMloek, 
Jd^biad b^iin mend. To {torfima ^ jOio^ 


pirefident afluring the pe||>eeual, 
t^. learn the language. 


wmss^mmm 

jreffi^.hpw tb 


So this Kifig’s deeds by fscied oath adjiir’ds 
More wary prpyest and circumfpedl by odds ; 
Fearing at leaftliis dtinble forfeiture* 

To offend his friends, and fiii againft his gods. 


ThP night bemg lodged at Kecoughttm ; fix or feven days the extreme awd, 
fro^ and fnow, caufed us to keep CbriftmaS among the favages^ where we were 
j^gver moremenyy nor fed (m more plenty of good oyi(lers,fifh,f]e{h, wiId>fo\rl, and good 
jbread ; nor ever had better fires in England* than in the dry fmoaky houfes of Ke!> 
coughtan ; but departing thence, when we found no- houfes, we were not curious in 
any weather to lie three or four nights together under the trees by a fire, as formerly is 
feicL An hundred and forty«eight fowls the prefident, Anthony Bagnall, and Seijeant 
PUing'did Irill at three fhots. At Kifkiack, the froft and contrary winds forced us three 
or. four days alfo (to fupprefe the infolence of thofe proud favages) to quarter in their 
hoUf(&, yet guard our barge, and caufe them to give us what we wanted ; though we 
were but twe^e and himfelf, yet we never wanted flicker where we found any houfes. 
Ths laihrof January we arrived at Werowpcumoco, where the river was frozen nearly 
h j a^ -aj mile from the fliore ; but to negled no time, the prefident with his barge lo W 
had apprdached by breaking the ice, as the ebb left him aihongil thofe oozy Ihoals, yet 
ther than to lie there frozen to death, by his own example he taught them to march 
near middle deep, a flight fliot through this muddy frozen ooze. When the 'ba»e 
floated, he appointed two or three, to return her on board the pinnace. "Where ^ 
want of water in meldng the ice, they made frefli water, for the river there was fait. 
But in this march Mr. Ruffell, (whom none could perfuade to ftay behind) being fome- 
8fhat ill, and exceeding heavy, fo overtoiled himfelf, as the reft had much ado (ere he 
got ^ore) to regain life into his dead benumbed fpirits. Quartering in the next . 
houfes we found, we feat to Powhatan for provifion, who fent us plenty of bread, tiaiv 
kfes, and venifon ; the next day, having feafted us titer his ordinary manner, he beg an 
'*tp us when we would be gone, feigning, he fent not for us, neither had he any qirhe 
and his people much lefe ; yet, for forty fwords . he would procure us forty bafk^s. 
ThtSKprefident fliewlng him the men there prefent that brought him the meflage and 
conditions, afked Powhatan how it chanced he became fo forgetful } thereat the king 
concluded tke matter with a merry laughter^ afleing for our commodities, but noiie he 
liki^ vrithout guns and fwords, valuing a b^et of c^ more precious than ^ Jbi^t 
of copper, faying he^ould rate his corn, but not the copper. ,■ 

Captain Smith feeuig the intent of this fobde 'favagei, began to di^ WlA 
i^is maimer : Powfiatan, though I had tn^y icourfes to have niade my 
bj^ying your proiSufes to fuppy my wants,; IniegleaiiBd* all to fataly 
t^il#y mj loy^ y fent you my . for your • tmildipg^ my own. , 

had;y^'%ye’ engepnedtj^ferina^g .them': otfr5'tzii^ ndls ' 

■ 
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%p/y^fjp||^ -ftoa) ov mM^^yoy^ i |i%^> 

saixept yoii coaftnun mel'i^^ 

g ti4y|^ Menedio that both he and 

Ajia^yc^^i^^hiiM^^hat ihould receiv& 

^ ‘Yet CaiiitluiSmrtn, ^ith the Kfflg,) w 1 h^e of youi:j!^ii^ hither, that 

makes me not fo kindly to relieve you as I would : for nuu^y inform me, ]^ar 

eoming hither js not fhr trade, but to invade idj people, and ^defs my country, Who 
dare not come to bring you com, fering you thus armed With your men. To free ua of 
this leave aboard your weapons, for here they are needlels, we bring all friendsy 
and &r ever Powhatans.” 


With many fuch difeourfes they fpent the day, quartering that night in the King’s 
hbufes. .. The next day he renewed his buying, which he Tittle intended Oiould pro- 
• c^. For the Dutchmen finding, his’ plmty, and knowing odr want, and perceiving 
his pieparations to fufprife us, little tlnnlong we could efcape both him and' &thine, 
(to' obtain his favour) revealed to him fo much as they knew of our eftates tuid pmjeris, 
and how to prevmt them. One of them bring of fo great a fpirit, judgemritt, 'and 
refolution, and a hireling that was certain oQiis wages for his labour, and ever well 
ufed, both he and his countrymen, that the prefidriit knew not whom better to ttUib;' 
and ;nps knowing any .fitter for that employment, had fent him as a fpy to difeo^ 
PoUrhatan’s intent, then little doubting his honefty, nor could ever be certain iW'hW 
.villany till near half a year after, 

'Whilft we expe£ted the coming in of the country, we wrangled out of the^King 
quakeis of com for a copper kettle, the which the prefident percriving him miicli' to 
affe^, valued it at a much greater rate; but in regard of his fcarcity he would nccepc 
it, ptovided we fhould have as much more the next year, or elfe the country of 
Mpiiacan. Wherewith each feemed well contented, and Powliatan b^an to eaqmfhilate 
this dii^rence of peace and war after this manner. 

** Captain Smith, you may underftand that 1 having feen the death of all my pbbple 
thrice, and not any one living of thofe three generations but myfelf ; I know the d^ 
fermce of peace and war better than any in my country. But now 1 am old and ere 
l<^g muft die, luy brmhren, namely Opitchapam, Opechancanough, and KekataUghi 
nfy tyro fillers, and their two dai^mem, are diftindlly each others fucceflbrs* I wiA 
th.^ experience no lefs than mine, and your love to them no lefs than mine to you. 
But this bruit from Kandfamund# that you .arecometo deftroy my country, fo much 
aff^^eth all my people as they dare not vifit you. What will it avail you to take 
that by force you may quickly have by love, or to dellroy them that provide you food? 

am you get by war; when we can hide, our provifions and tiy to the woo4s ? 
whbreb>y. you mull ftimiih by wremging us, your ftiends. And. why are you thus jetdqiib 
of pp lbyes*. feeing us thus tanarmed, and both dp, and are willing Hill to y<^ 
vrith'i!h|tyou cannot get but by our labours? llunk yon I fo fimple npt to'H^owItf^ 
hettof6^|atjge^d m lie well, andifleep qujedy with my women and ri^reti^ Jau^ 
ajrf W^ c(^per,:batche^br what I want, brinigybiiir ftiend.fl^ 

al|» tpje cold',in':;the; vlpdb^Teed-,ta|^ 'acot^^'Tqpt4'';:9nti;#ch 

iwwin^ whtfher : ahd fl lus virHh mpirable rdu'end my tnifeiable file, leaving 

- M2 my 
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anii'lwpi^s as to invade yoorifoes.*' 

. ;;,^o^thisfubife difcou^fe, the 
- ^ Seeing you will righ^y Ponceive oif p^r words, yte to ihialcP yQti 

jj^ughts by our deeds j the vow I made you pf iny tpve,'l>6th my^ and UleU 

‘ £ept. As for your promifei j^d it every day violai^ by fomie of youriu^e^ : yet 
we finding your love ‘and kiUdUefs, ocur cuftoih is ib far from bdUg nngratefal» 4 tnat 
for your rake only, we have curbed our thirfting defire of reveUge j eue had fliey 
iwown as well the cruelties we ufe to our enemies, as our true love and courtefy to our 
friends. And I think your judgement fidScient to conceive, as well by the advdhtnrea 
ype Imve underu^ken, as by the advantage we have (by our arms) of yours, that hadi 
we intended you any hurt| long ere this we could have efiefted it. Your people com*- 
,ing to jfames Town are entertained with their bows and arrows without any excep-. 
tions j we efteeming it with you as it is with us, to wear our ^rms as our apparel. As 
fpr the danger of our enemies, in fuch. wars confift our chiefeft pleaTure : for your 
ricbes we have no ufe: as for the hiding your provifions, , or by your dying to the 
woods, we firall not fo unadvifedly ftarve as you conclude ; your friendly care in that 
behalf is needlefs, for we have a rule tdhfind beyond your knowledge.*^ 

Many other djfcourfes they had, till at laff they began to trade. But the Kieg feeing 
his will would not be admitted as a law, our guard difperfed, nor our men dirarmed, 
he fighing breathed his mind once more in this manner. 

“ Captain Smith, I never ufe any Werowance fo kindly as yourfelf, yet from you I 
x^dve the lead kindnefs of any. Captain Newport gave me fwords, copper, clothes, 
a bed, towels, or what I defired ; ever taking what I offered him, and would fend 
auray his guns when I intreated him: none doth deny to lie at my feet, or refufe to do 
what 1 defire, but only you ; of whom 1 can have nothing but what you regard not, 
and yet you will have whatfocver you demand. Captain Newport you call father, and 
ib you call me ; bflt I fee for all us both you will do what you lift, and we mull both 
feeja to content you. But if you intend fo friendly as you fay, fend hence your arms, 
it 1 may believe you ; for you fee the love I bear you, doth caufe me thus nakedly to 
[et myfelf.** . 

mith feeing this lavage but trifle the time to cUt his throat, procured the favages to 
t^eak the ice that his boat might come to fetch his corn and him : and gave order for 
piore men to come on fliore, to furprife the King, ifith whom alfo he but trifled the 
ttoefill his men were landed : and to keep him &om fufptcion,. entertained the time 
wkfajihis reply: 

*^Powhatan you mult know, as I have but one God, 1 honour but one King; nnd £ 
livejiot here as your fubjefl, but as your friend to pleafiire you with what I can. By 
ihegifts.you beffow on me, you gain more than by trade : yet would you vifitme asL 
do you, you Ibbuld know it is not our cullom to fell our courtefy as a vendible com> 
modi^. Bring all your ebunpy with you for your gtrard, 1 not dilUke it Ss being 
byer jealous. But to cmiteiit jiou, to>mp]voiw I willi^ve niy asrins,. and trull to yoor- 

I call you father bdi^ji^ and as Wither I trill 16ve :ypui:* but 

careybu havebf foeb a cflnd cauf^ miy meii tb peritrade me to look to myl^.** 


% 


tiipei 

ig^trith his luggage,, wbi 


iv^iepgfe'Cnis mob/wnre fei^y a 

and. coiidrbii^ lira. aVbSd fiffpidoni;/ ' 





ope oyer and thi reft 

hdif, only ajcompanied* 

the com du ^rd. . they percayed him & well efc^^, 

jnii^ (tor he ^jpo more ii^th hiib on ihore) y to uttermoft of 
irap dm^ble. the matter: and Powhatan to excufehis 
dij^^i^d the' fudiJ^^ coming of this multitude, fent omr Captain a gi^t bracelet and 
chi^ of pear], by w andeht orator thatber{k}ke us to this pu^^e, pen^ving 

whenilM 
ioom 


from ftealing, that might happen without your knowledge : now thougb^lbme be hurt 
by your mifprifion, yet Powhatan is your fnSiid arid fo will for evar continue. Now 
. fince the ice is open, he would have you fend .awaiy your corn, and if you would have 
his company, fend away alfo your guns, which fo affHghteth his people, that they ^e 
not come to you as be promif^ they (bould.** 

Then having provided baikets for our men to carry our com to theT>oats, they 
kindly offered their fdl'vice to guard our arms that none Ihould Heal them. A great 
many they were of goodly well proportioned fellows, as grim as devils j yet the very 
fight of , cocking our matches and being to la iiy, a few words carifed them to: leave 
their bows and arrows to our guard, and bear down our com on their bacl^^ we 
needed not importune them to make difpatch. ftut our barges being left on th^bofe 


by the ebb, caufed us ftay till the next high wafer, fo th 
old quarter. Powhatan and his Dutchmen burfiing. with 
Captain Smith, for if they jould but kill him they thought 

'he Indians with 


fo that w^ returned again to our 


defire to have the head of 
all was theirs, ncgleifled 

not any opportunity to effc£k'his purpofe. I'he Indians with all the merry fppfts they 
could devife, fpent the time till night, then they all returned fo Powhatan, who aH this 
time was making ready his fqrces to furprife the houfe and him at fupper,. nqtwith- 
ftsmding the eternal all-feeing God did prevent him, and by a ftrange meaEtis; for 
Pocahontas, his deareft jewel and daughter, in that dark nigm riame through the irk- 
fbme woods, and told our captain great cheer fliould be fent us by-andiby, ' but 
Powhatan and all the power he could make, would after come kill us all, if they that 
. brought it. could not kill us with ,our own weapons when we were at fupper. .There- 
fore if we would live file wifhed us prefently to be gone. Such things ^ ihe delighted 
in h^ would have given her, but with the tears rimning down her cheeks, file faid fhe 
rdurflqot be feen to have anjf, forif Powhatan fbould know it ibe were but deaj, 
and fo (he ran away by herfelf as Ihc came. Within lefs then an hour came eight or 
luity fellows with great platters of venifon and other vi£tuals, very importunate to 
, have us put out our matchtis (whofe fmokeiriade them fick) and fit down to pur 
yj^oiils. But the captain made them taile every diih, which done, he fent forii| of 
them back to Powhatan, to bid him make hafte*, for he was prepared for -his 
; ai^,|orthp^ camp . to betray bun at his fupper, * but he ylr^ 

^^.taod 'all their other intended villaid<^ lo that they riiight be Na^ lpng 

r.paipe iqore mefferigers tp fee what rit^i^ not long after them oth^. Ulus' we 
,t ^e-^ght a? .vigilantly as tb^ till it high, water, yet feemed to the faVti|es as 
uv^’sihd that wvj;, were'i^.dehrdrisip as he 




as 


,we did leaw ftjm Edvvanl^Bi7n^^ fo^V kn^ thie /Bate to 






CHAP.. IX. ~ How toe efcapcd fwfrifing at Paktaunk 

WE bad no fooner fet Isdl but Powhatan returned, and fent A 
<(two ftout Dutchmen) to James Town, who feigning to Captain Wii 
were well, and that Captain Smith had ufe of their arms, wher^fc 
new (the which were given them) they told him thdr coming was 
dinary tools and ihift of apparel, by which colourable excufe they obtained lix or 
feven more to their confederacy, fuch expert thieves, that prefently furniflicd them 
with a great many fwords, pike-heads, pieces, fhot, powder, and fuch like, favages 
they had at hand to carry it away, and the next day they returned unfufpeded, 
leaving their confederates to follow, and in the interim to convey* them fuch thin^ as 
they couldi for which fervice they Ihould live with Powhatan, as his chief afieaed, 
free from thofe mifenes that woula happen to the colony. Samuel, thdr other confort, 
Powhatan kept for their pledge, whole diligence had provided them three hundred of 
their kiivl of hatchets, the reft ilfty fwords, eight pieces, and eight pikes. Brynton 
and Bichard Salvage feeing the Dutchmen io diligent to accommodate the Imges 
with weapons, attempted to have gotten to James Town, but they were apprehended, 
and expeded ever wnan to be put to death. 

Within two or three days we arrived at Pamaunkec, the king as many days enter* 
tained us with feafting and much mirth. And the day appointed to bedn our trade, 
the prefident, Lieutenant Percie, Mr. Weft, Mr. Rufiell, Mr. Bchethland, Mr. Craftiaw, 
Mr, Powell, Mr. Ford, and fome others to the number of fifteen, went up to Opechan* 
canough's houfc a quarter of a mile from the river, where wc found nothing but a 
lame tellow and a boy, and all the houfes round about of all things abandoned. Not 
long we ftayed cre the king arrived, and after him came divers of his people loadcn 
with bows and arrodrs, but fuch pinching commodities, and thofe efteemed at fuch a 
valut, as our captain began with the king after this manner : 

^Opechancanough, the great love you profefs with your tongue feems mere deedt 
by your adions. Laft year you Idndly freighted our ftiip, but now you have invited 
xnc to ftarve with hunger, you know my want, and I your plenty, of which by fome 
means 1 muft have part, remember it is fit for kings to keep thdr promife. Here arc 
ifty commodities, whereof take your choice, the reft 1 will proportion fit bargains for 
your people.* 

The King feemed kindly to accept his offer, and the better to colour his projed;, 
fold us what they had to our own content, promifing the next day more company, 
better provided. The barges and pinnace being committed to the charge of 
Mr. Ph^place, the psefident, with his old fifteen, marched up to the King’s houie, 
where we found four or five men newly arrived, each with a great baiket. Not long 
after came the Ring, who with a ftrained Oheerfulnefs hdd us with difeourfe wh^ 
pahis he had taken to keep his promife } tUl Infr. Rvflell brought us in news that we 
were all betrayed, for at leal): feven hundred lavages wdl armed had environed t))Me 
houfe sn^d befet the fields. The conjeduring^vdiat Ruffd related, we could 
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no laore.t 


Cfieaui^ It^ mm dare do but iiklii 

4s- mj tbstt if I them our inalK^oas council ua& (heir o|pf^> 

i minKMUfi unli ijmaiJEe nie iiich la peafce-breaker , :;(in th|^ opla^ps in England) 
• 1 ;^ hi^ my‘ malm i^m«^ts and me 

an oppreffor. But this . is - word of all, whei^ rpiny ym ndth 

opjpamiut*/ ShM and (urprife the Kmj^rW 

aSd dtcfeod nrdl oUifaly;^ if we fimnld each our man and & proceed with all, m . 

tht hmd0, t^e all fly, th^ ihall we get nomore the bodies that are 4^ 

aad fl> dsuiff for vitals. As for thdr fury it^ the iea(^ danger, fpr welt you knowr 
beb^ alone aflatilted with two or thr^ hundred of them, f them by . the help 
Gp^ compound to lave my life. And wp are lixtem, and they but ihyen hundred 
the ihoft ; and afliire younelves, God vnil fo affid ns that if you dam ftandi; Imt 
di(cluui% your pieces} the very flnoke wUl be fuflicient to. affright them. iTet,h0w» 
foever,let us^ght like meri and not ^ like ihe^, for by that means you Imow God' 
hath often delivered me^ mid fo' I trull will now. But firll I will deal witn them to* 
bring it to pafs we may fight for fomething, and draw them to* it by condition^: . If . 
you like this motion pirimife me you . will be vaUant.** 

Th^dme not permittingmy argument, aU vowed to execute whatfoever he atteh^^‘ 
or die: whereupon the c^ain in, plain terms told the King this: .. v 

" I fee Opechancanough your plot to murder me, but J feai^ it not. As yet your 
men and mine have done no harm but by our direfkion.. . Take' therefore your arms,- 
you fee mine, my body lhall be as luikw as yours, the iflein your riyoris a fit place 
if you be contented, and the conqueror pf us. two fliall be lord. and mailer ovmr all' 
our men. If you have not enough take time to fetch more and bring what numbed 
you will,, fo every one bring .a balket of corn, againft all which I will flake the yalpo 
in copper, you fee I have hut fifteen, and our game lha|l be, the conqueror ti^ s|h - 
The King being guarded with forty or fifty of his chief menj ieempd kindly tgr 
appeafe Smith’s fufpicioh of unkindnefs, by a great prefeut at the door, they entrqat^ 
him to receive } this was to draw him out of the door, where the bait, was guarded with 
at Jeaft two^hundred men, and thirty lying under a gr^t tree (thgt lay. thwart;>as»a- 
barricado) each his arro w knocktretdy to Ihoot, The prefident commanded one to go fco 
what kind of deceit this W^, and to receive the prefent, but be refuled to do. h, yet 
the gentlemen and all the rell were importunate to go, but he w;ould not permit .tbeso, , 
being vc^ed at that coward: and commanded Lieutenant Perpie, Mr. Well, and $lm:; 
rell to make good the houfe, Mr. Powell and Mr. Beliethland he commanded tp.>; 
gitard the door, and in fuch a rage fiiatched the King by his Jong lock in the.}mdft :pf 
hia men, with his piltol ready bent againft hw breml. Thus he led the trenabjing 
png hear d^d with fear amcmgll alt his pepple, who delivering the captain bia y^pa.. 
bhicei hbw, and ^ows, all his men were eafity entreated to c^ft down tp^'a ^ay . 
little dreatnkfg any durft ih that manner have ufed thdr King, \yh 9 ; th^ tp 
hl^ilb^ftov^'ihts prefents in*gpdd iadfi^^^aad caufing a of them, 

cqid^fbg^ him^ rn hpldihg |he kting^y the hair /as U he ft^e to them 





pbffumpUoxu^' tbecauie d have fpiw. 

borne. 
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’tM^jsyour you 

• ii^e^d’;tili.you.|0^''^ juft iatile td^your roopiv. *''ir,,|*li:e^''W:^'JK^^ 
k^ ine, you <|^ 0 t hurt me, if I break it» he wul deftfl^y ^ vpyifpisii:^|^^^^ 
one arrow t#jQied one drop of bipod of any ni^ ft^i||iie,I|E^ii w 

beads or rop^, I fpum here befdre you with itty Ic^ ; jrdu (bdlilee 
rev^g^ C^f once Ibqg^> fo long as I can hear where to find one of you^ ‘^tiop 
u^l not deny the name of Pamaunkee. I am not now at kaffaiy^eak half drowned mth 
idi|e» where you took me prifoner, yet then for keeping yoiir promife and your good 
ui£ge and faying my life, I fo afieft you, that your denials of ydur treachery do half 
perfuade me to miftake myfelf. But if I be the mark you aim at, herej ftand, ihopt 
he that dare. You promifed to freight my Ihip ere I departed, and fo you ihall, or I 
taean to load her with your dead carcafies^ yet, if as friends you will come and trade, 
I once more promife not to trouble you, except you give methefirft occafion ; and^our 
Xing (hall be and be my friend, for I am not come to hurt him or any of you.** 

■ tJpoa this away went their bows and arrows, and men, women, and. children, 
brought in their commodities, two or three hours they fo thronged about the prefident 
and .fo overwearied him as he retired himfelf to reft, living* Mr. Behethland and 
Mr. Fow^l to receive their prefents ; but fome favages perceiving him frft afleep, and 
the guard fomewhat carelefsly difperfed, forty or fifty of their phoice men, each with a 
club oi* Englifti fword in his hand, began to enter the houfe, with two or three 
hundred others that prefled to fecond them. The noife and hafte they made in did 
fo fhake the houfe they awoke him from his ileep, and being half amazed with this 
fudden fight, betook him ftrait to his fword and target, Mr. Chralhaw and fome others 
charged in like manner, whereat they quickly thronged fafter back than before for* 
ward. 'I'he houfe thus clcanfed, the King and fome of bis ancients we kept yet with 
him, who with a long oration cxcufed this intrufion. The reft of the day was fpent 
with much kindnefs, the company again renewing their prefents with their beft provi* 
fions, and wliatfoever he gave them they feemed therewith well contented. 

Now in the m&m while fince our departure, this happened at our fort. Mr. Seri* 
vener having received letters from England, to make himfelf either Csefar or nothing, 
he began to decline in hisaffedion to Captain Smith, that ever regarded him as himfelf, 
and was willing to crofs the furprifing oi Powharan. Some certain days after the pre* 
fitjint’s departure, he would needs go vifit the Ifle of Hogs, and took with him Cap- 
tain Waldo (though the prefident had appointed him to be ready to fecond his occafions) 
with Mr. Anthony Gofooll and eight others ; but fo violent was the wind (that 
extreme frozen time) that the boat funk, but where or how none doth know. I’he 
ftciff was much over-loaden, and would fcarce have lived in that extreme tempeft had 
Ihe been empty ; but by no perfuafion he could be diverted, though both Waldo and 
anhifodred others doubted as it happened. The favages were the firft that found thdr 
bo^es, which fo much the more encouraged them to effed their proje(ft5. To advertife 
the prefident of this heavy news, none a)uld be found would undert^ it, but the 
journey was often r<efufed of all in the fort, until Mr. Richard Wyffin und^ook alone 
the p^fqrmance thergof. « 

In this journey he was encountered with many- dangers and difficulties in aft parts . ^ 
be pafled. As for that night he lodged with ^pwbatan, perceiving fuch jirepa^at^ 
for war, not finding the prefident there, he did aflure himC^ fome mifehief .wa% .fo* 
tended. Pocahontas hid him for a time, and font them - who purfued him the clew 
comraty way to feekfom; but by her means, and extraordmw bifo^ aifo mpi^ 
trouble in three days trayel, at length he found us in the midft of thefo turmeufo 

this 
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$irt>re him to conceal from the company, 

femblih^j'his forroiRt' w conmenaiice he ^ould, when the night approilifiii^, 

Went fwtx bglrd with all his foldieire $ . living Opiechancanough at liberty, acco^» 
jng to his ’|nom 3 lf%e better to have Powhatan in his retdm. ' " 

^ow fo exb^mely Powhatan had threatened the death of his men, if they did nbt by 
fome means Idll Captain Smith, that the next day they appointed all the country IhouM 
come to trade unarmed ; yet un^dlling to be treacherous, but that they were conftrained, 
hating fighting with him almoll as ill as hanging, fuch fear they had of bad fuccefs. 
The next morning the fun had not long appeared, but the fields appeared covered with 
peo\)le and bafhets, to tempt us on fhore ; but nothing was to be had without his pre- 
fence, nor they would not indure the fight of a gun. When the* prefident faw them 
begin,to depart, being unwilling to loofe fuch a booty, he fo w'ell contrived the pin- 
nace, and his barges with ambufeades, as only with Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Well, and 
Mr. Ruflell, with their arms, went on- fhore ; others he appointed unarmed to recave 
what was brought. The favages flockeb before him in heaps, and the bank ferving as 
*a trench for a retreat^ he drew them fair open to his ambufeades. For he not being 
to be perfuaded to go vifit their king, the king knowing the moll of them unarmed, 
came to vifit him with two or three hundred men, in the form of two half moons ; and 
with fome twenty men, and many women laden with painted balkets. But when they 
approached fomewhat near us, their women and children fled. For when they had 
environed and befet the fields in this manner, they thought their purpofe fure, yet fo 
trembled with fear as they were fcarce able to nock their arrows } Smith Handing with 
his three men ready bent, beholding them till they were within danger of our ambuf- 
eades, who upon the word difeovered themfelves, .and he retired to the barge, which 
the favages no fooner perceived than’ away they fled, elleeming their heels for the? 
bell advantage. 

That night we fent Mr. ChrJlhaw and Mr. Ford to James Town, to Captain Winne. 
In the way between Werowocomoco and the fort, they met four or live of the Dutch**- 
men’s confederates going to Powhatan ; the which to excufe thofe gentlemen’s fulpicion 
of their running to the favages, returned to the fort, and there continued. 

The favages hearing our barge go down the river in the night, were fo terribly aliaid, 
that we fent for more men (wc having fo much threatened their ruin, and the railing of 
their houfes, boats, and wires ), that the next day tlie King fent our captain a chain of 
pearl, to alter his purpofe and Jlay his men promifing, though they wanted themfelves, 
to freight our Ihip and bring it aboard to avoid fulpicion. So that five or fix days after, 
from all parts of the country wiihin ten or twelve miles, in the extreme froll and fnow, 
they brought us provifion on their naked backs. 

Yet notwilhftanding this kindnefsand trade, had their art andpoifon been fuffident, 
the prefident, Mr. Weil, and fome others, had been poifoned ; it made them lick, but 
expelled itfelf. Weeuttanow, a llouf young fellow, knowing he was fufpefled for 
bringing this prefent of poifon, with forty or fifty of his chief companions (feeing the 
prefident but with a few* men at Potauncak,) fo proudly braved it, as though he expell- 
ed to encounter a revenge. Which the prefident perceiving in the midll of his com- 
pany, did not only beat, but fpumed like a dog, as fcoming to do him any worle 
tnifehief. Whereupon all of them fled into the woods, thinking they had done a great 
matter to have fo well efcaped; Md the townlbien remaining, prefently frdghted our 
barge to be rid of our companies ; foaming many excufes to excufe Weeuttanow, 
(bemg fdii to thdr chief King, but Powhatan) and told us if we would Ihew them him 
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that brought the pioifon, they would deliver him to uS to puni(h as strepleafed. Men 
may thiak it ftrange there (hould be fuch a ftir for a little corn i but had it been gold, 
with more cafe we might have got it ; and had it wanted, the whole ^lony had ftarved. 
We may.be- thought very patitmt to endure all thofe injuries,' yet ontijpvith fearing them 
we got. what they had. Whereas if we had taken revenge, then, by their lofs, we 
fliould have loft ourfelves. We fearched alfo the countries of Youghtanund and Mat- 
jtapaniemt, w'here the people imparted that little they had with fuch complaints and 
tears’from the eyes of women and children, as lie had been too cruel to have been a 
Chriftiao, that would not have been i'aiisfied and moved with compuftion. But had 
this happened in October, November, and December, when that unhrgipy difeovevy of 
Monacan was made^ wc might have freighted a Ihip of forty tuns, and twice as much 
might have been had from the rivers of Rap-ah-anock, Patawomek, and Pawtuxunt. 

The nndn occafiou of our tlius temporizing with them was to part friends* as we 
did, to give the lefs caufe of fufpicion to Powhatan to fly, by whotn wc now returnetl 
with a purpofe to have I'urjjrlfcd him and his provilion. For cfl’ecling whereof (when 
we came again ft tiie town) tiic preliJent lent Mr. Wyffin and Mr. Coe afhore to 
difeoverand make way for bis intended project. But they foilnd tliat iholi: damned 
Dutchmen had caufed Powhatan to alvandou his new houfe and Werowocomoco, and 
to carry away all his corn and provliuin ; -and tin* people thoy,found lb ill afteded, that 
they Were in great doubt how to creape vvitli their lives. So the prefidcnt finding his 
iuteut fruftrated, and that there was nothing now to be had, and ihertfbre an unfit 
time to revenge their abui'es, lent Mr. Michael Phiitiplace by land to Jam'oi: Town, 
where wc failed with all the fpecd we could j wc having in this journey (for twenty- 
live pounds of copper, and liily pounds of iron :md beads) cnougli to keep forty-fix 
men fix weeks, and every man for In’s reward a montli’s provifion extraordinary (no 
’trade being allowed but for the (tore) ; vve got near two lutriilrcd pounds weight of 
deer fuet, and delivered to the Cape merchant four hundred and few uty -nine bufiiels 
of com. 

Thofe temporizing procceditjgs to fomc may feem too charitaitle, to fuch a daily 
daring, treacherous people : to others not plcafing, that we waflicd not the ground with 
their blood, nor fheweJ fuch ftrange inveitriuns in mangling, imird; ring, ranliicking, 
and deftroying (as did the Spaniards) the fimple Ixnlies of inch ignorant fouls ; nor 
delightful, becaufe not Itufrld with relations of iieaps and miites of gold and filve;:, 
j£r fuch rare cominoditiLS as the Portiiguele and Spaniards found in theli'.aft and Weft 
Indies ; thea^'ant whereof hath begot us (lh:.t were thefirll iindert ulcers j no lefs fcorn 
and contempt, (h;m the noble conquefts and valiant adventures beautified with if, prailc 
and honour, 'i’oo murii I coiifefs the world cannot attribute to tlicir ever memorable 
merit : and to clear us from tlie blind world’s ignorant cenfure, thefe few words may 
fuflice any rcafonable underftanding. 

It was the Spaniards good hap to happen in thofe parts where w’crc infinite numbers 
of people, .who had manured the ground with that providence, it afforded viduals at all 
times, i^nd time had brought them to thaf perf'ettion, they had the ufe of gold and 
filver, and the moft of fuch commodities as thofe countries afforded : fo that, what 
the Spaniard got was chiefly the fpoil and pillage of thofe country people, and not the 
labours of their own hands. But had thofe fruitful countries been as favage, as bar- 
barous, as ill peopled, as little planted, laboured, and manured, as Virginia, their 
proper labours it is likely would have produced as finall profit as ours. But had Vir- 
gioia been peopled, planted, manured, and adorned with fuch ftore of precious Jewels, 

and 
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and rich commodittes as was the ln'dies, then had we not ^ottd: and done at much as b7 
their might he espefted from us ; the world might then have traduced us and 

our merits, and have made fiiame and infamy our recompence and reward. 

]^t welchand|| in a land even as God made 'it, where we found only an idle, im- 
provident A fcattered people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold of filver, or any com- 
modities, and careiefs of any thrag but from hand to mouth, except baubles of no 
worth ; nothing to encourage us but’ what accidentally we found nature afforded j 
which, ere we could bring to recompenfe our pains, defray our charges, and fatisfy 
our adventurers, we were to difeover the country, fubdue the people, bring them to 
be tradable, civil, and induflrious, and teach them trades, that the fruits of their 
labours might make us fome rccomponce, or plant fuch colonies of our own, that mufl 
firit make provilion how to live of themfelves, ere they can bring to perfedion the 
commodities of the country, which doubtlefs will be as commodious for England as 
the Wefb Indies for Spain, if it be rightly managed, notwithftanding all our home- 
bred opinions that will argue the contrary, as . formerly fome have done againft the 
. Spaniards and Portuguefe. But to conclude, againft all rumour of opinion, I only 
fay this, for thofa that the three firft years began this plantation, notwithftanding all 
their fadiuns, mutinies, and miferies, I’o gently corroded and well prevented-i perufe 
the Spanilli decades, thf relations of Mr. ITackltiit, and tell me how many ever, with 
fuch I'mall means as a barge of twenty-two tons, i’ometimes with feven, eight, or nine, 
or but at moil twelve f)r lixtccm men, did ever difeover fo many fair and navigable 
rivers, JTubied to I'o many fevt^ral kings, people, and nations, to obedience and contri- 
bution, with fo liuio bloodniod. . 

And if in tlie I'carcli of thofe countries we had happened where wealth had been, 
wo had as furely Iiud it as cibcdiencc and contribution ; but if we have overfkipped it, 
w'o will not envy ilicui that lliail find it : yet can we not but lament it was our fortune* 
to end, when we had but only. learned how to begin, and found the right courfe how 
to proceed. 

By Richard Wypi'iN, "William Phittiplace, Jeefrey Abbot, 
and Anas Tudkill. 


CHAP. X. — Ilozi’ the Savages became fubjeEl to the EngHJh. 

WHEN the Ihips departed, all tlje provifion of the ftore (but that the prcfident had 
gotteii) was fo roiien wiih the laft fummer’s rain, and oaten with the rats and w'orms, 
as tly hogs would fcarcely eat it ; yet it was ilie foldiers’ diet till our return, fo that 
we found nothing done, but our viduals fpent, and the moft part of our tools, and a 
good part of our arms couvs.yed to the favages. But now calling up the ftore, and 
linding fullicicnt till t lie next harv eft, the fear of ftarving was abandoned, and the 
company divided into ler.s, fiiieens, or as the bufincfs required 5 fix hours each dsy 
was ipent in work, the reft in paftime and merry cxercifes; but the untowardneis oi 
the gicatoft number caufed the prcfident to advife as followeth : 

“ CoMutrymen, tlic long experience of our late miferies, I hope, is fuffident to per- 
fuadc every one to a prefeut correftion of himfelf, and think not that either my pains 
nor the advehiurers’ purfes, wiil ever maintdn you in idlenefs and floth. i fp«k noi 
this to you all, for divers of yon 1 know deferve both honour, and reward, better than 
is yet here to be had j but the greater part tnuft be more induftrious or ftarve, how- 
ever you have been heretofore tolerated by the authority of the cound^ from that 1 
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lutre cpifioa^^ you. , Tot^ttc now 

niuji obey will not 

nc^s he bd for the labours of thirty ot ^orty hoae^l^IbwttKriOtti 

luitbe coi^tfmiid'to.n^ and ii% idlek^KriSMt you j^* 

futne j^he jt^dtority h^e b but a Cbadow, and that I dare#H; tooch the Uws of any, 
Intt ihyi^ouna tnuft anfwer it, the letters patent ftall e^h wmIc bo read to you^ whbie 
ccpt^te wnll tell you the contrary. 1 would wilh you, therefore, without contempt, 
to obfervO tbefe orders fet down, for there are now no more counfellors to pro* 
t^ you, nor curb my endeavours. Ther^ore, he that odenderh let him aifuredlif 
mcped due.punifhment.** ^ * . 

H^^nde alfo a table, as a public memorial of every man's deferts,' to encourage 
the good, and with fliame to fpur on the reft to amendment. By this many became 
v^. induilrious, yet more by punifliment performed their buiinefs, for all wdire fo 
taftted, that there was no excuie could prevail to deceive him } yet the Dutchmen's 
cdiiforts fo clofely conveyed them powder, {hot, fwords, and tools, that though wc 
could fthd. the defeat, we could not find by whom till it was too late. 


All this time the Dutchmen remaining with Powhatan (who kkidly entertained them 
td 'ihftruiQ; the favages the ufe of our arms), and their conforts not following them as 
theyicxi^fted, to know the caufe they fent Francis, their companion, a ftout young 
fellow, difguifed like a favage, to the glals-houfe, a place in the woods, near a mile 
from James Town, where was their rendezvous for all their unfufpefted villainy. Forty 
men the)' procured to lie in ambufeade for Captain Smith, who no fooner heart^of this 
Dutchman, but he fent to apprehend him (but he was gone) ; yet to crofs his retiim 
to Powhatan, the Captain prefently difpatched twenty Aot after him,* himfelf return- 
ing from the glafs-houfe alone. By the way he encountered the King of Pafpahegh, a 
mot! ftrong, ftout favage, whofe perfuafions not being able to perfuade him to his am- 
bufti, feeing him only armed but with a falchion, atttynpted to have fliot him ; but 
the prefident prevented his fhot by grappling with him, and the favages as well pre- 
vented him for drawing his falchion, and perforce bore him into ihe river to have 
drowned them.' Long they ftruggled in the water, tHl the prefident got fuch hold on 
hb throat, he had near ftrangled the King ; but having drawn his falchion to cut off 
bb beadj fedng how pitifully he begged hb life, he led him prifoner to James Town, 
ai^put him in chains. 

Dutchman ere long was alfo brought in, whofe villainy, though all this time it 
was mfpe£led, yet he feigned fuch a formal excufei that for want of language Captidn 
underftood him not rightly, and for their dealings with Powhatan, that to fave 
th'eirdives they were conftrained to accommodate his arms, of whom he extremely 
cimpplained to have detained them perforce, and that he made this efcape ^ with the 
bsui^d of his life, and meant not to have returned, but was only walking in the 
woc^s to gather walnuts. Yet for all thb fair tale there was fo fmall appearance of 
truth, and the plain confelTion of Pafpahegh of hb treachery, he went by the beds. 
Smith purpofing tO;regain the Dutchmen by the faving hb life. The poor favage did 
his bed by hb dally meiTengers to Powhatan, but all returned that the Dutchmen would 
hot return, neither did Powhatan (lay them^ and to bring them fifty miles on hb men’s 
haql^ they were not able. Daily thb King's wives, children-, and peopJe came to rifit 
him’ wi0 prefents, which he liberally beftowed to make his peace. Much truft th]By 
' '1^ in the prefident's promife; but the King finding hb guard negligent, though Jk- 
yet j^ped.^ Captain Wihne blinking to patfue him, found fudh 
to kinder Ids palbge, as they exchanged many voUbs of (hot for fiightsi of 


arrows. 
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anBowftr to the fort, top^ tff 

tlie two ezaS villains in 
fi%,€h(Hceme%.aj^ lUeutmatFenriOj^ 

r«|g;aineidjihe K^i, as» rare^Kod thk if they ^ li^vM 

his: direiSons, oe been advHw widi ^<ne two vill»ns, that would have, betray^' lH:!tIi 
liiifg and kindred for a piece , of ct^per; but he trifling away the night, the fayagw 
the next morning, by the riling of the fun, braved him to come amore to fight : a 
^good time both fides let fly at other, but we heard of no hurt,, only they took two 
fcanoes, burn^ the King’s houfe, and fo returned to James Town. 

.The prelldcnt, fearing thofe bravadoes would but encourage th^fovages, began again 
himfelf to try* his conclufions, whereby fix or feven were flain, as many made prifi^rs. 
He burnt their houfes, took their boats, with all their filhing wires, and planted fbme 
of them at James I'own for his own ufe, and now refolved not to ceafe till he had 
. revenged himfelf of all who had injured him. But in his journey pafling by Fafpa* 
hegh, towards Chickahatnania, the favages did their belt to draw him to their, athbuf- 
. cades ; but feeing him regardlefsly pals their country, all Ihewed themfelvessin thdr 
' bravelt manner. Te try their valour he could not but let fly ; and ere he could land, 
they no fooner knew him, but they threw down their arms and defired peace. ITieir 
orator was a lufty young fellow, called Okaning, wbofe worthy difeourfe ddferveth to 
be remembered. Anif thus it was : 


** Captain Smith, my matter is here prefent in the company, thinking it C2q>tain 
Wim\p, and not you, (of him be intended to have been revenged) having never of- 
fended him. If he hath oflended you in efcaping your imprifonment, the nlhes fwim, 
the fouls fly, and the very bealls Itrive to efcape the fnare and live. Then blime not 
him being a man. lie would entreat you remember, you being a prifoner, what pains 
he took to fave your life. If fince he hath injured you, he was compelled to it : but 
jhowfoever, you have revenged it with our too great lofs. We perceive and well know 
you intend to defiroy us, that are here to intreat and defire your friendlhip, and to 
enjoy our houfes, and plant our fields, of whofe fruit you fliall participate : otberwtfe 
you will have the worie by our abfence ; for we can plant any where, though with 
snore labour; and we know you cannot live if you want our harveft, and that relief 
we bring you. If you promife us peace, we will believe ; if you proceed in Vevenge, 
we will abandon the country.” 

Upon thefe terms the prefident promifed them peace, till they did us injury, upon 
^ndition they Ihould bring in proyifion. Thus all departed good friends, and # con- 
tinued till Smith left the country. 

. Arriving at James Town, complaint was made to the prefident that the Cbickaha- 
manians, who all this while continued trade, and Teemed our friends, by colour thereof 
were the only thieves : and amongft other things a piftol being fiolen, and the thief 
fled, there was apprehended two proper young fellows, that were brothers, known to 
be his confederates. Now to regain this pifiol, the one was imprifoned, the other 
ultras fent tb return the piftol again within twelve hours, or his brother to be hanged r 
yet the prefident, pitying the poor naked lavage in the dungeon, fent him viduals, and 
Ibiae clurcoal.for a fire. Ere midnight his brother retunied with the piftol but ihe 
poor favage in the dungeon was fo fmotheri^ with the fmoke he bad made, and To 
piteohfly burnt, that we found him dead.. The other moft lamentably bewail^ his 
death, and broke forth into fuch bitter agoniesj that the prefident to quief him told 
yhim, hereafter they would, not fteal, fie would nuke him alive again : but he 
IttHe tnlught he coidd be recovered f yet we doing our beil with aqua vita: and vine^ 



g4 niLcililL^ 

hiai«g^4o fife$';l>^t;^ 
ti^fithich as tnueti ii^nMnted an4 

)^Qirjd^4 » ihalady, lupon |«Qin^ pf^lheir goad t^^viddr*, tlw pfriiili^ 

piofBif^ to^^b?er him, and fo cauled hioa ta laM by; a ^ jtp, Jlaep* wpo in tbe 
inbroing^^hayb^ well flapt* had recovered his perfeft femes* and th^ .beinf ; drefled 
of- h»i)^ipung* each a piece of copper given thein* they went away fo well contented* 
thai^thia was fpread among all the favagcs for a. minxcle* that Captain Smith could 
inai^. a man alive that was dead. . 

Aether ingenious lavage of Powhatans, having gotten a great bag of powder* and 
the hack of an armour* at VVerowocomoco* amongft many of his companions, to AigvV . 
his extraordinary Ikill, he dried it on the back, as he had feen the foldiers at James 
Town ; but. he dried it fo long, they peeping over it ro fee his Ikill, it took hrei nnd 
blew him to death, and one or two more, and the roll fo fcorched, that they had Kttle 
pleitfure to meddle any more with powder. 

^hefe'and many other fuch pretty accidents fo amazed and alTrightcd both Powhatan 
afi^ ail his people, that from all parts, with prei’etus, they defired peace, returning many 
fiolim things which we never demanded, nor thought of ; and after that, thoie that 
were taken Healing, both Powhatan and his people have fent them back to Jantes Town, , 
to reedve their punilhment j and all the countiy became abfolutely as free for us as 
for themfelves. 

CHAP. ‘What Wits dene in three M^thSi having Victuals ; the Store dcvouivd by 
Rais ; how we Hved three Months on fuch natural Fruits as the Country ajjvrded. 

NOW we fo quietly followed our bufmefs, tliat in three months vve made three or 
fouV laHs of tar, pitch, and foap>alhcs, produced a trial of giafs, made a well in the 
fort of excellent fweet water, which till then was v/anting ; built fome twenty houfes^i^ 
recovered bur church, provided nets and wires for fifliing ; and to Itop the difordej-s of 
our diforderly thieves, and the favages, built a blockhoufe in the neck of our iflo, kept by 
a garrifon to entertain the favages’ trade, and none to pafs or repafs, lavage nor chriflian, 
without the prefident’s order •, thirty or forty acres of ground we digged and planted j 
of three«fowsin eighteen months iiicreafed fisty and odd pigs, and near five hundred 
chickens brought up themfelves, without having any nieat given them ; but the hogs 
wCrd^ranfported to Hog Hie, where alfo we built a'blockhoufe, with a garrifon, to 
give at notice of any /hipping, and for their excrcife.they made a clapboard and wuifVit 
fcQt, and cut down trees ; w'e built alfo a fort for a retreat, near 2i convenient river, upon 
a high commanding hill, very hard to be aflaultcd, and eafy to be defended ; but ere it 
was, finilhed, this defc£l: caufed a flay. 

In fearebing our cafked com, we found it half rotten, and the reft fo confumed witb 
fo many thoulands of rats, that increafed fo fall ; but their original was from the fhips, 
as We knew not how to keep that little we had. This did drive us all to our wit’s end, 
for there Was nothing in the country but what nature afforded ; until this time, Kemps 
and Tafibre were feared prif(:mer.s, and did double talk and taught us how to order 
arid plant our fields, wfioni noW.fbr want of viftuals we fef at liberty, but fp well they 
liked our companies, they did not defire to go from us , and to exprefs their loves, fw 
fixteen da]^ continuance the country people brought us (when leaft) one hundred ^ 
day of fquirrcls, turkie&|^,4(;»Mt>4nd .ptber wild beafts : but this want of com occafioned 
the end of all our wotk^it bemg^Work fufficient to provide vifluals. Sixty or eighty* 
with £^gil were feat down the river to live, upon oyfters, and twenl|j !^4 with 
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Lip w tfna ff * ;tb liiyrfejM& f liut in fix 

agr«%^i«(^^ gt^t tbie Ills being- fick aoid burnt fcn-e with gu&|)0«lw 
W^^ith «s minijr op to ihe foUst but iKt^uag eoul4 be fo«tna but4i' 
of that ioftQne^veiy maa bwl his eqiiatv prop<^k>n. this prsfent; 

«ard and^deavours of ibofe thircyor tbrcy^Kis wbdle coldny had ever been fed; riif 
inore iturgeon tbanconid be devonred byjdog and man^ of which the indaftiiooe» by^- 
. ing and pounding, mingled with caviare,ioren, and other wholefome herbs, woidd maltt 
^ bread and good theat ; others would gather as much tpckwhogh roots in a day as wodld 
:|nake them bread a week ; fo that of thofe wild fruits, and what we caught, we lived 
VVgry well in regard of fuch a diet ; but fuch was the ftrange con<fition of fome hnadred 
and fifty, that* had they not been forced, nolens, volens, perforce to gather and prepare 
their victuals, they would all have fiarved, or have eaten one another. Of thofe' mid 
fruits the lavages often brought us, and for that the prefident would not fulfil the un« 
reafonable defire of thofe difiradfed gluttonous loiterers, to fell hot only ovur kettles^ 
hoes, tools, and iron, nay, fwords, pieces, and the very ordnance and houfes, might 
they have prevailed to have been but idle ; for thofe favage fruity, they wdhld have 
imparted ail to the fevages, efpecially for one balket of com they beard of to be at 
Powhatan, fifty miles lirara our fort. Though he bought near half of it to fatisfy their 
humours, yet to have had the other half they would have fold their fouls, though not 
fufiicient to have kept them a week. Thoufands were their exclamations, fuggeftions, 
and devices, to force him to thofe bafe inventions, to have made it an occafion to aban- 
don jhe country. Want perforce conrtrained him to endure their exclaiming follies, 
till he found out the author, one Dyer, a moll? crafty fellow, and his ancient maligner, 
whom he worthily punilhcci, and with the reft he argued the calc in this manner ; 

“Fellow foldiers, I did little think any fo falfe to report, or fo many' to be fofimple to 
be perfuaded, that I cither intend to ftarve you, or tliat Powhatan at this prefent hath 
/corn for himfelf, much lefs ,for you ; or that I would not have it, if 1 knew where it 
was to be had : neither did 1 think any fo malicious as I now fee a great many ; yet, k 
fljall not fo palfionate me, but I will do my beft for my molt maligner. But dream no 
longer of this vjiin hope frotn Powhatan; not that I will longer forbear to force you from 
your idlenefs, and punilh you if you rail; but if I find any more runners for Newfound- 
land with the pinnace, let him aifurcdly look to arrive at the gallows. You cannot deny 
but that by the hazard of my life many a rime I have faved yours, when (might your 
own wills have prevailed,) you would have ftan'ed ; and will do Itili whether I wjll or 
^ ; but I proteft by that God that made me, fmee neceffity hath not power to*^force 
you to gather for ytturfelvcs thofe fruits the earth doth yield, you fliall not only gather 
for yourfelves, but thofe that are lick. As yet I never had more from the ftore than 
the worft of you, and all my Engliflj extraordinary provifion that I have, you {ball 1^ 
me divide it amongft the fick ; and this favage tralh you fo fcomfully repine at, beij^ 
put in your mouths, your ftomachs can digeft ; if you would have better, you Ibopld 
have brought it, and therefore I will take a courfe you lhall provide what is to be had. 
The lick lhall not ftarve, hut equally Ibare of all our labours ; and he that gatiwfeth 
not every day as much as I do, the next day fliall . be fet beyond the river, a^d ,be 
banilhed from the fort as a drone, till he amend his conditions dr ftarve.’* But . feine- 
would lay with Seneca, 

' I know thofe things t1ioii> &y ’ll are true, good nurfci, 

Bnt fuTV forceth me to foUow wor^ ; 

My^ mind is hurried headlong up and down, < 

Pcfirihg better caanfcl» yet findi non^ 

Th» 



, . i . * ■ 

’ "inife aifiirihured liras Ve^ crudl; bot it otofeii ^ j|s^ tir# 

iilf ^eihfdve^^it'Qf two hundri^, («xc^t they w^ dzbiiih^^tti!^ iiiied not oalkK^; 
as foi‘^apta& and Mr. LeighV they wore dead ere diSs wiSaf bappeiie^^ 

di^^6t%r want of ibch as piisferved the rdH; maily billetted amongfl: ibe 
fawi^<^j;wU^eby we knew all ' thehr^’^paffages, iSelds, andltaihitations^ how' to gather 
'^utddfe ^ar fruits as well as thetnfelves; for they knew we had fuch S' commantdin^ 
po'wer at James Town, they durft not wrong us of a pin. . ^ « 

‘ So well thofe poor iavages ofed us that were thus billetted, tlut divers of the foldiers 
rah away to fearch Kernp^ and Taifore our old prifoners. Glad were thefe '^lava^tt 
to have fuch an opportunity to teftify their love unto us ; for inftead qf entertainmg 
them, and fuch things as uiey had lloien, with all their great offers and promifos they 
made them how to revenge tndr injuries upon CapUun Smith. Kemps 6rft made him< 
folf iport, in foewing his countrymen (by them) how he was ufed, feeding them witli this 
law, who would not work muff not eat, till they were near ftarved indeed, continually 
thr eatening to beat them to death : neither ^ could they get from him, till he and his 
conforts brought them perforce to our captdn, that fo well contented him and punifoed 
them, as many others that intended alfo to follow them, were rathfir contented to labour 
at home, than adventure to live idly amongft the favages (of whom there was more 
hope to make better Chriftians and good fubjefrs, than the one-half of thofe that coun- 
terfeited themfelves both). For fo amid were all thofe kings and the better fort of the 
people to difplcafe us, that fome of the bafer fort that we have extremely hurt and 
punifoed for their villanies, would hire ^ we foould not tell it to their kings or« Mun- 
trymen, who would alfo re-punifo them,^d yet return them to James Town to cbhtent 
the prefident for a teftimony of their loves. 

'Mr. Sicklemore well returned from Chawwonoke ; but found little hope, and lefs 
certainty of them were ISft by Sir Walter Raleigh. The river he faw was not great, 
the people few, the country moft overgrown with pines, where there did grow hen^ 
and there ftragglingly pemminaw, we call iilk-grafs. But by the river the ground was 
good, and exceeding fertile. 

Mr. Nathaniel Powell and Anas Todkill were alfo by the Quiyoughquohanocks con- 
doded to the Mangoags to fearch them there ; but nothing could they learn but they 
were all dead. This honeft proper good promife-keeping King, of all the reft did ever 
b«ft affed us, and though to his falfe gods he was very zealous, yet he would confefs 
our God as much exceeded his as our guns did his bow and arrows, often fending wr 
prefident many prefents, to pray to his God for rain or his com would perifo, for ms 
gods were angry. Three days journey they conducted them through the woods, info 
a high country towards the fouth-weft, where they faw here and there a little corn 
fipld, by fome little fpring or fmall brook, but no river they could fee : the' people iti 
all refpe&s like the reft, except their language : they live moft upon roots, fruits and 
wild beafts ; and trade with them towards the fea and the fatter countries for dried fiih 
and com, for Ikins. 

All this time to j?ecover the Dutchmen and one Bentley, another fugitive, we eh^ploycd 
one William Volday, a Swfs by birth, with pardons and proinifes to regain them. 
Little we then fufpe^ed this double villaiu of any villainy, who plainly taught us, in 
the moft truft was the greateft treafon ; for this wicked hypocrite, by thefeeming hat^ 
he bore to the lewd conditions of his curfed countrymen, (having this opportunity by 
his employment to regtun them,) conveyed them every thing they defired to effetft theii 
to deftroy the colony. With much devotion they expqfred the Spaffiai^, to 
wh«h they intended good fervice, or any other, that would but carry them froiin u$. 

Bui 
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But to begin with opportunity : they feduig necelTity thus enibrc^ us'to 

dirperfeourfelvely importuned Potthittan to lend then but his* forces^ wdthey would 
not only, dellroy our bogs, fire our town, and betray our pimace, but bring to his 
ferricc and^bjeftion tbe^moft of our company. With this plot they had acquainted 
many difccwStets, and many were agreed to their devililh pradice. But one'Thon^ts 
Doufe, and Thomas Mallard (whole Chriltian hearts relented at fuch an unchriftian ' 
ad) voluntarily revealed it to Captain Smith, who caufed them to conceal it, perfuading 
Doufe and Mallard to proceed in their confederacy : only to bring the irreclaimable 
Dutchmen and the inconllant favages in fuch a manner amongll fuch ambufcadocs as he 
prepared, that not many of them (houid return from our peninfula. But this brute 
Cf)ming to the cars of the impatient multitude, they fo importuned the prelident to cut 
olF thofe Dutchmen, as amongft many that offered to cut their throats before the face 
of Powhatan, the firft was Lieutenant Percy, and Mr. John Cuderington, two gentle- 
men of as bold refolutc fpirits as could poflijjly be found. But the prelident had 
occalion of other employment for them, atid gave way to Mr. Wyffin and ferjeant 
Jeffry Abbot, to go and ftab them or Ihoot them. But the Dutchmen made fuch ex* 
cufco', accufing Voltlay; whom theyfuppofed had revealed their projed, as Abbot would 
not, yet Wyfiin would, perceiving it but deceit. The King undcrllanding of this their 
etnploynicnt, fent prcfcqtly his meffengers to Captain Smith to lignify it was not his 
fault to dettiin thtni, nor hinder his men from executing his command: nor did he nor 
would he maintain them, or any to cccafion his dii'pleafurc. 

But jvhilfl iliis btifmcls was in hand, ariivcd one Captain Argali, and Mr. Thomas 
Sedan^ fent by Mr. ('ornelius to truck with th<? colony, and fiih for llurgeon, with a 
fliip well furnillied wiili wine, and much other good provilion. Though it was not fent 
us, our ncccffiiit-s was liicli as enforced us to take it. He brought us news of a great 
fupply, and pivpanulonfor tliel.ord La Warre, with letters that much taxed our pre« 
Iklent for his hard dealing with the favages, and not roturniiig the fhips freighted. 
Notwilhllanding, we kapt tliis Ihip till the lleet arrived. IVue it is Argali loll his voy- 
age, but we reviduallcd him, and lent him for England, with a true relation of the 
caufes of our defail ments, and how impulllbie it was to return that wealth they expelled, 
or obforve their inlirudtions to endure the favages’ infolcnce, or do any thing to any 
purpol’c, except they would fend us men and means that could produce that they fo 
much defired : otliei wlfe all they did was loll, and could not but come to confufion. 
T}p villainy of Volday we Hill diffembled. Adam, upon his pardon, came home; but 
Samuel Hill Hayed with Powhatan, t« hear further of their eftates by this fupply. Now 
all their plots Smith fo well underllood, they were his bell advantages to fccuro us 
from any treachery could be done by them or the favages : which with facility he could 
revenge when he would, becaiife all thofe countries more feared him than Powhatan, 
and he had fuch parties with all his bordering neighbours ; and many of the reft for 
love or fear would have done any thing he would have them, upon any commotion, 
though thefe fugitives had done all they could to perfuadc Powhatan King James would 
kni Smith, for ufing him and his people fo unkindly. 

By this you may lee for all thofe croffes, treacheries, and diffentions, how he wreftled 
and overcame i, without bloodllied) all that happened ; alfo what go6dw'as done ; how 
few died ; what food the country naturally afforded ; what fmall caufe there is men 
lliuuld ftarve, or be murdered by the favages, that have diferetion to manage them with 
courage and indullry. The two lirft years, though by his adventures, he had oft 
brought the favages to a tradable trade, yet you lee how the envious authority ever 
crofted him, and fruftrated bis bdl endeavours. But it wrought in him that expe- 
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riehcc and eftimatbn amongft the favages, as otherwife it had been impoflible he had 
ever effected that he did. Notwithffanding the hiany nuferable* yet generous and 
worthy adventures, he had oft and long endured in the wide world, yet in this cafe he 
was again to learn his le£ture by experience. Which with thus much sbo having 
obtained, it was his ill chance to ei|d, when he had but only learned how to begin* 
And though he left thofe unknown difficulties (made eafy and familiar) to his unlawful 
fucceffbrs, (who, only by living in James Town, prefumed to know more than all the 
world could dired them :) now though they had all his foldiers, with a triple power, 
and twice triple better means ; by what they have done in his abfence, the world may 
fee what they would have done in his prefence, had he not prevented their indiferetions : 

' it doth juftly prove, what caufe he had to fend them for England, and that be was nei- 
ther famous, mutinous, nor dilhoneft. But they have made it more plain fince his 
return for England ; having his abfolute authority freely in their power, with all the 
advantages and opportunity that his labours had effected. As 1 am forry their adions 
have made it fo inanifeft, fo I am unwilling to fay what rcafon doth compel me, 
but only to make apparent the truth, leall 1 Ihuuld feem partial, realbnlefs, and 
malicious. , 

CHAP. XII. — The Arrival of the third Supply. 

TO redrefs thofe jars and ill proceedings, the treafurer, council, and company of 
Virginia, not finding that return and profit they expected ; and tiiem engaged there 
not having means to fubfift of themfelves, made means to His Majcll^ to call in their 
commiffion and take a new in their own names, as in their own publicaticn, 1 5 1 o, you 
may read at large. Having thus annihilated the old by virtue of a commiffion made 
to the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Weft, Lord de la Warre, to be General of 
Virginia, Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant. Sir George Somers, admiral. Sir Thomas 
Dale, high marlbal. Sir Ferdinando Waiiiman, general of the horfe, and fo all other 
offices to many other worthy gentlemen for their lives, (though not any of them had 
ever been in Virginia, except Captain Newport, who was alio by patent made vice- 
admiral); thofe noble gentlemen drew in fuch great fums of money, that they fent 
Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport, with nine Ihips and 
j^e hundred people, who had each of them a commiffion, who firft arrived to call in 
the old, without the knowledge or confent of them that had endured all thofe forq^er 
dangers to beat the path, not any regard had at all of them. All things being ready, 
becaufe thofe three captains could not agree for place, it was concluded they ffiould 
go all in one ftip, fo all their three commiffions were in that ffiip with them called the 
Sea-Venture. They fet fail from England in May 1609. A fmall catch perifhed at 
fea in a hericano, the admiral with an hundred and fifty men, with the two knights, 
and their new commiffions, their bills of loading, with all manner of diredions, and 
the molt part of their provifion arrived not. With the othef feven ihips, as captains, 
arrived Ratliffe, whofe right names (as is faid) was Sicklemore, Martin, and Archer, 
with Captain Wood^ Captain Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain King, Captain Davis, 
and divers gentlemen of good means and great parentage. But the firft as they had 
been troublelbme at fea began again to mar all aihore, for though (as Ls faid) they 
were formerly fent for England, yet now returning again, graced by the titles of 
captains of the paifengers, feeing the admiral wanting, and great probability of her 
lofs, ftrengthened themfelves with thofe new companies, fo exclaiming again!! Captain 
Smith, that they mortally bated him ere ever they faw him. "Who, underftanding by 
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his fcouts, the arrival of fuch a fleet, little dreaming of any fuch fupply, /oppofed^them 

edourar* 




arrival, nor the fuccefs of our encounter; nor were the favages any way negli- 
gent for the moft part to aid and alii ft us with their beft power. Had it fo been we 
had been I^iappy, for we would not have trufted tlupi but as our foes, where receiving 
them as our countrymen and friends, they did wHat they could to murder our prefi- 
denr, to furprife the ftorc, the fort, and our lodgings, to ufurp the government, and 
make us all their fervants and Haves till they could confume us and our remembrance ; 
and rather indeed to fiipplant iis then fupply us, as Mr. WiiUam Box, an honeft gen- 
degian in this voyage, thus relateth. 

In the tail of a hurricane wc were feparated from the admiral, which although it 
was but the remainder of that ftorm, tlicre is feldom any fuch in England, or thofe 
northern parts of Europe. Some loft their mafts, fome their fails blown from their 
yards; the feas lb over-raking our fliips, much of our provifion w'as fpoiled, ojjr fleet 
feparated, and our men fick, and many dic*d, and in this niiferable ftate we armed at 
. Virginia. 

But in this ftorm, • 


When rattling thuinltr ran along the clomls. 

Did not tile I'ailuis poor, and inalicrs proud, 

A t^ror feel ad flruck with fear of God ; 

Did not their trembling joints then dread his rod, 

Lead for foul deeds and black mouth’d biaipheinicB, 

'Die rueful time be come that vengeance cries ? 

To a thoufand mifehiefs thofe lewd captains led this lewd company, wherein were 
many unruly gallants, packed thither by their friends to efcape ill deftinies, and thofe 
would difpofc and determine of the government, fometiraes to one, the next day to 
another, to-day the old commiflion muft rule, to-morrow the new, the next day 
neither, in fine tliey would rule all or ruin all : yet in charity we muft endure them 
thus to deftroy us, or by correcting their follies, have brought the world's cenfure upon 
us to be guilty of their bloods. Happy had wc been had they never arrived, and we 
for ever abandoned, and as wc were left to our fortunes, for on earth for the number 
was never more confufion or raifery, than their fadtions occafioned. 

The prefident feeing the defire thofe braves had to rule, feeing how his authority 
was fo unexpedlcdly changed, would willingly have left all, and have returned for 
England. But feeing there was fnvtll hope this new commiflion would arrive, longer 
he would not fufler thofe fadlious ipirits to proceed. It would be too tedious, too 
ftrange, and alnioft incredible, fhould I particularly relate the infinite dangers, plots, 
and praftices, he daily cfcapcd amongft this fadlious crew, the chief whereof he quickly 
laid by the heels, till his leifure better ferved to do them juftice, and to take away all 
occafiuns of further mifehief ; Mr. Percie had his requeft granted to return for England, 
being very fick ; and Mr. Weft with an hundred and twenty of the beft he could 
choofe, he fent to the Fallcs; Martin with near as many to Nandfamund, with their 
due proportions of all provifions according to their numbers. 

Now the prefident’s year being near expired he made Captain ‘Martin prefident to 
follow the order for the eleftion of a prefident every year, but he knowing his own 
infuflidency and the companies’ untowardnefs and little regard of him, within three 
hours after refigned it again to Captain Smith, and at Nirndfamund thus proceeded. 
The people being contributei's ufed him kindly, yet fuch was his jealous fear, in the 
midft of their mirth he did furprife this poor naked king with his monuments, houfes, 
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and the ifle he inhatnted, and there fortified himfelf, but fp apparently diflrafled with 
fear, as emboldened thefavages to alfault him, kilims men, releafe their king, gather 
and carry away a ihoufand buflicls of com, he not ortce offering to intercept them ; 
but fent to the prefident, then at the Falls, for thirty good fhot, which from James 
Town immediately was lent him. ^ut he fo well employed them they did nothing, 
but returned complaining of his rendernefs, yet he came away with them to James 
Town, leaving his company to their fortunes. 

Here I cannot omit the courage of George Forrefl, that had feventeen arrows flick- 
ing in him and one fhot through himi yet lived fix or feven days, as if he had finall 
hurt, then for want of chirurgery died. 

Mr. Weft having feated his men by the Falls, prefently returned to revifit Jahies 
Town, the prefident followed him to fee that company feated, met him by the way, 
wondering at his fo quick return, and found his company planted fo inconfida-ately 
in a ijj^ce not only I'ubjod to the river’s inundation, but round environed wiiii many 
intolerable inconveniences. 

For remedy whereof he prefently font to Powhatan to fell him the place called 
Powhatan, promifiisg to defend him againft the Monacans. Ajid ihefc fliouKl be his' 
conditions, (with his people) to rcfign him the Ibrl and houfes, and all that country 
for a proportion of copper ; tliat ail Itealing offenders fliould be fent him, there to 
receive tht;ir puniflimcnt ; that every houl’c as a cuftom Ihould pay him a bufhel of 
corn for an inch f'quara of copper, and a proportion of pocones, as a yearly tribute to 
King James for their protctlion, as a duty j what clfe they could fpare to barter at 
their beft difcrction. " 

But both this excellent place and thofe good conditions did thofe furies refufe, con- 
temning both him, his kind care and authority. So much they depended on the Loj%!- 
Gcncral’s new commfiion, as they regarded none : the worlh they could do to flicw 
their fpite they did; fuppofing all liie Monacan’s country, gold ; and none fJioulJ 
come there but whom they pleafed. 1 do more than vVonder to think how only with 
five men, he citlier durft or would adventure as he did, (knowing how greedy they 
were of his blood ) to land amongft them, and commit to imprifonment all tlie chieftains 
of thofe mutinies, till by their multitudes, being an hundred and twenty, thc'yforced him 
to retire j yet in that interim he furprifctl one of their boats, wherewith he rctifriied to 
their fhip; where indeed was their provifion, which alfo betook; and well it chanced 
Ml found the mariners fo tradable and conftant, or there had been fmall p.dli’oility he 
had ever efcaped. There were divers other ol better rcal’on and cxpcrieiu:;.', that from 
their firft landing, hearing the general good report of his old foldiers, and feeing with 
their eyes his adions fo well managed with difrretion, as Gaptain Wood, Ciaptain 
Webbe, Captain Moone, Captain Fitz-James, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Patridge, Mr. 
White, and divers others, when they perceive the malice of Ratlilfe ami Archer, and 
thdr fadion, left their companies, and ever refted his faithful friends. JJut the worfh 
was that the poor favages, that daily brought in their contribution to the prefident, that 
diforderly company fo tormented thofe poor fouls, by ftc^aling their corn, robbing their 
gardens, beating them, breaking their houfes, and keeping fome prifoners that they 
ddly complained to. Captain Smith, he had brought tliem for protedors, worfe enemies 
then the Monacans thenifelves : which, though till then, for his love they had endured, 
they dcfircd pardon if hereafter they defended thenifelves ; fince he would not corrtd 
them, as they had long expeded he would.. So much they importuned him to pumih 
their luifdemeanors, as they offered (if he would lead them ) to j^ht for him agaiiift; 
them. But having fpent nin^ days in feeking to reclaim t^m ; Ihewing them how 
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mach they did abufe themfelv^ with thefe great nlded hopes of the South Seal mines, 
commodities, or vi&ories, they fo\nadly conceived ; then feeing nothmg would prevail, 
he fet fail for James Town. 

Thill oft we fee from fmatl preen wounds, and from a little gnef, 

A greater fore and iickncfs grows, than will Hmit relief. 

For thus thcmfclves they did beguile, and with the red play’d thief. 

Now no foonei^ was the ihip under fail, but the favages aifaultcd thofe hundred and 
twenty in their fort, finding fome ftraggling abroad in the woods : they flew many, and 
fo affrighted tlic reft, as their prifoners efcaped, and they fafely retired, with the fwords 
and cloaks of thofe they had flaiii. But ere we had failed half a league, our ihip 
grounding, gave us once more liberty to fummon them to a parley ; where we found 
them all lb Itrangely amazed with this poor filly affault of twelve favages, that they 
fubniitted themfclvcs upon any terms to the prefident's mercy ; who prefentl^put by 
tlie hcils fix or fovea of the chief offenders : the reft he feated gallantly at Powratan, in 
that favage fort, ready built, and prettily fortified with poles and barks of trees, fuf- 
liciciit to have tlcfcmled them from all the favages in Virginia, dry houfes for lodgings, 
and near two hundred acres of ground ready to be planted, and no place we knew fo 
ftrong, fo ])!eufarit, and delightful in Virginia, for which wc called it Non-fuch. The 
favages alfo he jirefcrttly appeafed, re-delivering to either party their former Ioffes. 
'I'hus all wc-rc friends. 

New oftietTS appointed to command, and the prefident again ready to depart, at that 
mftant arrived (iaptain Weft, whofe gentle nature (by the peniiafious and compaillon 
of thofe mutinous prifoners, alledging they had only done this for his honour) wasfo 
much abul'ed, that to regain their old hopes, new turboils did arife. For they aihorc 
being pnlfeiVed of all their victuals, munition, and every thing, grew to that height in 
their former factions, as the prefident left them to their fortunes; they returned again 
to the open air at Weffs Fort, 'abandoning Non-fuch, and he to James Town with his 
Left expedition, but this ha}>poned him in that journey. 

Sle<‘ping in his boat, (for the fhip was returned two ilays before) accidentally, one 
fired his pov.der-bag, which tore the flefli from his body and thighs, nine or ten inches 
fquare in a inoft pitiful manner, but to quench the tormenting fire, frying him in hi* 
cluaths, he leaped overboard into the deep river, where ere they could recover him he 
was rear drowned. In tliis ffate without either furgeon or furgerv, he was to go near 
a huntlretl miles. Arriving at James 'I'ow’ii, caufing all things to be prepared for peace 
or war to obtain provifion, whilll tfiofe things were providing, RatlifVe, Archer, and the 
reft of their Cfinfederates, being to come to their trials ; their guilty confcieiices, fearing 
a juft rewaru for their del'ert.s, feeing the prefident unable to ftand, and near bereft of 
liis fenfes by rcafuii of l-.is torment, they had plotted to have murdered him in his bed. 
But his heart did fail him that fliould have given fire to that niercilefs piftol. So not 
finding that courfe to bo the bcfl, they joined together to ufurp the government, there- 
by to efcapctlu ir puniflunent. The prefident had notice of their projeds, the which 
to withftand, though his old fuldiers importuned him but permit them to take their heads 
that would refift liis command, yet he would not fuft'er them, but fent for the mafters 
of the (Iiips, and took order with them for his return for England. Seeing there was 
neither furgeon nor furgery in the fort to cure his hurt, and the Ihips to depart the 
next day, his commiflion to be fuppreffed lie knew not why, himfelf and foldiers to. be 
rewarded he knewgnot how, and a new commiflion granted they knew not to whom,, 
(the which dilabled that authority he had, as made them prefuraefo off to thofe 
, mutinies- 
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mutinieeas they did :) 'befides fo grievous were his wounds, and fo cruel his torments 
(few expefting he could live) nor was he able to folltfsr his bulinefs to regain what they 
hjid loH;, fupprefs thofc fafiiions, and range the countries for provition as he intended^ 
and well he knew in thofc afiairs his own adions and prefence was as requiflte as his 
directions, which now could not be, he went prefently abroad, rcfolving there to appoint 
them 'governors, and to take order for the mutineers, but be could find none, he 
thought fit for it, would accept it. In the mean time, feeing him gone, they perfuaded 
Mr. Percy to ftay, who was then to go for Kngland, and be their prefident. Within 
lefs than an hour was this mutation begun and concluded. For when the company 
underftood Smith would leave them, and faw the n>fl in arms called pr^fidents and 
councillors, divers began to fawn on thofe new commanders, that nowT bent all their 
wits to get him refign them his commiifion : who after much ado and mafty bitter 
repulfes ; that their confufion (which he told them was at their elbows) fhould nf»t be 
.attribu(||d to him, for leaving the colony w'iihout a commiflion, he was not unwilling 
ihey fiiould Ileal it, but never would he give it to fuch as they. And thus, 

iStranjye violent forces drew us on unwilling, 

Reafon pcrfiiading ^gainft our loves rcMlinpj ; 

We faw and knew the better, ah curfc aceinit, 

That notwithftanding we embrace the woril; 

But had that unhappy blafi: not happened, he would quickly have qualified the heat 
of thofc humors and faclions, had the Ihips but once left them and us to our foituncs, 
and have made that pruvifion from among the lavages, as we neither feared Sp&uiard, 
favage, nor famine ; nor would have left Virginia, nor our lawful authority, but at as 
dear a price as we had bought it, and paid for it. What Ihall I fay but thus, wc left 
him, that in all his proceedings, made jullice his firfi: guide, and experience his fecond, 
even hating bafenefs, (loth, pride, and indignity, more than any dangei's ; that never 
allowed more for himfelf than his foldiers with him ; thkt upon no danger would fend 
them where he would not lead them himfelf ; that would never fee us want, what he 
either had, or could by any means get us ; that would rather want than borrow, or 
ftarve than not pay; that loved aftion more than words, and hated fallhood and 
covetoufnefs worfe than death ; whofe adventures were our lives, and whofc lofs our 
deaths. 

^Leaving us thus with three Ihips, feven boats, commodities ready to trade, the har- 
veft newly gathered, ten weeks provifion in the Ilore, four hundred ninety and odd 
perfons, twenty-four pieces of ordnance, three hundred mulkets, fnaphances, and fire- 
locks, Ihot, powder, and match fulficient, curats, pikes, fwords, and morrios, more 
than men ; the favages, their language, and habitations well known to an hundred 
well- trained and expert foldiers, nets for fiflung, tools of all forts to work, apparel to 
fupply our wants, fix mares and a horfe, five or fix hundred fwine, as many hens and 
chickens, fome goats, fome Iheep, what was brought or bred there remained. But they 
regarding nothing but from hand to mouth, did confume what we had, took care for 
nothing, but to perfett fome colourable complaints a^amlt Captain Smith ; for effcfHng 
whereoft three weeks longer they Itayed the Ihips, till they could produce them. That 
time and charge might much better have been fpent, but it fuited well with the reft of 
their diferetions. . 

Befides James Town, that was ftrongly palliladoed, containing fome fifty or fixty 
Imufes, he left five or fix other fevcral forts and plantadons ; thougih they were not fo 
fumptuous as our fucceflbrs expefled, they Were better than they provided any for us. 

All 
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Ail this we had but one cai^nter in the country, and three others tfi^ could do 
little, but defired to be learners, two blackfmiths, two failors, and thofe we write la* 
boarers were for mod part footmen, and fuch as they that were adventurers brought 
to attend them, or fuch as they could perfuade to go with them, that never did know 
what a day’s work was, except the Dutchmen and Poles, and fome dozen other ; f(}r 
all the red were poor gentlemen, tradefmen, ferving>men, libertines, and fuch like, ten 
times more dt to fpoil a commonwealth, than either begin one, or but help to m^tain 
one : for when neither the fear of God, nor the law, nor lhame, nor difpleafure of their 
friends, could rule them here, there is fmall hope ever to bring one in twenty of them 
evdr lo be good there. Notwithdanding, I confefs divers amongd them had better 
minds, and grew much more indudrious than was expeded ; yet ten good workmen 
would have done more fubdantial work in a day, than ten of them in a week ; there- 
fore men may rather wonder how we could do fo much, than ufe us fo badly, becaufe 
we did no more, but leave thofe examples to make others beware, and the fruits of all, 
we know not for whom. 

• But to fee the judice of God upon thefe Dutchmen ; Valdo before fpoke of, made a 
ihift to get for England, where perfuading the merchants what rich mines he had found, 
and great fervice he would do them, was very well rewarded, and returned with the 
Lord La Warre ; but being found a mere impodor, he died mod miferably. Adam 
and Francis, his two conforts, were fled again to Powhatan, to whom they promifed, 
at the arrival of my Lord, what wonders they would do, would he Aider them but to 
go to him ; but the King feeing they would be gone, replied. You, that would have 
betrayed Captain Smith to me, will certainly betray me to this great Lord for your 
peace : fo caufed his men to beat out their brains. 

To conclude, the greated honour that ever belonged to the greated monarchs, was 
the enlarging their dominions, and erefting commonwealths. Yet, howfoever any of 
them have attributed to theniAives the conquerors of the world, there is more of the 
world never heard of them, than ever any of them all had in fubjedion ; for the Medes, 
Perfians, and Alfyrians never conquered all Ada, nor the Grecians I)ut part of Europe 
and Afia : the Romans, indeed, had a great part of both, as well as Africa ; but as for 
all the northern parts of Europe and Afia, the interior fouthern and wedem parts of 
Africa, all America and Terra Incognita, they were all ignorant : nor is our knowledge 
yet but fuperAcial : that their beginnings, ending, and limitations, were proportioned 
by the Almighty is mod evident ; but to confider of what fmall means many of them 
have begun is wonderful ; for fome* write that even Rome herfelf, during the reign of 
Romulus, exceotled not the number of a thoufand houfes, and Carthage grew fo great 
a potentate, that at Ard was but encircled in the thongs of a bulls Ikin, as to Aght with 
Rome for the empire of the world. Yea, Venice, at this time the admiration of the 
earth, was at Ard but a marfli, inhabited by poor Alhcrmen ; and likewife Ninevie, 
Thebes, Babylon, Delus, Troy, Athens, Mycena, and Sparta, grew from fmall begin- 
nings to be mod Aunous dates, though now they retain little more than a naked name. 
Now thb our young commonwealth, in Virginia, as you have read, once confided but of 
thirty>cight perfons, and in two years increafed but to two hundred ; yet by this fmall 
means, fo highly was approved the plantation in Virginia, as how many lords, with worthy 
knights, and brave gentlemen, pretended to fee it, and fome did, and now after the 
expence of Afteen years more, and fuch inafly fums of men and money, they grow dif- 
animated. If we tr|dy conAder our proceedings with the Spaniards^ and the red, we 
have no reafon to d^pair, for widi fo fmall Charge, they never had either greater dif- 
coveries, with fuch certain trials of more ihvcral commodities, than in this Aiort time 
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hath been returned from Virginia, and by much lefs means. New England was brought 
out of obfeurity, and afforded freight for near two hundred fail of (hips where there is 
now erected a brave plantation. For the happinefs of Summer Ifles, they are no left 
than either, and yet thofe have had a far lefs and a more difficult beginning than either 
Rome, Carthage, or Venice. 

Written by Richard Pots, clej^k of the council, William TAMKARl^i! 
and O. P« 


BOOK IV. 

TO make plain the true proceedings of the hiftory for 1 609, we muft foHow the 
examinations of Dr. Simons, and two learned orations publilhed by the Company ; 
with the relation of the Right Honourable the Lord De la Ware. 


Wliat happened in the firji Government after the Alteration in the Time of Captain George 

Picrcic, their Governor. 

THE day before Captain Smith returned for England with the fliips. Captain Davis 
arrived in a fmall pinnace, with fomc fixtecn proper men mort ; to tlicfe were added 
a company from James Town, under the command of Captain John Sickelinore, alias 
Ratcliffc, to inhabit Point Comfort. Captain Martin and Captain Weft, having loft 
their boats and near half tb<?ir men among the favages, were returned to James Town ; 
for the favages no fooncr undcrllood Smith was gone, but they ail revolted, and did 
fpoil and murder all they encountered. Now we wore all conurained to live only on 
that Smith had only for his own company, for the reft had confumed their propor- 
tions, and now they had twenty prefidents, with all their appurtenances : Mr. Piercie, 
our new prcfidcnt, was fo fick he could neither go nor ftaiid. But ere all was con- 
fumed, Captain Weft and Captain Sickelmore, each with a fmall fliip, and thirty or 
forty men well appointed, fought abroad to trade. Sickelmore. upon the confidence 
of Powhatan, with about thirty others as carelefs as himfelf, were all (lain, only Jeffrey 
Shortridge efcaped, and Pokahontas, the King’s daughter, fiived a boy called Henry 
^ilman, that lived many years after, by her means, amongft the i^atawomekes. 
Wwhatan, ftill as he found means, cut ofl' their boats, denied them trade, fo that 
Captain Weft fet fail for England. Now we all fopnd the lofs of Captain Smith, yea, 
his greateft maligners could now curie his lofs. As for corn, provifion, and contribu- 
tion from the favages, we had nothing but mortal wounds, with clubs and arrows ; as 
for our hogs, hens, goats, fheep, horfc, or what lived, our commanders, officers, 
and 'favages daily confumed them ; fomc fmall proportions fometimes we tafted, till all 
was devoured ; then fwords, arms, pieces, or any thing, we tradt'd with the favages, 
whofe cruel fingers were fo oft imbrued in our bloods, that what by their cruelty, our 
governor’s indiferetion, and the lofs of our (hips, of five hundred within fix months 
after Captain Smith’s departure, there remained not paft fixty men, women, and chil- 
dren, moft miferabhi and poor creatures ; and thofe were prcfervtd for the moft part 
by roots, herbs, acorns, walnuts, berries, now and then a little fifli : they that had 
ftarch in thefe extremities made no fmall ufe of it ; yea, eventhe very (kins of our horfes ; 
nay, fo great was our famine, that a favage we llcw and buried, the poorer fort took 
* him up again and eat him, and fo did div^ one another, boiled a||d Itcwed with roots 
and herbs: and one amongft the reft did mil his wife, powdered her, and had eaten 
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paxi of her before it was KBbwn, for which he was executed, as he well dderved ; 
now whether (he washt^lter^roalled, boiled, or carbonadoed, 1 know not, but of fuch 
a i difli as powdered mfe I never heard of. This was that time, which ftill to diis day . 
wfP tailed the llarving time ; it were too vile to (ay, and fcarce to be believed what we 
endured : but the occahon was our own, for want of providence, induftry, and go- 
«i^mcnt, and not the barrennefs and defeat of the country, as is generally fuppofed $ 
then in three years, for the numt>ers were landed. ^s, we had never from 
England provifion fumcient for lix months, though it feemed by the^ bills of lading 
fufScient was font iis, fuch a glutton is the Tea, and fuch good fellows the mariners, 
we as little tailed of the great proportion font us, as they of our want and miferies ; 
yet hotwithftanding they ever over-fwayed a^d ruled the bulinefs, though we endured 
^1 that i^aid, and chiefly' lived on what tms good country naturally afforded ; yet 
had we been even in paradife itfelf with thefe governors, it would not have been much 
better with us ; yet there was amongll us, who had they had the government as Cap- 
tain Smith appointed, but that they could not maintainit, w'ould furely have kept us 
from thofe extremities of miferies. This in ten days more would ha^ fupplanted us 
dll with death. • 

But God, that would not this country fhould be unplanted, fent Sir Thomas 
Gates and Sir George Sommers, with one hundred and fifty people, moft happily 
preferved by the Bermuefos to preferve us : (Irange it is to fay, how miraculoufly they 
were preferved in a leaking fhip, as at large you may read in the enfuing hiflory of 
thofe iflands. 


Tie Government refined to Sir Thomas Cates, i6io. 

WHEN thefe two noble knights did fee our miferies, being but ftrangers in that 
country, and could underfland po more of the caufe, but by conjedlure of our cla» 
tnours and complaints, of accufing and excufing one another : they embarked us with 
themfelves, with the bell means they could, and abandoning James Town, fet fail for 
^England, whereby you may fee the event of the government of the former com* 
noanders left to themfelves j although they had lived there many years, as formerly 
hath been fpoken (who hindered now thdr proceedings. Captain Smith bdng gone). 

At noon they fell to the Ifle of Hogs, and the next mioming to Mulberry Point, at 
what time they dcfCried the long-boat of the Lord La Ware, for God would not have 
it fo abandon^. For this honourable Lord, then governor of the countzy, met them 
with three fhips, exceedingly well fumifhed with all necefiaries fitting, who again 
returned them to the abandoned James Town. 

Out of the obfervadons of William Simmons, Doflor of Divinity. 


'Ihe Government devolved to the Lord La Ware, 

l^S LORDSHIP arrived the ninth of June, 1610, accompanied with Sir Ferdinando 
Wdynman, Captain Houlcroft, Captain I.awfon, and divers other gentlemen of fort ; 
the 10th he came up with his fleet, went on Ihore, heard <a fermon, read his commif- 
fion, and entered into{confultation for the good of the colony, in which fecret council we 
will a little leave them, that wc may duly obferve the revealed counfel of God. He that 
(ball but turn up his %e, and behold the fpan^led canopy of heaven, or foaU but caft 
down^is eye, and confider the embroidered ca^^«f the eartbyand witl:^ fliall mark how 
roL. xiiL p the 
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the heavens hear the earth, and the earth the com and oil, 9&d they reBeve the necef&ries 
of man, that man will acknowledge God’s infinitefprovidencee but he that (hall fiir-- 
ther obferve, bow God inclineth aU cafual events to work the necelTary help pf^is 
fiiints, myft needs adore the Lord’s infinite goodnefs. Never had any people ii^re 
jufi: caufe to call themfelves at the very footllool of God, and to reverence bis mercy, 
than this diftrelTed colony ; for if God had not fent Sir Thomas Gates from the 
mudas, within four days they had almoft b^p familhed ; if God had not dire^tedme 
heart of that noble knight to fave the fort from firing at their fliipping, for many were 
very importunate to have burnt it, they had been deftitutc of a prefent harbour and 
fuccour ; if they had abandoned the fort any longer time, and had not fo loon re- 
turned, queftionlefs the Indians would have dcllroyed the Fort, whith had been the 
means of our fafeties amongft them, and a terror. If they had fet fail fobner, and 
had launched into the vafl; ocean, who would have promifeil they ihould have encoun- 
tered the fleet of the Lord La Ware, efpecially when they made for Newfoundland, 
as they intended, a courfe contrary to our navy approaching. If the Lord La Ware 
had not brought with him a year’s provifion, what comfort would thofe poor fouls 
have received to have been rclanded to a fccond defirudlion ? .This was the arm of the 
Lord of Hofts, who would have his people pafs the Red Sea and wildernefs, and then 
to poflefs the land of Canaan. It was divinely fpoken of heathen Socrates, “ If God 
for. man be careful, why fhould man be ovcr-diilrullful ? fof he hath fo tempered the 
contrary qualities of the elements. 

That neulier cold things want heat, nor moi'ft things dry, 

Kor fad things fpirits, to quicken them thereby. 

Yet make they mufical content of coiitran'ety. 

Which conquer’d, knits them in fuch links together. 

They do produce even all this whaifocver. 

I’he lord-govemor, after mature deliberation, delivered fome few words to the com- 
pany, laying juft blame upon them for their haughty vanities and fluggilli idlonefs, 
eameflly entreating them to amend thofe defperate follies, led he Ihould be compelled 
to draw the fword of juftice, and to cut off fuch delinquents, which he had rather 
draw, to the Ihedding of his vital blood, to protcQ: them from injuries ; heartening'* 
them with relation oi that ftore he had brought with him, conftituting officers of all 
condidons, to rule over them, allotting every man his particular place, to watch vigi- 
lantly, and work punfully : this oration and diretlion beiiu; received with a general 
applaufe, you might Ihortly behold the idle and. roily difeales of a divided multitude, 
by the unity and authority of this government to ho fubftantially cured. Thofe that 
knew not the way to goodnefs before, but cheriflied Angularity and faction, can now 
chalk out the path of all refpeftive duty and fcrvice : every ntan ondeavourcth to 
outftrip other in diligence : the French preparing to plant the vines, the Englilh 
labouring in the woods and grounds ; every man knoweth his charge, and difehargeth 
the fame with alacrity. Neither let any man be difeouraged, by the relation of their 
daily labour (as though the fap of their bodies Ihould be fpent for other men’s profit) 
the fettled times of working, to effefl; all themfelves, or as the adventurer’s need di^c, 
required no more*pains than from fix of the clock in the morning, until ten, and irom 
two in the afternoon till four, at both which times they are provided of fpiritual and 
<orporal relief. Firft, they enter into the church, and make thdr prayers unto God, 
next they return to their houfes and reedve their proportion o£ food. Nor ihould it 
be conceived that this bufinefs cxcludeth^entlcmen, whofe breJmg never knew what 
9 day’s labour m^t, for though they cannot dig, ufe thefpade, nor praSBe the axe, 

yet 
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yet may die ftmd f|»rhs^6f ai^y coi^tiont find how- to employ the force of knowledge, 
the ^erdfe of council, the operation and power of their beft breeding and qualities. 
TN^ Jicufes which are built, are as- warm and defenfive againit wind and weather, as if 
they were tiled and flated, being covered above with ftrong boards, and fome matted 
round with Indian mats. Our forces are now fuch as are able to tame the fury and 
treachery of the favages : our forts alTure the inhabitants, and fruftrate all aihdlants. 
And to leave no difeouragement in the heart of any, who perfonally fliall enter into 
this great aflion, I will communicate a double comfort ; firft. Sir George Som* 
hiers, that worthy admiral, hath undertaken a dangerous adventure for the good of the 
colony. • 

Upon the 15th of June, accompanied with Captain Samuel Argali, he returned in 
two pipnaces unto the Bermudas, promifing (if by any means God will open a way to 
that ifland of rocks) that he would foon return with fix months provifion of fieih. 
"With much crofs weather at laft he there fafely arrived, but Captain Argali was forced 
back again td James Town, whom the Lord l)e la Ware not long after feat to the river 
of Patawomeke, to trade for corn ; where finding an Engliih boy, one Henry Spil- 
man, a young gentleman well defeended, by thofe people preferved from the fury of 
Powhatan, by his acquaintance had fuch good ufage of thofe kind favages, that they 
freighted iiis (hip with C0191, wherewith he returned to James Town. 

The other comfort is, that the Lord la Ware hath built two new forts, the one 
called Fort Henry, the other Fort Charles, in honour of our moft noble Prince, and 
his hopeful brother, upon a pleafant plain, and near a little rivulet they call South- 
ampton river ; they ftand in a wholefoine air, having plenty of fprings of fweet water, 
they command a great circuit of ground, containing wood, pafiure and marlh, with 
apt places for vines, com and gardens ; in which forts it is refolved, that all thofe that 
come out of England, (hall be at their firfi landing quartered, that the wearifomenels of 
the fea may be refrcflied in this pleafing part of the country, and Sir Thomas Gates 
he fent for England. But to correfi fome injuries of the Pafpabegs, he lent Captain 
Kercie, Mr. Stacy, and fifty or ihrcefcore (hot, where the favages flying, they burnt 
,,their houfes, took the Queen and her children prifoners, whom not long after they 
'flew. 

The fertility of the foil, the temperature of the climate, the form of government, 
the condition of our people, their daily invocating of the name of God being thus 
exprefled, why (hould the fuccefs, by the mles of mortal judgment, be difparaged ? 
why (hould not the rich harveft of o6r hopes be fcafonably expefted ? 1 dare fay, that 
the refolution of Csefar in France, the defigns of Alexander, the difeoveries of Her- 
nando Cortes in the ‘Weft, and of Emanuel King of Portugal in the Eaft, were not 
encouraged upon fo firm grounds of ftate and poffibility. 

But his lordlhip being at the Falls, the favages aflaulted his troops, and flew three or 
four of his men. Not long after, his honour growing veiy fick, he returned for 
England the 28th of March ; in the (hip were about five and fifty men, but ere we 
arrived at Fyall, forty of us were near fick to death, of the feurvy, calenture, and 
other difeafes : the governor, being an Englilhman, k'ndly ufed qs, but fmall relief 
we could get, but oranges, of which we had plenty, whereby within eight days we 
recovered, and all were well and ftrong by that they came into England. 

Written by William Box. 

Thecounfel of Viwinia finding the fmalln^s of that return which theyht^ed (hould 
have defrayed the cnarge of a new fupply, Entered into a deep confultation, whether 
it wei^ fit to enter into a new contribution, or in time to fend for them home, and give 
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•over the afiion* utd thercibre they adjured Sir Thomas Gates to deal plainly mtb 
them, who witha folemn and a fadbed oath replied, ** That all things t^ore^ repcfft^ 
were true, and that all men know that we ihind at the devotion of politic princes Ifeid 
' ftatesi wl^ for their proper utility devife all courfes to grind our merchants, and by 
all pretences to confifcate thdr goods, and to draw from us all manner of gain by their 
inquifitive intentions, when in Virginia, a few years labour, by planting and huibandry, 
will fumifh all our defeats with honour and fecurity.’* 

Out of a'declaration publifhed by the council, i 5io. 

The Government left again to Captain George Picrcie, and the return of the Lord La 

IVarCy with his rclalion to the Council, 

MY LORDS, now by accident returned from my charge at Virginia, contrary* either 
to my ovTi defire, or other men’s expeftations, who fpare not to cenfure me, in point 
of duty, and to difeourfe and'^ueftion the reafon, though they apprehend not the true 
caufe of my return, I am forced out of a willingncfs to fatisfy every man, to deliver unto 
your lordfhips and the reft of this affembly, in what ftate I have lived ever fince my 
arrival to the colony, what hath beat the juft caufe of my fudden departure, and on 
what terms 1 have left the fame, the rather becaufe I perceive, that fince my coming 
into England, fuch a coldncfs and irrefolution is bred in many of the adventurci's, that 
fome of them feek to withdraw their payments, by which the action muft be fupport- 
ed, making this my return colour of their needlcfs backwardnefs and unjult pro- 
tra^ion : which that you may the better underftand, I was welcomed to James Town 
by a violent ague ; being cured of it, within three weeks after I began to be diftem- 
pered with omer grievous ficknefs which fucceflively and feveraliy affailed me, for 
befides a relapfc into the former difeafe, which with much more violence held me more 
than a month, and brought me to greater weaknefs ; the fiux furprized me, and kept me 
many days, then the cramp affaultcd my weak body with ftrong pains, and after, the 
gout j all thofe drew me to that weaknefs, being unable to ftir, brought upon me the 
Icurv)', which though in others it be a ficknefs of fiothfulnefs, yet was it in me an effe£b 
of weaknefs, which never left me, till I was ready to leave the worlil. 

In ♦ thefe extremities I refolved to confult with my friends, who finding nature 
Ipent in me, and my body almoft confumed, my pains likewife daily increafing, gave 
me advice to prefer a hopeful recovery, before an alTured ruin, which mutt neceftarily 
have enfued, had I lived but twenty days longef in Virginia, wanting at that inftant 
both food and phyfic, fit to remedy fuch extraordinary difeafes (wherefore I (hip}icd 
myfelf wtih Doctor Bohun and Captain Argali, for Mevis, in the Weft Indies, but 
being crolTcd with foutherly winds, I was forced to lhape my courfe for the Weftern 
Ifles, where I found help for my health, and my ficknefs affuaged, by the means of 
frtlh diet, efpecially oranges and lemons, an undoubted remedy for that difeafe : then 
I intended to have returned back agtun to Virginia, but I was advifed not to hazard ‘ 
myfelf, before I had perfectly recovered my ftrength : fo I came for England, in which 
accident, I doubt not but men of judgment will imagine, there would more prejudice 
have Iiappencd by my death there, than I hope can do by my return . 

For the colony I left it to the charge of Captain George Pierde, a gentleman of 
honour and refolution, until the coming of Sir Thomas Dale, whofe commiftion was 
likewife to be determined upon the arrival of Sir Thomas Gabes, according to the 
order your Lordfhips appointed : the number I left were about Mo hundred, the moft 
in health, ana provided of at leaft ten momhs visuals, and the country people .trafl;- 

abfo 



SM1TB*S ViaoiMlA. 


109 

able and fnendly. What other d^e£is they had, I found by Sir Thomu Gates a't the 
Gowes ; his fleet was fuffidently^fucoiflied witb>fupplies, but when it fliall pleafe God 
Sir Thomas Dale and Sir Thomas Gates lhall arrive in Virginia with the extfa* 
ordinary fupply of one hundred kine, and two hundred fwine, bcfides fbre of other 
provifion, for the maintenance of the colony, there will appear that fuccefs in the 
afdon, as fliall give no man caufe of diftruft, that hath already adventured, but encourage 
every good mind to further fo good a work, as will redound both,ro the glory of God, 
to the credit of our nation, and the comfort of all thole that have been inflruments in 
the furthering of it.*’ 

Out of the Lord La Ware’s difeourfe, publilhed by authority, 1611. 

Th$ Government fttrrendered to Sir Thomas DaUf who arrived in Virginia the loth rf 

May 161 1. Out of Mr. Hamor's Book. 

BEFORE the Lord La Ware arrived in England, flie council and company h|d dif- 
patched away Sir Thomas Dale with three fliips, men and cattle, and all other provi- 
lions neceffary for a’year j all which arrived well the loth of May 1611, where he 
found them growing again to their former ftate of penury, being fo improvident as not 
to put com in the ground for their bread, but trufled to the ftore, then fumilhed but 
with three months provifion ; his firll care therdFpre was to employ all hands about 
fetting of corn, at the two forts at Kecoughtan, Henry and Charles, whereby the 
feafoH then not fully paft, though about the end of May, we had an indifferent crop of 
good com. 

This bufmefs taken order for, and the care and truft of it committed to his under- 
cfficcrs, to James Town he haftened, where moll of the company were at their daily 
and ufual works, bowling in the Areets ; thefe he employed about neceflaiy works, as 
felling of timber, repairing tbeir houfes ready to fall on their heads, and providing 
pales, poAs and mils, to impale his propofed new' town, which by reafon of his ignorance, 
being but newly arrived, he had not rclblved where to feat ; therefore to better his 
knowledge, with one hundred men he fpent fome time in viewing the river of Naufa- 
inund, in defpite of the Indians then our enemies; then our own river to the Falls, 
where upon a high land, environed with the main river, fome twelve miles from the 
Falls, by Arfahattock, he refolved to plant his new town. * 

It was no fmall trouble to reduce his people fo timely to good order, being of fo ill a 
condition, as may well witnefs his*fecurity and Arift imprinted b(>ok of articles, then 
needful with all extremity to be executed : now much mitigated ; fo as if his laws had 
not been fo Arictly executed, I fee not how the utter fubverfion of the colony fliould 
have been prevented, witnefs Webbe’s and Price’s defign the ArA year, fince that of 
Abbot’s, and others, more dangerous than the former. Here 1 entreat your patience 
for an apology, though not a pardon. 'I'his Jeffrey Abbots, however this author 
cenfures him, and the governor executes him, 1 know he had long ferved both in 
Ireland and Netherlands ; here he was a ferjeant of my company, and I never faw in 
Virginia a more fufficient foldier, lefs turbulent, a better wit, more h^srdy or induAri- 
ous, nor any more forward to cut off them that fought to abalidon the country, or 
WFdsw the colony ; how ungratefully thofe deferts might be rewarded, envied, or neg- 
le&e <4 or his far inferiors preferred to over-top him, I know not, but fuch occafions 
might movea ftunu much more a man, to an unadvifed paUIonate impatience; but how- 
ever, it feems he lath been puniflied for his offences, that was never rewarded for his 
lielerts. And even thisfummer Cole and Katchins plot with three more, bending their 
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cburfe to Ocanahowan, five days journey from us, where they report, are Spaniards 
inhabiting. Thefe were cut off by the favages, hiredf by us to hunt them home ^ 
receive their deferts: fo as Sir Thomas Dale hath not been fo tyrannous nor fevere’by 
the half, as there was occailon and juft caufe for it, and though the manner was jiot 
ufual, we were rather to have regard to thofe, whom we would have terrified and 
made fearful to commit the like offences, than to the offenders juftly condemned, for 
amongil them fo hardened in evil, the fear of a cruel, painful, and unufual death more 
reftrains them, than death itfelf. Thus much I have proceeded of his endeavours, 
until the coming of Sir Thomas Gates, in preparing himfelf to proceed as he 
intended. , 

Now in England again to fecond this noble knight, the council and company with all 
poffible expedition prepared for Sir Thomas Gates fix tall fhips, with three hundred 
men, and one hundred kine and other cattle, with ammunition and all other manner of 
provifion that could be thought needful ; and about the ift or 2 nd of Auguft i6n, 
arrived fafely at Janies Town. 


The Government returned again to Sir Thomas Gates ^ i6n, 

THESE worthy knights being met, after their welcome falutatjons. Sir Thomas Dale 
acquainted him what he had done,«aiui what he intended, which defign Sir Thomas 
Gates well approving, furnilhed him with three hundred and fifty men, fuch as himfelf 
made choice of. In the beginning of September i6i i, he fet fail, and arrived where 
he intended to build his new town : within ten or twelve days he had environed it with 
a pale, and in honour of our noble Prince Henry, called it Henrico. The next work 
he did, was building at each comer of the town, a high commanding watch-houfe, a 
church, and ftore-houfes ; which finilhed, he began to think upon convenient hoiifcs for 
himfelf and men, which, with all polliblcfpecd he could, he effected, to the great content 
of his company, and all the colony. 

This town is fituated upon a neck of a plain rifing land, three parts environed with 
the main river, the neck of land well impaled, makes it like an ifle ; it hath three ftreets 
of well framed houfes, a handfomc church, and the foundation of a better laid, to be 
built of Jjrick, befidcs florc-houfcs, watch-houfes, and fuch like: upon the verge of 
1 ^ river there are five houfes, wherein live the honefter fort of people, (as farmers in 
Imgland) and they keep continual centinel for the town’s fecurity. About two miles 
from the town, into the main, is another pale, near 'two miles in length, from river to 
river, guarded with feveral commanders, with a good quantity of corn-ground impaled 
fufficiently fecured to maintain more than I fuppofe will come this three years. 

On the other fide of the river, for the fecurity of the town, is intended to be impaled 
for the fecurity of ottr hogs, about two miles and a half, by the name of Hope in Eaith, 
and Coxendale, fecured by five of our manner of forts, which are but palifadocs, called 
Charity Fort, Mount Malado, a gueft houfe for fick people, a high feat and wholefome 
air, Elizabeth Fort, and Fort Patience: and here hath Mr. Whitaker chofen his parfo- 
nage, impaled a fiiir framed parfonage, and one hundred acres called Rockc-hall, but 
thefe arc not half finilhed. 

About Chrifimas following in this fame year i6i i, in regard of the injury done us 
by them of Apamatuck, Sir Thomas Dale, without the lofs of any, except fome few 
faya^es, took it and their com, being but five miles by .land fronv-Henrico, and con- 
fidering how commodious it might be for u$, refolved to ppffefs and plant it, and at 
the huicaat called it the New Bermudas, whereunto he hath laid out and aimexed to 

c thr* 



smith’s VlItOlMlA. 


lit 


the belonging freedom and corporation for ever, many miles of champaign and Wood- 
land ground in'feveral hundreds^ as the upper, and nether hundreds, Rochdale hun- 
dred, Weft Sherly hundred, and Dig’s hundred. In the nether hundred he firft began 
to plant, for there is the moft com ground, and with a pale of two miles, cut over 
from river to river, whereby we have fecurcd eight F.nglifli miles in compafs ; upon 
which circuit, within half a mile of each other, are many fair houfes already built, 
beftdes particular men’s houfes near to the number of fifty. Rochdale, by a crofs pale 
well nigh four miles lung, is alfo, planted with houfes along the pale, in which hun- 
dred our hogs and cattle have twenty miles circuit to graze in fecurely. The building 
of the city is referred till our harveft be in, which he intends to make a retreat againft 
any ^reign eftemy. 

About fifty miles from thefe is James Town, upon a fertile peninfula, which 
although formerly fcandalcd for an unhealthful air, we find it as healthful as any 
other part of the country ; it hath two rows of houfes of framed timber, and fome of 
them two ftorics, and a garret higher, three large^ ftor^ioufcs joined together in 
length, and he hath newly ftrongly impaled the town. Ims Me, and much gi'ound 
about it, is much iivliabitcd : to Kecoughtan we.accounted it forty miles, where they 
live well with half that allowance the reft have from the ftore, becaufe of the extraor- 
dinary quantity of fifh, fowl, and deer, as you may read at large in the difeoveries of 
Captain Smith. And* thus I have truly related jinto you the prefent eftate of that 
fmall part of Virginia wc frequent and poflefs. ^ ' 

Since there was a (hip freighted with provifion and forty men ; and another fince 
then’with the like number and provifion, to ftay twelve months in the countiy with 
Captain Argali, which was fent not long after. After he had recreated and reireftied 
his company, he was fent to the river Patawomeke to trade for com, the favages 
about us having fmall quarter, but friends and fees as they found advantage and 
opportunity : but to conclud^e our peace, thus it happened. Captain Argali having 
entered into a great acquaintWe with lapazaws, an old friend of Captain Smith’s, and 
fo to all our nation, ever fince he difeovered the country : hard by him there was 
'Pocahontas, whom Captain Smith’s relations entitled the nonpareil of Virginia, and 
though Ihc bad been many times a preferver of him and the whole colony, yet till this 
accident flie was never feen at James Town fince his departure, being at Patawomeke, 
as it feems, thinking herfelf unknoivn, was cafily by her friend lapazaws, perfuaded to 
go abroad with him and his wife to fee the Ihip, for Captain Argali had promifed him a 
copper kettle to bring her but to Jiim, promifing no way to hurt her, but keep her till 
they could conclude a peace with her father ; the favage for this copper kettle would 
have done any thing it feemed by the relation, for though fhe had feen and been in 
many Ihips, yet he caufed his wife to fain how defirous fhe was to fee one, and that 
he ottered to beat her for her importunity till fhe wept. But at laft he told her if 
Pocahonttis would go with her, he was content: and thus they betrayed the poor 
iimocent Pocahontas aboar*d, where they were all kindly feafted in the cabin, bpa- 
zaws treading often on the captain’s foot, to remember he had done his part, the cap- 
tain when he faw his time, perfuaded Pocahontas to the gun-room, feigning to have 
fome conference with lapazaws, which was only that fhe fhould not perceive he- was 
any way guilty of her captivity : fo fending for her again, he told her before her 
friends fhe inuft go with him, and compound peace betwixt her country and us, before 
fhe ever fhould fee Powhatan, whereat the old Jew and his wife began to howl and cry 
as fall: as Pocahontas, that upon the capuun’s fair perfuaftons, by degrees pacifying 
herfelf, and lapazaws aoid his wife with the ketUc and other toys, w^t merrily on 
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fliorc, and flie to lames Town. A meffenger forthwith was font to her &ther, that 
his daughter Pocahontas he loved fo dearly, he mudf ranfoui with our men, fwords, 
piect's, tools, &;c. he treacherouily had ftolen. 

This unwelcome new's much troubled Powhatan, becaufe he loved both his daughter . 
and our commodities well, yet it was three months after ere he returned us any 
anfwer ; then by the perfuaHon of the council, he returned feven of our men, witii 
each of them an unferviceable muiket, and fent us word that when we would deliver 
his daughter, he would make us fatisfaftion for all injuries done us, and give us five 
hundred buflicls of corn, and for ever be friends with us. That he fent we received 
in part of payment, and returned him this anfwer, that his daughter fliould be wejl 
ufed, but we could not bpliovc the reft of our arms were eithdi* loft or ftoI^n from him, 
and therefore till he fent them we would keep his daughter. 

This anfw'er h feemed much difplcafcd him, for we heard no more from him a long 
time after, when with Captain Argali’s fliip, and fome other vcffels belonging to the 
colony, Sir Thomas Dale*, with a hundred and fifty men well appointed, W'ent up into 
his own river, to his chief habitation with his daughter ; with many fcornful bravadoes 
they affronted us, proudly demanding why we came thither; oun reply was, we had 
brought his daughter, and to receive the ranfom for her that was promifed or to have 
it perforce. They nothing difmayed thereat, told us we were welcome if we came 
to fight, fcrc they were provided for but advifed us, if we loVed our lives to retire, 
clfe they would ufe us as they had done Captain Ratliffe : we told them we would 
prefently have a better aufwer, but we were no fooncr within Ihot of the fhore than 
they let fly their arrows among us in the fhip. * ' 

Being thus juftly provoked, we prefently manned our boats, went on fhore, burned 
all their 'houfes, and fpoiled all they had we could fmd, and fo the next day proceeded 
higher up die river, where they demanded why we burnt their houfes, and we why 
they fliot at us ; they replied, it was fome ftraggling favage, with many other excufes, 
they intended no hurt, but were our friends ; we told them we came not to hurt them, 
but vifit them as friends alfo. Upon this we concluded a peace, and forthwith they 
difpatched meflengers to Powhatan, whofe anfwer, they told us, we muft expefl four- 
and'twenty hours ere the meflfengers could return : then they told us our men were 
run away for fear we would hang them, yet Powhatan’s men were run after them ; as 
fo^our fwords and pieces, they Ihould be brought us the next day, which was only 
blit to delay time, for the next day they came not. Then we went higher to a houfe 
ef Powhatan’s, called Matchot, where we faw about four hundred men well appointed ; 
here they dared us to come on fhore, which we did ; no ihew of fear they made at all, 
nor oflFered to refill our lapding, but walking boldly up and down amongft us, 
demanded to confer with our captain, of his coming in that manner, and to have truce 
till they could but onc,e more fend to their king to xnow his pleafure, which if it were 
not agreeable to their expedadon, then thc^ would fight with us, and defend their 
own as they could, which was but only to defer the dme to carry away their provifion; 
yet we promifed them truce dll the next day at noon, and then if they would fight 
with us, they Ihould know when we would begin by our drums and trumpets. 

Upon this promife,' two of Powhatan’s fons came unto us to fee thdr filter, at whofe 
fight, feeing her well, though they heard to the contrary, they much rejoiced, pro- 
jonifing they would perfuade her &ther to redeem her, and for ever be friends with us. 
And upon this, the two brethren went on board with us, and we fent Mr. John Rolfe 
and M^. Sparkes to Powhatan, to acquaint him with the Buiinefs; kindly they were 
anterfi^ed, but not adoutted the prefence of Powhatan, but they fpoke with Opechau- 
' ^ canough. 
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canough, his brother and fuceeifor : he promifed to do the bell he could to Powhatan, 
all might be well. So it being April, and time to prepare our ground, and fet our com, 
we returned to James Town, promiiing the forbearance of their performing their pro- 
mife till the next harveft. 

Long before this, Mr. John Rolfe, an honell gentleman, and of good behaviour, had 
been hi love with Pocahontas, and Ihe with him, which thing at that inftant 1 made 
' known to Sir Thomas Dale, by a lettiT from him, wherein he intreated his advice, and- 
Ihe acquainted her brother with it, which refolution Sir Thomas Dale well approved ; 
the bruit of this marriage came foon to the knowledge ofPow'hatan, a thing acceptable 
to him, as appeyed by his fudden confent ; for within ten days, he fent Opachifeo, an 
old uncle of licrs, and two of his fons, to fee the manner^F the marriage, and to do in 
that behalf what they were requefted, for the confirniaiion thereof, as his deputy ; 
wbicli was accordingly done about the firfl. of April ; and ever fince tve have had 
friendly trade and commerce, as tvell with Powhatan himfelf as all his fubjefts. 

Befidcs this, by the means of Powhatan, we became in league with our next neigh- 
bours, the Chicahiinianias, a lufty and a daring people, free of themfelves. Thefc 
people, fo foon as they heard of our peace with Powhatan, fent two melTengers with 
prefents to Sir Thomas Dale, and offered them his fervice, excufing all former injuries, 
liereafter they would evcj/’ be King James’s fubjefts, and relinquilh the name of Chicka- 
hamania, to be called TairautelTus, as they call us, and Sir Thomas Dale their governor, 
as the King’s deputy ; only they dcfired to be governed by their own laws, which is 
eight of.thcir ciders as his fubftitutes. This offer he kindly accepted, and appointed the 
day he would com^o vifit them. 

When the appoinfed-tfay came. Sir Thomas Dale and Captain Argali, with fifty 
men, well appointed, went to Chickahamania, where we found the people expefting our 
coming ; they ufed u$ kindly, and the next morning fat in council, to conclude their 
peace upon thefc conditions ; • 

Firft, they fliould for ever be called Englifhmen, and be true fubjefls to King James 
and his deputies. 

Secondly, neither to kill nor detain any of our men, nor cattle, but bring them home. 

Thirdly, to be always ready to fumifli us with three hundred men, agau^ the Spa- 
niards, or any. 

Fourthly, they fhall not enter our towns, but fend word they are new Englifhmen. 

Fifthly, that every fighting man, at the beginning of harveft, lhall bring to our ftore 
tw'o bufhcls of com, for tribute, for which they lhall receive fo many hatchets. 

Laftly, the eight chief men Ihould fee all this performed, or receive the punifhment 
themfelves ; for their diligence they fliould have a red coat, a copper chain, and King 
James’s pifturo, and be accounted his noblemen. 

All this they cojicludcd with a general aflent, and a great lliout to confirm it ; then 
one of the old men began an oration, bending his fpeech firft to the old men, then to 
the young, and then to the women and children, to make them underftand how 
ftriSly they were to obferve thefe conditions, and we would defend them from the fury 
of Powhatan, or r.ny enemy whatfoever, and furnifli them with copper, beads, and 
hatchets ; but all this was rather for fear Powhatan and we, being Yo linked together, 
would bring them again to his fubjeftion ; the which to prevent, they did rather choofc 
to be piroteded by us, than tormented by him, whom they held a tyrant. And thus 
we returned again to Janies l^wn. 

When our p^le were fed but of the commion ftore, and laboured jointly together, 
glad was he conld flip ftfoiri his labour, ot Humber over his talk he cared not how, nay, 
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the' mod hoQefl; atn<^gd, them would, hardly take fo much true j^s in a wcfek* aa 
now for themiely^ they will do in a day ; nathercared they for the" increafe, pre* 
fuming that howfoerer the harved prolpered, the general dore mud maintain them, fo> 
that we reaped not fo much corn from the labours of thirty, as now three or four do 
provide d>r themfelves. To prevent which, Sir Thomas Dale hath allotted every man- 
three acres of clear grotmd, in the nature of dirms, except the Bermudas, who are ex- 
empted, but for one month’s fervicc in the year, which mud neither be in feed-time 
hor harved ; for which doing, no other duty they pay yearly to the dore, but two 
barrels, and a half of corn (from all thofe farmers, whereof the fird was William Spence, 
an honed, valiant, and an indudrious man, and hath continued firom 1607 to this pro- 
fent,) from thofe is expected fuch a contribution to the dore, as we IhaTl neither want 
tor ourfelves, nor to entertain our fupplies ; for the red, they are to work eleven 
months for the dore, and hath one month only allowed them to get provifion to 'keep 
them for twelve, except two bufhels of corn they have out of the dore ; if thofe can 
live fo, why fliould any fear darving ; and it were much better to deny them paffage, 
that would not ere they come, be content to engage themfelves to thofe conditions : for 
only from the flothful and idle drones, and none clfe, hath fprung* the manifold imputa- 
tions 'Virginia innocently hath undergone ; and therefore I would deter fuch from coming 
here, that cannot well brook labour, except they will undergo much puniihmcnt and 
penury, if they efcape the feurvy ; but for the indudrious, thert: is a reward fudicient ; 
and if any think there is nothing l}ut bread, 1 refer you to his relations that difeovered 
the country drd. 

The Government left to Sir Thomas Dale, upon Sir Thomas Gates's Return for England* 

SIR Thomas Dale underdanding there wits a plantation of Frenchmen in the north 
part of Virginia, about the degrees of 45, fent Captain Arpll to ftrt Royal and Santa 
Crux, where finding the Frenchmen abroad, difperfed in the woods, furprifed their • 
diip and pinnace, which was but newly come from France, wherein was much good ap- 
parel, and other provifion, which he brought to James Town, but the men efcaped, and 
lived among the favages of thofe countries. 

It pleafed Sir Thomas Dale, before my return to England, becaufe I would be able 
t^peak fomewhat of my own knowledge, to give me leave to vifit Powhatan and his 
court ; being provided, 1 had Thomas Savage with me for my interpreter j with him, 
and two favages for guides, I went from the Beripuda in the morning, and came to 
Matchet the next night, where the King lay upon the river of Pamaunke ; his entertain- 
ment was drange to me ; the boy he knew well, and told him, “ My child, I gave you 
leave, being my boy, to go fee your friends, and thefe four years I have not feen you, 
nor heard of my own man Namoutack, 1 fent to England, though many fhips fince have 
been returned thence.” Having done with him, he began with me, and demanded 
for the chain of pearl he fent his brother Sir 1 homas Dale, at his fird arrival, which 
was a token betwixt them, whenever he diould fend a meflengerfrom himfelf to him, 
he Ihould wear that chain about his neck, fince the peace was concluded, otberwife he 
was to bind him, and fend him home. 

It is true, Sir Thomas Dale had fent him fuch word, and gave his page order to give 
it me, but he forgot it, and till this prefem I never heard of it ; yet I replied 1 did know 
there was fuch an order, but that was when upon a fudden he fiiould have occafion to 
find an Englilhman without an Indian guide *, but if his olm people Ihould conduA his 
me&nger, as two of his did me, who knew my me&ge, it was fuffident ; with 
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'’Whjch he cpnitented, (b condufled us tx> his houfe, where was a guard 
of two hundted boW'Dien^ that always attend his perfon. The iirlt thing he did, he of- 
fered tne a pipe of tobacco, then ;^ed me how his brother Sir Thomas Dale did, and 
hi^ daughter, aUd unknown fon, and how they lived, loved, and liked. I told him his 
brother was well, and his daughter fp contented, Ihe would not live again with him f 
wher^t he laughed, and demanded the caufe of my coming. I told him my meflage 
was private, and I was to deliver it only to himfelf and Papafchicher, one of my guides 
that was acquainted with it ; inflantly he commanded all out of the houfe, but only his 
two Queens, that always lit by him ; and bade me fpeak on. 

htold him, by my interpreter. Sir Thomas Dale hath fent you two pieces of copper, 
live firings of white and blue beads, five wooden combs, ten fifh-hooks, a pair of 
kniv^, and that when you would fend for it, he would ^ve you a grind flone. Ail this 
pleafed him : but then 1 told him his brother Dale, hearing of the fame of his youngeft 
daughter, dcflring in any cafe he would fend her by me unto him, in tellimony of his 
love, as well fur that he intended to marry her, as the defire her filler had tor fee her, 
■becaufc being now one people, and he defirous for ever to dwell in his country, he 
conceived there could not be a truer alTurance of peace and friendfhip, than infuch a 
natural band of an united union. 

I needed not entreat his anfwer by his oft interrupting me in my ipeech ; and pre- 
fently with much gravity be thus replied: 

I gladly accept your falute of love and peace, which while I live, I fhall exaftly 
keep } his pledges thereof I receive with no lefs thanks, although they are not fo ample 
as formerly he had received: but for my daughter, I have fold her within this few days 
to a great Werowance, for two bulhels of rawrenoke, three days journey from me.” I 
replied, I knew his greatnefs in refloring the rawrenoke ; might call her again to 
gratify his brother, aim the rather, becaufe fhe was but twelve years old; afluring hini, 
befides the band of peace, he fhould have for her three times the worth of .the 
rawrenoke in beads, copper, hatchets, &c. His anfwer was, he loved his daughter as 
his life; and though he had many children, he delighted in none fo much as fhe, whom 
if he fliould not often behold, he could not poflibly live, which fhe living with us he 
could not do. Having refolved upon no terms to put himfelf into our hands, or come 
amongfl us, therefore defired me to urge him no further, but return his brother this 
anfwer : that, ** I defire no firmer alTurancc of his friendfhip than the promife he hath 
made : from me he hath a pledge, opc of my daughters, which fo long as fhe lives fhall 
be fuSicient, when fhe dies, he ihall have another : I hold it not a brotherly part to 
defire to bereave me of my two children at once. Farther, tell him, though he had no 
pledge at all, he need not diflrufl any injury from me or my people ; there have been 
too many of his men and mine flain, and by my occafion there fhall never be more, 
(I, which have power to perform it, have faid it^ although I fhould have juft caufe, for 
1 am now old, and would gladly end my days m peace : if you offer me injury, my 
country is large enough to go from you : thus much I hope will farisfy my brother. 
Now becaufe you are weary, and I flecpy, we will thus end.** So conunanding us 
viflualsand lodging, we rcfled that night ; and the next morning he came to vilit us, 
and kindly conduced us to the bell cheer he had. William Parker. 

While I here remained, by chance came an Englifhman, whom there had been fur- 
prifed three years ago at Henry, grown fo like, both in complemon and habit 
like a favage, I knew him nbl^ut by his tongue : he defired me to procure his liberty, 
which I intended, and fo urged Powhatan, that he grew difeontented, and told me, 
yon have one of roy daifghters, and 1 am content ; but you cannot fee one of your men 
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with me, but you muft have him away, or break friendfliip ; if you muft needs have 
him, you ihall go home without guides, and if any evil befidl you, thank yourfelves : I 
told him I would, but if I returned not well, he muft expeft a revenge; and his brother 
might have juft caul'e to fufpea him. So in pallioh heleft me till fupper, and then gave 
me fuch as he had with a cheerful countenance : about midnight he awaked us, and 
promifed in the morning my return with Parker : but I muft remember his brother to 
fend him ten great pieces of copper, a {ha\ung-knife, a frow, a grind ftone, a net, fifli- 
hooks, and fuch toys ; which left I Aould forget, he caufed me write in a table-book he 
had; however he got it, it was a fair one; I defired he would give it me ; he told me no, 
it did him much good in Ihewing to ftrangers ; yet in the morning when we departed, 
having furniflied us well with provifion, he gave each of us a buck’s (kift as well drelTed 
as could be, and fent two more to his fon and daughter : and fo we returned to 
James Town. 

Written by Mr. Ralph Hamok. and John Rolph. 

I have read the fubftance of this relation in a letter written by Sir Thomas Dale, 
another by Mr. Whitaker, and a third by Mr. John Rolfe, how careful they were to 
inftru6: her in chriftianity, and how capable and defirous Ihe was thereof; after flie had 
befti fome time thus tutored, Ihe never had dclire to go to her father, nor could well 
endure the fociety of her own nation ; the true afteftion ..ihe conftantly bore her 
hulband was much ; and the ftrangc apparitions and violent paiTions he endured for her 
love, as he deeply protefted, was wonderful ; and Ihe openly renounced her country’s 
idolatry, confefted the faith of Chrift, and was baptized, but either the coldnefs of the 
adventurers, or the bad ufage of that was collefted, or both, caufed this worthy knight 
to write thus: ** Oh why Ihould fo many princes and noblemen engage thcmfelves,and 
thereby intermeddling herein, have caufed a number of fouls tranlport thcmfclves, and 
be tranfported hither ? Why Ihould they, I fay, relinquilh this ft glorious an adtion : 
for if their ends be to build God a church, they ought to pcrfevcrc ; if otherwife, yet 
their honour engageth them to be conftant ; howlbevcr they ftand afledod, here is 
enough to content them. Thefc are the things have animated me to ftay a little fcafon 
from them, I am bound in confcience to return unto ; leaving all contenting pleafures 
and mundall delights, to refide here with much turmoil, which I will rather do than 
fee God’s glory diminlflicd, my King and country diflionoured, and thefe poor fouls 1 
Jiave in charge revived, which would quickly happen if I Ihould leave them ; fo few I 
have with me fit to command or manage the bufinefs : Mr. Whitaker, their preacher, 
coinplaineth, and much raufeth, that fo few of ou/Englifli minifters, that were fo hot 
againft the furplicc and fubfeription come Inthcr, where neither is fpoken of. Do they 
not wilfully hide their talents, or keep themfelvcs at home, for fear of lofing a few 
pleafures ; be there not any among them of Mofes’s mind, and of the apoftlcs, that 
forfook all to follow Chrift ? but 1 refer them to the Judge of all hearts, and to the 
King that fhall reward every one according to his talent. 

From Virginia, June i8, 1614* 

The bufinefs being brought to this perfedion. Captain Argali returned for England 
in the latter end of June 1614, arriving in England, and bringing thefe good tidings to 
the council and company by the afilftances of Sir Thomas Gates, that alfohad returned 
from Virginia but the March before; it was prcfently. concluded, that to fupplv 
this good fuccefs with all expedition, the flanding ^ery Ihould bo drawn with 
all diligent conveniency, and that pofterity may remenwr upon occafion to ufe the 
like according to the declaration, I think it not amifs to remember thus much. 
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The Contents of the Declmratien of the Lottery publijhed by the CouneiU 

IT is apparent to the world, by how many former proclamations, we manifefted Qur 
intents to have drawn out the great Handing lottery long before this, which not idling 
out as we defired,'and others expedted, whofe monies are adventured therein, we 
thought good, therefore, for the avoiding all unjuH and finifter conHrudlions, to re- 
folvc the doubts of all indifferent minded, in three fpecial points for their better fatit 
fadion. 

But ere 1 go any further, let us remember there was a running lottery ufed n long, 
time in St. Paul’s Church-yard, where this flood, that brought into the treafury good 
fums of money daily, though the lot was but fmall. 

lliTow for the points : the Arfl is, for as much as the adventurers came in fo flackly 
for the year pafl, without prejudice to the generality, in lofing the blanks and prizes, 
we were forced to petition to the Honourame Lords, who out of their noble care to 
further this plantation, have recommended their letters to the countries, cities, and 
good towns in Englmd, which w'e hope by fending in their voluntary adventurers will 
fufficiently fupply us. 

The fecond, tor fatisfadion to all honeft well affeded minds, is, that though this 
expedation anfwer noj our hopes, yet We have not failed in our Chriftiin care the good 
of that colony, to whom we have lately fent two fundry fupplies, and were they but 
now fupplied with more hands, we fhould foon rcfolve the divifion of the country by 
lot, and fo lefien the general charge. 

The third is, our conflant refolution, that feeing our credits are fo far engaged^ to 
the Honourable Lords and the whole ftate, for the drawing this great lottery, which 
we intend fhall be without delay the a6th of June next, defiring all fuch as have un- 
dertaken with bookf to folicit their friends, that they will not withhold their monies till 
the laft month be expired, loft we be unwillingly forced to proportion a lefs value and 
number of our blanks and prizes, which hereafter followetb. 


Welcomes. 

Crowns* 

To him that firft fhall be drawn out with a blank - - - - - loo 

To the fccond - - 50 

To the third --------35 

To him that every day during the drawing of this lottery fhall be firft drawn 
out with a blank . ...... - .10 


Prizes. 


1 Great prize of . 

3 Great prizes, each of 

4 Great prizes, each of 
6 Great prizes, each of 

10 Prizes, each of 
30 Prizes, each of 
1 00 Prizes, each of 
300 Prizes, e:#of 
400 Prizes, each of 


Crowns. 

4500 

2COO 

1000 

500 

3CO 

200 

100 

50 

30 


lOOO' 
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1000 Pnzesy each of 
looo Prizes, each of 
looo Prizes, each of 
4000 Prizes, each of 
looo Prizes, each of 
1000 Prizes, each of 


Crowns. 

10 

8 

6 

4 

3 

2 


Rewards. 

Crowns. 

To him that (hall be lad; drawn out with a blank • - • - 25 

To him that puttcth in the greateft lot under one name - 5 • ” 4 °o 

To him that putteth in the Iccond greateft number > - - -jao 

To him that putteth in the third greateft number ----- 200 
To him that putteth in the fourth greateft number - - - 100 


If divers be of equal number, their rewards are to be divided proportionally. 

I 

Addition of new Rewards. 

The blank, that lhall be drawn out next before the great prize fliall have - 25 

The blank that fliall be drawn out next after the faid great prize - - 

The blanks that (hall be drawn out immediately before the two next great 
prizes (hall have each of them - - - - - - -,20 

The fcvcral blanks next after them, each (hall have - - - 20 

The feveral blanks next before the four great prizes, each (hall have - 15 

The feveral blanks next after them, each (hall have - - - - 15 

The feveral blanks next before the fix great prizes, each (hall have - - 10 

The feveral blanks next after them, each (liall have , - • - to 

The prizes, welcomes, and rewards (liall be paid in ready money, plate, or other 
goods reafonably rated ^ if any difiike of the plate or goods, he lhall have money, 
abating only the tenth part, except in fmall prizes of ten crowns or under. 

The money for the adventurers b to be paid to Sir Thomas Smith, knight, and 
treafurer for Virginb, or fuch olficers as he (Itall appoint in city or country, under the 
edihmon feal of the company for the receipt thereof. . 

All prizes, welcomes, and rewards, drawn wherever they dwell, (hall of the treafurer 
have prefent pay ; and whofoever under one name or poefy payeth three pounds in 
ready money, (hall receive fix (hillings and eighNpcnce, or a (liver fpoon of that value 
at his choice. 

' About this time it chanced a Spanilh (hip beat to and again before Point Comfort, 
and at laft fent alhorc their boat as defirous of a pilot. Captain James Davis, the 
governor, immediately gave them one, but he was no fooner in the boat, but away 
they went with him, leaving three of their companions behind them, this fuddea 
atxidaat occafioned (bme diftruft, and a ftrict examination of thofe three thus left, yet 
with as good ufage as our eftate could afford them. They only confeffed having loft 
dteir adnural ; accident had forced them into thofe parts, and two of them were 
captains, and in chief authority in the fleet ; thus they lived till one of them was found 
to be an Englilhman, and had been the Spaniards* pilot for England in 1588, and having 
here induced fome mal-contents to believe hb projefis, to xim away with a fmall bark, 
which was apprehended, fome executed, and he expedhing but the hangman's courtefy, 
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direftly confefled Aat two or three Spanifli fhips was at fea, purpofely to diTcover the 
dbte of the colony, but their cohitniffion was not to be opened till they arrived in 
the bay, fo that of any thing more he was utterly ignorant. One of the Spaniards at 
lail died,^ the oth^ wm fent for England, but this reprieved, till Sir Thomas Dale 
hanged him at fea in his^ voyage homeward j the Englifh pilot they carried for Spain 
whom after a long time imprifonment, with much fuit was returned for England.*^ * 
Whilft thofe things were effeding. Sir Thomas Dale having fettled to his thinking 
all things in good order, made choice of one Mr. George Yearly to be deput 5 
governor in his abfence, and fo returned for England, accompanied with Pocahontas 
theJCing’^ daughter, and Mr. Rolfeher hulband, and arrived at Plymouth the lath 
of June 1616. 


The Government hft to Captain Yearly, 

NOW a little to commentary upon all thefe proceedings, let me leave but this as a 
.caveat by the \vay; if the alteration of government hath fubverted great empires, how 
dangerous is it then iit the infancy of a commonwealth ? The multiplicity of governors 
is a great damage to any ftate, but uncertain daily changes are burdenfom^ becaufe 
their entertainments arc chargeable, and many will make hay whilft the fun doth 
(Itine, however it fliall fdre with the generality. 

This dear bought land with fo much blood and coft, hath only made fome few rich 
and all.the reft lofers. But it was intended at the firft, the firft undertakers fhould be 
firft preferred and rewarded, and the firft adventurers fatisfied, and they of all the reft 
are the moft neglefted ; and thofe that never adventured a groat, never faw the country 
nor ever did any fervice for it, employed in their places, adorned with their deferte! 
and enriched with their ruins; and when they are fed far, then in cometh others fo 
lean as they were, who through their omnipotency doth as much. Thus what one 
officer doth another undoth, only aiming at their own ends; thinking all the world 
derides his dignity, cannot fill his coffers being in authority with any thing. Every 
man hath his mind free, but he can never be a true member to that eftatc, that to 
enrich hirafelf beggars all the country. Which bad eourfc there arc many yet in this 
noble plantation, whofe true honour and worth as much fcorns it, as the othw love it • 
foj* the nobility and gentry there is fcarce any of them expeds any thing but the prof- 
perity of the adion: and there arc fome merchants and others, I am confidently 
perfuaded, do take more care and .pains, nay, and at their continual great charge^ 
than they could be hired to for the love of money, fo honeftly regarding the general 
good of this great work, they would hold it worfc than facrilege, to wrong it but a 
Ihilling, or extort upon the common foldiers a penny. But to the purpofe, and to 
follow the hiftory. 

Mr. George Yearly, now invefted deputy-govemor by Sir Thomas Dale, applied 
himfelf for tne moft part in planting tobacco, as the moft prefent commodity they 
could devife for a prefent gain, fo that every man betook himfelf to the beft place he 
could for the purpofe : now though Sir Thomas Dale had caufed fuch an abundance 
of com to be planted, that every man had fufficient, yet the* fupplies lent us 
came fo unfumilhed as quickly eafed us of our luperliuity. To relieve their neceffi* 
ties, he fent to the Chickahamanias for the tributccom Sir Thomas Dale and 
Captain Argali had condition^ for with them : but fuch a bad anfwer they returned 
hinv that he drew together one hundred of his beft Ihot, with whom he went to 
Chickabamania j the people in fome places ufed him indifferently, but in moft places 
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iK'ith much fcom aad contempt, telling him he was but Sir Thomas 'Pale’s mintVand 
they had payed his mailer according to condition, bdt to give any to him they had no 
fuch order, neither would they obey him as they had done his mailer; after he /had 
told them his authority, and that he had the fame power to enforce them that Dale 
had, they dared him to come on Ihore to fight, prcfuining more of his not daring, 
than their own valour. Yearly feeing their infolcncics, made no great difficulty to 
go on Ihore at Ozinies, and they as little to encounter him: but marching from thence 
‘ towards Mainanahunt, they put theinlelves in the fame order they fee us, lead by their 
Captain Kiffanacomen, governor of Oziuies, and fo marched clofe along by us, each as 
threatening other wholhould firft begin. 'But that n.ght we quartered againfl Maimija- 
hunt, and they palled the river. 'J'he next day we followed them ; there arc few 
places in Virginia had then more plain ground together, nor more plenty of corn, 
which alihongh it Was but newly gathered, yet they had hid it in the woods v here 
we could not find it: a good lime we I'pcnt thus in arguing the caufo, tli;' fa'-ages 
wKhout fear Handing in troops amongft us, feeming as if ,their counietiancc's had been 
fufiicient to daunt us : Ai'liat other prailices they had I know nor, Init to prevent the 
worft, our captain caufed us all to make ready, and upon the \v6rd, to let fiy among 
ihem, where he appointed : others alfo he commanded to feize on tlicm they could 
for prifoners ; all which being done according to our direclion^ the captain gave the 
word, and we prefently difeharged, where twelve lay, fomc dead, the reft for life 
fprawh'ng on the ground, twelve more we took prifoners, two whereof were Ijrothcrs, 
two of their eight ciders, the one took by Serjeant Boothe, the other by Robert, a 
Polonian ; near one hundred bufliels of corn we had for their ran fonts, which was 
promifed the folJicrs for a reward, but it was not performed : now Opechancanough 
had agreed with our captain for the fubjefting of thofe people, that neither he nor 
Powhatan could ever bring to their obedience, and that he fhould make no peace with 
them without his advice: in our return by Ozinies with our prifonerK, we met 
Opechancanough, who with much ado feigned with what pains he had procured their 
peace, the which to requite, they called him the King of Ozinies, and brought him 
from all parts many prtfents of beads, copper, and fuch trafh as they had ; here as at 
many other times we were beholden to Captain Henry Spilman our interpreter, a gen- 
tleman who had lived long time in this country, and foineiimes a prlfoncr among the 
favages, and done much good fervice, though but badly rew'arded. From hence w^ 
manihed towards James Town; we had three boatvS loaded with com and otJtcr luggage, 
the one of them, being more willing to be at Jiaaies Town with the nows than the 
other, was overfet, and eleven men caft away with the boat, corn and all their provi- 
fion ; nofwitliftanding, this put all the reft of the favages in that fear, efpecially in 
regard of the great league we had with Opechancanough, that we followed our labours 
quietly, and in fuch fccurity, that divers favages of other nations dmly frequented us 
with what provifions they could get, and would guide our men on hunting, and often 
hunt for us ihemfelvcs. Captain Yearly had a ifavage or tw’o fo well trained up to 
their pieces, they w'cre as expert as any of the Englifli, and one he kept purpofely to 
Jtill him fowl. There w'ere divers others had favages in like manner for their men. 
Thus we lived together as if w'e had been one people, all the time Captain Yearly 
llayed with us ; hut fuch grudges and difeontents daily increafed among ourfelves, that 
.Upon the arrival of Captain Argali, fent by the council and company to be our 
governor. Captain Yearly returned for England in the year 1617. 

From the, writings of Captain Nathaniel Powell, "William 
Cantuill, Serjeant Boothe, Edward Gurganey. 
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Bunng this time the Lady Rebecca, alias Pocahontu, daughter toPowhatair, by 
the (liligoit care of Mr. John Rolfe, her huiband and his fnends, ^itis taught to fpeak 
fuch Englifh as might well be underftood, well inftru£ted in chriftianity, and was 
become very formal and civil after our Englifli manner^ Ihe had alfo by him a child, 
which file loved mofl: dearly, and the treafurer and company took order both for the 
maintenance of her and it, beftdes there were divers perfons of great rank and quality 
had been very kind to her ; and before fhe arrived at London, Captain Smith, to 
deferve her former courtcAes, made her qualities known to the Queen's moft Excellent 
MajuAy and her court, and wrote a little book to this eifefl to the Queen : an abAradt 
whereof followcth: 


To the moji high and virtuous Princefs Queen Anne of Great Britain. 

MoA adntired Queen, 

THE love I bear iny God, my King, and country, hath fo often emboldened me in 
the worft of extreme dangers, that now honefty doth conArahi me prefume thus far 
beyond myfelf to pfefent Ycmr MajeAy this Aiort difeourfe : if ingratitude be a deadly 
poifon to all honeA virtues, ! muA be guilty of that crime, if I Aiould omit any means 
to be thankful. So it is. 

That fome ten years ago, being in Virginia, and taken prifoner by the power of Pow- 
hatan, their chief king, I received from this great favage exceeding great courtefy, cfpe- 
ciaIly,from his Ton Nantaquaus, the muA manlicA, comelieA, boldeA fpirit 1 ever faw in 
a favage, and his After Pocahontas, the king’s moft dear and well-beloved daughter, 
being but a child of twelve or thirteen years of age, whofe compaffionate pitiful heart, 
of my defperate ftate, gave me much caufe to refpecl: her ; I being the Arft chriftian 
this proud King and his grim attendants ever faw, and thus enthralled in their barbarous 
power, I cannot fay I felt the jeaft occaAon of want that was in the power of thofe my 
mortal foes to prevent, notwithftanding all their threats. After fome Ax weeks fatting 
amongft thofe favage courtiers, at the minute of my execution, Ate hazarded the beating 
out of her own brains to favc mine, and not only that, but fo prevailed with her fother, 
that I was fafely conducted to James Towm, where I found about eight-and-thirty mife- 
rable poor and Ack creatures, to keep poA'eAion of all thofe large territories of Virginia, 
fuch was the wcaknefs of this poor commonwealth, as had the favages not fed us, we 
dircftly had Aarved. 

And this relief, moft gracious Queen, was commonly brought us by this Lady 
Pocahontas, notwithftanding all thefe paAages when inconftant Fortune tunied our peace 
to war, this tender virgin would ftill not Ipare to dare to viftt us, and by her our jars have 
been oft appeafed, and our wants ftill fupplied ; w'ere it the policy of her father thus 
to employ her, or the ordiiwncc of God thus to make her his inftrument, or her ex- 
traordinary alfoaion to our nauon, I know not ; but of this I am furc, when her father, 
with the utmoft of his policy and pow'er, fought to furprize me, having but eighteen 
with me, the dark night could not affright her from coming through the irkfome woods, 
and with watered eyes, gave me intelligence, with her beft advice, to efcape his fury ; 
which had he known, he had furely flain her. James Town, with her wild train, me 
as freely frequented as her father’s habitation ; and during the time of two or three 
yeare, me next, under God, was ftill the inftrument to preferve this colony from death, 
famine, and utter cunfuAon, which if in thofe times had once been diffolved, Vdrginia 
might have lain as it was at our Aril arrival to this day. Since then this buAnefs having 
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been turned and varied by many accidents from that I left it at, it Is moll; ccrtuh, after 
along and troublefome war, after my departure, betwixt Her father and bur colony, 
all which time Ihe was not heard of, about two years alter (he herfelf was taken pri- 
foner, being fo detained near two years longer ; the colony by that means was relieved, 
pegee concluded, and at laft, n jeding her barbarous condition, was married to an EngliHi 
gentleman, with whom at this prefent Ihe is in England ; the firft Chriflian ever of 
that nation, the firft Virginian ever fpake Englifli, or had a child in marriage by an 
EngUlhman, a matter furely, if my meaning be truly confidcred and well underftood,. 
vlbrthy a Princefs’s underftandmg. 

Thus, moft gracious Lady, I have related to Your Majefty, what at your beft leifure 
our approved hiftorics will account you at large, and done in the time of Your Majefty ’s 
life, and however this might be jjrefentcd you from a more worthy pen, it cannot from 
a more honeft heart ; as yet I never begged any thing of the ftate, or any, and it is'iny 
want of ability and her excecdhig defert, your birth, means and authoriry, her birth, 
virtue, want, and finiplicity, doth make me thus bold, humbly tobefeech Your Majefty 
to take this knowledge of her, though it be from one fo unworthy to be the reporter as 
inyfclf, her hulband’^s eftate not being able to make her fit to attend Your Majefty : 
the moft and Icaft I can do, is to tell you this, becaufe none fo oft hath tried it as my- 
felf, and the rather being of fo great a fpirit, however her ftature : if (he fliould not be 
well received, feeing this kingdom may rightly have a kingdom by her means ; her 
prefent love to us and chriftianity, might turn to fuch fcorn and fury, as to divert all 
this good to the worft of evil, where finding fo great a Ouceii ftiould do her fume 
honour more than flic can imagine, for being fo kind to your fervants and fubjeeb;, 
would foravilh her with content, as endear herdeareft blood to effect that Your Ma- 
jefty and all the King’s honeft fubjeQs moft earneftly defire j and fo I humbly kifs 
your gracious hands. 

Being about this time preparing to fet fail for New England, I could not ftay to do 
her that fervice 1 dcfired, and (he well deferved ; but hearing flie was at Branford, with 
divers of ray friends, I went to fee her ; after a inodeft faluiation, without any word, 
(he turned about, obfeured Iicr face, as not feeming well contented ; and in that hu- 
mour, her hufband, with divers others, \vc all left her two or three hours, repenting 
inyfelf to have writ flie could fpcak EngUlh. But not long after, Ihe began to talk, 
and remembered me well what courtefies Ihe had done ; faying, “ You did protnifu 
Posdiatan what was yours fliould be his, and he the lilu: to you ; you called him father, 
being in his land a ftranger, and by tlie fame rcafon, fo niuft I do you which, iliough 
I would have excufod, I durft not allow of that title, becaufe fhe was a King’s daughter. 
With a well-fet countenance, fhe faid, “ Were you not afraid to come into my father’s 
country, and caufed fear in him and all his people (but me); and fear you here I fliould 
call you father ? 1 tell you then I wall, and you fliall call me child, and fo I will be for 
ever and ever your countryman. They did tell us always you W(;rc dead, and I knew 
jio other till I came to Plymouth ; yet Powhatan did command Vetamatoniakkin to 
leek you, and know the truth, becaufe your country men will lie much.” 

This favage, one of Powhatan’s council, being amongft them held an underftanding 
fellow, the King purpofely' fent him, as they fay, to number the people here, and inform 
him wrell w'hat we were, and our ftate. Arriving Plymouth, according to his direc- 
tions, he got a long ftick, whereon by notches he did think to have kept the number 
of all the men he could fee, but he was quickly weary of that talk ; coming to l.ondon, 
where by chance I met him, having renewed our acquaintance, Wrhere many were dc- 
firous to hear and fee his behaviour, he Cold me, Powhatan did bid him to find me out, 

to 
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to (hew him our God, the King, Queen, and Prince, I fo much had told them of : con- 
cerning God, I told him the beil 7 could ; the King, I heard, he had feen, and the relt 
heihoutd fee when he would; he denied ever to have feen the King, till by circum- 
flanCes be was fatished he had ; then he replied very fadly, You gave Powhatat^nia 
white dog, which Powhatan fed as hiinfelf ; but your King gave me nothing, and I am 
better than your white dog.** 

The ftnall time I ftaid in London, divets courtiers and others, my acquaintances, hath 
gone with me to fee her, that generally concluded, they did think God had a great han d 
in her converfion, and they have feen many Englifh ladies worfe favoured, propor- 
tioped, and behavioured ; and as fince I have heard it pleafed both the King and Queen*8 
Majefty honourably to efteem her, accompanied with that honourable lady the Lady 
I)e la Warre, and that honourable Lord her hufl)and,and divers other perfons of good 
qualities, both publicly at the maiks and otherwife, to her great fatisiadion and con- 
tent, which doubtlefs ihc would have deferred, had die lived to arrive in Virginia* 

The Government devolved to Captain Samuel Argali, 1617. 

THE treafurer, council, and company having well fumiflied. Captain Samuel 
Argali, the lady Pocahontas alias Rebecca, with her huiband and others, in the good 
fhip called th<* George; it pleafed God, at Gravefend, to take this young lady to his 
mercy, where flie made not more forrow for her unexpeded death, than joy to the 
beholders, to hear and fee her make fo religious and godly an end. Her little child, 
I'hom^s Rolfe, therefore was left at Plymouth, with Sir Lewis Stukly, that defired the 
keeping of it. Captain Hamar, his vice-admiral, was gone before, but he found him 
at Plymouth. In March they fet fail, 1617, and in May he arrived at James Town, 
where he was kindly entertained by Captain Yearley and his company in a martial order, 
whofe right hand file was led by an Indian. In James Towm he found but five or fix 
houfes, the church down, the pallifadoes broken, the bridge in pieces, the well of 
frefh water fpoiled ; the ftore-houfe they ufed for the church, the market-place, and 
fireets, and all other fparc places planted with tobacco, the favages as frequent in their 
houfes as themfelves, whereby they were become expert in our arms, and had a great 
many in their cullody and poflellion, the colony difperfed all about, planting tobacco. 
Captain Argali not liking thofe proceedings, altered them agreeable to his own mind, 
taking the belt order he could for repairing thofe defeats, which did exceedingly 
trouble us ; we w'ere conftrained evjry year to build and repair our old cottages, which 
were always a decaying in all places of the country ; yea, the very courts of guard 
built by Sir 'i'homas Dale, was ready to fall, and the pallifadoes not fuificient to keep 
out hogs. Their number of people were about four hundred, but not pail two hun- 
dred fit for hufbandry and tillage : w'e found there in all one hundred and twenty-dght 
cattle, and fourfeore and eight goats, befides innumerable numbers of fwine ; and good 
plenty of corn in fomc places : yet the next year the captain fent out a frigate and a 
pinnace, that brought us near fix hundred bufhels more, which did greatly relieve the 
whole colony : for from the tenants we feldom had above foui; hundred buihelsof rent 
com to the (lore, and there was not remaining of the companies* company, pail foiur- 
and-fifty men, women and children. 

This year having planted our fields, came a great drought, and filch a cruel ftonn 
of hail, which did fuch fpoil both to the com and tobacco, that we reaped but fiURll 
profit, the magazine that came in the George, being five months in her pi^ge, proved 
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very badly conditioned, but ere flie arrived, we had gathered and made up our tobacco, 
the beft at three {hillings the pound, the reft at eighteen pence. r 

To fupply us, the council and company, with all poffible care and diligencej fur- 
i^eda good ihip, of fome two hundred and fifty tons, with two hundred people and 
the Lord la Ware. They fet fail in April, and took their courfe by the wcftem iiles, 
where the governor of the ifle of Saint Michael received the Lord la Ware, and 
honourably feafted him, with all the content he could give him. Going from thence, 
they were long troubled with contrary winds, in which time many of them fell very fick, 
thirty died, one of which number was that moft honourable lord governor the Lord La 
Ware, whofe moft noble andgenerousdifpofitionis wcllknown, to hisgreat coft, had b{^ 
moft forward in this bufincfs, for his country’s good : yet this tender ftate of Viiginia 
was not grown to that maturity to maintain fuch ftate and pleafure as was fit for fuch 
a perfonage, with fo brave and great attendance : for fome fmall number of adven- 
turous gentlemen to make difcoveries, and lie in garrifon, ready upon any occafion to 
keep in fear the inconftant favages, nothing were more requifite, but to have more to 
wait and play than work, or more commanders and officers thaii induftrious labourers, 
was not fo neceifary : for in Virginia, a plain foldier, that can' ufe a pick>axe and 
fpade, is better than five knights, although they were knights that could break a lance ; 
for men of great place, not inured to thofe encounters, wh<m they find things not 
fuitable, grow many times fo difcontented, they forget themfelves, and oft become fo 
carelefs, that a difcontented melancholy brings to them much forrow, and to others 
much mifery. At laft they ftood in for the coaft of New England, where they met a 
fmall Frenchman, rich of beavers and other furs. Though we had here but fmall 
knowledge of the coaft nor country, yet they took fuch an abundance of fifh and fowl, 
and fo well refrelhed themfelves there with wood and water, as by the help of God 
thereby, having been at fea fixteen weeks, got to Virginia, who without this relief had 
been in great danger to perilh. The Frenchmen made them fuch a feaft, with fuch 
an abundance of variety of fifh, fowl, and fruits, as they all admired, and little ex- 

S e£led that wild wildcruefs could afford fuck wonderful abundance of plenty. In this 
lip came about two hundred men, but very little provifion, and the (hip called the 
Treafurcr "came in again not long after with forty paffengers ; the Lord la Ware fhip, 
lying in Virgmia three months, we viftualled her with three fcore bufhels of com, and 
eiaht hogfheads of flefh, befides other vidluals (he fpent whilft they tarried there : this 
ffiip brought us advice that great multitudes were a preparing in England to be fent, 
and relied much upon that vifluals they fhould find here : whereupon our captain 
called a council, and writ to the council here in England the ftate of the colony, and 
what a great mifery would enfuc, if they fent not provifion as well as people ; and 
whatthey did fuffer for want of Ikilful hufbandmen, and means to fet their ploughs on 
work, having as good ground as any man can defire, and about forty bulls and oxen, 
but they wanted men to bring them to labour, and irons for the ploughs, and harnefs 
for the cattle. Some thirty or forty acres we had fown with one plough, but it ftood 
fo long on the ground before it was reaped, it was moft fhaken, and the reft fpoiled 
with the cattle and rats in the bam, but no better corn could be for the quantity. 

Richard KillingBeck being with the captain at Kekoughtan, defired leave to return to 
his wife at Charles Hundred, he went to James Town by water, there he got four more 
to ^o with him by land, but it proved that he intended to go trad^ with the Indians of 
Chibkahamai^, where making fhew of the great quantity of truck they had, which 
the &vages perceiving, partly for their truck, partly for revenge of fome friends they 
v" ' pretended 



smith’s n&oiMiA. 


**5 

pretended fliould have been flsun by Captam Yeariey, one of them, with an Englifhi 

S iece, fhot KiUingbeck dead; the other favages auaulted the reft and flew them, 
ripped them, and took what they nad ; but fearing this murther would come to light, 
and might caufe them to fuffer fork, would now proceed to thepcrfeftionof villainy $ 
for prefently they robbed their Machacomocko houfe of the town, ftole all the Ind^ 
treafure thereout, and fled into the woods, as other Indians related. On Sunday folS 
lowing, one Parfax, that dwelt a mile from the town, going to church, left his wife 
and three fmall children fafe at home, as he thought, and ^ young youth : llic fup> 
poflng prayer to be done, left the children, and went to meet her liufband ; prefently 
after came three or four of thofe fugitive favages, entered the houfe, and flew a boy 
and'three childnen, and alfo another youth that ftole out of the church in prayer time, 
meeting them,, was likewife murdered. Of this difafter the captain fent to Opechan* 
kanough for fatisfadion ; but he excufed the matter, as altogether ignorant of it ; at 
the fame time the favages that were robbed were complaining to Opechankanough, and 
much feared the Englim would be revenged on them, fo that Opechankanough fent to 
Captain Argali, to aifure him the peace ^ould never be broken by him, deflring that 
•he would not revenge the injury of thofe fugitives upon the innocent people of that 
town, which town he Ihould have, and fent him a baiket of earth, as pofleflion given 
of it, and promifed, fo foon as poflibly they could catch thefc robbers, to fend him 
their heads fbrfatisfadio/i, but he never performed it. 

Samuel Argall, John Rolfs. 

A Relation from Mr. John RolfCy June 15 , i6t8. 

CONCERNING the ftate of our new common-wealth, it is fomewhat bettered, for we 
have fufficient to content ourfelves, though not in fuch abundance m is vainly reported 
in England. Powhatan died this laft April, yet the Indians continue in peace. Itopatin, 
hisfccond brother, fucceeds him, and both he and Opechankanough have confirmed our 
former league. On the nth of May, about ten of the clock in the night, happened a 
moft fearful temped, but it continued not part half an hour, which poured down hail- 
ftonos eight or nine inches about, that none durft go out of their doors, and though it 
tore the bark and leaves of the trees, yet we find not they hurt either man or beaft ; 
it fell only about James Town, for but a mile to the eart, and twenty to the weft there 
was no hail at all. I'hus in peace every man followed his building and planting 
without any accidents worthy of note. Some private differences happened betwixt 
Captain Brufter and Captain Argall, and Captain Argall and the company here in 
England ; but of them I am not fully informed, neither are they here for any ufe, and 
therefore unfit to be remembered. In December one Captain Stallings, an old planter 
in thofe parts, being employed by them of the weft country, for a filhing voyage, in New- 
England, fell foul of a Frenchman, whom he took, leaving his own fliip to return for 
England, hiinfelf with a fmall company remained in the French bark, fome fmall time: 
after upon the coaft, ai;d thence returned to winter in Virginia. 


The Government furrrender to Sir George Year ley. 

t 

FOR to begin with the year of our Lord 1619, there arrived a little pinnace privately 
from Engird about Eafter, for Captam Argall, who taking order for his affairs, within 
four or five' days returned in her, and left for his deputy, Captain Nathaniel Powell. 

9 On 
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loathe 1 8th of April, which was but tenor twelve days after, arrived Sir Geoim 
T^ley, by whom we underftood Sir Edwin Sands ^’as chofen treafurer, and Mr. John 
Famr his deputv, and what great fupplies was a preparing to be fent as, which did 
ravifh us fo much with joy and content, we thought ourfelves now fully fatisfiii^ for 
our long toil and labours, and as happy:,men as any in the world. Notwithftanding, fuch 
an accident happened Captain Stallings, the next day his fliip was call away, and he not 
long after flain in a private quarrel. Sir George Yearley, to begin his government, 
added to be of his council. Captain Francis Well, Captain Nathaniel Powell, Mr. John 
Pory, Mr. John Rolfe, and Mr. William Wickam, and Mr. Samuel Macocke, and 
propounded to have a general alTembly with all expedition. Upon the 1 2th of this 
month, came in a pinnace of Captain Barj^ve's, and on the i yth, Captain Lownes,‘'and 
one Mr. Evans, who intended to plant thcmfclves at Waralkoyack, but now Opechan* 
kanough will not come at us, that caufes us to fufpeft his former promifes. 

In May came in the Margaret of Brillol, with four and thirty men, all well and in 
health, and alfo many devout gifts, and we were much troubled in examining fume 
fcandalous letters font into England, to difgrace tliis country with barrennefs, to dif- 
courage the adventurers, and fo bring it and us to ruin and confqfion ; notwithftanding 
we find by them of bell experience, an induftrious man not other ways employed, may 
well tend four acres of corn, and one thoufand plants of tobacco, and where they fay an 
acre will yield but three or four barrels, we have ordinarily ftnir or five, but of new 
ground, fix, feven,and eight, and a barrel of peafeand beans, which we efteein avS good 
as two of corn, which is after thirty or forty buftiels an acre; fo that one man may 
provide com for five, and apparel for two, by the profit of his tobacco : they fay alfo 
Englilh wheat will yield but fixteen bulhcls an acre, and we have reaped thirty ; befides 
to manure the land, no place hath more white and blue marble than here, had we but 
carpenters to build ’and make carts and ploughs, and fkilful men that know how to 
life them, and train up our cattle to draw them, which though wc endeavour to effeft, 
yet our want of experience brings but little to perfection but planting tobacco, and yet 
of that many are fo covetous to have much, they make little good ; befides there are 
fo many fofifticating tobacco-mongers in England, were it never fo bad, they would 
fell it for Verinas, and the trafli that remaineth Ihould be Virginia, fuch devililh bad 
minds we know fome of our own countrymen do bear, not only to the bufinefs, 
but aUb to our mother England herfelf ; could they or durft they as freely defame 
her. 

^^he 25th of June came in the Trial with corn and cattle all in fafety, which took 
from us clearly all fear of famine ; then our governor and council caufed burgefles to 
be chofen in all places, and met at a general alTembly, where all matters were debated 
thought expedient for the good of the colony, and Captain Ward was fent to Monahigan 
in New England, to filh in May, and returned the latter end of May, but to fmall pur- 
pofe, for they wanted fait : the George alfo was fent to Newfoundland with the Cape 
merchant; there ihc bought filh, that defrayed her charges, and made a good voyage in 
feven weeks. • About the laft of Auguft came in a Dutch man of war that fold us 
twenty negroes, and Tapazous, King of Patawomeck, came to James Town, to defire 
two mips to come trade in his river, for a more plentiful year of corn had not been in 
a long time, yet vt^ry contagious, and by the treachery of one Poule in a manner 
turned heathen, we were very jealous the favages would furprife us. The governors 
have bounded four corporations ; which is the companies, the univerfity, the gover- 
nors and glebe land : Enfign William Spencer, and Thomas Barret a ferjeant, with 

8 fome 
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feme others of the ancient planters^ being fet free, we are the firfl: fanners that went 
forth, and have chofen places to their content, fo that now knowing their own land, 
they ftrive who Ihould exceed in building and planting. The fourth of Noi'etnbeif 
the Bollanoua came in with all her people luftly and well; not long after one Mr* 
Dirmer feiit out by fome of Plymouth, tor New England, arrived in a bark of five tons, 
and returned the next fpring ; notwithftanding the ill rumours of the unwholefomenefe 
of James Town, the new comers that were planted at Old Pafpaheghe, little more than 
a mile from it, had their healths better than any in the country. In December Captain 
Ward returned from Patawomeck ; the people there dealt falfly with him, fo that he 
took 800 bulhels of corn from them perforce. Captain Woddiffe of Brifiol, came in 
not Ihng after, wkh all his people lufty and in health, and we had two particular gover- 
nors fent us, under the titles of deputies to the company, the one to have charge of the 
College Lands, the other of the Company’s: now you are to underftand, that becaufe 
there have been many complaints agoinft the governors, captains, and officers in 
Virginia, for buying and felling men and boys, or to be fet over from one to another 
for a yearly rent, was held in England a thing moft intolerable, or that the tenants or 
lawful I'crvants Ihould he put from their places, or abridged their covenants, was fo 
t)diou«, that the very report thereof brought a great fcandal to the general action. The 
council in England diil fend many good and worthy inftruftions for the amending thole 
abufes, and appointed a hundred men Ihould, at the companies* charge be allotted and 
provided to ferve and attend the gm'crnor during the time of his government, which 
number he was to make g<K)d at his departure, and leave to his fucceifor in like manner, 
fifty to ‘the deputy-governor of the College Land, and fifty to the deputy of the 
(k>mpany*sLaml, tifty to the treafurer, to the fecretary five and twenty, and more to 
the marlhal and Cape morchant ; which they are alfo to leave to their fuccclTors, and 
likowife to every particular tifficcr fuch a competency, as he might live well in his 
oflice, '.viihout opprelling any under their charge, which good law I pray God it be well 
obferved ; and then we may truly fay iu Virginia, we are the molt happy people in the 
world. 

By me, John Rol^e^ 

There went this year by the Companj *s records eleven ffiips and tw'elve hundred and 
.fix'een perfons to be thus difpoi'cd on : tenants for the governor’s land four fcore, be- 
fides lilty fent the former fjn'ing ; for the Company’s land a hundred and thirty ; for 
the college a hundred ; for the glebe land fifty j young w'omen to make vivos ninety 
forvants lor public fervice fifty ; and^ifty more whofc labours were to bring up thirty 
of the infidels’ children ; the reft were lent to private plantations. 

'I'wo perfons unknown have given fiiir plate and ornaments for two communion^ 
rabies, the one at the college, the other at the church of Mrs. Mary Robinfon, who* 
towards the foutidation gave two hundred pounds ; and another unknowm perfon fent. 
to the treafurer five hundred and fifty pounds, for the bringing up of the favage chil- 
dren in (.'hrirtianity. Mr. Nicholas Farrar, deceafed, hath hy his w'ill given three hun- 
dred pounds to the college, to be paid when there (hall be ten young favages placed in 
if ; in the mean time lour-and-twenty pounds yearly to be diftributed iinto three difereet; 
and godly young men in the colony, to bring up three wild young infidels in fome good, 
courfe of life ; allb there were granted eleven patents, upon condition, to tranfport 
people and cattle to hicreafe the plantation- 
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A defpcrate Sea-fight betwixt two Spavijh Men cf War and a fmall Engttjb Shifif at thf 
I/le of Dominica, going to Virginia, by Captain Anthony Chefter^ 

HAVING taken our journey towards Virginia in the beginning of February, a ihip 
called the Margaret and. John, of one hundred and fixty tons, eight iron pieces and a 
falcon, w'ith eighty pafl'engers bcfidcs failors, after many tempefts and foul weather, 
about the 14th of March we were in 13 and a half of northerly latitude, where we 
deferied a fliip at hull : it being but a fair gale of wind, we edged towards her to fee 
what Ihe was, but Iho prefently fet fail, and ran us quickly out of fight. This made 
us keep our courfe for Metfalina, and the next day palling Dominica,, we came to an 
anchor at Guadalnupe, to take in frcih water. Six Frenchmen there, call away fixteen 
months ago, came aboard us ; they told us, that a Spanifli man of war, but feven days 
before, was I'etking his confort ; and this was Ihe we deferied at hull. At Mevis w'c 
intended to refrelh ourfclves, having been eleven weeks peftered in this unwholcfonie 
Ihip ; but there we found two tall Ihips with the Hollanders’ colours, but nccelliiy 
forcing us on Ihore, we anchored fair by them, and in friendly manner font to hail 
them j but feeing they were Spaniards, retiring to our Ihip, iliey fent fiich a volley 
of Ihot after us, that Ihot the boat, fplit the oars, and fome through the cloaths, yi;t 
not a man hurt ; and then followed with their great ordnance, that many times over- 
raked our Ihip, which being fo cumbered with the paffengers* provifions, our ordnance 
was not well fitted, nor any thing as it Ihould have been ; but perceiving what they 
were, we fitted ourfclves the bell we could to prevent a mifehief, feeing the/u warp 
themfelves to windward, we thought it not good to be boarded on both fides at an an- 
chor j we intended to fet fail, but that the vice-admiral battered fo hard our (larboard 
fide, that we fell to our bufinefs, and anfwered their unkindnefs with fuch fair lliot 
from a demi-culvcrine, that fliot her between wind and water, whereby Ihe was glad 
to leave us and her admiral together. Coming fair by our quarter, he took in his 
Holland flag, and put forth his Spanilh colours, and fo hailed us. 

We quietly and quickly anfwered him, both what w'e were and whither bound, 
relating the effeft of our commiflion, and the caufe of our coming thither for water, 
and not to annoy any of the King of Spain’s fubjefls, nor any. She commanded us 
amain for the King of Spain ; we replied, with enlarging the particulars, what friends 
Jjoth the Kings, our. mailers, w'cre ; and as w'e would do no wrong, we would take none. 
They commanded us aboard to Ihew our commiflion, which we refufed, but if they 
would fend their boat to us willingly, they fliould fee it. But for anfwer they made 
two great Ihot at us, with a volley of fmall Ihot, which caufed us to leave the decks ; 
then, with ntany ill words, they laid us aboard, which caufed us to raife our main-fail, 
and give the word to our fmall fhot, which lay clofe and ready, that paid them in fuch 
fort, they quickly retired. The fight conunued half an hour, asJf we had been envi- 
roned w'ith fire and fmoke, until they difeovered the walle of our Ihip naked, where 
they bravely boarded us loofe for loofe, hailing with pikes and fwords to enter, but it 
pleafed God fo to direcl our captain, and encourage our men with valour, that our 
pikes being formerly placed under our half-deck, and certain Ihot lying clofe for that 
purpofe under th*e port-holes, encountered them fo rudely, that their fury was not 
only rebated, but their hallinefs intercepted, and their whole company beaten back : 
many of our men were hurt, but I am fure they had two for one. 

Iirthe end ih(7 were violently repulfed, until they were reinforced to charge again 
by thar commands, who Handing upon their honours, thought it a great indignity to 

be 
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lie fo affrEintild* vrlocb caiifed if f^bnd charge, and that anfWcred with a fecond heating 
hachje captain grew enraged, and conftrained them to come on^a^tn 

afrel^]^p,ich they did fij^. effe^uatly, that queftionlefs it had wrought an alteratioo,.^ 
the ^Cpp|mat todeth monarchies, and teareth mountains, had not taught us to tof^q^r 
pikes ^Ith profperous events, and poured out a volley of fmall fhot amongft theiuv 
whereby that valiant commander was flain, and many of his foldiers dropped down 
likewife on the top of the hatches. This we faw with our eyes, and rejoiced with it at 
our hearts, fo that we might perceive good fuccefs comingion ; our captain prefently 
took advantage of tl'cir difeorafiture, though with much commiferation of that refolutc 
captain, and not only plied them agaui with our ordnance, but had more fliot un- 
der '^hc pikes, trhich was bellowed to good purpofc, and amazed our enemies with 
the fuddennefs. 

Anwngfl the reft, one Luce^, our carpentcr’vS mate, rauft not be forgotten, who 
perceiving a way how to annoy them, as they were thus puzzled and in a confufton, 
drew out a minion under the half-deck, and there bent it upon them in fuch a manner, 
that when it was fire'd, the cafes of ftoncs and pieces of iron fell upon them fo thick, 
as cleared the deck, and flew many ; and in fliort time wc faw few aifailants, but fudt 
as crept from place to place covertly from the fury of our (hot, which now was thicker 
than theirs : for although as far as we may commend our enemies, they had done 
fomething worthy of commendations ; yet, cither wanting men, or being overtaken 
with the unlookcd for valour of our men, they now began to flirink, and give us leave 
to be wanton with our advahtage. Yet we could only ufebut four pieces of ordnance, 
but ihey'fcrved the turn as well as all the reft : for flie w'as fliot fo oft between wind and 
water, wc iliw they were willing to leave us, but by reafon flic was faft in the latch of 
our cable, which in haftc of weighing our anchor hung aloof, flie could not clear 
hcrfelf as fhe wrought to do, till one cut the cable with an axe, and was flain by freeing 
us. Having been aboard us two hours and a half, feeing herfelf clear, all the fliot 
we had played on both Tides, which lafted till we were out of fliot, then we difeovered 
the vice-admiral coining to her aflillance, who began a-far off to ply us with their 
ordnance, and put us in mind wc had another w'ork in hand. Whereupotj^ we feparated 
the dcatl and hurt bodies, and manned the fliip with the reft, and were fo well encouraged 
wc waifed them amain. The admiral ftood aloof off, and the other would not come 
within falcon fliot, where flie lay battering us till flie received another payment from a 
dcniiculvering, which made her bear with the flicre for fmooth water to mend her 
leaki. The next morning they both c;ime up again with us, as if they had determined 
to devour us at once, but it feemed it was but a bravado, though they forfook not our 
quarter for a time within muiket fliot ; yet all the night only they kept us company, 
but made not a fliot, during which time we had leifure to provide us better than before; ; 
but Gfed be thanked they made only but a fliew of another affault, ere fuddenly the 
vice-admiral fell aftern, and the other fliakingui the wind, and fo they both left us. 
The fight continued fix hours, and was the more unwelcome, becaufe we were fo ill 
provided, and bad no intent to fight, nor give occafion to diftui'b them. As for the 
lofs of men, if religion had not taught us what by the providence of God is brought, 
to pafs, yet daily experience might inform us, of the dangers of wafs, and perils at 
Tea, by ftorms, tempefts, fliipwrccks, encounters with pirates, niceiing with enemies, 
crofs winds, long voyages, unknown Ihores, barbarous nations, and an hundred in- 
.'onveniencies or which human policies aire not capable, nor men’s conjedures appro- 
lenfive. We loft’ Doctor Bohun, a worthy valiant gentleman, (a long time brought 
jp amongft the mod learned furgeons, and pliyficians in Netherlands, and this his 
VOL, xiii. s fecond 
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fetond journey to Virginia) ; and feven ilain outright) two died (hortly’ of thdr woun^ 
iixteen was mot, whofe limbs God be thanked <^as recovered Widiioint''n:i^ sInd 
now fettled in Virginia : how many they loft we know not, but we faw a ^^^uoaiiy 
lie on the decks, and their Ikuppers run with blood, they were about thi^^l^sdred 
tons a piece, each fixteen or twenty tttals pieces. Captain Chefter, who in tlira' fight 
had behaved himfelf like a moft vigilant, refoliitc, and a courageous foldier, as aifo our 
honeft and valiant mafter, did ftill fo comfort and encourage us by all the means they 
could, at laft to all our great contents wc arrived in Virginia, and from thence returned 
fafely to England. 


The Names of the Adventurers for Virginia^ edpbe^iadly fet down, according to a 
printed Book, fet out by the Treafurer and Council in thisprefent Tear, 1620. 


Sir WUliam Aliffe, 

Sir Roger Afton, 

Sir Anthony Afhley, 

Sir John Akland, 

Sir Anthony Auchcr, 

Sir Robert Afkwith, 

Doctor Francis Anthony, 

Charles Anthony, 

Edward Allen, 

Edmund Allen, Efquire, 

John Allen, 

Thomas Allen, 

William Atkinfon, Efquire, 

Richard Aiheroft, 

Nicholas Andrews, 

John Andrewj,the elder, 

John Andrews the younger, 

James Afeough, 

Giles Allington, 
iRorris Abbot, 

Ambrofe Aften, 

James Afkew, 

Anthony Abdey, 

John Axundell, Efquire. 

B 

Edward, Earl of Bedford, 

James, Lord Bilhop of Bath and Wells, 
Sir Francis Barrington, 

Sir Morice Barkley, 

Sir John Bcnet, 

Sir Thomas Beamont, 

Sir\|A>^*>^^ Bamfield, 

! Sir John Bourcher, 

Sir j^dmond Bowyer, 

10 


Sir Thomas Bludder, 

Sir George Bollcs, 

Sir John Bingley, 

Sir Thomas Button, 

Sir Henry Beddingfteld, 
Company of barbers-furgeons. 
Company of bakers, 

Richard Banifter, 

John Bancks, 

Miles Bancks, 

Thomas Barber, 

William Bonham, 

James Bryerley, 

'William Bamers, 

Anthony *Bamers, Efquire, 
William Brewfter, 

Richard Brooke, 

Hugh Brooker, Efquire, 
Ambrofe Brewfey, 

John Brooke, 

Matthew Bromridge, 
Chriftopher Brooke, Efquire, 
Martin Bond, 

Gabriel Beadle, 

John Beadle, 

David Borne, 

Edvard Barnes, 

John Badger, 

Edmund Brandvell, 

Robert Bowyer, Efquire, 
Robert Bateman, 

Thomas Britton, 

Nicholas Benfon, 

Edward Bifhop, 

Peter Burgoney, 

Thomas Burgoney, 


Robert 
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Chriftqi^ INirenj 
Peter^Bi^n, 

Joh£.3l^iSr^ ^ . 

John Builoridge, 

Francis Burley, 

William Brown, 

Robert Barker, 

Samuel Burnham, 

Edw^yd Barkley,, 

William Bennct, 

Captain Edward Brewllcr, 
Thom^ Brocket, 

John Bullock, 

George Bache, 

I’homas Bayly, 

William Barkley, 

George Butler, 

Timothy Bathurft, 

George Burton, 

Thomas Bret, 

Captaun John Brough 
Thomas Baker, 

John Blunt, 

Thomas Bayly, 

Richard and Edward Blunt, 
Mineon Burrell, 

Richard Blackmore, 
William Beck, 

Benjamin Brand, 

John Bufbridge, 

William Burrell, 

William Barrett, 

Francis Baldwin, 

Ed\^d Barber, 

Humphry Ba0c, 

Robert Bell, 

Matthew Bromrick, 

John ]Ekaumont, 

George Barkley, 

Peter Battle, 

Thomas Bretton, 

John Blount, 

Arthur Bromfeld, Efquire, 
William BeAloke, 
nharlcs Beck. 


[Jeorge Lord ArchbUhop of Gahterbnry, 

s 


* 3 * 

William Lord Cranbome, now £^1 of 
Salifbury, 

William Lord Compton, now Eail pf 
Northampton, 

William Lord Cavendifli, now Earl of 
Devonihire, 

Richard, Earl of Clanricard, 

Sir William Cavendilh, now Lord Caven- 
difh. 

Gray, Lord Chandos, 

Sir Henry Cary, 

Sir George Calvert, 

Sir Lionel Cfanfield, 

Sir Edward Cecill, 

Sir Robert Cotton, 

Sir Oliver Cromwell, 

Sir Anthony Cope, 

Sir Walter Cope, 

Sir Edward Carr, 

Sir Thomas Coniibie, 

Sir George Cary, 

Sir Edward Conwey, 

Sir Walter Chute, 

Sir Edward Culpeper, 

Sir Henry Cary, captain, 

Sir William Craven, 

Sir Walter Covert, 

Sir George Coppin, 

Sir George Chute, 

Sir Thomas Coventry, 

Sir John Cutts, 

Lady Cary, 

Company of Cloth-workers, 

City of Chichefter, 

Robert Chamberlaine, 

Richard Chamberlaine, 

Francis Coviil, 

William Coyfc, Efqmre. 

Abraham Chamberlayne, 

Thomas Carpenter, 

Anthony Crew, 

Richard Cox, 

William Crofley, 

James Chatfeild, 

Richard Cafwell, 

John Comelis, 

Randall Carter, 

Executors of Randall Carter* 

William Canning, 


Edward 
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Edward Carre, 

Thomas Canhon^Efquirc, 

Richard Champion, 

Rawley Craihaw, 

. Henry Collins, 

Henry Cromwell, 

John Cooper, 

Richard Cooper, 

John Caffoiik 
I'homas Colthurft, 

Allen Cotteii, 

Edward Cage, 

Abraham Carthwright, 

Robert Co{)pin, 

Thomas Conock, 

John Clapham, 

Thomas Church, 

William Carpenter, 

Laurence Campe, 

James Cambell, 

Chriftopher Clcthcroe, 

Matthew Cooper, 

George Chamber, 

Captain John Cooke, 

Captain Thomas Conwey, Efquirc, 
Edward Culpeper, Efquire, 

Mailer William Craihaw, 

Abraham Colmer, 

John Culpeper, 

Edmund Colbey, 

Richard Cooper, 

Robert Crefwell, 

John Cage, Efquire, 

Mathew Cave, 

William Crowe, 

Abraham Carpenter, 

John Crowe, 

Thomas Cordell, 

Richard Connock, Efquire, 

William Compton, 

» William Chefter, 

Thornes Covel, 

Richard Carmarden, Efquire,' 
William and Paul Canning, 

Henry Cromwell, Efquire, 

Simon Codrmgton, 

Clement Chienley, 

James Cullemore, 

Wiliam Cantrell* 


Richafd Earl of Dorfet, . 
Edward Lord' Denny, 

Sir John Digbie, now Lord 
Sir John Doderidge, 

Sir Drew Drewry the elder. 
Sir 'X'homas Dennis, 

Sir Robert Drewry, 

Sir John Davers, 

Sir Dudley Digs, , 

Sir Marmaduke Dorrel, 

Sir Thomas Dale, 

Sir 'I homas Denton, 

Company of Drapers, 

Thomas Bond, Efquire, 

David Bent, Efquire, 

Company of Dyers,* 

Town of Dover, 

Mr. Richard Deane, alderman, 
Henry Dawkes, 

Edward Dichficld, 

William Dunne, 

John Davis, 

Matthew Dequeller, 

Philip Durdent, 

Abraham Dawes, 

John Dikc„ 

Thomas Draper, 

Lancelot Davis, 

Rowley Dawfey, 

William Dobfon, Efquirc, 
Anthony Dyot, Efquirc, 

Avery IJrauficld, 

Roger Dye, 

JoJin Downes, 

John Drake, 

John Delbridge, 

Benjamin Dccroe, 

Thomas Dyke, 

Jeffery Duppa, 

Daniel Darnelly, 

Sara Draper, 

Clement and Henry Dawkney.^ 
E 

Thomas, Earl of Exeter, 

Sir Thomas Everficld, 

Sir Francis Egiock, 

Sir Robert Edolph^ 



Will^ 

Evans, 
Hitli^i^ns, , 

Ralph Ewens, Efquirc, 
John Elkin, 

John Elkin, 

Robert Evelin, 
Nicholas Exton, 

John Exton, . 

George Etheridge. 


F 

Sir Moyle Finch, 

Sir IJenry Fanlhaw, 

.Sir Thomas Freake, 

Sir Peter Frctchuile, 

Sir William Fleetwood, 

Sir Henry Fane, , 
Company of Fifhmongers, 
John Fletcher, 

John Rirraer, 

Martin Freeman, Efquire, 
Ralph Freeman, 

William and Ralph Freeman, 
Michael Fetiplace, 

‘William Fettiplace, 

Thomas Forclt, 

Edward Fleetwood, Efquire, 
William Felgate, 

William Field, 

Nicholas Ferrar, 

John Farrar, 

Giles Francis, 

Edward Fawcet, 

Richard Farrington, 

John Francklin, 

Richard Frith, 

John Feme, 

George Farmer, 

Thomas Francis, 

John Fenner, 

Nicholas Fuller, Efquire, 
Thomas Foxall, 

William Fleet, 

Peter Franck, Efquire, 

Richard Filhborne, 

William Faldoe, 
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John Fletcher and Gompatrjr, 
William Ferrars. 


Lady Elizabeth Gray, 

Sir John Gray, 

Sir William Godolfine, 

Sir Thomas Gates, 

Sir William Gee, 

Sir Richard Grobham, 

Sir William Garaway, 

Sir Francis Goodwin, 

Sir George Goring, 

Sir Thomas Grantham, 

Company of Grocers, 

Company of Goldfmiths, 

Company of Girdlcrs, 

John Geering, 

John Gardiner, 

Richard Gardiner, 

John Gilbert, 

Thomas Grave, 

John Gray, 

Nicholas Gricce, 

Richard Goddard, 

Thomas Gipps, 

Peter Gates, 

Thomas Gibbs, Efquire, 

Laurence Greene, 

William Greenwell, 

Robert Garfet, 

Robert Gore, 

Thomas Gouge, 

Francis Glanvile, Efquire. 

H 

Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, 

Lord I'heophilus Howard, L. Walden, 
Sir John Harrington, L. Harington, 
Sir John Hollis, now Lord Hautein, 

Sir Thomas Holecroft, 

Sir William Harris, 

Sir Thomas Harefleet, , 

Sir George Haiward, 

Sir Warwick Ileale, 

Sir Baptill Hicks, 

Sir John Hanham, 

Sir Thomas Horvrell, 
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Sir Thomas Hewit, 

Sir William Herrick, 

Sir Euftace Hart, 

Sir Pprv Huntley, 

Sir Arthur Harris, 

Sir Edwai^ Heron, 

Sir Perfevall Hart, 

Sh* Ferdinando Heibome, 

Sir Lawrence Hide, 

Mr. Hugh Hamerfley, Alderman, 
Mr. Richard Heron, Alderman, 
Richard Humble, Efquire, 

Mr. Richard Hackleuit, 

Edward Harrifon, 

George Holeman, 

Robert Hill, 

Grii&n Hinton, 

John Hawkins, 

William Hancocke, 

John Harper, 

George Hawger, 

John Holt, 

John Huntley, 

Jeremy Heiden, 

Ralph Hamer, 

Ralph Hamer, jun. 

John Hodgefon, 

John Hanford, 

Thomas Harris, 

Richard Howell, 

Thomas Henfliaw, 

Leonard Harwood, 

Tril^m Hill, 

Francis Hafelridgc, 

Tobias Hinfon, 

Peter Heightley, 

George Hawkcnfon, 

Thomas Hackihaw, 

Charles Hawkcns, 

John Hodgis, 

William Imlland, 

Robert Hartley, 

Gregory ^erft> 

Thomas Hodgis, 

William Hodgis, 

Roger Harris, 

John Harris, 

Mr. John Hsuward, 


James Haiwafd, 

Nicholas* Hide, Efquire, 

John Hare, Efquire, 

William Hackwell, Efquire, 
Greflam Hoogan, 

Humfirey Hanford, 

William Hafclden, 

Nicholas Hooker, 

Dodor Anthony Hunton, 

John Hodiale, 

George Hooker, 

Anthony Hinton, 

John Hogfell, 

Thomas Hampton, 

William Hicks, 

William Holliland, 

Ralph Harrifon, 

Harman Harrifon. 

‘ I 

Sir Thomas Jermyn, 

Sir Robert Johnfon, 

Sir Arthur Ingram, 

Sir Francis Jones, 

Company of Ironmongers, 
Company of Innholders, 
Company of imbroiderers. 
Bailiffs of Ipfwich, 

Henry Jackfon, 

Richard Ironfide, 

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Aldermai 
Thomas Jones, 

William Jobfon, 

Thomas Johnfon, 

Thomas Jadwine, 

John Jofua, 

George Ifam, 

Philip Jacobfon, 

Peter Jacobfon, 

Thomas Juxfon, fen. 

James Jewell, 

Gabriel Jaques, 

Walter Jobfon, 

Edward James, 

Zachary Jones, Efquire, 
Anthony Irbye, Efquire, 
William Janion, 

Humfr^ Jobfon. 


Sir 
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. K 

Sir Yalendtt^l^ghtl^y 
Sir: Robert Klllegrew, 

Sir CWles Kelke, 

Sir John Kaile, 

Richard Kirrill, 

John Kirrill, 

Ralph King, 

Henry Kent, 

Town of Kingflynne, 
John Kettleby. Efquire, 
Walter Kirkham, Efquire. 


Henry, Earl of Lincoln, 

Robert, L. Liflc, now Earl of Leicefter, 
Thomas, Lord La Ware, 

Sir Francis Leigh, 

Sir Richard Lowlace, 

Sir William Litton, 

Sir John Lcwfon, 

Sir William Lower, 

Sir Samuel Leonard, 

Sir Samfon Leonard, 

Company of Leatherfellers, 

Thomas Laughton, 

William Lewfon. 

Peter Latham, 

Peter Van Lore, 

Henry Leigh, 

Thomas Levar, 

Chriftopher Landman, 

Morris Lewellin, 

Edward l.cwis, 

Edward Lewkin, 

Peter Lodge, 

Thomas Layer, 

Thomas Lawfon, 

Francis Lodge, 

John Langley, 

David Loide, 

John Levitt, 

Thomas Fox and Luke Lodge, 

Captain Richard Linley, 

Arnold Lulls, 

William Lawrence, 

John Landman, 

NhSholas Lichmld, 


Nicholas Leate, 
Gedeon de Laune. 


M 


Philip, Earl of Mo^ometie, 
Dodtor George hAuntaine, now 
Bifhop of Lincoln, 

William, Lord Mounteagle, now 
Morley, 

Sir Thomas Manfell, 

Sir Thomas Mildmay, 

Sir William Maynard, 

Sir Humphrey May, 

Sir Peter Manhood, 

Sir John Merrick, 

Sir‘George More, 

Sif Robert Manfell, 

Sir Arthur Mannering, 

Sir David Murray, 

Sir Edward Michelbom, 

Sir Thomas Middleton, 

Sir Robert Miller, 

Sir Canaliero Maicott, 

Dodtor James Meddin, 

Richard Martin, Efquire, 

Company of Mercers, 

Company of Merchant Tailors, 
Otho Mowdite, 

Captain John Martin, 

Arthur Moufe, 

Adrian More, 

Thomas Mountford, 

Thomas Morris, ' 

Ralph Moorton, 

Francis Mapes, 

Richard Maplcfden, 

James Monger, <' 

Peter Monfell, 

Robert Middleton, 

Thomas Maile, 

John Martin, 

Jofias Maude, 

Richard Morton, 

George Mafon, 

Thomas Maddock, 

Richard Moore, 

Nicholas Moone, 

Alfonfus Van Medkerk, 


iiord 


Lord 


Captain 
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Captain Henry Meole8« 

Philip Mutes, 

Thomas Mayall, 

Humphrey Marret, 

Jarvis Munidz, 

Robert Mildmay, 

William Millet, 

Richard Morer, 

John Miller, 

Thomas Martin, 

John Middleton, 

Francis Middleton* 

N 

Dudly, Lord North, 

Francis, Lord Norris, 

Sir Henry Nevill of Berkfliire, 
Thomas Nicols, 

Chriftopher Nicols, 

William Nicols, 

George Newce, 

Jofeph Newberow, 

Chriftopher Newgate, 

Thomas Norincott, 

Jonathan Nuttall, 
lliomas Norton. 

O 

William Oxenbridge, Efquire, 
Robert Offley, 

Francis Oliver. 


Edward F«iiid 9 S,i 
Edward <Parkins*s widoar# 
Aden Perkins, 

Thomas Perkin, 

Richard Partridge, 
William Palmer, 

Miles Palmer, 

Robert Parkhurft, 

Richard Percivall, Efquire, 
Richard Poyntell, 

George Pretty, 

George Pit, 

Allen Percy, 

Abraham Peirce, 

Edmund Peirce, 

Phenice Per, 

Thomas Philips, 

Henry Philpot, 

Mr. George Profter, 
Robert Penington,* 

Peter Peate, 

John Prat, 

William Powell, 

Edmund Pealhall, 

Captain William Proude, 
Henry Price, 

Nicholas Pewriffe, 

Thomas Pelham, 

Richard Piggot, 

John Pawlet, Efquire, 
Robert Pory, 

Richard Pauifon. 


WiHRim, Earl of Pembroke, 
. William, Lord Paget, 

John, Lord Ptjre, 

George Percy, Efquire, 

Sir Chriftopher Parkins, 

Sir Amias Prefton, 

Sir Nicholas Parker, 

Sir William Poole, 

Sir Stephen Powell, 

Sir Henry Peyton, 

Sir James Ferrot, 

Sir John Pettus, 

Sir Robert Payne, 

William Payne, 

John Payne, 


O 

William (^aicke. 

R 

Sir Robert Rich, now Earl of Warwick, 
Sir Thomas Row, 

Sir Henry Rainsford. 

Sir William Romney, 

Sir John Ratcliife, 

Sir Stephen Ridleldon, 

Sir William RulTell, 

Mr. Edward Rotheram, Alderman, 
Robert Rich, 

Tedder Roberts, 

Henry Robinfou, 

7 John 
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John RuiTell, 

Richard Rogers, 

Arthur Robinfon, 

Robert Robinfon, 

Millicent Ramfden, 

John Rcbinfon, 

George Robins, 

Nicholas Rainton, 

Henry Rolfle, 

John»Roi<TnoIds,. 

Elias Roberts, 

llei.r> RcignoldS; Efquire, _ 

William Rofcarrocke, Efquire; 
Humphrey Raymell, 

Richard Robins. 

S 

Henry, Earl of Southampton, 
Thomas, Earl of Suffoll^ 

Edward Scymbur, Earl of Hertford, 
Robert, Earl of Salilbury, 

Mary, Countefs of Shrewlbury, 
Edmund, Lord Sheffield, 

Robert, Lord Spencer, 

John, Lord StaTihope, 

Sir John Saint John, 

Sir Thomas Smith, 

Sir John Samms, 

Sir John Smith, 

Sir Edwin Sandys, 

Sir Samuel Sandys, 

Sir Stephen Some, 

Sir Ralph Shelton, 

Sir I’homas Stcwklcy, 

Sir William Saint John, 

Sir William Smith, 

Sir Richard Smith, 

Sir Martin Stutevill, 

Sir Nicholas Salter, 

Doftor Matthew Sutcliffe of Exeter, 
Captain John Smith, 

Thomas Sandys, Efquire, 

Henry Sandys, Efquire, 

George Sandys, Efquire, 

Company of Skinners, 

Company of Salters, 

Company of St^oners, 

John Stokley, 

Ricbm*d Staper, 
voZm xiii. 


Robert Singleton, 

Thomas Shipton, 

Cleophas Smith, 

Richard Strongtharm, 
Hildebrand Sprufon, 
Matthew Scrivener, 
Oihowell Smith, 

Cieorge Scot, 

Hew'ef Stapers, 

James Swift, 

Richard Stratford, 

Edmund Smith, 

Robert Smith, 

Matthias Springham, 
Richard Smith, 

Edward 'jiuith, 

Jonathan Smith, 

Humphrey Smith, 

John Smith, 

George Swinhow, 

Jofeph Some, 

William Sheckley, 

John Southick, 

Henry Shelley, 

Walter Shelley, 

Richard Snarfborow, 
George Stone, 

Hugh Shepley, 

Wiliam Strachey, 

IJrion Spencer, 

John Scarpe, 

Thomas Scott, 

William Sharpe, 

Stephen Sparrow, 

Thomas Stokes, 

Richard Shepard, 

Henry Spranger, 

William Stonnard, 

Stephen Sad, 

John Stockley, 

Thomas Stevens, 

Matthew Shepard, 

Thomas Sherwell, 

William Seabright, Efquire, 
Nicholas Sherwell, 
Auguffine Steward, 

Thomas Stile, 

Abraham Speckhard, 
Edmund Scot, 


Franctc 
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Francis Smalmanj 
Gregory Sprint, Efquire, 

Thomas Stacey, 

William Sandbatch, 

AugufUne Stuard, £fquire> 

T 

Sir William Twifden, 

Sir William Throckmorton, 

Sir Nicholas Tufton, 

Sir John Trever, 

Sir Thomas Tracy, 

George Thorpe, Efquire, 

Do£tor William Turner, 

The Trinity-Houfe, 

Richard Turner, 

John Taverner, 

Daniel Tucker, 

Charles Towler, 

William Tayler, 

Leonard Townfon, 

Richard Tomlins, 

Francis Tate, Efquire, 

Andrew Troughton, 

George Tucker, 

Henry Timberlake, 

William Tucker, 

Lewis Tite, 

Robert Thornton. 


Sir Horatio Vcre, 
m Walter Vaughan, 

Henry Vincent, 

Richard Venne, 

Chriftopher Vertue, 
JohnVaflbll, 

Arthur Venne. 

W 

Henry Bifhop of Worcefter, 
Francis Weft, Efquire, 

Sir Ralph Winwqod, 

Sir John Wentworth, 

Sir William Waad, 

Sir, Robert Wroth, 

Sir Fercival Willoby, 

Sir Charles Wilraott, 

Sir Jo|m Wats, 


viacrmA. 

Sir Hugh Worrell, 

Sir Edward Waterhoufe, 

Sir Thomas Wilsford, 

Sir Richard Williamfon, 

Sir John Wolftenholm, 

Sir Thomas Walfmgham, 

Sir Thomas Watfon, 

Sir Thomas Wilfon, 

Sir John Weld, 

Mrs. Kath. Weft, now Lady Conway, 
John Wroth, Efquire, ^ 

Captain Maria Winckfield, Efquir?, 
Thomas Webb, 

Rice Webb, 

Edward Webb, 

Sands Webb, 

Felix Wilfon, 

'rhonias White, 

Richard Wiflirv 
William Williamfon, 

Ilumfrev Weft wood, 

Hugh Willcfton, 

Thomas WJicatley, 

4 William Wattcy, 

William Webfter, 

James White, 

Edmund Winne, 

John Weft, 

John Wright, 

Edward Wooller, 

Thomas Walker, 

John Wooller, 

John Weftrow, 

Edward Welch, 

Nathaniel Waad, 

Richard Widowes, 

David W aterhoufe, Efquire, 

Captain Owen Winne, 

Randall Wetwood, 

George Wilmer, Efquire, 

Edward Wilkes, 

Leonard White, 

Andrew Willmer, 

Clement Willmer, 

George Walker, 

William Welbie, 

Francis Whiftler, 

Thomas Wells, 

Captain Thomas Winne, 


John 
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Thomas Wheeler, 

William Willet, ^ 

DevereJii Woogan, 

John Walker, ’ 

Thomas Wood, 

John WUlet, 

Nicholas Wheeler, 

Thomas Wale, 

William Wilfton-^ 

John*^VaIIer, 

William Ward, 

William Willefton, 

John Water, 

'Ihat mod generous and molt honourable Lord, the Earl of Southampton, being 
plcafcd to take upon lym the title of treafurer, and Mr. John Farrar his deputy, with 
i'uch inllrudions as were necelTury, and admonitions to all officers to take heed of 
extortion, ingrolTing commodities, foreltalling of niatjcets, cfpecially to have a vigilant 
care, the familiarity of th^ favages living amongll them made them not way to betray 
or lurprife them, for the building of gueft-houfes to relieve the weak in, and that they 
did wonder in all this time they had made no difeoverics, nor knew no more than the 
very plate whereon they did ' inhabit, nor yet could ever fee any return for all this 
continual charge and trouble, therefore they fent to be added to the council feven 
gentlemen, namely Mr. Thorp, Captain Ntice, Mr. Tracy, Captain Middleton, Captain 
Blount, Mr. John Pountas, aitd Mr. Harwood, with men, ammunition, and all things 
thought fitting : but they write from Virginia, many of the fliips were fo peftered with 
difoafed people, and thronged together in their paiTage, there was much licknefs and a 
great mortality, wherefore they defircd rather a few able fulficient men well provided, 
than great multitudes : and bccaufc there wore few accidents of note, but private adver- 
tifements by letters, we will conclude this year, and proceed to the next. 

Collcded out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia. 

The inllruflions and advertifements for this year were both from England and 
Virginia, much like the lafl: ; only whereas before they had ever a fufpidon of Ope- 
chankanough, and all the reft of the favages, they had an eye over him more than any 5 
but now they all write fo confidently of their alTured peace with the favages, there is 
now no more fear nor danger either of their power or treachery, fo that every man 
planteth himfelf where he pleafeth, and followeth his bufinefs fecurely. But the time 
of Sir George Ycarley being near expired, the council here made choice of a worthy 
young gentleman Sir Francis Wyat, to fucceed him, whom they forthwith fumiftied and 
provided, as they had done his predeceffors, with all the neceffary inftrudions all thefe 
times had acquainted them for the converfion of the favages, the fupprefling of planting, 
tobacco, and planting of com, not depending continually to be fupplied by the lavages, 
but in cafe of ncceflity to trade with them, whom long ere this, it h&th been promifed 
and expc&ed lliould have been fed and relieved by the Englllh, not theEnglilh by them ; 
dnd carefully to redrefs all the complaints of the needlefs mortality of their people, and 
by all diligence feek to fend fomething home to fatisfy the adventurers, that all this 
time had only lived upon hopes, grew fo weary and difeouraged, that it muft now be 
fubftance that muft maitUain their proceedings, and not letters, excufes, and promifes^ 

T 3 feeing 
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Thomas Warr, Efquire, 

David Wiffen, 

Garnet Wefton. 

Y 

Sir George Yeardley, now Governor of 
Virginia 
William Yong, 

Simon Yeomans, 

Z 

Edward, Lord Zouch, 

John Zouch, Efquire. 
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feeing they could get fo much and fuch great eftates for themfelves, as to ^end after 
the rate oi one hundred pounds, two, three, four, five, fix, feven, eight, nine, ten, nay 
fome two or three thoufand pounds pearly, that were not worth fo many pence when 
they went to Virginia, can fcarce contain thcmfelves either in diet or apparel, gaming,, 
and all manner of fuch fuperfluity, within a lefs compafs than our curious, coftly, and 
confuming gallants here in England, which cannot pollibly be there fupported, but 
either by opprcfling the commonalty there, or deceiving the generality here, or both. 

. Extruded out of the Council’s Letters for Virginia. 

From Virginia, by the relations of the chieftains there, and many I have conferred 
with, that came from thence hither, I have much admired to hcar*of the incredible 
pleahire, profit, and plenty this plantation doth abound in, and yet could' never hear of 
any return but tobacco: but it hath oft amazed me to underiland how ftrangt-ly the 
favages hath been taught the ufe of our arms, anti employed in hunting and fowling 
with our fowling-pieces, and our men rooting in the ground about tobacco, like fwine ; 
befides, that the fevages that do little but continually exercife their bow and arrows, 
fhould dwell and lie fo fatniliai-ly aniongft our men that praftifed little but the fjiade, 
being fo far afundcr, and in fuch fmall parties difperfed, and neither fort, exercife of 
arms ufed, ordnances mounted, courts of guard, nor any preparation nor provifion to 
prevent a foreign enemy, much more the favages howfoever*, for the favages’ uncer- 
tain conformity I do not wonder, but for their conftancy and converfion, I am and 
ever have been of the opinion of Mr. Jonas Stockam, a miniftcr in Virginia, who even at 
this time, when all things were fo profperous, and the favagCvS at the point of cohverfion, 
againft all their governors’ and councils’ opinions, writ to the council and company in 
England to this effed ; 

« May 28. 

^ « 

** We that have left our native country to fojoum in a firangc land, fome 
idle fpeftators, who either cowardly dare not, or covetoufly will nor adventure either 
their purfes or perfons in fo commendable a work ; others fupporling Atlas of tliis 
almoft unfupportablc burdens as yourfelves, without whofe aflinance this Virginia firma- 
ment (in which fome) and I hope in fhorl time will fliine many more glorious ftars, 
j^ough there be many Italianatcd and Spariiolized I'.ngliflmien envies our prol'perity, 
and by all their ignominious fcandals they can devife feck to di/hearten what tbe-y can, 
thofe that arc willing to further this glorious enterprize, to fuch I wilh according to the 
decree of Darius, that whofoever is an enemy to our peace, and I'ei keth eiriicr by 
getting monipolical patents, or by forging unjufl; talcs to hinder our welfare, that his 
houfe were pulled down, and a pair of gallows made of the wood, and lie hanged on 
them in the place. 

“ As for ihofe lazy fervants, who had rather ftand all day idle than work, though 
but an hour in this vineyard, and fpend their fubfiance riotoufly, than call the fuptT- 
fluity of their wealth into your treafury, I leave them as they are to the Eternal Judge of 
the world. But you right worthy, that hath adventured fo freely, I will not examine, 
if it were for the glory of God, or your defire of gain, which it may be you expedl 
ihould flow unto you with a full tide, for the converfion of the favages : I wonder you 
ufe not the means, I confefs you fay well to have them converted by fair means, but 
they fcorn to acknowledge it ; as for the gifts bellowed on them they devour them, and 
fo they would the givers if they could j and though many have endeavoured by all the 
means they could by kiudnefs to convert them, they find nothing from them but deri'- 

7 non 
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fion and ridiculous anfwers. We have fent boys amongft them to learn thdr language, 
but they return worfe than they Vent j but I am no llatefruan, nor love I to meddle 
vnthany thing but my books ; but I can find no probability by this courfe to dravr them 
to goodnefs ; and 1 am perfuaded if Mars and Minerva go hand in hand, they will 
eSeA more good in an hour than thofe verbal Mercurians in their lives ; and till their 
priefts and ancients have their throats cut, there is no hope to bring them to con- 
vcrfion.” 


TAc Government of Sir Francis Wyat. 

•About Odlober arrived Sir Francis Wyatt, with Mr. George Sands, appointed 
treafurer, Mr. Davifon fccrctary, Doctor Pot the phyftcian, and Mr. Cloyburne the 
fui^eon ; but much provifion was very badly conditioned, nay, the hogs would not 
eat that corn they brought, which was a great caufe of their ficknefs and mortality, 
and whatfoever is laid againll the Virginia corn, they find it doth better nourilh than 
any provifion is fent thither ; the Tailors ftill they complain arc nmeh to blame for em- 
bezzling the provifions fent to private men, killing of fwine, ana diforderly trucking j 
for which foine order would be taken. 

In them nine lliips that went with Sir Francis Wyat, not one paffenger died ; at 
his arrival he lent M*. 'I’horpe to Opcchankanough, whom he found much fatisfied 
with liis coming, to confirm their leagues as he had done his predccelTors, and fo con- 
tented his people lliould co-inhabit amongft them, and he found more motions of 
relij^oa in him than could be imagined : every man betaking hiinfelf to his quarter, 
it was ordered, tliat for every head they ftiouid plant but one thoufand plants of tobac- 
co, and upon each plant nine leaves^ which will be about one hundred weight, the 
corn being appointed but at two Ihillings and fixpcnce the bulliel, required fuch labour, 
it caufed moil men to negle£k it, and depend upon trade ; where were it rated at ten 
(hillings the bulhel, every nthn would endeavour to have plenty to fell to the new 
comers, or any that wanted, and feldom any is tranfporteJ from England, but it ftand- 
eih in as much, befides the hazard and other necell'arics, the Ihips might tranfport of 
that burden. The 23d of November arrived Mr. Gookin out of Ireland, with fifty 
men of Iiis own, and thirty pall'engcrs, e.xceedingly well furnillied with all forts of 
provifion and cattle, and planted himfelf at Nupors newes : the cotton trees in a year 
grew fo thick as one’s arm, and fo high as a man : here any thing that is planted doth 
profper fo w'ell as in no place better. For the mortality of the people accufe not the 
place, for of the old planters and ’the families fcarce one of twenty mifearries, only the 
want of ncccll'aries are the occalions of thole dilcafes. And fo wc will conclude this 
year with the lliippiiig and numbers fent. 

Out of the Council’s Letters from Virginia, 

This year was font one-and-twenty fail of fliips that employed more than four hun- 
dred failors, ;ind thirteen hundred men, women and children of divers faculties, with 
fourfeore cattle. 'I’he Tiger fell in the Turk’s hands, yet fafely efcaped, and by the re- 
turn of their letters from thence, the company is affured there can be no fitter places of 
mines, wood, and water for iron than there ; and tne Frenchmen affirm no country is 
more proper for vines, olives, fike, rice, and fait, &c., of which the next year t^y 
promile a good quantity. 




Gifts, 
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Cijis, 

The gentlemen and manners that came in the RoyaUames from the Eaft Indies^ 
gave towards the building of a free>fchool feventy pounds eight (hillings and (ixpence ; 
and an unknown perfon to further it, fent thirty pounds ; and another in like manner 
iive-and<twenty pounds ; another, refufing to be made known, gave forty (hillings 
yearly .for a fermon before the Virginia Company j alfo another, that would not be 
known, fent for the college, at Henrico, many excellent good religious books, worth 
ten pounds, and a moft curious map of all that coaft of America. Mr. Thomas Bar- 
gave their preacher there, deceafed, gave a library valued at one hundred marks ; and 
the inhabitants hath made a contribution of one ihoufand and hve hundred |>ounds, to 
build a houfe for the entertaining of (Irangers. This year alfo there was much fuing 
fbr patents for plantations, who promifed to tranfport fuch great multitudes of people ; 
there was much difputing concerning thofe diyiflons, as though the whole land had been 
too little for them j fix-and-tvventy obtained their defires, but as yet not pad (ix hath 
fent thither a man ; ifotwlthltanding many of thctti would have more, and are not well 
contented, whom I would entreat, and all other wranglers, to perufe this faying of 
honed Claudius. 

Sec’ft not the voild of Nature’s work, the fairrft well, I wot, 
liow it, itfelf toj'cthi r ties, as in a true-lore’s knot. 

Nor feell how t!i* elements arc combin’d, maintain one conflant pie-’, 

How midit of heaven cuiitenu (lie Siiii. and ftiore contains the fea ; 

/ind how the air both eompnilah, and ctrricth ftill eatili’s frame, 

■yet neitltcr preffing burdens it, nor parting Icavcj the fame. 

The Obfervations of Mr. .John Pory, Secretary of Virginia, in his Travels . 

HAVING but ten men, meanly provided, to plant the fccretary’s land on the cadern 
Ihore near Acomack, Captain WiJcock’s plantation, the better to fecurc and adid each 
other ; Sir George Yearlcy intending to vifit Smitli’s Ifles, fell fo (ick that he could 
iwt, fo that he fent me with Edinien Moll, a Frenchman, to find a convenient place to 
make fait in. Not long after, Namcnacus, the King of Pawtuxunt, came to us to feek for 
Thomas Savage, our interpreter : thus infinuating himfelf, he led us into a thicket, 
where all fitting down, he (hewed us his naked bread ; afi<ing if we favv any deformity 
upon it; we told him, No. “ No more,” faid he, “ js the infide, but as fincere and 
pure, therefore come freely to my country, and welcome which we promifed we 
would within fix weeks after. Having taken a muder of the company’s tenants, I 
went to Smith’s Illes, where was our falt-houfc ; not far o(F we found a more conve- 
nient place, and fo returned to James I’own. 

Being furniflied the fecond time, we arrived at Aquochanock, and conferred with 
Kiptopeke their King. Palling Ruffel's Ille and Onaucoke, wc arrived at Pawtuxunt ; 
the defeription of thofe places you may read in Captain Smith’s difeoveries, therefore 
needlefs to be writ again. But here arriving at Attoughcomoco, the habitation of 
Namenacus, and Wamanato, his brother, long we (laid not ere they came on board us 
with a biafs kettle, as bright without as within, full of boiled oyders. Stri£); order was 
given none (hould ofiend us, fo that the next day I went with the two Kings a hunting, to 
difeover what I could in their confines. Wamanato brought me firft to his houfe, where 
he (hewed me his wife and children, and many corn-fields; and being two miles within 
the woods a bunting, as the younger conduced me forth, fo the elder brought me home, 

8 and' 
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and ufed m6 as Idndly ^ he cqu 1 (}» after thdr manner. The next day he prefented 
me twelve beaver Ikins and a canoe, which I requited with fuch things to his content, 
that he promifed to kecpethem whilit he hVed, and bury theni with him being dead. 
He much wondered at our bible, but much more to hear it was the law of our God, 
;and the firft chapter of Genelis expounded of Adam and Eve, and fimple marriage ; 
to which he replied, he was like Adam in one thing, for he never had but one wife at 
once ; but he, as all the reft. Teemed more willing of other difcourfes they better un- 
derftood. The next day the two Kings, with their people, came on board us, but 
brought us nothing according to promile. To that Enfign Savage challenged Namena- 
ous the breadi of three promifes, viz. not giving him a boy, nor corn, though they had 
plenty, n^ Montapaffa fugitive, called Robert Marcum, that had lived five years 
araongft thofe northerly nations, which he cunningly anfwered by excufes. Woma- 
nato, it Teems, was guilty of this falfliood, becauTe he ftaid alone when the reft were 
gone. 1 afkcd him if he defired to be great and rich ; he anfwered, they were 
things all men afpired unto ; which I told him he fhould be, if Jie w'ould follow my 
counfel j To he gave me two tokens, which being returned by a mefienger, Ihould Tuffice 
to make him confident the mclTenger could not abuTe us. 

Some things being ftolen from us, he took fuch order that they were prefently re- 
ftored, then weintenjiangcd prefents: in all things he much admired our diferetions, 
and gave us a guide that he called brother, to conduct us up the river : by the way we 
met with divers that ftill told us of Marcum j and though it was in October, we found 
the countiy very hot, and their corn gathered before ours at James Town. The next 
day we went to Paccamaganant, and \hey direfted us to Affacomoco, where thrir King 
CalTatowap, had an old quarrel with l&nfign Savage, but now feemiiig reconciled, went 
with us, with another Werovvance towards Mattapanient, where they perfuaded us alhorc 
upon the point of a thicket ; but fuppofing it fome treachery, we returned to our boat: 
far wo had not gone from the Ihore, but a multitude of favages Tallied out of the wood, 
with all the ill words and figns of hoftility they could. When we faw plainly their bad 
intent, we fet the two Werowances at liberty, that all this while had lain in the cabin, 
as not taking any notice of their villany, bocaufe we wouid convert them by courtefy. 
Leaving them as w’e found them, very civil and fubtile, we returned the fame way we 
came, to the laughing Kings on the eaftem (horc, w’ho told us plainly, Namanicus 
would alfo have allured him into his country, under colour of trade, to cut his throat. 
•He told us aifo Opechancanough had employed Onianimo to kill Savage, becaufe he 
brought the trade from him to tlie caftern fhore, and fome dil'gracc he had done his 
fon, and fome thirteen of his people before one hundred of thofe Eafterlings in refeuing 
Thomas Graves, whom they would have flain, where he and three more did challenge 
the thirteen Pamaunkes to fight, but they durft not, fo that all thofe Eafterlings fo deri-, 
ded them, that they came there no more. 

This Thomas Savage, it is fixteen years fince he went to Virginia, being a boy, he 
was left with Powhatan, for Naraontacke to learn the language, and as this author af- 
firmeth, with much honefty and good fuccefs, hath ferved the public, without any 
public recompence, yet had an arrow fhot through bis body in their fervice. This 
laughing King at Accomack, tells us the land is not two days journey over in the broadeft 
place ; but in fome places a man may go in half a day, betwixt the bay and the main 
ocean, where inhabit many people, fo that by the narrownefs of the land there is not 
many deer, but molt abundance of filh and fowl. Kiptope his brother, rules as his 
lieutenant, who feeing his younger brother more affefted by the people than himfelf, 
, freely refigned him the moiety of his country, applying himfelf only to hufbandry and 

hunting. 
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hunting, yet noting ne^le6i:cd in hiv^legree, nor is hf carelels of nhy thhig coneras 
the ilate, but as ayigiUu^t and faithful counfellor. as he is an affedionate brother, bear* 
ing the greater burdenin government, though tlic lefler lioiRsur, where clean contraiy, 
they on the weftem fliore, the younger bears the charge, and the elder the dignity. 
Thofe are the beft hufbands of any favages we know ; for they provide com to ferve. 
them all the year, yet fpare ; and the other net for half the year, yet want. They arc 
the mod civil and tra£la!)Ie people we have met with, and by little iticks will keep as juft 
an account of their promifes as by a tally. In their marriages they ohierve a largo dif- 
tance, as well in affinity as confanguinity ; nor do they uffi that deviliffi cuftom in 
making black boys. 'I hevef may be on this Iborc about two thouland people ; they 
on the weft would invade them, but that they want boats to crols the bay, and fo 
would divers other nations, where they not prot(*cted by us. A few of i-.e weftem 
renagadoes had confpired againft the laughing King ; but fearing their treafon was 
difco'vered, fled to Smith’s Ifles, where they made a maflkere of doer and hogs ; and 
thence to Rickahake, betwixt Cifl'apeack and Nanfatnund, where they now aie feated 
under the command of Itoyatin, and fo 1 returned to James Town, .where I found the 
government rendered to Sir Francis Wyat. In February alfo he travelled to the fouth 
river Chawonock, fome fixty miles overland, which he found to be a very frui'ful and 
plcafant country, yielding two harvefts in a year, and found much of the fiik-grafs 
formerly fpokenof, was kindly uied by the people, and lb returned. 

Captain F.ach fent to build a Fort to fccure the Country, 

IT was no fmall content to all the adventured to hear of the fafe arrival of all thofe 
Ihips and companies, which was thought fufficient to have made a plantation of them, 
felvcs ; and again to fecond them was fent Captain Each, in the Abigail, a (hip of three 
or four hundred tons, who hath undertaken to make a blcfck-houfc amongft the oyfter- 
banks that fliall fecure the river. The furnifhing Itim with inftrumems coft three 
hundred pounds ; but the whole charge, and the ffiip’s return, will be near tw'o thou- 
fand pounds. In her went Captaiti Harwicke, with livc-and-twenty men, for the build* 
ing fhips and boats, and not other way to be employed ; and alfo a felcded number 
to build the Eaft India fchool ; but as yet from Virginia little returns but private men's 
toba<!Eo, and fair promifes of plenty of iron, filk, wine, and many other good and 
rich commodities, befides the fjjecdy converflon of the favages, that at firft were much* 
difeouraged from living atnongft them, when they ’were debarred the ufe of their 
pieces ; therefore it was difjiutcd as a matter of flate, whether fuch as would live 
amongft them ffiould ufe them or not, as a bait to allure them, or at leaft fuch as ffiould 
be called to the knowledge of Chrift. But becaufe it was a great trouble for all caufes , 
to be brought to James 'iown for a trial, courts were appointed in convenient places 
to relieve them ; but as they can make no laws in Virginia till they be ratified here, fo 
liley^.thiDkJt put reafon none ffiould be enacted here without their confents, becaufe ’ 
they only feel trbeni, and muft live under them. Still they complain for want of corn 
but what muft trade, and how unwilling any officer when he Icaveth his 

plage is to make g^ood his number of men to his fucccflbr ; but many of them during 
their times to help Bs^emfelves undoes the company : for the fervants you allow them,' 
or filch as they hire, \hcy plant on their private lauds, not upon that belongeth to their 
office, which crop always exceeds yours, befides thofe which arc your tenants to halves,’ 
are forced to row thetmt tip and down, whereby both you and they lofe more than half.' 
Nrt,. ..a;....... a he ableft or beft deferving, but make their experience upofi the 

company's 
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rlidt nnnnuntfed to «n| purjwiTe^ and wHl yii^mlittle 


fTVe Maffacre upon the iid of March, ' ! 

*THE. ^lo^e to this tragedy isTuppofed was occalioned by Nemattanow, other* 
wife called Ja» of the Feather, becaufe he commonly was moft ^ngely adorned 
,with them ; and for his courage and policy was accounted amongft the lavages their chief 
captain, and immortal from any hurt could be done him by the EnjjUOi. This captiun 
coining to one (Morgan’s houfe, knowing he had many commodities that he deured, 
pcrfuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamaunke to truck ; but tlie lavage murdered him 
by tlje way, and after two or three days returned again to Morgan’s houfe, where he 
fouG^ two youths, his fervt^ts, who alked for their mailer. Jack replied direfUy, he 
was dead. The ^ys fufpeding as it w'as, by feeing him wear his cap, would have had ’ 
him to Mr. Thorp ; but Jack fo moved their patience, they Ihot him ; fo he fell to the 
.ground ; put him in ^ boat to have him before the governor, then feven or eight miles 
from them ; but by the way Jack finding the pangs of death upon him, defired of the 
boys two things ; the one was, that they would not make it known he was llain with a 
bullet, the other, to byry him amongll the Engiilh. At the lofs of this favage, 
Opechankanough much grieved and repined, with great threats of revenge ; but the 
Engiilh returned him fuch terrible anfwers, that he cunningly dilTembled his intent 
with the greated figns he could of love and peace, yet within fourteen days after he 
afled what fuHoweth. 

Sir Francis Wyat, at his arrival, was^^vertifed ; he found the country fettled in 
fuch a firm peace, as mod men there thought fure and inviolable, not only in regaM 
of their promifes, but of necefiity. The poor weak favages being every way bettered 
by us, and lafely Iheltered and defended, whereby we might freely follow our bufinefs ; 
and fuch w'as the conceit of this conceited peace, as that there was feldom or never a fword, 
and feldomer a piece, except for a deer or fowl, by which alfurances the mod planta* 
tions were placed dragglingly and fcatteringly, as a choice vein of rich ground invited 
them, and further from neighbours the better. Their houfes generally open to the 
favages, who were always friendly, fed at their tables, and lodged in their bed>chambers, 
which made their way plain to eSkO. the intents, and the^onverfion of the favagesj 
as they fhppofed. 

JHaving occafion to fend to Opechankanough about the middle of March, he ufed 
the mefl'enger well, and told him he held the peace fo firm, the iky fliould fall or he 
diifolved it ; yet fuch was the treachery of the fe people, when they had contrived our 
d^dru£lion, even but two days before the maffacre, they guided our men with much 
kiii^efs through the woods ; and one Brown, that lived among them, to learn the 
language, they fent home to his mailer ; yea, they borrowed our boats to tranijmrt 
thjKnfelves over the river, to confult on tne devilim murder that enfued, and of our 
utter extirpation, which God of his infinite mercy (by the means of one of themfelves 
converted to Chriilianity) prevented, and as well on the Friday morping that iiaual day, 
being the 2 2d of March, asalfoin the evening before, as at other times , they came 
unarmed into our houfes, with deer, turkies, fiih, fruits, and other provifions to fell 
us i, yea, in. fome places fat down at breakfail with our people, whom tmmeduttely whh 
t^r own tools they flew moft barbaroufly, not fparing citlier age or fex, man, wo- 
or child ; fo fudden in dteir execution, that few or none difeemed the weapon 
or blot^, that brought them to deftrudion : in which manner alfo they flew many of 
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qf CKV'.ii^ w^^'^r|^'1t^ai'd bf 1t1idr'^f!^nKii^ty'^«dch''U^v'lRHr''we;' 
ioofii^'IHikie of ^eir cdaverfibn ; and by this ihei^ Ml that fttal' morning^ tnu 
der;t)tt b|(^y and barbarousi bands of that peidKdiobs aiid bhui^ peoptejl tiiree 
imbdi^’lii^d torty-feven men» women, and chSoi^, moilT bf llidrb^ weapons wd 
ppt.'bN^g content with their lires, they fell again npon the oead bodies, niakiBg.'aswell 
^ th^ could a frefh murder, defacing, dragging, and mangling; thdr dead carcafes 


whom they had daily received many benefits, but Ipitefiilly alfo maflacred them with- 
out any remorfe or pity, being in this more fell than lions and dragons^ as hiftoriea 
record, which have preferved their benefadors; fuch is the force of good deeds, 
though done to cruel beafts, to take humanity upon them ; but thefe mifereants put on 
a nipre unnatural brutiflinefs than beads, as by thofe inftanccs may appear. 

1 That worthy religious gentleman, Mr. George Thorp, deputy to the college lands,: 
fometime one of his M^efty’s penhoners, and in command one of the principal of 
Tiiginia, did fo truly afieft their eonverfion, that whofoever under him did them the 
lean dilpleafure, were puniOied feverely. He thought nothing too dear for them ; he 
never denied them any thing, infomuch that when they complained that our madifi^- 
cHd fear them, he, to cemtent them in all things, caufed fome of them to be killed in 
their prefence, to the great difpleafure of the owners, and would have had all the relb 
gelt, to make theiri the milder, might he haye had his will. The King dwelling but 
in a cottage, he built him a fair houfe afteripe Englifii fafhion, in which he took fuch: 
pfeafure, efpccially in the lock and key, which he fo admired, as locking and unlock- 
mg his door a hundred times a day, he thought no device in the world comparable' 

Thus infinuating himfelf into this King's fivour for his religious purpofe, he con- 
ferred oft with him about religion, as many others in this former difeourfe had done 
and this Pagan confclTed to him as he did to them, our God was better than theirs,, 
and feemed to be much pleafed with that difeourfe, and of his company, and to requite 
all^ofe courteftes; yet this viperous brood did, as (he fequel fhewed, not only murder 
,hiiC hut with fuch fpight and feom abufed his dead corps, as is unfitting to ^ heard 
iiiidth civil ears. One thing I caimot omit, that when this good gcntkman ilipon his 
^^^1 hour, was warned by his man, who perceiving fome treachery intended by thofe 
j^t^ioun^, to look to himfelf, and withal ran away for fear he Ihouldbe apprehmded,. 
^.^4 fh faved his own life ; yet his mailer out of his good meaning, was fo void 
fu^Mcipn and full of confidence, they had fiain him, or he could or would believe thor 
^W'ould hurt him. Captain Nathaniel Powell, one of the firft plantSI's, a vali^ IM. 
di^, and not any in the country better known amongll them ; yet iudi was the 
of an ovm’-ponceited power and profperity, aHd their Innplicity, they not only flew 1^ 
and bis family, but butchcr-Iike haggled their bodies, and cut off -his head, tapxprels 
.^eir uttermoft height of cruelty. Another of the old jcompany of Captain Smithy 
called Nathaniel Caiifie, being cruelly wopnded, and tlie fdvages about him, uath an 
did pleave one of their heads, whereby the reft lied and he efcaped ; for they hurt 
l^y that did either fight Of ft^d - upon their guatd. In cme-place where there was 
men ^that had warning of ft, thej* defended ihfe hotife againft fixty ormpre 
t^Waulted it. Mr. Baldwin, ' at 'Warralkoyackj his tt^fe being foi wOuttded^ ^ilay 
for dead, yet by his oft. difeharging df his piece, favedher, his houfe, himfelf, and 

.8 divers 


jato many pieces, ana carrying lame parts away m denlion, with bale and brutm 
triumph. ■ , 

Neither vet did thelb beads fpare thofe amoneft the reft well known anto diem, fsom 






womi^«md:xbllijbrea<'' Hsr^l'l^jla;^g^;,^i^. .(^ehtA fair 

came ; far :(ila()(uii R^lfc ; I^hmit , to go' lo.tloinr Kin^ tiien hunti4|% W 
«ni^> pie^dythey.^t to him»-|bui^ n^'coimQg as they expe^ed, f(^jiif|:to^ 
to£«ooo*nmi{e/ and thdi came to ^ tell tltem in the dwelHng«houfe pf it to quench'Wi 
aii the men ran tonrards it) bat Mr- not fnfjpeftjmg wy things whnm the lav'ag^ 
pnrftied, ftot them full of arrows* then beat out their brains. Hamer having iinilh^ 
a letter he was writing, followed after to fee what was the matter, but quickly the^ 
ihoa an arrow dn his back, wluch caufed him to return and bamcade up the di^rs, 
whereupon the favages fet fire on the houfe* Harrifon*s boy finding his mailer's pipce 
loaded^ difcharged it at random, at which bare report the favages all fied, Baldwin 
flilldifcharging his piece, and Mr. Hamer with two-and*twenty perfons thereby ^t lb 
his houfe, leaving their own burning. In like manner they had fired Lieutenahlt 
Bafie’s houfe, with all the reft thereabout, fiain the people, and fo left that plantation. ' 

Captain Hamer all this while not knowing any thing, coming to hi& brother that had 
lent for him to go hunt with the King, meeting the favages chamg fome^ yet efcaped, 
retired to his new houfe then building, from whence be came; there only with fpade$, 
axes, and brick>bats, he defended himfelf and his company till the favages departed. 
Not long after the mafter from the fiiip had fent fix mulketeers, with which he recov 
vered their merchants ftore*houfe, where he armed ten more, and fo with thirty more 
unarmed vrarkmen, found his brother and the reft at Baldwin's : now feeing all th^ 
had was burnt and confumed, they repaired to James Town with thdr bell expedition ; 
yet not far from Martin's hundred, wl|^ feventy-three were fltun, was a little hbufe 
and a fmall family, that heard not of any of this nil two days after. 

All thofe and many others whom they have as malicioully murdered, fought the 
good of thofe poor brutes, that thus defpifing God's mercies, mull needs now as mif* 
creams be correfled by juftice : to which leaving them, I will knit together the thread 
of this difeourfe. At the time of the ma&cre, there were three or four Ihips in James 
. river, and one in the next, and daily more to come in, as there did within fpuiteeii 
days after, one of which they endeavoured to have furprif^ : yet were the' hearts of 
the Englilh ever ftupid, and averted from believing any thing might weidten thdr 
hope^;to win them bjf b'nd ufage to Chrhlianity. But divers write nom thence, that 
Almi^l^ God hath his great work in this tragedy, and will thereout draw Honour and 
»glory to his name, uid a more llOurilhing eftate and fafety to themfelves, and widi 
inore fpeed to convert the favage children to himfelf, lince he fo miraculoully hath 
ferved the Englilh, there being yet, God be praii'ed, eleven parts of twelve remainm^ 
Hihofe carelefe negled of their own lafeties feem to have been the greateft caufe & 
dcftruflbn : 7 et you fee, God, by a converted &vage that difclofed the plot, lav^ 
^ rell, and the pinnace then in Pamaui^es liv/er, whereof (fay they) though our 
ioiide us unworthy of fo glorious a coinprfion, yet his infinite wifdom can nevef^jdlw 
l^git to pafs, and in good time, by fuch mewsas we think moll unlilf^y LkhT 
m meddiveiy of them that furvive, no man's pai^cularcarefulneft .laved (me 
but the mere goodnels of God himfelf, fi^y and miraculoufiy j^referv^ tid)^ ne 
pleafed. ■■ ■ ■ . 

The letters of Mr. George Sands, a worthy gendennn, and maiiy ;<^eni l^des 
i^|em returned, hiouj^t ns dus unwelcome, news, that, hfttb been Ite^ ^ 

'piibUic eoaii^ that &efodi«i»and they Uved » . one nadot^ at getii^ dxaiplha^ 

:y’a /y' ' i \ V,.dbi^ 
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tion, in one day j(d^ted,Jto fubvert the whole colony, and at one inftant, though ou^ 
ieveral plantatum iftre one hundred and forty miles up on river on bpth . i(ule& , ,, , 

But for the better underftanding of all things, youmuft remember thefe wild naked 
nadv^ live not in great numbers together, but difperfed, commonly in thirty, forty, 
fifty, of lhctyin a company. Some places have two hundred, fewplaces more, but 
many.lefs.; yet they had all warning given them one from another in all their lubitatiomi, 
though hir afunder, to meet at the day and hour appointed for our deftruftion, at all 
our leveral plantations, fome direfted to one place, fome to another, all to be done at 
the time appointed, which they did accordingly : fome entering their houfes under 
colour of trading, fo took their advantage ; others drawing us abroad* under fair pre- 
tences, and the reft fuddenly falling upon thofe that were at their labours. . 

Six of the council fuffered under this treafon, and the (laughter had been univerfal, 
if God had not put it into the heart of an Indian, who lying in the houfe of one Pace, 
was urged by another Indian his brother, that lay with him the night before, to kill' 
Pace, as he fhould do Perry which was his friend, being fo commanded from their 
King ; telling him alfo how the next day the execution fhould ,be finiflied Perry’s ' 
Ihdiiin prefently arofe and reveals it to Pace, that ufed him as his fon ; and thus thofe 
that efcaped were favcd by this one converted infidel. And though three hundred and 
forty feven were (lain, yet thoufands of ours were by the n^cans of this alone thus, 
i^referved, for which God’s name be praifed for ever and ever. 

Pace upon this, fecuring his houfe, before day rowed to James 'I'own, and told the 
governor of it, whereby they were prevented, and at fuch other plantations as polBbly 
intelligence could be given ; and where they faw us upon our guard, at the fight of a 
piece they ran away ; but the reft were moft flain, their houfes burnt, fuch arms and 
ammunition as they found they took away, and fome cattle alfo they deftroyed. Since 
wc find Opechankanough the laft year had pra£lifcd with a King on the eaftern fliorc, 
to fumifh him with a kind of poifon, which only grows in his country, to poifon us. 
But of this bloody afl never grief and fhamc pofTelTed any people more than themfclvcs, 
to be thus butchered byfo naked and cowardly a people, who dare not ftand.thepre- 
fenting of a ftafi' in manner of a piece, nor an uncharged, piece in the hands of a 
woman. (But I inuft tell thofe authors, though fome might be thus cowardly, there 
were many of them had better fpirits.) 

'ttws have you heard the particulars of this maftacrc, which in thofe refpeAs fome 
fay will be good for the plantation, becaufe now wc have juft caufe to deftroy them by 
all means pofTiblc ; but I think it had been much bdttcr it had never happened, for they, 
have given us an hundred times as juft occafions long ago to fubjedt them, (and I 
wonder 1 can hear of none but Mr. Stockam and Mr. Whitaker of my opinion.): 
Moreover, where before we were troubled in clearing the ground of great timber^ 
which’ was to- them of fmall ufe ; now we may take then* own plain fields and habitR' 
tions, which are the pleafanteft places in the country. Befides, tlie deer, turkies, and 
other beafts antJ fowls will exceedingly increali|if we beat the (avages out of the couq*. 
try, for at all- times of the year they never fpare male nor female, old nor young, eggst. 
nor birds, fat nor lean, in feafon or out of feafon, with them all is.one. The like they 
did in our fwine an j goats, for they have ufed to kill, eight in ten more than we, or 
.elfe the wood would moft plentifully abound^with viduals; befidos, it is more eafy to- 
efvilize them by conqueft than Mr means ; for the one may be made at once, but their 
riv:ilj|dng will require a long tiinc and much.induftry. The manner how to fupprefk 
& ^ Qften related and approved, I omit it here j. and you. have twenty ei^my^le^ 
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of the Spaniards !iow thejrgotlhe.W^ Indies, and forced the treacherous and iebel- 
lious infidels to do idl maiitier of drudgeiy work and flavery for them, themfelv^ fi^g 
like foldi^s upon the fruits of their labdurs. This will make us more circumfo^ 
and be an example to pofterity : (but I %, this might as well haveheen put m pin&d 
lixteen years ago as now.) ■ : * 

llius itjjon this anvil lhall we now beat ourfelves an armour of proof hereafter to 
defend us againft fuch incurfions, and ever hereafter make us more circumfpeft : but 
to help to repair this lofs, befides his Majefty’s bounty in arms, he gave the company 
out of the Tower, and divers other honourable perfons have renewed their adventures^ 
we*muft not dhiit the honourable city of London, to whole endlefs praife we may 
fpeak it, are now fetting forward one hundred perfons, and divers others at their own 
coftsr are repairing ; and all good men do think never the worfe of the bufmefs for all 
theft* difafters. 

What growing ftate was there ever in the world which had not the like ? Rome 
grew by opprtflion, and rofc upon the back of her enemies : and the Spaniards have 
had many of thofe counterbuflfs more than we. Columbus upon his return from the 
Weft Indies into Spain, having lefr^his people with the Indians, in peace and promife 
of good ufage amongft them, at his return back found not one of them living, but all 
treachcroully flain by tie favages. After this again, when the Spanifh colonies were 
incrcafed to great numbers, the Indians from whom the Spaniards for trucking ftuff 
ufed to have all their corn, generally confpired together to plant no more at all 
intendftig thereby to famifli them, themfelves living in the meantime upon caffava a 
root to make bread, only then known to themfelves. This plot of theirs by the 
Spaniards’ ovcrfight, that tooliftily depended upon ftrangers for their bread, took fuch 
effea, and brought them to fuch mifery by the rage of famine, that they fpared no 
unclean nor loathlome beaft, no not the poifonous and hideous ferpents, but eat them 
upalfo, devouring one death lo fave them from another; and bv this means their 
whole colony wel| near forfeited, fickened and died miferably ; and when they had 
again recovered this lofs, by their incontinency an infinite number of them died on the 
Indian difeafe, we call the French pox, which at firft being a ftrange and an unknown 
malady, was deadly upon whomfoever it lighted : then had they a little flea called 
uigua, which got between the ikin and the flelh before they were aware, and there 
bred and multiplied, making fuellings and putrclaaions, to the decay and lofs of 
many of their bodily members. 

. Again, divers times they were near undone by their ambition, fadion, and malice of 
the commanders. Columbus, to whom they were alfo much beholden, was fent with 
his brother in chains into Spain, and fomc other great commanders killed and mur- ' 
d«ed one another. Pizzaro was killed by Almagro’s fon, and him Vafeo beheaded, 
which Vafeo was taken by Blafco, and Blafco was likewife taken by Pizzaro’s brother* 
and thus by their covetous and fpightful quarrels, they were ever lhaking the maii 
pillars of their commonwealth. Thefelind many more mifehiefs and calamities ha*, 
penecl them, more than ever did to us, and at one time being even at the laft gafp 
had two Ihips not arrived with fopplies as they did, they were fo .dilheartened, they 
were leaving the country : wt w*e fee for all thofe miferies they have attained to 
their ends at laft, as is manifeft to all the world, boih vvithuhonour, power, and wealth* 
and w hereas before few could be hired to go to inhabit there, now with gfoat foit thev 
mu() obtain it; but where there was no honefty, nor equity, nor fanftity, nor verity 
nor piety, nor good civility, in fuch a country; certainly there- can be no ftabitity. * 

Therefore 



4i«lTlI*§ VIROIMIA. 

Therefore let net l)e dtfcouiaged/ lwC lath^ 9»utnated 
feeiog weare fo well afluredof the gobdiiefs tmd commbdides may be-liad in 
nor is ft to be mudh doubted there is anv want of mines of moftTortS) no not of tb# 
xieheft, 'as is well known to fome yet living tluit can make it manifeft when time ihalt 
lerve: yet to think that gold and filver mines are in a country otherwife moft rich 

and fnu^dl, or the greateft wealth in a plantadoot is but a popular error, as is that 
<^tnion'1ikewife, that the gold and filver is now the greateft wealth of the Weft Indies 

this prefent. True it is indeed, that in the firft conqueft the Spaniards gbt great 
^d mighty ftore of treafure from the natives, which they in long fpace had heaped 
together, and in thofe times the Indians fliewed them entire and rich mines, which 
now by the relations of them that have been th^, are exceedingly wafted, fo that 
now tne chaige of getting thofe metals is grown excefiive, befides the confuming the 
lives of many by their peftilent fmoke and vapours in digging and refining them, fo 
that all things confidcred, the clear gains of thofe metals, the King's part defrayed, to 
the advaiturers is but finall, and nothing near fo much as vulgarly is imagined ; and 
were it not for other rich commodities there that enrich them, thofe of the contraflioiu 
houfe Were never able to fubfift by the mines only, for the greateft part of their com* 
modities are jpartly natural and partly tranfported from other parts of the world, and 
-planted in the Weft Indies, as in their mighty wealth of fugar cancs, being firft tran* 
fported from the Canaries ; and in gmger and other things brought out of the Kaft 
Indies, in their cochineal, indigos, cotton, and their infinite ftore of hides, quick* 
filver, allum, woad, Brazil woods, dyes, paints, tobacco, gums, balms, oils, medicinal^ 
and perfumes, lariaparilb, and many other phyfical drugs; thefc arc the means 
whereby they raife that mighty charge of drawing out their gold and filver to the 
great and clear revenue of their King. Now feeing the moft of thofe commodities, 
or as tifefiil, may be had in Virginia by the fame means, as I have formerly faid ; let 
ns with all fpeed take the priority of time, where alfo may be had the priority of place, 
in Roofing the beft feats of the country, which now by vanquifiiing the favages, is like 
to offer a more fiiir and anqile choice of ihiitful habitations than hitherto our gentle* 
nefs and ^ comportments could attain unto. 


The Numbers that were Jlain in thofe feveral Plaatatiom, 


1 At Captaun Berkley's plantation, himfelf and 2i others, feated at the Falling-Crick, 

66 miles from James City - * * * * - aa 

2 Mr. Thomas Sheffield's plantation, ibme 3 miles from the Falling-Crick, himft^f 

md 13 others . * - • . *13 

3 At Hoirico Bland, about 2 miles from Sheffield's plantation - 6 

4 Slain of the Collie pe^le, 20 miles from Henrico > * ly 

5 At Charles City, and of Captain Smith's men * * 5 

6 At the next adjoining plantation • * * . g 


7 At William Fariqr's houfe * * 

8 At Biickley Hundred, 50 ihiles from Charles City, Mr. Hiorp and 

5) At Weftover, a mile Biickley * * 

io At Mr. John Weft's plwtadon 
n ^ Captain Nathaniel Weft’s plantation - 

1 2' ' At lieutenant Gibs's plantati^ - - - 

13 :^^iUch^d Owen's houfe, 


10 

10 

IS 

2 

2 

2.2 

6 

U At 



vn^omi'^ ms * 

r4’ . « ,. •? ♦ - , t, S 

Ma«i*-tiHand»ed»7.i|ml«.fK)miam , - , *. /. 73 

1..$,'. Ac^another plac# '. ■.,.■>»■ - -,r 7 

Edward Bcmk^s plantation - • ^ - v 

18 At Mr., Waters's houfo) himfelf aad •* - - v ■ ff- 

19 At Apamatuck's river, at Mr. Pierce's plantation, ^ miles from the College 4 

so At Mr. . Macock’sdmdent, Captain Samuel Macock, and • • 4. 

ti At Flowerda Hundred, Sir George Yearley’s plantatioa • - 6 

S3. Ontheother iidc oppofite to it - - • - 7 

33 .At Mr. Swinbow's houfe, himfelf and - - » • 7 

34 At Mr. William) Bickar's boufe, himielf and > • - 4 

25 At Weanoefc, of Sir George Ycarley’s people - r 31 

36 At Powel Brooke, Captain Nathaniel Powell, and > > >12 

37 At Southampton Hundred - , - - - - 5 

.38 At Martin Brandon's Hundred - . - - 7 

■ 29 At Captain Henry Spilman's boufe • - *- - 2 

30 At Enfign Spence's houfe - - - - - $ 

3 1 At Mr. Thomas Perfe’s houfe by Mulbery Ille, himfelf and • >4 

, The whole number 347. 

Men in tin's taking bittered with afflidion, 

Better attcni], and mind, and mark relig.ion. 

For then time voices. iiTiie from their hearts, 

Tlien fpeak they what they think in inn^olt parts, 

The trutli reinaint^dj^iry cak off feigned arts* 

This famentable and fo unexpected a.difafter caufed them .all believe the o^xhibn of 
Mr. Stockam,. and drove them all to their wits end : it was twenty or thirty days ere- 
they could rcfolve what to do, but at lail it was concluded, all the petty plautatiofw^ 
ihould be abandpn^d^ and drawn only to make good five or Ax places, where all their 
labours now for the moll part mult redound to the Lords of thofe lands where they 
were refident. Now for want of boats, it was impolEble upon fuch a fuddeti to brinjg 
alfo their cattle and man^ other things, which with much time, charge, and labour they 
had then in pofTcilion with them ; all which for the moft part at their departure was 
burnt, ' ruined, and deflroycd by the favages. Only hLr. Gookins at Niiports-pewes. 
would not obey the commander's command in that, though he had fcarce Ewe and thirty 
.qf ail forts with him, yet he thought himfelf fulEcient agaiiiE what could liappai, and 
ib didTo his great credit and the content of his adventurers. Mr- Samuel ilorden 
fathered together but a few of the ftragglers about him at Beggars>buflH where he 
fortified and. lived in defpight of the enemy. Nay, Mrs. Pro^r, a proper modeft civil- 

g entlewoman did the like, till perforce the EngUih officers forced her and all thenv witlt 
ertogo with them, or they would fire her houfethemfelves, as the favages did wh^ they 
, were gone, in whofc defpight tliey had kept it, and what they had a month' prllifee 
weeks after the maffacre ; which wps to their hearts a grief beyond companffin, tb jbfe 
, all they had in that manner, only to fccure others ple^ues. No^ here Ui Eh£lani3 it 
was thought all thofe remainders might prefehtly have been reduced irito fifties' pr 
hundreds in places moft convenient with what they bad, having fueffi Ib^ng'r hb^^es as 
.-^ey reported they had, which with, fmail labour might haue maide mvmcible 
caul^ again all the favages in the land, and thcn'prefeickly. ...i:mfedVa cbmpahy.as a. 
vum^g army, to torment the barbarous^ and. fecui% the reft, and & hise Wl atl that 

cotmtry 
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country betwixt the nvers of Powhatan and Fiimaunke tg nngeand Alftliti Aem ; 
efpedally all the territories of Kecoughtan, Chtika^f and Pafpabe^ey from Ozimi^'to 
that branch of Patnaunkc, coming from Youghtanund, which ftrait of land is not paiit 
4 or 5 miles, to have made a peninfula much bigger than the Summer Ifles, environed 
with the j^adefl parts of thofe two main rivers, which for plenty of fuch things as 
Virginia affords is not to be exceeded, and were it well manured, more than fuiHcient 
for ten thoufand men. This, were it well underflood, cannot but be thought better 
than to bring five or fiK hundred to lodge and live on that, which before would not 
well receive and maintain a hundred, planting little or nothing, but fpend that they have 
upon hopes out of England, one evil l)egetting another, till the difeafa is pafl cure : 
therefore it is irnpoflible but fuch coiiTfes mufl produce moll fearful miferics and extreme 
extremities ; if it prove otherwife, I fliould be exceeding glad. I confefs I am fomewhat 
too bold to cenfure other men’s aflions being not prefent, but they have done as much 
of me ; yea, many here in England that were never there, and alfo many there that 
know little more than their plantations, but as they are informed ; and this doth touch 
the glory of God, the honour of my country, and the public good fo much, for which 
there hath been fo many fair pretences, that I hope none will be angry for fpcaking my 
opinion, feeing the old Proverb doth allow lofers leave to fpeak; and Du Bartas 
f^th, , 

E'tn as the wind the angry ocean moves, 

Wavehanteth wave, and billow billow fliovcs; 

So do all nations joftlc each the otht r, 

And fo one people do piirfiic another ; 

And fcarce a freond hath the fit ft nnhons’d. 

Before a third him thence again have mus’d. 

Amongfl the multitude of thefo feveral relations, it appears Captain Nufe feeing 
many of the difficulties to enfue, caufed as much corn to be planted‘as he could at 
Elizabeth’s City, and though fome deflroyed that they had fet, fearing it would ferve the 
favagesforambufeadoes, trufling to relief by trade, or from England, which hath ever been 
one caufe of our miferies, for from England we have not had much, and for trading, 
every one hath not (hips, fhalops, interpreters, men, and provifions to perform it, and 
thofe that have, ufe them only for their own private gain, not the public good, fo that 
ouf^eginning this year doth caufe many to diftruft the event of the next. H^re we 
will leave Captain Nufe for a while, lamenting the death of Captain Norton, a vkliant, 
indullrious gtmtleman, adorned with many good qbalitics, befides phyfic and furgery, 
which for the public good, he freely imparted to all gratis, but mod bountifully to the 
poor ; and let us fpeak a little of Captrin Crolhaw amongfl the midfl cf thofe broils in 
the river of Patawomeke. 

Being in a fmall bark called the Elizabeth, under the command of Captain Spilman, 
at Cekacawone, a favage dole aboard them, and told them of the maffacre, and that 
Opechankanough had plotted with his King and country to betray them alfo, which 
theyrefufed, but them of Wighcocomoco at the mouth of the river had undertaken itj 
upon this Spilman went thither ; but the favages feeing his men fo vigilant and well 
armed, they fufpefCed themfelvcs difeovered, and to colour their guilt, th*e better to 
delude him, fo contented his define in trade, his pinnace was near freighted ; but feeing 
no ipore to be had, Crofliaw went to Pataw’omek, where he intended to day and trade 
for himfelf, by reafon of the long acquaintance he had with this King that fo eamedly 
entreated him now to be his friend, his countenancer, his captain, and direflor againd 
the Pazaticans, the Nacotchtanks, and Moyaons, his mortal enemies. Of this oppor- 
tunity 
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to Op^aB^ or at 

loiftiwAehtaan mfhiitoent againft our enemies; foonlyElisHill ftayedwith Mitt ' 
andithepmnace returned to Elizabeth City; here fhall they reft alfo a little, till'we fee 
how this neirs was entertained in Englai^. . ^ ’ 

It was no fmall grief to the council and company^ to underftand of fuch a fuppofed 
impoffible lofe; as that fo many fliould fail by the hands of men fo contemptible ; and 
yrt having fuch warnings, efpecially by the death of Nemattanow, whom the favages 
did think was Ihot.free, as he had pcrfuaded them, having fo long efcaped fo many 
dangers without^any hurt. But now to leap out of this labyrinth of melancholy, all 
this did not fo difcourage the noble adventurers, nor divers others ftill to undertake 
new foveral plantations, but that divers Ihips were difpatched away, for their fupplies 
and affiftance thought fufficient. Yet Captain Smith did intreat and move them to put 
in praftice his old offer, feeing now it was time to ufe both it and him, how llenderly 
heretofore both had been regarded, and becaufe it is not impertinent to the bufinefs, it 
is not much amifs to remember what it was. 

The Proje^ and Ojftr of Captain John Smith, to the Right Honourable and Right Worjhip. 

. ful Company Virginia. 

IF you pleafe I may be tranfported with a hundred foldiers and thirty failors by the 
next Mjchaelnias, with vifbuals, ammunition, and fuch neceffary provifion, by God’s 
affiftance, we would endeavour to enforce the favages to leave their country, w brintr 
them m that fear and fubjeclion that ev^ man ffiould follow their bufinefs fecurely 
whereas now half their times and labours are fpent in watching and warding, only to 
def^d, but a together unable to fupprefs thf lavages, becaufe every man now b^g 
for himfelf will be uiiwUlmg to Jie drawn from their particular labours, to be made as 
pack-horfes for all the reft, without any certainty of fome better reward and prefer- 
ment than 1 can underftand any there can or will yet give them. . 

Thefe Uvould employ only in ranging the countries, and tormenting the favages, and ■ 
that they ffiould be as a runnmg array till this were effefted, and then fettle themfelves ^ 
m fome fuch convenient place, that ffiould ever remain a garrifon of that ftrengrh 
any occafion againft the favages or any other for the defence of the 
coun^ and to fee all the Engliffi well armed, and inftrud them their ufe. But I 
would have a bark of one hundred tons, and means to build fix or feven ffialloos to 
tftnfport them where there ffiould be occafion. 

‘ Towards the charge, becaufe it is for the general good, and what by the maffacre 
and other accidents, Virginia is difparaged, and many men and their puifes much 
di^uraged, however a great many do haften to go, thinking to be new heirs to all 

Aey will not find all things as they do imagine; therefore 
thofe gilded conceits, and dive into the true eftate of the colony, I think if His 
Majefty were truly inform^ of their neceffity and the benefit of this projeft, he would 
N ^eafedto give thecuftom of Virginia, and the planters alfo according to thrir 
abili^es would add thereto fuch a contribution, as would be fit to msmtain this 
garrifon they be able to fubfift, or caufe fothe fuch other collefbons to be made as 
auy put it with all expedition in pradice, otherwife it is much to be doubted, there 
will neither come cuftom nor any thing from thence to England withm thefe few 

• ' Now . 
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Now if this fhoald be thought an employment more fit for ancient foldiers there 
bred, than fuch new comers as may go with me, you may pleafe to leave that to my 
difcretion, to accept or refufo fuch voluntaries, that will hazard their fortunes in the 
trials of thefe events, and difeharge fuch of my company that had rather labour, the 
ground^^an fubdue their enemies : what relief I Ihould have from your colony I 
would fatisfy and fparc them (when 1 could) the like courtefy. Nolwithftanding 
thefe doubts, I hope to feed ihetn as well as defend them, and yet difeover you more 
land unknown than they all yet know, if you will grant me fuch privileges as of 
necoflity mull; he ultd. 

For againft any enemy we mull be ready to execute the beft can be devifs^ by 
your ftate there, but not that they fliall cuher lake away my men, or any thing file to 
employ as they pleafe by virtue of their authoriiy, and in 'that 1 have done fompwhat 
for New England as well as Virginia, fo I would dcfire liberty and authority to niake 
the beft life 1 can ol my belt (.xpericnce, uitliin the limits oi thofc two patents, and 
to bring them both in one map, and the countries betwixt them, giving always that 
refpeft to the governors and government, as an Kngiilhman doth in Scotland, or a 
Scotchman in I'ngland, or as the regiments in the Low Ckiumrits du to the governors 
of the towns :ind cities where they are billeted or in garrifon, where though they live 
with them and arc as their fervants to defend them, yet not to be dilpofed^oti at their 
plea[ure, hut as the prince and ftate doth command them, and for my own pains in 
particular I afk not any thing but what I cau produce trQin the proper labour of the 
ikvages. 


T/jcir Anfiver* 

I CANNOT fay it was generally for the company, for being publilhcd in their 
court, the moft that heard it liked exceeding well of tiie motion, and fomc would 
have been very large adventurers in it, t-fpocialiy Sir John Brooks and Mr. David 
Wyffin, but there were fuch divilions amongft them, I could obtain no.anfwer but 
this, the charge would be too great ; their ftock was decayed, and they did think the 
planters fliould do that of thcmfelves if 1 could find means to eftccl itj 'they did think 
1 might have leave of the company, provided they might have half the pillage ; but I 
tKmk there are not many will much drive for that employment, for except it be a 
little corn at fomc time of the year is to be had, I would not give twenty pounds for 
all the pillage is to be got amongft the fivages* in twenty years, but becaufe they 
fuppofed I fpoke only for my own ends, it were good thofe uiidcrftand pravidents for 
the company’s good they fo much talk of, were fent thither to make trial of their pro- 
found wifdom and long experience. 

About this time alfo was propounded a propofiiion concerning a falary of fivc-and- 
twenty thoufand pounds to be railed out of tobacco, as a yearly pcnfion to be paid to 
certain officers for the creeling a new office, concerning the foie importation of 
tobacco, befides His Majefty’s cuflom, freight, and all other charges. To nominate 
the undertakers, favourers and oppofers, with their arguments pro and con, would'^ 
be too tedious and needlefs, being fo publicly known, the which to eftablifh, fpent a 
good part of that year and the beginning of the next. I’his made many think 
wonders of Virginia, to pay fuch penftons extraordinary to a few here that were never 
ti^re, and alfo in what ftate and pomp fome chieftains and divers of their alIbciatCvS 
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live in Virginia^ and yet no money to raaintatn a garrifon, pav poor men their wage«, 
nor yet five-and-twenty pence to all* the advoiturers here, and very little to the moft 
part of the planters thete, bred fuch differences in opinion, it was diffolv-.*d. 

Now let us return to Captain Crolhaw at Patawomek, where he had not been lor;g 
ere Opechancanough fetit two balkets of beads to this King, to kill him and hjs inaii, 
affuring him of the inaffacre ho had made, and that before the end of two moons there 
fliould not be an Englifliman in all their countries : this fearful incffage the King told 
this captain, who replied, he had fecJi both the cowardice and treachery of Opechan- 
canough fulficiently tried by Captain Smith, therefore his threats he feared nor, nor 
for his favour carvd, btit would nakedly fjght with him, or any of his, with their own 
fvvorJs ; if he were ilain, he would leave a letter for his countrymen to know the fault 
was his own, not the King’s ; two days the King delilteratod upon an anfwer ; at lafl: 
told him the Englifliwere his friends, and the favage I'lnperor Opitchapam, now called 
Toyatan, w'as his brother, therefo'c then? fiiould be no blood filed betwixt them; fo he 
returned the prefeiit!.;, willing thel'aniaunkos to come no more in his country, left the 
Englifli, though agalnit liis will, fhould Jo them any mifehief. 

Not long after, a brjilt going abroad to feck out foine relief amongH the plantations, 
by Nuports-newes, met fueli ill weather, though the men were laved, they lofl: their 
boat, which the Aorin and waves caff upon the Ihoi'o of Nandfamund, where Edward 
Waters, one of the three That firft flayed in Summer Ifles, and found the great piece of 
ambergreale ; dwelling in Virginia at this maffacre, he and his wife thefo Nandfamunds 
kept prifoners, till it eiianced they found this boat, at which purchafe they fo rejoiced, 
according to their cuflom of triumph, with fongs, dances, and invocations, they were 
fo buficd, that Wafers and his wife found opportunity to get fecretly into their canoe, 
and fo croffed the river to Kccoughtan, which is nine or ten miles, whereat the Englifh 
no lefs wandered and rejoiced, than the favagef were mad with difeontent. Thus you 
may fee how many defperate dangers fome men efcape, when others die that have all 
things at their pleafurc. 

All men thinking Captain Crofliaw dead. Captain Hamer arriving wnth a fliip and a 
pinnace at Patawomck, was kindly entertained both by him and the King ; that Don 
Ilamer told the King he came for corn : the King replied, he had none, but the 
Nacolchlanks and their confederates had, which were enemies both to him and them ; 
if they would letch it, he would give them forty or fifty choice bow-men, to condu£l 
and aflift them. 'J’hofc lavages, w'iih fotneof the Englifh, they fent, whofo well played 
their parts, they flew eighteen of the Nacotchtanks, fome write but four, and fome fay 
they had a long Ikirmifli with tlicm, where the Patawomeks were fo eager of revenge, 
they drove them not only out of their town, but all out of fight through the woods, thus 
taking what they liked, and fpoiling the reft ; they retired to Paiiiwomek, where they 
leilt Captain Crolhaw, with four men more, the reft fet fail for James 'i’own. Captain 
Crqflbaw now, with five men and himfelf, found night and day lb many alarms, he 
retired in^o fuch a convenient place that, with tin.- help of the lavages, he had quickly for- 
tified himfelf againft all thofo wild enemies. Captain Nule, his pinnace meeting Hamar 
.■by the way, underllanding all this, came to fee (hiptain Croliie.w ; after their belt inter- 
changes of courtelies, Crolhaw writ to Nufc, the eftate of the place V/here he was, but 
underftanding by them the poor eftate of the colony, olfered if they would fend him 
but a bold fhallop, with men, arms, and provifion for trader, the next harvell ho would 
provide them corn fufficient ; but as yet, it being but the latter ei\d of June, there was 
little or none in all the countty- 

'I'his being made known to the governor and the reft, they fent Captain Madyfon, 
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with a (hip an4i»nnaee, aa4foi]Mlix>>and>t!uitf men ; thofe 

the ufe of thm ftKms,but -recdving a letter from Bd^fC) his wife, a priloner, wkh tiihe* 
teen more, at Psbiaunkc, to ufe means to the governor fb# thdr liberty; fo he ddak^th 
his King, he got lirft two of his great men to go with him to James Town, and dght days 
after to ted four of his council to Pamaunke, there to (lay till he fent one of his two to 
them, toperfuade Opachankanough to fend two of his with two of thePatawoniekes, to 
treat about thofe prifoners, and the relt fhould remain their holtage at Pamaunke ; but 
the commanders at James Town, it feems, liked not of it, and fo fent the Patawomekes 
back again to their own country, and Captain Crolhaw to his own habitation. 

All this time we have forgot Captain Nufe, where we left him but newly acqus^nted 
with the maflacre, calling all his next adjoining difperfed neighbours together, he re- 
garded not the peftcring his own houfe, nor any thing to relieve them, and wjth all 
fpeed entrenched himfelf, mounted three pieces of ordnance, fo that within fourteen 
days, he was ftrong enough to defend himfelf from all the favages ; yet when vitliuals 
grew fcant, fome that would forage without order, which he putiifhed, near occafioned 
a mutiny : notwithllanding, he behaved himfelf fo fatherly and kindly to them all, they 
' built two houfes for them he daily expedfed from England, a fair well of frefli water, 
mantled with brick, becaufe the river and creeks are there brackifh or fait ; in all 
which things he played the fawyer, carpenter, dauber, labourer, or any thing ; wherein, 
though his courage and heart were fteeled, he found his body was not made of iron, 
for he had many ficknelTes, and at laft a dropfy, no lefs grief to himfelf than forrow to 
his wife, and all under his government. Thefe crofles and lofles were no fmall in- 
creafers of this malady, nor the thus abandoning our plantations, the lofs of our har> 
veft, and alfo tobacco, which was as our money ; the vineyard our vincyctors had 
brought to a good forwardnefs, bruifed and deflioyed with deer, and all tilings ere 
they came to perfection, with weeds, diforderly pcrl'ons, or wild hearts ; lb that as we 
are, I cannot perceive but the next year will be worfe, .being ftill tormented with pride 
and flattery, idlencfs and covetoufnefs, as though they had vowed here to keep their 
court, with all the pertilential vices in the world for their attendants, enchanted with a 
conceited ftatelinefs, even in the very bottom of miferablc fenfelefl’nels. 

Shortly after. Sir George Ycarley and Captain William Powell took each of them a 
company of well-difpofed gentlemen and others, to feck tlicir enemies : Ycarley rang- 
ii^the Ihoreof Weanock, could fee nothing but their old houfes which he burnt, and 
fo went home : Powell fearching another parr, found them all fled but three he' met by 
chance, whofe heads he cut off, burnt their houfes, and fo returned ; for the favages 
are fo light and fwift, though we fee them, (being fo loaded with armour,) they have 
much advantage of us, though they be cowards. 

I confefs this is true, and it may caufe fome to fuppofe they are grown invincible ; but 
will any go to catch a hare with a taber and a pipe J for who knows not, though there 
be monfcrs both of men and beafts, filh and fowl, yet the greateft, the ftrongeft, tlic 
wildeft, cruelleft,,ficrcert;, and cunningeft, by rcafon, art, and vigilancy, courage and 
induftry, hath been rtain, fubjccted, or made tame, and thofe are ilill but favages as 
they were, only grown more bold by our own fiinplicity, and ftill will be worle anck 
worfe, till they be tormented with a continual purfuit, and not with lying inclofed within 
palifadpes, or affrighting .them out of your lights, thinking they have done well, can but 
defend thcmfelvcs ; and ta .do this to any purpofe, will require both chai;ge, patience, 
and experience. But to thefr proceedings. 

^out the latter end of Juhi^ 3ir George Yearley, accompanied with the council, 
aiiil a number of the preatrft a^lants in land, frayed three or four days with Cap- 
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tain Nnfei to a c|iief.nutn ambngit them for wantofproviHon for 

hiscbinpatty : the great commander replied, he fhould turn them to his green coin, 
iiirlikh would make them plump and fiat ; thefe fields being fo near the fort, werebettitf 
regarded and preferred than the refi ; but the great man’s command, as we calf thetn, 
was quickly obeyed, for though it was fcarce half grown either to the^eatneis or 
goodnefs, they devoured it green though it did them fmall good. Sir George with' his 
company went to Accomack to his new plantation, where he (laid near fix weeks ; fome 
com he brought home, but as he adventured for himfelf, he accordingly enjoyed the. 
benefit ; fome petty magazines came this fummer, but cither the reftraint by procla* 
motion, or want of boats, or both, cau fed few but the chieftains to be little better by 
them. So long as Captain Nufc had any thing wc had part ; but now all being fpent,. 
an4 the people forced to live upon oyfters and crabs, they became fo faint no work 
"could be done; and where the law was, no work, no meat, now the cafe is altered to 
no meat, no work ; fome fmall quantity of milk and rice the captain had of his own, 
and that he would dftribute gratis as he faw occafion ; I fay gratis^ for I know no place 
elfe, but it was fold, for ready payment : thofe ears of corn that had cfcaped till Augufi, 
though not ripe by reafon of the late planting, the very dogs did repair to the com 
fields to feek them as the men till they were hanged ; and this 1 proteft before God is 
true that 1 have related, not to Hatter Nufe, nor condemn any ; but all the time I have 
lived in Virginia, I have not feen nor heard that any commander hath taken fuch con- 
tinual painsTor the public, or done fo little good for himfelf, and his virtuous wife was 
no lefs charitable and compaffionate according to her power. For my own part, 
although 1 found neither mulberries planted, houfes built, men nor viduals provided, 
as the honourable adventurers did promife me in England ; yet at my own charge, 
having made thefe preparations, and the filk*worms ready to be covered, all was lofl;, 
but my poor life and children, by the maflacre, the which as God in his mercy did 
preferve, I continually pray we may fpend to his glor)'. I'he 9th of September. we had 
an alarm, and two men at their labours Hain ; the captain, though extremely fick, 
tallied forth, but the favages lay hid in the corn-fields all night, where they tleltroyed 
all they could, and killed two men more ; much mifehief they did to Mr. Edward 
Hill’s cattle, yet he alone defended his houfe, though his men were Tick and could do 
nothing, and this was our firll; aflault fince' the mafi'acre. 

About this time Captain Madyfon paffed by us, having taken prifotiers the King of 
PaMwomck, his Ton, and two more, and thus it happened : Madyi'on not liking fo well 
to live amor.glt the favages as CmHiaw did, built him a Itrong houfe within the fort, 
fo that they were not fo Ibciable as bcibre, nor did they much like Poole the interpreter ; 
many alarms they had, but faw no enemies : Madyfon, before his building, went to 
Moyaoncs, where he grit provifiou for a month, and was proniil’cd much more, fo he 
returned to Patawotnek and built this houfe, andw'as w’cUufed by the favages. Now 
, by the four great men the King fent to Pamaunke for the redemption of tht’pril'oners, 
'Madyfon fent them a letter, but they could neither deliver it nor fee them : fo long 
they ftaid that the King grew doubtful of their bad ufage, that he fwore by the ikies, 
if they returned not well, he would have wars with Opechankanough fo long as he 
had any thing : at this time two of Madyfon’s men ran from him to find them, he fent 
Mr. John Upton and three more with an Indian guide to Nazatica, where they heard 
they were. At this place was a King beat out of his country by the Necoftsj enemies 
to the Patawomeks ; this expelled King, though he profefled much love to the Patawo-' 
.meks, yet he loved not the King becaufe he would not help him! to revenge his injuries ;; 
but to our interpreter, Pooler he protefted great promifing if any treafon were, 
.. hcL 
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he^ould reveal it : our guide conduced this Bandyto* with them up to Par^womek, 
ana there kept him j our fugitivc?s, we found the Piitawomeks had taken and brought 
home, and the four great men returned from Pamaimkc j not long after, this expelled 
King defired private conference with Poole, urging him to fwcar by his God never to 
reveal wha||be would tell him ; Poole promifed he would not : “ Then,” quoth this King, 
“ tliol'e gre^t meti that went to P smaunke, went not as you fuppofc they pretended, 
but to contrad with Opcciiiinkanough how to kill you all here, and thefe are their 
plots. 

“ Firfl, they will procure lirdf of you to go a fifliing to their furtheft town, and 
there fet upon them, and cut oil' the roll ; if that fail, they will feign a place where ^re 
many ftrangers would trade their furs, wliere they will perluade half of y^m to go 
trade, and there murder you and kill them at home ; and if this fail alfo, then tjiey 
will make alarms two nights together, to tire you out with watching, and then lot upon 
you ; yet, of all this, (laid 1 k‘,) there is none acquainted but the King and the great 
conjurer.” 

'I'his being made known to tlie captain, W'e all ftood more punQually upon our guard, 
at which the favages wondering, delired to know the caufc ; we told them we exp ded 
ibme alTault from the Pamaunkes, whereat they feemed contented, and the next day 
the King went on hunting with two of 01 ^ men, and the other filhing and abroad as 
before, till our flialloj) rei timed from Janies I’ow'ii, W'ith the two lavages, lent home 
with Captain Crolliaw ; by tliofe the governor fent to Madyfon, that this King (hoitld 
fend him twelve of his great men ; word of this was fent to the King at another rfown 
where he was, who not coming prcfently with the melfenger, Madyfon conceited he 
regarded not the mell'age, and intended, as he fuppoftd, tlie fame treafon. 'J'he next 
morning the King coming home, being fent for, he came to the captain, and brought 
him a difh of their daintiell fruit ; then the captain feigned his return to James Ti wn ; 
th King told him he might if he would, but defired not- to leave him defiiiutcof aid, 
haviijg lo many enemitis about him ; the captain told him he would leave a guard, but 
entreated his anfwer concerning the twelve great men for the governor ; the King 
replied, bis enemies lay fo about him he could not fpare them ; then the- captain defired 
bis foil and one other ; my fon, laid the King, is gone abroad about bufinefs, but the 
other you defnv you lliall have, and tliat other fits by him ; but that man refufed to 
jjo. ^icreupon Madyfon went forth and locked the door, leaving the King, his fon, 
nnd four favages, and five Knglifimien in the llrong-hotife, and fetting upon the town 
with the rdl of his men. Hew thirty or forty men, ‘women, and children: the King 
tlemanding the caufe, Poole told him the treafon, crying out to entreat the captain 
ceafe from fuch cruL-liy ; but having llain and made lly all in the town, lie returned, 
laxing tlie poor King of treafon, who lienied to th'.- death not to know of any fuch 
jiiailer } but laid, this is Ionic plot of them that told it, only to kill me for being your 
friend. Then Madyfon willed him, to command nor-e of his men fhould /hoot at him 
as he went aboard, which he prelent ly did, and it was performed : fb Madyfon depart- 
ed, leading the King, his Ion, and two more to his Ihip, promifing when all his men 
were flup] ;cd, he fhould return at liberty ; notwithflanditig he brought them to Janies 
Town, where they h\y fome days, and after were font home by Caplin 1 lamer, that 
tnok ebrn for their ranfoni, and alter fet fail for Newfoundland. 

But, alas the caufe of this was only litis- 

They uuderkood, adr knew what was amifs. 


Ever 
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Ever, Ance the l^eginnmg of thcfe plantaHons, it hath been fuppoli^ the Kin&pf 
Spain would invade them, or oJr Engiiih Papifts endeavour to dilTolve them. But 
'neither all the councils of Spam nor Papifts in the world could have devifed a better 
courfe to bring them all to ruin, than thus to abufo their friends : nor could there ever 
have been a better plot to have overflirown Opechaiikanough than Captain Cro- 
fhaws, had it been fully managed wiih expedition. Bur it feems God is angry to 
fee Virginia made a ftage where nothing but iniu'der and indifcrction contends for 
victory. 

Among the reft of the plantations all this fuinmer little was done, but fecuring thera- 
felv('s, and plai^ting tobacco, which paflcs there as current filvor, and by the oft turning 
and winding it, fome grow x'ich, hut many poor, notwithftauding ten or twelve Hiips or 
more liath arrived ih "re fince the imulhcre although it was Chriltmas ere any returned,, 
and ’that leturn greatly revived all men’s longing expeftaiiou here in ICnglanil ; for they 
brought news, that not witliftanditig their extreme licknefs, many were recovered, and 
finding the lavages did not much trouble them, except it were fom(;timcs fome difor- 
derly Itragglers tliey cut olT. 'I'o lull litem the better in fccurity, they fought no re- 
venge till their corn was ripe ; then they drew together three hundred of the belt 
foldiers they could, and would leave their private bufinefs, and adventure thcmfelvcs 
amongft the favages, to furpi ize their corn, tmder the conduct of Sir George Yearley, 
being embarked in convenient fliipjting, antl^all things necellary for the enterprife ; 
they firft went to Nandfainund, where the people let fire on their own Itoufcs, and 
fpoiletj what they could, and then lied with what they could carry ; fo that the iinglilh- 
did make no flaughter amonglt them for revenge. Their corn-fields being newly ga- 
thered, they furprifed all they found, burnt all the houfes rennuned unburnt, and fo 
departed. Quartering about Kccouglitan, after the watch was fet, Samuel Collyer, one 
of the moft ancient planters, and very well acquainted with their language and habita-^ 
tion, humours and comliiions,^nd governor of a town, when the watch was fet going' 
the round, unfortunatelv by a ccntinel that difeharged his piece, was flain. 

Thence they failed to Pamaunkc, the chief feat of Opechaiikanough, the contriver of the 
malTacrc : the favages fecincd exceeding fearful, promiling to bring tliem Sara, and the 
reft of ilie Englilh yet living, with all the arms, and what they had to reftorc, much defir- 
iug peace, and to give them any fatisfaclion they could. Many fuch devices they feigned 
to prograliinatc the time ten or twelve days, till they had got away their corn from all 
the other places up tlte river, but that where the Englifli kept their quarter ; at laft, 
when they law all thofo promifes were but dclufions, they feized on all the corn there 
W'as, fet lire on their own houfes ; and in following the favages that fled before them,, 
iumc few of thole naked devils had that fpirit, they lay in ainbufeado, and as our men 
inarched, difeharged fome fliot out of Englilh pieces, and hurt fome of them, flying 
at their pleafures where they lifted, burning their empty houfes before them, as they 
went to make themfelves fport ; fo they cfcaped ; and Sir George returned with corn,, 
where for our pains we had three bulhels a-piece ; but wc were enjoined before we had 
it, to pay ten (hillings the bufliel for freight and other charges. Thus, by this means,, 
the favages arc like, tis they report, to endure no finall mifery this winter j and that fome 
of our men are returned to their former plantations. ’ 

What other pafiages or impediments happened in their proceedings, that they were 
not fully revenged or the favages before they returned, I know not, nor could ever hear 
more, but that they fuppofed they flew two, and how it was impoflible for any men to 
do more than they did ; yet worthy Ferdinando Gourtus had fcarce three hundred 
Spaniards to conquer the great city of Mettico, where thoufands of favages dwelled ins 

ftrong. 



i^9 SMITHES VIRCWIA. 

{l||mg hoiifes ; but because they a dviUzed people, had vredth, tlib^ 

b^ans, as as beafts have nothing ; 1 intreat ydtur padence, to tellyoa my b^on, 
idiich ifit be Gdd’s pleafurel ihall not live to put in pradice, yet it maybe hereafter 
ufeful fo^ fome, but howfoever, I hope not hurtful to any, and this it is. < '' 

Had tb(^ three hundred men been at my difpoflng, I would have fent firft one hun- 
dred to Captain Rawley Croihaw to Patawomck, with fome finall ordnance for the fort, 
the 'which but with daily exercifing them, would have ftruck that love and admiration 
into the Patawomeks, and terror and amazement into his enemies, which are not far 
off, and moft feated upon the other fide the river, they would willingly have been 
friends, or have given any conipofition they could, before they would* be tormen/ed 
with fuch a vifible fear. 

Now though they be generally perfidious, yet neceflity con fl rains thofe to a kind of, 
coiiftancy bccaufe of their enemies, and neither myfelf Aat firft found them, Captain 
Argali, Crofliaw, nor Ilamar, never found themfelves in fifteen years trial ; nor is it 
likely now they would have fo hoftaged their men, fuffer the building of a fort, and 
their women and children amongft them, had they intended any yilluny ; but fuppofe 
they had, who would have defired a better advantage than fuch an advertifement, to 
have prepared the fort for fuch an affault, and furcly it muft be a poor fort they could 
hurt, much more take, if there wer^ut five men in it, durft difeharge a piece : 
therefore a man not well knowing their* ondition, may be as well too jealous as too 
carelcfs; fuch another lope fconce would I have had at Onawmanient, and one hun- 
dred men more to have made fuch another at Atquacke, upon the river of Toppa- 
hanock, which is not paft thirteen miles diftant from Onawmanient : each of which 
twelve men would keep, as well as twelve thoufand, and fpare all the reft, to be em- 
ployed as there ihould be occafion : and all this with thefe numbers might eafiiy have 
been done, if not by courtefy, yet by compulfion, efpecially at that time of September, 
when all their fruits were ripe, their beafts fat, and infinite numbers of wild-fowl began 
to repair to every creek, that* men, if they would do any thing, could not want viftuals. 
.This done, there remained yet one hundred who ihould have done the like at Ozinieke, 
upon the river of Chickahamania, not paft fix miles from the chief habitations of Ope- 
chaidcanuugh. Thefe fmall forts had been caufe fufficient to caufe all the inhabitants 
of each of thofe rivers to look to themfelves ; then having fo many ihips, barks, and 
boairin Virginia, as there was at that prefent, with what facility might you havj^Jwdcd 
two hundred and twenty men, if you had but only five or fix boats, in one ^tght ; 
forty to range the branch of Mattapanyent, forty more that of Youghtanund, and forty 
more to keep their rendezvous at Pamaunke itfelf. All which places lie fo near they 
might hear from each other within four or five hours, and not any of thofe fmall par- 
ties, if there were any valour, diferetion, or induftry in them, but as fufficient as four 
thoufand, to force them all to contribution,^ or take or fpoil all they had : for having 
thus fo many convenient rendezvous to relieve each other, though all the whole coun- 
tries had been our enemies, where could they reft, but in the depth of winter we might 
bum all the houfes upon all thofe rivers in two or three days ? Then without fires they 
could not live, vvhich they could not fo hide, but we ihould find, and quickly fo tiw 
them with watching and warding, they would be fo weary of their lives, as either fly all 
thtar countries, or give all the had, to be releafed of fuch an hourly mifery. Now fl 
Ktrt afmall number of the fayages would affift us, as there is no queftion but divers o: 
di^/would ; and to fuppofe they coiild not be ^wn to fuch ia£Uon, were to .believe 
more virtuous than many Ghriftiai^, and the beft governed people in the world 
A^'tflexaifiiuhkes might have been dflpatdied as well In a month as in a ant 
‘ ■ ■ tha 



smith's VIRGINIA. l6l 

then to have dwelt with any other .enemies at our pleafure, and yet made all this tofl 
and danger but a recreation. 

If you think this ftrangc or impofiiblo, twelve men with myfelf I found fuflicient, to 
go where I would a-clays, and furpri'e a houfe with the peoplt^, if not a whole town in 
a night, or encounter all the power ‘':ey could make, as a w^•;)le army, as formerly at 
large hath been related ; and it feei.ts. by thefe fnial! parties lafl; amongfl: them, by 
Captain Crofhaw', 1 lainar, and Madyfon, they are not grown to that excellency in 
policy and courage, but they might be encountered, and their wives and children ap- 
prehended. I know 1 fhall be taxed for writing fo much of myfelf, but I care not 
much, bccaufe t?ie judicial know there are few fiicli fokliers as are iny examples, 
have writ their own adlions, nor know I wiio will or can tell niy ituents better 
than myfelf- a, 

Some: again find as much fault with theCornitany for meddling with fo many plantations 
tegetlter, becaule they that have many irons in the fire fonie nmft burn ; buti think no, 
if they have men e nough know how to work them ; but howfoever, it were better fome 
bum than have none at all. I'he King of Spain regards but how many powerful king* 
doms he keeps under his obciliencc, and for the favage countries he hath fubje^od, 
tiic y arc more' than enough for a good cofmographer to nominate. And is three mole- 
hills fb much to us, an J»fo many empires fo little for him ? For iny own part, I can- 
not choofc but grieve, that the adions of an Englifhinan fhould be inferior to any, and 
that the command of England fliould not be as great as any monarchy that ever was 
fmcc thb world began ; 1 mean, not as a tyrant to torment all Chriflendom, but to fup- 
prefs her difturbers, and conquer her enemies. 

For the great Romans got into their liand> 

'i'he whole world’s compafst both Tea and land* 

Or any fens, or heaven or earth extended, 

And yet that natiop could not be contented. 

Miich about this time arrived a fmall bark of Bamflapic, which had been at the 
Summer Ifles, and in her Captain Nathaniel Butler, vcho having been governor there 
three years, and his commiffion expired, he took the opportunity of this fhip to fee 
Virginia. At James Town he was kindly entertained by Sir Francis Wyat, the gover- 
nor. After he had reflcd there fourteen days, he fell up with his fhip to the river 
of Chickahamania, w'hcrc meeting with Captain William Pow'ell, joimng together fuch 
forces as they had to the number of eighty, they fet upon the Chickahamanians, that 
fearfully fled, fiiflering the Englifh to fpoil all they had, not daring to refifl them. 
'I’hus he returned to James Town, where he (laid a month, at Kecoughtan as much 
more, and fo returned for England. 

But riding at Kecoughtan, Mr. John Argent, fon of Dr. Argent, a young gentle- 
man that went with Captain Butler from England to this place, Michael Fuller, Wil- 
liam Gany, Cornelius May, and one other, going afliore with fome goods late in a fair 
evening, luch a fudden gufl: did arife, that drove them athwart the river, in that place 
at lead three or four miles in breadth, where the fhore was fo fhallow at a low water, 
and the boat beating upon the fands, they left her, wading near half a mile, and oft 
up to the chin : fo well it happened, Mr. Argent had put his bandalier of powder in 
his hat, which, next God, was all their prefervations ; for it being February', and the 
ground fo cold, their bodies became fo benumbed, they were not able to ftrike fire 
with a ftecl and a flone he had in his pocket ; the ftone they loft twice, and thus thofe 
pimr fouls groping in the dark, it was Mr. Argent’s chance to find it, and with a few 
withered leaves, reeds, and brulh, make a fmall fire : bemg upon the Chefapeak’a 
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fiiore, thdr moitd enemies, great was their fear to be difcoyered. The joyful pom* 
ing appearing, they found their boat and goods dnven afliore, not fer from them, but 
fo fplit, fee was unferviceablc ; but fo much was the froit, their clothes did freeze upon 
their fet they durft not make any great fire to dry them, left th^eby the Upody 

favages ^ght defcry them, fo that one of them died the next day, and the next night 
digging a grave in the fands with their hands, buried him. In this bodily fear thw 
lived and fafted two days and nights, then two of them went into the land to fcek frem 
water ; the others, to the boat, to get feme meal and oil. Argent and his comrade 
' found a canoe, in which they refelved to adventure to their feip, but fee was adrift in 
the river before they returned : thus fruftrated of all hopes, Captain* Butler, the^hird 
night, ranging the more in his boat to feek them, difeharged his mufkets ; but they 
fuppofing It feme favages had got feme Englife pieces,^ey grew more perplexed than 
ever,fo he returned, and loft his labour. Ifee fourth day they unloaded their boat, and 
ftopping her leaks with their handkerchiefe and other rags, two rowing, and two baling 
out the water ; but far they went not ere the water grew upon them fe faft, and they 
fo tired, they thought themfelves happy- to be on feore again, ;though they perceived 
the Indians were not far off by their fires. Thus, at the very period of defpair. 
Fuller undertook to fit aftride upon a little piece of an old canoe ; fe well it pleafed 
God, the wind and tide ferved, by paddling with his hands ^d feet in the water, be< 
yond all expectation, God fo guided him three or four hours upon this board, he 
arrived at their ihip, where they no lefs amazed than he tired, they took him in. Pre- 
fently, as he had concluded wife his companions, he caufed them to difehargo a piece 
of ordnance if he efcaped, which gave no lefs comfort to Mr. Argent and the reft, 
than terror to thofe plantations that heard it (being late), at fuch an unexpected ala> 
rum : but after, with warm cloaths and a little ftrong water, they had a little recovered 
him, fuch was his courage and care of his diftrefl'ed friends, he returned that night 
again, with Mr. Felgate to conduCt him to them ; and fo giving thanks to God for fo 
hopelefs a deliverance, it pleafed his divine power both they and their provifion 
came fafely aboard ; but Fuller, they doubt, will never recover his benumbed leg$ 
and thighs. 

Now, before Butler’s arrival in England, many hard fpeeches were rumoured againft 
hjja for fo leaving his charge, before he received order from the Company : divers 
again of his feldiers as highly commended him for his good government, art, judg- 
ment, and induftry. But to make the mifery of Virginia appear, that it might be 
reformed in time, how all thofe cities, towns, coVporations, forts, vineyards, nurferies 
of mulberries, glafs-boufes, iron-forges, gueft-houfes, filk-worms, colleges, the Com- 
pany’s great eftate, and that plenty feme do fpeak of here, are rather things in words 
and paper, than in effeCl, wife divers reafons of the caufes of thofe defeds ; if it were 
falfe, his blame nor feame could not be too much : but if there be fuch defeCis in tlie 
government, and diftrefs in the colony, it is thought by many it hath been too long 
concealed, and requireth rather reformation than deputation : but, however, it were 
not amifs to provide for the worft, for the beft will help itfclf. Notwithftanding, it 
was apprehended, fo hardly, and examined wife that paflion, that the bruit thereof was 
fpread abroad with that expedition it did more hurt than the maffacre ; and the fault 
of all now, by the vulgar rumour, muft be attributed to. the unwholefomencfs of the 
air, and barrennefs of the country, as though all England were nought, becaufe the 
and marfees are unhealthy ; or barren, becaufe feme will lie under windows and 
ftiprtoe in Cheapfide, rot in gaols, die in the ftreet, highways, or any where, and ufe 
febKd^ff devices to nuintain themfelves in thofe nuferies, rather than take any pains 
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to lire as 1 ^ hdneft laboiif ; and a ^eat part of fuch like are the planters of 

Virgiiua« and partly the occafion of thefe defulments. 

In the latter end of this laft year, or the b^inning of this. Captain Henry Sfalman, 
a geittleman that hath lived in tnofe countries thirteen or fourteen years, one of the 
beft interpreters in the land, bring fumifhed with a bark and fix<and*twenty>;inen, he 
was fent to truck in the river of Patawomek, where he had lived a long time amongft 
the favages; whether he prefumed too much upon his acquaintance amongftthem, or they 
fought to be revenged of any for the daughter made amongft them by the Englilh fo 
lately, or he fought to betray them, or they him, are all feveral relations, but it fcems 
but imaginary : for then returned report they left him alhore about Patawomek ; but 
the name of the place they knew not, with one>and>twenty men, being but five in the 
bark, > the lavages, ere they fubeded any thing, boarded them witlr their canoes, and 
entered fo faft, the Englilh were amazed, till a failor gave fire to a piece of ordnance, 
only at random ; at the report whereof the favages leaped overboard, fo diftra£led 
with fear, they left their canoes and fwam alhore ; and prefently they heard a great 
bruit amongft the favages alhore, and faw a man's head thrown down the bank ; 
whereupon they weighed anchor, and returned home , but how he was furprized or 
fiain is uncertain. 


Thus things proceed and vary not a jot^ 

Whether we know them» or we know them not. 


A Particular of fuch Nccejfaries as cither private Famlics or fitigle Perfons Jhall have 
Caufe to provide to go to Virginia^ whereby greater Numbers may in part coHceive the 
better bow to provide for themfelvcs. 

Apparel, 

• • S* J* 


A Monmouth cap 

O 

I 

JO 

3 Falling bands 

o 

1 

3 

3 Shirts - . 

o 

7 

6 

1 Wriftcoat ... 

o 

2 

2 

1 Suit of canvas 

o 

7 

6 

I Suit of frieze 

o 

lO 

0 

1 Suit of cloth 

o 

15 

0 

3 Pair of Irilh ftockings • 

o 

4 

0 

4 Pair of fhoes 

o 

8 

8 

1 Pair of gaiters 

o 

0 

10 

1 Dozen of points - 

o 

0 

3 

1 Pair of canvas Iheets > o 

7 Ells of canvas to make a bed 
and bolfter, to be filled inVir- 

8 

0 

ginia, ferving for two men • o 
5 Ells of coarfe canvas to make 

8 

0 

a bed at fea for two men 

o 

5 

0 

I Coarfe rug at fea for two meq 

o 

6 

0 


4 

0 

0 



1 

^ 2 


Viiluals for a whole Tear for a Man^ and 
fo after the Rate for more. 

se. t. d. 


8 Bulhels of meal 

. 200 

2 Bulhels of peas 

. 060 

2 Bulhels of oatmeal 

. 090 

1 Gallon of aqua vita: 

. 0 2 5 

1 Gallon of oil 

036 

2 Gallons of vinegar 

. 0 2 0 

330 

Arms for a Man ; hut if half your Men 

be armed it is weli, fo all have Swords 
and Pieces. 

I Armour complete, light 

0 17 0 

1 Long piece, five feet and 

a half. 

near mulket>bore • 

> 120 

1 Sword 

- 050 

I Belt ... 

• 010 

z Bandolier 

• 0 I 5 

20 Pounds of powder 

- 0 18 0 

..^0 Pounds 



1^4 aBWlHI*S VIRGINIA. 

M. t. d. Hetijheld Implements for a Family and Jin 
€o Pounds of Ihot or lead, piftol Perfons^ and fo for more or lefs, after the 

and gooEs fiiot - - 050 Pate. 

4, 3961 Iron-pot - - - 070 

I— I Kettle - - - 060 

Tools for a Family of fix Perfonsy and fo 1 Ijirge frying-pan - 026 

after the Rate for mere. 1 Gridiron - - - 016 

5 Broad hoes, at as. a-piece 010 0 a Skillcrs - - - 050 

5 Narrow hoes, at i6d. a-piece 0681 Spit - * - 020^ 

2 Broad axes, at 3s. 8d. a-picce 074 Platters, diflics, fpoons of wood 040 

5 Felling-axes, at s8d. a-piece 076 — 

2 Steel hand-faws, at i6d. a-piece o 28 180 

a Two-hand-faws, at 5s. a-piece 0100 ^ 7— 

1 "Whip-faw, fct and filed, with For fugar, fpice, and fruit, and at 

box, file, and reft - 0 10 o fea for fix men ^ - - o 12 6 

2 Hammers, 1 2d. a-piece .020 So the full charge after this rate 

3 Shovels, 1 8d. a-piece -046 for each perfon will amount 

2 Spades, at 1 8d. a-piece .030 about the fum of - 12 10 ic 

2 Augers, at 6d. a-piece .010 The paffage of c*ach man is 600 

6 Chiffels, at 6d. a-piece -030 The freight of thefe provifions for 

2 Piercers, flocked, 4d. a-picce 008 a man will be above half a ton, , 

3 Gimlets, at 2d. a-piece -006 which is • - - 1 10 o 

2 Hatchets, at 2 id. a-piece -036 So the whole charge will amount 

2 Frows to cleave pale, 1 8d. each 030 to about • - - 2000 

2 Hand-bills, 2od. a-piece -034 

1 Grindftone -•-040 . 

Nails of all forts to the value of 200 

2 Pickaxes • - -03® 

658 

^ow if the number be great, nets, hooks, and lines, but cheefe, bacon, kine, and 
goats, mull be added. And this is ufual proportion the Virginia Company do be- 
uow upon their tenants they fentL ' 

A hrif Relation, written by Captain Smith to His Majeftfs Commiffioners, for the 
R formation of Virginia, eoncermngfome Afperfms againjiit. 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

FOR fo many fair and navigable rivers fo near adjoining, and piercing through fo 
a natural land, free from any inundadons, or large fenny unwholefomc marihes, 

I have not feen, read, nor heard of:, and for the building of cities, towns, and 
wharfage, if they will ufe the means, where there is no more ebb nor flood, nature in 
few places affords any fo convenient, for fait marfhes or quagmires. In this trad of 
James Town river, 1 know very few ; fome fmall marihes and fwamps- there arc, but 
more profitable than hurtful ; and 1 think there is more low marlh ground betwixt 
£rith and Cbelfea, tlum Kecoughton and the Falls, which is about one hundred and 
eighty milw by the courfe of the river, 

7 Bring 



SMITH'S V]t»,01>TlA. 


1.65 

Being CBjcin^ by our not to unj.lant vior J, : r, '?»ges, becaure 

the channel was fo near the fliorl, where now i« James r , 7 i grove of 

trees, we cut them down, where the favages pretending as mutii ku. ’ . ; could be, 
they hurt and flew one-and-twenty of us in two hours. At this time . i. : i us hr 
moft part water and bran, and three ounces of little better ft tiff in bread ibr o c mm 
a meal j and thus we lived near three months : our lodgings under boughi> ci (r ■<;;% 
the ravages being our enemies, whom we neither knew nor underftood, ocean. ms, I 
think, fufficient to make men fick and die. 

Neceflity thus did enforce me, with eight or nine, to try conclufions amongft the 
ravages, that w'e got provifion, which recovered the reft, being moft fu;;e. Six weeks 
I was led captive by thofe barbarians, though foinc of my men were flipu, and the reft 
fled ; yet it pleafed God to make their great King’s daughter the means to return me 
fafe to James Town, and relieve our wants ; and then our commonwealth was in all 
eight-and-thirty, the remainder of one hundred and rive. 

Being fupplied with one hundred and twenty, with twelve men in a boat of three tons, 
I fpent fourteen we^ks in thofe large waters ; the contents of the way of my boatj pro- 
trailed by the fcalc of proportion, was about three thoufand miles, befides the river we 
dwell upon, where no Chriftian known ever was, and our diet for the moft part what 
we could find, yet but^one died. 

The ravages being acquainted, that by command from England we durft not hurt 
them, were much imboldened ; that ftimine and their infolcncies did force me to break 
our oommiflion and iiiftruSions, caufe Powhatan fly his country, and take the King of 
Pamaunke prifoner ; and alfo to keep the King of Pafpahcgh in ftiackles, and put his 
men to double talks in chains, till nine-and-thirty of their Kings paid us contribution, 
and the ofl'ending favages fent to James Town to puiufli at our own diferetion : in the- 
two laft years 1 Itaid there, 1 had not a man flain. 

All thofe conclufions being not able to prevent the bad events of pride and idlenefs, 
having received another I’upply of feventy, we were about two hundred in all, but not 
twenty workmen : in following the ftri^ diredlions from England to do that was 
inipoflible at that time ; fo it happened, that neither we nor they had any thing to eat, 
but what the country afforded naturally ; yet of eighty who lived upon oyfters in 
June and July, with a pint of corn a week for a man, lying under trees, and one hundred 
and twenty for the moft part living upon fturgeon, wUch was dried till we pounded it 
to powder for meal, yet in ten weeks but feven died. 

It is true, we had of tools, arms,*and ammunition fufficient, fome aquavitae, vinegar, 
meal, peafe, and oatmeal, but in two years and a half not fufficient for fix months, 
though by the bills of lading the proportions font us would well have contented us, not- 
wit hftanding we fent home ample proofs of pitch, tar, fope-alhes, wainfeoat, clapboard,, 
filk'grafs, iron ore, fome fturgeon, and glafs, faflafras, cedar, cyprefs, and black walnut, 
crowned Powhatan, fought the Monacans country, according to the inftru£lions fent us, 
but they caufed us negledl more neceflary works : they had better given for pitch and 
foap-afties one hundrra pound a ton in Denmark i we alfo maintained five or fix fev^ 
rai plantations. 

lames Town being burnt, we rebuilt it mid three forts more'; befides the church 
and flore-houfe, we about forty or fifty federal houfes to keep us warm and dry, 
environed with a palifado of fourteen or fifteen feet, and each as much as three or four 
men could carry. We digged a fiur well of iKfh water in die fort, where we had three 
bulwarks, four-and-twenty pieces of ordnance, of culvering, demiculvering, facar and 
falcon, and moft well mounted upem coQveiuent platforms, planted tme hundred acres 

of 
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dF com. Wehad btttlbcfliipstotranfport andfoppl^ii8,andbut twobtindfed l^ciity 
feven men, boys, and women, by whofe labours Vii^ia bdng brought to this kti^ 
perfeftion, the moft difSculties pialt, and the foundation thus laid by this fmall meai^ : 
yet becaufe we had done no more, they called in our commilfion, took a new in their 
own name^nnd appointed us near as many offices and officers as 1 had foldicrs, that 
neither knew us, nor we them, without our confents or knowledge ; fince there have 
gone more than one hundred fhips of other proportions, and eight or ten thoufand 
people. Now if you pleafe to compare W'hat hath been Ipent, fent, difeovered and 
done thefe fifteen years, by that wc did in the three firft years, and every governor that 
hath been there fince, give you but fuch an account as this, you may eifily find wbat 
hath been the caufc of thofe difafters in Virginia. 

Then came in Captain Argali and Mr. Sedan, in a fhip of Mr. Cornelius, to fifh.for 
(lurgeon, who had fuch good provifion, we contracted with them for it, whereby we 
were better furnifhed than ever. 

Not long after came in feven (hips, with about three hundred people j but rather to 
fupplant us than fupply us; their admiral with their authority being caft away in the Ber- 
inudas,very angry they were we had made no better provifion for them. Seven or eight 
weeks wewithuood the inundations of thefe diforderly humours, till I was near blown 
to death with gunpowder, which occafioned me to return for E^igland. 

In the year 1 609, about Michaelmas, I left the country, as is formerly related, with 
three fhips, feven boats, commodities to trade, harveft newly gathered, eight weeks 
provifion of corn and meal, about five hundred perfons, three hundred muikets; fhot, 
powder, and match, with arms for more men than we had. ' The favages their 
language and habitation, well known to two hundred expert foldiers ; nets for fifh- 
ing, tools of all forts, apparel to fupply their wants : fix mares and a horfe, five or 
fix hundred fwine, many more poultry, what was brought or bred, but victuals there 
remained. ' 

Having fpent fome five years, and more than five hundred pounds in procuring the 
letters patents and fetting forward, and near as much more about New England, &c. 
Thus thefe nineteen years I have here and there not fpared any thing according to my 
ability, nor the belt advice I could, to perfuade how thofe ftrange miracles of mifery 
migbl' have been prevented, which lamentable experience plainly taught me of neceffity 
muft enfue; but few would believe me till now too dearly they have paid for it. Where* 
fore hitherto I have rather left all than undertake iitipoffibilities, or any more fuch 
coftly talks at fuch chargeable rates : for in neither of thofe two countries have I one 
foot of land, nor the very houfe I builded, nor the ground I digged with my own hands, 
nor ever any content or fatisfaClion at all ; and though 1 fee ordinarily thofe two 
countries fhared before me by them that neither have them nor know them, but by my 
deferiptions ; yet that doth not fo much trouble me, as to hear and fee thofe contentions 
and divifions which will hazard if not ruin the profperity of Virginia, if prefent remedy 
be not found, as they have hindered many hundreds who would have been there ere 
now, and makes them yet that are willing to (land in a demurrer. 

For the books and maps 1 have made, I will thank him that will Ihew me fo muCh 
for fo little recompence, and bear with their errors till I have done better. For the 
materials in them I cannot deny, but am ready to affirm them both there and here, upon 
fuch grounds as I have propounded, whiqh is to have but fifteen hundred men to 
fubdue again the lavages, fortify the country, difeover that yet unknown, and both 
defend and feed thdr colony, which I moft humbly refer to His Majefty’s moft judicial 
judgment, and the moft honourable Lords trf^his privy council, you his trufty and well 
» beloved 
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bdov^ icpininii&oiifirst and the lionound)!^ coinpan j of plantera well wtUers to 

Vimuiia) New England and SonftnerJflan^. 

Out cf tbefe Obfervatioru it f leafed Hit Majejlfs Commiffieners fw the Reformaticn tf 
VirffniOf to dejire my Anjwer to thefe /even Quejlions* 

f, Queit. I. WHAT conceive you is the caufe the plantation hath profpered no better 
iince you left it in fo good a forwardnels ? ^ ^ 

Anfw. Idlenefs and careleflhefs brought all I did in three years in fix months to 
nothing ; and*of five hundred I left, fcarce thrcefcore remained ; and had Sir Thomas 
Gates not got from the Bermudas, I think they had been all dead before they could 
be/upplied. 

Queft. What conceive you Ihould be the caufe, though the country be good, 
there comes nothing but tobacco ? 

Anfw. llie often altering of governors, it feems, caufes every man make ufe of his 
time ; and becaufe com was Hinted at two fhillings and fix-pence the bufhel, and 
tobacco at three fhillings the pound, and they value a man’s labour a year worth fifty 
or threefcore pounds, but in com not worth ten pounds, prefuming tobacco will 
fiimifh them with all things ; now make a man’s labour in corn worth threefcore 
pounds, and in tobacS) but ten pounds a man, then lliall they have com fufiicient to 
entertain ail comers, and keep their people in health to do any thing ; but till then 
therQ will be little or nothing to any purpofe. 

Quell. 3. What conceive you to have been the caufe of the maflacre ; and had the 
ravages had the ufe of any pieces in your time, or when, or by whom they were 
taught ? 

Anfw. The caufe of the mafiacre was the want of martial difcipllne, and bccaufe 
they would have all the Englilh had by dellroying thofe they found fo carelefly 
fecure, that they were not provided to defmd themfelves againll any enemy, being fo 
difperfed as they were. In my time, though Captain Nuport furnilhed them with 
fwords by truck, and many fugitives did the like, and fome pieces they got acci- 
dently, yet I got the moH of them again, and it was death to him that fhould (hew a 
favage the ufe of a piece. Since, I underlland, they became fo good (hot, they were 
employed for fowlers and huntfmen by the Englilh. 

Quell. 4. What charge think you would have fettled the government both for 
defence and planting when you left it ? 

Anfw. Twenty thoufand pounds would have hired good labourers and mechanical 
men, and have furnilhed them with cattle and ail necelTarles, and one hundred of them 
would have done more than a thoufand of thofe that went, though the Lord La Ware, 
Sir Ferdinando Waynman, Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir Thomas Dale were perfuaded. 
to the contrary ; but when they had tried, they confelTed their error. 

Quell. 5. What conceive you would be the remedy and the charge? 

^Vnfw. The remedy is to fend fuldiers and all forts of labourers and neeelTaries for 
them, that they may be there by next Michaelmas ; the which to do well will llandl 
you in five thoufand pounds : but if His Majelly would pleafe todend two of his fhips 
to tranfport them, lefs would ferve, befides the benefit of his grace to the a^ion would 
cncour^e all men. 

Quell. 6 , What think you arc the defefls of the government both here and there ? 
Aidw. The multiplicity of opinions here, and officers there, makes fuch delays by 
queftions and formality, that as much dme is fpent in compliment as in a£lion 

befidesa. 
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belides* fome are fo defirous to employ their fliiijs, having fix pounds for evwy 
paiTenger, and three pounds for every ton of good*; at which raie a tlioufaud |||^ps 
may now better be procured than one at the iird, w? , n the common ftock d 'irayed all 
freights, wages, provifions and magazines, whereby the (hips are fo peftered, as occa* 
(ions much dicknefs, difeafes and mortality ; for though all the pafl’engers die they are 
fure of their freight j and then all muft be fatisfied with orations, difputalions, cxcufcs 
and hopes. As for the letters of advice from hence, and their anfwers thence, thdy 
are fo well written, men would believe there were no great doubt of the performance, 
and that all things were well, to which error here they have bfon ever much fubjed; 
and there not to believe, or not to relieve the true and poor eflate oV that colony, 
whofe fruits were commonly fpent before they were ripe, and this lols is iiothirig to 
them here, whofe great eftates are not fenfible of the lofs of their adventures, and fo 
they think, or will not take notice ; but it is fo with all men, but howl'oevcr they think 
or difpofe of all things at their pleafurc, I am fure not myfolf only, but a thoufand 
others have not only fpent the moft of their eftates, but the moft part have loll their 
lives and all, only but to make way for the trial of more new conclulions. and he that 
now will adventure but twelve pounds ten (hillings (hall have better refpeft and as 
much favour than he that fixteen years ago adventured as much, except he havo 
money as the other hath, but though he have adventured five, hundred pounds, and 
fpent there never fo much time, if he have no more and not able to begin a family of 
himfelf, all is loft by order of court. 

But in the beginning it was nut fo, all went then out of one puru , till thoP- new 
devices have confumed both money and purfe, for at firll there were but fix patentees, 
now more than a thoufand, then but thirteen counfellors, now not lefs than an hundnxJ ; 
I fpcak not of all, for there arc fome both honourable and honeft, but of thofe officers, 
which did they manage their own eftates no better than the aifairs of Virginia, they 
would quickly fall to decay fo well as it; but this is Inoft evident, few olficers in 
England it hath caufed to turn bankrupts, nor for all their complaints w'ould leave 
their places, neither yet any of their officers there, not few of the reft but they would 
be at home, but fewer adventurers here will adventure any more till they fee the 
bufmefs better eftabliftied, although there be fome fo wilfully improvident they care 
for ^thing but to get thither, and then if their friends be dead, or want themfelves, 
they aie or live but poorly for want of necelTaries, and to think the old planters can 
relieve them were too much fimplicity, for who here in England is fo charitable to 
feed two or three ftrangors, have they never fo much, much lefs in Virginia where 
they want for themfelves. Now the general complaint faith, that pride, covotoufnefs, 
extortion and oppreffion in a few that engrolTes all, than fell all again to the com- 
monalty at what rate they pleafe, yea, even men, women and children, for who will 
give moft occafions no fmall mifehief amongft the planters. 

As for the company, or thofe that do tranfport them, provided of neceflTaries, God 
forbid but they (hould receive their charges again with advantage, or that mafters 
there (hould not have the fame privilege over their (ervants as here, but to fell him or 
her for forty, fifty, or threefcore pounds, whom the company hath fent over for eight 
or ten pounds at the moft, without regard how they (ball be maintained with apparel, 
meat, drink, and lodging, is odious, and their fruits fuitable ; therefore fuch merchants 
it were better they were made fuch merchandize themfelves than fuffered any longer 
to ufe that trade, and thofe are dcfedls fuffident to bring a well fettled commonwealth 
to mifery, much more Virginia. 

Queft. 7. How think you it may be rcSified ? 


Anfw. 
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g(9«|||ifA!t Itav ipd tnmuMy ^ve their recounts to you, Or fi5me that areHiht 
m ninbittlliasis, ^at the common ‘ftock be xiot f^ent in midhtathing one hund^eoMDehi' 
for the govenior, one hundred for two deputies, fifty for the treafurer, 'five 4 ftid» ' 
twenty for the fecretary, and more for the tnarihal and other officers ^ho were n^er 
there nor adventured any thing, but only preferred by favour to be lords over them 
that broke the ice and beat the path, and mud teach them what to do ; if any thmg 
happen well it is their glory ; if ill, the fault of the old diredors, that in all dangers 
mult endure the word, yet not five hundred of them have fo much as one of the 
others; alfo that there be fome prefent courfe taken to m^tain a garrifon to fuppredi 
the ravages, till they be able to fubfid, and that His Majedy would pleafc to remit his 
cudoffl, or it is to be feared they will lofe cudom and all, for this cannot be done by 
promifes, hopes, counfels, and countenances, but with fufficient workmen and means 
to maintain them, nor fuch delinquents as here cannot be ruled by all the laws in 
England, yet when the foundation is laid, as I have faid, and a commonwealth 
edabl^d, then fuch* there may better be conlbnined to labour than here: but to 
redify a commonwealth with debauched people is impoffible, and no wife man would 
throw himfelf into fuch a fodety, thaft intends honedly, and knows what he under- 
takes, for there is no country to pillage as the Romans found : all you exped from 
thence mud be by labour. 

For the government I think there is as much ado about it as the kmgdoms of 
Scotland and Ireland, moi here conceiting Virginia as they are, ereding as mnny 
dately offices as officers with thdr attendants, as there are labourers in the 'country, 
where a condable were as good as twenty of their captains, and three hundred good 
foldiers and labourers better than all the red that go only to get the fVuits of other 
men’s labours by the title of an office. Thus they fp^d Michaelmas rent in Mid- 
dimmer moon, and would gathdr their harved before they have planted their com. 

AsJFor the maintenance of the officers, the firdthat went never demanded any, but 
adventured good fums ; and it feems drange to me, the fruits of all their labours, 
befides the expence of an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, and fuch multitudes of 
people, thofe collateral officers could not msunttun themfelves fo wed as the old did, 
and having now fuch liberty to do to the favages what they will, the others had not. 

I more then wonder they have not five hundred favages to work for them towards their 
general maintenance, and as many more to return iome content and fatisfafHon to the 
adventurers, that for all their care, charge andtdlHgence, can hear nor fee nothing 
but miferable complaints ; therefore under your corre&ion to re^ify all, is with all 
expedition to pais the authority to them who will telimre them, led all be confumed 
ere the differences be determined. And except Eds Majedy undertake it, or by aft 
of parliament fome fmall tax may be granted throughout his dominbns, as a penny 
ewery poll, called a head*p^y ; two pence upon every chimney, or fome fuels 
colleftion might be raifed } and that would be fufficient to give a good dock, and many 
fervants to fufficient n;en of any faculty, and tranfport them freely for paying only '' ‘ 
homage to the Crown of England, and fuch duties to the public gopd as thmr edates 
increa^ reafon ihould require. Were this put in pvaftice, how many people of whet 

l^u pleafir, for alf ^ofediiaders would yet gladly go to fpend their lives there, 
and by ^ means moregood might be done in one year, tWi all thofe petty particular 
w^^rt^dpga^wiU 

we patent the may, ifhepleafe, rather take' it fit>m them that have h, 
man from us who had it fird, pretending to Hb Majff^whit great inatten they wodld 
votjw , still# ’ 2 dq, 





.^^'uch'CTarge^ hazar^|j|id-lofe'.'. If* 'i”be':',lt(^''J|^^V:t^ 
ntttbbiy ^rafi^ou pardon ; but you requefted me, :Hferefbre I do but my^uto' 


nutftbiy irayb^^your pardon ; but you requefted me, :t|ferefbre I do but my dut^'V^jl 
the nobUity, vMio know not how freely both in tbbfi^purres and afHllance ntaiiy 'dr 
. thern have been to advance it, committing the managing of the bufinefs to inferior 
j^rfens, amongft whom queftionlefs alfo many have done their utmoft beft, fincerely 
>:*ajid truly according to their conceit,- opinion, and underftanding ; yet grofs erropt 
Jiave been committed : but no man lives without his hiults ; for my own part, I have 
fo' much ado to amend my own, I have no leifure to look into any man’s in partially, 
but thofe in general I conceive to be true. And fo I humbly reft, 

Your’s to command, I.' S. 


Thus thofe difeords, not being to be compounded among themfelves, nor yet by 
the extraordinary diligence, care and pains of the noble . and right worthy commif- 
fioni^s, Sir William Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortefeue, Sir Francis, Gofton, Sir R|(:bard 
Sutton, Sir Henry Bourgehier, and Sir William Pitt ; a corante was granted againft 
Sdr. Peputy Farrar, and twenty or thirty oihfcrs of that party, to plead their caufes 
before the right honourable the lords of His Majefty’s privy council : now notwith* 
ftanding all the relations, examinations, and intercepting of all letters whatfoever come ' 
from thence, yet it feems they were fo far unfatisfied, and defired to know the truth, 
as well for the prefervation of the colony, as to give content and do all men right, they 
fent two cotnmiffioners ftridly to examine the true ftate of the colony. Upon whofe 
return, after mature deliberation, it pleafed His Royal. ^ajefty to fupprefs the courfe of 
the court at Deputy Farrars, and that for the prefent ordering the alfairs of Virginia, 
until he fliould make a more full fettlement thereof, the Lord Vifeount Mandevile, 
lord prefident of His Majefty’s privy council, and alfo other privy councillors, with 
many underftanding knights and gentlemen, lliould every Thurfday in the aft^oon 
meet at Sir Thomas Smith’s, in Philpot-lane, where all men whom ft fliould cMccra 
may repair, to receive fuch directions and warrant for their better fecurity, as more at 
. large you may fee in the proclamation to that effed, under the great feat of F.ngland, 
da|M the t5th of July 1624. But as for the relations luft returned, what numbdVs 
I’they arc, how many cities, corporations, towns, and houfes, cattle and horjfes they 
r l^ve, what fortifications or difeoveries they have made, or revenge upon the favages ; 
:a^o are their friends or foes, or wh^ commodities they h^ve mure than tobacco, and 
their prefent eftate, or what is prelently to be put in execution, in that the cpni- 
miflioners are not yet fully fatisfied in the one, nor rcfblved in the other, at this 
jparefept time when this went to the prefs, I muft entreat you pardon me till I be better 
aiSured. 

Thus far I have travelled in this wildernefs of Virginia, hot being ignorant for all 
my tbis difeourfe will be wrefted, toffed and turned as many ways as thcreds 
leaves ; that 1 have writ too mucli of Ibmc, too little of others, and many fuch 11^ 
objections. ' To fuch I mull anfwer, in the Company’s namb I was requefted to do it;: 
jf: any have concealed their approved experience from «iy knowledge, they inuiii 
me j asTor every fatherlefs, or ftolen relation, orwhote yplumesof fophiftjegti^ 
ii^j^arXals, I leave them to thechargeof them that deflre theiiaV- : I thank God I neVir 
Jlldptf thing yet any cotijd tttt me of carelej^nds or (^l^onefty; and ^h^t '% 

% l :Am indebted or troiibiefome I Ah ) were theic my^Pi^lemb^ 
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BOOK V. 

The, general Hijiory of the J^ermidas, now called the Summer IJles, from their hennning^ 

, ' injhe Tear f^ot/r Lord i^^^^to thU prefent 1^24, with pheir Proceedings^ Accidei^i 

•and prefent Ejlate, 

BEFORE we prefent you the matters of fed, it is fit to offer to your view the*ftagB 
whereon they were aded, for as geography without hiftory feemeth a carcafe without 
motion, fo hiftory without geography, wandcreth as a vagrant without a certain habiia^^ 
tion, Tbofc iflands lie in the huge main ocean, and two hundred leagues. from any 
continent, fituated in 32 degrees and 25 minutes of northerly latitude, and diftantfroia 
England weft-fouth-weft, about three thoufand three hundred miles, feme twenty miles 
in length, and not pait two miles and ‘a half in breadth, environed with rocks,' wWch 
to the northward, weftword, and fouth-eaft, extend further than they have been yet 
well difeovered ; by reafon of thofe rocks the counti^ is naturally very ftropg, for there 
is but two places, and fcarce two, unlefs to them who know them well, whe# fiiipping 
may fafely come in, and thofe now are exceeding well fortified, but within is room to 
entertam a royal fleet : the rocks in moft places appear at low water, ndther are thw 
much covered at high, for it ebbs and flows not pail five feet ; the ihore for moil part 
is a rock, fo hardened with the fun, wind, and fea, that it is not apt to be worn a\my 
with the waves, whofe violence is alfo broke by the rocks before they can come to the 
ihore j it is very uneven, diftnbuted into hills and dales ; the mould is of divers 
colours, neither clay nor fand, but a mean between j the red which refembleth clay 
is the worft, the whitefl: refembling fand, and the blackeft is good, but the brown be- 
twixt them both, which they call white, becaufe there is mingled with it a white mea4 
is the beft ; under the mould two or three feet deep, and foraetimes lefs, is a kind -f^ 
white hard fubftance, which they call the rock : the trees ufually fallen their roots in 
it } i^her is it indeed rock or (lone, or fo hard, though for moll part harder 
than chalk j nor fo white, 'biJt pumilji-like and fpungy, eafily receiving and containing 
much water. In feme plaCi^, clay is found under it j it feems to be engendered with 
rainwater, draining through the earth, and drawing with it of his fubftance unto a 
certain depth, where it congeals ; the hardeft kind of it lies under the red ground like 
Quarries, as it were thick flares one upon another, through which >the river , hath i» 
jpaffage ; fo that in fuch placcfs there is fcarce found any frelh vrater, for all or the moft : 
part of the frelh water cpmeth out of the fea draining through the fand, or thatfub^ i 
ft&tjce called the rockj; leaving the fait behind^ it becomes frelh: fommimesA< 
'wells of frelh wat^“ which we find m moft places, and but three or fburrjaojfe . 

Ithefea fidej fo^ J^rthcr, the moll part of them would ebb and flow^as thcM 
level or tittiyfi higher than the fupe^ces of the fea, and in fome plac^' veiv 
.^^l^ge,'.'dmk, and'C^Njai^pi^ . ■ ■■; 

aif fe clear, very teinpo;^, moill, with a moderate hes«L 

>1?*^ and itbmihing of all things, fo as niaiw^inji 

idrfricfm a#r greater feibwide. and^if ir^^^ liiHh£ ^ 
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vherem V de k B3«||6d«^^'ray;df»r.fi^dr3^ and iil . 

Am^A arnvM a|j?i^iiaQutb^ El&gUiH mk, V35p4^ y 

■ /■ • tiSTii^en by me HsjfjkY- 

Tbe^^ Englijh Ship known to have been eaji away upon the Bermudas 1 609. From the 

J^^ionof Mr. Jordan^ Mr. John Evans, Mr. Henry Shelly, and divers others. \ 

YOU have beard that when Captain Smith was governor of Virginia, there were 
nine Ihipsfent with Sir Thtmas Gates, and Sir George Somers, and Ckptain Newport' 
with five hundred people, to take in the old commimon, and reftify a new govern- , 
ment ; they fet fail in May, and in the height of thirty degrees of northerly latitude, 
thgr were taken with an extreme ftorm, or rather a part of bericano, upon the five- 
aim-twentieth of July, which, as they write, did not only feparate them from the fleet, 
bur With the violent working of thqfeas, their fliip became fo fhaken, tom, and^ky, . 
flife received fo much water as covered two der of hoglheads above the ballaft, that they 
flood up to the middles with buckets, baricos, and kettles, fo bail out the water. 
Thus bailing and pumping thr^ days and three mghts without intermiflion, and yet 
the Watdr feemed rather to encreafe than diminilh, infomuch that being all utterly fpettt 
with labour, were even refolved without any hope to fhut up the hatches, and commit 
theihfelves to the mercy of the fea, which is faid to be mercilefs, or rather to t^ mercy 
of Almighty God, whofe mercy far exceeds all his works ; feeing no fenfe ornope in 
man’s apprehenfion, but prefently to fink ; fome having fome good and comfortable 
waters, fetched them, and dr ank one to another, as taking their lafi leaves until a more 
happy and a more joyful meeting in a more blelTed world, when it pleafcd God out of 
his moft gracious and merciful providence, fo to dired and guide their ' fhip for her 
moll advantage. ^ 

That Sir George Somers all this time fitting upon the poop, fcarce taking leifure to 
eat nor fleep, coving the fhip to keep her as upright as he could, otherwife (he mult, 
long ere that needs have foundered, moil wifhedly and happily deferied land ; where- 
upon he moll comfortably encouraged them to follpw their work, many of them being 
faiy^lcep : this unlooked-for welcome news, as if it had been a voice from Heaven, 
hurried them all above hatches, to look for that they durfl fcarce believe, fo that im- 
providently forfaking that talk which imported no lefs than thdr lives, they gave fo 
dangerous advantage to their greedy enemy the fait water, which flill entered at the 
large breaches of their poor wooden caftle, as that in gaping after life, they had well- 
nigh fwallowed their death. Surely it is impoflible any fhouldnow be urged to do bis 
bell, and although they knew it, that place all men did fo fliun, yet they fpread all the 
fail they could to attdn them : for not long it was before they flruck upon a rock, tiir ^ 
a furge of the fea cafi her from thence, and fo from one to another, till mod luckily 
at lafl fo upright betwixt two, as if fhe had bcdi in the (locks, till this they expefled 
but every blow a death ; but <now behold, fuddenly the wind gives place to a calm, aind 
the billows, which each by overtaking her, wbuld in an inftant have fhivered her in 
pieces, l^ecome peaceable and (lill, fo that with all conveniency and eafe, they tm- 
Ihipped all their goods, viStuals, and perfons into their bpats, and with extreme joy, 
even almod to amazednefs, hnived in fafety, though moA than a league from the , 
without the lofs of a man^ yet were they in all ' one hundred and fifty } yrt' 
tKw^peliverance was not niore Ifara^e ih falling fo hipjpiily u|^ the land, as th^ 
juw Ji^^OTktion was beyond ^ th^ hop«« f tor you have heard, it ha^‘ beeh' itip tfie! 

■' ' ' "■ ' 'SpawattU 
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thewoHd, found k the-rich«fti healthfuUeft, and pl^^in^ . 

'' liiw^ a^'is formoly 

' . . thus fafe on ihore, they difpofed .thethfelvs to fearch the iilesi for food'a^i.^ 

/v^er!; ^hers to get aihore what they could from the (hip : not long Sir 
wpindered but found fnch a hihing, that in half'mn hour, with a hdok and line,' he . 
took To ma^y asfufHccd the whole company ; in fome places they were fo thick itt the 
cOV^» and to great, they durit not to in left they Ihould bite, .them; and thefe rock^fifti 
. ^ fQ that two will load a. tnffl, and fatter nor better fim cannot be. Mr. Shelly 
found a bay near a quarter of a mile over, fo full of mullets, as none, of them before 
had ever feen or heard of the like. The next day leaking to kill them with fis«gdgs,'^ 
they ftruck fo many, the water in many places was red. with blood, yet caught not onif, 
but. wjih’ a net they cayght (o many as they could draw aihore, with infinite number of 
pilch(|||l6 and divers other forts ; great craw>(i(hcs, in a night by making afire, they 
nave taken in great quantity. Sir George had twice hk hook and line broke out of his 
hand, but the third time he made it fq ilfong he caught the fame filh, which had pulled 
him into the fca, had not his men got lipid of him, whereby he had his three hooks again 
which were found in her t^elly. At their firft hunting for hogs they found fuch abun- 


dance, tljtg killed thirty -two; andthishuutingandfilhingwas appointed to Captain Robert 
Walfmgpmi and Mr. Henry Shelly, for the company in general; they report they 
killed at*leaft five hundred, befides pigs, and many that were killed by divers oth^ i 
for the birds in their feafons, the facility to make their cabins of palmeta leaves, caufed 
many of them utterly forget or delire ever to return from thence, they lived ip! fuch 
plenty, peace and eafe. 

^ But let us remember how the knights began to refolve in thofe defperate affairs: 
m^y prbjeds they had, but at hft it was concluded to deck their IoDg*boat with tbefr 
fhip-natches ; which done, with all expedition they fent Mr. Raven, a very fuflicieni!' : 
mwner, with eight more in her, to Virginia, to have (hipping from thence to fet<^ 
them away ; three weeks or a month they expected her return, but to this day (ho^ ^ 
was never more beard of : all this time was fpent m fearebing the iiles. Now, althongli; 
God ftili fed them with this abundance of plenty, yet fuch was the malice of envy of 
ambition, for all this good fervice done by Summers, fuch a great difference fell 
amongft their commanders, that the]r lived afunder in this diftrefs, rather as mere 
ftrangers’than diftrelTed friends. But necefiity fo commanded : patience had the 
viftory. ^ / . 

Two (hips at this time by thofe feveral parties were building ; in the mean time • 
twp children were bom the boy was called ^rmudas ; the girl Bermuda, and amongft ; 
aiiihpfe forrows they had a merry EngUlh marriage. . The form of thofe iiles you; 
mly Tee. at large in the map pf Mr. Norwood, where you may plainly Tee no placet' 
knpwh hath better walls, nor a broader ditch. But hliing finiihed and rigged thrir ' 
cedar (lup^. with fuch provifions theyfaved from Vue Sea-adventurer, they Ic^ .' 
^ they called the one the l^depce, the other the D^iverance : tb» . 
nf^liibe.apidi oil, as May. did, for pitch and utr. Sir George Summem had m hblKUk 
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eoliforts 

by cbiimo^ a'ldailE^l^iat hhn, and- fo fecretly cut'^^ : fbp^ he . r^ , jiptp .ihe 
TnHhiiTO they hot find him. There were two favages alfo fent £rom yi^nht % 
^ Smithy the one called Namuntack, the other Matchumpsj^ but ^ibine iji|$h 

di^r^ces fell between them, that Matchumps flew Namuntack, and having mai^ a 
hole 'to' bury him, becaufe it was too fhort, he cut off his legs and laid them, by him j 
width murder h*e concealed till he was in Virginia. 

■ : The 24th of the fame month they arrived in Virginia, at James Town, where they 
found but threefcore perfons, as you may read at large in the Iliftoiy of Virginia, of thp 
five hundred left by Captain Smith ; alfo of the arrival of Lord La Ware, that met them 
thus bound for England, returned them back, and underftandijig what plenty \here 
of hogs and other good things in the Bermudas, was defirous to fend thitjier to 
fupply his neceffary occafions ; whereupon Sir George Summers, the beft acquainted 
with the place, whofe noble mind ever regarded a general good more than his own 
ends, though above threefcore years of age, and had means in England rui||bl<^ 
.bis rank, offered himfelf^ by God’s help, to perform this dangerous voyage again For the 
Berniudas, which was kindly accepted ; fo upon the igih of June he enibarked in his 
cedar fliip, about the burthen of thirty tons, and fo fet fail. 

Much foul and crofs weather he had, and was forced to the north parts :,.F Virginia, 
where refrefhing himfelf upon this unknown coaft, he could not be diverted from the 
foarch of the Bermudas, where at lafl, with his company, he fafely arrived4fpdut fuch 
was his diligence with his extraordinary care, pains, and induffry to difpatch,his bufi< 
nefs, and the ftrength of his body not anAvering the ever-meraorablc courage of his 
mind, having lived fo long in fuch honourable ferviccs, the moll part of bis well- 
beloved and virtuous life, God and nature here determined fliould ever remain a per- 
petual memory 6f his much-bewailed forrow for his death. Finding his time butlhort, 
after be had taken the bell courfe he could to fettle his ellatc, like a.valiant captain, he 
exhorted them with all diligence to be conftant to thole plantations, and with all expe- 
dition to return to Virginia. In that very place which we now call Saint George’s 
Town, this noble knight died, whereof the place taketh the name. But his men, as 
men amazed, feeing the death of him who was even as the life of them all, embalmed his 
h^y, and fet fail ior England, being the firll that ever went to feek thofc illands, which 
have been ever lince called Summer’s Ifles, in honour of his worthy memory, leaving 
three men behind them, that voluntarily ftaid, whofe names were Chriftopher Carter, 
Edward Waters, there formerly left, as is faid,* and Edward Chard, litis cedar Ihip 
at laft, with his dead body, arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfliire, where, by his friends, 
he was honourably buried, with many vollies of (hot, and the rites of a foldier, and 
upon his tomb was bellowed this epitaph : 

Ilci niihi Virginu quod tam cito prxterit xftas, 

Autumniis fcqnitar, rxvief inde & iiiems ; 

At ver perpetuum iiarcctur, & Anglia Iseta, 

JDcccrpit floTCs florida terra tuas. 

In Englilh thus ; , 

Alat, Virginia’s furomer fo foon paft, 

A utonan uiccecds and ftormy winter’s blaft. 

Yet Eiigland’a joyful fpring with joy fulfliowers, 

O Florida, ftnlf bung tiiy fwceteft ^wers. 

. honopr of this refoliition'^longs prindpaBy to Carter, for through his. impor- 
leave fuch a place jixaadbned. Chard and . Waten were mave^ to 
^ with 
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ittft to Y«yifit them. 

Btt ihi^ on 9f li^}^|&ofe ii^txb^ts of aU.lho 

ere 6 ; their litM commohweakh for a wi^ :with brotherly 
. fe^aln% 'the ground, planting corn and fuch feeds and fruits as they had, buildiog 
hoidb, &c^ Then maUng privy fearch amongll the crevices and comers of tht^e 
craggy rocks, what this main ocean fince the world’s creation had tlirown amongft 
them, at laft they chanced upon the greateft piece of ambergris that was ever feea or 
heard of in one lump, being in weight fourfeore pounds, befides divers ether finaill 
pieces. , 

. fi,ut now being rich, they gi-ew^To proud and ambitious, 'contempt took fuch place, 
they fell out for fuperiority, though but three foiplorn men, more than three thoufand 
miles from their native country, and but fmall hope ever to fee it again. Notwithkand'* 
ing, they fometimes fell from words to blows about mere trifles ; in one of which fights 
one of them was bitten by his own dog, as if (he dumb bead: would reprove them of 
the!r%Ily : at laft Chard and Waters, the two greater fpirits, muft try it out in the 
field i but Carter wifely ftole away their weapons, affefting rather to live aniong his 
enemies, than by being rid of them live alone: and thus thofe mifcrable men lived 
full two years, fo that all their clothes were near worn clean from their backs, and their 
hopes of any foreign reljpf as naked as thdr bodies. At laft they began to recover their 
wits, yet, in a iafhion perhapvS would have coft them dearer than when they were mad; 
for condfcding a tripartite peace of their Matachin war, they refolved to frame ^ 
good a boat as they could, and therein to make a defperate attempt for Virginia, or 
Newfoundland ; but no fooner were they entered into that refolution, but they deferied 
a fail ftanding in for the fhore, though they neither knew what fhe was, nor what Ihe 
would, they were fo overjoyed, with all poflible fpeed they went to meet her, and ac- 
cording to their hearts’ defire flic proved an Engiifliman, whom tliey fafely conduced 
into their harbour. * 

Now you are to underftand, that Captrin Matthew Summers, nephew and heir to Sir 
George, that returned w'ith his dead body, though both he and his company did their 
utmolt in relating all thofe paifages to their countrymen and adventurers, their rela- 
tions were believed but as travellers’ talcs, till it came to be apprehended by fpine 
of the Virginia Company how beneficiabit might be, and helpful to the plantation in 
Virginia, fo that fome one hundred and twenty of them bought the pretended right of 
all the Company, and had font this fliip to make a trial ; but firft they had obtained 
letters patents of the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. Sir Thomas Smith was eleded 
treafurer and governor here, and Mr. Richard More to be governor of the ifles and 
colony there. 

*rhe firfi bcgimiin^ of a Colony in the Summer IJleSf under the command of Mr. Richard 
MorOy cxtraRcd out of a Plot of Mr. Rjcbard Nonooody Surveyory and the Relations of 
divers others. 

MR. MORE thus finding thofe three men not only well and lufty, but well ftored 
Vtith divers forts of proviilons, as an acre of corn ready to be gathered, numbers of 
pnmpcons and Indian beans, many tortoifes ready taken, good ftore of hogs’ flefti falted, 
and made in flitches of bacon, were very good ; wd fo prefently landed his.goods and 
lixiy perfons towards the beginning of July 16 1 2, upon the fouth fide of Smith’s Ifle. 
t Nbt- long after More having foine .private mtelligwce of ambergris, 
firft Chard in examination, he being one m . the Uiree jmdft htipierFu] fpirit, 
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ijl^ done lie 'kn^j^ but if^ey had j; 'he doubted 

otti^fahi^ th^^ he fhould know it certamly. Tfhfe' he fpok^ Oply td ^ 

fwear hla'i^nfprts to fecrecy, and he would find, the means How they mould all retuirh 
hif tl^^t jhip it all for England, otherwife they fhould be deceived of all; llH 
th|s! ,^s effected they thought every hour ari age; now for the better conveyance of 
' it aboard, they acquainted it to Captain Davis, mafter of the fhip, and one Mr. Edwin 
E^dall, that for their fecrecy and tranfportation fhould participate with, them : withdlit 
further ceremony the match was accepted, and abfolutdy concluded, the plot laid, 
time and place fet down to have it aboard. But Carter, were- it for fear the governor 
at laft ihould know of it, to whom fo often they had denied it, or that the reil fhould 
deceive him, is uncertain, but moft certain it is, he revealed all the plot to Mr. More : 
to get fo much wealth he knew would plcafc them in England, though it did difpleafe 
all his company, and to lofe fuch a prize he would not for hazarding a mutiny# So 
fi^ be revealed himfelf to Kendall in fair terms, reproving his difhonefiy ; but not 
bang' anfwered according to his expcflation, he coimnitted both Chard and him to 
prifon. The next Sabbath-day Davis coming on fhore. More alfo taxed with very 
hard language and many threats, to lay him fait alfo if he qiended not his manners ; 
Davis for the prefent replied little, but went with him to the place of pniyer, but in 
the midfl of divine fervice he goeth away, copimanding all his feamen to fidlow him 
pr^ently aboard, where he encourageth them to ftand to liim like men, and he would 
free the prifoners, have all the ambergris for themfelves, and fo%c gone. 

The governor hearing of this refolution, prepares with his company to rcpiilfe force 
with force, fo that a general expefliance of a civil uncivil war polTcfTcd every man ; 
but this threatening guft pafled over more calmly than was expected, for Davis 
having better advifed with himfelf, repented his rafhm'is, and defired a recoticilement 
, with the governor. Peace thus concluded, Kendall was fet at liberty, but Chard was 
condemned, and upon the ladder to be hanged for his obftinacy ; yet upon better con- 
lideration. More reprieved him, but kept him a prifoner all the time he (laid in the 
country, which was generally thought a very bad reward for his great deferr, and that 
tWere was more of this ambergris embezzled than would have contented all the finders, 
that never had any confideration at all. 'I’he greateft part though More thus recovered, 
yet Davis and Kendall had fo much, either by the ignorance or connivency of the 
governors, that arriving in England, they prepared themfelves for a new voyage; at 
laff they two falling out, the company having notice thereof, fo tormented them both, 
they gave over their voyage, and durfl not be I'een a long time after. 

The governor, thus rid of the fhip and thofc difeontents, removed his font from 
Smith's file to S^int George’s, after he had fitted up fome fmall cabins of palmata 
leaves for his \y*fo ‘ind family, in that valley where now flaiids their prime town called 
Saint George’s, he began to apply himfelf to fortify the country, and training his men 
in the exercife of arms ; for although he was but a carpenter, he Was an excelirat 
artift, a good gunner, very witty and induftrious: he built and laid the fonndation of 
. tight or nine forts*, called the King’s Caftle, Charles Fort, Pembroke’s Fort, Smith’s 
Fort, Pagh’s Fort, Gate’s Fbrt, Warwick’s Caftle, Saint Katharine’s Fort, &c. mounting 
ija them al( the ordnance he had, preparing the.grotmd to build houfes, plmif eoru, 
apfltfuchfijjj^astheyhad.. 

» i^ng ^^^Hbufied, and as fht liecjeffity of the time required^ kee^ng his men fume* 
wlm^hafdHP^rk, i^mer. were it by the fecret provocation of fbtne 

‘ 8 . diones 
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dinner. 

called the conipany together and alfo thie minifter',‘inrjj^ii^ 
tlt^itUdiuy to him whercih he had d^crved thofe hard accufations: whefei^^^T 
vrttfi aa univerfal cry they affirmed the contrary, fo that Keath down of his kneda la 
aik him forgivenefs. But Mr. More kindly took him up, willing him to kned tin/ 
God, and hereafter be moremodeft and charitable in his fpccchcs; notwithftandingi^i\ 
two other difeontents fo upbraided More with that dodrine, and ftood to maintain it, 
he.impannelled a jury, with a great deal of feeming mucli ado he would hang tfi^ 
bein'^ condemned, one of them with the very fear fell into a dead palfy j fo that the 
othet; was fet at liberty, and proved after a very good labourer. 

Many conclufions he tried about the Sca-Venture, the wreck of Sir George Summers, 
but he got only for his pains but two pieces of ordnance. Having framed a church of 
timber, it was blown down by a teinpeft, fo that he built another in a more clofe place 
with palmeta leaves. 

Before this year was expired, the adventurers font them an advifo with thirty paf- 
fongers and good provifions, to prepare with all expedition for their defence againft 
the Spaniard, whom, they underftood, ere long would vilit them : this occafioned him 
to keep all his men together in that ifle fo hard at work, that wanting liberty to go 
abroad for food, living only on that they had, and expefted daily to receive from 
England, they were fo overtoiled, many fell fick, but none died. Very eameft this 
fliip was to have all the ambergris, w'hich Mr. More perceiving, was the chiefelt cfiufe 
of their coming, and that it was tlie only loadftonc to draw from England ftill more 
fupplics ; for all the exprofs command fent from the company, he returned this fhip 
bur witli the one-third part ; fo from thence Ihe went to Virginia, and not long after 
arrived fafely in England. , *• 

But before her return the company font the Martha with fixty paiTengers more ; 
they arrived iix Juno with one Mr. Bartlct to furvey the ifland, and the eltate of the 
colony, with cxprcl's command for all the ambergris, but More perceiving him not 
as he would have him, and that the company began to miftruH; him, would fend?*^ 
more but another thirtl part, wherewith they returned, leaving a Frenchman to make 
trial of the mulberries for fill;, but he did not bring any thing to perfection, cxcufing , 
himfelf, tltey were iicn the right huilberries he expeCted, About this time they w'erc 
in hope of a fmall crop of tobacco,* but it was moft fpoiled for want of knowledge to 
ufe it. Nowin England Mi’. More became amongfl the merchants marvellous diftafte- 
ful, for the detaining fo long the ambergris, which delays they fo much abhorred, 
they forthwith (.lifpatched the Eli^febeih the fecond time and forty paflengers, much 
; rebuking More lor fo long detaining the ambergris, for the which, having now no 
more colourable excufes, he delivered it, wherewith the fliip went to Virginia, and 
thence home. In this fliip was brought the firft potatoe roots, which flouriflied 
.exceedingly for u lime, till by negligence they werealmod loft (all but two caft-away 
roots) that fo wonderfully have increafed, they are a main relief to till the itihabi- 
mnts. This Ihip was not long gone but there came tw'o Spanilh fliips, founding with 
.their boat, which attempted io come in, but from the King's Callle Mr. More made 
. .but two fliot, which caufed them pt;ercntly depart. Mark here the handy work of itie 
pi vine th’pyiderice, for they had but three quarters of a barrel of powder ajid but one 
flfot -abd:.the pwjfor .b carclcllnefs was tumbled down uiidei’ 'the ninaxics of 
,3^;itwo^^ccc8,’wefe^ yet not totjphed with, fird- wh^n they were difehiarged.. 
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This fear tbiM anotb^ inw wh^ thex^iEQ^ famibe; 

in this extremity O^^ebt Caftmin Dabiel £lf^.^fa a carrel of i^eal' ^cha;^}!^ 
relieved thekb;; ;f«it : bfought with all fo many rate, that within two years' afef near 
ruined all ; now though Elfrid'had deceived his friend Filher of thi$ carvel in the 
^'Indites, they revenged Fiiher*s injury, for Elind had his palTage for England, and' they 
madevife Of all he had. Some two months after, came in the Blcffing, with an hundred 
jpaifin^ers j and two days after the Starre, with a hundred and fourfeore more, amongft 
which were many gentlemen, as Mr. Lower for marfiial, Mr. Barret, Mr. Felgate, and 
divers others’, but veiy unproper for what they undertook. Within fourteen days 
after came in the Margaret and two frigates, and in them one hundred tind threefcore 
paffengers } allb Mr. Bartlet came now exprel'sly to divide the country into tribes, 
and the tribes into (hares. But Mr. More finding no mention in-ade of any part for 
himfelf nor all them with him, as he was promil'ed in England, by no means Would 
admit of any divifion, nor fufter his men from finifhing their fortifications, which was fo 
neceffary, it was his main anibition to fee that accoinpliihed ; but fuch unkindnefs grew 
betwixt this Mr. Bartlet dnd the governor, that the rude igiultitude with all the 
difdaia they could devife caufed Bartlct’s return for England as he came. About 
this time William Millington was drawn into the fea by a fifli, but never after ever leen. 

The negled of this divifion was very hardly conceited in England, fo that Mr. More, 
grew more and more in diflike with the company ; notwithftanding he followed the 
building of thefe forts fo eameflly, neglediing planting of com, till their (lore was near 
all conlumed, whereby they became fo feeble and weak, fome would not, otheij? could 
not go abroad to feek relief, but ftarved in their houfes, and many that went abroad, 
through weaknefs were fubjeft to be fuddenly furprifed with a difeafe called feagues } 
which was neither pain nor ficknefs, but as it were the higheft degree of w’caknefs, 
depriving them of power and ability from the execution of any bodily exercifes, w'hether 
it wwe working, walking, or what elfe j being thus taken, if any prelently gave them 
food, many times they ftraight recovered, yet fome after a little reft, would be able to 
walk, but if they found not prefent fuccour, died. 

About this time or immediately before, came in a company of ravens, which gon* 
amonglt them all the time of this mortality, and then departed, which for any 
thiiig known, neather before nor fmee were ever feen or heard of : this with divers other 
reafons, caufed Mr. More to go out to fea, to fee if ho could difeover any other 
iflands, but he went not far ere ill weather forced him back ; and it were a noble 
adventure of him would undertake to make more perfed, all the dangers are about the 
Sutdtncr liles. ^ 

Thus famine and mifery caufed Governor More to leave all his works, and fend them 
abn>ad to get what they could ; one hundred and fifty of the moll weak and fick he fent 
to Couper*s Ifle, where were fuch infinite numbers of the birds called cahowes, which 
were fo fearlefs they might take fo many as they would, and that admired abundance of 
filh, that the extremity of their gluttony was fuch, thofe heavenly bleffings theyfo ^ 
confumed and wafted by carelefnefs and furfdting, many of them died upon thofe filly 
birds that offered themfdves to the (laughter, which the governor underftanding, caufed 
them for change of air to be removed to Port Royal, and a company of filhers with a 
ixjat to relieve them with fifh, but the gang grew fo lazy the poor weaklings (till died; 
tte^ foat remained killed the cattle they found in the ifle, feigning the heat caufed them 
to *un into the fea ^d fo were drowUed j fo that the governor fent ag^ for them 
h6xri<^^ fome obtained leave lUlI to live abtbad ; one amongft; the reft hidi jhh^df w, , 
and Uved . only oh ^idlks i9^1suidMiaraibs,f^tftnd lui^^^^^ 
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Snjopbdi^ Iti^ the 

]^ka0^'-fwo^y ^Un^pf pi$ tpp^t bui^ 'fuiding.;all thpfepoor en|^es!iid(bc(^^ 
tlii^ A two Agates jail left, with th^ for England, to tell thetp 

AH l^hich was now attributed to Mr. More’s perverfenefs, who at fird whe^ 
got the ambergris had not fuch a general t^plaufe, but now all the word cbulfl : 
poiBbly be iuggeded was too good forhim; yet not knowing for the prefent how hi 
fold a better, they let him continue dill, though his time was near expired, and with . 
all fpeed fent the Welcome fraught with provifion, where ihe well arrived, and proved 
herfelf as welcome in deed as in name ; for all thofe extremities, Mr. Lewes Hues 
writeth, not one of all of thofe threefcore that drd began this plantation was dead, which 
ihews it was not impoflible, but indudry might have prevented a great part of the others 
fluggifh careleffnefs. 

This ihip much refreilied this miferable colony, but Mr. More feeing they fent not for 
him, his time being now expired, underdanding how badly they reputed him in England, 
and that his employment now was more for their own ends than any good for himlelf, 
refolved direftly to refurn with his fliip. Having fettled all things in the bed order he 
could, left the governor to the charge of the council of fix, to fucceed each other 
monthly, till they had further direftions from England j whofe names were Captain 
Miles Kendall, Captain John Mansfield, Thomas Knight, Charles Caldycot, Edward 
Waters, and Chridopher Carter, with twelve others, for their affidances. More thus 
taking leave of thofe iflands, arrived in England ; much wrangling they had, but at 
lad they confirmed him, according to promife, eight lhares of land ; and lb he was dif- 
miffed of his charge, with Ihew of favour, and much friendlhip. 

r<i5r rtt/e of ihe Jix Governors. 

THE fird thing they did was cading of lots, who Ihould rule fird j which lot lighted 
upon Mr. Caldicot. This lad fupply fomewhat abated the extremity of their miferles, 
and the better in that jj^eir fortifications being finifhed, they had the more leffure to go 
abroad with that means was brought to that purpofe to filh. Chard, as you have heard, 
whom all this while More had kept prifoner, they fet at liberty : now by reafon of their 
former miferies, little or nothing could be done ; yet this governor having thus con- 
cluded his month, and prepared a frigate and two-and-thirty men, he embarked himfelf 
with two other of his fellow counfeljors ; namely, Knight and Waters, for the Wed 
Indies, to get fruits and plants, goats, young cattle, and fuch like. But this poor 
veffel, whether through ill weather, or want of mariners, or both, indead of the Indies 
fell with the Canaries, where taking a poor Portugal, the which they manned with ten 
of their own people, as foon after feparated from her in a dorm, and the next day was 
taken by a French pickaroon, fo that the frigate out of hope of her prize, makes a 
fecond time for the Wed Indies, where flie no fooner arrived, but foundered in the fea. j, 
but the men in their boat i^^vered a defolate ifle, where aftear foine few months day,, 
an EngHlh pirate took them in, and fome of them at lad got for England, and fome few* 
yearb^er returned to the Summer Ifles. 

Captain John Mansfeld*s mottih. 

J^IHE frigate thus Captain Mansfield fucceeded. Then was contrived a peti* . 

. ^ the g^etafity, unto the triumvirate govenicp!» wHordln they fupplicated,. ^ 

that . 
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that by no means thw lhbuld refijgn gove^m^nt to .any, IhouM cpojp 

tipon whatterms fix:^6nths after rfe jjiBfurri of metr Ihip fern 

Indies ; about tUsI 'Unwarrantable a^on Mr. Lewi^.'HueSi their preacher, ^ vio- 
lent in fuppreifing it, that fuch difebntents grew betwixt the governors ^d hint^ and 
''diviftons among the company, he was arrsugned, condemned, and imprifoned, but not, 
long detiined before relcafed. Then the matter fell fo hotly again to be difputed 
betwixt him and one Mr. Keith, a Scotchman, that profeffed fcholarfhip, that made 
all' the people in a great combuftion : much ado there was, till at laft, as they fate in 
the church, and ready to proceed to judiciary courl'e againll Mr. Hues, fuddenly fuch 
an extreme guft of wind and weather fo ruffled in the trees and church, feme cried 
out, a miracle ; others, it was but an accident common in thofe ifles, but the hoife 
was fo terrible it diffolved the affembly ; notwithdanding, Mr. Hues was again ini- 
prifoned, and as fuddenly difeharged ; but thofe fadlions were fo confufed, and their 
relations fo variable, that fuch umieceflary circumftances were better omitted than any 
more difputed. 

This man’s month thus ended, begins Mr. Carter’s, which was ultogctho'r fpent in 
qfiietnefs ; and then Captain Miles Kendall had the rule, whofe momh was alfo as 
quietly fpent as his prcdcceffor’s. Then Captain Mansfield begins his lecond month, 
when the (hip called the Kdwin, arrived with good fupplics. About this time divers 
boats going to fea were loft, and fome men drowned ; arid many of the company 
repaired to Mr. Hues, that there might be a council according to Mr. More’s order, 
of fix governors and twelve affiftants, whereupon grew as many more fuch fill); brawls 
as before, which at laft concluded with as fimplc a reconciliation. In the interim, hap- 
pened to a certain number of private perfons as miferablc and l-.uncntablc an accident 
as ever was road or heard of, and thus it was : 

In the month of March, a time moft fubjeft of all others to fuch tempefts, on a 
Friday there went feven men in a boat of two or three tons, to fifli. I’he morning being 
fair, fo eager they were of their journey, fome went fading ; neither carried they 
either meat or drink with them, but a few palmcta berries, but being at tlu'ir iifliing- 
place fome four leagues from the Ihore, fuch a temped arofe, thiy were quickly driven 
from the fight of land in an overgrown Tea, defpairing of all hope, only committing 
t^^felves to God’s mercy, let the boat drive which way fhc would. On Sunday the 
ftorm being foifiewhat abated, they hoifted fail, as they thought, towards the ifland. In 
the evening it grew ftark calm, fo |hat being too weak to ufe their oars, they lay adrift: 
that night. The next morning Andrew Hilliard, for now all his companions were 
paft ftrength either to help him or \thcmfelves, before a fmallgale of wind fpread his 
fail again. On Tuefday one died,' whom they threw overboard. On Wednefd^y 
three, and on Thurfday at night the fixth. All thefe but the laft were buried by 
Hilliard in the fea, for fo weak he was grown he could not turn him oyer as the reft» 
whereupon he ftripped him, ripping his belly with his knife, throwing his bowels into . 
the water, he fpread his body abroad tijted open with a Hick, and fo let it lie as a 
ciftem fo receive fome lucky rain water, and this God fent him prefenfly after, fo that 
in one fmall fliower he recovered about four fpoonfuls of rain-water to his. unfpeakable 
refreihment ; he alfo preferved .wear half a pint of blood in a flioe, which he did fpar- 

f ly drink £.ito moift bis itfouth : two fcvcral days he fed on his flefh, to the quantity 
a^und } on the eleventh day from his lofing the fight of land, two flying fifhes 
1. in his boat, whofe warm juicy blood he fucked to ,his great comfort. But within an . 
IK jdter, to his greater comfort, yop will ztot doubt, he once again deferied the Isfo^ 
four hours after was caft upon a rock near to Port Royal, where lus boat 
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\iras prefrntly fplit in pieces, but hinjfelf, though extremely weak, madefliift to clamber 
tip fo lleep and high a rock, as would have troubled tlie ableft man in the ifle to have 
done that by day he did by night. 

Being thus aftride on a rock, the tumbling fea liad gotten fuch polTeuion in his ' 
brains, that a good while it was before his giddy head would fufllr him t:o venture upon 
the forfaking it : towards the uicirumg he crawls alhore, and then to his uccoinplilhed 
joy ho difcenis where lie is, and travels half a duy withour any rerrefiiTneiit than water, 
whereof wifely tuid temperately he hinted hirnf df, oihtfrwiie cenaiuly he hael drunk his 
laft. In which cafe he rottdtts a friemrs houf*, wticre at the iiiit they took hini for a 
. ghofl, but at lafl acknowledged and received him wii'j jo.', Iiis ftory (idler ioiiie houi^. 
of recovery of- ftrength to i.e!l it) htaid out with adm’ration. lie was not Jong after 
conveyed tc the town, where he received his former health, and v.";.; Jiving in the year 

'j n . 


The next news that liapp- ned in this* time of oafe, was, that a merry fellow 
having found foiiK- lew doll.ns ava’nll tlie Heniini wreck, tlie bruit went current the 
treahire was fiiiii.t, iiiAi (hey all mad ■ men. Much ado there was to prevent the pur- 
loining of it, before th. y had it ; where after llu y had tired themiVb. es with fearch- 
iug, that they found ainour.t'.al not to above twenty pounds lle.ling, whiclt is not unlike 
but to b(' the remainder oi' linne greater ibiiv, wafiied from forae wreck not far from 
the riic.re. 


The company by the Edwin receiving news of the revels were kept in Summer Ifles, 
rcfolved'to make ciic.ico of a new governor, called IMr. Daniel '.luckcr, that a long 
time had been a planter in Virginia in the government of Captain Smith. All things 
being furnifhed lor his voyage, he fet fail in the George, conforted with the Edwin, 
with many palfongers, vvhicii being difeovered by them in thofo illcs, they luppoled 
them the Jrigaf'j fent to the Weil Indies ; but when they undeidlood what they were, 
much preparation they made td refilt the new governor. Many great odentations 
appeared on Loth fides, but when \\\(i quondam governor did fee his men for^moft pait 
forfake him, all was very well and quietly compounded, and with mucii kinduefs 
received and welcomed afliore, where his commiffion was no fooncr read, than they 
ttccepted and acknowledged him for their governor. 


The Go vernment of Captain Dank! Tucker, 

ABOUT the miJil: of May arriv 
both abhorring all exacted laboui 


rived this governor, where finding the inhabitants 
', as alfo in a manner difd. lining atid grudging much 
111 nor blit paflionate any man living. But at luil, 
according to the Virginia order, he fet every onewaswi'ii him at Saint G owgas, to 
his talk, to clear grounds, fell trees, fet corn, fquare timbn-, pf ini vinos and oth. ; 
fruits brouglit oat of England, '1‘licfc by their laik-mafters by bi eal; of day rep: ‘- . J to 


to be commaiul?\l by him, it couK 
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fomc colony men, on forne of the efpecial ihares. ^ He fwore alfo ceitain of the chief 
pipn of every tribe to be bailiffs thereof ; and appointed as many men as he was able for all 
fupplied lhares. The goods landed in the ftore-houfes he fent from thence, and 
dHperfed it to his workmen in general : fome boats alfo began to be built ; but the pin- 
nace called the Thomas fufpected might make an efcape, was laid up in a dock, where 
ihe yet remainoth. 

In the beginning of the fccond month of his government, he dir .-fted warrants to all 
the bailitfs, for the holding of a general alE;se at Saint Georges, and appointed 
Mr. Stokes lieutenant of the King’s caltle at the Gurnet’s Head. The Edwin came 
with him he lent to the Vv’'cll Indies, by directions from En.: iand, to trade wicji the . 
natives for cattle, cor’p plants, and other commodities. A ourfc of great importance, 
which had it been purfued, would certainly have producf nore hopeful i dVcis for the 
good of the colony, than all the fupplics and magazin irorn England hath or will in. 
a long time. 

Prefently after her departure began the aflizes, cxecited by his deputy. The chief 
matter handled was the hanging one John Wood, a Ercnchmuii, for fpeaking many 
diftafteful and mutinous fpeeches againfl tlie governor, to liiew the reft by that 
example the power of his authority, which after with In':- own hands he fo often 
executed with a baftinado amongll the poorei fort ; many .termed it a cruelty, not 
much lefs than tyranny ; but the fequel is more than ftrange. 

So it was that five of them, feeing by no means they could get p ri.igc for England, 
refolvcd to undergo all hazards but they would make an cfcitpc; Iroiri fuch fervitude. 
The chief mariner and plotter of this bufinefs was Richard Sanders, and his con- 
federates, William Goodwin, a fliip-carpenter, T’homas Harifon, a joiner. Janies Barker, 
a gentleman, and Henry Puet. T'hefe repairing to the governor, and with pleafing 
infinuations told him, if he would allow them but things neceffary, they would build 
him a boat of two or three tons, with a tlofe deck,’fiiould go a-fifhing all weathers. 
The governor half proud that he had brought his men to fo good a pafs, as he con- 
ceived, offer themfelves to fo neceffary a work, inffantly with all willingiiefs fur- 
nifhed them with all things they could defirc, and many fair promifes to encourage 
them to perform it with all expedition. Having made choice of a place moft fit from 
iftbleffation, they went forward with that expedition, that in a fhort time file was 
brought to perfection. By this time, the ftiip that brought the governor being ready 
to depart, he fends a lufty gang to go fetch his new boat to carry him aboard, but 
arriving at the place where flic was built, they could bear no more of her, but Oie was 
gone the lad evening to fea, to try how fhe would fail. Much fearcli and dii'pute was 
where this boat lliould bo, but at laft they found divers letters in the cabins to this 
efib^, direfted to the governor, and other their friends, “ that their hard and bad 
ufage was fo intolerable, and their hope fo fniall ever again to fee tht'ir country, or be 
delivered from fuch fervitude, they did rather choofe to put themfelves to that defpe- 
rate hazard to go for iMigland, in which if they mifearried, us it was much to be inif- 
trufted, their lives and bloods fhould be required at their hands was the caufe.” A 
compafs dial Barker had borrowed of Mr. Hues, to whom he wrote that as he had 
often perfuaded them to patience, and that God would pay them though none did, he 
muft now be contented with the lofs of his dial, with his own doftrine. Such leifuro 
they found to be merry when in the eye of reafon they were marching into a moft 
certain ruin. The governor being thus fatisfied of their efcape, extremely threatened 
them no lefs than a hanging, but the ftonns of the ocean they now more feared than 
j good provifion by bartering they had got from the fliip, where Goodwin m a 

9 bravado 
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bravado* told the mariners* though he conldnot be permitted to go with them* yet 
peradventure he might be, in Englaifd before them } whereat the mafter and hu mate 
laughed merrily. But having now been under fail three weeks* the winds fo favoured 
them, they felt nothing of what they had caufe to fear : then a bluftering gale blowing 
in their teeth put them to much extremity for divers days, then becoming more gentle* 
away they paft profperoufly fome eight or ten days more, till meeting a Frencli picca- 
roon, of whom they defired fuccour, he, like hiinfelf, took from them what he liked* 
leaving them not fo much as a crofs-ftafl’ to obfervc withal, and fo cafl them off : their 
courfc ftill they cotiiinued till their victuals began to fall to the lowed ebb, and the very 
.knecs,of their iiiiall veffel were half liewed away for fire-wood. At lafl; to their infinite 
joy they arrived in Ireland, where the Earl of 'lomund honourably entertained them* 
and caufed the boat to be hung up for a monument, attd well Ihe might, for Ihe had 
jailed more titan three thoufand three hundred miles by a right line through the main 
fea, without any fight of land, and I think, fince God made the world, the like naviga- 
tion was never done, nor heard of. This fortunate Sanders going to the Eaft Indies, 
in the 'rilling fome lhi}»s there took, it w'as his chance to buy an old ched for three or 
four {hillings, but becaufe it wanted a key he repented his bargain, and would gladly 
have fold it again for lefs : a certain time it lay tofl’ed to and fro as a thing he little 
regarded, but at lad Itavir^g little to do, he broke it open, where he found a thoufand 
pounds derling, or fo much gold as bought him in England a good ellate, which 
leaving with his wife he returned again to the Ealt Indies. 

The George letting fail three days after this efcape, the governor feized and confif. 
cated all that thofe fugitives left behind them. Within a week after returned the 
Edwin from the Wed Indies, furnifiied with figs, pines, fugar-canes, plaintains* 
papanes, and divers other plants, which were prdently replanted, and fince increafed 
into greater numbers, alfo an Indian and a negro, and fo much ligna vitae as defrayed 
all the charge. The governor thus bulled ainongd his plants, making hedges of fig- 
trees and pomegranates, and fcvcral divifions by palifadocs for the defence of their 
guarding and keeping their cattle, for in fuch hulbaudry quaiitie.s he well deferved 
great commendations. The adventurers, to fupply him, J’eiit with all fpeed they could 
the Hopewell, a fiuall bark, but an excellent failcr, and in her one Captain Powell, an 
excellent mariner, and well acquainted in the Indies, where he was to go trade, after 
he had landed his pafi'engers in the Summer Hies ; but in his journey at the Weltern 
Iflcs meeting a Brazil-inan, he liked the fugar and paffengers fo well, he manned the 
carvel with his own men, and continul'd his courfc ; but bethinking himfcif how this 
would be entertained at the Summer Hies, he found fuch doubts, he went diredily for 
the Well Indies, to take time to rofolvc what to do : arriving there, he met a French 
rover* one every w'ay as cunning as hirafelf, but much more treacherous. A great 
league of kindnefs is foon made between them* upon confidence whereof, Powell, 
and fome of the chief with him, being invited aboard him* is eafily enticed* and in 
the midll of their cups both he and his company treacheroufly made prifuners, and 
thus was forced to give him their prize, or hang at the yard-arm with all his com- 
pany. Having fet them alhorc, away goes the Frenchman ; Powell’s Ihip being but 
hard by, prcfently fetched them all aboard, but finding his vidluals near fpent, and 
no hope at all to recover his prize, fet his Portuguefe on Ihore, and fet fail for the 
Summer Hies j where fafely arriving, he declared the whole paffage to the governor, 
left fome other in telling might make it worfe* of w'hich the governor fceiued w'ell 
enough to approve. 

1'his 
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'I'his governor ftill fpent his time in good hiifbandry, although fomo of the fnarling: 
fort here in Ilugland, whom nothing will pleafe, wfit to I'.im, he was fitter to be a gar- 
dener than a governor : foine time he fpent in digging of a great pond, but that work- 
proved 'altogether r.noroiilablc. j(ihv’iut that time was held the feconcl aflize. The 
greateft matter paihxl, was a procknnation againll the fpoil of Cahowes, but it came too 
late, for they V ' re mo!t ddln>yed belore ; a platform he eae.h d to be erected by Fagit’s 
Fort, where a good, fort was very net-eflliry. Captain Fowell not having perlunned 
his ferviee in '.;ie Lvdics lie ciindilioned with the conipany, is font thiihei- again 
by tin's governor, and tliirteen or fourteen of his bed men, furniihed w'ili all tiiine.s 
iic'cofi’ary. hi the mean time, the company umlerllandiiig that in .famiary, February, and ^ 
March, there are many whales, for which fdhiiig they font tin; Neptune, a talllliij), well 
provided with every thing fitting for that j'urpoil* ; but befoiv flic arrived, Cv.ptain 
Tuckar, who had 'in-ouf-iit aH'o with liiin more provilions Jor that employment, lent 
three good fliallops to try what could be doiie; but wlierher it was the luiiinefs ol the 
whale in fwinimjag, or the conJitioii of the place, certain it is, for all tii.ir labour and 
hazard, they Cviulti kill none, though they ilruck many. 

To. begin his fecond year, he calied the ihird ailize, vliere dive rs wt're pnniniod as 
their faults djferved : three were condemned to die; two were re[>rieveJ, but the third 
wras hanged : the next day there was a!k; a levy ior i!:e repairing two Ibi-ts ; but ihai 
labour took not liich c iTect as was intended, for want oi gnod dirccUons. 

But the great Gocl of ileaveu being angry at ilniiewha.i happened in thofc' proceed ing.s, 
caufccl fuch an increaf’o of rdly rats in tljc fpace of (wo years fo to aliound, I.Kv'i'rc they 
regarded them, that they filled not only tlnife places v.hn-.’ they were fn-Ji: I umJ: .!, ’om. 
fwimming from place to place, Ipread tliemrelv.i.s iino all pari:; oi the coimtry, iiilbiniich 
that there was no ifia.rid init it v.-as peli-.-.-ed witli ihem ; ;i;i ! foi’u ii.'li s have been i.ik n 
with rats in their bellic.?, which lliey cauglit in. fuinini!!;;; iVom i.'ie !.> iiie ; liieir n. iLs 
they had almoil in every tree, and in inofl piac..''s i heir borrow;; In die r.-ounJ like 
conic.s ; they fpared not the fruit;> of the plants or irees. nor the vi rv j lara's iii.iii/e!',. 
but ate them up. When they had fet their com, ili-e rrits would e.aiie by troop.; i;; 
the night, and ferateh it out of the ground. If by diiigenr waLcIi a;iy efiaiped lill it 
came to earing, it fiiould thou very hardly elV.ape liieni ; and ill. -y heraiiie nod ini'- evon 
tQ*<licvery perfons of men. Tlicy ufed all the diligence tlcoy ecu! i for d-e d. ilroyin.; of 
them, noiirifiiing cats, buih wild and tame, for liiat purp.de ; ilioy uiodi r.-.’.d) me, 
and many times let lire on the wood;;, lhal often i.-m In.li a c-die hr'ore it was exdnf.c ; 
every man was enjoined to let twelvo- traps, :unl fonie ui their ic.vM ace-nd have f -t Ticnr 
an hundred, which they ever vifited twice or ihiioe in a nh.ht ; they rdfo trdn.-d up 
their dogs to hunt them, w^hcrein they became fo i xjicrt, licit a deg i.i two or 
three hours would kill forty or fifty. Many other d:'vicvs ih. y tiled to detiroy them, 
but could not prevail, finding them fiill incrcafing .agai:dl them ; nay, tliey !o devo:ir;\l 
the fruits of the earth, iliar tlu-y were dellituie of bread f.;r a yeru' or two ; fo that, 
when they had it aherwards, tliey were fo weaned fneu it, th. y '..atity negiefb d to 
it with their meat. BJidts, ilu.-y ciuleavoured fo much for ihe plan ing (. .h.aeco 
for prefent gain, that they negieclid many tilings migio more have previ.iled litr ilicir 
good, which caufisJ amongit liiein much wcukuelt, aad.moruiiity, {iiicc ilic be;-.;iining 
of ihefe vermin. 

At lafl It pleafed God, but by what means it is not well known, to take them away, 
infomuch that the wild-cais and many <logs which lived on them, were familhed, and 
many of them leaving the woods, came down to their houfes, and to fuch places whore 
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they ufe to garbifli their fifli, and became tame. Some have attributed the dellruction 
of them to the iiicreaft* of wild-cat«» but that is not likely they (houkl be fo fuddeniy 
increas'd rather at that time than fbur years before ; and the chief occafion of this 
fuppofition was, becaufe they faw fotnc companies of them leave the woods and flew 
theinfelves lor want of food : others by the coldnefs of winter, which noi wiihiiandiiig 
is never fo great there us with us in March, except it be in the wind ; hi lid -s, the rats 
wanted not the feathers of young birds and chickens, which they da.ily killed, and pal- 
nieta inofs to build theinfelves warm nefls out of the wind, usufually they divl ; neither 
doth it appear that the cold was fo mortal to them, feeing they would ordinarily 
fwim liV'in place to jiiace, and be very fat even in the midlt of w'inter. It renu-inedV 
thefl, that as God doth fometimes eiFect his will without fubordinate and I'econdary 
caiiii-'s, lb w'e need not doubt, but that in the fpcedy increafe of ihefe vermin, as ailo 
by the prcn-rvaiiou of fo many of them by fuch weak means as they then enjoyed, and. 
el'pechilly in the fo luvlilen removal of this great annoyance, there was joined with, 
and befidcs the ordinary and manilefl: means, a more immediate and fecrot work of 
God. 

About this liite , TTenry Long, with feven others, in an extreme florin were cafl 
away, biu i hive of i hem ci'eaped : one of them being afked what he thought in the 
vorli f • that extremity ? anrwered, he thought nothing but gallow's chtim thy right: 
and it 1. God well ifeard liis heard his prayer, and rewarded his ingraiiiude, for he 
was iiaaged wid:iin hall a year after. In tliaf March allb live men wcait to lea, but as 
yet i; . wr iu ard of, and thn.-e more drowned in a boat. By Ililliaiu’s houlb grew 
a very i’air et dar, wliicii by a thunder-clap w'a.s rent alinoft to Anall Ihivers, and a man 
flood by i.im.m.d Siiumel Tanton, molt fearfully blalted, yct^iuiiher they; the houlb, 
nor a little dii!d, y et i pair of racks in the lioiife was all torn to litters. The Neptune 
ne t long after ani', ing to fi(h for whale, her fortune proved no better tlftin the gover- 
nor’s, yei foiiu: are <■.( opinion,, profit might be made by tliein. 

In May llity tu Icried te.ur fail, lb that manning all their forts, they flood two days 
in art’'..<, expociii’g v. hat tlicywc re; at lall they fuund it Afr. Powell, returned from 
the Weii liulie.s, in ilie l lopewt ll, where mifling fuch trade at; he expetted, theft; three 
Irigate.s coming iu his way, he could not chufe but take tliem ; meal, hjdes, and am- 
nuinititm was tinir ladiiig: fair weather the governor in;;de with- Powell, till ho bad 
got ail tile goov!:. into his own polTtflion, and then called Ptnvell to a ilricf account for 
doing fuch an iinwarramable art ; inucli ado tht u was botwixr tlic taker and receiver ; 
bnt Fowcll was ghul to be excufed to anfwer it in England, leaving all lie bad taken 
behind him in tiie ili; s: the Neptune allb returned with him, but noble Powell loft all 
bis paiy anil pillage for tin’s year’s work, b'or wliich the company fent for to Tudtar, 
lb that be alio loll; hLs part a.=: well as Powell : notwitiiflaiiding, tlio governor by this 
means being iirong iu ihipping, fitted the carvel with twelve men, under the command 
of I’.dwaru Waters, lormeily fpoken of, and fent them to Virginia about fuch bufmefs 
as he had conceived. Arriving there, they obtained forac goats and hogs, and what 
they could fpeve, and lb returned for the Summer liles j but w’iiether tiicy could not 
find the illes for want of {kill, or beaten oil by ill weather, or the ill-will they bare the 
governor, it matter.*; not much ; but they bare up again Jor Virginia, where they all re- 
iiKiitied, and would return no more to Su rumor Illes. 

'I’he governor thinking to make fome ufe of the hides, fet fome that profefTed them- 
felves tanners, to make trial of their fkill ; but they loft their labours, and fpoiled the 
Itidcs. ^ Allb he called another aflize, concerning a poor fellow called Gabriel, for 
concealing fome fpecches M. Pollard and M, Rich fliould ufe, tending to the difi epu- 

tation 
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tation of the governor, and his tnjuftice and crueldes j which being brought within the 
compafs of feditiou and mutiny, though a year^a^o, many were called in queftion 
about it, although every one ordinarily had fpokc as much. Yet Gabriel, for example 
fake, was condemned to be hanged, and was upon the ladder, but reprieved. The 
other two, M. Pollard and M. Rich, were imprilbncd ; but upon better confideration, 
the fa£l appeared fo fmalXand jidiculous, upon their I'ubmiffion, they were pardoned, 
and reftored to their places. 


The Dh'ifton of the Summer Ijles into Tribes, by M r. Richard Norwood, Sur-rcyor. 

ACCORDING to the diredions of the Council and Company, as they had deter- 
mined by lot, Mr. Norwood took a plot of the ifle, and divided It with as much fuith- 
fulncTs as he could, alligning to every adventurer his lhare or proportion ; as namely, 
to lay out a large proportion, to be called the general land, and iinploycd for public 
ufes, as for the maintenance of the governor, nuniflers, commande rs oi’ forts, fol- 
diers, and fuch like : and to this end was afligned Saint George’s llland, Saint David’s 
Ifland, liOngbridge Ifland, Smith’s Ifland, Cooper’s Ifland, Cony liland, Nonefucli 
Ifland, part of the main, and fundry other fmall ifles. The roll was to be di\dded into 
eight parts, each part to be called a tribe, and to have his denomination of fome prin- 
cipal perfon that was adventurer therein : and accordingly,' the' fir (I tribe; to be oa ft ward 
was then called Bedford’s Tribe, now Hamilton’s ; the fecond. Smith’s tr'be ; the third, 
Cavendifli, now Dcvonlhire’s ; the fourth, Pembroke’s ; the fifth, Paget’s ; tin; fixth , 
Manfil’s, now "Warwick’s ; the feventh, Southampton ; the eighth. Sands : in the ho- 
nours of the Right Honourable the Marquis Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith, the Earl of 
Devonlhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Paget, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl 
of Southampton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Again, each of thole tribes were to be 
divided into fifty parts, called (hares ; and every advencurer to have his ftiares in thefe 
tribes as was determined, by calling lots in England ; the manner of it appears by the 
map, and more largely by his book of the furvey of the country, wliich is in the 
records of the colony. And then began this which was before as you have heard, but 
as an unfettled and confufed chaos, to receive a difpofition, form, and order, and be- 
coiae indeed a plantation. 


The Names of the Adventurers, and their Shares in every Tribe, according to the Survey, 
and the beji Information yet afeertained of any of their Alterations. 


Hamilton's Tribe. 

Shares. 

James, L. Marquis Hamilton 6 

Sir Edward Harwood - 4 

Mr. John Delbridgc - -i 

Mr. John Dike - - 3 

Mr. Ellis Roberts - » 2 

Mr. Robert Phips - » 1 

Mr. Ralph King * - - i 

Mr. Quick’s aftignees - 2 

Mr. W illiam Cannig - 4 

Mr. William Cannig . i 


Sham. 


Mr. William Web - - i 

Mr. John Bernard’s aftignees 2 

Mr. Elias Roberts, jun. - 1 

Mr. John Gearing - - 2 

Mr. Cleophas Smith - 2 

Robert, Earl of Warwick 4 

Mr. Thomas Coveil - - 3 

Mr. Grcenwel’s aftignees - 1 

Mr. Clcy - - . x 

Mr. Powlfon ... 2 

Mr. John Dike . . i • 


Common 



smith's VI&CIIHIA. 


Shares* 

Common land for conveniency -• 25 

Mr. John Dike - - - 14^ 

Mr. George Thorp’s affignces - 1 


2. Smith'' s Tribe, 

Sir Dudley Dig’s aflignees - « 

Mr. Richard Edwards - - 2 

Mr. William Pane - - - 4 

• Mr* Robert Smith - - • 3 

Mr. George Barclay’s affignecs - 5 

Sir Samuel Sands - • - * 

Mr. Anthony Penniftone - - 4 

Sir Edwin Sands - - • S 

Sir Thomas Smith - - - 5 

Mr, Richard More •- - - 4 

Mr. Ad. Brumfield - . - 3 

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Alderman - 5 

Mr. John Wroth - « - - 3 

Mr. George Smith ... 4 

• 3 . DevotiJ/jire Tribe, 

Mr. Anth. Peniftone .. 2 

Mr. John Dike - - i 

Mr. John Dike * 

Mr. John Bernard’s heirs - - 3 

Robert, Earl of Warwick * - 3 

Mr. Francis W eft ... 2 

William, Lord Cavcndifli - • 5 

William, Earl of Dcvonfhire - 5 

Mr. Edward Luckin • ■ 5 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield . - 1 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield - - 4 

Mr. William Nicols - - - , 3 

Mr. Edward Ditchfield . - i 

Mr. John Fletcher ... 2 

Mr. Gideon Delawne - • 2 

Mr. Anth, Penniftone - • 3 

Mr. Beft - - - - 3 

Mr. Edw^ard Luckin .. 2 

Mr. Richard Rogers .. 2 

Mr. William Palmer - - 4 
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Shares. 


Mr. Thomas Judwyn • • 3 

William, Earl of Pembroke - 10 
Mr. Richard Edwards • • i 

Mr. liarding - . - - i 

Mr. Richard Edwards - - 1 

Mr. Elias Roberts . . j 

Mr. Richard Edwards - - i 

Mr. Jacobfon’s aflignees - . i 

Mr. John Farrar - - - i 

Mr. Nicholas Farrar - . i 

Mr. Nicholas Farrar , . i 

Mr. William Canning - . 3 

Mr. Richard Martin - • 2 

Mr. Moris Abbot ... 2 

Mr. Richard Cafwell - - i 

Mr. Richard Cafw'ell .. 2 

Mr. William Cafwell - - i 

Mr. Richard Edwards .. 2 

Mr. Richard Cafwell - - i 

Mr. Richard Edwards . . i 

Mr. George Sands’ aflignees - 2 

Mr. William Paine ... 2 

5 . Pagefs Tribe, 

Mr. John Chamberlaine * • 5 

Mr.Tho. Ayres and Mr.^Rich.Wlfeman 4 
Mr. Richard Wifeman - . i 

William, I.ord Paget - - 10 

Mr. AVilHara Palmer - - 4 

Mr. Bagnell . ... g 

Mr. John Bale - - - 1 

hlr. Wheatley - - - . 4 

Mr. Chriftopher Barron - - 4 

Mr. JohnWodall . . . i 

Mr. John W odall . . . i 

Mr. I.cwis . ... 2 

Mr. Owen Arthor’s aflignees - 2 

Mr. George Etheridge - - 4 

3 

Sir William Wade - - - 1 

Mr. John Bernard’s heirs . . i 


4. Pembroke’s Tribe. 
Mr. George Smith 
Glebe land ... 
Mr. Nicholas Hide 
Sir Lawrence Hide - 


6. Warwick’s Tribe. 

4 Mr. Wheatley ... 2 

2 Captain Daniel Tucker .. 2 

I Mr. William Felgate • - i 

1 Robert, Earl of Warwick ' 5 

Mr. 
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Mn George Smith - 
Mr. Samuel Tickner 
Mr. Francis Mevell - 
Mr. Stephen Sparrow 
Mr. Jofeph Man 
Captain Danit] Tucker 
Mr. Elias JMore 
Doctor Anthony Ilimton 
Mr. T’rancis Moverill 
Mr. Richard Poulfon 
Mr. Matthew Shephard 
Mr. George Tucker' - 
Mr. Ch. Clitheroc 
Mr. George Swinow 
Mr. Richard T om lings 
Mr. %ancis Mevcrill 
Mr. Jonn Waters 
Mr. Martin Bond 

7. Soufhawpicn^s Tribe. 
Captain Daniel Tucker 
Mn John Britton 
Mr. Richard CharnbcTland 
Mr. Leon. Harwood’s aflignccs 
Mr. John Banks 
Sir Nathaniel Rich - 
Robert, Earl of Warwick 
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Shares. 

- Is 

p* 2 

- I 

« I 

5 

2 

- 1 

2 

1 

I 

I 

10 

1 

- 2 

- I 

- I 

• 2 

- 2 



Sliarei. 


Mr.^fchard More - • : - 6 

Mr. George Scot, Mr. Edward Scot, 
and Mr. AnthonyjVVbdy - - 6 

Henry, Earl of Southampton - 4 

Mr. Andrew Brounifield - - 2 

Mr, Henry Tirnbcd - - - 2 

Sir 'Jlionias Ilcwet - - . 2 

Mr. Perce - • - - I 

Sir Ralph Winwood - - ^ 2 


8 , Sand‘/s Tribe. « 

Mr. George liarcklie’s heirs 
Sir Edwiii Sands ... 
Mr. Jeroni Hidon - . - 

Mr. Tho, Millin and* Mr. John Cufie 
Mr. Robert Charnbcrlaine - 
Mr. Abraham CJiainlx^rlaine 
Mr. (Jt'orge Smir,h - - - 

Mr. Rt)bcj*t Gore - . - 

Sir Edward Sackvile - - 

Sir John Davors - - -* 

Mr. Robert G(U'e ... 
Mr. John Dell'ridge ... 
Mr. John Wroth - . . 

Mr. John Weft’s heirs 
Mr. Richahi Chambcrlaliie 


5 

5 

10 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

I 

z 

1 

I 

4 

10 


Touching the common ground in each tribe, as alfo the overplus, you may find that 
at large in the book of furveys amoiigft tlieir records. 

Now, though the country was I'mall yet they could not conveniently have been dif- 
pdfed and well fettled, without a true defeription anil a furvey of it ; and again, every 
man being fettled when-’ he might conftantly abide, they knew their bnfinefs, and fitted 
their houfehoUi accordingly ; then they built no more cabins, but Jubllautial houfes, 
they cleared their grounds, and planted not only fuch things as would yield them their 
fruits in a few mouths, but alfo fuch as would alFurd tir.ui profit within a few years; 
fo that in a fliort time the country began to afpire, and nearly approach unto that hap- 
pinefs and profperity wherein now it ilouriflieth, he. 

But to follow the hiftory, upon the belt plot of ground could be found, the governor 
prevailed lb much with the generalitys they built a fair houfe of cedar, which being 
done, he appropriated it to himfell. which occalioncd exc'-eding much diftalte. About 
this time arrived the Diana, with a good fupply of men and provifion, and the lirli: 
magazine ever feen in thofe ifles ; which courfe Is not fo much commended here, as 
curfed and abhorred by reafon of enhancements of all the iiihijbitants there ; fix or 
feveh weeks this Ihip ftaid, then having towards her freight thirty thuuf'and weight of 
tol^acco; which proving good, and coming to a lucky market, gave great encourage- 
ment to the adventurers to go lufiily forward in their plantation, and without fuch 
fuccefs, iheie is nothing hut grudging and repining. But about the appropriation of 
4liis new-built houfe, many bad dUcontents grew betwixt the ojiprelTed colony and the 

governor. 
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C«i»lemor, efpeejally betwixt him Ae miniller, and Lewes, who would neither be 
feared with threait; nor imprifonraent? mat their m&licc continued till they met inEngland,, 
of which the ininiflcr made tlie caufe fo plain, he very well and honcftly, it leems, 
difeharged hirnfelf. f 

Now in thofe times of thefe endicfs uncivil broils, two defperatemenanda proper gen- 
tlewoman got into a boat, and thinking to make an efcape to Virginia, as appeared by 
fome letters they left behind them, were never more heard on. 1 he vny next month 
after, tlicliitc was a'tempicd by fix others, fo defirous they were to be rid of their 
fcrvitiidej but their plot being difeovered by one of their foc-iety, they were appre- 
hended, arraigned, and condonmiod to bo hauged ; the next day bciiig led with 
'haltfi!! about choir necLs to the place of execution, one was hanged, and tlie reft 
reprityed. 

'I ho Diana arriving well in England, for ail the infinite numbers; of complaints, the 
tobacco diti htip to IV.ec'ten all manner of grievances, yet it bred a diftalle in the 
opinions ol fo iiKCiV, tin y began to think of another governor; but for that time it was 
jb cjuai.'fied by' divers ui his friends, they difpatched away the Diefling, which arrived 
in the* Suienra- hies. 'J'innigli their general letter was fair and courteous |p the 
govci'tar, Y .t by the report of the pairengers and divers particular letters from his 
iriends, it n as allured him his cruelty and covetoufnefs, for all his pains and induflry, 
was much ilifilkid, nor Vas Ik* like to enjoy his houfe. and that land ho had 
ph'.ntcd for jiimlelf, by the extreme opjjrcffiou of the comtnorialiy. This caufed fo 
many j!.:ilouri;‘s to arife in iiis conceit, ilnu at bll he fully refolved to return by thisfhip, 
that no ibotivr fetfail from England, than they proceeded to the nomination of a new 
governor. Iviany were prefented according to the allcdions of tliofe that were to give 
in th(.*ir voices, bur it chiefly rcfled betwixt one Daptain Southwell, and one Mr. 
Katluiuii l K-'.uier, wlufv.* we will leave them awhile to the confideration of the court 
and conUj'aiiy. Now (.kipiaiti Tiivkar having inllituted Captain Ivcadall one of the fix 
govi‘r:!e;T.(l:,.'lor;' fpolvcn of) for his fubftitutc, returned with th’sfliip dirct^liyforEngland, 
;is veil to excuib iiimfelf of thole ubjectious he fui’peefed, a.-, to get atibred him the 
houfe iuicl land ho hud allotted for himieU, left it inight othervvife be difpofed of in his 
abl e ace. 

('oik clccl out of their records by N, B. and the relations of 
Mr. Foj,i,.\Kn, rc.id divers others. 


The Covenuncnl <{ i'.i/'.'V.f KcihJjJ!, ]j'l->vfyfor C-.'ptiihiTiu'Jcar, 


TEIF- unexpecled return of Captain I'uckur caufed a domur in the t leccion of the 
new governor ; f 'me perfuadiug ihefc oft changes Were lo iroublefome, dangerous, 
and chargeable, it v. cre Ixfl to continiK* Captain ftcndall ; 01 Itei's again iie,od f or C.tp- 
^ain Tuckar ; but during iho time of tliefe opinions, the Cftlifloy. or was tiifpatched 
wiihafupply. Now 5 ihould iiave ivnu. o'ih red, Tiu kar was iiO fooiicr ou: oi the 
harbour, but ht* met Mr. l.lfrod, in :i ihip cal! d the 'freafiiw-r, font from ('irg’nia to 
trade t by her he writ t*o i.i . deouty, ?.ir. Krauiall, to have a cur,! ■' r all thing.s, and be- 
ware of liio much act;u:ii:i!;’.:K’>.’ with this fiup, which he fVifi bound for tHe 

Ividic's. Notwiii'.ftu.tiuing, j’.!fi‘<'d received w’hat kiiidii::!-; tile ifio could afford j 
he promifed to revifit them at hi ', return ; this done, becaufe tliey would not begovem- 
lois when his deputyfliip was expired, tlK’rewasageut.rtil rifiombly, and by that election 
Kendall was confirmed to liuxced ftill governor. Now they began to apply tiiemfelvca 
to ihcfinifhijig fome platform about Stnith’s fort ,^and flaying the fomidaiion of a church 
VOL. Xill, c t: ‘ to 
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tb be built <)f cedar, till die Gillifibver amve^ fpme private letters to ICen^ITr 
how he was elected governor of thofe ifles for tm^e years. During her ftay, they held 
their afiizes, where, for fome few fufpefted fa£ts, three were coudenmed, and the better 
to terrify the reft, led to the place of execution, but reprieved* divers of the reft had 
their faults pardoned, and the Gilliflower fet fail for Newfoundland. 

The love and kindnefs, honefty and induftry of this Captain Kendall hath been very 
much commended, by others fomewhat difliked ; but an angel in thofe employments 
cannot pleafe all men ; yet this confideration bred much ill blood as well here as there, 
fo that the company dircdly concluded. Captain Butler fliould, with what expedition 
they could, go to be their governor : in the interini, they took tlic opportunity of a 
fhip, called the Seaflower, bound for Virginia, and by her fenl a preacher find his 
family, with divers pafl'engers, and news of a new governor. This bred a great .diftalie 
amongft many, that ftill they fliould have new officers and ftrangers for their governors 
they never heard of, and themfolvcs litll kept there whether they would or no, without 
gny preferment, no, nor fcarce any of them there inhabiting, to have any land at all of 
their own, but live all as tenants, or as other nten’s poor fervants. 

.^(bout this time came in Captain Kerby with a ftnall bark, from the Weft Indies, 
who having refreshed himfclf, was very kindly ufed by the governor, and fo departed. 
Not long after, a Dutch frigate was caft away upon tlic woftern Ihore ; yet, by the help 
of the Engliffi, they faved the men, though the fliip periffied amongft tlie rocks. A 
little after, one Knfign Wood being about the loading of a piece, by thrufling a pike 
into the concavity, grating upon the fliot, or fomewhat about the powder, ijiruck fire 
within her, and fo difeharged, but wounded him cruelly, and blew him into the fca, 
though he was got out by fome that ftood by him, yet he died of thofe woimds. 
Within two or three days after. Captain Elfred now comes in a fecond time ; but of 
that we fliall fay more in the government of Captain Butler, who prefently after 
arrived with a good fupply, and was kindly entertained by Captain Kendall and all the 
colony. 

From a relation of Tiio. Sparkes, and divers others. 


T/je Government of Captain Nathaniel Butler* 

CAPTAIN Butler being arrived the 2cth of October 1619, fome muttcrings there 
was how' to maintain their elcftion of Captain Kendall, but better remembering theni- 
felves, that conceit quickly difl'olvcd. The nc*xt day, Kendall, the niinifters, and the 
council went aboard to lalutc the new governor, where, after they had dined with the 
bc-ft entertainment he could give them, they faw the redoubt belonging to the King’s 
caftle by a inifchance on fire, whither he repaired with all the means he could ta 
quench it; but all the platform and carriages were confuined before their facts, and 
they could not help it. Two days after he went up to the town, had his commiffion 
publicly read, made a fiiort fpcech fo the company, and fo took upon him the govern- 
mcni. ^ 'I hcn prefently he be gan to repair the ntoft ncceflary defects : the next montlt 
came in the Garland, fent from England fix or feven weeks before him ; fo that being 
Event . eii wetk^iin her voyage, it was fo tedious and grievous to divers of the frelh- 
wau?r pviflengers, that fuch a ficknefs bred amongft them, many died, as well failors as 
pafiengi is. Having taken the belt order ho could for thdr rckafe, pafled ihrougli all 
the tribes, and he ld his firft affizc in Captain Tuckar’shoufe at the overplus. Towards 
the laft of this month of November, there arofe a moft terrible ftorm or hericano, that 
blew up many great trees by the rootg : the Warwick, that brought the governor, was 



away, blit Ae tSarland rid by h^faved herfelf by cutting down h'er maAs| and 
not long after, a fecond ftorm, no*i»fs violent than the firft, wherein the inbunr* 
which a frame ot wood built by Mr. More, for a watch-tower to look out to fea, 
was blown up by -the i^ots, and all that winter crop of corn blafted ; and thus was the 
new governor welcomed. 

With the beginning of the new year he began his firft piece of fortification upon a 
rock which flanks the King’s caftle, and finding the ihip called the Treafurer ftark rot- 
ten and unferviceable, he took nine pieces of ordnance from her to ferve other ufes. 
The .Garland, for want of means, could not make her voyage to Virginia, as flie was 
.appointed ; wherefore he entertained her to return to England, with all the tobacco 
they had in the ille. It was January before Ihe departed, in which time ihe failed not 
much to have been twice caft away ; but thofe Itrange and unavoidable mifchances 
rather feemed to quicken the governor’s induftry than to dull it. Having finiihed the 
church begun by Captain Kendall, with an infinite toil and labour he got three pieces 
out of the wreck Warwick ; having an excellent Dutch carpenter, he entertained of 
them that were call away in the Dutch frigate, he employed him in building of boats, 
whereof they were in exceeding great want. In February they difeovered a tal^ ihip 
beating to and again, as it feemed by her worldng, being ignorant of the coaft ; fome 
thought her a Spaniard, tc^ view their forts, which ftand moft to that part ihe fo nearly 
approached ; fome Englilh, but the moft fome Dutch man of war ; the wind blew fo 
high, they durlt not fend out a boat, though they much doubted ihe would be foul of 
their rocks, but at laft flic bore up tommy for the lea, and we heard of her no more. 
That evening, a lucky fellow it ihould feem he was, that found a piece of ambergris 
of eight ounces, as he had twice before, which bringing to the governor, he had ready 
money for the one half^ after three pounds an ounce, according to their order of court, 
to encourage others to look out for more, and prevent that mifdiief enfueth by con- 
cealing of it. • 

Within a few days after, they doferied two frigates, that came clofe to the iliore, and 
fent a letter to the governor, writ in Italian, that they were Hollanders, had been in 
the Welt Indies, and defired but to arrive, rcfrelh tliemfeivcs with wood and water, and 
fo begone. The governor forthwith fent them to underftand, that being there under 
His Majeily of England, to command thofe ifles, he was to carry hiinfclf a friend to his 
friends, and an enemy to his enemies ; if therefore he could fliew a lawful commiflion 
for his being honelUy and nobly employed, he and his ihould be kindly welcome, other- 
wile they were to adventure at their perils. But his commiflion was fo good, he ftaid 
there two months, and was fo well fitted with oil and bacon, they were all glad and 
happy of this Dutch Captain Scoutan’s arrival, with many thanks to their old friend 
Captain Powell, that had conducted him thither : the colony being exceedingly in 
great want and diftrefs, bought the moft part of it at reafonablo rates ; fo Captain 
Scoutan returned to the Welt Indies, and Captain Powell, for his part, in the Low 
Countries. Whillt thefc thing.s were in aftion, the adventurers in England made 
many a long look for their (hips ; at laft, the Garland brought them all the news, but 
the tobacco was fo fpoiled, either in the leaking Ihip, or the making up, it caufed a 
great fufpicion there could be none was good come from thofe ifle.s; wlrere, (were they 
but perleil in the cure) queftionlefs it would be much better than a great quantity of 
that they fell for verinas, and many a thoufand of it in London hath been bought and 
fold by that title. 

The governor being clear of thofe diftraflions, falls upon the reftoring of the burnt 
redoubt, where he cuts out a large new platform,. and mounts feven great pieces of 
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ordnance upon new carriages of cedar. Now atoongfl: all thofe troubles, it wais not 
the Ifaft to bring the two minifters to fubferibe to file Book of Common Prayer, which 
all the biihops in England could not do. Finding it high time fo attempt feme con- 
formity, bethought hirnfelf of the Liturgy of Guonifey and Jerfey, wherein all thofe 
particulars they fo much Humbled at, were omitted. No foojier was this propounded, 
but it was gladly embraced by them both, \vhereu})on the governor traiiflated it verba- 
tim out of French into Knglilh, and caufed the cldcH miniiter upon Lallcr-day to begin 
the ufe ihereol* at St. George’s Town, where himfcli, moltol the council, officers, aiul^ 
auditory, received the facrarnent ; the which ibrm they continued during the time ot 
his goveninienr. ^ ^ # 

Much about this lime, in luch a fair morning tlrat had invited many boats lar out 
to the fea to filh, did rife fucb a hiuTicanc that iniicli cmJaiigcreJ thcni all, lv> that 
one of them with two boys was driven to fea, and never iv.oiv heard of. 1 lie miiUiiers 
thus agreed, a proclamation was pubiilhed for keepivig of the i.ibbath, and all the do- 
fe&ive carriages he endeavoured to have renewed, built a linall boat ot cedar only to 
go with oars, to be ready upon any occafion to difeover any fhipp^ng, and took ouler 
every fori iliould have the like ; alio caufed numbers of ced.irs to be brtuight frcmi 
divers places in floats, to rebuild the mount, which v iih an unlj^eakable toil w as railed 
feven feet higher than before, and a falcon inounLcd at the foot, to be always dii- 
charged for a v^arning to all the forts, upon the difeovery of atiy fhipping, and this he 
called Rich Mount. This exceeding toil and labour, having no cattle, but only men s 
Itrength, caufed many petitions to the goveTiior, that all ihede general vvorjes 
ceale till they had reaped their liarvefb, in that, they were in gn at dilvrefs for vichials, 
which he fo w ell ani vvered, their own lhames did caule them to delifl from tnat impor- 
tunity, and voluntarily perforin as much as he required. 

Finding accidentally a little crofs erected in a bye-place, amongfl a many of buflios, 
underftanding there was buried tiie heart and enirails«of Sir (icorge Sumnif'rs, he rc- 
folved to have a beiicr memory for fo worthy a Idkiicr than that ; fo fiiuirng alio a 
great marble ftone brought out of England, he caufed it by matorrs to be wrought 
handfoinely, and laid over the jdace, wliich he cnviiontid with a fquare wall of hewn 
ftone, tomb like ; wherein he caufed to be graven this epitaph he had compoleJ, 
Md fixed it upon the mai'blc ftone ; and thus it w’as : 


In tV.c yc:;r onfi thoufand fix tiuiiflrud and eleven, 
Nolile tiir (;Corgc tjunirncrs went JunCx- ft* Iitavcn ; 
Whofe Wi ll tric'd wortli that hcldliLn I! ill cnijilo} ed, 
Gave him the knowlt dp.c of the woild fo wide. 

1 leiicc 'twas by heaven’s decree, that to this jilacc 
He hrr.ii;;ht new guvUs, and iiatne to mutual grace, 
At L.ft l.is foul and body being to part, 
lie here bequeath’d his entrails and his heart. 


Upon ibc fixth of June began the fecond afbze, that reduced ihcm to tl)c diroft 
form ufed in England. For beiitics the governor and council, they have tile bailills oi- 
the vribes, in nature of the ticputy-licutenaiits of the fhiros in Engl ind, lor to them 
arc all precepts aJid warrants directed, and accordingly anfvccred and^ rel'pectod ; they 
perform allb the dutie.s of julliccs of peace, within their limits. Ihe liibordinatft 
officers to ihcfe in every tribe, are the conilablcs, head*boroughs, and church-wardens ^ 
thefe are the triers of the tobacco, which if they allow not to be merchantable, is burnt ; 
and thefe are the ex.ecuiiouers of their civil and politic caufes. 


For 
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For points of war and martial affi^, they have the governor for lieutenant-general, 
theferjeant-major, mafterof ordn^i^c, captains of companies, captains of fctrds, with 
their 4veral officers, to train and exercife thofe numbers under their cliarge,' in martial 
difcipline. 

Concerning their courts for dccifion of right and juftlce, the firft, though laft in 
conflitiition, is their general affi’mbly ; allowed by tiu; ftate in England, in the nature 
of a jiarliaiiicnt, confiiUng of about forty perfons ; viz. the governor, the council, 
the bailifis of the tribes, and two burgclTcs of each tribe choi'en by voices in the tribe, 
befides fuchof the clergy as the governor thinks inofl fit, to be held once a year, as 
you fl»all iicar more thereof horeaiier. The next court is the affize or jails of delivery, 
held twice (fvery year, in Chrillmas and Whitl'an week, for all criminal oUeiiders, 
and,civil caufes betwixt party and party ; asadioiisof debt, trcfpafs, battery, flatider, 
and the like; and ihefl* are determined bv a jury of twelve men, and above them is 
alio a grand jury to examine matters of greater confeqiience. I’lie laft day^ of the 
afilze might alfo well be held a court, for hearing the tranfgrefiions in matters of con- 
tempt, milbehaviour.towards any maghlrate, riots, feditious fpcakers, contemners* of 
warrants, and inch like: iliere are alfo as occafion lhail require, many matters heard 
by file governor, or his officers, and oft juflicc done in leveral places, but thofe are but 
as days of bearing, and as preparatives againft their courts, &:c. 

At this laft aliize eiglftcen w'ere arraigned for criminal caui'es, a number very extra- 
ordinary confiderlng' the place ; but now occafioned by reaion of the hard year, and 
the ile^c ol ill-ch.olen nev/ comers ; of thele, foine were ccnfuretl to the whipping- 
poit, Ionic biinu'd in tile hand, but two were coiuiciniicd to die, Vet the one was 
reprieved, the oiher hanged ; this dtmt*, every man returned to his home : rtiany 
trials i!u;y made again about tbi* Whirwick, but to fmail purpoi’e, her ordnance being 
laflieti fo laft tliey could not lie unloofcd, till the ropes and decks wore rotten, yet fome 
few butts ol beer Ixing l!..iated •they got, which, though it had lain fix months under 
water, w'as very good, noiwiihftandiitg the next year they recovered live pieces of ord- 
naiu'e. ' > 

Iqxm the firft of Auguft, according to the compam ’s inuruclions from Eagltind, , 
began the general ail’cmbly at the town ol St. George, whicii was the lirll thefe ifles 
ever laid ; coiij'iliir.g, as is laid, of the governor, Ci.'uncil, bailifls, and burgeftes, and 
a ft'cretary to vvihoui ;dl Mils were prel'ented, and by him openly read in llie lioufe, 
alfo a clerk to record the ads, being thirty-two in all ; fdieeu of which being font 
into l.iigland, were by a general cnnfeiit received and eiiadcd, thp titles whereof 
are tlicie loliowing as for all the re.U'ons for them, they would be too tedious to 
recite. 



how carelefs many are in prelerring tlioir iVieiuis, or lending fometimes any they can. . 
procure to go, Inch miferviccable people lliould be returned back at ilicir charge lAiat 
lent them, rather than be burdenfonie to the poor inhabiianls in the ifles. The third, 
the nccellary manning ilie King’s Caftle, being the key of the ifle# that a garrifon of 
twelve able mcnfliould be there always refident ; and three ihouland ears of corn, and 
one ihoufand pounds of tobacco paid them by the generality yearly, as a penfion. The 
lourth, againit the making unmerchantable tobacco, and officers fworn to make true 
trials, and burn that vvas naught. The fifth, enjoined the creftion of certain public 
bridges, and the maintenance of them. The fixth, for a continual fupply of' victuals 

for 



loS »M1TK*S VIRGINIA. 

* , w 

for all the forts, to be preferved till fdme great occafion to ufe it. iThe feventh was, 
for two fixed days every year for the afilzes. ThS eighth, commands the making of 
highways, and prohibiting the pafTage over men’s grounds and planted fields, as well 
to prevent the fpoiling of gardens, as convenience to anfwer any alarm. The ninth, 
for the preferving young tortoifes and birds, that were carelcfsly deftroyed. The 
tenth, provided againfl; vagabonds, and prohibited the entertainment of other men’s 
fervants. I he eleventh, compelled the letting of a due quantity of com for every 
family. 'I'hc twelfth, the care corn being fet, enjoined the keeping up of their poul- 
try till it was pall their reacltcs. The thirteenth, lor the prefervation of fulHcicnt 
fences, and againft the fellirg of ntarked trees appointed for bounds. 1’he fourteenth, 
granted to a levy for a ihoui'and pound weight of tobacco, towards the payment of 
public works, as the bridges and the mount. The fifteenth, for the enjoining an 
acknowledgment and accopiion ol' all refident governors, and the warranting him to 
continue, though his time be expired, till the arrival of a legitimate fuccelTor from 
England, to prevent all unmeet and prefumptuous eleclions, befides it was defircd by 
petition in England, the new governors fliould live two months as a private man after 
his arrival, if his pridcceffor did flay fo long, the better to learn and oi)fervc his courfe. 
And thefc are the contents of thofe fifteen aiits, applied as you may perceive", which 
the laws of England could not take notice of, becaufe every climate hath ibniewhat to 
itfelf in that kind in parlicular ; for otherwil’e as it is conceived, it hath been a 
high impudence and prefunipiion fo have meddled with them, or indeed with any 
fuch as thefe Jaws, that had with fuch great jullicc and judgment always provided 
for. 

No fooner was this bufinefs over, but the magazine foip is difeovered, and that night 
came into the harbour, but in a very weak and lickly calc, having calt overboard twenty 
or thirty of her people ; and lb violent was theinfediun, that tlie moll: part of the Tailors, 
as well as pafl’engers, were fo fick, or difmayed, or both, that the mailer confelfcd, 
had they flaidat the lea but a tveek longer, they had all periflied. '1 here arrived with 
this lliip divers gentlemen of good faflrion, with their wives and families ; but many of 
tlieni crazy by the tedioufnefs of the voyage : how loevcr, moll of them, by the excel- 
lent falubritv of the air, than which the vviald hath not a better, loon after recovered ; 
ylllt fome there were that died prefcntly alter they got alliore, it being certainly the 
quality of the place, either to kill, or cure quickly, as the bodies are more oriel's 
corrupted. By this fhip the company fent a fupply of ten perfons for the generality, 
but of fuch bad condition that it i'eemcd they had picked the males out of Newgate, 
the females from Bridew ell : as the governor touiul it his beft courfe, to grant out the 
women to Itich as were lb greedy ot wives, and woukl needs have them for better for 
W’orfe ; and the men he placed in the lung’s (ialllc lor loldiers. But tiiis bad, weak, 
fickly fupply being difperl'cd ior their bell relief, by the much emplcrymont of his boats 
in removing them, many of his own men became iiifedcd, fo that for fome w'ceks 
they were not able to do him any I'ervice at all. Strid inllrudions allb they brought 
for the planting of fugar canes, for which the ifland being rocky and dry, is fo im- 
proper, that few' as yet have been feen to prolper ; yet there are others hold the con- 
trary opinion, thar there is rain fo ordinarily, the illes are fo nioifl, as produceth all 
their plants in fuch infinite abundance ; there is no great reafon to fufpedl this, were it 
rightly ufed, more than the reft. Seventy ihouiand weight of tobacco being prepared 
towards her freight, ftie returned for England. No fooner was flie gone than came in 
another, fent by tlie company and generality, well conditioned, but me failed not much 
to have been caft away amongft thofe dangerous and terrible rocks ; by her canfe alfo 
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exprels command, they (hould entertain no other (hips, than were dire^ly fent from 
the company : this caiifcd much grudging, and indeed a general didradion and excla* 
mation among th'.; inhabitants, to be thus conftrained to buy wliat they waiued, and fell 
what they had at what price the magazine pleafed, and to debar true men f rom coining 
to them for trade or relief, that were daily received in all the harbours in England. 
So long this (hip ftaid going for freight and wages, the niafter not caring how long he 
lay at that rate in a good harbour, the governor was ready to fend her away by procla- 
mation. Thus ended the firfl: year of the government of C. Butler. 

With the fird of the fecond year were held the affizes, where all the bailiffs were 
fined for not giving a beginning to the building of the bridges ; there was alfo an 
order to redrain the exccflive wages all hiindicraflmen would have ; and that the 
chuschwardens fhould meet twice a year, to have all their prefentmeiits made perfect 
againfi; the affizes. The aflizes done, all the ableft men were trained in their arms, and 
then departed to their own homes. 'J'hetown thus cleared, he made certain ne*w car- 
riages for fonie demi-culverines, and a large new dore-houfe of cedar for the yearly 
magazine goods ; dnjfhed "Warwick’s fort, l^gun by Mr. More, and made a new plat- 
form at Paget’s Fort, alfo a fair houfe of lime and done for the town-houfe. The 
three bridges appointed by the general affembly, was followed with fuch diligence, 
though they were more than a hundred, or a hundred and twenty feet in length, hav- 
ing the foundation and arches in thefea, were railed and accomplifhed, fo that'tnau or 
bead with facility might pafs them. 

At yVhitfunday was held the fourth general aflizc at Saint Georgc% where were 
tried twenty feveral caufes; four or five were whipped or burnt in the hand, for 
breaking of hoiifes : alfo an order was made, that the party cad in the trial of any 
caufc fhould pay to every of the jurors four-pence i moreover, that not pad ten leaves 
at the moft fhould grow upon a plant of tobacco, and that alfo in the making it up, a 
didindion fhould diligently be obferved of two kinds, a better and a worfe : then they 
built a ftrong done lioufe for the captain of the King’s cadle and corps du guard, and 
repaired what defeds they could find in the platforms .and c:irriages:. 

(hipiain Powell, fo oft lucniioned, having been in the Wefl Indies fur the States of 
Holland, came to an anchor within fhot of their ordnance, defiring admittance for 
w'ood and water, of witich he had great need, but the governor would not permit 
him, fo he weighed and departed ; whereat tlie company were fo mad, it was not 
poflible to condrain them to eeafe their exclamations againll the company’s inhibition, 
till they were weary with cxcluiniing : but dill lor their better defence, not thinking 
thcmfclves fufficicntly fccurc, having finifhed two new platforms more, arrived the 
magazine fliip, but her nvader was dead, and many of the palTongers, the red for 
mod part very fick ; and withal, a ftrangc and wonderful report of much complaint 
made againll the governor to the company in England, by fome of them returned in 
the lad year’s fhipjnng ; but it was eight days before fhe could get in, by reafim of ill 
gather, being forced again to fea ; fo that lime they kept every niglit continually great 
fires, fhe might fee the iile as well by night as day; but at lad llie arrived, and he 
'plainly underftood he had more caufe a great deal to look for mifeondrudfion of all 
his lervice, than an acknowlcdgm'ent, much lei's a rccoinpence, auy better than his 
prcdeccflbrs ; but it is no new thing to requite the bed defert with the vileft of 
ingratitude. 

Ihe very next day’s night after the arrival of the magazine-fliip, news was brought 
the governor by a diftnayed mellenger from Sands’s tribe, that one hundred Spaniards 
werelanded in that part, and divers fliips difeovered at fea j whereupon he prelently 
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manned the forts, and inftantly made thitherward in pcrfon with twenty men, deter- 
mining as he found caufe to draw together more "ftrength by the way. Bdng got 
thither by the break of the next day, inftead of an enemy, which he expeded, he 
met only with a company of poor dilirefied Portuguefe and Spaniards, who in their 
paflage from Carthagena in the Weft Indies, in confort with the Spanifli fleet of Plate, 
by the fame ftorm that had endangered the magazine fliip, loft theirs upon thofe 
terrible rocks, being to the number of feventy perfons, were ftrangely preferved, and 
the matmer was thus : 

i\bout fii:)-ilt their flap beating amongft (he rocks, feme twenty of the faiiors got 
into the boat with what treafurc they could, leaving the captain, the ntafter, and all the 
reft to the mercy of the fea. But a boy not pad fourteen years of age, that Ic^iped 
after to have got into the boat, mifliiig that hojv, it plcafod CJod he got upon a eheft 
adrift by him, whereon, they report, he coiiiiie.ieJ two days, and was driven near to 
the clean contrary part of the tile, where he was taken up near dead, yet well reco- 
vered. All this nigi’.l, the fliip fticking faft, the poor Jillrcfled in her the next day 
fpying land, made a raft, and were thole gave the alarm firll ttfliore about three of 
the clock in the afternoon, '1 he morning afterr, abunt feven of the clock, came in the 
boat to a place called Ivlangrove Bay, and the r.imo day their carpenter was driven 
afhorc upon a plunk near Hog Bay. There was a p ejillewoman that had flood wet 
itp to tin; middl.' upon llie rah, from the fliip to lite !h^>lv, being big w'ith child, and 
although this was upon the 1 3th of September, fhe took no hurt, and wzs fafely de- 
livered of a boy wiihiji t.hrcv dayas after. The be'Jt conufort that could be give/i them 
in thofe extrcniiiies they had, allhough fonio of tite baler feu't had Ixx’n rifliitg fome 
of them before th.e governor’s arrival ; alfo the Spanifh caj^tain and the chief with him 
much comph'ined of the treachery of his men to leave him in that manner, yt t had con- 
voyed with tiKtit the moft t)f the money they coulil come by, which he eafily miflod ; 
whereupon he fuddenly cuufed all them he aiCideJ to.be fearched, and recovered to 
the value of one itinidrv.’d am! forty puundy fi. rling, wliicli he dcltveivil into the cap- 
taifi’s hands, to be entployed in a general ptirle towards their geru-ra! charge. During 
I'u-ir ilay in the illes, Ibmj of the better fort, 
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nine or ten weeks dieted at his own 


laike, the jeft were biiletted atnongli ilie ir.ljablianir at li.var {hillings the week, till 
tlicy found fliipjrlng for tlseir pufli-.ge, fur which they paid no more iliatt the linglifli 
paid theinfelves ; ai.d for liie pidfage of liivcrs of them, the governor was glad to 
iland bound to the rnaflcr; fome other; litut were not able to procur :* fueh frienJ- 
fnip, were fo conflraiiteJ to flay in the iil s, til! bv tiioir labours (iit-y had got lb much 
as would riv.rl'p irr tli.'tii ; rmd thus tliey were prei'-rvetl, r'dieved, and delivered, 

in the inonili cniukr- anked the f.'cond fhip, and five :dl > Inid loit her imiller and. 
divers of her paiTeoge; ;; ; in her came iwoVirgiuian woui .n, tobe iiiurrieJ to Ibmc who 
would have them, ileu a'.er they were; converted and IvtJ children, Utey might bo fent 
to their country and kindred to civilize them, 'i’owavds tl’.e cm! of litis raonlb came in 
the third fliip, with tifiiiall iT!:igr.;djie ; having foKl v.iiat fhe could, curried the reft iji^ 
Virginia, and never did r.ny of xhofi; paffeugers coinpiai/i cilhcr of their good diet, or 
too good ufag.; .at fea; but the dcum coiur.try flill occahoued mi'.ny ol’ thofe extremi- 
ties. Tiie 5U1 of Novetnfjer the daatnable plot of the powder treafon wus Ademnized 
with prayc-rs, fermor.s, and a great feaft, whereto the governor invited the chief of the 
Spaniards, where dtinUing the* King’s heahh, it was hoijoure'd with a quick volley of 
fmall fhot , which was aafvvered from the fort with the great orilnancc, and thep again 
concluded with a fecotid volley of fmall fltot ; neither was the afternoon without 
and dandng, and at night many liuge bonfires of fweet wood. 

The 
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The Spaniards to exprefs their thankfulnefs at thdr departure, made a deed of gift 
to the governor -of whatfoever he cohld recover of the wrecked fliip ; but the fhips as 
they went out came fdf dangeroufly upon a rock, that the poor Spaniards were fo dif- 
jnayed, fwcaring this place was ominous unto them, efpecially the women, that defired 
rather to go afliore and die howfoever than adventure any further in fuch a labyrinth 
of dangers, but at laft Ihe got clear without danger, and well to England ; the other 
went to Virginia, wherein the governor font two great phefts filled with all fuch kinds 
■and forts of fruits and plants as their iflands had, as figs, pomegranates, oranges, 
lemons, fugar-canes, plantains, potatoes, papaws, cafliido roots, red pepper, the 
jjirickic-pear, and the like. The thips thus difpatchr-d, he goeth into the main, and 
fo ou! to fea to the Spanifli wreck. He had been there before prefently after her 
ruin, ftn* never had fhip a more fudden death, being now fplit in pieces, all under 
water, lie found finall hope to recover any thing, fave a cable and an anchor, and 
two good facres ; but the wind was fo high, he was forced to return, being ten miles 
from the fliore, only with three murderers, which w'cre known to be the fame Captain 
Kendall had fold to Captain Kerby, whofe fhip w'as taken by two men of war of Car- 
thagena, the moft of his men flain or hanged, and ho being wounded, died in the 
woods. Now their jiilot being at this fervicc, got thus thofe three murderers to their 
fliip, and tlieir fhip thu^ to the Bermudas, as the Spaniards remaining related to the 
govenior and others. 

Having raifed three fmall bulwarks at Southampton’s Fort, with two curtains and 
two ravA’lincs, which indeed is only the true abfolute piece of fortification in the ifles ; 
Chriftmas being come, .and the prefixed day of the alTize, divers were whipped and 
burnt in the hand, only three young boys for ftealing 'were condemned, and at the 
very point of hanging, reprieved. The governor then lent his lieutenant all over the 
niain to dillribute arms to thofe were found moft fit to ufe them, and to give order 
for their rendezvous, which weit hanged up in the church. About this time it chanced 
a pretty fccret to be difeovered to preferve their corn from the fly or weavel, which- 
did in a manner as much hurt as the rats. For the year before having made a pro- 
clamation that all corn fliould be gathered by a certain day, becaufe many lazy perfons 
ran fo after the fhips, to get beer and aqua-vitae, for which they will give any thing they 
have, much had been loft for want of gathering. This year having a very fair crop, 
fome of tlic inhabitants, none of the beft hufbaiuls, haftily gathered it, for fear of tlia 
penalty, threw it in great heaps into their houfes unhufked, and fo let it lie four or five 
months, which was thought would hav'e fpoiled it j where the good hufbands hulked it, 
and with much labour hung it up, where the flies did fo blow on it, they iiicreafed to 
fo many w'cavcls, they generally complained of great lofs : but thofe good fellows that 
never cared but from hand to mouth, made their boafts, that not a grain of theirs had 
been touched nor hurt, there being no belter way to preferve it than by letting it lie in 
its hulk, and fparc an infinite labour formerly Iiad been tiled, 'i'licro were alfo very 
luckily about this rime found out divers places of frellt water, of which many of the 
forts were very dcilirute, and the churchwardens and fidefmen were very bufy in cor- 
recting the prophaners of the fabbath, drunkards, gamefters, and fuch like. There 
came alfo from Virginia a fmall bark, with many thanks for tlie pi'efents fent them ; 
much aqua-viuc,. tiil, fack, anil bricks, they brought in exchange of more fruits and 
plants, ducks, turkics, and limeltone, of which Ihe had plenty, and fo returned. 
Huring the. abode of the ftay of this fhip, the marriage of one of the Virginia 
niaids was confummated with a hulband fit for her, attended with more than one 
hundnSl guefts, and all the dainties for their dinner could be provided^ they made 
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alfo another trial to filh for whales, but it took no more effeft than the former: this 
was done by the mailer of the Virginia Ihip thaf profelTed much Ikill that way, but 
having freighted his fliip with limeftone, with twenty thoufand weight of potatoes, and 
fuch things as he defired, returned for Virginia. 

April and May were fpent in building a ftrong new prifon, and perfeSing feme of 
the fortifications, and by the labour of twenty men^ in fourteen days was got from the 
Spanilh wreck four excellent good facres, and mounted them at the forts. Then began 
the general allize, where not fewer than fifty civil, or rather, uncivil aftions were 
handled, and twenty criminal prifoners brought to the bar ; fuch a multitude of fuch 
vile people were lent to this plantation, that he thought himfelf happy his time was fo^ 
near expired : three of the fouleft ads were theft ; the lirll for the rape of a married 
w'oman, which was acquitted by a fcnfelefs jury ; the fecond and the third for unnatural 
crimes, the one with afow, the otherwith a boy,for which they w^ere hanged; duringtho 
time of the iniprifoninent of this fecond criminal, a dunghill cock belonging to the fame 
man, did continually haunt a pig of his alfo, and to the wonder of all iliem that law it, 
who W'ere many, did fo frequently tread the pig, as if it had been one of his hens, that 
the pig languifhed and died within a while after, and then the cock reforted to the very 
fame low (that this fellow was accufed for) in the very fame manner ; and as an addition 
to all this, about the fame time two chickens were hatched, die one whereof had two 
heads, the otlier crowed very loud and lullily within tw'elve hours after it was out of 
the fliell. A defperate fellow being to be arraigned for Healing a turkey, rather than 
he W'ould endure his trial, fccretly conveyed himfelf to fea in a little boat, aivl never 
fince was heard of, nor is he ever like to be, without an exceeding W'onder, little lefs 
than a miracle. In June they made another trial about the Spanilh wreck, and re- 
covered another facre and a murderer ; alfo he caufed to be hewed out of the main 
rock, a pair of large ftairs, for the convenient landing of goods and palTcngers, a work 
much to the beauty and benefit of the town. \Viih twenty chofen men, and two 
excellent divers, the governor went himfelf to the wreck Warwick, but they could 
recover but one murderer ; from thence he went to the Sea-adventure, the wreck of 
Sir George Summers ; the hull, though two or three fathoms in the water, they found 
typerilhed, and w'ith much ado weighed a facre, her lliei't-anchor, divers-* bars of iron 
and pigs of lead, which Hood the plantation in very gi'eat Head. Towards the end of 
July, he went to feek for a wreck, they reported, lay under water, with her hatches 
fpiked up, but they could not find her, but from the Spanilh wreck lay there by, they 
weighed three fair facres more, and fo returned through the tribes to Saint George’s 
foroe were alfo employed fo I’cck out beds of oyllers for pearl, fomc they found, fome 
feed-pearl they got, but out of one little Ihell, above all the reft, they got about one 
hundred and twenty fmall pearl, but fomewhat delecUve in their colour. 

The time of Captain Butler’s government drawing near an end, the colony prefentei 
unto him divers grievances, to intreat him to remember to the lords and company in 
England at his return : alfo tin y appointed two to be joined with him, with letters of 
credence to folicit in their behsli ihofe grievances following : lirll, they were defrauded 
of the food of their fouls ; for being not f.-wer than one thoufand and five hundred 
people, difperfed in length twenty miles, they had at that prefent but one miniller, nor 
never had but two, and they fo IhorteiieJ of their promifes, that but only for mere 
pity they would have forfaken them. Secondly, neglcclcd in the fafety of their liyea, 
b)r wants of ail forts of ammunition. I’hirdly, they had been cenfured, contrary to. 
His Majelly’s laws, and not allowed them the benefit of their book, as they are in Eng- 
land, but by Captain Butler. Fourthly, they were fruilnited of many of theii^cove- 

nants. 
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Hants, and moil extremely pinched and undone by the extortion of the magazine, for 
although their tobacco was ftinted but at two (hillings and fixpence the pound, yet 
they pitched their commodities at what rate they pleafed. Fifthly, their fatherlels 
children arc left in little better condition than Haves ; for if their parents die in debt, 
their children are made as bondmen till the debt be difeharged. Thefe things being 
perfefted, there grew a great queftion of one Heriot, for plotting of fadlions and abufing 
the governor, for which he was condemned to lofc his ears, yet he was ufed fo favour- 
ably, he loft but the part of one in all. 

By this time It being grown pall the wonted feafon of the coming in of ihips from 
England, after a general longing and expectation, cfpccially of the governor, whofe 
corntranion being near upon expiration, gave him caufe to with for a mean of deliver- 
ance from fo troublefomc and thanklefs an employmatt as he had hitherto found it ; 
a fail is difeovered, and long it was not before Hie arrived in the King’s Calhle-Harbour ; 
this bark was fet out by two or three private men of the company, and having landed 
her fiipplies, was to go for Virginia ; by her the governor received certain advertife- 
ments of the carriage jnd behaviour of the Spaniards, which he had relieved, as you 
have heard, the year before ; that quite contrary both to his merit, their vow, and his 
own expectation, they made clamours againft him, the which being feconded by the 
Spanifh ambafiador, caufod the ftate to fall in examination about it ; whereupon, 
having fully cleared their ’ingratitude and impudence, and being ail'urcd of the choice 
of a fuccelfor that was to be expected within five or fix weeks, he was defirous to 
take the ^opportunity of this bark, and to vifit the colony in Virginia in his return for 
England : leaving ilie government to Captain Fclgat, Captain Stokes, Mr. Lewis 
Hcwe.s, Mr. Nedom and Mr. Ginner, but now his time bring fully expired, and the. 
fortifications finilhed, viz. the King’s Caftle, wherein were mounted upon fufficient 
platforms fixteen pieces of ordnance ; in Charles Fort two ; in Southampton Fort 
five ; betwixt which and the cufije pafleth the channel into the harbour, fecured by 
three and twenty pieces of good artillery to play upon it. In Cowper’s Ifle is Pern- 
brock’s Fort, where is two pieces. I’he channel of Saint George is guarded by Smith’s 
Fort, and Pagit’s Fort, in which arc eleven pieces of ordnance. Saint George’s 'fown 
is half a league within the harbour, commanded by Warwick’s Fort, where there arc 
three great pieces, and on the wharf before the governor’s houfe eight more, befides 
the warning piece by the mount, and three in Saint Katharines ; fo that in all there 
arc ten fortrclfcs, and two^nd-fifty pieces of ordnance, fuflicient and ferviccablc : their 
forms and fituations you may fee more plainly deferibed in the map ; and to defend 
thofe, he left one thoufand five hundred perfons, with near a hundred boats, and the ifle 
repleniihed with ftorc of fuch fruits, provifions, and poultry, as is formerly related ; 
well, yet for fo departing and other occafions, much difierence hath been betwixt him 
fome of the company, as any of his predeceirors, which I rather vviih were ivcone.iK;d, 
than to be a reporter of fuch unprofitable difl'eniions. 


Till treachery and fa<Slion, and avarice be gone, 

'J'ill envy and ambilion, and backbiting be none, 

I’ill perjury and idlencfs, and injury be out. 

And truly till that villainy the worft of all lliat rout ; 
Unlcfs thofe vices banifli'd be, whatever forti. y^ni have, 

A hundred walls together put will not have power to fave. 
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Mr, John Barnard fcnt ir be Governor. 

TO fupply this place was fcnt by the noble adventurers John Barnard, a gentleman 
both of good means and quality, who ariived within eight days sitter Butler’s de- 
parture, with two fltips, and about one humlrcil aail forty pafl’engers, with arms and 
all forts of ammupition, and other provifions fuflicient ; during the time of Ir.s hfe, 
which was but fix weeks, in reforming all things he found defective, he f!iev. ed him* 
felf fo judicir.l and hidutlrious as gave gresit faiisi'ailion, and did generally promile vice 
was in great danger to be fuppreired, and virtue sun! the plantation much sidvaaced ; 
but fo it happened ihat both lie and Ins wife died in fuch fliort time, they were Imtl? 
buried in one i.!ay sind one grave, tuul Mr. Jolia llarrifon chofen governor till further 
order csuu.c lioiii England. 


I:’,'..'/ in ih: Govcrnnicni '/Air. John Ilan'iili;. 

THEY are hill much troubled with a g' 'at Ihurt worm that devours their juants. in 
the niglit, but all tlie ds\y they lie hid in the ground, smd tiiotigh early in t'lo morn- 
ing they kill fo many they wotild think there were no more, yet she !>e:;t nioniiii;; you 
ilrail find as msmy. 'Ihe caterpillars to their fruil s sire si'ifo rs p ?ruieiou;'. ; s'.nd die 
land-erabs in foinc places sire as thick in their burrows a;, conit s ui a warren, smd do 
much hurt : bclidcs all this, there happened this year a very hc'avy tii'ailer, lor ;i Ihip 
wherein there had been much fwearing and blafplicining ufed s.li ihe voy. and 
landed what f!ie hsid to leave in thofe ifles, jovially irolickiiig in thc ii- clips smd 
tobacco, by accident fired the powder, that at the very inllant blew up (he ;;re;u. 
cabin, and foine one way smd forac smother, it is a wonder to thirili how ilii y couh! 
be fo blown out of the gun-room into the fea, where lome were* taken up in iiig ('<• 
pitifully burned, their lives were worfe than fo many deaths j feme died, smd fume 
lived, but eighteen w'cre loll at this fatal blafi:, the lliip alio innncdie.tcly fimk vvi:h 
threefcore barrels of meal lent for ^'irginia, and all the other provifion i;i tier w;is> 
thus loft. 

Nov; how to confider how the Spaniards, Frcncli, and Dutch, have been loft and 
preferved in thofe invincible ifles, yet never n-garded them but sis momimuits o: 
miferies, though sit this prclent they all defire tlusu. How Sir 'riif.insss (Eites and 
.'^ir Ciedhgc Summers being ready to fink in .tiie ft a were faved, w!-,:;t sm iticredibic 
sibund.mcc of vicluals they found ; how it was fu ll planted by the J’aigiilh ; tlm 
llrange incresife of rats, and their fiidden departure ; the five men came Irom Eng- 
land in a boat ; the efcape of Hilliard, smd the reft of thofe accidents tlicre liaiipcneii, 
a man would think it a tabernacle of miracles, and the world’s wonder, tint from 
fuch a paradife of admiration who would think Ihould Iprisig fuch wonders of aiilictions.. 
■;s arc only fit to be facrificcd upon the higheft altars of forrow, thus to be 1 et upon the 
iiighcft pinnacles of content, and prefently thrown doum to the lowcll degree of ex- 
tremity, as you fee have been the yearly fucccedings of thofe plantations, the whicii 
to overcome, as jt is an incomparsible honour, fo it can be no diHionour if a man do 
ndfcs'.n-y by unfortunate accidents in fuch honourable actions, the which renown and 
I'inue to attain hath caufed fo many attempts by divers nations befides ours even to 
pafs through the very amazement of adventures. Upon the relation of this news the 
company hath'fent one Captain Woodhoufc, a gentleman of good repute and great 
otpcricnce in the wars, and no Icfs provident than induftrious and valisiat, then 

q returned 
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It is too true in the abfence of the noble trea- 


of 5^.1^;.hcre;a^ been fuch co:nrfa«|o 
hot Jbct the planters and the company, that by command the i.ords appointed 
'rV V Snvth aeain treafurer, that fince then according to their order d Court, he 
jt'X'eleLd, whore now we muft leave them all to their good fortune and fuccefe, 
till we hear further of their fortunate proceedings. 


THE 
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T H E 

GENERAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGI.AND. 


/CONCERNING this hiftory you are to undcriland the letters patents granted by 
His Majefty in 1606, for the limitation of Virginia, did extend from thirty-four to 
forty-four, which was divided in two parts, namely, the firft colony anti the I'econd : 
the firfl: was to the honourable city of London, and fiich as would adventure with 
them to difeover and take their choice where they woulil, betwixt the degrees of 34 
and 41. The focond was appropriated to the cities of Brillolj, Exeter, and Plynnnith, 
&c., and the well parts of England, and all thole that would adventure and join with 
them, and they might make their choice any where betwixt the degrees of 38 and 44, 
provided there fliould be at leaf! one hundred miles dillance betwixt thefe two colonies, 
each of which had laws, privileges, and authority for the government and advancing 
their feveral plantations alike. Now this part of America hath formerly been called 
Norumbeja, Virginia, Nulkoncus, Penaquida, Canada, and fuch other names as thofe 
that ranged the coafl pleafed. But bccaufc it was lb mountainous, rocky, and full of 
ifles, few have adventured much to trouble it, but as* is formerly related; notwith- 
ftanding, that honourable patron of virtue. Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juftice of 
England, in the year 1 606, procured means and men to poflefs it, and lent Captain 
George Popham for prefident, Captain Rawlcy Gilbert for admiral. Captain Edw'ard 
Harlow, mailer of the ordnance. Captain Robert Davis, ferjcaiu-major, Captain Elis 
Bell, marflial, Mr. Seaman, fccretary. Captain James Davis to be captain f)f the fort, 
Mi^Gome Carew, chief fearchcr : all thofe were of the council, who with fotne hun- 
dreds inoip were to Hay in the country : they let fail from Plymouth the lall of May, 
and fell with Moiiahigcn the nth of Augull. *At Sagadahock, nine or ten leagues 
fouthward, they planted thcmfelvcs at the mouth of a fair navigable river, but the 
coall all thereabouts moll extreme ftony and rocky : that extreme frozen winter w'as 
fo cold they could not range nor fearch the country, and tlu'ir provifion fo fmall, they 
were glad to fend all but forty-five of their company back again : their noble prefident. 
Captain Popham, died, and not long after arrived two Ihips well provided of all necef- 
faries to fupply them, and fome fmall time after another, by whom undorllanding of 
the death of the Lord Chief Juflice, and alfo of Sir John Gilbert, whole lands there 
the prefident Rawley Gilbert was to polTefs according to the adventurers’ direclicns, 
finding nothing but extreme extremities, they all returned for England in the year 
1608 ; and thus this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and the country 
efteemed as a cold, barren, mountainous, rocky defart. 

Notwilhftanding, the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Southampton, and thofe of 
the llle of Wight, employed Captain Edward Harlow to difeover an ifle fuppofed 
about Cape Cod j but they found their plots had much abufed them, for falling with 
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Monahigan, they found only Cape 'Cod no ifle but the main, there they detained three 
favages aboard them, called PechmS, Monopet, and Pekenimne, but Pechtno leaped 
overboard and got atray, and not long after with his conforts cut their boat from their 
ftern, got her on fljon', and fo filled her with fand, and guarded her with bows and 
arrows, the Englifli loft her; not far from thence they had three men forely wounded 
with arrows. Anchoring at the Ifle of Nohono, the favages in their canoes aifauited 
the ftiip till the Knglilh guns made them retire, yer here they took Sakawefton, that 
after he liad lived many years in England went a foldier to the wars of Bohemia. At 
Capavve they took Concconam and Epenow, but the people at Agawom ufed them 
kindly, fo with Jive favages they returned for England, yet Sir Francis Popham fent 
"diverR times one Captain Williams to Monahigan only to trade and make core filh,. 
but f>>r any plantations there was no more fpecches. For all this, as I liked Virginia 
well, though not their proceedings, fo I defired alfo to fee this country, and fpend. 
fome lime in trying what I could find for all thofe ill rumours and dil'afteis. 

From the relations of Captain Edward Harlow 
and divers others. 

In the month of April 1614, at the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Cap- 
tain George Langatn, Mr*. John Buley and Mr. "William Skelton, with two ftiips from 
London, 1 chanced to arrive at Monahigan an ifle of America, in 434 of northerly 
latitude j our plot was there to take whales, for which we had one Samuel Cramton 
and divers others expert in that faculty, and alfo to make trials of a mine of gold and 
copper ; if thofe failed, filh and furs were then our refuge to make ourl’elves favers 
howl'oever: we found tltis whalc-filhing a coftly conclufion, we faw many dnd fpent 
much time in chafing them, but could not kill any, they being a kind of imbartes, 
and not the whale that yields fine and oil, as we expected ; for our gold it was radicr 
the mafter’s device to get a voyage that projected it, than any knowledge ho had at all 
of any fiich matter; filh and furs were now our guard, and by our late arrival and 
long lingering about the whale, the prime of both thofe feafons wciv paft ere we per- 
ceived it, we thinking that their feafons ferved at all times, but w'e found it othcrwil'e,. 
for by the midlt of June the fifliing failed, yet in July' and Auguft idme were taken,, 
but not I’ulHcient to defray fo great a charge as our Hay required; of dry filh we 
made about forty ihoufand, ot cor-lifli about feven thoufand. Whilft thg failors 
filhed, inyfell with eight others of th<Jiu might b'll be fpared, ranging the coaft in a 
fmall boat, we got for trifles near eleven litoufand beaver-lkins, one hunilred martins,, 
as many otters, and the inoft of them within the diftance of twenty leagues : we 
ranged the coaft both call and weft much further, but ealtwnrd our commi'dities were 
not elleerned, they werel’o near the French who afi'orded them better, with whom the 
favages had fuch commerce that only by trade they m.ide exceeding great voyages,, 
though they were without the limits of our precincts; ,iurmg the tinve we tried thofe 
conclulions, not knowing the coaft, nor favages* habiiations ; with thefe furs, the' 
train oil and cor-nlh, I returned for England in the bark, where within fix months 
after our departure from the Downs, we lately arrived back; thebeftof this fith was- 
fold for five pounds the hundred, the reft by ill ufage betwixt three pounds and fifty 
ihiliings. ihe other (hip ftaid to lit herfelf for Spain with the dry filh which was 
fold at Maligo at forty rials the quintal, each hundred, weighing two quintals and a 
hail. But one Thomas Hunt Uic mailer of this fhip, (when I was gone) thinking to 

prevent 
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prevent that intent I had to make there a plantation, thereby to keep thb abounding 
country {till m obfcurity, that only he and fome*few merchants more might enjoy 
wholly the benefit of the trade and profit 6f this country, betrayed fbur-and-twenty 
of thofe poor favagcs aboard his ihip, and moft dilhoneltly and inhumanly for thdr 
kind ufagc of me and all our men, carried them with him to Maligo, and there for a 
little private gain fold thofe filly favages for rials of eight ; but this wild a& kept him 
ever after from any more employment to thofe parts. Now becaufc at this time I 
had taken a draught of the coaft, and called it New Ungland, yet fo long he and his 
conforts drowned that name with the echo of Cannaday, and fome other fhips from 
other parts alfo, that upon this good return the next year went thither, that at laft I, 
prefented this difeourfe with the map, to our Moft Gracious Prince Charles, humbly 
entreating His Highnefs he would pleafe to change their barbarous names for'fuch 
Englifh as poflerity might fay Prince Charles was their godfather, which for your 
better underftanding both of this difeourfe and the map, perufe this fchedule, which 
will plainly fhew you the correfpondemey of the old names to the new, as His Highnefs 
named them. • 


The old Names. 

Cape Cod - - - 

The Harbour at Cape Cod 
Chawum ... 

Accomack ... 

Sagoquas • . . 

Maffachufet's Mount 
MalTachufet’s River 
Totan - - • - 

A great Bay by Cape Anne 
Cape Tragabigfiinda 
Naembeck ... 
Aggawom - - . 

Smith’s Iflcs ... 
Pafiataquack . . • 

Accominticus 
SalTanow’s Mount • 
Sowocatuck - - ' - 

Bahanna ... 

A good harbour withm that Bay 
Ancocifeos Mount . 

•Ancocifeo ... 
Anmoughcawgcn 
Kenebccka ... 
Sagadahock - . . 

Pemmyquid ... 
Segocket • * 

Mecadacut . 

Pennobfeot - - - 

Nufket • . . . 


The new Names. 

- Cape James. 

- Milforth Haven. 

- Berwick. 

- Plymouth. 

- ' Oxford. 

Chevit Hills. 

- Charles River. 

Falmouth. 

Briffcol. 

- Cape Anne. 

. Bantfiapic. 

- Southampton, 

Smith’s Ifles. 

Hull. 

- Bolton. 

• Snowdon Hill. 

- ' Ipfwich. 

- Dartmouth. 

- Sandwich. 

• Shuter’s liill. 

The Bafe. 

- Cambridge. 

- Edinburgh. 

- Leith. 

Saint John’s Town. 

• Norwich. 

• Dunbarton. 

- Aberdeen. 

• Low Mounds. 


Thofe 
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Thofe being Omitted, I named myfelf : 

The old Names. The newNamea. 

Monahigan ----- Barrie’s Ifles. 

Matinack ----- Willoughby’s Ifles. 

Metinacus ----- Haughton’s Ifles. 

The reft of the names in the map, are places that had no names we did know. 

But to continue the hiftory fucceedingly as near with the day and year as may be. 
Returning in the bark, as is laid, it was my ill chance to put in at Plymouth, where 
imparting thofe my purpofes to divers I thought my friends, whom as I fuppofed were 
interefted in the dead patent of this unregarded country, 1 was fo encouraged and 
allured to have the managing their authority in thofe parts during my life, and fuch 
large promifes, that I engaged myfelf to undertake it for them. Arriving at I.nndon, 
though fume tnalicious perfons fuggefted there was no fuch matter to be had in that fo 
bad abandoned country, ‘for if there had, others could have found it fo w'ell as I ; there- 
I'ore it was to be fiifpefled I had robbed the Frenchmen in New France or Canada, and 
the merchants fet me forth feemed not to regard it ; yet I found fo many promifed me 
fuch afliltance, that I entei;tained Michael Couper the mailer of the bark, that returned 
with me and others of the company ; how he dealt with others, or others with him, I 
know not ; but my public proceeding gave fuch encouragement, that it became fo well 
apprehended by fome few of the Virginia Company, as thofe projects for filhingonly 
was fo well liked, they furnilhed Cou|x>r with four good Ihips to fea, before they at 
Plymouth had made any provifion at all for me; but only a fmall bark let out by them 
of the llle of Wi[>,ht. Some of Plymouth, and divers gentlemen of the weft country, 
a little before 1 returned from New England, in fearch for a mine of gold about an ifle 
called Capawuck, fouthwards Irdm the flioals of Cape James, as they were informed 
by a favage called Kpenew ; that having deluded them, as it feems, thus to get home, 
feeing tliey kept him as a prifoner in his own country, and before his friends, being a 
man of fo great a ftaturc, he w'as fliewed up and down London for money as a wonder, 
and it feems of no lefs courage and authority, than of wit, ftrength, and proportion ; 
for fo well he had contrived his bufinefs, as many reported he intended to have fur- 
prized the fljip ; but feeing it could not be effedled to his liking, before them all he 
leaped overboard.* Many ihot they made at him, thinking they had flaiit him, but fo 
refoluto they were to recover his body,*the mailer of the Ihip w'as wounded, and many 
of his company ; and thus they loll him, and not knowing more what to do, returned 
again to England with nothing, which fo had difeouraged all your well-country men, 
they neither regarded much their promifes, and as little either me or the country, till 
they faw the London Ihips gone and me in Plymouth according to my proinifc, as here* 
after fliall be related. 

I mull confefs 1 was beholden to the fetters forth of the four Ihips that went w'ith 
Couper, in that they offered me that employment if 1 would accept it ; and I rind ftill 
my refufal incurred fome of their difpleafures, whofe love and favour 1 exceedingly 
defired ; and though they do cenfure me oppofire to their proceeding^, they (hall yet 
ftill in all my words and deeds find, it is their error, not my fault that occafions their 
diflikn; for having engaged myfelf in this bufinefs to the well country, 1 had been very 
diflioneft to have broke my promife, nor will I fpend more time in difeovery or filh- 
ing, rill I may go with a company for a plantation ; for I know my grounds, yet every 
one to whom 1 tell them, or that reads this book, cannot put it in pradice, though it 
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may help any that hath fecn or not feen to know much tof thofe parts ; and though they 
endeavour to work me out of my own defigns, 1 will not much envy their fortunes ; 
but 1 would be forry their intruding ignorance Ihould by their defailments, bring 
thofe certainties to doubtfulnofs. So that the buhnefs profper I have ray defire, be 
it by whomfoever that are true fubjefts to our King and country : the good of my 
country is that I feek, and there is more than enough for all, if they could be con- 
tented. 

New England is that part of America in the ocean fea, oppofite to Nova Albion in 
the fouth fea, difeovered by the moft memorable Sir Francis Drake in his voyage about 
the world, in regard whereof this is ftyled New England, being in the fame latitude 
New France of it is northward, fouthward is Virginia, and all the adjoining continent 
with New Granada, New Spain, New Andalufia, and the Weft Indies. Nowbecaufe 
I have been fo oft afkcd fuch ftrange queftions of the goodnefs and groatnefs of thofe 
fpacious tracts of land, how they can be thus long unknown, or not poU'cired by the 
Spaniards, and many fuch like demands ; 1 entreat your pardon if 1 chance to be too 
plain or tedious in relating my knowledge for plain men’s fittisfaction. 

Florida is the next adjoining totiie Indies, which unprofpcroully was attempted to be 
planted by the French, a country far bigger than England, Scotland, France and Ire- 
land, yet little known to any Chriftian, but by the wonderful endeavours of Fordinaiido 
de Soto, a valiant Spaniard, whole writings in this age is the belt guide known to fearch 
thofe parts. 

Virginia is no ifle, as many do imagine, but part of the continent adjoining to Florida, 
whofe bounds may be llretched to the magnitude thereof, without oilVnce to any 
Chriftian inhabitant, for from the degrees of thirty to forty-eight, llisMajefty hath now 
enlarged his letters patent. The coalt extending fouth-weft and north-eall about fixiccn 
orfeventeen hundred miles, but to follow it aboard, the fhoreinay well be three thou- 
fand miles at the Icaft ; of which twenty miles is the* moft gives entrance into the Bay 
of Chefapeak, where is the London plantation, within whicli is a country, as you may 
perceive by the map, of that little I difeovered, may well fulfice three hundred ihou- 
fand people to inhabit ; but of it, and the difeoveries of Sir Ralph Lainc and Mr. 
Heriot, Captain (Jafnold, and Captain Waymouth, they have writ fo largely, that 
Dfterity may be bettered by the fruits of their labour. But for divers others that liave 
mged thofe parts fince, efpccially this country now called New England, within a 
tmiing fometimes of the fiiorc ; fome touching in one place, feme ift another ; I mult 
entr(:at them pardon me for omitting them, ot iflofl'eml in faying, that their true 
deferiptions were concealed, or never were well obferved, or died with the authors, 
fo that the coaft is yet ftill but even as a coalt unknown and iindifcovered. 1 have 
had fix or liven llveral plots of thofe northern parts, fo unlike each to other, or re- 
femblance of the country, as they did me no more good th:in lb much wafte paper, 
though they coll me mure ; it may be it was not my chance to fee the belt ; but left: 
others may be deceived as 1 was, or through dangerous ignorance hazard themfelves as 
1 did, I have drawn a map from point to point, ille to illc, and harbour to harbour, 
with the foundings, kinds, rocks, and laud-marks, as I pafted clofe aboard the Ihore 
in a little boat ;• although there be many things to be obferved, which the hafteof other 
alfa-rs eid ranfe me to omit : for bring font more to get prefent commodities, than 
km.wiedjy' of lu'y difeoveries for any future good, I had not power to foitcli as 1 
would ; yet ii will .erve to direct any lliall go that way tofafe harbours and the favages 
habttaiions ; what merchandize and commodities for their labours they may find, this 
luaowiiig du>.ourH lhail pUunly deinonilrate. 
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Thus you may fee of thefe three thoufand miles more than half is yet unknown to 
any purpofc, no not fo much as the’borders of the fea are yet certainly difcovered : as 
for the goodncfs and true fubilance of the land, we are for moft part yet altogether 
ignorant of them, unlefs it be thofe parts about the Bay of Chefapeakand Sagadahock, 
but only hero and there where we have touched or feen a little, the edges of thofe large 
dominions which do ftretch tljemfelves into the main, God doth knovv how many thou- 
fand miles, whereof we can yet no more judge, than a ftranger that faileth betw ixt 
England and France, can deferibe the harbours and dangers by landing here or there 
in forae river or bay, tell thereby the goodnefsand fubrtanceof Spain, Italy, Germany, 
j^ohemia, Hungary, and the reft ; nay, there are many have lived forty years in Lon- 
don, and yet have foarce been ten miles out of the city : fo are there many have been 
in Virginia many years, and in New England many times, that do know little more 
than the place they do inhabit, or the port where they iilhed ; and when they come 
home, they will undertake they know all Virginia and New England, as if they were 
btJt two parilhes or little illands. By this you may perceive how much they err, that 
think every one that hath been in Virginia or New England, underftandeth or knoweth 
what either of them are ; or that the Spaniards know one half quarter of thofe large 
territories they poffefs ; no, not fo much as the true circumference of Terra Incognita, 
whofe large dominions may equalize the goodnefs and greatnefs of America for any 
thing yet known. It is ftrange with what linall power he doth range in the Eaft Indies, 
and few will underftand the truth of his ftrength in America ; where having fo much 
to keep with luch a pampered force, they need not greatly fear his fury in Sommer 
Ifles, Virginia, or New England, beyond whofe bounds America doth ftretch many 
thoufind miles. Into the frozen parts whereof, one Mr. Hutfon an Englilh mariner, 
did make the greateft difeovery of any Chriftian I know, where he unfortunately 
was left by his cowardly company, for his exceeding deferts, to end and die a moft 
miferable death. • 

For Africa, had not the induftrious Portuguefe ranged her unknown parts, who 
would have fought for wealth amongft thofe fried regions of black brutilh negroes, 
where notwith (landing all their wealth and admirable adventures and endeavours more 
than one hundred and forty years, they know not one-third part of thofe black habita- 
tions. But it is not a work for ever)' one to manage fuch an affair, as make a difeo- 
very and plant a colony ; it requires all the beft parts of art, judgment, courage, 
honefty, conftancy, diligence, and induftry, to do but near wellj fome arc more 
proper for one thing than another, and therein beft to be employed ; and nothing 
breeds more confufion than mifplacing and mifemploying men in their undertakings. 
Golumbus, Cortes, Pizarro, i^oto, Magilanus, and the reft forved more than an 
apprcnticefliip to learn how to begin their moft memorable attempts in the Weft Indies, 
which, to the wonder of all ages, fuccefsfully they eftefted, when many hundreds of 
others, far above them in the world’s opinion, being inftrucled but by relation, came to 
fliamc and confufion in actions of Imall moment, who doubtlofs in other matters were 
both wife, difereet, generous and courageous. I fay not this to detrad any thing 
from their incomparable merits, but to anfwer thofe queftionlefs quellious, that keep 
us back from imitating the worthinefs of their brave fpirits, that advanced themfekres 
from poor foldiers to great captains, their pofterity to great lords, their King to be one 
of the greateft potentates on earth, and the fruits of their labours his greateft power, 
glory, and renown. 
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The Defeription of England, 

THAT part we call New Enjgland is beiwix-t the degrees of forty, one and forty- 
five, the very mean betwixt the north pole and the line ; but that part this difeourie 
fpeaketh of, ftretcheth but from Penobfeot to Cape Cod, fonic Icventy-five leagues 
by a right line didant each from other ; within which bounds I have 1‘een at lead; forty 
feveral habitations upon the fca coad, and founded about five-and twenty excellent 
good harbours, in many whereof there is anchorage for five hundred fail of Ihips of any 
burden ; in fome of them for one thoufand, and more than two hundred ides over- 
grown with good timber of divers forts of wood, which do make lb many harbour^, 
as required a longer time than 1 had to be well obferved. i 

The principal habitation northward we were at, was Penobfeot : fouthward along the 
coad and up the rivers, we found Mecadacut, Segocket, Peinaquid, Nufcoucus, 
Sagadahock, Aumoughcowgen, and Kencbekc ; and to thofe countries belong the 
people of Segotago, Paghhuntanuck, Pocopaffum, Taught anakagnet, Warbigganus, 
NalTaque, Mafherofqucck, Wawrigweek, Molhoquen, Wakcego, Palharanack, &c. 
Tolhefe are allied in confederacy, the countries of Ancocilco, Accomynticus, Pad'ala- 
<|uack, Aggawom, and Naemkeck : all thefe for any thing I could perceive, difter 
little in language, fafhion, or government, though mod bf them be lords of them- 
felves, yet they hold the Bafhabes of Penobfeot the chief and greated amongd 
them. ^ ^ 

The next I can remember by name, are Mattahunls, two plcafimt illes of groves, 
gardens, and corn fields a league in the fea from the main. 'I’heii 'I'otant, Maffachu- 
fet, Topent, Secaffaw, Tothect, Nafnocomacack, Accomack, Chawuin, Patux;.'t, 
Maffafoyts, Pakanokick ; then Cape Cod, by wliich is Pavvinet and the ilh; Nawfet, 
of the language and alliance of them of Chawuin ; the others are called Rlall'achulVts, 
and differ fomewhat in language, cudoni, and condition : for their trade and mer- 
chandize, to each of their principal families or habitations, they have divers towns and 
people belonging, and by their relations and deferiptions, more than tw'cnty feveral 
habitations and rivers that dretch themfelves far into the country, even to the borders 
of divers great lakes, where they kill and take mod of their otters from Penobfeot to 
nagadahoc. This coad is mountainous, and illes of huge rocks, but overgrown for 
mod part with mod forts of excellent good woods, for building houfes, boats, barks 
or Ihips, with an incredible abundance of mo^l: forts of filh, much fowl, and fundry 
forts of good fruits for man’s ufe. 

Betwixt Sagadahock and Sowocatuck, there is but two or three fandy bays, but 
betwixt that and Cape James very many ; efpccially the coad of the Maffachufets is fo 
indifferently mixed with high clay or fandy clifis in one place, and the trafls of 
large long ledges of divers forts, and quarries of dones in other places, fo drangcly di- 
vided with tindured veins of divers colours ; as free-done for building, date for tiling, 
fmooth done to make furnaces and forges for glafs and iron, and iron ore fulHcicut 
conveniently to melt in them ; but the mod part fo refcmblelh the coad of Devon- 
Ihirc, I think mod of the clifts would make fuch lime-done ; if thc‘y be not of thefe 
qualities, they are fo like they may deceive a better judgment than mine : all which 
are fo near adjoining to thofe other advantages I obferved in thefe parts, that if the ore 
prove as good iron and deel in thofe parts as I know it is within the bounds of the coun- 
try, I dare engage my head (having but men Ikilful to work the fimples there growmg) 
to have ail things belonging to the building and rigging of Ihips of any proportion and 
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(•good merchnndizc for their freight, within a fquare of ten or fourteen leagues, and it 
were no hard matter to prove it within a lefs limitation. 

And furcly by reafoii of thofe fandy clifts and clifts of rocks, both which we faw fo 
planted with gardens and corn-fields, and fo well inhabited with a goodly, ftrong, and 
well-proportioned people, befides the greatnefs of the timber growing on them, the 
greatnefs of the filh, and the moderate temper of the air (for of five-and-forty not a 
man was fick but two, that were many years difeafed before they went, notwithftand- 
ing our bad lodging and accidental diet), who can but approve this a moft excellent 
place, both for health and fertility : and of all the four parts of the world I have yet 
I'een not inhabited, could I have but means to tranfport a colony, I would rather live 
he^e than any where ; and if it did not maintain iifelf, were we but once indilferently 
well fitted, let us ftarve. 

The main llaple from hence to be extra£fed for the prefent, to produce the reft, is 
fifli, which howbeit may feein a mean and a bafe coiomodiiy, yet who will but truly 
take the pains and confider the feqnel, I think will allow it well worth the labour. It is 
ftrange to fee, what, great adventures the hopes of fetting forth men of war to rob the 
iiuluftrious innocent would procure, or fuch maffy promifes in grofs, though more are 
choaked than w'ell fed by fuch hafty hopes. But who doth not know that the poor 
Hollanders, chiefly by iHhing at a great charge atrd labour in all w.'athers in the open fea, 
are ntade a peoj)le fo hardy and induftrious, and by the venting this poor commodity 
to the Tallerlings for as mean, which is w'ood,,flax, pitch, tar, rofin, cordage, and 
fuch ^ke, which they exchange again to the French, Spaniards, Portugueze, and 
luiglifh, &c. for what they want, are made fo mighty, ftrong, and rich, as no ftatebut 
Venice, of twice their magnitude, is fowell furniflicd with fo many fair cities, goodly 
towns, ftrong fortrelT'es, and that abundance of fiupping and all forts of merchandize, 
as well of gold, filver, pearls, diamonds, precious ftones, filks, velvets, and cloth 
of gold, as fifh, pitch, wood^ or luch grofs commodities? What voyages and difeo- 
veries, call and weft, north and I'outh, yea, about the world, make they ? What an 
army by fea and land have they long maintaineii, in tiefpitc of one of the greatelt 
princes of the world ; and never could the Spaniard, with all his mines of gold and- 
filver, pay his debts, his friends, and army, half fo truly as the Hollanders ftill have 
done by this contemptible trade of fifli. Divers (I know) may alledgc many other 
alliftances ; but this is the chiefeft mine, and the fea the fource of thofe filver ftreams 
of all their virtue, which hath made them now the very miracle of induftry, the only 
pattern of perfedion for thefe aft'airs; and the benefit of fiihing is that primum mobile 
that turns all their fpheres to this height, of plenty, ftrenglh, honour, and exceeding 
great admiration. 

Herring, cod, and ling is that triplicity that makes their wealth and fliipping multi- 
plicity fuch as it is; and inv.n which (few w’ould think it) they ftiould draw fo many 
millions yearly as they do, as more in particular hi the trials of New England you 
may fee ; and fuch an incredible number of (hips, that breeds them fo many failersy 
mariners, foldicrs, and merchants, never to be wrought out of that trade, and fit for 
any other. I will not deny but others may gain as well as they that will ufe it, though 
not fo certainly nor fo much in quantity, for want of experience ; and this herring they 
take upon the coaft of England and Scotland, their cod and ling upon the coaft of 
Iceland and in the North feas, if vve confider what gains the Hamburghaos, the Bif- 
cayners, and the French make by fidiing ; nay, but how many thoufands this fifty or 
fixty years have been maintained by Newfoundland, where they take nothing but fmalL 
cod whereof the greatelt they make cor-fifli, and the reft is hard dried, which we call 
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poor-john, would amaze a man with wonder. If then from all thofe parts fuch pains 
is taken for this poor gain of fifli, efpecially by ftie Hollanders, that hath but little 
of their own, for building of fliips and fetting them to fea ; but at the fecond, third, 
fourth, or fifth hand, drawn from fo many parts of the world ere they coinc together 
to be ufed in thofe voyages ; if thcfe (1 fay) can gain, why fhould we more doubt 
than they $ but do much better, that may have moft of all thofe things at our doors 
for taking and making, and here arc no hard landlords to rack us with high rents, or 
extorting fines, nor tedious pleas in law to confume us with their many years difputa- 
tion for juliice; no multitudes to occafion fuch impeditmniis to good order as in 
popular ftates : fo freely hath God and His Majcily beftowed thofe blcffings on them ^ 
will attempt to obtain them, as here every man be mafter of his own labour an'* laud, 
or the greateft part (if His Majefty’s royal meaning be not abufed), and if ho h'ave 
nothing but his hands, he may fet up his trade; and by indulti y quickly grow rich, 
fpending but half that time well, which in England we abide in idleiicfs, worfc, or as 
ill. Here is ground as good as any lieth in the height of forty-one, forty-two, forty- 
three, &c., which is as temperate and as fruitful as any other parallel in the world. 

As for example, on this fide the line, weft of it in the South Sea, is Nova Albion, 
difeovered, as is faid, by Sir Francis Drake ; eaft from it is the moft temperate part of 
Portugal, the ancient kingdoms of Galicia, Bilcay, Navarre, Arragon, Catalonia, 
Caftillia the Old, and the moft moderate of Caftillia the New, and Valencia, which is 
the greateft part of Spain, which, if the hiftorics be true, hi the Roman's time 
abounded no lefs with gold and filver mines, than now the Weft Indies, the Keinans 
then ufmg the Spaniards to work in thofe mines, as now the Spaniards do the Indians. 
In France, the provinces of Gafeony, Langucdock, Avignon, Provence, Dauphiny, 
Pyamont, and Turenne, are in the fame parallel, which are the belt and richeft parts 
of France. In Italy the provinces of Genoa, Lombardy, and Verona, with a great 
part of the moft famous ftate of Venice, the dukedouvs of Bonunia, Mantua, Fcr- 
‘rara, Ravenna, Bolognia, Florence, Pila, Sienna, Urbina, Ancona, and the ancient 
city and country of Rome, with a great part of the kingdom of Naples. In Scla- 
vonia, Iftria and Dalmatia, with the kingdoms of Albania. In G recta, thofe famous 
kingdoms of Macedonia, Bullulgaria, I heflalia, Thracia, or Romania, where is feated 
the moft pleafant and plentiful city in Europe, Conltantinople. 

Afia, in the fame latitude, are the teniperatcft parts of ;'.atolla, Armenia, Perfia, 
and China, befides divers other large countries and kingdoms in tliofe moll mild and 
temperate regions of Afia. Southward in the famd height is the richeft of gold mines. 
Chili and Baldinia, and the mouth of the great river Plate, &c., for till the reft of 
the world in that height is unknown. Befides thcfe reafons, mine own eyes that have 
feen a great part of thofe cities and their kingdoms (as well as it) can find no advantage 
they have in nature but this, they arc beautified by the long labour and diligence of 
induftrious people and art ; this is only as God made it when he created the world : 
therefore I conclude, if the heart and entrails of thofe rcgion.s were fought, if their 
land were cultured, planted, and manured by men of induftry, judgment, and expe- 
rience ; what hope is there, or what need they doubt, having the advantages of the 
fea, but it might equalize any of thefe famous kingdoms in all commodities, plea- 
■fures, and conditions, feeing even the very hedges do naturally afford us fuch plenty, 
ais no fhip need return away empty, and only ufe but the fcafon of the fca-fifh will return 
an honefi; gain, befides all other advantages, her treafurcs having yet never been opened, 
nor her originals, wafted, confumed, nor abufed. 

And whereas it is faid the Hollanders ferve the Eaftcriings themfelves, and other 
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parts that want, with herring, ling, and wet cod ; the Eafterlings, a great part of Europe 
with fturgeon and caviare, as the*Black Sea doth Grecia, Podolia, Sogovia, Natolia, 
and «he Hellefpont. Cape Blank, Spain, Portugal, and the Levant with mullet and 
put'argo. Newfoundland, the nioft part of the. chief fouthern ports in Europe with 
a thin poor-john, which hath been fo long fo much overlaid with fifhers, as the filh- 
ing decayeth, fo that many oft times are conftrained to return with a fmall freight. 
Norway and Poland affords pitch and tar, malls and yards ; Sweden and Ruffia, iron 
and ropes ; F ranee and Spain, canvas, wine, fteel, iron, and oil ; Italy and Greece, 
filks and fruits. I dare boldly fay, becaufe I have feen naturally growing or breeding 
in thofe parts the fame materials that all thefe are made of, they may as well be had 
• hert”, or the moft part of them, within the diftance of feventy leagues for fome few 
ages, as from all thofe parts, ufing but the fame means to have them that they do ; 
but furely in Virginia their moft tender and daintieft fruits or commodities would be 
as perfect as theirs, by reafon of the heat, if not in New England, and with all thofe 
advantages. 

Firft, the ground is fo fertile, that queftionlefs it is capable of producing any grain, 
fruits, or feeds you will fow or plant, growing in the regions aforenamed ; but it may 
not be to that pvjrfoftion of delicacy, bccaufe the fummer is not fo hot, and the winter 
is more cold in thofe parts we have yet tried near the fea-fide, than we find in the fame 
hfiglit in Europe or Alta; yet I made a garden upon the top of a rocky ifle, in three- 
and-forty d(!grees and an half, four leagues from the main in May, that grew fo well, as it 
fervei^ us for fallads in June and July. All forts of cattle may here be bred and fed in 
the illcs or per.infulas fccurely for nothing. In the interim, till they increafe (if need 
be) obl'erving the Icafons, I durft undertake to have corn enough from the favages for 
three himdred men, for a few trifles; and if they fhould be untoward, as it is moftcertain 
they will, thirty or ibrty good men will be fufiicient to bring them all in fubjcclion, 
and make this provilion, if they underftand what to do ; two hundred whereof may 
eight or nine months in the year be employed in helping the filhernien, till the reft 
provide other necell’arios, fit to furnifh us with other commodities. 

In M.arch, April, May, and half June, here is cod in abundance; in May, June, 
July, and Auguft, mullet and fturgeon, whofc roes docs make caviary and puttargo, 
herring if any defire them ; I have taken many out of the bellies of cods, fome in nets ; 
but the favages compare the ftore in the fca with the hairs of their heads ; and furely 
there are an incredible abundance upon this coaft. In the end of Auguft, September, 
Oftober, and November, you may htive cod again to make corc-filh or poor-john : hake 
you may have when the cod fails in fummer, if you will filh in the night, which is 
better than cod. Now each hundred you take here is as good as two or three hun- 
dred in Newfoundland ; fo that half the labour in hooking, fplitting and towing is faved : 
and you may have your filh at what market you will, before they have any in New- 
foundland, where tlieir fifhing is chiefly but in June and July, where it is here 
in March, April, May, September, October, and November, as Is faid ; fo that 
by reafon of this plantation, the merchants may have their freight both out and home, 
which yield an advantage worth confidcration. Your core fifli you may in like manner 
tranfport as you fee caule, to ferve the ports in Portugal, as Lifbont Avera, Porta-Port, 
and divers others (or what market you pleafe), before your iflanders return : they 
being tied to the feafon in the open fea, and you having a double feafon, and filhing 
before your doors, may every night llecp quietly afhore with good cheer, and what fires 
yoa w'ill, or when you pleafe, wall your wives and family ; they only and their (hips 
m the main ocean, that muit carry atid contain all they ufe, befides their freight. The 
mullets here are in that abundance you may take them with nets fome^imes by hun- 
dreds. 
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dreds, where at Cape Blank they hook them ; yet thofe are but a foot and a half in 
length ; thefe two« three, or four, as oft I have meaf&red, which makes me fufpeft they 
are fome other kind of fifli, though they feem the fame, both in faihion and good- 
nefs. Much falmon fome have found up the rivcra as they have palTed, and here the air 
is fo temperate as ail thefe at any time may be preferved. Now, young boys and girls, 
favages, or any other, be they never fuch idlers, may turn, carry, or return a fifli, 
without either fliamc, or any great pain ; he is very idle, that is part twelve years of 
age, and cannot do fo much ; and Ihe is very old, that cannot fpin a thread to make 
engines to catch a fifli. 

For their tranfportation, the fliips that go there to fifli may tranfport the firft ; who 
for their paflagc will fpare the charge of double manning their fliips, which they niuft 
do in Newfoundland to get their freight ; but one-third part of that company are oiily 
proper to ferve a fl age, carry a barrow, and turn poor-john; notwitliilanJing, they 
mufl: have meat, drink, clothes, and paflage, fo well as the reit. Now all I dofire is 
but this, that thofe that voluntarily will fend 'fliipping, Ibould make here the beft 
choice they can, or accept fuch as ftiall be prefented them to ferve them at that rate : 
and their fliips returning, leave fuch with me, with the value of that they fliould receive 
coming home, in fuch provifions and neceflary tools, arms, bedding, apparel, fair, nets, 
hooks, lines, and fuch like, as they fpare of the remainings ; who till the next return 
may keep their boats, and do them many other profitable ofliccs. Provided, I have 
men of ability to teach them their fundions, and a company fit for foldiers to be ready 
Upon any occafion, bccaufe of the abufes that have been olicred the poor favages, and 
the liberty that both French and Englifli, or any that will, have to deal with them as 
they pleafe ; whofe diforders will be hard to reform, and the longer the worfe. 
Now fuch order with facility might be taken, with every port, town, or city, with free 
power to convert the benefit of their freights to what advantage they pleafe, and in- 
creafe their numbers as they fee occafion, who ever as they are able to fubfifl: of them, 
felves, may begin the new towns in New England, in memory of their old : 
which freedom being confined but to the neceffity of the general good, the 
event (with God*s help) might produce an honcll, a noble, and a profitable 
emulation. 

Jialt upon fait may alTuredly be made, if not at the firft; in ponds, yet till they be pro- 
vided this may be ufed : then the fliips may tranfport kinc, horfe, goats, coarfe cloth, 
and fuch commodities as we want ; by w'hofe arrival may bte made that provifion of fifli 
to freight the fliips that they flay not ; and then if the failovs go for wages, it matters 
not, it is hard if this return defray not the charge : but care piull be had they arrive 
in the fpring, or clfe that provifion be made for them againfi '^vintcr. Of certain red 
berries called keripties, which is worth ten fliillings the pound, ’.but of thefe have been 
fold for thirty or forty Ihillings the pound, may yearly be gatheifsed a good quantity. 
Of the muflerat may be well raifed gains worth their labour, tha^t will endeavour to 
make trial of their goodnefs. Of beavers, otters, and martins, bljack foxes, and furs 
of price, may yearly be had fix or feven thoufand, and if the trade of\the French were 
prevented, many more; twenty-five thoufand this year were broV|^ht from thofe 
northern parts into “France, of which trade we may have as good part as y he French, if 
we .take good courfes. Of mines of gold and filver, copper, and probabilUties of lead, 
cryfta! and allum, I could fay much, if relations were good aflurances ; it ih true in- 
deed, I made many trials according to the infl;ru£lions I had, which doth perfiuade me 
1 need not delpair but that there are metals in the country ; but I am no al chymift, 
nor will proniife more than 1 know : which is, who will undertake the refliijfying of 
m iron forge, U thofe that buy meat and drink, coals, ore, and all neceflai>*ics at a 
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Of woods, feeing there is fuch plenty of all fortSi if thofe that build Ihips and boats 
buy wood at fo great a price as it is in England, Spain, France, and Holland;,and al! 
•othei? proviiions for (he nouriniment of man’s life, live well by their trade ; when la<* . .. 
bour is all required to take thefc necedaries, without any other tax, what hazard will * 
be here but to do much better, and what commodity in Europe doth more decay than 
wood ? for the goodnefs of the ground, let us take it fertile or barren, or as it is, feeing 
it is certain it bears fruits to nourifli and feed man and bead as well as England, and 
the fea ibofe feveral forts of filhes I have related : thus feeing all good things for 
n.*’n’S fuftcnance may with this facility be had by a little extraordinary labour, till that 
traniported be increafed, and all neceffaries for Ihipping only for labour, to which may 
be added the affiftance of the favages, which may eaf/ly be had, if they be difcreetly 
handled hi their kinds, towards hlhing, planting, and deftroying woods, what gains 
might be raifed if this were followed (when there is but once men to fill your ftore- 
houles dwelling therci you may ferve all Europe better and far cheaper than can the 
ifland fifliers, or the Hollanders, Cape Blank, or Newfoundland, who mufi; be at much 
more charge than you) may eafily be conjedured by this example. 

Two thoufand will fit out a (hip of 200 tons, and one of 100 tons, if of the dry filh 
they both make freight, tfiat of 200, and go for Spain, fell it but at ten {hillings a quintal, 
but commonly it gives fifteen or twenty, efpecially when it cometh firft, which amounts ' 
to 3 or ^oool., but fay but ten, which is the loweft, allowing the reft for wade, it amounts 
at that rate to 2000I., which is the whole charge of your two fliips and the equipage, 
then the return of the money and tlie freight of the Ihq) for the vintage or any other 
voyage is clear gain, with your (hip of 100 tons of train oil and cor>fiih, befides 
the beavers and other commodities, and that you may have at home within fix months, 
i&God pleafe to fend but an ordinary paifage ; then faving half this charge by the not 
ftaying of your (hips, your viduals, overplus of men and wages, with her freight thither 
with nccefTarics for the planters, the fait being there made, as aifo may the nets and 
lines within a fhort time ; if nothing m’ay be expeded but this, it might in time ^ 
equalize your Hollanders’ gains, if not exceed them, having their freights always ready 
againlt the arrival of the fiiips, this would To increafe our (hipping and failors, and lb 
encourage and employ a great part of our idlers and others that want employment 
fitting their qualities at home, where they ihainc to do that they would do abroad, that 
could they but once tafie the fweet fruits of their own labour, doubtlels many thou> 
fauds would be advifed by good difcipluie to take more plealure in honell: induftry 
than in their humours of difiblute idlcnefs. 

But to return a little more to the. particulars of this country, which I intermingle thus 
W'ith my projefts and reafons, not being fo futEciently yet acquainted in thofe parts, to 
write fully the eftateof the fea, the air, the land, the fruits, their rocks, the people, the 
government, religion, territories, limitations, friends and foes; but as I gathered from 
t^eir niggardly relations in a broken language, during the time I ranged thofe countries, 
&c. the moil northern part I was af, was the bay of Pennobi'eot, which is eafl: and well, 
north and fouth, more than ten leagues : but fuch were my occafione, 1 was conftiwined 
tp^be fatisfied of them 1 found in the bay, that the river ran far up into the land, and 
w^^ well inhabited with many people, but they were from their hatntiM^ns, either 
^ing ampngft the ifles, or hunting the lal^es and woods for deer and beafrenrif: tire bay . 

, is fuU pf great illps pf one, two, fix or eight miles in length, which divide it into many 
fidr and excellent good harbours. On the eaft of it md/3^arreAdn»,. their mortajl . 

iVwu. xiii, . .. ^ ! F » ’ .... enemies. 
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rae^ieS} tvhd^ 'lj 9 ^£t the French, as they r^rt, that ^ with thofii t^ple aos one 
nation 'or family ;; and northweft of Pennobfcot il Mecaddacut, at the foot'of a high 
mountain, a kind of fortrefs againil the Tarrentihes, adjoining to the high mountains of 
Penn’ohfcotV agmnft whofc feet doth beat the fea ; but over all the land, illes, or other 
impediments, you may well fee them fourteen or eighteen leagues from their fituation. 
Segocket is the next, then Nufkoucus, Pemmaquid, and Sagadahock : up this river, 
where was the weftem plantation, are Aumoughcawgen, Kinnebeke, and divers othere,* 
where are planted fame com fields. Along this river, thirty or forty miles, I faw no- 
thing but great high clifts of barren rocks overgrown with wood, but where the favages 
dwell there the ground is excellent fait, and fertile. Weftward of this river is the 
country of Aucocilco,in the bottom of a large deep bay, full of many great ifles Vvli'':ll 
' divides it into many good harbours. Sawocotuck is the next, in the edge of a ‘large 
fandy bay, which hath many rocks and ifles, but few good harbours, but for barks I yet 
know ; but all this coaft to Pennobfcot, and as far as I could fee eaftward of it, is 
nothing but fuch high craggy clifty rocks and ftony ifles, that I wonder fuch great trees 
could grow upon fo hard foundations. It is a country rather to afllright than delight 
one, and how' to deferibe a more plain fpectacle of dcfolation, or more barnai, I know 
notj yet are thofe rocky ifles fo furniihed with good woods, fprings, fruits, fifli and fowl, 
and the fea the ftrangcll fi(h-pond I ever faw, that it makes me think, though the co.ilt 
be rocky and thus afPinghtable, the vallies and plains and interior parts may well not* 
withflanding be very fertile. But there is no country fo fertile hath not foine part 
barren, and New-England is great enough to make many kingdoms and countrjes, were 
it all inhabited. As you pafs the coaft lull weftward, Accominticus and Pafliitaquack are 
two convenient harbours for fmali barks ; and a good country within ilieir craggy clifts. 
Augoan is the next; this place might content a right curious judgment, but there are 
many lands at the entrance of the harbour, and the worft is, it is embayed too far from 
the deep fea ; here are many riling hills, and on their ‘tops and defeents arc many corn 
fields and delightful groves : on the eaft is an ifle of two or three leagues in length, the 
one-half plain niarlh ground, fit for pafture or fait ponds, with many fair high groves 
of mulbcrryitrees and gardens ; there is alfo oaks, pines, walnuts, and other wood to 
make this place an excellent habitation,, being a good and fafe harbour. 

^ Naiemkeck, though it be more rocky ground, for Augoan is fandy, not much infe- 
rior neither for the harbour, nor any thing I could perceive but the multitude of people: 
from hence doth ftrctch into the fea the fair head-land Tragabigzanda, now called Cape 
Anne, fronted with the three ifles we called the 'khree Turks Heads ; to the north of this 
doth enter a great bay, where wc found fome habitations and com fields, they report a 
lair river,and at Itaft thirty habitations dothpofl’el’s this country. But becaufe the French 
had got their trade, 1 hud no leifurc to difeover it : the ifles of Mattahunts arc on the 
weft fide of this bay, where are many ifles and fome rocks that appear a great height 
above the water like the pyramids in ^gypt, and amongft them many good harbours, 
and then the country ot the MalTachufets^ which is the paradife of all thofe parts, for 
here are many ifles planted with corn, groves, mulberries, falvage gardens and gqgd 
harbours ; the coaft is for the rauft part high clay Tandy clifts, the lea coaft as you pafs 
ihews you all along large corn fields, and great troops of well-proportioned people : 
but the French having remained here near fix weeks, left nothing for us to take occafion 
td examine the inhabitants relations, viz. if there be three thoufand people upon thofe 
i^, ioA that the riv,er doth pierce many days journey the entrails of that country : we 
the people in thofe parts very kind, but in their fury no lefs valiant, for upon a 
we fought with forty or fifty of them, fill they had fpent all tl^ arrows, and 
. 7 then 
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tben, w« ^ their OQd^, which tow^ds-the evraiog 

jbeay^'i)dh^i ;an^ at QupitahafitiBllihg out there but with one of theiti. faeAinitbi:|h^ 
pthi^' croiired the harbour in a canoe to certain rocks whereby we mud pafs^ ai^ ' 
let ;6y their arrows for our (hot, till we were out of danger, yet one of them was ^;^ 
andanother (hot through his thigh. 

Then come you to Accomacke, an excellent good harbour, good land, and no, 
pwant of any thing but induftrious people : after much kindntfs, we fought alfo with 
them, though fome were hurt, fome flain, yet within an hour after they became 
inends. Cape Cod is the next prefents itfolf, which is only a headland of high hills, 

• overgrown with fhrubby pines, hurts and iuch trafli, but an excellent harbour for all 
•■’'ealliers. This cape is mads by the main fea on the one fide, and a great bay on 
the ».'hcr in form of a ficlile ; on it doth inhabit the people of Pawmer, and in the 
bottom of* the bay them of Chawum ; towards the fouth and fouth-weft of this Cape 
is found a long and dangerous (hoal of rocks and land, but fo far as I incircled it, I 
found thirty fathoms water and a ilrong current, which makes me think there is a 
channel about this ihqal, where is the beft and greateft fifh to be had w'inter and 
fummer in ail the country; but the favages fay there is no channel, but that the (hoals 
begin I'rom the main at Pawmet to the ifle of Nawfet, and fo extends beyond their 
knowledge into the fea. I'he next to this is Capawuckc, and thofe abounding coun- 
tries of coisper, com, people, and minerals, which I went to difeover tljis laft year, 
but becaufe I raifearried by the way 1 will leave them till God pleafe I have better 
acquaintance with them. 

'I’lie Rialfathufets, they report, fometiraes have \t-ars with the Bafliabes of Pennob- 
fcot, and arc not always friends with them of Chawum and their alliance; but now 
they arc ail friends, and have each trade with other fo far as they have fociety on each' 
other’s frontiers, ftn* they make no fuch voyages as from Pennobfeot to Cape Cod, 
feldotn to IMaflTachufct. In the north, as I have faid, they have begun to plant corn, 
whereof the fouth part hath fuch plenty as they have what they will from them of 
the north ; and in the winter, much more plenty of fiih and fowl; but both winter and 
fummer bath it in one part or other all the year, being the mean and moft indifferent 
tcirtper Iietwixt heat and cold, of all the regions betwixt the line and the pole ; but 
the furs northward are much better, and in much more plenty than fouthward. 

The remarkableff ides and inountams for land-ntarks arc ihefe : the higheff: ifle is 
Sorico in the bay of Pennobfeot, but the three ifles, end the ifles of Matinack are 
much further in the fea : Metyuacus is alfo three plain ifles, but many great rocks : 
Monahigan is a round high ifle, and clofe by it Monanis, betwixt which is a fmall 
harbour where we rid ; in Dameril's Ifles is liich another, Sagadahocke is known by 
Satquin, and four or five ifles in their mouth. Smith’s Ifles are a heap together, none 
'Hear them againff Accomintycus : the 'J’hree Turks Heads are three ifles, feen far tp 
feaward in regard of the headland. The chief headlands are only Cape Tragabigzanda 
and Cape Cod, now called Cape James and Cape Anne. 

The chief mountains, them of Pennobfeot, the twinkling mountain of Acocifeo, the 
gmt mountain of -Saflanow, and the high mountain of Mairacbufet ; each of which; 
you (hall find in the map, their places, iform, and altitudes. The, waters are mo^ 
pure, jjroceeding from the entrails of rocky mountains ; the herbs and fruits are of 
many forts and kinds, as alkermcs, currants, mulberries, vines, refpifes, ffo.^eberrie^ 
plumbs, walnuts, chefnuts, fmall nuts, pumpeons, gourds, {lrawb$irnes,-;Tie|u8, peas, 
and maize ; a kind or two of flax, wherewith they make nets, lines, and both 
gi%{tjt|;yery ipiroito fisr theh qpwUiito. 

z ' Oak' 
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0^ is which there is great dlfferfmc^ jja^rfig^ t^^e 

it g^weth, ]&l;^e» walnut, chefnut, birch, a(h, elm, ceqaf^nililb^iy^plu^ 

tree, hazel, faffefiras, and many other forts. « 

Eagles, grip^ ^divers forts, of hawks, cranes, geefc, brants, cormorants, ducks^ 
cranes, fwans, flieldrakes, teal, mews, gulls, turkies, dive*doppers, and many other 
forts whqjfe names I know not. 

Whales, gronipus, porkpifces, turbet, fturgeon, cod, hake, haddock, cole, culk or* 
fmallling, {liark, mackarel, herring, mullet, bafe, pinnacks, cunners, perch, eels, crabs, 
lobfters, mufcles, wilks, oyllers, clamps, periwinkles, and divers others, &c. 

Moos, a bead bigger than a flag, deer red and fallow, beavers, wolves, fpxes both 
black and other, aroughcunds, wild cats, bears, utters, martins, fitches, inufquufTnf; 
and divers other forts of vermin whofe names I know not : all thefe and divers other 
good things do here for want of ufe dill incrcafe and decreafs with little diminution, 
whereby they grow to that abundance, you ihall fcarcc find any bay, lliallow, fliore or 
cove of fand, where you may not take many clamps or lobders, or both, at your plea- 
fure, and in many places load your boat if you pleafe j nor iflps where you find not 
fruits, birds, crabs, and mufcles, or all of them ; for taking at a low. water cod, culk, 
hollibut, fcate, turbet, mackarel, orfuch like, "are taken plentifully in divers fandy 
bays, ftore of mullet, bales, and divers other forts of fuch excellent filli as many as 
their net can hold : no river where there is not plenty of' durgeon, or falmon, or 
both, all which are to be had in abundance obferving but their feafons but if a man 
will go at Chridmas to gather cherries in Kent, though there be plenty in fummer, 
he may be deceived ; fo here thefe plenties have each their feafons, as * 1 have 
expreffed •, we for the mod part had little but bread and vinegar, and though the 
mod part of July when the fifhing decayed, they wrought all day, lay abroad in the 
ides all night, and lived on what they found, yet were not Tick : but 1 would wifli 
none long put himfelf to fuch plunges, except necqffity condrain it : yet worthy is 
that perfon to darve that here cannot live if he have fenfe, drength, and health, for 
there is no fuch penury of thefe blcfllngs in any place but that one hundred men 
may in two or three hours make their provifions tor a day; and he that hath experience 
to manage thefe affairs with forty or thirty honed indudrious men, might well under- 
take (if they dwell in thefe parts) to fubjeft the favages, and feed daily two or three 
hundred men with as good com, filh and fieflv as the earth hath of thofe kinds, and 
yet make that labour “but their pleafure, provided that they have engines that be 
proper for their purpofes. Who can defire more content that hath fraall means, or 
but only his merit to advance his fortune, than to tread and plant that ground he 
hath'purchafcd by the hazard of his life; if he have but thf tadc of virtue and mag- 
nanimity, what to fuch a mind can be more pleafant than planting and building a 
foundation for his poderity, got from the rude earth by God’s blefiing and his own 
indudry without prejudice to any, if he have any grwn of faith or zeal in religion, 
what can he do iefs hurtful to any, or more agreeable to God, than to feek to convert 
thofe poor favages to know Chrid and humanity, whofe labours with diferetion 
triple require thy charge and pain; what fo truly fuits with honour and hopedy, m 
the difeovering ^ings unknown, ere£ling towns, peopling countries, informing the 
ignorailt, reforming things unjud, teaching virtue and zain to our native mother coun- 
try ; a kingdom to attend her, find emplo 3 ^ent for thofe that are idle, becaufe they 
know not what to do : fo far from wronging any, as to caufe poderity to remember 
thee, and remembering thee, ever honour that remembrance with praife.? Cbnfiddr 
vluttirere the beginnings and endings of rito mooarchies of the Chaldeans, the Syrian^ 
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but thu bu0 rule;; trbat rras it they would the 

* good (» th^y cdhto or th^ mother city ? For example, Rome, whit iiij|dp 

her fuch a monarchefs, but only the adventures of her youth, notin riots at 
but in dangers abroad, and the juftice and judgment out of their experience 
they grew aged; what was their ruin and hurt but this, the excefs of idlenefs, tl^ 

^ fondnefs of parents, the want of experience in magiftrates, the admiratiotr of th^ 
undeferved honours, the contempt of true merit, their unjuft jealoufies, their politic 
incredulities, their hypocritical feeming goodnefs and their deeds of fecret lewdnefs ; 
finally in fine, growing only formal tempprifts, all that their predeceflbrs got in many 
years they loft in a few days : thofc by their pains and virtues became lords of the 
Wuri5, they by their eaf'e and vices became flaves to their fervants. This is the difference 
betvn'xt the ufe of arms in the field and on the monuments of ftones, the golden age 
and the leaden age, profperity and milbry, juftice and corruption, fubitance and 
lhadows, words and deeds, experience and imagination, making commonwealths, and 
marring commonwealths, the fruits of virtue, and the conclufions of vice. 

Then who would live at home idly, or think in himifelf any worth to live, only to 
eat, drink, and lleep, and fo die ; or by confuming that carelefsiy, his friends got 
worthily, or by ufing that miferably that maintained virtue honeftly, or for being 
defeended nobly, and ping with the vain vaunt of great kindred in penury, or to main' 
tain a filly fhew of bravery, toil out thy heart, foul and time bafely, by ihifts, tricks, 
cards and dice, or by relating news of other men's aflions, (hark here and there for a 
dinner er fupper, deceive thy friends by fair promifes and difiimulation, in borrowing 
where thou never meaneft to pay, offend the laws, funfeit with excefs, burthen thy 
countiy, abufe thyfelf, defpair in want, and then coufin thy kindred, yea, even thy 
own brother, and wifti thy parents* death (I will not fay damnation), to have their 
eftates, though thou feeft what honours and rewards the world yet hath for them,, 
that will feek them and worthily deferve them. 

I would be forry to offend, or that any fhould miftake my honeft meaning, for I 
xv'ifli good to all, hurt to none : but rich men for the moft part are grown to .that 
dotage through their pride in their wealth, as though there were no accident could 
end it or their life. 

And what hellilh care do fuch take to make it their own mifery and their countries* 
fpoil, cfpecially when there is moft neifi of their employment, drawing by all manner 
. of inventions from the prince and his honeft fubjects, even the vital fpirits of their 
power and eftate, as if their bags or brags were fo powerful a defence, the malicious 
could not affault them, when they are the only bait to caufe us not only to be 
affaultcd, but betrayed ana murdered In our own fccurity ere we will perceive it. 

May not the mif'erable ruin of Conftantinople, their impregnable walls, riches and 
pleafures laft taken by the Turk, which were then but a bit in comparifon of their 
mightinefs now, remember us of the effects of private covetoufnefs, at which time the 
good Emperor held himfelf rich enough, to have fuch rich fubjeds, fo formal in all 
cfccefs of vanity, all kind of delicacy and prodigality : his poverty when the Turk, 
befieged the citizens (whofe merchandizing thoughts were only to get wealth) Ijttie 
conceiving the defperate refolution of a valiant expert enemy, left the Emperor fo 
long to his conclufions, having fpent all ^ he' had to pay his young raw difeontented 
foldiers, that fuddenly he, they, and their city were all a prey to the dcv^lring Turks, 
^d what they would not fpare for the maintenance of them who adyi^tured their 
!^^^ves tQ defebd them, did ferve only their envies to torment them j and 

^country, add all Ghrifteadbm to tlus pn^ent day. this lam^table example 

remember 





li) Eot grudjge tb lend fotae propo^ to breed*'theai ftiSt haVe fettle, yleit'^irdffl^l^ 

late when th( 

The Romans feftate hath been worfe than this, for the mere covetoufneft and 


extortion of 'a few of them fo moved the reft, that not havmg any employment but 
eontemp'^on, their great judgments grew to fo great malice,’ as themfelves werife fuf- ^ 
ficieni; to deftroy themfelves by fadlion ; let this move you to embr&ce employment, ' 
for thdfe whofe educations, fpirits, and judgments, want but your purfes, not only to 
prefent’ fuch accuftomed ddngers, but alfo to gain more thereby than you have ; and 
you fathers that are either fo fopliflily fond* or fo miferably covetous, or fo wilfully 
Ignorant, or fo negligently carelefs, as that you will rather maintain your childifep^M 
idle wantonnefs till they grow your mafters, or become fo bafely unkind that they*u’ifh 
nothing but your deaths, fo that both forts grow dilTolute, and although you would 
wifli them any where to cfcape the gallows and eafe your cares, though they fpend 
you here one, two, or three hundred pounds a year, you would grudge to give half 
fo much in advttiture with them to obtain an eftatc, which in a fmall time, but with 


a little alliftance of your providence, might be better than your own ; but if an angel 
fhould tell you any place yet unknown can afford fuch fortunes, you would not 
believe if, no more than Columbus was believed there was any fuch land as is now 
the well known abounding /America, much lefs fuch large regions as are yet unknown, 
as well in America as in Africa, and Afia, and Terra Inrogniia. 

I have not been fo ill bicvl but I have tailed of plenty and pleafure, as well ^s want 
and mifery ; nor doth ncceflity yet, or occafion of difeontent, force me to thefe endea- 
vours, nor am 1 ignorant W'hat fmall thanks I fhall have for my pains, or that many 
would have the world imagine them to be of great judgment, tnat can but blemim 
ihefe my defigns, by their witty obje^lions and detraclion, yet I hope my reafons with 
my deeds will fo prevail with fome, that I (hall not Want employment in thefe affairs, 
to make the rooft blind fee his own fenfeleffnefs and incredulity, hoping that gain will 
make them aife^l that which religion, charity, and the common good cannot. It were 
but a poor device in me to deceive myfclf, mu^ more the King and ftatc, my friends 
and country with thefe inducetnents, which feeing His Majefty hath given permiflion, 
l^l^ilh all forts of worthy, honeft, induftrious fpirits would underftand, and if they 
defire any further fatisfaftion, I will do my bftl to give it, not to perfuade them to 
go only, but go with them ; not leave them there, but live with them there : I will 
pot fay but by ill providing and undue managing, fuch courfes may be taken may 
make us raiferable enough : but if I may have the execution of what I have projefted, 
if they want to eat, let them eat or never digeft me ; if I pdfeiirm what I fay, 1 defire 
but tbat reward out of the gains may fuit m^ pains, quality, and condition, and if I 
abule you with my tongue, take my head for fatisfad:ion. If any diflike at the year’s 
eriS, defraying their charge, by my confent they Ihould freely return; I fear not 
want of .company fuffeient, were it but known what 1 know of thefe countries, and 
by the proof of that wealth I hope yearly to return, if God pleafe to blefs me from 
fuch accidents as are beyond my power in reafon to prevent ; for 1 am not fo ilmple 
lo thinteithat ever iny other motive than wealth will ever ereft there a commonwealth, 
^or draw company from their eafe and humours at home, to ftay in New England to 
^e£t my purpofes. 

; fiiould Aink the tbil might be infupportable, though thefe things may 

w and diligence, I adure pwfelf there are who delight extremely in 

that take mush mbre paiiis to enjoy i^>than I fliould’do 

■here 


' 1^':.^; .1,., tbi^^.ihcsjT; ,^ot 

, ^iedpkt^’ bif; pi^ttirc^feete.ls: gs^f . ^ 
and litM^ us that, freely ivbich ih^ England we want, or it cofteth 11$ 

‘What pleafure can be more than being tired with any occailon alhore, in pla^ptj^ 
innes, ihruits, or herbs, in contriving their own grout^ds to the pleafure of their bv?n 
minds, th«ir fields, gardens, orchards, buildings, fliips, wd other works, &c. ty rccreS^' 
"themfelves before their own doors, in their own boats, upon the Tea, where man, vrom 
man, and child, with a fmall hook and line, by angling, may take divers forts of excellent* 
fifh at their pleafure ; and is it not pretty fport to puli up twopence, fixpence, and twelve- 
pence, as fad as you can hale and veer a line ? He is a very bad niher who cannot 
kill in one day, with his hook and line, one, two, or thi'ee hundred cod, which, drefled 
ahtt dried, if they be fold there for ten Ihillings a hundred, though in England they 
will give more than twenty, may not both fervant, mailer, and merchant be well con- 
tent with this gain ? If a man work but three days in feven, he may get more than he 
can fpend, unlefs he will be exceedingly excefllve. Now that carpenter, mafon, gar- 
dener, tailor, fmith, failor, forger, or' what other, may they not make this a pretty 
recreation, though they fifh but an hour in a day, to take more than they can eat in a 
week, or if they will not eat it, becaufe there is lb much better choice, yet fell it or 
change it with the fifhermen or merchants for any thing you want j and what fport 
doth yield a more plcafing content, and lefs hurt and charge than angling with a hook, 
and crolTing the fwcet air from^fle to ifle, over the filent dreams of a calm fea, wherein 
the mod curious may find profit, pleafure, and content. 

Thus'though all men be not filhers, yet all men whatfoever may in other matters do 
as well, for necefilty doth in thefe cafes fo rule a commonwealth, and each in thdr 
feveral functions, as their labours in their qualities may be as profitable becaufe there is 
a neceflary mutual ufe of all. 

For gentlemen, what cxercife ihould more delight them than ranging daily thefe un- 
known parts, ufing fowling and fiihing for hunting and haw'king, and yet you (hall fee 
. the wild hawks give you fume pleafure in feeing them flop fix or feven times after one 
another an hour or two together, at the fkults of fifh in the fair harbours, as thofe a- 
Ihore at a fowl, and never trouble nor torment yourfelves with watchmg, mewing, 
feeding, and attending them, nor kill horfe and man with running and crying. See you 
not a hawk ; for hunting alfo, the woods, lakes and rivers afford not only chace 
fufficient for any that delight in that kind of toil or pleafure, but fuch beads to hunt, 
that befidcs the delicacy of their bodies for food, their fkins are fo rich, as they will 
recompence the daily labour with a captain’s pay. 

For labourers, if thofe that fow hemp, rape, turnips, parfnips, carrots, cabbage, and 
fuch like, give twenty, thirty, forty, fifty fhillings yearly for an acre of land, and meat, 
drink, and wages to ufe it, and yet grow rich : when better, or at lead as good grotmd 
may be had and cod nothing but labour ; it feems drange to me any fuch fhouId*groiv 
poor. 

purpofe is not to perfuade children from their parents, men from thar wives, 
nor feryants from their muders; only fuch as with free confent may be*fpared : bnt 
that each parifh, or village, in city or country, that will but apparel their f|^herlel8 
children of thirteen or fourteen years of age, or young married people thait have fmall' 
wealth to live bn here, by their labour may live exceeding well. Provided ^ways, that 
fird there be a fufficient power to command them, Hbufes to receive UMans to 
defend the^, and meet provifioos fbi* them, ibr ,any place may be over^kda add it is 
rood neceflaiy .tQ hkye a foxtrefs (ere thb' grow kp pra^i^t), inji fuffic^t maftera of 
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bU take tea or tnielvB (sf tlui^ Ibr apji^ti^ V ^ 

inaft^C^ tl^ ii% ntay leara ibi^ tradiis thdffifelves td ido * 

t)ie like, to a general and an incredible benefit for king and couiury, nudter 
■•irvant. ,■ _ ^ ' 

It would be a hifiory of a large volume to recite the adventures of the Spaniards and 
riPortugucfe, their afiVonts and defeats, their dangers and miferies, which with fuch 
^incomparable honour and conftant refolution,fo far beyond belief, they have attempted 
^nnd (uidured in their difcoveries and plantations, as may well condemn us of too much 
limbecility, fioth, and negligence : yet the authors of thele new inventions were held as 
, ridiculous for a long time, as now are others that do but feek to imitate their un- 
paralleled virtues ; and though we fee daily their mountjuns of wealth (fprung frokj.^ 
plants of their generous endeavours) yet is our fenfuality and untowardnefs fuefi and 
fo great, that we either ignorantly believe nothing or fo curioufly conteft to prevent 
wc know not what future events, that we either fo negled, or opprefs and difeourage 
the prefect, as we fpoil all in the making, crop all in the blooming ; and building upon 
fair fand rather than upon rough rocks, judge that we know not, govern that we have 
not, fear that which is not ; and for fear fome fiiouid do too well, force fuch againfl: 
their wills to be idle, or as ill. And who is he hath judgment, courage, and any in- 
dujjyy or quality with underftanding, will leave his country, his hopes at home, 
his certain eftate, his friends, plcafures, liberty, and the preferment fweet Eng- 
land doth afford to all degrees, were it not to advance his fortunes by enjoying bis 
deferts, whofe profpei'ity once appearing, w'ill encourage others : but it mull be cherifhed 
as a child, till it be able to go and underftand itfelf, and not correffed nor oppreffed 
j above its llreugth, ere it know wherefore. A child can neither perform the office nor 
4ced6 of a man of ftrength, nor endure that afflidion he is able ; nor can an apprentice 
( at the firil perform the part of a niafler, and if twenty years be required to make a child 
a man, feven years limited an apprentice for his trader iffcarce an age be fufficient to 
make a wife man a flatefman, and commonly a man dies ere he hath learned to be 
difercet ; if perfection bo fo hard to be obtained, as of neceffity there muff be pradice 
as well as theorick : let no man then condemn this paradox opinion, to fay that half 
feven years is fcarce fufficient for a good capacity to learn in thefe affairs how to carry 
hithfelf. And whoever /hall try in thefe remote places the ereding of a colony, ihall 
at the end of feven years occafion enough to ufc all his difcrctioh : and in the in- 
terim, all the content, rewards, gmns, and hopes will be neceffarily required to bf 
given to the beginning, till it be able to creep, to ftand, and go, and to encourage defert 
by all poffible means ; yet time enough to keep it from running, for there is no fear it 
will grow too fall, or ever to any thing, except liberty, profit, honour, and profperity 
there found, more bind the planters of thofe affairs in devotion to effed it, than bon- 
dage, violence, tyranny, ingratitude, and fuch double dealing as binds free men to 
become flaves, and honeit men turn knaves, which hath ever been the ruin of the 
moft popular commonweal dis, and it is very unlikely ever well to begin anew. 

Who feeth not what is the greateft good of the Spaniards, but thefp new conclufions 
in fearching thofe unknown parts of this unknown world j by which means hedives even 
into the very fecrets of ail his nrighbours, and the moft part of the world j and when 
thePonuguefeand Spaniards.had found the Eaftand Weft Indies, how many did 
■themfelves that did not accept of that honeft offer of noble Columbus, who upon <mr 
jOegled brought them to it, perfuading.ourfelvesthe worldbad no fuch places asthey had 
jbuiul : and yet ever fince we find, (from time to time) have found newlaiids, 

and trades, and jftjiU daUy do both in Afia, Africa, Incpgiuta, 

and 
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«Rd Aai«n6E»#>that thore is ndther foldier nor niechanic» from tholordt^ the b^gar, 
h»f thofe affords fhom iall^emjdoyment, and difchsurgcs thdr nadve^fi^'Qf fo 
«^ny thoufands of ait forts, that elfe by their ilotli, pride, and imperfeAionsi' wotiM 
long ere this have troubled their nrighbours, or have eaten the pride of Spaki 

itfelf. ' 

Now he knows little that knows not England may wdl fpare many more people 
Spain, and is as well able to fumilh them with all manner of neceffaries : and feeing 
for all they have, they ceafe not Hill to fearch for that they have not, and faiow not ; k 
is ftrange weihould be fo dull, as not maintain that which we have, and purfue that we 
know : furely, I am fure many would take it ill, to be abridged of the titles and honours 
f f their predeceffors ; when if but truly they would judge themfelves, look how inferior 
the^ are to their noble virtues, fo much they are unworthy of their honours and livings, 
which never were ordained for Ihows and ihadows, to maintain idlenefs and vice, but 
to make them more able to abound in honour, by heroical deeds of a£iion, judgment, 
piety, and virtue. What was it both in their purfe and perlbn they would not do for 
the good of their common-wealth, which might move them prefently to fet out thrir 
fpare children in tliefe generous defigns ; religion above all things ihould move us, 
efpecially the cleigy, if we are religious, to ihew our &ith by our works, in converting 
thofe poor favages to the knowledge of God, feeing what pains the Spaniards tdte to 
bring them to their adulfered faith. Honour might move the gentry, the valiant, and 
indultrious, and the hope and affurance of wealth, all, if we were that we would feem, 
and be^accounted ; or ^ we fo fair inferior to other nations, or our fpirits fo &r 
deje&ed from our ancient predeceffors, or our minds fo upon fpoil, piracy, and fuch 
villainy, as to ferve the Portugal, Spaniard, Dutch, French, or Turk, (as to the coft ci 
Europe too many do) rather than our God, our Idng, our country, and ourfelve* j 
excunng our idlenefs and our bafe complaints by want of employment, when here it 
fuch choice of all forts, and fbr*all degrees, in the planting and difeovering thdTe North 
parts of American. 


My /econd Voyage io New England. 


IN the year of our Lord 1615, I was employed by many my friends of London^ 
and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, a noble knight, and a great favourer of thofe adions, 
who perfuaded the Reverend Dean of Exeter, Do6;or Sutcliffe, and divers merchants 
of the Well, to entertain this plantation. Much labour 1 had taken to bring the Lon- 
doners and them to join together, becaufe the Londoners have moll money, and the 
Weftern men are mod proper for lifliing, and it is near as much trouble, but much 
more dancer, to fail from London to Plymouth, than from Plymouth to New Eng- 
land, fo that half the voyage would thus be faved, yet by no means I could prevw, 
fo defirous they were both to be lords of this fifhing. Now to make my words more 
apparent by my deeds, to begin a plantation for a more ample trial of thofe conclu- 
fions, I was to have llrid there but with fixteen men, whofe names were ; 


Thomas Dinh^, 
Edward Stallings, 
Daniel Cage, 
Francis Abbot, 
John Gofling, 
Willuui IngnuD, 
J^avidCoc^,* 
John Partridge, 
VOli* xiiu 


>.Gent. 

»Soldiere. 


Thomas Digby, 
Daniel Baker, 
Adam Smith, 
Thomas Watfon, 
Walter Chiffel, 
Robert Miller, 
And two Boyitf 


I Wore to learn 
I to be Sailors. 


o o 
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1 them as matiy thbufazidS} faad'ftU heea 

in lik^ pnjportk^i nor would I have had fo few, 1:Quld I have had meabs ^ more; 
yet would God have pleafed we had fafely arrived, I doubted not but to' tfave peN 
formed more than I promifed, and that many thoulands ere this would have been theK 
ere now. The main alliliance, next God, I had to this fmall number, was my ac- 
quaintance amongft the favages, efpecially with Dohoday, one of their greateft lords, 
who had lived long in England, and another called Tantum, I carried with me from 
England, and fet on fliore at Cape Cod ; by the means of this proud favage I did not 
doubt but quickly to have got that credit amongft the reft of the favages and their 
alliance, to have had as many of them as I delired in any deiign I intended, and that 
trade alfo they had by fuch a kitid of exchange of their country commodities, Whipt 
both with eafe and fecurity might then have been ufed with him and divers oth^ : 

I had concluded to inhabit and defend them againft the 'i'arentines, with a better 
power than the French did them, whofe tyranny did enforce them to embrace niy 
offer with no fmall devotion ; and though many may think me more bold than wife, 
in regard of their power, dexterity, treachery, and inconftancy, •having fo defperately 
affaulted and betrayed many others ; I fay but this, (bccaufe with fo many, I have 
many times done much more in Virginia than i intended here, wlien I wanted that 
experience Virginia taught me), that to me it feems no more danger than ordinary ; 
and though I know myfelf the meaneft of many thoulands,’ whofe apprehenfive in- 
fpeflion can pierce beyond the bounds of my abilities, into the hidden things of nature, 
art, and reafon ; yet 1 entreat fuch, give me leave to excufe myfelf of fo miicl} imbe- 
cility, as to fay, that 'in thefe eighteen years which I have been converfant with thefe 
affairs, I have not learned there is a great difference betwixt the diredions and judg- 
ment of experimental knowledge, and the fuperficial conjedure of variable relation i 
Wherein rumour, humour, or mifprifion have fuch power, that ofttimes one is enough 
to beguile twenty, but twenty not fufficient to keep one* from being deceived. Ti'here- 
fore I know no reafon but to believe my own eyes before any man’s imagination, that is 
but wrefted from the conceits of my own projeds and endeavours, but I honor with 
all affedion, the counfel and inftrudions of judicial diredions, or any other honeft 
advertifenient, fo far to obferve, as they tie me, not to the cruelty of unknown events. 
T]|efe are the inducements that thus drew me to negled all other employments, and 
fpend my time and beft abilities in thefe adventures, wherein though 1 have had many 
difeouragements, by the ingratitude of fome, the malicious flanders of others, thefalfe*^ 
nefs of friends, the treachery of cowards, and flowncfs of adventurers. 

Now you are to remember, as I returned firft from New England at Plymouth, 1 
was promifed four good fhips ready prepared to my hand the next Chriftmas, and w^t 
conditions and content 1 would defire, to put this bufinefs in pradice, and arriying at 
London, four more were offered me with the like courtefy. But to join the Londoners 
and them in one, was moft irapoffible ; fo that in January,. with two hundred pounds in 
cafh for adventure, and fix gentlemen well furnifhed, I went from London to the four 
(hips were promifed me at Plymouth, but I found no fuch matter ; and the moft of 
thofe that had made fuch great promifes, by the bad return of the ihip went for gold, 
and their private ofnulations, were extind and qualified. Notwithftanding, at laft, with 
a labyrinth of trouble, though the greateft of the burden lay on me, and a few of my 
particular friends, 1 was furnifhed with a fhip of two hundred tons, and another of 
.iBfty ; but ere 1 had failed one hundred and twenty leagues, fhe broke all her mails, 
pumping ea. h watch five or fix thouHnd ftrokes ; only her fprit-fail remained to fpoon 
befbrd the wind, till wchad re-accomittodated a jury-maft to return for Plymouth, or 
founder in the feas. 


My 
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My.Yk»«^iral Mg this, pros^ed h^ ya|^e;;ojpw with 

the of thofe provifioas/I got oiit again ia a fmall bark of lix^^QXtls. with 

thirty men t for this of two hundred, and provifion for feventy, which were ths 
•i»sforeri2nied, and fourteen other tailors for the (hip ; with thofe I fet fail again.. ^ 
£7ttr>and4wentieth of June, where what befell me (becaui'e ray adions and writugs 
are fo public to the world) envy ftill feeking to fcandalize my endeavours, and fe4hg 
BO power but death can (top the chat of ill tongues, nor imaginations of men's 
minds, left my own relations of thofe hard events might by Ibme conllrudors be made 
doubtful, I have thought it belt to infert the examinations of thofe proceedings, 
taken by Sir Lewis Stukelcy, a worthy knight, and vice-admiral of Devonfliire, which 
yras as followeth : 

The Examination of Daniel Baker ^ late Steward fo Captain John Smithy in the return of 
Ply mouthy taken before Sir Lewis St ukelyy Knight y the %tb of Decembery 1615. 

THE effeft in bijef was this : being chaced by one Fry an Englifli pirate, Edward 
Chambers the maftcr, John Minter his mate, Thomas Digby the pilot, and divers 
others importuned him to yield ; much fwaggering we had with them, more than the 
pirates, who agreed upon fuch fair conditions as we delired, which if they broke, he 
vowed to fink rather tlRin be abufed. Strange they thought it, that a bark of three* 
fcore tons with four guns Ihould.^ Hand upon fuch terms, they being eighty expert f^* 
men, in an excellent (hip of one hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix call pieces and 
murd&rers. But when they knew our captain, fo many of them had been his foldiers, 
and they but lately run from Tunis, where they had Itolcn this Ihip, wanted victuals, 
and in combultion amongft themfelves, would have yielded all to his proteftion, or 
wafted us any whither; but thofe mutinies occafioned ustorejeci their offer, wUch 
afterwards we all repented ; /or at Fuiall we met two French pirates, the one of two 
hundred tons, the other thirty : no difgrace would caufe our mutineers fight, till the 
captain offered to blow up the Ihip rather than yield, till he had fpent all his powder : 
fo that together by the ears we went, and at laft got clear of them for all their (hot. 
At Flowers we were again chafed with four French men of w-ar, the admiral one hun- 
dred and forty tons, and ninety men well armed ; the reft good (hips, and as well 
provided : much parly we had, but vowing they were Rochelers, and bad a commillion 
from the King only to fecure true men, and take Portuguefe, Spaniards, and pirates, 
and as they requelted, our captain went to (hew his commiflion, which was under the 
broad feal, but neither it nor their vows they fo much refpefted, but they kept him, 
lifled our (hip, manned her with Frenchmen, and difperfed us amongff theii* fleet 
within five or fix days they were increafed to eight or nine fail. At laft they furren- 
dered us our (hip, and moft of our provifions, the defers they promifed the next day 
to fiipply, and did. Notwithftanding, there was no way but our mutineers would 
for England, though we .were as near New England, till the major part refolved with 
our captain to proceed. But the admiral fending his boat for our captain, they efpying 
a (ail, prefently gave chace, whereby our mutineers finding an opportunity in the 
night ran away, and thus left our captain in his cap, breeches, apd waiftcoat, alone 
among the Frenchmen : his clothes, arms, and what he had, our mutineers (hared 
among them, and with a falfe excufe, feigning for fear left he (hould turn man of 
war, they returned for Plymouth ; fifteen of us being landmen, npt'knowing what 
thw did. Daniel Cage, Edward Stalings, Walter Chifel, David Cooper, Robert 
Milleri and John Partridge, upon oath affirms this for truth before the yice*admirai. 

00 2 Now 
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Ifov tite is^ det^^ ixM!. !^n»vDBias tlMs €%atfiibeis ^ 

ana MidterigaVe^eoiy tlnat J[ would rev^ge myfelf tipon ti^ J^nfc, or id N(^fouad« 
iapdv cd‘ ail the French I could there aicounter» and how 1 would have fired the fhipi. 
had they not oveivperfuaded me ; and that if 1 had but !^;ain my armst I would rather, 
fiifit by^them, than they Ihould^have from me but the value of a bifcuit ; and many 
otfaer^^fttch like t^les to catch but opportunity in this manner to leave me, and thus they 
returned to Plymouth, and perforce with the Frenchmen I thus proceeded. Being a 
fleet of^ eight or nine fail,' we watched for the Weft India fleet, till ill weather feparated 
us fit>in me other eight : itill we fpent our time about the ifles of the Azores, where 
to keep my perplexed thoughts fram too much meditation of my miferable eftate, I 
writ this difeourfe, thinking to have fent it to you of His Majefty’s council byfdme 
fhip or other, for I faw their purpofe was to take all they could. At laft we were chaira 
by one Captain Barra, an Englilh pirate in a fmall Inip, with fome twelve pieces of 
ordnance, about thirty men, and near all ftarved. They fought by courtefy relief of 
us, who gave them fuch fair promifes, as at laft they betrayed Captain Wolliftonc, his 
Lieutenant, and four or five of his men aboard us, and then provided to take the reft 
perforce. Now my part was to be prifoner in the gun-room, and not to fpeak to any 
of theUi upon my life ; yet had Barra knowledge what I was. Then Barra perceiving 
well thofe French intents, made ready to fight, and Wolliftone as refolutely regarded 
not their threats, which caufed us demur upon the matter longer fome fixteen hours, 
and then returned them again Captain Wolb'ftonc and all their prifoners, and fome 
victuals alfo upon a fmall compofition i but whilft we were bartering thus with .them, 
a carvill before our faces got under the caftle of Gratiofa, from whence they beat us 
with their ordnance. 

The next we took was a fmall Englifliman of Poole from Newfoundland : the great 
cabin at this prefent was my prifon, from whence 1 could fee them pillage thefe 
poor men of all that they had, and half their filh : when he was gone, they fold liis 
poor clothes at the main>maft by an outcry, which fcarcc gave each man feven pence a 
piece. 

Not long after we took a Scot freighted from Saint Michael’s to Briftow, he had 
better fortune than the other f for having but taken a boat’s loading of fugar, mar- 
melade, fuckets, and fuch like, we deferied four fail, after whom we ftood, who furl- 
ing tlteir main-fails attended us to fight, but our French fpirits were content 
. only' to perceive they were Englifh red crofles. Within a very fmall time after we' 
chafed four Spanifli fhips that came from thelndicsT; we fought with them four or five 
hours, tore their fails and fides with many a fliot betwixt wind and weather, yet not 
daring to board them, loft them, for which all the failors ever after hated the captain as 
a profefled coward. 

A poor carvill of Brazil was the next we chafed ; and after a fmall fight, thirteen 
or fourteen of her men being wounded, which was the better half, we took her 
with three hundred and feventy chefts of fugar, one hundred hides, and thirty thou- 
fand rials of eight. 

The next was a fhip of Holland, which had loft her confortsht the Streights of Ma- 
gellan, going for the>^ South 6'ea : fhe was put roomy, fhe alfo thefe Frenchmen with fair 
promifes cunningly betrayed to come aboard than to fliew their commiffion, and fo 
made prize of all : the moft of the Dutchmen we took aboard the admiral, and man - 
ned har with Frenchmen, that within twp tliree nights after ran away with her for 
France^' the wounded Spaniards we ftAoa &ore on the ifle of Tercera, the reft we kept 
to canreL 

Within 
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fixtyti^ ‘^ri^c^ «»’fdught took her imth one¥ho«tnc|)!ifei^ ' 

bundf^'hidW^ ch'elb of ddctihieal, fohtteea offers- of wedges of . 

thoulfanid of i^ght, and Hx cdfiers of the King of Spain*| treafure, befides the good ' 
pillage and rich coffers of many rich paflengers. 

Two months they kept me in this manner to manage their fights' agaioft the Spa^ 
luards, and be a prifoner when they took any Englifh. Now, though the captain had oft 
broke his promife, which was to put me on fhore the ifles, or the next fhip he took ; 
yet at the laft he was contented I fhouldgo in the carvel of fugar for France, himfelf 
feeming^as rcfolved to keep the feas ; but the next morning we all fet fail for France, 
and tb't.t night we were feparated from the admiral and the rich prize by a ftorntu 
Within two days after we were hailed by two Weft India men j but when they faw us 
waive them for the King of France, they gave us their broadftdes, foot through our 
main maft, and fo left us. Having lived now this fummer amongft thofe French men 
of war, with much ado we arrived at theGulion, not far from Rochelle ; where, inftead 
of the great proraifes thdy always fed me with, of double fatisfa&ion and full content,, 
and ten thoufand crowns was generally concluded I foould have, they kept me five or 
fix days prifoner in the carv'el, accufing me to be he that burnt their colony in New 
I'Vance ; to force me to givc^them a difeharge before the judge of the admiralty, and 
ftand to their courtefies for fatisfafhon, or lie in prifon, or a worfe mifehief : indeed 
this was in the time of combuftion, that the Prince of Condd was with his army in the 
field, and^every poor lord, or men in authority, as little kings of themfelves : for 
this injury was done me by them that fet out this voyage, (not by the failors) for they 
were cheated of all as well as I, by a few officers aboard, and the owners «n foore. 

But to prevent this choice, in the end of fuch a ftorm that beat them all under 
hatches, I watched my opportunity to get afoore in their boat, whereunto, in the dsrk 
night, I fecrctly got, and with a Half-pike that lay by me put adrift for Rat lile ; but 
the current was fo ftrong, and the foa fo great, I went adrift to fea, till it pleafed God 
the wind fo turned with the tide, that although I w'as all this fearful night of gufts and 
rain in the fea, the fpace of twelve hours, when many foips were driven afttore, and 
divers fplit (and being with fculling and baling the water tired, I expe&ed each nunute 
would fink me) ; at laft I arrived in any oozy ifle by Charowne, where certsun fowlers- 
%wd me near drowned and half-dead with water, cold, and hunger. My boat I 
pMned to find means to get to Rochelle^ where I underftood our man of war and the 
rich prize, wherein was the capture called Monfieur Po^rune, and the thirty thoufand 
rials of eight we took in the carvel, was fplit, the captaui drowned and half his corn- 
pany the fame night, within fix or feven leagues of that place, from wh«ice I efcaped 
in the little boat, by the mercy of God, tar beyond all men's reafon or my expe^- , 
tion arriving at Rochelle. Upon ray complaint to the judge of the admiralty, I found 
many good words and fair promifes, and ere long many of them that efcaped drown- 
ing told me the news they heard pf my own death, Thefe I arrefting, their feveral 
es^inations did fo confirm my complaint, it was held proof fufficient. All which^ 
bring performed afccording to their order of juftice, from under the judge's hand, F 
prefent^ it to Sir Thomas Edmonds, then ambaffador at Bourdeaux, where it wu^ ray 
chance to fee the arrival of the King’s great maifriage brought from Spain. 

Here h was my good fortune to meet my old friend Mr. Crarapton, that no lefs 
griey^ at my lofe, than willingly to his power did fopply my wants ; and I inuft con- 
iris, I was more teholden to the Frenchmen that efca^d drowiung in foe mad of war. 
Madam Chanoyes at Rochelle, and foe lawyers of Bourdeaux, than all reft of 

my 
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ray couiktcytiQ^ I In Fiance. . Of the wreclc of the rich psisftf CotM thres ihw> 
fmd fix hnndfed crowns worth of goods camelaihb^t^; and the carire^ 

which ! did my heft to arrefi: the judge promifed I'lEbnld hare juftice ; what mil tiie 
the conclttj^n as yet I know not. But under the colour to take pirates and the Weft 
Indiamen (becaufe the Spaniards will not fuffer the French to trade in*the Weft Indies), 
goods from thence, though they take them upon the coaft of Spain, are lawful 
prize, or from any of his territories out of the limits of Europe ; and as they be- 
trayed me, though ! had the broad feal, fo did they rob and pillage twenty fiul of Eng* 
liftmen more, befides them I know not of the fame year. 

Leaving thus my bufmefs in France, I returned to Plymouth, to find them who had 
thus buried me amongft the French ; and not only buried me, but with fe much 
Infaroy.as fuch treacherous cowards could fuggeft to excufe thdr villaniesf^ The 
chieftains of this mutiny that I coiild find, I laid by the heels, the reft like themfelves 
confefled the truth, as you have heard. Now how I have or could prevent thefe acci- 
dents, having no more means, I reft at your cenfures ; but to proceed to the matter, 

? ret muft I figh and fay, how oft hath fortune in the world (think I) brought flavery, 
reedorn, and turned all diverfely. Newfoundland, 1 have heard at the firfl, was held 
as defperate a fifting as this I projefl for New England, Placentia, and the banks near 
alfo, as doubtful to the French ; but for all the difafters happened me, the bufinefs is 
the fame it was, and the five ftips went from London, whereof one was reported more 
than three hundred tons, found lift fo much, that neither Iccland-man nor Newfound- 
land-man I could hear of hath been there, will go any more to either place, if they 
may go thither. So that upon the good return of my vice-admiral, this year are gone 
four or fivt fail from Plymouth, and from London as many, only to make voyages of 
profit } whereas if all 'the Englift had been there till my return, put all their returns 
together, they would fcarce make one a fiivour of near a dozen I could nominate, ex- 
cept one font by Sir Francis Popham ; though there be fift fuificient, as I am perluaded, 
to freight yearly four of five hundred fail, or as many as will go. For this fifting 
ftretebeth along the fea-coaft from Cape James to Newfoundland, which is feven or 
eight hundred miles at the Icaft, and hath his courfe in the deeps, and by the ftore, 
all the year long, keeping thdr haunts and feedings as the beafts of the air. But all 
men are not fuch as they ftould be, that have undertaken thofe voyages. All the 
Romans were not Scipios, nor Carthagenians, Hannibals ; nor all the Genoefe, Cp- 
lumbufes, nor all the Spaniards, Courtefes : had they dived no deeper in the feo^ 
of their difeoveries than we, or ftopped at fufch doubts and poor accidental chances, 
they had never been remembered as they are, yet had they no fuch certainties to 
^in as we. 

But to conclude : Adam and Eve did firft begin this innocent work to plant the 
earth to remain to pofterity, but not without labour, trouble, and induftry. Noah and 
his fiimily began again the fecond plantation, and their feed, as it ftill increafed, hath 
[till planted new countries, and one country another, and fo the world to that eftate 
it is; but not without much hazard, travail, mortalities, difeontents, and many difaf- 
cers. Had thofe wonhy fathers, and their memorable ofi'spring, not been more mligent 
For us now in thefe ages, than we are to plant that yet is unplanted for the after-livers : 
bad the feed of Abr^am, our Sawour Chrift and his apoftles, expofed themfelves to 
no more dangers to teach the ^ofpel than we, even we ourfelves had at this prefent 
time been as favage and as miferable as the moft barbarous lavage yet uncivilized. 
Hebrews and Lacedemonians, the Goths, the Grecians, the Rpmans, and the 
what was it they would iaot undwialae to oilarge their territories, enrich their 
# 8 fubjew, 
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fficipes? .. Th^ of dipfe gr^ mc^ 

chiesi.;w4. tbetr'i^^ii|^ iio.;^y^d idle, golden pharife^, but indiedllip^iilli^ 
fteeli^ pu^can?* T^X ryg# 3 ed more prbviifions and nece&ries for 
dji;^ juV^elSy riches, eafe, or delight for themfelves ; riches were their fervants^v ii^ 
their mailers. They ruled (as fathers, not as tyrants) their people as children, not ns 
flaves ; there was no difaflier could difeourage them j and let none think they incurred 
not with all manner of incumbrances. And what hath ever been the work of the 
greated princes of the earth but planting of countries, and civilizing barbarous 
and inhuman nations to civility and humanity, wbofe eternal addons fill our hif- 
tories. 

' Laftly. the Portugueze and Spaniards, whofe ever-living adtions before our eyes will 
tedi^/ with them our idlenefs and ingtptitude to all poderities, and the negledl of our 
duties in our piety and religion. We owe our God, our King, and country, and want 
of charity to thole poor favages, whofe country we challenge, ufe, and podefs ; except 
we be but made to ufe, and mar what our forefathers made, or but only tell what 
tiicy.did, or edcctn ou^felves too good to take the like pains. Was it virtue in them 
to provide that maintain us, and bafenefs in us to do the like for others ? Surely, no. 
l.'heu feeing we are not burn for ourfelves, but each to help other, and our ablities 
are much alike at the hour of oujr birth, and the minute of our death : fedng our 
good deeds or our bad by^aith in Chrid’s merits, is all we have to carry our fouls 
to heaven or hell. Seeing honour is our life’s ambition, and our ambition after death 
to have an honourable memory of our life ; and feeing by no means we would be 
abated of the dignity and glories of our predcceiTors, let us imitate their virtues to be 
worthily their fuccelTors. To conclude with Lucretius, 

Its want of rtafon^ or its reafon** want 

Which doubts the mtitd and judgment^ fo doth daunt 

*1 hat thofc beginnings makes men not to grant. 

John Smith writ this with his own hand* 


Here foUowetb a brief Difemrfc of the Trials f New England^ with certedn Obferva- 
thus of the Hollanders' Ufe and Gain by fjlnng^ and the prefent State of that happy 
Plantation^ begun by fixty weak Men^ in the 'Tear of our Lord 1620; and hvw to build 
Fleet of good Ships to make a little Navy Royals by the former Author. 

HE faith that it is more than four-atid-forty years ago, and it is more than forty 
years ago fince he writ it,' that the herring buffes out of the Low Countries, under the 
K'ng of Spain, were five hundred, befidcs one hundred Frenchmen, and three or four 
hundred fail of Flemings. The coad of Wales and Lancalhire was ufed by three hun- 
dred fail of drangers. Ireland at Baltamore freighted yearly three hundred fail of 
Spaniards, where King Edward the Sixth intended to have made a drong cadle, becaufe 
of the draight to have tribute for fifliing. Black Rock was yearly fifhed by three or 
four hundred fail of Spaniards, Portuguofe, and Biikaners. 

The Hollanders raife yearly by herring, cod, and ling, thirty tboufand pounds : 
Engliih and French, by I'alt-fiih, poor-john, falmons, and pilchard;, three hundi^ 
thoufand pounds : Hamburgh and the Sound, for durgeon, lobders, and eels, one 
hundred thoufand pounds : Cape Blank, for tunny and mullet, by the ffifkaners wd 
Spaniards^ thirty thoufand pounds. 

Hiat the Duke of Medina receiveth yearly tribute of the fidiers, for tunny, mul- 
let^ and porgos, more than ten thouiimd pounds. Lub^ l^th. feven hupdred diips. 

Hamburgh. 



smith’s new cnoland. 


a^a 

Hamburgh fizhuudr^* Embden, lat%E 

hath madf them fo p<Mvqfi4..9S,t^ 

hind^ iiiot than YoVkOiire^ hath tnirty huihdj^^yi}^^ 

aiid t^euty tho^ud fail of fliips and hoys } three thbuiUnid fix hundi^ are filh^imifit 
srlKreof pue hundred are doggers, feven hundred pinks and welbboats, feve^^htigdl^ 
fiadd'boatS, britters, and tode>boats, with thirteoi hundred bufies, befides diree huu* 
dred that yearly fifii about Yarmouth, where the fell their filh for gold : and fifteen 
years ago they had more than an hundred and fixteen thoufand feafaring men. 

' Thele filhing>lhips do take yearly two hundred thoufiuid lads of filh, twelve barrels 
to a lall, which amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds by the fifiiermen^s price, 
that fourteen years ago did pay for thdr tenths three hundred thoufand poundsi which 
venting in Pumerland, Spruftia, Denmark, Lefeland, Rufiia, Swethland, Geiimany, 
Netherlands, England, or elfewhere, &c. makes their returns in a year about three* 
fcore and ten hundred thoufand pounds, which is feven millions ; and yet in Holland 
there b neither matter to build ihips, nor merchandize to fet them forth, yet by their 
indufiry they as much increafe as other nations decay } but leaving thefe uncertainties 
as they are, of this I am certun : 

That the coafi; of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the North Sea, with Ifland and the 
Sound, Newfoundland and Cape Blank, do ferve all Europe, as well the land towns as 
ports, and all the Chrifiian (hipping, with thefe forts of ftapic filh, which is tranfported 
from whence it is taken many thoufand miles, viz. herring, falufilh, poor-john, (turgeon, 
mullet, tunny, porgos, caviare, buttargo. 

Now feeing all thefe forts of filh, or the moll part of them, may be had la a land 
more fertile, temperate, and plentiful of all necelTarics, for the building of (hips, boats, 
and houfes, and the nourilhment of man, the fcafons are fo proper, and the nlhings fo 
near the habitations we may there make, that New England hath much advantage of 
the mod of thofe parts, to ferve all Europe far cheaper than they can, who at home 
have neither wood, fair, nor food, but at great rates ; at fea nothing but what they carry 
in their (hips an hundred or two hundred leagues from the habitation. But New 
England’s filhings is near land, where is help of wood, water, fruits, fowls, corn, or 
other refrelhings needful, and the Terceras, Madeiras, Canaries, Spain, Portugal, Pro- 
vaves. Savoy, Sicily, and all Italy, as convenient markets for our ,dry filh, green filh, 
lihrgeon, mullet, caviare, and buttargo, as Norway, Swethland, Lithuania, or German;^ 
for their herring, which is here alfo in abundance for taking ; . they returning 
wood, pitch, tar, foap-alhes, cordage, flax, wax^ and fuch like commodiues ; we wines, 
oils, fugars, filks, and fuch merchandizes as the Straits afibrd, whereby our profit 
may equalize theirs, befidcs the increafe of Ihippmg and mariners; and for proof 
hereof. 

In the year of our Lord 1614, you have read how I went from London ; alfo the 
next year 1615, how four good Ihips went to London, and 1 with two more from 
Plymouth, with all our accidents, fuccelfes, and returns: in the year 1616, ere 1 . re- 
turned from France, the Londoners, for all their lofs by the Turks, fent four (hips 
more ; four more alfo went from Plymouth ; after I returned from France, I was 
perfuaded agaii^ to go to Plymouth with divers of my friends, with one hundred 
pounds for our adventures, befides our charges, but we found all things as untoward 
as before, and all their great promifes nothing hut air : yet to {prepare the voyage againfl: 
the next year, having acquainted a neat part of the ne^ty with it, and alhamed to fee 
^ , Ponce. Higimefs, till I hw done fpmewhat wort^ his princely view, L'jj[ient 

iominer vtfidng the a^d jplJ^ihbl, Exeter, &nE^plc, Bpdnun^ 

■■■ 5 'Perini 
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Wiini IppM^ 

l^biaf^ Gbihni^lf' EiM'' :^pSy. i 
ilKiftti^^'tlUtf'inbft tto'r in:^g««^aiui fome in leii^; 

g6dd foccds ; by which lAidtatib^ fcemed fo well conteoted, as i , 
imfed tv^ty (ail of (hips (hould go with me next year, and in regard 
^haigOy and former lolTes, the Weftem commiflioners, in behalf of ftemfelves tbo 
reft of the company, and them hereafter that (hall be joined to thesn^ coittraded wi& 
me by articles indented under our hands, to be admiral of that country during my ' 
life, and in the reneaiing of their letters patent fo to be nominated. Half the fruits of 
our endeavours to be theirs, the reft our own $ bdng thus engaged, now the bulinefs 
is made plain and likely to profper, fome of them would not only forget me and their 
promifes, but alfo obfeure me, as if I had never been acquainted in the buiinefs, but 
I am not the (irft they have deedved. * 

There were four good (hips prepared at Plymouth, but by reafon of their difagree* 
ment, the feafon fo wafted, as only two went forward, the one bdng of two hundred 
tons, returned well freighted to Plymouth, and her men in health, wUbinfive months : 
the other of fourfeore tons went for Bilbow with dry fifli, and made a good return. In 
this vo^ge Edward Roweroft alias Stallings, a valiant foldier, that him bew with me 
in Virginia, and was with me alfo when I was betrayed by the French, was fent again 
in thofe (hips, and having^fome wrong offered him there by a Frenchman, he took 
him, and as he writ to me, went with him to Virginia with (i(h, to trade with them (or 
fuch commodities as they might fpare : he had not paft ten or twelve men, and knew 
both thdie countries well ; yet he promifed me the next fpring to meet me in New 
Engltmd, but the (hip and he both perifhed in Virginia. 

This year agsun divers (hips intending to go from Plymouth, fo difagreed, there 
went but one of two hundred tons, ^ho (laid in the country about fix weeks, which 
with eight-and'thirty men and boys had her freight, which (he fold at the firll penny 
for two thoufand one hundred, befides the furs, fo that every poor failor that 
had but a fingle (hare bad his charges and fixteen pounds ten {hillings for his feven 
months* work. Mr. Thomas Dirmire, an underftanding and induftrious gentleman, 
that was alfo with me amongft the Frenchmen, having lived about a year in Newfound* 
land, returning to Plymouth, went for New England in this (hip, fo much approved 
this country, that he (laid there with five or fix men in a little boat j finding two 


||r three Frenchmen amongft the (avages who had loft their (hip, augmented his com* 
pany, with whom he ranged the coaft’to Virgiiua, where having been a year, in his 
back return to Virginia, he was fo wounded by the favages, he died upon it. Let not 
men attribute thefe their great adventures and untimely deaths to unfortunatenefs, but 
rather wonder how God did fo long preferve them with fo fmall means to do fo much, 
leaving the fruits^of their labours to be an encouragement to thofe our poor under- 
takings^ and as warnings for us not to undertake fuch great works vnth fuch fmall 
meam, and this for advantage as they writ unto me, that God had laid this country 
ibr us, and flain the moft part or the inhabitants by civil wars and a mortal dif* 
eaie i for where 1 had feen one hundred or two hundred (avages, there is fcarce ten;tp 
t>e found, and yet not any one of them touched with any fickneft but one poor Fifobdi- 
aaan that died : 


They fay thi« plague upon them thus fore fell. 
It «u focaufethey pleafed not Tantum welL 


io make trial year only to filb, ure gone fix^or 
wgiree Ihtt lofori^ aattde,fo' jg^ i briny 

■" ’'‘VOii* ■ XIII. 
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«that 





i^3f 

tliijik' ^ ^ ihoittld^Ve gotten, 

flripa hav^^ 

unikitfol that had not experieno^^ihgence tb fave :i 
that th^ was, which now patience and pra&ice hath brbugbt^to' k 
of perfe^ibn ; in defpight of all detrabtors and caluniniauDns the 
yitt hath fatished all, the defed hath been in their ufing and abufing it, not 
itfWelf nor me :* bat. 



^ '■ as '-.they .:iaaipeS:edy' w' : 


A due deferti for fortune makes provilion 
For knaves and fools, and men of bafe condition. 


Now all thefe proofs and this relation I now called New £ngland*s trial. I caufed 
two or three thoufand of them to be printed ; one thoufand, with a great many maps 
bodt of Virginia and New England, I prefented to thirty of the chief companies in 
London at their halls, defiring either generally or particularly (them that would) to 
embrace it, and by the ufe of a ftock of live thoufand pounds; to eafe them of the 
ftq>erfluity of the. moil of their companies that had but llrengih and health to labour ; 
near a year I fpent to underiland their refolutions, which was to me a greater toil and 
’torment than to have been in New England about my bufmefs, but with bread and 
water, and what I could get there by my labour ; but, in concluiion, feeing nothing 
would be eSe£led, I was contented as well with th'is lofs of time and charge as all 
the reft. 


A Plantation in Now England. 

UPON thefe inducements fome few well-difpofed gentlemen and merchants of Lon* 
don and other places, provided two Ihips, the one of arhundred and threefcore tons, the 
other of threefcore and ten. They left the coaft of England the 2 ad of Auguft, with 
■about a hundred and twenty perfons ; but the next day the lefTer ihip fprung a leak, 
that forced their return to Plymouth, where difeharging her and twenty paft^gers, 
with the greater ihip and one hundred paiTengers, beudes lailors, they fet fail again 
6th of September ; and the 9th of November fell with Cape James ; but being pef* 
■tered nine weeks in this leaking unwholeibme ihip, lying wet in their cabins, raoft^ 
them grew very weak and weary of the fea ; then, for want of experience, ranging twp 
. - and again fix weeks before they found a place they liked to dwell on, forced to lie on 
. bare ground without coverture, forty of them died, and threefcore were left in 
■tery weak ftate at the fliip’s coming avray about the 5th of April following, and 
arrived in England the 6th of May. Though the harbour be good, the ihore is fo 
/hallow, they were forced to wade a great way up to the knees in witter, and ufed that 
that did them much hurt ; and little fifli they found but whal^ and a great^kind of 
irtuicle, ft) iat that few did eat of them that were not fick. Thefe miferics occafioi^ 
fome difeord, and gave fome appearance of fadion ; but all was fb reconciled, that 
they united tbemfelves by common confent under thrir hands, to a kind of combina- 
don of a body politic, by virtue whereof to enaA and conftitute laws and ordi- 
nances, and officers feom time to tune, as Ihould be tbqught moft conveniem for their 
iigenOTlgood. ■ 

Sixteen or feventeen days they could do Kttle for wfbit of their ihalJop, whid|^^ 
' MUes tinto wboth’ was jmoed: in ccumeil 

aud £4vani wiiit^well aimed and rthM 




" ' ^ 'S - ■ ' ' ■' ^ jk v'-"^. ' . ■ ■ ■- ■ , 

ife$ vtbra^he'iUBbt^^pcopc^ing,; we i 
»;i^ 9 ct moroing feliowra ihe i&yages by it 
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^ where we Nlrelhed bu^dlves; we went.afliore and made a hre^,th^;l 

Mi tiplpp might perceive where we were, ahd 'fo marched to a place where we'fuppii 
\ira$ a river ; by the way we law many vmes« faflafras, haunts of deer^ anid fowl, and fooi^ 
fifty acres of plain ground bad been planted by the Indians, wftere were fome of ith^^ 
gravK ; from thence we followed a path that brought us through three or four fiel& 
that bad been planted that year ; in one grave we digged we found a balket or two of 
IndiaSi com ; fo much as we could carry we took with us, the reft we buried as we 
found it, and fo proceeded to the place we intended, but we found it not fuch a bar> > 
hour as we expe&ed i and fo we returned, till the night caufed us to take up pur 
lodging under a tree, where it rained fix or feven hours. The next morning as 'we 
wandered, we pafled by a tree, where a young fprig was bowed down over a bough, 
and fome acorns ftrewed under it, which was one of their gins to catch a deer, ^anar.a8 
we were looking at it, Bradford was fuddenly caught by the leg in a noofed 
made as artificially as ours; as we paiTed, we faw a lealh of bucks, fprung fome par- 
tridges, and great flocks of wild geefe and ducks, and fo we returned well wearied to 
our fhip. 

Mr. Jones, our mafter, with four-and-thirty men, alfo went up and down in the firoft 
and fn^w, two or three days in the extremity of the cold, but could find no harbour ; 

* only among the old graves we got fome ten bufbels of corn, fome beans, and a bottle 
of oil ; and bad we not thus happily found it, we had had no com for feed, fo that 
place we ever called Com'Hill. The next day Mr. Jones, with the corn and our 
weakeft men, returned to the fliip ; but eighteen of us quartered there that night, and 
in the morning following the paths, we found in the fnow, in a 'field, a greater hftlf 
or grave, than the reft ; digging it, we ft>und firft a mat, under that a board thrqe 
•quarters long, painted and carved, with three tins at the top like a coronet ; between 
the mats alfo were bowls, trays, and difhes, and fuch trafli ; at length we founds a 
fair new mat, and under, that two bundles, the one bigger, the other lefs; insthe 
greater we found a great' quantity of fine red powder, like a kind of embalmment, and 
fielded a ftrong but no oflenfive fmell, with the bones, and (kull of a man that-had fine 
lellow hair dill on it, and fome of the flefli unebnfumed, a knife, a pacl&>needle« and two 
ir three old iron things were bound ifp in a Tailor’s canvas caffock, alfo a pair of doth 
)reeches; in ihe Icfs bundle we found likewife of the ikme powder, and the bones 
ind head of a little child ; about the legs and other parts of it were bound firings and 
>raael^8 of white beads; there was alfo a little bow, and fome other odd knacks ; the 
)rettieft we took, and covered again the corps as they were. Not far from thence 
vere two of their houfes, where were a great deal of their miferable .houfebold 
luiT, which we left as we found, and fo returned to our boat, and lay aboard that 
i^t. " ' ■ • ^ ^ ^ 

. lUbany aipiments we had to make here our plantation or not ; in the interiinv;:Mr& 
White was brought to bed of a young fon, which was called Perigrine: and t;i^ j^lor 
fimpttwat a w his piece flew in pieces ftoqk and all, yet he had no butt. A 
bdy dil^argii^ his father’s pmee hard by half a barrel of powder^ and miuay p^le by 
i^if.pflriifed Ood\itefcaped luilig,fb t^^ : ‘ 

C vllSiit' to ifiako al'^omcertainriifcovery wb^ ourfelves, Chij^ain Stan<^]^: 
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tiistt oHI^%fd1fe call u^ . 

St^aniajl^^fida 

is vety at lift feven or «gnt t^iia 

&# Stages had inhabited, and a burial place ihcompailed with a paliMddy fe 

^.iii^med to ouf fliallop} ih the night we heard a hideous cty and howling of wblvt^ 
abd^foxea : in the morning as we were ready to go into our mallop, cme of our men 
b^g in the woods, came running crying, Indians, Indians ; and with all their arrows 
flying amongft us, feme of our men being in the boat, and their arms afhore, fo well it 
chanced. Captain Standiih with two or, three more difeharged thrir pieces till the reft 
were ready ; one favage more ftout than the reft kept under a tree, till he had 
fiiot three or four, arrows, and endured three or four muiket fhot ; but at iaft they 
all fled : this was about break of day in the ihoming when they faw us, and we not 
them. 

Having the wind fair, we failed along the coaft eight or ten leagues, thinking to have 
to a harbour where one of our company had been, within eight leagues of Gape 
Cod, for neither creek nor harbour in this bay we could find; and the wind fo in- 
Creafed, our rudder broke, and our mail flew overboard, that^ we were in danger to be 
call away; bur at laft it pleafed God we were in an harbour we knew not, thinking it 
one we were acquainted with; this we found to be an ifle where we rode that night, 
and having well viewed the land about it, and founded the bay to be a good jiartmur 
fat our Ihip, compafled with good land, and in it two fair ifles, where there is in their* 
feafons innumerable ftore of all forts of fllh and fowl, good water, much plain land, 
which hath been planted; with this news we returned to our Ihip, and with the next 
^air wind brought her thither, being but within the fight of Cape Cod ; in the mean 
time Goodwife Alderton was delivered of a fon, but ‘dead bom. l/pon the aflth of 
December, fo many as could went to work upon the hill, where we purpofed to build 
our platform for our ordnance, which doth command all the plain, and the bay, and 
from whence we may fee far into the fea, and be eafily impaled; fo in the afternoon wc 
went to meafure out thegrounds, and divided our company into nineteen families, allotting 
^ iVery perfon half a pole in breaath and three in length, and fo we call lots where 
eyory man Ihould lie, which we flaked out, thinking this proportion enough at the firlflL 
to impale for lodgings and gardens. 

Francis Billington, from the top of a tree, fering a great water fome three miles from 
us ih the land, went with the mafter’s mate, said found it two great lakes of frclh 
watior, the bigger five or fix miles in circuit, and an ifle in it of a cable’s length fquare; 
the other three miles in compafs, full of lifh and fowl, and two brooks ilTuing from it, 
which will be an excellent help in time for os, where they faw feven or eight Indian 
houf^, but no people. Four being feat a mile or two from our plantation, two of fhem 
ftraggling into the woods was loft, for coming . to a lake of water they found a greift 
d^r; having a mafliflF bitch smd a fpaniel with them, they followed; fo far they coumfiot 
find theway back ; that aftemotm it rained, and did freeze and fnow at night : thdr 
ipparel was very* thin, ahd had no weapon but two* iickles, nor any vi^s^ libr 
-could they find any of the&vages habitations ; when the bight came they wero-:UMi^ 
^''^^^^^k^ed^attheyhad no briuv bed than die earthy nby cpvertufo than tbe ftiieif, bbt 
heard, as they thodgIft» tbd a Itoig doie tpgdber 


t «no^g mbit to db, dlley vitlbivbd a ^ditgliJil 

be am iv^erabM cold kidguigi expecting their comii^ diey iledd .at the tree 
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brooM Muit ^'oOcby and ig one placewlmn the iavages had iHinit lonr or fivnajp^ 
in length, which is a finechampi^ country, in the aitemoon they difcovered the Itniih 
tfies in thdr bay, and fo that ni^t nearmniflied they got to theii^lantadon, ^mn 
whence they had fent out men every way to fedt them ; that night tne boufe they had 
built and thatched, where lay thdr arms, bedding, powder, &c. took fire and waa 
burnt. The coafl; is fo Ihoal the fhip rides more than a mile from the fort, but God be 
thanked no man was hurt though much was burnt. 

Atl this time we could not have conference with a fiivage, though we had many rimtw 
feen them and had many alarms, fo that we drew a council, and appointed Captain 
Standilh to have the command of all martial actions, but even in the time of confultn> 
tion the fiivagcsgave an alarm : the next day alfo as we were agreebg upon his ordars, 
came a tall ^vage boldly amongfi; us, not fearing any thing, and kindly bid us wdeome 
in Englilh j he wasa«Sagamo, towards the north, where the fhips ufe to fiCh, and did 
know the names of moil: of the mailers that ufed thither : fuch viftuals as we had wc 
gave him, being the iirit favage we yet could fpeak wUh, he told us this place where 
wc were was called Patuxet, and that all the people three or four years ago there died 
on the plague : in a day br two we could not be rid of him, then he returned to the 
Maflafoyts irom whence he came, where is fome fixty people, but theNawfits are age 
hundred llrong, which were they encountered our people at the firft. Two days afi^ 
* diis SSmofet, lor fo was his name, came again, and brought five or fix of the Mafiju 
foyts with him, with certain ikins, and certain tools they had got that wcJbad left in the 
woods at thoir alarms : much friendihip they promifed, and to departed, but Samoliet 
would not leave us, but feigned himfelffick, yet at lafi; he went to entreat the favages 
come agmn to confirm a peace : now the third time, as we were confuking of oitr 
martial orders, two favages appeared, but when we went to them they vanilhed : not 
long after came Samofet and Squanto, a native of Patuxet, where we dwell, and one 
of them carried into Spain by Hunt, thence brought into England, where a good tiige 
he lived ; and now here fignified unto us, their great Sachem of Maflafoyt, witfi 
(justdaquina his biother, and all their men, was there by to fee us : not willing to fend 
_ our governor, we fent Edward Wollillo with prefents to them both, to know their 
Pminds, making him to undcrAand by his interpreters, how ^g James did Mute Urn, 
and was bis friend ; after a little conference with twenty of his men, became over the 
brook to our plantation, where we fet him upon a rug, and then brought our governor 
to him with drums and trumpets } where after fome drcumftances, for they ufe few 
compliments, wc treated of peace with them to this effed. 

That ndther he nor any of his ihould injure or do hurt to any of us ; if they did, 
be Ihoidd^ fend us the offender, that we might punifh him, and we would do the like 
to Urn : if any ^d unjuffly war ag^ff mm, we would aid him, as he fhouJd wa 
agunft our otemies, and to fend to his neighbour confederates to certify them o£ this, 
tfi^ th^ might likewife be comprifed in thefe conditions, that when any of tlwm tauae 
to us, wey thpuld leave their bow and vrows behind them, as we would our, pieces 
when we came to them, all which the King feeqied to like well agd was^qdauded 
of bisibUewen. Inhisperfonhe is avery jiufty man, in his beft years, sa able body. 
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they have not hurt our men thev have found ftn^gling in the woods, 
and are ahaid m thar powerful adverfaries toe Narrohigganfets, againit whom he 
msdte me of our help. The next day Squanto went a filbing for eels,- and in 
anhourhe did tread as many out of the oofe with his feet as he could uft with his hand, 
not having any other inftrument. 

- But that we might know their habitations fo well as they ours, Stephen Hopkins and 
£dward Winflo had Squantum for their guide and interpreter ; to Fackanokl, the 
habitauon of the King of Maflkfoyt, with a red horfeman’s coat for a prefent, to en* 
treat him by.reafon we had not victuals to entertain them as we would, he would defend 
his people lo much from viiitingus; and if he did fend, he fliould always fend with the 
ane^^ a copper chain they gave him, that they might know he came from him, and 
ntfo give them fome of his com for feed : that night they lodged at Naniafcet, fome 
fifteen miles off } by the way we found ten or twelve women and children that ftiil 
would pefter us till we were weary of them, perceiving it is the matter of them, where 
vi^aials is to be gotten with mod eafe, there they will live ; ^but on that river of Na* 
mafchot have been many habitations of the favages that are dead, and the land lies 
wafte, imd the river abounding with great plenty of hih, and hath been much hrequcnt- 
ed by the French. ^ 

The next day travelling with fix or feven Indians, where we were to wade over the 
siver, did dwell only two old men of that nation then living, that thinking us ene- 
mies, fought the bed advantage they could to fight with us, with a wonderful iliew of 
courage ; but when they knew us their friends they kindly welcomed us. After we 
came to a town of the Mafiafoyts ; but at Pakanoki the King was not : towards night 
he arrived, and was very proud both of our meffage and prefents, making a great 
oration to all his people. Was not he Maffafoyt, commander of the country about him, 
was not fuch a town his, and the people of it, and twenty towns more he named was 
lus ? and fliould they not bring their Ikins to us ? To which they anfwered, they were 
h^and they would, victuals they had none, nor any lodging, but a poor plank or 
t^, a foot high from the ground, whereon his wife and he lay at the one end, we at 
ihe other, but a thin mat upon them, two more of his chief men preffed by and upon 
^ fo that we were worfe weary of our lodging than of our journey. Although there 
is filch plenty of fifli and fowl and wild beafts, yet are they lb lazy they will not take 
pains to catch it till mere hunger conftrain them, fi>r in two or. three days we had fcarce 
a meal's meat, whereby we were fo faint, we were glad to be at honie ; befides what 
fpr the fleas, tmd thdr howling and fingingin the night in their houfes, and thb 
mufquitoes without doors, our heads were as light for want of fleep, as our bellies 
empty for want of meat. <l’he next voyage we made was in a lhallop with ten moi to 
Nawfit, fixteen miles i^m us, to fetch a boy was loll in the woods we heard wasthere^ 
whom Afpihet thdr King, had'bedecked like afavage, but very kindly he brought him 
tous, anafo retunied wdl to Patuyet. - 

Immediately sffter the anrival of the laft fliip, they fent another of five.and4% tons 
to fupply them j with feven.and-dur^ perfons they fet fail m the begioh^ dr July, 
croffed by wefteriy wihdf^ W!»Hhe end of Augufl; ere they: could piffs f4y- 
En^hid^Ni^ Plym^ ib iiA 4f 
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s0mty, *inon% tb^ iMd they 'return^, ^^1^ 

j^e4 hogfliaii^ j^iii 

ftmiilfbe x3fb of De(^ber ; abd d^img Oear^oor c^ fet on by » FjnOa^tiil!^ 
ftt oiitt by the Marquis of Cera^ governor ol lOe Dieu, vrhere they kept ^ 
itbprifohed the mafter and company, took from them to the valn«||^f five hnnd^|p 
pounds, and after fourteen days fent them home with a poor fupply^ viduals, t]^ 
own being devoured by the Marquis and his' hungry fervants. ^ sin. 

Now you are to unciefftand this thirty>feven brought nothing, but relied whdly cpi 
ns to make us more miferable than before, which the S&chera Couanacus no fooner un- 
derftood, 'but fent to Tufquantum our interpreter, a bundle of new arrows in a fnake*a 
ikin ; Tufquantum being abfent, the meifenger departed ; but when we underftood it 
was a direft challenge, we returned the ikin full of powder and ihot, with agn abfoluto 
defiance, which caufed us finifh our fortification with all expedition. Now betwixt otijr 
two favages, Tufquantum and Hobbamock, grew fuch great emulation, we had mudh 
ado to know which bdl to trud. In a journey we undertook, in our way we met a 
favage of Tufquantums, that had cut his face freih bleeding, to alTure us Mafiafo]rt, our 
fuppofed friend, had drawn his forces to Packanokick to affault us. Hobbamock as coil' 
iidentiy alTured us it was^falfe, and fent his wife as a fpy to fee ; but when (he perceived 
all was well, (he told the King Maifafoyt how Tufquantum had abufed him, divers 
favages alfo he had caufed to believe we would dedroy them, but he would do his bed 
to apQ^fe us ; this he did only to make his countrymen believe what great power he 
had with us to get bribes on both Tides, to make peace or war when he would ( and 
the more to poifefs them with fear, he perfuaded many we had buried the plague in 
our Aorc«houfe, which we could fend when we lided whither we would ; but at lad 
all his knavery being difeovered, Maifafoyt fent his knife with meffengers for his head 
or him, being his fubjeft ; wntlf much ado we appeafed the angry King and the red ,of 
the favages, and freely forgave Tufquantum, becaufe he fpeaking our language we 
could not well be without him. 


A Journey to ihe Town of Namafchct^ in d fence of the King of Maffafoyt^ agenn/i iht 
NarrohigganfeSf and the fuppfed Death of Squantum. 

A GREAT difference there was betwixt the Narrohigganfes and the Maflafoyts, 
that had always a jealoufy ; Coubatam, one of their petty Sachems, was too converfant 
with the Narrohigganfes : this Coubataut lived much at Namafchet, and much dormed 
at our. peace with his King and others; alfo at Squantum, and Tokamahamon, and 
Hobbamock our friends, and chief occaiioners of our peace, for which he fought to 
murder Hobbamock : yet Tokamahamon went to him upon a rumour he had taken 
Mafafoyt prifonerii or forced him from his country, but the other two would not, but 
in private to fee if they could hear what was become of their King ; lodging at Namai^ 
chet they were difeovered to Coubatant, who fux|Nri 2 e(|| the houfe and took Squantuns, 
faying, if he were dead the Engltlh bad lodthar tongues ; Hobbamockfeeing thatyn^ 
Coubatant held a knife at his bread, being a dremg lady fellow^^rqke from themVand 
came tp-New Plymouth, full of fortpw for Squantum, .who he thought waa dain. 

The next day we fent nm men with him armed, to be revenged Coabatant, who 
5ondu^ed as near Namafchet, where we reded. and refreibed onrfelyes ^nudnighr,and 
tlten we hoafe'as^/wo had refolve^^; ^ 

f$^..,Coubatsmt ) but ^ fiivages were half ^k»d ildtlii fear :■ W tharged tb^^t to 
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ftif) £ir tre cameto hurt none hut Goubatanv fcur killhig Squantum ; fcM9ir:^f tbttn 
feddng to dcape vrere wounded : but at laft pere^ving our ends, they told us Gouba« 
tant was gone* and all his nien, and Squantum was yet Kvhig, and in the town ^ in din 
hurtyi^burly we difchaiged two pieces at random, which much terrified all the mhabl- 
tants, except Squantum andTohnmahamon, who, though they knew not the end of our 
coming, yet aflured therafelves of our honelly, that we would not hurt them. The 
women and children hung about Hobbamock, calling him, friend ; and when they faw 
we would hurt no women, the young youths cried. We are women: to be fliort, we kept 
them all, and whiift we were fearching the houfe for Coubatant, Hobbamock had got to 
the top, and called Squantum and Tokamahamon, which came unto us accompanied 
with others. Tome armed, others naked, thofe that had bows we took them from them, 
promifing them again when it was day : the houfe we took for our quarter that night, 
and difeh^ed the prifoners, and the next morning went to breakfafl: at Squantum’s 
houfe ; thither came all them that loved us to welcome us, but all Coubatant’s faction 
was fled : then we made them plainly know the caufe of our coming, and if their King 
Maflafoyt were not well, we would be reveqged upon the Narrolngganfets, or any that 
ihould do injury to Hobbamock, Squantum, or any of their friends ; as for thofe were 
wounded we were forry for it, and offered our furgeon (hould heal them ; of this offer 
a man and a women accepted, that went home with us, accompanied with Squantum 
and many other known friends, that offered us all the kindnefs they could. 

From the weft of England there are gone ten or twelve fliips to fifh, which were all 
well freighted ; thofe that came firft at fiilbow, made feventeen pounds a linglp fhare, 
beftdes beavers, otters, and martin’s fkins ; but fome of the reft that came to the fame ' 
ports, that were all ready fumifhed, fo glutted the market, that the price was abated ; 
yet all returned fo well contented, that they are preparing to go again. 

There is gone from the Weft Country only to filh, five-and-thirty fhips, and about 
the laft of April two more from London, the one of'one hundred tons, the other of 
thirty, with fome fixty paffengers to fupply the plantation. Now though the Turks and 
French have been fomewhat too bufy in taking our fhips, would all the Chriftian princes 
be truly at unity, as His Royal Majefty our Sovereign King James defircth, feventy fail 
of good fhips were fuflicient to fire the moft of his coafts in the Levant, and make fuch 
ajruard in the Straits of Hellefpont, as would make the great Turk himfelf more afraid 
in Conftantinople ; than the fmalleft red-crofs that crollcs the feas would be, cither of . 
any French pickaroon, or the pirates of Algiers. 


An Ab^ra£l of divers Relations fent from the Colony in New England ^ July i6, 1622, 

SINCE the maflacre in Virginia, though the Indians continue their wonted friendfbip, 
yet we are more wary of them than before ; for their hands hath been imbrued in 
much Engliih blood, only by too much confidence, but not by force, and we have had 
fmall fupplies of any thing but men. Here I muft intreat a little your favour to di- 
grefs, they did not kill the Englifh in Virginia, becaufe they were Chriftians, but for 
their weapons and copper, which were rare novelties ; but now they fear we may beat 
them out of their dens, which lions and tigers will not admit but by force. But muft 
this be an argument for an Imglilhman, and difeourage any in Virginia or New Eng- 
land ? No } for I have tried them both, as you may read at large in the Hiftory of Vir- 
ginia: notwithftanding fince I came from thence, the honourable company hath beat 
Majefty, to get vagabonds and condemned men to go thither ; 
bath be^ fo abuied, that fo-much fcorned was the name of Vir- 
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tl^ and this lamentable mail^ra^ 

now fuitpcato gOj tban.eirer bath been conftrained knaves.' /’jAsoI.' 
it^ l^pt unknown to mo(t men of underAanding, how happy tnany.of thofe Coluagpu^- 
baye thoi^ght themfclves that they might be admitted ; and yet pay for their padage^tlA' 
go now,,to Virginia, and I fear me there goeth too many of thofe that have ihifted here ,• 
till they, could no longer ; and they will ufe that quality there till they hazard all. 

To range this country of New England in like manner, I had but eight, as is faid, 
and amongft their bruit conditions, I met many of their filly eneounters, and I give God> 
thanks, without any hurt at all to me, or any with nio. When youi weft-country mea 
were {o wounded and tormented with the favages, though they had all the politic * 
direciioiis that had been gathered from ail the fecret informations could be heard of^ t 
yet they found little, and returned with nothing. < I fpeak not this out of vun-glory,- 
as it may be feme gleaners, or fome who were never there may cenfuremc} but to i 
let ail men be aifured by thofe examples, what thofe favages are that thus ftrangely do 
murder and betray our. countrymen: but to the purpofe. 

The Paragon, with thiVty-fevcn men fent to relieve them, mifearried twice upon out * 
Engli/li coaft, wlicrt'by they failed of their fupplies. It is true, there hath been taken 
one thoufand bafes at a draught ; and in one night twelve hogilieads of herrings : but 
when they wanted all neceHaries both for ftihiug and fuftenance, but what they could 
get with their naked induftry, they endured moft extreme wants, having been now 
near two years without any fupply to any purpofe, it is a wonder bow they ihould fub> 
./.r.Titnith lofs fo to refill the favages, fortify thcinfelves, plant fixty acres of com, 
btfidcs^ their gardens that were well replenillicd with many ufual fruits. But in the 
beginning of July came in two Ihips of Mr. Wefton’s, though we much •wanted our- 
fclvcs, yet we relieved them what we could ; and to requite us, they deftroyed our com 
and fruits then planted, and did what they could to have done the like to us. At lafl: 
they were tranfported to Wichagufeufi'et at the Maifachufets, where they abufed the 
favages worle than us. We having neither trade, nor fcarce any thing remaining, God 
fent in one Mr. Jones, and a iliip of Wefton’s had been at Monahigan amongftilie filher* 
men, that for bcaver-lkins and fuch merchandize as we had, very well refrelhed us, 
though at dear rates. Wefton left alfo his men, a fmall bark, and much' good provi- 
fion, and fo fet iail for England : then we joined with them to trade to the fouthward 
0 Capo Cod, twice or thrice we were forced to return ; firft by the death of their 
governor, then the ficluiefs of Captain 'Standilli. At laft our governor Mr. Bradford 
undertook it himfelf to have found the paflage betwixt the Ihoals and the main, ihen 
Tufquantum our pilot died, fo that we returned to the Maifachufets, where we found 
the trade fpoilcd, and nothing hut complaints betwixt the favages and tf^ Englilh. At 
Nawfet we were kindly ufed, and had good trade, though we loft ouAiarge, the fa- 
vages carefully kept both her wreck and fome ten hoglhcads of corn three months, 
and fo wo returned, fome by land, fome in the Ihip. 

Captain Standilh being recovered, went to fetch them both, and traded at Namalket 
and Monomete, where the people had the plague, a place much frequented with 
Duimb and French. Here the Sachent put a man to deatli for killing his fellow at 
play, wherein they are fo violent, they will play their coats from their backs, and alfo 
their wives, though many miles ffqm them. But our provifion decaying, Standilh is 
fent-to Mattachift, where they pretended their wonted love; yet it plainly appetired 
they intended to kill him. Efcaping thence,- we went to Monomete, where we found 
nothing but, bad cbumeoances. Here one Wittuwamat, a notable villain, would bbaft 
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ItCfV^uany French and Engliflilie had flain: this chaxapion prefinitu% a dagr. ^ tlM* 
Sachein Canacuni he. had got from the £ngU(h, hccaiiwed.us to uiidei^n^d how thie^ 
had contrived to murder all the Englilh in the land, hut having fuch u fair oppor- 
tunity, they would begin here with us. Their fcomful ufage made the captain to 
paflionate to appeafe his anger and choler, their intent made many fair excufes for 
fatisfafUon: Scar, a lufty favage, always feeming the moft to aflFcft us, beflowad on us 
the beft prefents he had without any recompence, faying he was rich enough to bellow 
fuch favours on his friends, yet had undertaken to kill the captain himfelf ; but our 
vigilances fo prevented the advantage they expected, we fafely returned, little fufped- 
ing in him any fuch treachery. 

During this time a Dutch mip was driven alhore at Maflafowat, whofe King lay very 
ftek, now becaufe it is a general cuftom then for all their friends to vilit them, 
Mr. Winflow and Mr. Hamden, with Habaniock for their guide, were font with fuch 
cordials as they had to falute him ; by the way they fo often heard ifie King was dead, 
Habbamock would break forth in thefe words, “ My loving Sachem, tny loving Sachem, 
many have I known, bur never any like thee, nor fliall ever fee the like aniongft the 
lavages ; for he was no liar, nor bloody and cruel like other Indians, in anger foon 
reclaimed, he would be ruled by reafon, not fcorning the advice of mean men, and 
governed his men better with a few ftrokes than others with many : truly loving where 
he loved, yea, he feared we had not a faithful friend left amongll all his countrymen, 
ihewing how oft he had reftraiued their malice much more with miich paffion he 
fpoke to this purpofe, till at laft we arrived where we found the Dutchmen but newly 
gone, and the houfe fo full we could hardly get in. By tlieir charms they diftemperea 
us that were well, much more him tliat was fick, women rubbing him to keep heat 
in him ; but their charms ended, underftanding of us, though he had loft his fight, 
his underftanding failed not ; but taking Winflow by the hand, faid. Art thou 
Winflow, oh Winflow, I fliall never fee thee again ! Habaraock telling him what 
reftoratives they had brought, he defired to tafte them ; with much ado they got a' 
little confeftion of many comfortable conferves into his mouth, as it diffolved he fwal- 
lowed it, then diflblving more of it in water, they feraped his tongue, which was all 
furred and fwoln, and waflied his mouth, and then gave him more of it to eat, and in 
Jlis drink, that wrought fuch an alteration in him in twd'or three hours, his eyes opened 
to our great contents; with this and fuch broths as they there provided for him, it 
pleafed God he recovered : and thus the manner of his fickneis and cure caufed no 
fmall admiration amongft them. ' 

During the time of their ftay to fee his recovery, they had fent to New Plymouth 
for divers good things for him, which he took fo kindly, that he fully revealed all 
the former co^fpiracies againft us, to which he had oft been moved; and how* that 
all the people of Powmet, Nawfet, Sucednet, Mattachift, Manamet, Augawamj and 
Capawac, were joined to murder us ; therefore as we refpedled our lives, kill them of 
Maflachufet that were the authors ; for take away the principals and the plot will 
ceafe ; thus taking our leaves, and arriving at our fort, we found our brave liberal 
friend of Pamet drawing Siandifli to their ainbufcadoes, which being thus difeovered, 
we fent him away, as though he knew nor fufpedled any thing. Them at the Mafia- 
chufets, fome were fo wild they ferveJ the favages for vidluals, the reft fent us word 
the favages were fo infolent they would aflault them though againft (heir commilTton, 
lb fearful they were to break their coinmiilion, fo much time was fpent in confultatjons, 
tl^i^ all were familhed, till Wafiapinewat again came and told them the'day of t^eir 
^vectttion was at hand. 
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'I^ea Staifffifli with dght chofen men, under colour of m 

euch theuT wtfldr own tnp tit MafTacht^et, and acquaint it with the EttgKfli thie 

town, where arriving, he found none in the bark, and tnoft of the reft without ai^, 
tir fcaree deaths, wandering abroad, all fo fenfelefsly Xecure, he mdre than wonflier^ 
they were not all flain ; with - much ado he got the moift of them to their town. The 
favagesTufpeding their plots difeovered, Pcckfnof, a great man, and of as great a 
fpirit, came to Habatnok, who was then amongflL them, faying, Teil Standiih we 
know he is come to kill us, but let him begin when he dare. Not long after many 
would come to the fort and whet their knives before him, with'' many braving fpeeches. 
One amongft the veft was by 'Wittawamat, bragging he had a knife that on the iiandle 
had thepifture of a woman’s face ; but at home I have one hath killed both French and 
Fnglifli, and that hath a man’s face on it, and by-and-by thefe two mufl: marry ; but 
this here by and-by lhall fee, and by-and-by cat, but not fpeak; alfo Pockfnot being 
of a greater ftature than the captain, told him, though he were a great captain he was 
but a little man, and I, thouglv no Sachem, yet I am of groat ftrength and courage. 
Thefe things Standifli bore patiently for the prefent ; but the next day feeing he could 
not get many of them together, but thefe two roarers, and two more being in a con- 
venient room, and his company about him, Standiih feized on Peckfnot’s knife then 
hanging about his neck, wherewith he flew him, and the reft flew Wittawamat and 
the other favage ; but the youth they took, who being brother to Wittawamat, and as 
villainous as himfclf, was hanged. It is incredible how many wounds they endured, 
vQg at their wcappns without any fear or bruit, till the laft gafp. Habamok 
Hood by all this time very filent ; but all ended, he faid, Yefterday Peckfnot 
bragged of his ftrength and ftature, but I fee you are big enough to lay him on the 
ground.” 

The town he left to the guard^ of Wefton’s people: three favages more were flain ; 
upon which rumour they all flecl from their houfes. The next day they met with a 
file of favages that let fly their arrows, Ihot for lliot, till Habamok fliewed himfeif, 
and then they fled. For all this, a favage boy, to fliew his innoccncy, came boldly 
unto us, and told us, had the Engliih fugitives but finilhed the three canoes they were 
making, to have taken the fhip, they would have done as much to all the Engliih, 
which was only the caufc they had forborne fo long. But now confulting and con- 
fidering their eftates, thofe that went in the pinnace to Barty Ifles to get paflage for 
England, the reft to New Plymouth, where they were kindly entertained. The 
Sachem Obtakeeft, and Powas, and divers others wore guilty, the three fugitives in 
their fury there flew; but not long after fo diftraded were thofe poor feattered people, 
they left their habitations, living in fwanips, where with cold and infinite difeafes they 
endured much monality, fuingjor peace, apd crying. The God of England is angry 
with them. Thus you lee where God pleafes, as fonie flourilh, others perilh. 

Now on all hands they prepare their ground, antj about the middle of April, in a 
fair fealbn, they begin to plant till the latter end of May; butfo God pleafed, that in 
fix weeks after the latter fetting their'fcarce fell any rain ; fo that the ftalk was firft fdt, 
began to ear ere it came to h:Uf growth, and the laft not like to yield any thing at all. 
Our beans alfo feemed fo withered, we judged all utterly dead; that ndw all our hopes 
were overthrown, and our joy turned into mourning. And more to our forrow, we 
heard of the twice return of the Paragon, that now the third time was fent us three 
months ago,^ut no news of her : only the figns of a wreck we faw on the coaft which 
we judgra ter. Iliis caufed not every of us to enter into a private confideration 
betwixt Godimd our confciences, but moft folemnly to humble ourfelves belbr^the 

I t a Lord 
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by £j4*ng^ 3tid praying, to relieve pur dejed^ fjpiiii^ % the jtf his 

in the morning when we a&mbled all together, the ikies were as cle^^iihdwe droi^t 
08 like to continue as ever; yet our exerdfe continued eight or niiii^ hours. 
pur. departure, 4he Ikies were alj over-cad, and onthe itext morning diiHlled fuch f(^, 
iw^, moderate ihowers, continuing fourteen days, mixeckwith fuch feafonable we&ther^ 
as it was hard to fay, whether our withered com or drooping affeflions w^re mod 
quidtened and revived ; fuch was the bounty and mercy of God. Of this the Indians, 
by the means of Habamok, took notice, who feeing us ufe this exercife in the midfl: of 
the week, faid ; It was But three days Hnce Sunday, and defired to know the reafon 
which when he underflood, he and all of them admired the goodnefs of God towards 
us, fhewing the difference betwixt their conjurations and our prayers, and whatlilorms 
and dangers they oft receive thereby. To exprefs our thankfuinpfs, we affembled 
together another day, as before, and either the next morning, or not long after, came 
in two fliips to fupply us, and all their paiTengers well except one, and he prelently 
recovered. For us, notwithftanding all thefe wants,, there ‘ was not a fick perfon 
amongfl us. The greater Ihip we returned freighted ; thd other we font to the 
fouthward, to trade under the command of Captain Ahoin. So that God be thanked, 
’ wedefire nothing, but what we will return commodities to the value. 

Thus all men find our great God lie» « 

That never wanted naiuie. 

To teach his truth, that only he> 

Of every thing is author. 

♦ 

For this year from England is gone about forty fail of fhips, only to fifii ; and as I am 
informed, have made a far better voyage than ever. 

Now feme new great obfervers will have this an ifland, bccaufe I Itave written it is 
the continent : others report, that the people arc fo bruit, they have no religion, where- 
in furcly they are deceived ; for my part, I never heard of any nation in the world which 
had not a religion, deer, bows and arrow's. They believe, as do the Virginians, of many 
divine powers, yet of one above all the reft, as the Southern Virginians call their chief 
god Kewafta, and that we now inhabit Oke j but both their kings Werowancc. The 
Maftachufets call their great god Kiehtan, and their kings thereabouts Sachems: the 
a^enobfeotes their greateft power Tantum, and their kings Sagomos. Thofe where is 
this plantation, fay Kiebtan made all the other gods : alfo one man and one woman, 
and of them all mankind, but how they became, fo difperfed they know not. They fay, 
at firft there was no king but Kiehtan that dwelleth far wcfterly above the heavens, 
whither all good men go when they die, and have plenty of all things. The bad men 
go thither allu and knock at the door, but he bids them go wander in endlefs want and 
inifery, for they fhall not ftay there. They never fawJKiehtan, but they hold it a great 
charge and duty, that one age teach another ; and to him they make feafts, and cry 
and ling for plenty and viftorj', pr any thing is good. They have another power they 
call Hobamock, which we conceive the devil ; and upon him they call to cure their 
wounds and diieafes : when they are curable, he perfuades them he fent them, becaufe 
they have dirpleafed him ; but if they be mortal, then he faith, Kiehtan fent them, 
.. which makes thj:m never call on him in their ficknefs. They fay ' this Hobamock ap- 
" i^arsto them fonietimes like a man, a deer, or an eagle, but moft commonly h’ke a 
make ; not to all, but only to their Powahs to cure difeafes, and Undefea, which is one 
of the chief next the King, and fo bold in the wars, that they think no weppbn can lull 
^em : apd thofe are fuch as conjure in Virginia, and caufe tne peoplis to do what they 

For 



. smith's raw EKOLAHD. 

: |;!6y^f|niAt : ev^ S^checais is not a long, but theSir ^eat Sachems hafie, 

4i^r8 t^ir ^rbtedfon, {laying them' tribute, and dare iiiaite ‘ 

yrlthoul ^ 'jlmibwiedge; t^ut even Sachem m^h care fdr the widows^ oip^s, the 
' Bge4 tmri htaimed, nor will they take to firft wife, but them in birch equafto {hem- 
l^ves, althoiugh they have tij^nj^ inferior wives and concubines that attend on th^^prih;* 
cipal ; /rom whom he never parteth, but any of the reft when they lift j they inherit I)/ 
fucceflion, and every one knows their own bounds. To his men, he giveth them. lattd> 
alfo bounded, and what deer they kill in that circuit, he hath the fore*part ; btif if in 
the water, only the (kin : but they acccount none a man till ^ hath done fome notable 
exploit : the men are moft employed in hunting, the women in illavery j the younger 
pbey^he elders : their names arc variable ; they have harlots and honeft women; the 
harlots never mShry, or elfe are widows. They ufe divorcement, and the King com* 
monly puoilheth all offenders hiinfelf : when a maid is married, Ihe cutteth her hair, 
and keeps her head covered till it be grown again. Their arts, games, raufic, attire, 
burials, and fuch like, differ very little from the Virginians, only for their chronicles 
they make holes in the ground, as the others fet up great ftones. 

Out of the relations ef Mr. Edwaud Wimionr,- 

Now I know the common queftion is, for all thofc •mifcrics, where is the wealth they 
have got, or the gold or filver mines ? To fuch greedy unworthy minds I fay Once 
again : the fea is better than the richeft mine known, and of all the filhing-fhips that 
, went well provided, there is no complaint of lofs nor mifery, but rather an admiration 
' of w'calth, profit, and health. As for the land, were it never fo good, in two years fo 
fuch fmall experience living without fupplies fo well, and in health, it was an 
cxtraordinaiy blefling from God. But that with fuch fmall means they fhould fobfift 
and do fo much, to any underftanding judgment is a wonder. Notwithftanding, the 
vain expectation of prefent gain in lome, ambition in others, that to be great would 
have all elfe (laves, and the careleffnefs in providing fupplies, hath caufed tholie defail- 
ments in thofe plantations, and however fome bad conations will extol the aAions of 
any nation but their own ; yet if we may give credit to the Spaniards, Portuguefe, and 
French writings, they endured as many miferies, and yet not in twenty years effeCled 
fo much, nay fcarce in forty. 

Thus you may fee plainly the yearly fuccefs from New England by Virginia, whichf 
hath been fo coftly to this kingdom, and fo dear to me, which either- to fee peri(h, or 
but bleed ; Pardon me, though it pallionate me beyond the bounds of modefty, to have 
been fufficiently able to forefee their* miferies, and had neither power nor means to 
prevent it. By that acquaintance I have with them, 1 call them my children : for they 
liave been wife, my hawks, hounds, my cards, my dice, and in total, my beft con- 
tent, as indifferent to my heart as my left hand to my right. And notwithftanding, all 
thofe miracles of difafters have crolTed both them and me, yet were there not an £ng- 
lifliman remaining, as God be thanked, notwithftanding the maffacre, there are fome 
thoufands ; I would yet begin again with as fmall means as I did at firft, not that I have 
any fecret encouragement (I proteft) more than lamentable experience ; for all their dif- 
coveries 1 have yet heard of, are but pigs of my ovftt fow, nor more ftrange to me than 
to hear one tell me he hath gone from Billingfgate and difeovered Gjravefend, Tilbury, 
Queenborough, Lee, and Margate, which to tholb did never hear of them, though they 
dwell in i^giand, might be made* fome rare fecrets and great countries unknown, ex- 
cept fome few relations of Mr. Dirmer. In England fome are held great trivellers 
that ha,ve feai Venice and Rome, Madrid, Toledo, Seville, Algiers, Prague or Ragoufa,. 
CbnftantinQple or Jerufalem^and the pymmids of Egypt ; that think it nothing to go to 
, * 7 S'unimer 
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jg^mmer lilcs or '^^gimay whicbis as &r as any of theoi* and I ^ 

a ^re^profitable and a more laudal»Ie journey | *te for the danger, y^fee our ladW 
and gentlemen upunt it nothing now to go thither ; and therefore all good 
men wifi betier apprehend it, and not Aider them to languiih in defpair, whom God A» 
wondb'fuUy and oft hath prcferved. ^ 

W^iat here 1 have writ by relation, if it be not right I humbly entreat your pardonr, 
but 1 have not fpared any diligence to learn the truth of them that have been a^ors, 
or flfirers in thole voyages ; in fome particulars they might deceive me, but in the Tub* 

' fiance diey could not : for few could tell me any thing, except where they Alhed. But . 
feeing all thofe have lived there, do conArm more than I have writ, 1 doubt not 
but all thofe tcllimonies with thefe new-begun examples of plantation, will movd both 
city and country freely to adventure with me more than promifes. 

But becaufe fome fortune-tellers fay, I am unfortunate ; had they fpent»their time 
as I have done, they would rather believe in God than their calculations, and perad- 
^eature have given as bad an account of their aftions ; and therefore I entreat leave 
to anfwer thofe objedtors, that think it Arangc, if this be true, 4 have made no more 
ufeof it, reft fo long without employment, nor have no more reward nor prcfurnient ; 
to which I fay ; 

I think it more ftrange they fhould tax me, before they have tried as much as I have, 
3}Oth by land and fea, as well in AAa and Africa, as Europe^ and Anicrica, where my 
commanders were adtors or fpedfators, they always fo freely rewarded me, 1 never 
needed be importunate, or could I ever learn to beg : what there I got, I have fpent ; 
yet in Virginia I ftaid, till I left Ave hundred behind me better provided than*evei^ 
was,. from which blefled Virgin (ere I returned) fprung the fortunate habitation of 
Summer liles. 

This Virgin’s Sifter, now called New England, at my humble fuit, by our moft 
gracious Prince Charles, hath been near as chargeable to me and my friends : for all 
which, although 1 never got a {hilling but it ^olt me a pound, yet 1 would think my- 
felf happy could I fee their profperities. 

Butit it yet trouble a multitude to proceed upon thefe certainties, what think you I 
undertook when nothing was known but that there was a vaft land ? 1 never had power 
and means to do any thing, though more hath been fpent in formal delays than would 
hajip done the bufmefs, but in fuch a penurious and miferable manner, as if I had gone 
a begging to build an univerAty ; where had men been as forward to adventure 
their purfes, and perform the conditions they promifed me, as to crop the fruits 'of my 
l;rix>urs, thoufands ere this had been bettered by thefe deAgns. Thus betwixt the fpur 
of deAre and the bridle of reafon, I am near ridden to death in a ring of defpair ; the 
reins are in your hands, therefore I entreat you eafe me ; and thofe that think I am 
either idle or unfortunate, may fee the caufeand know ; unlefs I did fee better dealing, 

I have had warning enough not to be fo forward again at every motion upon their pro- 
mifes, unlefs I intended nothing but to carry news ; for now they dare adventure a 
{hip, that when I went Arft would not adventure a groat, fo they may be at home again 
by Michaelmas, which makes me remember and fay with Mr. Hackluit ; Oh incredu 
Kty, the wit of fools, that {lovingly do fpit at all thin^ fair ; a Huggard’s cradle^ a 
coward’s cattle ; How eafy it is to be an inftdel ! But to the matter : By thisall men 
may perceive, the ordinary performance of this voyage in Ave or Ax months j the 
plenty of Aih is moft certainly approved j and it is certain, from Canada and New Eng- 
{aA4» within thefe Ax years hath come near twenty thoufand beaver-ifcbs. Now had 
each ^ thefe bips tranfported but Ibme (mail quantity of the moil; mcrcafing beafts, 
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by this timethdr mcreafe in^bt b|i^ 
liiy ^ more- thaiii one tnouisud men'vbut the defireof prerent |a^tm 

numy is To vii^nt, and the endeavours of many undertakers fo n^Iigen^, ^iy oiie 
lb r^^ardidg ibeir private gain, that it is haid to effeft any public good, and in^^Me 
to bring them into a body, |nfl^ or order, unlefs both honefty, as well as autrontm 
and money, affift experience. But your hoine*bred cngrofllng projectors will at'laft 
find, there is a great difference betwixt faying and doing, or thofe that think their; 
direftions can be as foon and eafily performed, as they can conceit them ; or that’fhe|]f 
conceits are the fitteff things to be put in practice, or their countenances maintain planfiii^ 
^ions. But to conclude, the fifhing will go forward whether you plant it or nd:^' 
wher<Ay a ccfcny may be then tranfported with no great charge, that in ihort time might 
provide fuchiYeights, to buy on us there dwelling, as I would hope no Ihip ihould go 
or come empty Irom New England. 

I’he charge of this is only i'alr, nets, hooks, lines, knives, Irilh rugs, coarfe cloth,, 
beads, glafs, and fuch trafh, only for filhing and trade with tlie favages, befides Our 
own neceffary provifions, whofe endeavours would quickly defray all this charge j and 
the favages did entreat me to inhabit where I would. Now all thofe lliips, till thefe 
lafl; two years, have been fifliiiig within a fquare of two or three leagues, and fcarce any- 
one yet will go any further in the port they filh in, where queffionlefs five hundred 
may have their freight as well as ell’ewherc, and be in the market ere ethers cmi 
•hspte the fifh in their fliips, becaufe New England’s fifliing begins in February, in 
Newfoundland not till the inidll; of May ; the progreffion hereof tends much to the 
«• auva'uccment of Virginia and the Summer Ifies, whofe empty Ihips majr take in their 
freights there, and would be alfo in time of need a good friend to the inhabitants of 
Newfoundland. 

The returns made by the wcflcrn nten, are commonly divided in three parts ; one 
for the owner of the fliip ; another for the mailer and his company ; the third for the 
vicluallcrs, which courfe being (till permitted, , will be no hindrance to the plantation,, 
as yet go there never I’o many, but a tncans of tranfporting that yearly for little or no- 
thing, which otherwife will coll many hundreds of pounds. If a Ihip can gain twenty,, 
thirty fifty in the hundred ; nay three hundred for one hundred in feven or ten months,, 
as you fee they have done, fpenditig tw'ice fo much time in coming and going as in 
Haying there : were I there planted, feeing the variety of the fiftiings ferve the 
moll nart of the year, and wiih a little labour we might make all the fait we need 
life, as^ formerly faid, and conceive 'no reafon todiftrullof good fuccefs by God’s 
afiillance ; befides for the building of Ihips, no place hath more convenient har- 
bours, ebb, nor flood, nor batter timber j and no commodity in Europe doth more 
decay than wood. 


Mr, De^s Opinion for the building of Ships. 

Mr. dee recordeth in his Britilh hfonarchy, that King Edgar had a navy of four 
thoufand fail, with which he yearly made his progi%fs, about this famous monarchy of 
Great Britain, largely declaring the benefit thereof ; whereupon he.projetled to our 
molt memorable Queen Elizabeth, the eredling of a fleet of fixty fail, he called a little 
navy royal : .imitating that admired Pericles Prince of .Athens, that could never fecure 
t^t tormented effate, until he was lord and captain of the fea^ Atthistione need 
vfonder, for who knows not Her Royal Majefty during h|r life, by the incredible 
venturi of her royal navy, and valiant- foldiers and feamen, notwitbftanding all trea- 
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liifft^es at home, the prote£Hhg an4 deieoSing Fj^mxllS ahd]^llaM» j^ 

Ireland ; yet sdl .the ^oitld by fea aiid lahd'both feai^ ' d^^ t^tdmlrtd g<^ 

Queen Elizabeth. <#- Both to maintahi and increafe thm incdmjAtable -hlSDOur j[Go^ 
thau|^ed) to her mcomparable fuccelTor, our moft Royal Lord and^Sgvereign Kh% 
#am^, this great philofopher hath left this to Kis Maj^y and his kingdom’s confi- 
deradgn : that if the tenths of the earth be proper to God, it is alfo due by fea. The 
Kin^|S highways are common to pafs, btknot to dig for mines or any thing : fo Eng- 
I^hms coafts are free to pafs but not to fifh, but by HisJVlajefty’s prerogative. “ 

€ ,His Majefty of Spain permits none to pafs tlic Pope’s order for the Eaft and Weft 
dies, but by his perniillion, or at their perils ; if ail that world be fo juftly theirs, it 
is no injufticc for England to make as much tifc of Her own fliorcs as ftranger^^da, thit 
pay to their own lords the tenth, and not to the ov/ner of thofe liberties any thing to 
fpeak of, whofe fubjects may neither take nor fell any in their territories ; \yhich fmall 
tribute would maintain this little Navy Royal, and not coll His Majefty a penny, and 
yet maintain peace witii all foreigners, and allow them more couriefy than any nation 
*n the world affonla to England. It were a lhame to alledge, jthat ilolland is more 
worthy to enjoy our filhing as lords thereof, becaufe they have more flcill to handle it 
■than we, as they can our wool and unJreliod cloth, notwithftanding all their wars and 
troublefcme diforders. 

Togettnoney to build this navy, he faith, who would noffpare the one-hundredth 
penny of his rents, and tijo five-hundredth penny of his goods ; each fervant that 
taketh forty fliiilings wages, four-penes } and every foreigner of feven years of age, 
four-pence for feven years ; not any of thefe but they will fpend three times fir 
in pride, wanicnncfs, or forne fuperfluity; and do any men love the fecurity of their 
eftates, that of themlelvos would not be humble fuitors to His Majefty to do this of 
free v/ill as a voluntary benevolence, or but the on’e-half of this (or Ibme fuch other 
courfe, as I have prounded to divers of the companies), free from any conftrainr, 'tax, 
lottery, or impofition ; fo it may be as hont^ly and truly employed as it is projoded, 
the pooreft mechanic in this kingdom would gain by if. 'I'hcn you might build fliips 
of any proportion and numbers you plcafe, five times cheaper than you can do here, 
and have good merchandize for their freight in this unknown land, to the adwunce- 
of God's glory, his church and gofpel, and the ftrengthening and relief of a 
great part of Chriftendom without hurt to any, to the terror of pirates, the amaze- 
ment of enemies, the aftiftance of friends, the fecuring merchants, and fo much in- 
creafe of navigation, to make England’s trade and (hipping as much as any naftons in 
the world, befides a hur.dred other benefits, to the general good of all true fubjefts, 
and would caufc thoufands yet unborn to blefs the time, and ’all them that firft put it 
in prafticc. 

Now left it fiiouid be obfciired as it hath been to private ends, or fo weakly under- 
taken by our overweening incredulity, that ftrangers may polTels it, whilft \vc contend 
for New England's goods, but not England’s good ; i have prefented it, as I have 
faid, to the Prince and nobility, the gentry and commonalty, hoping at laft it will 
move the w'hole land to know it and confider of it j fince I can find them wood and 
half victuals, v’filh the aforefaid advantages : were this country planted, with what 
facility they may build and maintain this little navy royal, both with honour, profit, 
and content, and inhabit as good a country as any in the world within that parallel, 
w'hkh with my life and what I have, I will endeavour to elFecl, if God pleafe and you 
pirmit. But no man will g<^from>'hence to have lefs freedom there than here, nar 
adveiltui'e all they have to prepare the way for' them, will fcarcc thank them for it ; ' 
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End h |$tb(f iffieIliuiown tihere We 'been: fo many und^kas of patents^ and Jtck 
idiaring of them, as hath bred no lefs dUcpuragement than wonder to hearfiiiph 
promifes aiidjb little performance ; in tl^ interim, yon fee the French and Dutch 
already frequent it, and God forbid they in Virginia, or any of His Majefly’s fuc^e£i^ 
ihould not have as free libei^ as they. To conclude, were it not for Mr. Cherley, and 
a few private adventurers with them, what have wo there for all thefe inducements? As 
for them whom pride or covetoufnefs lullcth afleep in a cradle of llothful careleKhefat, 
would they but confider how all the great monarchies of the earth have been brought ’ 
to confufion, or but remember the late lamentable experiences of Conftantinople, and 
how many cities, towns, and provinces, in the fair rich kingdoms of Hungaria, Tram* 
fylvania, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and how many tboufands of princes, earls, ba- 
rons, knights, merchants, and others, ha\'e in one day loft goods, lives, and honours, 
or fold for Daves like bcafts in a market-place, their wives, children, and fervants flain, 
or w'andering they knew not whither, dying or .living in ail extremities of extreme 
miTerics and calamities, furcly they would not only do this, but give all they have 
to enjoy peace and liberty at home, or but adventure their perfons abroad, to pre- 
vent the conclufions of a conquering foe, who commonly aftaulteth, and beft pre- 
vaileth where he findeth wealth and plenty moft armed with ignorance and fecurity. 

Though the true condition of war is only to fupprefs the proud and defend the in- 
nocenf, as did that moft generous Prince Sigifinundus, Prince of thofe countries, 
agrinft tliem whom, under the colour of jufticeand piety, to maintain their fuperDuity 
t-'/'. u...bitious pride, thought all the world too little to maintain their vice, and undo 
them, or keep them from ability to do any thing that would not admire and adore their 
honours, fortunes, covctoufnels, falfehood, bribery, cruelty, extortion, and ingrati- 
tude, which is worfe than cowardice or ignorance, and ail manner of viienefs, clean 
contrary to all honour, virtue, umd noblenefs. 

John' Smith writ this with his own hand* 

Here follow certain notes and obfen'ations of Captain Charles Whitboume con- 
cerning Newfoundland, which although every mafter trained up in fiftiing can make 
their proportions of neceflaries according to their cuftora, yet it is not much amifs here 
to iiifert them, that every one which deftres the good of thofe adions know them allb. 
Befid^ in his book, entitled * A Difeovery of Newfoundland, and the Commodities 
thercoi,* you (hall find many excellent good advertifements for a plantation, and how 
that moft years this coaft hath been frequented with two hundred and fifty fail of His 
Majefty’s fubjeds, which fuppofing but fixty tons a-piece, one with another, they 
amount to fifteen thoufand tons, and allowing twenty-five men and boys to every bark, 
they will make five thoufand perfons, whofe labours return yearly to about one hun- 
dred and thirty. five; thoufand pounds fterling, befides the great numbers of brewers, 
bakers, coopers, Diip-carpenters, net-makers, rope-makers, book-makers, and the 
moft of all other mechanical trades in England. . 
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SMirH*S NEVr ENGLAND. 


The charge of fetting forth a Jh\p (f ane hundred tom with forty perfons^ both to make a 
fijhing voyage^ and increafe the plantation* 


^ j£» 

ImprimiS} 10,000 weightofbif- 

cuit, at 15s. a cwt. * 82 10 o 

s6 of beer and cyder, at 

53s. 4d. a tun, - i 6g 7 o 
2 HogflieadsofEngliih beef, 10 o o 

2 Hogfheads of Irilh beef, • 500 

j o Fat hogs, failed with fait, and 
calks, . - - • 10 10 o 

30 Bulhels of peafe, - -600 

2 Firkins of butter, - -300 

200 Weight of cheefe, - 2100 

I Bulhel of muftard, • 060 

1 Hogfliead of vinegar, • 150 

Wood to drefs meat withal, 100 

1 Great copper kettle,. - 200 

ft Small kettles, • -200 

2 Frying-pans, - -034 

Platters, ladles, and cans, - 100 

A pair of bellows for the cook, 026 
Taps, borers, and funnels, • o a o 

Locks for the bread-rooms, 026 

100 Weight of candles, > 2 10 o 

130 Quarters of lalt, at 2s. the 

bulhel, - - - 10 4 o 

Mats and dinnage to lie under 
it, - - - • 2 10 o 

S^lhovels, - - • o 10 o 

Particulars for the 40 perfons 
to keep 8 hlhing boats at fea, 
with 3 men in every boat, 
employs 24, and 500 feet 
of elm boards of an inch 
thick, 8s. each one, - 2 o o 

2000 Nails for the 8 boats, at 

13s. 4d. a 1000, - . j 6 8 

4000 Nalls, at 6s. 8d. a 1000, 168 

2000 Nails, at jd. a 100, - 080 

500 Weight of pitch, at 8s. a 

loo, « • - -200 

2000 of good orlop nails, - 250 

Afore for other fmall necedaries, 300 
A barrel of tar, - - o 10 o 

200 Weight of black oakum, 100 
Thrums for pitch maps, . 016 

Bowl^ buckets, a&d pumps, 100 


£. t. </. 

2 Brazen cocks,- - -200 

Canvas to make boat-fails and 
fmall ropes, at 25s. for each 
fail, - - - - 12 10 o 

1 o Rod • ropes, which con- 

tain 600 weight, at 30s. the 
too, - - - 10 o o 

12 Dozen of filhing-lines, -'600 
24 Dozen of hlhing-hooks, 200 
For fquid line, - -030 

For pots and liver maunds, 018 o 

Iron works for the boats’ rud- 
ders, - - - -200 

10 Kipnet irons, - - o 10 o 

Twine to make '^kipnets and 

gagging hooks, - -060 

10 good nets, at 26s. a net, 13 o o 

2 Saynes, a great and a lefs, 12 

200 Weight of fow-lead, - 100 

2 Couple of ropes for the fcans, 100 

Dry-fats to keep them in, - 060 

Twine for„llore, - -050 

Flalkets and bread* balkets, (=>15 o 

For hair cloth, - -1000 

3 Tuns of vinegar calk for 

water, - - - i 6 8 

1 Dozen of deal boards, - o 10 o 

2 Barrels of oatmeal, - 160 

100 Weight of fpikes, - 250 

2 Good axes, 4 hand-hatchets, 

4 drawers, 2 drawing irons, o 16 o 

3 Yards of woollen cloth for 

cuffs, - - > o 10 o 

8 Yards of good canvas, - o 10 o 

A Grindftoneor two, - 060 

2000 of poor-jobn to'fpend in 
going, - - 6 10 o 

1 Hoglhead of aqua-vitae, > 400 

4 Arm faws, 4 hand faws, 4 
thwart faws, 3 augers, 2 
crows of iron, 3 Hedges, 4 
Ihod Ihovels, a pick-axes, 4 
mattocks, and 4 hammers, 5 o ^ 

* 420 li o 

AU 


The total fum is 
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All thefe pn^fions the mtler or purfer is to be accountable \trhat is fpent and what is 
left, with thofe which (hall condnue^ere to plant | and of the forty thus providedffiv 
the voyage, ten may well be /pared to leave behind them, with j^ve hundred wa^t 
of bifcuit, fijfe hogiheads of cyder or beer, half a hogihead of beef, four Tides of dry 
bacon, four buihels of peafe^ half a firkin of butter^ half a hundred weight of cheefe, 
a peck of muflard'fced, a barrel of vinegar, twelve pounds of caridles, two pecks of 
oatmeal, half a hogihead of aqua>vitm, two copper kettles, one brafs crock, one frying- 
pan, a grindftone, and all the ‘hatches, wood-hooks, faws, augers, &c., aiid all other 
iron tools, with the eight boats and their implements, and /pare fait, and what elfe 
they ufe, not in a readinefs from year to year, and in the mean time ferved them to 
heIp4o build their houfes, cleanfe'land, imd further their fifliing whillt the ihips are 
wanting. 

By his eilimation and calculation thefe eight boats with twenty-two men in a fummer 
do ulually kill twenty-five thoufand filh for every boat, which may amount to two 
hundred thoufand, allowing a hundred and twenty filbes to the hundred ; fomedmes 
they have taken above thirty-five thoufand for a boat ; fo that they load not only their 
own Ihip, but provide great quantities for facks, or other fpare Ihipis which come 
thither only to buy the overplus : if fuch Ihips come not, they give over taking any 
more, when fomedmes there hath been great abundance, becaufe there are no fit 
houfes to lay them in dlf another year ; now -molt of thofe facks goeth empty thither, 
which might as well tranfpon men’s provifion and cattle at an cafy rate as nothing, 
either to New England or Newfoundland, but either to tranfport them for nothing, or 
pay"diiy great matter for their liberty to filli, will hardly effeft fo much as freedom as 
yet ; nor can this be put in pra'ftice, as 1 before faid, till there be a power there well 
planted and fettled to entertain and defend them, sifilfl; and relieve them as occafion Ihall 
require, otherwife thofe fmall divifions will eiFe£l little, but fuch miferable conclufions 
as both the French and we too long have tried to our colls. Now commonly twohundred 
thoufand filh will load a Ihip of one hundred tons in Newfoundland, but half fo many 
will near do it in New England, which carried to Toulon or Marl'eillcs, where the 
cullom is fmall, and the quintal lefs than nmety Englilh pounds^ weight, and the price, 
when leall, twelve Ihilliugs the quintal, which at that rate amounts to one thoufand 
three hundred and twenty pounds llerling ; and the Ihip may either there be difeharged 
or employed, as hath been faid, to re-freight for England, fo that the next year Ihe may 
be ready to go her filhing-vOyage again at a far cheaper rate than before. 

To this add but twelve tons of train-oil, which delivered in Newfoundland, is ten 
pounds the ton, makes one hundred and twenty pounds, then it is hard if there be not 
ten thoufand of core-filh, which alfo fold there at five pounds the thoufand, makes 
fifty pounds, which brought to England, in fome places yields near half fo much more ; 
but if at Marfeilles it be' fold for fixtecn pounds the quintal, as commonly it is, and 
much dearer, it amounts to one thoufand feven hundred and fixty pounds ; and 
if the boats follow the fifhing till the 1 5 th of Odlober, they may take eighty thoufand 
more,' which with their train in Newfoundland, at four pounds the thoufand, will 
amount to three hundred and twenty pounds, which added to one tho^and three hun- 
dred and twenty pounds, with one hundred and twenty pounds for oil, and ten thou- 
fand of core-fifh fifty pounds, and the overplus at Marfeilles, which will be four 
hundred and forty pounds, make the total two thoufand two hundred and fifty 
pounds, which divided in three parts, according to their cuflom, the vi£tualler hath for 
the former particulars, amounting to four hundred and twenty pounds, feven hundred 
and fifty-one pounds i fo all the charge defrayed, he gains three hundred and thirty- 
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one pounds eleven (hiUings ; thoi for the freight of the fliSp th^ is fevW hunzted and 
fifty>one pounds, and fo much for the mafter and lilb company j which con^anilg 
the voyages hath been made to New England, you may eafily find which is the better 
though both be ^ood. ' But now experience hath taught them at New Plymouth, that 
in April there is a fifli much like a herring that comes up into the fin^ brooks ,to 
fpawn, and where the water is not knee-deep, they will prefe up through your hands, 
yea, though you beat at them with cudgels, and in fuch abundance as is incredible, 
which they take with that facility, ^ey manure their land with them when they have 
occa'fion } after thofe the cod alfo prefleth in fuch plenty, even into the very harbours, 
they have caught fome in their arms, and hook them fo fall, three men oft loadeth 
a boat uf two tons in two hours, where- before they ufed molt to filh‘in>decp 
water. 


The prefent State of New Plpioutb. 

AT New Plymouth there is about one hundred and eighty perfons, fome cattle and 
goats, but many fwine and poultry, thirty-two •'dwelling-houfes, whereof feven were 
burnt the lalt winter, and the value of five hundred pounds in other goods ; the town 
is impailed about half a mile compafs. In the town upon a ^igh mount they have a 
fort well built with wood, loam, and Hone, where is planted their ordnance ; alfo a ^r 
watch-tower, partly framed for the fentinel: the place, it feerasjis healthful, for in thefe 
laft three years, notwithftanding their great want of moft neccffarics, there hat h n ot 
one died of the firft planters ; they have made a falt-work, and with that fait preleRTe 
the filh they take, and this year hath freighted a Ihip of one hundred and eighty tons, 
The governor is one Mr. William Radford ; their captain. Miles Standifh, a bred foldier, 
in Holland ; the chief men for their affiftance is Mr. Ifaac Alderton, and divers 
others, as occaiion ferveth ; their preachers are Mr. William Brultcr and Mr. John 
Layford. 

The moft of them live together as one family or houfchold, yet every man fol- 
loweth his trade and profellion both by fea and land, and all for a general ftock, out 
of which they have all their maintenance, until there be a dividend betwixt the planters 
aiiilk the adventurers. Thofe planters are not fervants to the adventurers here, but 
have only councils of directions from them, but no injunctions or command, and all. 
the mailers of families arc partners in land or whatfoever, fetting thrir labours againft 
the ftock, till certain years be expired for the diviftn: they have young men and boys 
for their apprentices and fervants, and fome of them fpecial families, as Ihip-carpenters, 
falt-makers, hfli-mafters, yet as fervants upon great wages. The adventurers which 
rsufed the ftock to begin and fupply this plantation were about feventy, fome gentle- 
men, fome merchants, fome handicrafts men, fome adventuring great Aims, fome 
fmall, as their eftates and afteCtion ferved. The general ftock already employed is 
about feven thoufand pounds, by reafon of which charge and many crofles, many of 
them would adventure no more, but others, that know fo great a deftgn cannot be 
effefted without both charge, lofs and croftes, are refolved to go forward with it to 
their powers, which deferve no fmall commendations and encouragement. Thefe 
dwell moft about London ; they are not a corporation, but knit together by a voluntary 
combination in a fociety without conftraint or penalty, aiming to do good and to plant 
religion; they have a prefident and treafurer, every year newly chofen by the moft 
voices, who ordereth the affairs of their courts and meetings, and with the s^ent of 
moft of them, undertaketh all ordmary bufineffes, but in more weighty a£F^, the 
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aflent of the wholfe company i/nquired. Hiere hath been fifliing this year upon 
the coail about fifty • Englifh ilups: and by Cape Anne there is a plantation a begin- 
nihg by the Dorcheiler men^ which^they hoW of thofe of New Plymouth, who al/cr 
by them haye fet up a filhing work ; fome^alk there is feme other pretended planta- 
tions, all whofe good proceedings the eternal God proteft and preferve. And thefe 
have been the true proceedings and accidents in thofe plantations. 

Now to make a particular relation of all the a£b and orders in the courts belonging 
unto them, of the annihilating old patents and proci^ng new, with the charge, pains, 
and arguments, the reafons of fuch changes, all the treaties, confultations, orations, 
and diflentions about the (haring and dividing thofe large territories, conhrming of 
counfeHors, elefting all forts of officers, diredions, letters of advice, and their anfwers, 
difputations about the magazines and impolitious, fuiters for patents, pofitions for 
freedoms, and confirmations with complaints of injuries here, and alfo the mutinies, 
examinations, arraignments, executions, and the caufe of the fo often revolt of the 
ravages at lai'ge, as many would have had, and it may be, fome do exped it would 
make more quarrels titan any of them would willingly anfwer, and fuch a volume as 
would tire any wife man but to read the contents ; for my own part, I rather fear the 
unpartial reader will think this rather more tedious than necelfary : but he that would 
be a praditioner in thofe ^ifairs, I hope will allow them not only needful but expedient: 
but however, if you pleale to bear with thofe errors I have committed, if God pleafe 
I live, my care and pains (hall endeavour to be thankful ; if I die, accept my good 
will : if any defire to be further fatished, what defed is found in this, they (hall find 
fupplied in me, that thus freely have thrown myfclf with my mite into the treafury of 
my country’s good, not doubting but God will ftir up fome noble fpirits to conlider 
and examine if worthy Columbus could give the Spaniards any fuch certainties for his 
defign, when Queen Ifabel of Spain, fet him forth with fifteen fail, and though Ipro- 
mife no mines of gold, yet the warlike Hollanders let us imitate but not hate, whofe 
wealth and ftrength are good teftimonies of their treafury gotten by fifliing; and New 
England hath yielded already by general computation one hundred thoufand pounds at 
the leaft. Therefore honourable and worthy countrymen, let not the meannefs of the 
word dillalte you, for it will aiford as good gold as the mines of Gu iana or 
Potofi, with lefs hazard and charge, and more certainty and fiicility. 
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TRAVELS IN CANADA; 


BY THE BARON LAHONTAN.* 


TO HIS GRACE WILLIAM DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE, 

Lord Steward of Her Majefty’s Hoiifliold, Lord Lieuteoaot of the County of Derby, Chief Juftice in 
Eyre of all Her Majefty’s Forefts, Chaces, Parks, tkc, Trent. North ; one of the Lords of Her 
Majefty’s Moft Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter. 

. My Loro, 

S INCE I had the honour to prefent the King of Denmark* with the firft part of 
this book, I prefumc to make a prefent of the latter to Your Grace. In making the 
firft dedication, I had no other inducement, than a due regard to the benefits 1 receiv’d 
from His Majefty’s frvour j and the fame motive with reference to Your Grace, has 
prompted me to make this acknowledgment of the undefervcd favours you kindly vouch- 
lafed me. 

^ I did not dare to launch out into the praife of His Danifii Majefty, who has a juft 
title to all fons of encomiums j by i^on that the little French I had ^s been forgot ' 
among a fort of people, that take panegyrics to be affronts. ’Ijs with the fame view, 
my Lord, that I decline the pleafure or publilhing thofe diftinguilhing qualities, that 
place Your Lordfliip at the head of the moft accompliihed Grandees of the world, and 
the moft zealous patriots of their country. 

1 am, with all gratitude and veneration. 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s moft humble, and moft obedient fervant, 

LAHONTAN. 


THE PREFACE. 

H aving flattered myfelf with the vain hopes of retrieving the King of France’s 
favour, before the declaration of this war, I was fo fturfrom thinking to put thefe 
letters and memoirs to the prefs, that I defigned to have committed ’em to the flames, 
if that Monarch had done me the honour of rdnftating me in my former places, with 
the good leave of*Meflrs. de Pontchartramf, the father and the ion. *Twas with that 
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The one Chanedlur of Fiance, and the other Secretary of State ; both of them vaftly rich. 
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view that I negledeti to put ’em in fuch a drefs as might now be wiihed for, for the 
fatisfadion of the reader that gives himfelf the trouble to perufe 'em. 

Between the fifte^th and uxteenth year of my age I went to Canada, and there 
took care to keep up a conftant correfpondenOc by letters with an old relation, who 
had required of me a narrative of the occurrences of that country, upon the account 
of the yearly afliftance he gave me. *Tis thefe very letters that make the greatell 
part of the firft; volume. They contain an account of all that pafs’d between the Eng- 
lilh, the French, the Iroquefe, and the other fat'age nations, from the year 1683 to 
1694. Together with a great many curious remarks, that may be of ufc to thofe who 
have any knowledge of the Englilh or French colonies. 

Thewhole is writ with a great deal of hdelity j for I reprefent things juft as they are. 

I neither flatter nor fpare any perfon whatfoever ; I attribute to the Iroquefe*, the 
glory they have purchafed on feveral occafions, though at the fame time I hate that 
rajjcally people, as much as horns and law-fuits. Notwithftanding the veneration I have 
for the clergy, I impute to them all the mifehief the Iroquefe have done to the French 
colonies, in the courfe of a war that had never been undertaken, if it had not been for 
the councils of thefe pious churchmen. 

The reader is defired to take notice that the towns of New York arc known to the 
French by their old names only, and for that reafon I was oblig’d to make ufe of the 
feme in ray letters, as well as my maps. They give the name of New York to all that 
country, that reaches from the fource of its river to the mouth, that is, to the ifland, 
upon which there ftands a city call’d in the time of the Dutch, Manathe, and now by 
the Englilh, New York. In like manner the plantation of Albany, that lies towards 
the head of the river, is call’d by the French, Orange. 

Farther j I would not have the reader to take it amifs, that the thoughts of the 
favages are fet forth in an European drefs. The occalion of that choice proceeded 
from the relation I correfponded with j for that honeft gentleman ridiculed the meta- 
phorical harangue of the Grangulaf ; and intreated me not to make a literal tranllation 
of a language that was fo ftutfed with fictions and favage hyperboles. It is for this 
reafon that' all the diicourfes and arguments of thofe nations are here accommodated to 
the European ftyle and way of fpeaking ; for having complied with my friend’s requeft, 

I contented inyfelf in keeping only a copy of the letters I writ to him, during my piU 
griraage in the country of thefe naked philofophers. 

It will rtot be improper to acquaint the reader, by the bye, that thofe who know my 
faults, do as little ju (lice to thefe people, as they do to me, in alleging I am a favage 
myfelf, and that that makes me fpeak lb favourably of my fellow-favages. Thefe 
obfervers do me a great deal of honour, as long as they do not explain themfelves, fo 
as to make me diredly of the fame character with that which is tacked to the word 
favage by the Europeans in their way of thinking ; for in faying only that I am of the 
fame temper with the favages, they give me, without defign, the character of the 
honcfteil man in the world. It is an uncontefted truth, that the nations which are 
not debauched by the neighbourhood of the Europeans, arc ftrangers to the meafures 
of tneum and tuum^ and to all laws, judges, and priefts. This cannot be called in 
queftion, fince all travellers that vifii thofe countries, vouch for its triuh ; and a great 
many of different profeflious have given the world repeated affurances that it is fo. 

Now this being granted, we ought not to fcruple to believe, that thefe are fuch wife 
« 

* Called by the Englifli in Kew York, Mahak. f See Letter 7th. 

and 
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and reafonable people. I take it, a man mud ^ quite blind wbo does not lee that 
the property of goM$ (I do not fpeak of the ingroiling of women) is the only fource 
of all the diforders that perplex the European focieties. Upon that coniideradon it will 
be eafy to perceive, that 1 have not fpoke wide in defcribing that wifdom and acutcncfs 
which Ihines through the words and adions of thefe poor Americans. If all the world 
had accefs to the books of voyages that are found in fome well-ftocked libraries, they 
would find in above a hundred deferiptions of Canada, an infinity of difeourfes and 
arguments offered by the favages, which are incomparably ftronger, and more nervous 
than thofe I have inferted in my memoirs. 

As for fuch as doubt of the inftinct and wonderful capacity of beavers, they need 
only to caft their eyes upon the great map of America, drawn by the Sieur de Ftr, and 
engraved at Paris in the year 1 698 j where they will meet with feveral furprizing things 
relating to thefe animals. 

While my book was printing in Holland, I was in England ; and as foon as it ap- 
peared, feveral Englilh gentlemen of diffinguiflicd merit, who underftand the French 
as well as their mother tongue, gave me to know, that the}^ would be glad to fee a 
more ample relation of the manners and culloms of the people of that continent, 
whom we call by the name of favages. This obliged me to communicate to thefe 
gentlemen the fubftance of the feveral conferences 1 had in ^at country with a certain 
Huron, whom the French call Rat. While I flayed at that American's village, I em- 
ployed my time very agreeably in making a careful collection of all his arguments and 
opinions ; and as foon as' I returned from my voyage upon the lakes of Canada, I 
fhewed my manufeript to Count Frontenac, who was fo pleafed with it, that he took^ 
the pains to aflifl me in digefling the dialogues, and bringing them into the order they 
now appear in : for, before that, they were abrupt conferences without connexion. 
Upon the folicitation of thefe Englifh gentlemen, I have put thefe dialogues into 
the hands of the perfon who tranflated my letters and memoirs : and if it had not 
been for their preffing inftances, they had never feen the light ; for there are but few 
in the world that will judge impartially, and without prepofl'eflion of fome things con- 
tiuned -in them. 

I have likewife entrufled the fame tranllator with fome remarks that I made in 
JJortogal and Denmark, when I fled thither from Newfoundland. There the 
»-eader will meet with a defeription of Lifbon and Copenhagen, and of the capital city of 
Arrngon. * 

To the tranflation of my firfl volume, I have added an exaft map of Newfoundland, 
which was not in the original. I have likewife correfted almofl all the cuts of the 
Holland i.mprellion, for the Dutch gravers had murdered them, by not underftanding 
their explications, which were all in French. They have engraved women for men, 
and men for women ; naked perfons for thofe that are clothed, and e contra. ' As for 
the maps, the reader will find them very exadl ; and I have taken care to have the 
trails of my voyages more nicely delineated than in the original. 

I underfland by lettfjrs from raris,that the two Meffieurs de Pontchartrain endeavour 
by all means to be revenged upon me for the affront they fay I gave them in publiihing 
jome trifling /lories in my book, that ought to have been concealed. I am likewife in- 
formed, that I have reafon to be apprehenfive of the refentment of feveral cccle/iaflics, 
who pretend I have infulted Godin cenfuring their condud. But fince I expefted 
jjothing lefs than the furious refentment both of the one and the other, when I put this 
to the prefs ; 1 had time enough to arm myfelf from top to toe, in order to make 

head 
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head againft them. It is my corafoij, that I have writ nothing but what I make good 
by authentic proofs ; befideS) that I could not have faid lefs of them than I have done; 
for if I had not ried myfelf up to the diref): thread of my difeourfe, I could have made 
digrefllons, in which the condudf both of the one and the other would have appeared 
to be prejudicial to the repofe of the fociety, and the public good* I had provocation 
enough to have treated them in that manner ; but my letters being addrefled to an old 
bigotted relation of mine, who fed upon devotion, and dreaded the influence of the 
court ; he ftill befeeched me to write nothing to him that might difoblige the clergy 
or the courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my letters. However, I have advice 
frotn Paris, that fome pedants are fet at work to lalh me in writing ; and fo I muft 
prepireto ftand the brunt of alhower of affronts, that will be poured upon me tn a few 
days. But it is no matter ; I am fo good a conjurer, that I can ward off any ftorm 
from the fide of Paris. I laugh at their threats ; and fince I cannot make ufe of my 
fword, ril wage war with my pen. 

This I only mention, by the by, in this my Preface to the Reader, whom I pray 
the Heavens to crown with profperity, in preferving him from having any buflnefs to 
adjuft with moft of the minifters of (late, and priefts ; for let them be never fo faulty, 
they’ll ffill be faid to be in the right, till fuch time as anarchy be introduced amongff: 
us, as well as the Americans, among whom the forryeft fellow thinks hirafelf a better 
man than a Chancellor of France. Thefe people are happy in being fereen’d from 
the tricks and fhifts of minifters, who are always mafters wherever they come. I envy 
the ftate of a poor favage, who tramples upon laws, and pays homage to no feeptre. 

I wifh I could fpend the reft of my life in his hut, and fo be no longer expofed to the 
chagrin of bending the knee to a fet of men that facriffee the public good to their 
private intereft, and are bom to plague honeft men. The two minifters of ftate I have 
to do with, have been folicited in vain, by the Duchefs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, 
Count Guifear, Mr. De Quiro§, and Count D’Avaux : nothing could prevail, though 
all that is laid to my charge confifts only in not bearing the affronts of a governor, 
whom they protefl; at a time when a hundred other officers who live under the impu* 
tation of crimes, infinitely greater than mine, are excufed for three months abfence 
from court. Now the reafon is, that they give lefs quarter to thofe who have the 
misfortune to difplcafe the two Meffieurs De Ponchartrain, than to fuch as afl con- 
trary to the King’s orders. 

But after all my misfortunes, I have this to folace me, that 1 enjoy in England a 
fort of liberiy that is not met with elfewhere: for one may juftly fay, that of all the 
countries inhabited by civilized people, this alone affords the greateft perfedbon of 
liberty ; nay, I do not except the liberty of the mind, for I am convinced that the 
Englilh maintain it with a great deal of tendernefs: fo true it is, that all degrees of 
flavery are abhorred by this people, who flicw •their wifdom in the precautions they 
take to prevent their finking into a fatal fervitude. 
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LETTER I. 

Dated at the Pon of Quebec, Nov. 8, 1685, 

Containing a Defcription of the Pajfage from France to Canada^ with fame Remarks upon 
the Coafsy Channels^ Ssfe., and the Variation of the Needle. 

Sir, 

I AM furprized to find that a voyage to the New World is fo formidable to thofe 
who are obliged to undertake it; for I folemnly proteft, that it is far from being what 
the world commonly takes it for. It is true the paffage is in fome meafure long,'- but 
then the hopes of viewing an unknown country, atones for the tedioufnefs of the 
voyage. When we broke ground from Rochelle, 1 acquainted you with the reafons 
that moved Mr. Le Fevre de la Barrc, governor-general of Canada, to fend the Si(‘ur 
Mahu, a Canadefe, to France ; and at the fame time gave you to know, that he had 
refolved upon the utter dellrudion of the Iroquefe, who are a very warlike and favage 
people. Thefe barbarians befriend the Englilh, upon the account of the fuccours 
they receive from them; but they are enemies to us, upon the apprehenfion of being 
deftroyed by us fome time or other. The General I fpokq of but now, expcdlcd 
that the King would fend him feven or eight hundred men; but when we fet out 
from Rochelle, the fealun was fo iar advanced, that our three companies of marines 
were reckoned a fufiicient venture. 

1 met with nothing in our pali'age that was difagrceable, abating for a fiorm that 
alarmed us for fome days, upon the precipice of the bank of Newfoundland, where 
the waves fwell prodigioully, even when the winds are low. In that ftorm our frigate 
received fome rude mocks from the fea ; but in regard that fuch accidents are ulual 
in that voyage, they made no impreffion upon the old fealbned failors. As for my 
part, I could not pretend to that pitch of indiiFerence, for having never made fuch a 
voyage before, I was fo alarmed in I'eeing the waves mount up to the clouds, that I 
made more vows to Neptune than the brave IdomciifEus did in his return from the 
wars of Troy. After we made the bank, the waves funk, and the wind dw'indled, 
aiyjkthe fea became fo fmooth and eafy, that we could not work our lliip. You can 
fcarce imagine what quantities of cod-fifli were caught there by our feamcn in the 
fpace of a quarter of an hour, for though we had thirty-two fathom water, yet the 
hook was no fooner at the bottom than the filh was caught, fo that they had nothing 
to do but to throw in and take up without interruption: but after all, fuch is the mif> 
fortune of this filhery, that it does not fuccccd but upon certain banks, which are 
commonly paft over without Hopping. However, as we were plentifully entertained 
at the colt of thefe fifhes, fo fuch of them at continued in the fea made fufiicient 
reprifals upon the corpfe of a captain and of feveral foldiers, who died of the feurvy, 
and were thrown overboard three or four days after. 

In the meantime the wind veering to the wcft-north-weft, we were obliged to lay by 
for five or fix days ; bqt after that it chopped to the north, and fo we happily made 
Cape Rafe, though indeed our pilots were at a lofs to know where we were, by 
rcafon that fhey could not tsdte the latitude for ten or twelve days before. You may 
cafily imagine that it was with great joy that we heard one of our Tailors call from the 
top-mail. Land, land, juft as St. Paul did when he approached to Malta, igu, 
riy ifu : for you muft know that when the pilots reckon they approach to land, they 
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ufe the precaatlon of folding up li41orB to the top-mad;, in order to fome difcovery, 
and thele failors are relieved every two hours till night comes, at which time they 
furl their lails if the land is not yet defcried, fo that in the night-time they fcarce 
make any way. From this it appears how important it is to know the coail, before 
you approach to it ; nay, the paiTengers put fuch a value upon the difcovery, that 
they prefent the firll difcovercr with fome piftoles. In the meantime you’ll be pleafed 
to obferve, that the needle of the compafs, which naturally points to the north, turns 
upon the bank of Newfoundland, 23° towards the north-wed, that is, it points there a 
degree nearewto the wed than north-north-wed. This remark we made by our com- 
pafs of variation. 

defcried the cape about noon, and in order to confirm the difcovery, dood in 
upon it with all fails aloft. At lad, being affured that it was the promontory we looked 
for, an univcrfal joy was fpread throughout the fhip, and the fate of the wretches that 
we had thrown overboard was quite forgot. Then the failors fet about the chridening 
of thofe who had never made the voyage before ; and indeed they had done it fooner, 
if it had not been for the death of our above-mentioned companions. The chridening 
I fpcak of, is an impertinent ceremony, praftifed by feafaring men, whofe humours 
are as Itrangc and extravagant as the element itfelf, upon which they fooHlhly trud 
themfelvcs. By virtue <>f a cudom of old dandmg, they profane the facrament of 
baptifm in an unaccountable manner. Upon that occaiion the old failors being 
blackened all over, and difguifed with rags and ropes, force the greener fort that have 
never pafled fome certain degrees of latitude before, to fall down on their knees, and 
to fwear upon a book of fea-charts, that upon all occafions they will pra&ife upon 
others, the fame ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them. After the ndminif- 
tering of this ridiculous oath, they throw fifty buckets full of ^'ater upon their head, 
belly, and thighs, and indeed, all over their bodies, without any regard to times or 
feafons. This piece of folly is chiefly practifed under the equator, under the tropics, 
under the polar circles, upon the bank of Newfoundland, and in the Streights of 
Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Dardanelles. As for perfons of note or charader, they 
are exempted from the ceremony, at the expcncc of five or fix bottles of brandy for 
the fliip’s crew. 

Three or four days after the performance of this folcmnity, we difeovered Cape 
Raye, and fo made up to St. Lawrence Bay, in the mouth of which we were becalmed 
for a little while, and during that calm we had a clearer and plcafantcr day than any 
we had feen in the pafTage. It looked as if that day had been vouchfafed us by way 
of recompence for the rains, fogs, and high winds that we encountered by the way. 
There we faw an engagement between a whale and a fword-filh*, at the diltance of a 
gun-fliot from our frigate. We were perfedly charmed when we law the fword-filh 
jump out of the water in order to dart its fpear into the body of the whale, when 
obliged to take breath. This entertaining Ihow lalled at lead two hours, fometimes 
to the Itarboard and fometimes to the larboard of the fhip. The failors, among whom 
fuperdition prevails as much as among the Egyptians, took this for a prefage of fome 
mighty dorm ; but the prophecy ended in two or three days of contrary winds, during 
which time we traverfed between the illand of Newfoundland and that of Cape Breton. 
Two days after we came in fight of the illand of Fowls, by the help of a north-ead 
wind, which drove us from the mouth of St. LawTence Bay to the lile of Anticodi, 

* Srpadon, a filh between ten and fifteen feet long, being four feet in circumference, and having in 
iti fiiouc a fort of faw which ia four feet long, four inwea broad, and fix lines thick. 
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upon the bank of vrhich we thought to have been cafl: away/ by nearing it too much. 
In the mouth of that river we fell into a fecond calm, which was followed by a con> 
trary wind, that obliged us to lie by for fome days. At lall we made Tadouflac, by 
gradual approaches, and there came to an anchor. 

This river is four, leagues broad where we then rode, and twenty-two at its mouth, 
but it contrads itfelf gradually as it approaches to its fource. Two days after the 
wind {landing eaft, we weighed anchor, and being favoured by the tide, got fafe 
through the channel of the Red Ifland, in which the currents are apt to turn a veifel 
on one fide, as well as at the iiland of Coudrcfs, which lies fome Idlgues higher. 
But upon the coaflof the laft illand, we had certainly {truck upon the rocks if we. had 
not dropped an anchor. Had the fhip been caft away at that place wc might eafily 
have faved ourfelves : but it proved fo, that we were more afraid than hurt. Next 
morning we weighed with a frefh gale from the eaft, and the next day after came to 
an anchor over againft Cape Tourniente, where we had not above two leagues over, 
though at the fame time it is a dangerous place to thofe who are unacquainted with the 
channel. From thence we had but feven leagues failing to the port of Quebec, where 
we now ride at anchor. In' our paflage from the Red Ifland t (3 tliis place, wc faw 
fuch floats of ice, and fo much fnow upon the laxid, that we were upon the point of 
turning back for France, though we were not then above thirti;’ leagues of]' our delireJ 
port. We were afraid of being flopped by the ice, and fo lofl ; but thank Gud we 
efcaped. 

We have received advice, that the governor has marked our quarters for our troops 
in fome villages or cantons adjacent to this city ; fo that I am obliged to prepare to go 
afliore, and therefore mufl make an end of this letter. I cannot as yet give you any 
account of the country, excepting that it is already mortally cold. As to the river, 
1 mean to give you a more ample defeription of it, when I come to know it better. 
We are informed that Mr. De la Salle is juft returned from his travels, which he 
undertook upon the difeovery of a great river that falls into the Gulf of Mexico, and 
that he embarks to-morrow for France. lie is perfectly well acquainted with Canada, 
and for that rcafon you ought to vifit him if you go to Paris this winter. I am. 

Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER II. 

Dated at the Canton of Beaupre, May 2, 1684, 

Containing a Defeription of the Plantations of Canada^ and the Manner in which they 
were jirji formed : as alfa an Account of the Tranfportation of Whores from France to 
that Country ; together with a View of its Climate and Soil, 

SlK, 

AS foon as we landed laft year, Mr. De la Barre lodged our three companies in 
fome cantons or (juarters in the neighbourhood of Quebec. The planters call thefe 
places Cotes, whic|^ in France fignifles no more than the fea-coaft ; though in this 
country, where the names of town and village are unknown, that word is niade ule of to 
exprefs a feignory or manor, the houfes of which lie at the diftance of two or three 
hundred paces one from another, and are feated on the brink of the river of St. Lau- 
rence. In earnelt, Sir, the boors of thofe manors liye with more eafe and ccmveniency 
than an infinity of the gentlemen in France. I am out indeed in calling them boors, for 
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that name is as Ktt!e known here as in*Spain ; whether it be that thejr pay no taxes, and 
enjoy the liberty of hunting and hifaing, or that the eafinefs of their life, puts them 
upon a level with the nobility. The pooreft of them have for arpents * of ground in 
front, and thirty or forty in depth: the whole country being a continued foreft of lofty 
trees, the ftumps of which mull be grubbed up before they can make ufe of a plough* 

It is true, this is a troublefome and chargeable talk at firll; but in a Ihort time after they 
make up their lolTesj for when the virgin ground is capable of receiving feed, it yields 
an increafe to the rate of an hundred-fold. Corn is there fawn in May, and reaped 
about the middle of September. Inllead of threlhing the fheafs in the held, they con> 
vey'tjiem to bams, where they lie till the coldeft fealbn of the winter, at vi'hich time the 
grain is more caTily difengaged from the ear. In this country they likewife fow peafe, 
which arc much elfeenied in France. All forts of grain are very cheap here, as well as 
butchers meat and fowl. The price of wood is alinoll nothing, in comparifon with the 
charge of its carriage, which after all is very inconfiderable. 

Moll of the inhabitants are a free fort of people that removed hither from France, and 
brought with them but little money to let up withal: the reft are thofewho were 
foldiers about thirty or forty years ago, at which time the regiment of Carignan was 
broke, and they exchanged a military poll for the trade of agriculture. Neither the 
one nor the other paid a«y thing for the grounds they polTefs, no more than the officers 
of thefc troops, wlio marked out to themfelves certain portions of unmanured and 
woody lands; for this vail continent is nothing elfe than one contiuucd foreft. The 
governors-gcneral allowed the officers three or four leagues of ground in front, with' as 
much depth as they plealed; and at the fame time the officers gave tl:c foldiers as much 
ground as they picafed, upon the condition of the payment of a crown per arpent, by 
M’ay of lief. 

After the reform of thefe troops, fcveral Ihips were fent hither from France, with a 
cargo of w'omen of an ordinary reputation, under the direction of fome old Hale nuns, 
wlx.) ranged them in three claffes. The veftal virgins were heaped up, (if I may fo 
fpeak) one above another, in three different apartments, wljcre the bridegrooms Angled 
out their brides, juft as a butcher does an ewe from amongft a flock of Iheep. In thefe 
three fcraglios, there was I'uch variety and change of diet as could fatisfy the molb 
whimfical appetites; for here was forac big, fome little, fome fair, fome brown, fome fat 
and fome meagre ; in Ane, there was luch accommodation that every one might 
be fitted to his mind: and indeed the market had fuch a run, that in flfteen days- time,, 
they were all difpofed of. I am tokl, that the fatteft went off belt, upon the apprehen- 
fion that thefe being Itfs aftivc, would keep truer to their engagements, and hold out 
better againlt the nipping cold of the winter: but after all, a great many of the he- 
ad venturers found themfelves millaken in their nieafures. However, let that be as it 
will, it affords a very curious remark, namely, that in fome parts of the world, to which- 
the vicious Kuropean women are tranfpbrted, the mob of ihofe countries does ferioully. 
believe that their flns arc fo defaced by the ridiculous chriftening I took notice of before, 
that they are looked upon ever after as ladies of virtue, of honour, and of untarnilhed- . 
condud of life. The i'parks that wanted to be married made their addreffes to the above 
mentioned governelfes, to whom they were obliged to give an account of their goods 
and cilates before they were allowed to make their choice in the three feraglios. 
After the choice was determined, the marriage was concluded upon . the fpot, in the 

* An arpcDt is a fpot of ground, containing one hundred, perclict fi^aare, each of which is eigUteeu 
fcet long. 
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prd*ei)ce of a prieft) and a public notary; an^ the next day the gOTemor*geheral 
beftowed upon the married couple a bull, a cow, a hog, a fow, a cock, a hen, two 
barrels of fait meat, and eleven crowns ; together with a certain coat of arms called by 
the Greeks * xtgulei. The officers having a nicer tafte than the foldiers, made their ap- 
plication to the daughters of the ancient gentlemen of the country, or thofe of the 
richer fort of inhabitants ; for you know, that Canada has been poffclTed by the 
French above an hundred years. 

In this country every one lives in a good and a well fumiffied houfe ; and moll; of 
the houfes are of wood, and two {lories high. Their chimnies are very large, by reafon 
of the prodigious fires they make to guard themfelves from the cold, which is /here 
beyond all meafure, from the month of December to that of April. During that fpace 
of time, the river is always frozen over, notwithftanding the flowmg and ebbing of the 
fea ; and the fnow upton the ground is three or four feet deep ; which is very ftrange 
in a country that lies in the latitude of 47* and fome odd minutes. Molt people 
impute the extraordinary fnow to the number of mountains with which this vaft con- 
tinent is replenifhed. Whatever is in that matter, I muft take notice of one thing, 
that feems very ftrange, namely, that the -fummer days are longer here than at Paris. 
The weather is then fo clear and ferene, that in three weeks time you fhall not fee a 
cloud in the horizon. 1 hope to go to Quebec with the firft opportunity; for 1 have 
orders to be in a readinefs to embark within fifteen days for Monreal, which is the 
city of this country, that lies fartheft up towards the head of the river. I am. 

Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. 

Dated at Quebec, May 15, 1684. 

' Containing an ample Defeription of the City of Quebec^ and of the If! and of Orleans, 
Sir, 

BEFORE I fetoutfor Monreal, I had the curiofity to view the ifland of Orleans, 
which is feven leagues in length, and three in breadth : it extends from over againft 
Qape Tourmente, to within a league and a half of Quebec, at which place the river 
divides itfelf into two branches. The fhips fail through the South Channel; for the 
North Channel is fo foul with Ihelves and rocks, that the fmall boats can only pafs that 
way. The ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France, who would make out of it a 
thoufand crowns of yearly rent, if himfelf had the management of it. It is furrounded 
with plantations that produce all forts of grain. 

Quebec is the metropolitan of New France, being almoft a league in circumference ; 
it lies in the latitude of 47" 1 2'. The longitude of this place is uncertain, as well as 
that of feveral other countries, with the leave of the geographers, that reckon you up 
one thoufand two hundred leagues from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the pains 
to meafure the courfe ; however, I am fure that it lies but at too great a diftance from 
France for the fhips that are bound hither ; for their paffage commonly lafts for two 
months and a half, whereas the homeward-bound fhips may in thirty or forty days failing 
eafily make the Belle Ifle, which is the fureft and moft ufual land that a fhip makes 
upon a long voyage. The reafon of this difference is, that the winds are eafterly for 
one hundred days of the year, and wefteriy for two hundred and fix ty. 


• Horns, 
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Quebec is divided into the upper a«d lower city. The merchants live in the latter, 
for the conveniency of the harbour : upon which they have built very fine houfes, three 
(lory high, of a fort of ftone that is as hard as marble. The upper or high city is full 
as populous and as well adorned as the lower. Both cities are commanded by a caftle, 
that (lands upon the higheft ground. This caftle is the refidence of the governors, an'd 
affords them not only convenient apartments, but the nobleft and moft extenfive profped; 
in the world. Quebec wants two effential things, namely, a key and fortifications : 
though both the one and the other might be eafily made, confidering the conveniency 
of (tones lying upon the fpot. It is incompaffed with fevcral fprings, of the beft frefh 
water in the world, which the inhabitants draw out of wells ; for they are fo ignorant 
of hydroftatics, that not one of them knows how to convey the water to certain 
bafins, in order to raife either flat or fpouting fountains. Thofe who live on the river- 
fidc, in the lower city, are not half fo much pinched with the cold as the inhabitants of 
the upper ; befides that the former have a peculiar conveniency of tranfporting in boats, 
corn, wood, and other neceffaries to the very doors of their houfes: but as the latter are 
more ex]>ofcd to the injuries of the cold, fo they enjoy the benefit and plcafure of a 
cooler Cummer. The way which leads from the one city to the other is pretty broad, 
and adorned with houfes on each fide ; only it is a little deep. Quebec (lands upon a 
very uneven ground ; an4 its houfes are not uniform. The intendant lives in a bottom, 
at fotnc (mail diftance from the fide of a little river, which, by joining the riv«' of St. 
Lawrence, coops up the city in a right angle. His houfe is the palace in which the 
fovercign council alfembles four times a week ; and on one fide of which we fee great 
magazines of ammunition and provifions. There arc fix churches in the high city: 
the cathedral confifts of a bilhop, and twelve prebendaries, who live in common in the 
chapter-houfe, the magnificence and architecture of which is truly wonderful. Thefe 
poor priefts arc a very good fort of people ; they content themfelvcs with bare necef- 
Caries, and meddle with nothing but the affairs of the church, where the fervice is per- 
formed after the Jloinan way. The fecond church is that of the Jefuits, which (lands 
in the center of the city ; and is a fair, (lately, and well lighted edifice. The great 
altar of the Jefuits’ church is adorned with four great cylindrical columns of one (lone; 
the (lone being a fort of Canada prophyry, and black as jet, without cither fpots or veins, 
Thefe fathers have very convenient and large apartments, beautified with pleafant 
gardens, and feveral rows of trees, which are fo thick and bulhy, that in fummer one 
might take their walks for an ice-houfe : and indeed we may fay without ftretching, 
that there is ice not far from them, for the good fathers are never without a referve in 
two or three places, for the cooling of their drink. Their college is fo fmall, that at 
the bed they have fcarcc fifty fcholars at a time. The third church is that of the Recol- 
lefls, who, through the interceflion of Count Frontenac, obtained leave of the King to 
build a little chapel, (which I call a church) notwithftanding the renionftrances of Mr, 
De Laval, our bilhop, who, in concert with the Jefuits, ufed his utmoft efforts for ten 
years together to hinder it. Before the building of this chapel, they lived in a little 
hofpital that the bilhop had ordered to be built for them j and fome of them continue 
there dill. The fourth church is that of the Urfelines, which has been burned down 
two or three times, and dill rebuilt to advantage. The fifth is that of the Hofpital- 
order, who take particular care of the (ick, though themfclves are poor, and but ill 
lodged. 

The fovereign council is held at Quebec. It confifts of twelve counfellors of Ca- 
paly de Spada who are the fupreme judicature, and decide all caufes without appeal. 

f fiee the e;cplication table. 
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The intendant claims a right of being prefideni^fo the council ; but in the juftice-haU 
the governor-general places hintfelf fo as to face him, the judges being fet on both 
fides of them, fo that one would think they are both prefidenis. While Monfieur ile 
Frontenac was in Canada, he laughed at the prehjnded precedency of the intendants ; 
nay, he ufed the members of that aifembiy as roughly as Cromwell did the parlia- 
ment of England. At this court every one pleads his own caufe, for folicitors or 
barrifters never appear there ; by which means it comes to pals, that law-iuits are 
-quickly brought to a period, without demanding court-fees or any other charges from 
the contending parties. The judges, who have but four hundred livres a year trom the 
King, have a diPpenfation of not wearing the robe and the cap. Belides this trib^inal, 
we have in this country a lieutenant-general, both civil and military, an attorncj'-geuc- 
ral, the great proved, and a chief-judice in eyre. 

The way of travelling in the winter, whether in town or country, is that of llc-dges 
drawn by horfes ; who are fo infenfible of the cold, that 1 have feen fifty or fixty of 
them in January and February dand in the fnow up to their bread, in the midd of a 
wood, without ever offering to go near their owner’s houfe. In the wrinter-time they 
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the ice, the river being then fro/, ' i over ; and 
upon that occadon thefe fledges will run you fifteen leagues a day. Otiuvs have tlicir 
fledges drawn by two madiff dogs, but then they are longer by the wny. As for their 
way of travelling in fuminer, 1 lhall tranfmit you an account of it, when I come to 
be better informed. I am told that the people of this country will go a thoufand 
leagues in canoes of bark ; a defeription of which you may exped, as foon as I have 
made* ufe of them. I’he eaderly winds prevail here contraonly in the fpring and au- 
tumn ; and the wederly have the afeendant in winter andfummer. Adieu, Sir : I mud 
now make an end of my letter, for my matter l>egins to run Ihort. All 1 can fay is, 
that as foon as I am better indruded in what relates to the commerce, and the civil 
and ecclefiadical government of the country, I will Vranfinit you fuch exad memoirs 
of the fame, as mall give you full fatisfadion. Thsfe you may exped with the rirfl; 
opportunity ; for in all appearance our troops will return after the conclufion of the 
campaign that we are now going to make in the country of the iroquefe, under the 
command of Monfieur de la Barre. In feven or eight days time I mean to embark for 
4Monreal ; and in the meantime am going to make a progrefs to the villages to the 
Scilleri, of Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are inhabited by the Abe- 
nakis and the Hurons. Thefe places are not above three or four leagues off ; fo that 
I may return with eafe next week. As for the manners of the people, I cannot pre- 
tend to deferibe them fo foon ; for a jud obfervation and knowledge of thefe things 
cannot be compaffed without time. I have been this winter at hunting with thirty or 
forty young Algonkins, who were well-made clever fellows.^ My defign in accompa- 
nying them was to learn their language, which is mightily edeemed in this count: > ; 
for all the other nations for a thoufand leagues round (excepting the Iroquefe and the 
Hurons) underdand it perfeftly well ; nay, all their cefpeftive tongues come as near 
to this, as the Portuguefe does to the Spanifh. I have already made myfelf mader of 
fome words with a great deal of facility ; and they being mightily pleafed in feeing a 
granger dudy their tongue, take all imaginable pains to indruft me. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

Dated atMonrcal, June 14, 1584. 

Containing a brief Defeription of the Habitations of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of 
Quebec : of the River of Saint Lemrence^ as far up as Monreal: of a curious 
way of fijhing Eels, and of the Cities ofFois Rivieres and Monreal ; together with an 
Account of the Condud of the Foreji Rangers* or Pedlars, 

\ 

jBEl'ORE niy departure from Quebec, I vifited the adjacent villages inhabited by 
the ravages. The village of Lorctc is peopled by two hundred families of Huroas, 
who were converted to ChriRianity by the Jefuits, though with a great deal of rcluc- 
tancy. The villages of Sillcry and of Saut de la Chaudiere, are compofed of three 
hundred families of Abenakis, who arc likewife ChriRians, and among whom the 
Jefuits have fettled luiRionaries. 1 returned to Quebec time enough, and embarked 
under the condud of a maRer, that would rather h;ivc had a lading of goods than of 
foldiers. 'J’he north-eaR winds wafted us in five or Rx days to Trois Rivieres, which 
is the name of a fmail city, fcated at the iliRance of thirty leagues from hence. That 
city derives its name from three rivers, that fpring from one channel, and after con- 
tinuing their divifion for forae fpaco, re-unite into a joint Rream, that falls into the 
river of Saint Lawrence, about half a quarter of a league below the town. Had we 
failed all night the tides would have carried us thither in two days time ; but in regard 
that the river is full of rocks and Rielves, we durR not venture upon it in the dark ; 
fo we came to an anchor every night, which did not at all difplcafe me ; for in the 
courfe of thirty leagues (notwithRanding the darknefs of the night) it gave me an 
opportunity of viewing an inhnite number of habitations on each Rdc of the river, 
which are not above a mu(ket-fhot diRaut one from another. The inhabitants that are 
fettled between Quebec and fifteen leagues higher, diverted me very agreeably with 
the fifhing of eels. At low water they Rretch out hurdles to the loweR water-mark ; 
and that I'pace of ground being then dry by the retreat of the water, is covered over 
and fliut up by the hurdles. Jietween the hurdles they place at certain diRances in- 
Rruments called ruches, from the rcfemblance they bear to a bee-hive ; befides bal- 
kets and little nets belagged upon a pole, which they call bouteux and bouts dc quie- 
vres. Then they let alt Rand in this faRiion for three months in the fpring, and two 
in the autumn. Now as often as the tide comes in, the eels looking out for fliallow 
places, and making towards the fhorc, croud in among the hurdles, which hinder them 
afterwards to retire with the ebb-water ; upon that they are forced to bury theinfclves 
in the above-mentioned engines, wliich are fometimes fo overcrammed, that they break. 
When it is low water the inhabitants take outthefe eels, which are certainly the biggeR 
and the longeR in the world. They fait them up in barrels, where they will keep a 
whole year without fpoiling ; and, indeed, they give an admirable relifli in all fauces ; 
nay, there is nothing that the council of Quebec defires more, than that this filhery 
Riould be equally plentiful in all years. * , 

Trois Rivieres is a little paltry town, feated in the latitude of 46° j it is not fort> 
fied neither with Rone nor pales. The river to which it owes its name takes its rife an 
Jiundred leagues to the north- weR, from the grcateR ridge of mountains in the uni* 

* Coiircurs dc Dois. See the expllcallon laldc. 

M M 
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verfe. The Algonkins, who are at prefent an ci^atic fort of favages, and, like the 
Arabs, have no fettled abode ; that people, I fey, leldptn draggle far from the banks 
of thiM||gMM|M||M||^ beaver>buntlng. In former times the 

lroqu«|^^HHHHM||^|p I^km ; but they have not dared to renew their 
'i he higher up upon the 

is a little town, with reference to the 
they are very tich, and live in (lately 
gff A governor, who would die lor hunger, 
tvhw his fmall allow anc(‘ is out : bc< 
like Dsmpi'r with a dog, or at louft 
die {basfttc there more numerouv'than 
wk.m of place make the bed fol- 

. ‘ 

WO IMA ^ Mr^s tak«^ whkh is fix leagues long, and 
I for the fomoeBt OMhllo obliged us to call anchor 

ret ik foor ifoers that aboiihd inth (ilh ; upon the mouth 
, with ttijf ttdel^pc fery due houfew Towards the evening we 
;)|il:e idth Al^ cmerlf gtfof ^ though we hoilled up all our 
i|i {b ftytpg t^iaioft us« that it wae thre^ hours before we could 
etas two (toatl leagues SordI is a canton of four leagues in 
Jwirfaood'wf whtchy a cIrtsStt river conveys the waters ol Cham* 
iverof Sti litwnencet after having formed a water-tall of two kagues 
^ we retfoon but eight ieagoei fi'on 3orel to Monreal, yet we 
aifing becaredi thei^ hy reafoto partly of flack wuu's, and partly 
the cmreiMia feithii eourfe we few nothing but ill mds ; and both 
all alottgi'lfpa Quebec to this place, are fo rcplcmlhcd with mha- 
\mf them two cpibtinded villages of lixty leagues in 

1 # * 

goes by ttfoname of '\l111emaric, or Monreal, lies in the latitude 
^ iesi being feated in an ol the fame name, winch is about 
fourteen kagues long. The diredors of the feminary oi bamt 
lire the proprietors of the ifiand^ and have the nomination of a 
B^er magilwues f jpay, in former times, they had the privilege ol 
~nor. This Unfo town lies dU open vnthout any fortification either 
'bothafituadmi fo-4b advantageous, notwithdanding that it (lands 
upon a »]a || M (iniW(iiM» gtbittMiL Ifoglt tifight ea^ly be made an impregnable pod. 

from hence every year (evcral canoes foil of merchandize, which they difpole of 

, among 
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minong all the favage nations of thexontinent, by way of exchange for beaver (kins. 
Seven or eight days ago I faw twenty-five or thirty of thefe canoes return with heavy 
■cargoes ; each J^noe was managed by two or three men, and carried twenty hundred 
weight, /. c. forty packs of beaver (kins, which are worth a hundred crowns a-piece, 
I'hcfe canoes had been a year and eighteen months out. You would be amazed if you 
faw how lewd thefe pedlars are when they return ; how they feaft and game, and how 
prodigal they are, not only in their cloaths, but upon women. Such of them as are 
married have the wifdom to retire to their own houfes ; but the bachelors aft juft as 
our Eaft Indiamcn and pirates are wont to do ; for they lavifti, cat, drink, and play 
all^way, as long as the goods hold out ; and when thefe are gone, they even fell their 
emD.«)idcry, their lace, and their cloaths. This done, they are forced to go upon a 
new voyage for fubfiftence. 

The direftors of the feminary of St. Sulpitius, take care to fend milfionaries hither 
from time to time, who live under the direftion of a fuperior, that is very much refpec- 
ted in the country. They have apartments allotted for them in a ftately, great, and 
pleafant houfe, built of freeftone. This houfe is built after the model of that of St. 
Sulpicc at Paris, and the altar ftands by itfelf, juft like that at Paris. Their feignories 
or cantons that lie on the fouth fide of the ifland, produce a confiderable revenue ; for 
the plantations are good, and the inhabitants are rich in com, cattle, fowl, and a thou« 
fund other commodities^ for which they find a market in the city ; but the north part 
of the ifland lies wafte. Thefe direftors would never fuffer the Jefuits or Recollefts to 
difplay their banners here ; though it is conjeftured that at the long run they will 
be forced to confent to it. At the diftance of a league from the town, 1 faw at the 
foot of a mountain, a plantation of Iroquefe Chriftians, who are inftrufted by two 
priefts of the order of Sulpitius ; and I am informed of a larger and more populous 
plantation on the other fide of the river, at the diftance of two leagues from hence, 
which is taken care of by Fatho* Bruyas the Jefuit. I hope to fet out from hence, as 
foon as M. de la Barre receives advice from France ; for he defigns to leave Quebec 
upon the arrival of the firft (hip. I refolve to go to Fort Frontenac, upon the lake 
that goes by the fame name. If 1 may credit thofe who have been formerly in aftion 
againft the Iroquefe, 1 fhall be able upon my return from this campa^, to inform 
you of fome things that will feem as ftrange to you, as they will be dilagreeable to 
myfelf. 

1 am. Sir, yours, &c* 


L E T T E R V. 

Dated at Monreid, Jun$ r8, 1684. 

In •mhich is contained a Jhort Account of the Iroquefe^ with a View <f the War and Peace 
they made with the French ^ and of the means by which it was bre^bt about. 

Sir, 

I WROTE to you but four da^s ago, and did not think to have heard from you fo 
foon ; but this morning I met with a very agreeable furprifal, in receiving a packet 
addrefl'ed to me by your brother. You may be fure I was infinitely well plealed, in 
being given to underftand what has pafied in EuroM fince 1 left it. Iliq knowledge 
of the affairs of Europe is comfortable to one that is doomed to another world, fuch 
as this is j and 1 cannot but acknowledge myfelf infimtely indebted to you, for the 

MM2 cxaftnels 
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cxaclnefs of your intelligence. Inafmuch as yojj require of me an Recount of tfic 
Iroquefe, and would have me to prefent you with a juft view of their terri^ier and govern- 
ment ; 1 would willingly fatisfy and oblige you in that or any other point : but in regard 
that I am obliged to fet out for Fort Frontenac the day after to-morrow, 1 have not 
time to inform myfelf of things, or to confuit thofc who have been in the country be- 
fore : fo that all 1 can do at prefent, is only to acquaint you with what 1 have learned 
this winter, from perfons that have fojourned twenty years among them. As foon as 
1 have an opportunity of enlarging my knowledge upon that head, by a more imme- 
diate converfation with themfclves, you may afliire yourfcif that 1 will impart it to you. 
In the mean time be pleafed to accept of what follows. 

Thefe barbarians are drawn up in five cantons, not unlike thofc of the SotITcs. 
Though thefe cantons are all of one nation, and united in one joint iniereft, yet they 
go by different names, viz. the Tfonontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onnotagues, the 
Onoyouts, and the Agnies. Their language is almoft the lame, and the five village ; 
or plantations in which they live, lie at thf diftance of thirty leagues one from another, 
being all feated near thefouth fide of the lake of Ontario, or of Ffonteiiae. Every year 
the five cantons fend deputies to alllft at the Union fcaft, and to I'moak in the great 
calumet, or pipe, of the live nations. Each village or canton contains about fourteen 
thoufand fouls, i. c. fifteen hundred that bear arms, tw'o thoufynd fiiperanmiated men, 
four thoufand women, two thoufand maids, and four thoufand children : though in- 
deed fome will tell you, that each village has not above ten or eleven thoufand fouls. 
There has been an alliance of long ftanding between thefe nations and the Englifli, and 
by trading in furs to New York they are fupplied by the Englifli with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and all other necefl'aries at a cheaper rate than the I'rcnch can afford them at. 
They have no other confideration for England or France, than what depends upon the 
occafion they have for the commodities of thefe two nations ; though after all they give 
an over-purchafe, for they pay for them four times mofe than they are worth. I'hey 
laugh at the menaces of our kings and governors, for they have no nothm of depend- 
ance, nay, the very word is to them infupportable. 'I’he look upon themfclves as 
fovercigns, accountable to none but God alone, whom they call the Great Spirit, 'fhey 
waged war with us almoft always, from the firft fettleraent of our colonies in Canada, 
the firft years of the Count of Frontenac’s government. Mellicurs dc Courfelles 
and de Traci, both of them governors-gencral, made head againlt the Agnies upoti the 
Champlain Lake, in winter as well as in fuinmer ; but they could not boaft of any 
great fuccefs. They only burnt their villages, and carried off’ fome hundreds of their 
children, of whom the above-mentioned Iroquefe Chriftians arc fprung. It is true, they 
cut oft ninety or an hundred warriors ; but in coinpcnfation for that, feveral Cana- 
dans, and levend foldiers of the regiment of Carignan, being unprovided agtunft the 
unfuiferable cold of the climate, loft their limbs, and even their life itfelf. Count 
Frontenac, who fucceeded M. Courfelle, perceiving that the barbarians had the ad- 
vantage of the Europeans, as to the waging of war in that country ; upon this appre- 
henfion, 1 fay, he declined fuch fruitlefs expeditions, which were very chargeable to 
the King, and ufed all his efforts to dlfpofe the favages to a fincere and lafting peace. 
This judicious governor had three things in view : the firft was to encourage the 
greateft part of the French inhabitants, who would have abdicated the colony, and 
returned to France, if the war had continued, llis fccond topic was, that the conclu- 
fion of a peace would difpofe an infinity of people to marry, and to grub up the trees, 
upon which the colony would be better peopled and enlarged. The third argu- 
ment that diff'uuded liim from carrying on the war, was a dcfigii of purfuing the 

difeovery 
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difcovery of the lakes, and of the favages that live upon their banks, in order to fettle 
a commtTce with them, and at the fame time to engage them in our interefts, by good 
alliances, in cafe of a rupture with the Iroquefe. Upon the confidcration of thefe 
reafons, he fent fome Canadans by way of a formal embafly to the Iroquefe ^villages, in 
order to acquaint them, that the King being informed that a groundlefs war was 
carried on againft them, had fent him from France to make peace with them. At the 
fame time the ainbafladors had orders to ftipulate all the advantages they could obtain 
with reference to the commcM ce. The Iroquefe heard this propol'al with a great deal 
of fatisfailion ; for (’.harles II. King of England, had ordered his governor in New 
Yo^^ to reprefent to them, that if they continued to wage war with the I'rench, they 
were >uincd, and that they would find themfelves crufhed by the numerous forces that 
were ready to fail from France. In ell’ecl, they promifed to the ambafladors that four 
hundred of their number lliould meet C’ount Frontenac, attended by an equal number 
of his men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now ftands. Accordingly, fome months 
after, both the one and the other met at the place appointed, and fo a peace was con- 
cluded. M. de la Salle was very ferviceable to this governor, in giving him good and 
foaf 'liable advice, which I cannot now enter upon, being obliged to make fome pre- 
parations for my voyage. When the campaign is over, you may expetl to hear from 
me. In the mc;m time, ^ 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

LETTER VI. 

Dated at Monreal, June 20, 1684. 

Bcin^ a)i ampk Defeription of the Canoes made of Jiirrh-Iiark, in ivbich the Canadans 
perform all their Voyages ; ‘anfjj an Jecount uj the Manner in -lehieh they are made 
and managed. 

Sir, 

I THOUGHT to have fot out as this day; but in regard that our complement of 
great canoes is not yet brought up, our voyage is put oil' for two days. Having fo much 
ieifure time upon my hands, I have a mind to employ it in prefenting you with a fltort 
view of thefe flendcr contrivances in which the (’anadans perform all their voyages : 
and this will furnilh you an idea of the voiture of this country. 1 faw but now above 
an huiulreil canoes, fome great and feme little ; but confidering that the former are 
only proper for martial expeditions, and long voyages, 1 lliall confine my defeription to 
that fort. Even the great ones are of diilcrent fixes ; for they run from ten to twenty- 
ciglu feet long. Iiuieed the leaft of ail hold but two perfons fet upon their breech, as 
in a codin, and are apt to overfet, if the palfengers move to one lido or the other : but 
tiiofe of a larger fixe will eafily alt'ord lUnvagc for fourteen perfons ; though they are 
commonly rnanneil only with three men, when they are employed in tranfpurting pro- 
vilions and merchandize ; and even then they will carry twenty hundred weight. The 
largelt i'ort are fafe and Ifeady, when they arc made of the bark of the birch-tree, which 
comes olF with hot water in tlte winter time. The grcatelf trees alFonl the bell barks 
for canoes ; but oftentimes the bark of one tree is not fulllcient. The bottom of the ’ 
boat is all of one piece, to which the fidcsarc fo artfully fevved by the favages, that the 
wliole boat appears as one continued bark. They are trimmed anil Ilrcngthened with 
wicker wreaths, and ribs of cedar wood, which are ulmoit as light as cork; the wreaths 

8 are 
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areas thick as a crown»piece ; but the bark has me thicknels of two crowns, and the 
ribs are as thick as three. On the two fides of tire boat there run from one end to the 
other two principal head>bars, in which the ends of the ribs we enchafed, and in which 
the fpars sife made fall, that run acrofs the boat and keep it compa£l. Thefe ^ats have 
twenty inches in depth, that is from the upper edge to the platform of the ribs ; their 
length extends to twenty-eight feet, and the width at the middle rib is computed to be 
four feet and a half. They are very convenient upon the account of their extreme 
lightnefs, and the drawing of very little water ; but at the fame time, their brittle and 
tender fabrick, is an argument oi an equivalent inconveniency ; for if they do but touch 
or gnite upon ilone or land, the cracks of the bark fly open, upo n which the water gets 
in, and fpoils the provifions and merchandize : every day there is fome new chink or 
feara to be gummed over. At night there are always unloaded, and carried on Ihore, 
where they are made fall with pegs, left the wind ftiould blow them away ; for they are 
fo light that two men carry them upon their (boulders with eafe. This conveniency of 
lightnefs and eafy carriage renders them very ferivceable in the rivers of Canada, which 
are full of cataracts, water-falls, and currents: for in thefe rivers we are obliged cither 
to tranfport them over-land where fuch obftrudtions happen, or. elfe to tow them along 
where the current is not over rapid, and the fhore is acceflible. Thefe boats are of no 
ufe for the navigation of lakes ; for the waves would fwallow them up, if they could 
not reach the Ihore when a wind arifes. It is true the inhabitants venture in them for 
four or five leagues from one ifland to another ; but then it is always in calm weather, 
and nothing is made ufe of but oars ; for befides the rifque of being over-fet, the goods 
are in danger of being damaged by the water, efpecially the furs which are the moft 
valuable part of the cargo. When the feafon ferves, they carry little fails; but if the 
wind be but a little brilk, though they run right afore it, it is impolliblc to make any ufe 
of it without running the rilk of fhipwreck. If their courfe lies dire£lly fouih, they 
.cannot put up fail without the wind ftands at one of the eight points, betwetm north-well 
and north-eaft ; and if a wind happens to fpring any where elfe, (unlefs it', comes from 
the land which they coaft along) they are obliged to put into the Ihore witl> all polllble 
expedition, and unload the boat out of hand till fuch time as a calm returns.'^ 

As for the working of thefe boats, the canoe-men ply fometimes on tljieir knees, 
k namely, when they run down the fmall water-falls ; fometimes ftanding when they 
ftem a current, by fetting the boat along with poles, and fometimes fitting, viz. in 
fmooth and flagnating water. The oars they make ufe of are made of n'..iaple-wood, 
(there is a rude print in the original.) The blade of the oar is tw.'enty inches 
long, fix inches broad, and four lines thick, the handle is about three, foot long 
and as big as a pigeon’s egg. When they have occafion to run up rjgainft rapid 
currents, they make ufe of poles made of pine-wood, and the fetting of the.': boat along 
with thefe is what they call piquer de fond. The canoes have neither fterr'i nor prow, 
‘ for they run to a point at both ends, neither have they keels, nails, or ^regs, in the 
whole uruflure. The fteerfman, or he who conns the boats, rows without Ljuterruption 
as well as the reft. The common purchafe of fuch a boat is eighty cro«/ns ; but it 
does not laft above five or fix years. 

'rhis day 1 have received advice that M. de la Barre has raifed the mil uia in the 
aeighbourhooil of Quebec, and that the governor of this ifland has received (orders to 
have that of the adjacent cantons in readinefs to march. ‘ 

7 1 am, Sir, yc^mrs, &c* 
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LETTER VIL 

Dated at Monrcal, Nov. 2, 1684. 

p tf the River of St, Lawrence y from Monreal to the fit ft great 
tida f with the Water fr Us y Catara£tsy and Navigation of that lim r as 
rontenacy and the Advantages that accrue fiom it. Togtiher with a cinum- 
the Expedition of M. de la BartCy the govunot-gaicral, a^nitt/l 
speeches lie madly the Repins he tcceivedy and the final Aicmmoda- 
trcncc. 


■ rampaign, and 1 am now returned in fafety to 

iflory ot our campaign, be picafed to know th;|t; 
my lail, I embarked on board of a csQoe that 
ii« Every canoe contained «wq 
f me liTerti& we anived'ftt'l^utt de i 
||ink'%&tcr.fall> bdt £>: 
water up to their middle^ b ordef ^ 

|[uarter of a league. X^e 

agues up lihi rivert a&djM 

Ud the Cafeades, where we were forced to tuin 
out and carry our boats and baggage overland about half a quarter of a league. It is 
true, we might have towed our boats againll the ifream m this place with fome 
labour, but ihtrc was a cataiad: a little above it, which they rail le Caiarafteduliou. 

I had taken up a notion that the qnly difficult) of lading up the ri\er coiifid^d in the 
tiouble ot land-can lage: but when I came to be a Ipecbior of the matter, I found 
that the Hemming of the cuiuiits wlicther m towing of the t moes, or m fctting them 
along with pokb was equal!) iaboiious. About hve or fix leagues higher we <3EjQ3c ta 
the water-falls cilled Saut5> dcs (Vdres, and du Buiflon, where we weru btf Id 
tianlport our boats five hundred paces overland. Some leagues abol»lMfr Wt 
•nteied the kike ot St, l''i.miis, which is faid to be twenty le.igues in circld[M|lbKSp|N^ 
and having ci oiled it, met with as Itrong currents as before, particularly it R 
talk 1 Loo Saut, where we had ncourle to land-carriage for half a leagttl^ ThfTI 
we wete li iced to dtag up the boats againff the rapid iticam, and aftter t ffjnsif. 
of fatigue ranio at lilt to a pafs called la Galcte, fium whence we hpt fbctitjr 
Icaguis lulling to I’oit Front eiiac. This, pafs was the lall difficulty we hfMi lo blK 
mount, lor aboic it thi water was as Hill as that of a pool, and then Ottf WUenjaMti' 
plied with their u?is initead of poles. 

'1 he Mannguuins, which we call Midges, are unfufferabb^jthMlblefiHne b 
countries of C.tnada. We w’cre haunted with fuch cloudu m thtJW, that 
to be iat up, anil finoking being the only artifice that could kciw them remedy 

was worfe than the difeafe : in the night-time the peofda 
in bowers or aibotusj made after the foUowbg tnaiUKr^ 
flakeo or little bninchb of trec^, at a 

a Icmicircular figure , ^ which they put a quilt and bfid^knAi^f cove 
tntw ^ that fal||p||<o«» ground oaWf 

We 
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We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty (ktys failiup, and immediately upon our 
arrival, M. Duta, our cormnander-iu-chief, viewed the fortifications of tile place, and 
three large barks that lay at anchor in the port. We rc'paired the foitifications in a 
•very little time, and fitted up tht; three barks. This ion was a fquare, cotififiing of 
large curtains flanked witli four little baftions ; thele flar.ks had but two banleinentSf 
and the walls were fo low, that one might cafily climb upon them without a liddcr. 
After M. de la Salle concluded the peace with the Iroquefe, the King bellowed upon 
him and his heirs the property of this place : hut he was fo negligent, that inftead of 
enriching himfelfby the commerce it might have alfordod, he was confulerably out of 
pocket upon it. 'I'o my mind this fort is fituated vc’'y advantagcoully lor a'*trade 
with the five Iroquefe nations, for their villages lie in the neighbourhood of fhe lake, 
upon which they may tranfport their furs in canoes with more cafe than they can 
caiT)' them overland to New York. In time of war I take it to be indefenfible, for 
the catarads and currents of the river arc fuch, that fifty Iroquefe may there flop 
five hundred French, without any other arms but flones. Do hut confider. Sir, that 
for twenty leagues together the river is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the canoe four 
paces off the Ihorc ; befides, Canada being nothing but a forelt, as I intimated above, 
it is impolfiblc to travel there without falling every foot into ambufeades, cfpecially 
upon the banks of this river, which are lined with thick vvoeJs, that render them inac- 
ccflible. None but the favages can Ikip from rock to rock, and fcour through the 
thickets as it were an open field. If we were capable of fuch adventures, wc might 
march five or fix hundred men by land to guard the canoes that carry the provifions ; 
but at the fame time it is to be confidored, that before they arrivedat the fort, they would 
confume more provifions than the canoes can carry, not to mention that thi- Irocjucie 
would Hill out-number them. As to the particulars relating to the fort, I fliall lake 
notice of them when I come to give a general dei'criptlon of New France. 

While w'e continued at Fort 1‘Vontejiac, the Iroquele who live at Gancouflo and 
Ouentc, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues from thence, threw in uj>ou us harts, 
roebucks, turkies, and filh, in exchange for needles, knives, powder and ball. 
Towards the end of Auguft, M. dc la Barrc joined us, but he was dangeroully ill of 
a fever, which raged in like manner among moft of his militia, fo that only our three 
Companies were free from ficknefs. l ids fever was of the iutennitting kind, and the 
ccmvulfive motions, tremblings, and frequency of the* pulfe that attended the cold fit, 
were fo violent, that niofl. of our fick men died in the fecotid or third fit ; their blood 
was of a blackifh brown colour, and tainted with a fort of ycllowilh ferum, not unlike 
pus or corrupt matter. M. dc la Barre’s phyfician, who, in my opinion, knew as 
little of the true caufes of fevers as Hippocrates or Galt n, and a hundred 'thoufand 
befides ; this mighty phyfician, 1 fay, pretending to trace the caul'e of the fever I now 
fpeak of, imputed it to tin; unfavourable qualities of the air and the aliment. His 
plea was, that the exceflive heat of the feafon put the vapours or t^xiialations into an 
over-rapid motion; that the air was fo over-rarifiod, that wc did not fuck in a fuflicient 
quantity of it, that the finall quantity we did receive was loaded with infedfs and 
impure corpufculums, which the fatal neceflity of refpiration obliged us to fvvallow, 
and that by this means nature was put into difordcr : he added, that the ufc of 
brandy and fait meat foured the blood, that this fournefs occafioned a fort of coagula- 
tion ol the chyle and blood, that the coagulation hindered it to circulate through the 
heart wuh a due degree of celerity, and that thereupon there cnfiied an extraordinary 
fermentation, which is nothing elfe but a fever. But after all, to my mind, this 
gcutlemait’s lyllcm was too much upon the Iroquefe ftrain ; for at that rate the dil- 

tcinper 
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temper maft have fazed all without mftin^on, whereas neither our foldkacs nor the 
feafoned .Canadans were troubled with it, , for it raged only among the militia* , who 
b^g unacquainted with, the way of fetting the boats vdth poles, were forced at 
turn 0 get Wo the water and drag them up agunlt the rapid flream: now, the w|itezs 
of ihat country being naturally cold, and the heat being exceilive, the blood might 
thereupon freeze by way of antiperi^fis, and fo occ^on the fever I fpeak of, puy* 
fuaht to the common maxim, omnis repentina mutatio eji pericul^a, Le. <Allfuddea 
changes are of dangerous confequence.* 

As foon as M. de la Barre recovered, he embarked in order to continue his march, 
though he might have eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen days at that 
fort, wlven the feafon was fo far advanced, he could not pretend to compais the end 
of his expedition. We rowed night and day, the weather being very calm, and in five 
or fix days canie before the river of I^amine, where we were forced to put in upon the 
apprehenfion of a fiorm. Here we met with a canoe that M. Dulhut had fent from 
Mifiilimakinac, with advice, that purfuant to orders he had engaged the Hurons, 
Outaouas, and fome other people, to joinjhis army ; in which he had above two 
hundred brave foreft rangers*. This news was very acceptable to M. de la Barre ; 
but at the fame time he was very mu^h perplexed } for I am perfuaded he repented 
ofteaer than once, of his ^tcring upon an expedition that he forefaw would prove fuc« 
cefslels; and to aggravate the danger of his enterprize, the Iroquefe had at that time 
an opportunity to fall upon us : in fine, after a mature confideration of the confe- 
quences, wd of. the difficulties that flood in the way, he fent back the canoe to 
M. Dulhut, with orders to difnufs the foreft rangers and favages immediately, wherever 
he was, an! by all means to avoid the approaching to his troops. By good luck 
M. DiUfaut had not yet reached Niagara, when he reedved thefe orders ; with which the 
favages that accompamed him were fo difiadsfied, that they threw out all manner of 
inve&ives againft the French natidh. 

As foon as M. de la Barre had difpatched this canoe, he fent M. le Moine to the 
village of the Onnantagues, which lay about eighteen leagues up the river. This 
M. le Moine was a gentleman of Normandy, and highly efteemed by the Iroquefe, 
who called him Akoueffan, i. e. the Partridge. His orders were, to endeavour by 
all means to bring along with him fome of the old*ftanders of that nation ; and ac- 
cordingly he returned in a few days, accompanied with one of their mod confidcrable 
grandees, who had a train of thirty young warriors, and was diftinguiihed by the title 
of the grangula. As foon as he debarked, M. de la Barre fent him a prefent of 
bread and wine, and of thirty lalmon*trouts, which they filhed in that place in fuch 
plenty that they brought up a hundred at one call of a net : at the fame time he 
gave the Grandee to underftand, that he congratulated his arrival, and would be glad 
to have an interview with him after he had refted himfelf for fome days. You mull 
know that he had ufed the precaution of fending the lick back to the colony, that 
the Iroquefe might not perceive the weaknefs of his forces ; and to favour the ftrata** 
gem, M. le Moine reprefented to the Grangula, that the body of the army u as left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the troops he faw in our camp, were the general’s 
guards ; but unhappily one of the Iroquefe that had a fmatteiing of the French tongue, 
having ftrolled in the night-time towards our tents, overheard what we liud, and fo 
revealed the lecret. Two days after their arrival, the Grangula gave notice to M. de 


* See CouFcun de Bois ia tbe Tabk. 
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la Banre, that he was ready for an Interview ; anJ^ j»ccofdyingly«an hour 4p|»eiated, 

the whole company appeared. , , * ' 

The Grangula fat on the'-eaft fide, bdhg placed* at the head of his men^ ids 
pipe in mouih) and the great calumet of pea^,b^re hlmf Hh was veiy^illiendve 
to the lollowmg harangue, pronounced bv our' mterpreters ; which", canbot 
well undorftand, without a previous explication of the calumet, and the coliersthat it 
mentions. 

The, calumet of peace is made of certain itones, or of marble, wheth^ red, black, 
or white. The pipe or Aalk is four or Avc foot long ; the body the calumet is 
eight inebes long, and the mouth or head in .which the tobacco is .lodged, is three 
inches in length ; its Agure approaches to diat of a hammer. The red calumets are 
moA cAeemed. The favages make ufe of them for negotiations and Aate affairs, and 
efpecially in voyages j for when they have a calumet in their hand, they go where they 
will in fdfety. The calumet is trimmed with yellow, white and green feathers, and 
has the fame effed among the favages that the nag of fricndAiip has amongA us ; for 
to violate the rights of this venerable pipe, is among them a flaming crime, that will 
drawdown mifehief upon their nations. As for thccoliers, they are ceruun fwathes 
of two or three foot in length, and Ax inches in breadth ; being decked with little 
beads made of a certain fort of Aiclls that they And upon the fea-fhore, between New 
York and Virginia. Ihcfe beads arc round, and as thick as a little pea : but they 
are twice as long as a grain of corn : thdr colour is either blue or white ; and they 
are bored through juA like pearl, being run after the fame manner juponArings that 
lye Adeways one to another. Without the intervention of thefe coUors, there is no 
buAnefs to be negotiated with the lavages ; for being altogether unacquainted with 
writing, they make ufe of them for contrads and obligations. Sometimes they keep 
for an age the coUers that they have received from their neighbours ; and in regard 
that every colier has its peculiar mark, they learn ftom the old perfous, the circum- 
fiances of the time and place in which they were delivered but alter that age is over, 
they are naade ufe of for new treaties. 


M, de la Barre*s Harangue was io this Purpofe* 

** The King, my maAcr, being informed that the Avc iroquefe nations have for a 
long Arne made infraQions upon the mu’iures of peace, ordered me to come hither 
with a guard, and to fend Akoueffan to the canton of the Onnotagu(«?, in order to 
an interview with their principal leaders, in the neighbourlujod of iny camp. This 
great Monarch means, that you and 1 fliould fmoak together in the grc’at calumet of 
peace, with the proviib, that you engage in the name of the Tfuanpntouaus, Goyo-* 
guans, Onnotagucs, Onnoyoutes, and Agnic'S, to make reparatiooj to his fubjeds, 
and to be guilty of nothing for the future that may occaAon a Altai rupture. 

The Tfonnontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagucs, Onpoyoutes and Agpics, have 
Aripped, robbed, and abufed all the foreA rangers, that travellj^d in the way of trade 
to the country of the Iliincfe, of the Oumamis, and feveral other nations, who are 
my maAer’s children. Now this ufage being in high violation of the treaties of peace 
concluded with my predeceAor, I arn commanded to demand reparatiem, and at the 
lame time to declare, that in cafe of thdr refufal to comply with my dem^s, or of 
relapAng into the like robberies, war is poAdvely proclaimed.^* 
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, xai; GOer «?f Wordt |wuf. 

.,le tlnri^on of tlidfe natbiu Have introduced the EngBfli to tHe 
- n ^ ^ 3ttd the country of thofe nations to whom my 

nulit® te a father t ITde they haVe done with a defign to ririn the commerce of hi®' 
fubjeds, and to oblige thefe nations to d^rt from their due allegiance ; notwith'* 
iland the rertonftrances of the late governor of New York, who faw through toe 
danger that both they and the Engliih expoA^d themfelvcs to. At prefent I am willing 
to forget thofe aflions ; but if ever you be guilty of the like for the future, I have e^ 
profs ofders to declare war." 


Tits Colter warrante my Words, 

** The fame warriors have made fevcral barbarous incurlions upon the country of 
the Illinefe and the Oumatnis. They have ma^cred men, women, and childrm; 
they have taken, bound, and carried on an infinite number of toe natives of thofe coun« 
tries, who thought themfelves fecure in their villages in a time of peace. Thefe 
people are my maftcr’s children, and therefore muft hei-eafter ceafe to be your flaves. 
I chaige you to reftorc them to their liber^, and to fend them home without delay ; 
for if the five nations refufe to comply widi this demand, I have exprefs orders ‘to 
declare war." 


This Colter makes my Words good, 

« This is all I had to fxy to the Grangula, whom I defire to report to the five na- 
tions, this declaration, that my *mafter commanded me to make, lie wiflics they had 
not obliged him to fend a potent army to toe Fort of Cataracouy *, in order to carry 
on a war that will prove fatal to them : and be will be very much troubled, if, it fo 
falls out, that this fort, which is a work of peace, mufl: be employed for a prifon to 
your militia. Thefe mifehiefs ought to be prevented by mutual endeavours : toe 
French who arc the brethren and friends of tne five nations, will never difturb thdr 
repofe, provided they make the fatisfa^on I now demand, and prove religious 
obfervers of their treaties. I wilh my words may produce the defired cffcfk ; for if 
they do not, I am obliged to join, the governor of New York, who has orders from 
the King, his mailer, to affiil me to bum the five villages, and cut you off." 


Xbh Colter confirms my Word. 

WUle M. de la Barre's interpretcur pronounced this harangue, toe Grangula did 
nothing but look upon the end of his {)ipe : After the fpccch was finifhed, he rofe, 
and having taken five or fix turns in the ring that toe French and the favages made, he 
returned to his place, and (landing upright fpoke after the following manner 
general, who (at in his chair of (late : ^ , 

^ ** Oiihontiots I honour you, and ail toe warriors that accompany me do thf : 

* Tlie Pm«h oJl it Fort Frontenae. 
t Thit title they give to the governor-general of Canada. 
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Your mteri>reter has made an ^ of his and hiow 1 come to b^;ai . mme. 

My voice glides m your ear I m my 

Onnoni^.jla ie^ you^nmft.needs tew 

fcorchi^' lmmAof the fun ted burnt down; the forete , 

.accei]|l4^.te theFrdtich} or die db^ die mupdaiic^ -of tte l^nhsui 
cqt^ges^ and confined os as pnfoners. This cer^dnly was ypur thought! andatoo^ 
be, n6tbmgdfe but the cunpfity of fedug a humt or drowned rountty^ that md^«d 
yob to undertake a journey tuthen But now you have an oppcMunity of l^g 
deceived ; for i, and my warfike retinue come to afllire you, mat the Tfononmuans, 
Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnwoutes and Agnies, are not yet deftroyed. 1 riturn 
you thanks in their name, for bringing into thdr country the calumet of peice that 
your predecefibr received from their hands. At the fame time I congratulate your 
happinefs in having left under ground* the bloody axe, that has been Ip often dyed 
with the blood of the French. I mull tell you, Onnontio, 1 am not alleep, my eyes 
are open ; and the fun that vouchfafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great 
captain at the head of a troop of foldiers, who fpeaks as if he* were alleep. Hepre< 
tends that he does not approach to this lake with any other view than to fmoak with 
the Onnotagues in the g^eat calumet ; but the Grangula knows better things, he fees 
plrinly that the Onnontio meant to k^ck them on the head/ if the French arms had 
not been fo much weakened. ^ 

** 1 perceive that the Onnontio raves in a camp of lick people, whofe lives the great 
fpirit has faved, by vifiting them with infirmities. Do you hear, Onnontio, our 
women had taken up their clubs ; and the children and the old men had vifited your 
camp with their bows and arrows, if our warlike men had not Hopped and difarmed 
them, when Akoueilan, your ambaffador, appeared before my village. But 1 have done, 
m talk no more of that. 

** You muH know, Onnontio, we have robbed no Frenchmen, but thofe who 
fupplied the Illinefe and the Oumamis (our enemies) with fuzees, with powder, and 
vrith ball : thefe indeed we took care of, becaufe fuch arms might have coll us our 
life^ Our condufl in that point is of a piece with that of the Jefuits, who Have all the 
barrels of brandy that are brought to our cantons, left the people getting drunk Ihould 
teock them in the head. Our warriors have no beavers to give in exchange for all 
me arms they take from the French ; and as for the old fuperannuated people, they 
do not think of bearing arms. 


Tbu Colter comprehends my Word* 

** We have conduced the Englilh to our lakes t, in order to traffic with the Outa- 
ouas^ and the Hufons ; juft as the AlgonkinS conduced the French to our five cantons, 
in order to carry on a commerce that the Englilh lay claim to as their right. We are 
bom freemen, and have no dependence either upon the Onnontio or the Corlarf. 
We have a power to go where we pleafe, to condud who we will to the places we re* 
fort to, and to buy and fell where we think fit. If your allies are your Haves of chil- 
dren, you may even treat them as fuch, and rob them of the liberty of entertainmg 
any other nation but your own.** 


This 


• teiying the axe fignifie* peace. ' f They pretend to the property of the hkei. 
''t Cotruar u the title of the goremor of New YorL 
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Tbu Colter my Wonf^ 

+ 

« M upon the llHnde and the Ouftamu, becaofe thef tut dotm the ttrees of 
peace that ferved fbr limits or bovmdarles to our firbnders. They came to hunt bea« 
vets upon our lands ; and Contraiy to the cnftom of all the favae^es, have carried off 
whole ftocka *i both male and fentale. They have engaged the Ghaouanons in their 
intereft, and entotained them in thdr country. They fuppUed them with fire-arms, 
after the conoerdng of ill defigiis againft us. We have done lefs than the Englilh and 
the, French, who without any right have ufurped the grounds they arc now poffefled 
of ; a:^d of whidi they have dillodged feveral nations, m order to make way for t^r 
building of cities, villages, and forts.*' 

This Colter contains my Word. 

^ I give you to know, Onnontio, that my voice is the voice of the five Iroquefe 
cantons. This is thdr anfwer $ pray incline your ear, and liften to what they re- 
prefent. 

** The Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnies declare, 
that they interred the a^esf at Cataracouy, in the preface of yourpredecefibr, hr the 
very centre of the fort, and planted the tree of peace in the fame place, that it might 
be carefully preferved ; that it was then (Hpulated, that the fort fhould be ufed as a 
place of retreat for merchants, and not a refuge for foldiers ; and that inftead of arms 
and ammunition, it Ihould be made a receptacle of only beaver.fkins and merchandize 
goods. Be it known to you, Onnontio, that fbr the future you ought to take care, 
that fo gn‘at a number of martial men as I now fee being fhut up in lo fmall a fort,p*do 
not ftide and choak the tree of, peace. Since it took root fo eaiily, it muft needs be 
of pernicious confequence to flop its growth, and hinder it to fhade both your coun> 
try and ours with its leaves. I do affure you, in the name of the five nations, that 
our warriors fhall dance the calumet dance under its branches ; that they lhall reft in 
tranquillity upon their mats |, and will never dig up the axe to cut down the tree of 
peace, dll iuch dmc as the Onnontio and the Corlar do either jointly or feparately offer to 
invade the country, that the Great Spirit has^pofed of in the favour of our anceftors.*^ 

Tits Colter contains my Word ; and the other comprehends the Power granted to me by 

the five Nations, 

Then the Grangula addreffed himfelf to Mr. Le Moine, and fpoke to this pur- 
pofe: 

Akoueffan, take heart, you are a roan of fenfe ^ fpeak and eaplain my meaning ^ 
be fare you forget nothing, but d^lare all that thy brethren and thy friends reprefeqe 
to thy chief Onnontio, by the voice of the Grangula, who pays you all honour and 
refpe^ and invites you to accept of this prefent of beavers, and to affift at his fsiA 
immediately. 

** This other prefent of beavers is fent by the five nations to the Onnontio.** 

I 

* Amon^ the favages it is a capita! crime to deflroy all the beavers of a fettlement. 

f Interring the axcifigaiiies the making of a peace I and the digging oi it upi imports a dcclatatiun> 

of war, j 

t This phrafe figniiies keeping the peace* 

As 
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board, together with the few healthy men that remaarii^, the oundea were' d!f> 
perfed, for the militia ftraggled here and there, and etrery one made the beft of his 
^;Vi!ay home. 0.ur three companies, indeed, Itept together, becaufe all df usj Doth 
t^cers and foidiers,^^were carried in flat-bottomed boats, made of deal^ on purpbfefor 
tOUr ufe^' However, 1 could have wilhed to have run down the hdls and cataiadis ih 
;yho.&me canoe that brought me up, for every body thought we ihould have been call 
away at thefe palTes, whic^ are full of eddies and rocks ; and it was never heard be* 
(forO that fitch precipices were pafled with deal boats, either upwards or downwalds. 
. Sut^we were forced to run all hazards, and had certainly been I'wallowed up in thofe 
nu^tains of watery if ‘we had not obliged feveral canoes to fhoot the catarads at the 
hea4 of our boats, in order to fhew us the way, at the fame time we had prepared 
trim ^Idiers for rowmg and Ihieving upon occalion. Do but confider, fir, that the 
currents run as fail as a cannon-ball, and that one falfe ftroke of the oar would have 


run us unavt^bly upon the rocks ; for we.are obliged to (leer a zig-zag courfe, pur> 
fuant . to , the thread of the flream, which has fifty windings. The boats which are 
loaded arefometim^ loft in thofe places ; but after all, niough the riik we run be 
' ire^. threat, yet;by way of coiupenfation onehasthefatisfaftion of running a great way 
^in A little time ; tor we run from Galete to this town in two days* time, notwlthftand- 
.jng tbat we orofled the two ftagnating lakes 1 took notice of before. 

As ftxm as we landed we received advice that the Chevalier deCalliers was come to 
fupply the room of M. Perrot, the governor of this place. M. Perrot has had feve- 
ral feriffles with M. De Frontenac and Mr. De la Barre, of Which you may exped a 
further account, when I am better informed. All the world blames our Geoacal for 
bis bad fuccels: it is talked publicly, that his only defign was to cover the fending of 
feveral canoes to traffic with the lavages in thqfe lakes for beaver-ikins. The people 
#ere are very bufy in wafting over to court a thoufand calumnies againft him; both 
the clergy and the gentlemen of the long robe write to his difad vantage. Though, 
aftrir all, the whole diarge is ftilfe, for t^ poor man could do no more than he did. 
Juffi^i^w I was informed, that Mr. Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr.Durivau, three 
jCtyptsIns ihips, are arrived at Quebec, with a defign to pals the winter there, and 
.,to afii^ him as counfellors ; and that the laft of thefe three has brought with him aa 
indc^ix^dent company, to be commanded by hlmfelf. 

.r,l ihaU liave no opportunity of writing agiun before die next fpnng $ for the laft 
ih^ that are to return for France this year, are now ready to M. lam. Sir, 

, Yours, led* 


LESTEU 



r 


*79 


X.ETT‘ER' 'VIH. 

D&teii at Moiubeal, Juna aft* t68f» 

i "• 

ij^^fenHug tbf fmijkttllmt tf MdreaU and the htdi/creet Zeal tf the Priefts^ ntdka 
are Leras tf that Town : with' a Defcriptien of ChtmbU^ and <f the Commerce cf^ 
Savages uftan the g^at Lake, 

Sir, 

I* H|^V£ jait recaved yours, by a fmall veflcl of Bourdeaux, loaded \7ith wine y 
which 4s the firfl that came to Quebec tlus year. I am mightily pleafed to hear ^ ha e 
the King has granted to M. de la Salle four (hips, to go upon the difeovery of the 
Mouth of the Miflifippi ; and cannot but admire your curiofity in deHring to know 
the occurraices of this place, and how 1 fpent my time iii the winter. 

M. de CalUeres was no fooner poflcfTcd of his government, than he ordered all the 
inhabitants of this town, and of the adjacent country, to cut dotm and bring in great 
Itakcs of fifteen feet in length,* to fortify the town. During the* winter, thefe orders were 
purfued with fo much application, that all things are now ready for making the in« 
clofure ; in which live qr fix hundred men are to be employed. I fpent part of the 
winter in bunting with the Algonkins, in order to a more pcrfe£l knowledge of thdr 
language, and the red I fpent in this place, with a great deal of uneafinefs ; for here 
we cannot enjoy ourfclves either at play or vifiting the ladies, but it is pr^ently car« 
ried to the curate’s ears, who takes public notice of it in the pulpit. Ills zeal goes fo 
far as even to name the perfons ; and fipce he refufes the facrament of the holy fupper 
to ladies of quality, upon the moft fiender pretences, you may eafily guefs at t1» other 
flops of hii> indiferetion. You cannot imagine to udiat a pitch thefe ecclefiaflical lords 
have ferewed their authority: Ihey excommunicate all the mafks ; and nhereverthc^ 
fpy them, they run after them to uncover their faces, and abufe them in a reproachful 
manner ; in fine, they have a more watchful eye over the condud of the girls and 
married women than thrir fathers and hufbands have. They cry out againfb tnt^e that 
do not receive the facrament once a month ; and at Eafter they obh'ge all forts of per- 
fons to give in bills to their confefibrs. They prohibit and bum all the books that 
treat of any other fubjed but devotion. When I think of this tyranny, 1 cannot but 
be enraged at the impertinent zeal of the curate of this city. This mh um an fellow 
came one day to my lodging, and finding the romance of the Adventures of Petronius 
upon my table, he fell upon it with an unimaginable fury, and tore out almoll: all the 
leaves. This book 1 valued more than my life, becaufe it w'as not calftrated ; and in- 
deed 1 was fo provoked when I law it all in wrcck,tbat if my landbrd had not held me^ 
I had gone immediately to that turbulent paftor’s houfe, and would have plucked out 
the hairs of his beard with as little mercy as be did the leaves of my book. Tb^e ani- 
mals t^ot content themfelves with the fludying of men’s adlons, but they muft Uke- 
.vifo dive into their thoughts. By this fketch. Sir, )ou may judge what a pleafant life 
we lead here. 

The 30th of the laft March the ice melted ; and the river being then open, I yfan 
fent with a fmall detachment to Chambli : for commonly the fun refumes its vigour 
here much atom that time. Chambli Hands on the brink of a bafin, about five or fix 
leagues off this place: that bafin is two leagues in circumference, and recrives the bko 
of Champlain by a water-fiUl that is a league and a haff in length ; out of which there 
. arife» 
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arifes a river that difembogues at Sorel into the. river of St Lawrence, as I intimated 
above in my fourth letter. In former times this place had a great trade in beaver'ikins, 
which is now decayed: for the Soccol^, the l^hingans, and the Op^angos, ufed 
formerly to refort thither in fhoals, to exchange their furs for other goods ; but at pre- 
fent they are retired to the Englifl: colonies, to avoid the purfuit of the Iroquefe. The 
Champlrin lake, which lies above that water-fall, is eighty ileagues in- circumference. 
At the end of this lake we met with another, called St. Sacrament, by which one may 
go very eafily to New York, there being but a land-carriage of two leagues from thence 
to the river Du Fer, which falls into the Manathe. While I was at Chambli, I faw two 
canoes loaded with beavcr-lkins pafs privately by that way ; and it was thought they 
were fent thither by M. de la Barre. This fmuggling way of trade is exprefsty pro- 
hibited : for they are obliged to carry thefe fkins before the office of the company, where 
they are rated at an hundred and fixty per cent, lefs than the Englilh buy them at in 
their colonies. But the little fort that (lands at the bottom of the water-fall, upon the 
brink of the bafm of Chambli, being only (ingle pallifadoes, it cannot hinder people to 
pafs that way ; efpecially conlidering that the profped of to great a p>ofit renders the 
p^engers the more daring. The inhabitants of the adjacent villages are very much ex- 
pofed to the incurAons of the Iroquefe in time of war. NotwithAanding the weaknei's 
of the fort, I continued in that place a month and a half, and^then I returned hither, 
where M. de la Barre arrived fome days after ; being accompanied with M. Hen- 
naut, M. Montortier, and M. du Rivau. Much about the fame day there arrived 
twenty-Sve or thirty canoes, belonging to foe Coureurs de Bois, being homeward-bound 
from the great lakes, and laden with beaver-lkins. The cargo of each canoe amounted 
to forty packs, each of which weighs Afty pounds, and will fetch Afty crowns at the for- 
mer’s office. Thefe canoes were followed by fifty more of the Outaouas and Hurons, 
who come down every year to the colony, in order to make a better market than they 
can do in their own country of Miffilimakinac, which lies on the banks of the lake of 
Hurons, at the mouth of the lake of the Illinefe. Their way of trading is as follows : 

Upon their firft arrival, they encamp at the diAance of five or fix hundred paces front 
the town. The next day is fpent in ranging their canoes, unloading their goods, and 
pitching their tents, which are made of birch bark. The next day after, they demand 
audience of the governor-general; which is granted them that fame day in a publ’c 
ffkice. Upon this occafipn, each nation makes a ring for itfelf ; the favages fit upon 
the ground with their pipes in their mouths, and the governor is feated in an ui-med 
chair ; after which, there Aarts up an orator or fpeaker from one of thefe nations, who 
makes an harangue, importing, “ that his brethren are come to vifit the governor- 
general, and to renew with him their wonted friendlhip : that their chief view is, to 
promote the intereA of the French, fome of w’hom being unacquainted with the way of 
traffick, and being too weak for the tranfporting of goods from foe lakes, would be 
unable to deal in beaver-lkins if his brethren did not come in perfon to deal with them 
in their own colonies : that they knew very well bow acceptable their arrival is to the 
inhabitants of Monreal, in regard of the advantage they reap by it : that in regard the 
beaver-fkins are much valued in France, and the French goods given in exchaiigeare of 
an inconfiderable value, they mean to give the French fufficient proof of their readinefs 
to fumilh them with what they defire fo eameAly : that by way of preparation for 
anbther year’s cargo, they are come to take in exchange fuiees, powder and ball, in 
order to hunt great numbers of beavers, or to gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer to 
diAurb the French fettlcments; and, in fine, that in confirmaiion of thrir words, they 
throw a purcelian colier with fome beaver-fluns, to foe Kitchi-Okima (fo they call the 

governor 
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gevernor general) whofe proteftion they lay clam to in cafe of any robbery or abufe 
committed upon them in the town. * 

The fpokefman having made an end of his fpeech, returns to his place, and takes up 
his pipe; and then the interpreter explains the fubftance of the harangue to the gover- 
nor, who commonly gives a very civil anfwer, efpecially if the prefent be valuable: in 
confideration of which, he Hkewife makes them a prefent of fome trifling things. This 
done, the favage rifes up, and return to their huts to make fuitable pr^arations for the 
enfuing truck. 

The next day the favages make their flaves carry the ikins to the houfes of the mer- 
chants, who bargain with them for fuch deaths as they want. All the inhabitants of 
Monreifl are allowed to traflic with them in any commodity but wine and brandy ; 
tiiefe two being excepted upon the account that when the favages have got what they 
wanted, and have any fkins left, they drink to excefs, and then kill their flaves ; for 
when they are in drink, they quarrel and fight ; and if they were not held by thofe who 
are fober, would certainly make havock one of another. However, you muft obferve, 
that none of them wilf touch either gold or fdver. It is a comical fight, to fee them 
running from fliop to fliop, ftark naked, with their bow and arrow. The nicer fort of 
women are wont to hold their fans before their eyes, to prevent their being frightened 
with the view of their ugly parts. But thefe merry companions, who know the brilk 
Ihc-mcrchants as well as we, are not wanting in making an offer, which is fometimes 
accepted of, when the prefent is of good mettle. If we may credit the common report, 
there are more than one or two of the ladies of thi~. country, whofe conftancy and 
virtue has held out againft the attacks of fevcral officers, and at the fame time vouch- 
fafed a free accefs to thefe nafty lechers. It isprefuraed their compliance was the effe£k 
of curiofity, rather than of any nice rcliffi ; for, in a word, the favages are neither 
brilk nor conflant. But whatever is in the matter, the women are the more excufable 
upon this head, that fuch opportunities arc very unfrequent. 

As foon as the favages have made an end of their truck, they take leave of the go- 
vernor, and fo return home by the river of Outaouas. To conclude, they did a great 
deal of good both to the poor and rich j for you will readily apprehend, that every body 
turns merchant upon i'uch occafions. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c« 


LETTER IX. 

Dated at Boucherville, Oflobcr 3, 16S5. 

Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of Monreal : of the Arrival of the Martjuh 
of Denonviile with fame Troops ; and of the Recalling of M, dc la Barre. With a 
curious Defeription of certain Licenfes for trading in Beaver-Jhins in the remote 
Countries, 

Sir, 

I RECEIVED your fecoud letter three weeks ago, but could not fend a fpeedier 
anfwer, by reufon that none of our Ihips have fet fail for France. Since you want 
to know the nature of the trade of Monreal, be pleafed to take the following account: 

Almofl: all the merchants of that city a 3 : only on the behalf of the Quebec merchants, 
whofe feftors they are. The barks wliich carry thither dry commodities, as well as 
wine and brandy, are but few in number; but then they make feveral voyages in one 
VOL. xjii. 0 o yem: 
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year from the one city to the other. The inhabitants of the ifland of Monren’, and the 
adjacent cantons, repair twice a year to the city of Monreal, where they buy commo- 
dities fifty per cent, dearer than at Quebec. The favages of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, whether fettled or erratic, carry thither the Ikins of beavers, elks, caribous, 
foxes and wild cats ; all which they truck forfufees, powder, lead and other ncceffaries. 
There every one is allowed to trade ; and indeed it is the bell place for the getting of an 
efiate in a fhorbtime. All the merchants have fuch a perfed gocnl undjritanding one 
with another, that they all fell at the fame price. But when the inhabitants of the 
country find their prices exorbitant, they niife .heir commodities in proportion. The 
gentlemen that have a charge* of children, efpecially daughters, are obliged to be good 
hufbands, in order to bear ilie cxpence of the magnificent cloaths with which tliey are 
fet off ; for pride, vanity, and luxury reign as much in New France as in Old France. 
In my opinion, it would do well, if the King would order commodities to be rated at a 
reafonable price, and prohibit the fellittg of gold or filver brocadoes, fringes, and rib- 
bands, as well as points and rich laces. 

The Marquis of Denonville is come to fuccccd M. de la Barrc in the quality of 
governor-general; for the King has recalled M. de la Barre, upon the accufaiion 
laid agaiuft him by his enemies. To be fure, you who are in France, know better than 
I, that M. de Denonville was maitre de camp to the Queew’s regiment of dragoons, 
which place he fold to M. Mercey when the King bellowed this government ujjon him; 
and, that he brought with him feme companies of marines, befidos his lady and his 
children ; for it feems, the danger and inconvenicncies that attend fuch a long and 
troublcfome voyage, made no impreffion upon her. This governor Hayed at firlt fornc 
weeks at Quebec, after which he came to Monreal, with five or fix hundred men of 
regular troops, and fent back the Captains Ilainaut, Montoriier, and Du Rivo, with 
feveral other officers. Ilis army is now in winter quarters all round Monreal. My 
quarters are at a place called Boucherville, which lies at the dillance of throe leagues 
from Monreal. 1 have been here fifteen days, and in all appearance fliall live more 
happily than in the town, abating for the folitude ; for at leaf! I fhall have no other 
oppofition to encounter in the cafe of balls, gaming, or feafting, but the zealous freaks 
of a filly prieft. 1 am informed, that the governor has given orders to complete the 
► fortifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embark for Quebec, where our governors 
commonly pafs the winter. I’he favages I fpoke of in my laft, met the Iroqu-jfc upon 
the great river of the Cutaouas, who informed them that the F.nglifli were making 
preparations to tvanfport to their villages in Miffilimakinac, better and cheaper com- 
modities than ihofc they had from the French. This piece of news did equally alarm 
the gentlemen, the pedlars called courcurs de bois, and the merchants ; who at that 
rate, would bcconfiderablc lofcrs ; for you muff know, that Canada fubfilt only upon 
the trade of ikins or furs, three-fourths of which come from the people that live round 
the great lakes : fo that ifiheEnglifli ffiould put fuch a delign in execution, the whole 
country would I'uffer by it ; efpecially confidering, that it v/ould fink certain licenfes ; 
an account of which \villbe proper in this place. 

Thefe licenfes are granted in writing by the govornors-gencral to poor gentlemen 
and old officers who have a charge of children. They are difpofed of by the King’s 
orders ; and the defign of them is to enable fuch perfons to fend commodities to tlieie 
lakes. I’he number of the perfons thus impowered ought not to ' exceed twenty-live 
in one year ; but God knows how many more have private licenfes. All other perfons, 
of what quality or condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to thefe lakes, without 
fuch licenfes, under the pain of death. Each licenfe extends to the lading of two great 

8 canoes ; 



tAffONTAN*S TRAVELS IN CANADA. SSj 

canoes ; and whoever procures a whole or a half licenfc for himfelf, may either make 
ufe of it himfelf or fell it to the higlicft bidder. Commonly they are brought at fix 
hundred crowns a piece-. Thofe who purchafe them, are at no trouble in finding pedlars 
or forcft>rangers to undertake the long voyages, which fetch the moft confidcrable gains, 
and commonly extend to a year and fometimes more. The merchants put into the 
two canoes ftipulated in the licenfe, fix men with a thouland crowns worth of goods, 
which are rated to the pedlars at fifteen per cent, more than what they are I'old for in 
ready money in the colony. When the voyage is performed, this fu in of a thoufand 
crowns cominonlv brings in feven hundred per cent, clear profit, and fometimes more, 
fombtimes lefs; for thefe fparks called coureurs dc hois bite the favages moft dexter- 
oufly, and the lading of two canoes, computed at a thoufand crowns, is a purchafe for 
us many beaver-fkins as will load four canoes : now, four canoes will carry a hundred 
and fixty packs of (kins, that is, forty a piece ; and reckoning each pack to be worth 
fifty crowns, the value of the whole amounts to eight thoufand crowns. As to the 
rc-partition of this extravagant profit, it is made after the following manner: in the firft 
place, the merchant takes out of the whole bulk fix hundred crowns for the purchafe 
of his licenfe; then a thoufand crowns for the prime coft of the exported commodities. 
Alter this, there remains fix thoufand four hundred crowns of furplufage, out of which 
the merchant takes fort}', per cent, for bottomry, wliich amounts to two thoufand five 
hundred and fixty crowns; and the remainder is divided equally among the fix 
coureurs de bois, who get little more than fix hundred crowns a piece ; and indeed I 
muft fay it is fairly earned ; for their fatigue is inconceivable. In the mean time, you 
mull remark, that over and above the foregoing profit, the merclvant gets twenty-five 
per cent, upon his beaver-fkins by carrying them to the office of the farmers general, 
where the price of four forts of beaver-lkins is fixed. If the merchant fells thefe Ikins 
to any private man in the country for ready money, he is paid in the current money of 
the country, which is of lefs value than the bills of exchange that the director of that 
office draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there they are paid in French livres, which are 
twenty fols, whereas a Canada livi’c is but fifteen fols. This advantage of twenty-five 
per cent, is called Ic benefice ; but take notice, that it is only to be had upon beaver- 
lkins ; for if you pay to a Quebec merchant four hundred Canada livres in filver, and 
take from hira a bill of exchange upon his corrclpondent in France, his correfpondent 
will pay no more than three hundred French livres, which is a juft equivalent. 

This is the lafl: intelligence I lhall give you for this year, which has already brought 
in a very cold autumn. The Quebec fliips muft fet fail in the middle of November, 
purfuant to the wonted cufiom. 

1 am. Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER X. 


Dated at Boucherville, July 8, 168 5 . 

Relating the Arrival of M. de Champigni., in the room of M. de Mculest who is 
recalled io France / the Arrival of the Vroops that came along^ with him ,* the Curitfity 
of the Rackets i and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defeription of that AnimaL 

Sir, • 

THOUGH I have not heard from you this year, yet I will not flight this oppor- 
tunity of writmg to you. Some Ihips from France are arrived at Quebec, and have 

0 0 2 brought 
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brought over M. de Champigni Noroua, vrith fome companies of marines. He comes 
to fupply the place of M. de Meules, whom the King recalls upon the unjuft com> 
plaints that are made of him. He is charged with prererring his private intercft to the 
public good ; but the charge is &lfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. I am apt to be- 
lieve he may have carried on fome underhand commerce, but in fo doing he ii^jured 
nobody ; nay, on the contrary, he has procured bread for a thoufand poor creatures, 
that without his afliltance would have ftarved for hunger. This new intendant is de- 
feended of one of the inoft illuftrious families of the robe in France. He is faid to be 
a man of honour, and feme entitles his lady to a diftinguifhing merit. I underftand, 
he and M. Denonville are bound fpeedily for Monreal, where they mean to take a 
review of the inhabitants of this ifland, and of the neighbouring cantons. Probably, 
they take fuch precautions, in order to fome new effort againft the Iroquelc. Laft 
winter we had no new occurrences in the colony. 1 fpent the whole winter at the 
hunting of orignals or elks along with the favages, whofe language I am learning, as 
1 have intimated to you feveral times. 

The hunting of elks is performed upon the fnow, with a kind of rackets adapted 
to the purpofe. Thefe rackets are two feet and a half long, and fourteen 
inches broad ; their ledges arc made of a very hard wood, about an inch thick, that 
faftens the net juft like a tennis-racket, from which they differ only in this, that thofc* 
for the tennis are made of gut-ftrings, whereas the others are made of little thongs 
of the (kins of harts or elks. In the cut you may perceive two little fpars of wood, 
which run acrofs, to render the net firmer and ftiffer. The hole that appears by the 
two latchets is the place in which they put the toes and fore-part of the foot ; fo that 
it Is tied faft by the two latchets, which run twice round about the heel, and every ftep 
they make upon the fnow, the fore-part of the foot finks into that hole, as often as 
they raife their heel. By the help of this contrivance they walk falter upon the fnow 
than one can do with flioes upon a beaten path ; and mdeed it is fo neceffary for them, 
that would be otherwife impoflible not only to hunt and range the woods, but even to 
go to church, notwithffanding they are fo near, for commonly^ the fnow is three or 
four feet deep in that country during the winter. Being obliged to march thirty or 
forty leagues in the woods, in purfuit of the above-mentioned animals, f found that 
the fatigue of the journey equalled the pleafurc of it. 

^ The orignal is a fort of elk, not much different from that we find in Mufeovy; it Is 
as big as an Auvergne moyle, and much of the fame ihape, abating for its muzzle, its 
tail, and its great flat horns, which weigh fometimes three hundred and fometimes 
four hundred weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to have, weighed them ; this 
animal ufually reforts to planted countries ; its hair is long and brown, and the Ikin is 
ftrong and hard, but not thick. The flelh of the orignal, efpecially that of the female 
fort, eats delicioufly, and it is faid, that the far hind root of the female kind is a cure 
for the falling-ficknefs; it neither runs nor Ikips, but its trot will ahnoft keep up with 
the running of a hart. The favages affure us, that in fummer it will trot three days 
and three nights without intermiflion. Thefe fort of animals commonly gather into a 
body towards the latter end of autumn, and the herds are largeft in the beginning of 
the ipring, at which time the ihe-ones are in rutting, byt after their heat is over they 
all difperfe thcmfelves. We hunted them in the following manner : firft of all, we 
went, forty leagues to the northward of the river of St. Lawrence, where we found a 
little lake of three or four leagues ift circumference, and upon the banks of that lake 
we made huts for ourfelves of the barks of trees, having firft cleared the ground of the 
mow that covered it. In our journey thither we killed as many hares and wood-hens 

as 
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fis we could eat. .When we had fitted up our huts the favages went out upon the dlf> 
covery of the elks, fome to the northward and fotne to the fouth, to the diftance of two 
or three leagues from the huts. As foon as they difcovered any frefli foot-fteps, they 
detached one of their number to give us notice, to the end, that the whole company 
might have thepleafure of feeing the chace. We traced thefe foot-fteps fometimes for one 
and fometimesfor two leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or twenty elksina body^ 
which prefently betook themfclves to flight, whether a part or in a body and funk into the 
Ihow up to their bread. Where the Ihow was hard and condenfated, or where the 
froft following wet weather had glazed it above, we came up with them after the chace 
of af quarter of a league ; but when the fnow was foft or jidt fallen, we were forced to 
puri'ue*them three or four leagues before we could catch them, unlcfs the dogs hap- 
pened to ftop them where the fnow was very deep. When we came up with them, the 
favages fired upon them with fufccs. If the elks be much enraged, they will fometimes 
turn upon the favages, who cover thcmfelves with boughs in order to keep ofl:' their 
feet, with which they would crulh them to pieces. As foon as they are killed, the 
favages make new huts upon the fpot, with great fires in the middle ; while the flaves 
are employed in flaying them, and firetching out the Ikins in the open air. One of the 
foldicrs that accompanied me, told me one day, that to withftand the violence of the 
cold, one ought to have his blood compofed of brandy, his body of brafs, and his eyes 
of glafs ; and I muft fay, lie had fome ground for what he fpoke, for we were forced to 
keep a fire all round us, all the night long. As long as the fleflt of thefe animals laft,. 
the favages fcldom think of flirring; hut when it is all confumed, they then look out 
for a new difeovery. Thus they continue to hunt, till the fnow and the ice are melted. 
As loon as the great thaw commences it is impoffible for them to travel far; fo that 
they content themfclves with the killing of hares and partridges, wjiich are very nume- 
rous in the woods. When the rivers are clear of the ice, they make canoes of the elk- 
Ikins, which they fow together Very cafily, covering the feams with a fat fort of earth 
inftead of pitch. This work is over in four or five days time, after which they return 
home in the canoes with all their baggage. 

This, Sir, was our diverfion for three months in the woods. We took fifty-fix elks,, 
and might have killed twice as many, if wc had banted for the benefit of the ikins. 
In the fummer feafon the favages have two ways of killing them, both of which are 
equally troublefome. One confifts in hanging a rope-gin between two trees, upon a 
pafs furrounded with thorns ; the other is compaffed by crawling like fnakes among 
the trees and thickets, and approaching to them upon the leeward fide, fo that they 
may be Ihot with a fuzee. Harts and caribous are killed both in fummer and winter 
after the fame manner with the elks,' excepting that the caribous, which are a kind of 
wild afles, make an eafy efcape when the fnow is hard, by virtue of their broad feet,, 
whereas the elk finks as fall as he rifes. In fine, I am fo well pleafed with the hunting 
of this country, that 1 have rcfolved to employ all my leifure-iime upon that excrcife.. 
The favages have promifed, that in threb months time 1 fhall fee other forts of chaceBj 
which will prove lefs fatiguing, and more agreeable. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c*. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

Dated at Boucherville, May 28, i68y. 

Being a eu}-iotis Dcfcrlption of the Hunting of divers Animals. 

Sir, 

YOU complain that the laft year you received but one of my letters, dated July 8, 
and with the fame breath aflure me, that you writ two to me, neither of which is come 
to hand. I received a letter from you this day, which is fo much the more acc^table, 
that 1 thought you had been dead, and that I find you continue to give proof of your 
remembrance of me. I find, by your letter, that you have an agreeable relifh for the 
curious clk-huniing in this country, and that a further account of our other hunting 
adventures would meet with a welcome reception. This curiofity, indeed, is worthy 
of fo great a huntfraan as yourfelf ; but at prefent I muft beg your cxcufe as to the 
beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but by hearfay. 

In the beginning of September, I fet out in a canoe upon feveral rivers, niarlho.<t, 
and pools, that difcinbogue in the Champlain Lake, being accompanied with thirty 
or forty of the favages that are very expert in fhooting and hunting, and perfoflly 
well acquainted with the proper places for finding water-fowl, deer, and other fallow 
beafis. The firll poft w'c took up was upon the fide of a nvarfh or fen of four or five 
leagues iii circumference ; and after we had fitted up our huts, the favages made 
huts upon the water in feveral places. Thefc water-huts arc made of the branches 
and leaves of trees, and contain three or four men : for a decoy, they have the Ikins 
of geefe, buftards, and ducks, dried and ftuffed w'ith hay, the two feet being made 
faft with two nails to a fmall piece of a light plank, which floats round the hut. This 
place being frequented by wonderful numbers of geefe, ducks, buftards, teals, and 
an infinity of other fowl unknown to the Europeans j when thefc fowls fee the ftuflTed 
(kins fwimming with the heads crefled, as if they were alive, they repair to the fame 
• place, and fo give the favages an opportunity of Ihooiing them, cither flying or upon 
the water ; after w'hich the favages get into their canoes and gather them up. They 
have likewife a way of catching them with nets, ftretched upon the furface of the water 
At the entries of the rivers. In a word, we cat nothing but water-fowl for fifteen 
days ; after which we rcfolved to declare war againft the turtle-doves, which are fo 
numerous in Canada, that the bifhop has been forced to excommunicate them oftencr 
than once, upon the account of the damage they do to the produft of the earth. 
With that view, wc embarked and made towards a meadow, in the neighbourhood of 
which the trees were covered with that fort of fowl, more than with leaves ; for juft 
then it w'as the feafon in which they retire from the north countries, and repair to the 
fouthern climates ; and one would have thought, that all the turtle-doves upon earth 
had chofe to pafs through this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that we ftaid 
there, I firmly believe that a thoufand men might have fed upon them heartily, without 
putting themfelves to any trouble. You muft know, that through the middle of this 
meadow there runs a brook, upon w hich I and two young favages fliot feveral fnipcs, 
rayles, and a certain fort of fowl called bateus de faux, ’which is as big as a quail, aild 
eats very ddicioufiy. 

In the fame place we killed fome mulk-rats, or a fort of animals which refemble a 
rat in their fhape, and are as big as a rabbit. The fldns of thefe rats are very much 

valued. 
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valued, as differing but linle from thofe of beavers. Their tefticles ftnell fo ftrong of 
mufk, <that no civet or antelope that Afia affords, can boaft of fuch a ftrong and fweet 
fmell. We fpied them in the mornings and evenings, at which time they ufually ap- 
pear upon the water with their note to the windward, and betray thcmfelves to the 
huntfuien, by the curling of the water. The foutcraux, which arc an amphibious 
fort of little pole-cats,, arc catched after the fame manner. I was likewife entertained 
upon this occafion, with the killing of certain little hearts, called fiflleurs, or whiftlers, 
with allufioii to their wonted way of whiftling or whizzing at the mouth of their holes 
in fair weather. 'I’licy are as big as hares, but fomcwh.at fliorter ; their fleflt is good 
for* nothing, but their fliius arc recommended by their rarity. The favages gave me 
an opjtortunity of hearing one of thefe creatures whirtle for an hour together, after 
which they fltot it. 'I'o gratify the curiofity I had to fee fuch diverfity of animals, 
they made a diligent fearch for the holes or dens of the carcaioiix, and having found 
fome at the iliftance of two or three leagues from the fen upon which we were ported, 
they conclucled me to the place, At the break of day w’e planted ourfelves round the 
holes, with our belires upe.n the ground ; and left fome flaves to hold the dogs a 
mulket-fljot behind us. As foon as thefe animals perceived day-light, they came out 
of their holes, which wore immediately flopped up by the favages, and upon that the 
dogs fetched them up jvjth eafe. We faw but two of then), which made a vigorous 
defence againll the dogs, but wore ftrangled after a difpute of half an hour. I'hefe 
animals are not unlike a badger, only they are bigger, and rtioro mifehievous. Though 
our dogs rticwed a great deal of courage in attacking the carcaioux, they betrayed 
their cowardice the next day in a rencounter with a porcupine, which we fpied upon a 
little tree. To obtain the pleafuro of feeing the porcupine lull, we cut down the^tree ; 
but neither the dogs nor we durft go near it. The dogs only barked and jumped round 
it ; for it darted its long .and hard hair, like fo many bodkins, three or four paces off. 
At laft wc pelted it to death, drid put it upon the fire to burn oft' its darts ; after which 
Vi'c fcalded it like a pig, took out the entrails, and roaftei! it ; but though it w'as very 
fat, I could not relifli it fo well as to comply with the airertioii of the natives, who allege, 
that it eats as well as a capoti or a partriilgc. 

After the turtle-doves had all parted over the place, in queft of their fouthem re- 
treats, the favages ortered to fend fome of their number with canoes to conduft me 
home, before the rivers and lakes wei'c frozen over ; for thcmfelves were to tarry out 
for the clk-lumting ; and tliey imagined that the cold and hardfliip attending that cx- 
erdfe had maJemcfickof it the year before. However, wc had then a month good 
before the conttnencement of t he froft, and in that interval of time, thev proft'ered to 
entertain me with more diverting game than any I had feon before. They propofed 
to go fifteen or fixteen leagues iurther ujothe country, afl'iiring me, that they knew of 
a certain place that had the moft advaiitageous liriiation in the world, both for plea- 
fure and profit, and that aflorded groat plenty of otters, of the ftcins of wliich they 
meant to make a great cargo. Accordingly wc pulled down our huts, and having 
embarked in our canoes, failed up the river, till we came to a little lake of two leagues 
in circumference, at the end of which wc faw another greater lake, divided from this 
by an ifthmus of one hundred and fifty paces in length. \V<.' t>iiched our huts at the 
diftance of a league from that irthmus ; and i’oiue of the liivagcs fifhed for trouts, 
while the reft w'ere employed in layittg traps for the otters upon the brinks of the lake. 
Thefe traps are nado of five ftakes j)iaced in the form of an oblong quadrangle, fo as 
to make a little chamber, the door of which is kept up, and fupporteil by a flak,?. 
To the middle of this flake they tic a ftring which paffes tlirough a little fork, and has 
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a trout well faftened to the end of it. Now, when die otter comes on fliore; and fees 
this bait, he puts above half his body into that fatal cage, in order to fwallow the fiih ; 
but he no fooner touches, than the iiring to which it is madeiaft, pulls away the ftake 
thatfupports the door, upon which an heavy and loaded door &lls upon his reins and 
quafhes him. During our pilgrimage in that part of the country, the favages took 
above two hundred and fifty Canada otters, the fkins of which are infinitely prettier 
than thofe of Mufcovy or Sweden. The bell of them, which are not worth two 
crowns in this place, are fold in France for four or five, and fonietimcs for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As foon as the favages had fet their traps, they gave 
orders to their flaves to go round the lake every morning, in order to take out the 
amphibious animals. After that they conducted me to the above-mentioned ifttimus, 
where I was furprized to fee a fort of a park or fence made of trees, felled one upon 
another, and interlaced with thorns and branches ; with a quadrangular inclofure of 
flakes at the end of it, the entry of which was very narrow. They gave me to know, 
that they ufed to hunt harts in that place, and promifed to divert me with the fliew as 
foon as the inclofures were a little mended. In effecl, they carried me tw'o or three 
leagues oiF, upon fuch roads as had nothing on either fide but fens and marlhes ; and 
after they had difperfod themfelves, fome on one hand and fome on the other, with a 
dog for every man, I faiv a great many harts running to and j^gain, in qucfl of places 
of fafety. The favage that 1 kept company with, allured me, that he and 1 had no 
occafion to walk very fall, becaufe he had taken the llraightell and the nearell road. 
Before us we faw above ten harts, which vrere forced to run back, rather than throw 
themfelves into the marlh, of which they could never get clear. At lall, after walk- 
ing a ,great pace, and running now and then, we arrived at the park, and found the 
favages lying flat upon the ground all round it, in order td Ihut up the entry of the 
flake inclofure as foon as the harts entered. We found thirty-five harts in the place, 
and if the park had been better fenced, we might have had above fixty ; for the 
nimbleft and lightell of them Ikipped over before they came to enter the inclofure. 
We killed a great many of them, but fpared the dams, becaufe they were great with 
young. I alked of the favages the tongues and the marrow of the harts, which they 
gave me very readily. The flefh was very fat, but not delicious, excepting fome few 
bits about the ribs. But after all, this was not our only game ; for two days after wc 
want a bear-hunting, and the favages, who fpend tliree parts of four of their life in 
hunting in the woods, are very dexterous at that exercife, efpccially in fingling out 
the trunks of the trees upon which the bears nelllc. 1 could not but admire their 
knowledge in that point, W'hen, as wc were walking up and down in a forcll, at tlie 
dillance of an hundred paces one from another, I heard one favage call to another, 
Here’s a bear. 1 aiked them how he knew there was a bear upon the tree which he 
knocked with his axe ; and they all replied, that it was as cafily difllnguiflied as the 
print of an elk’s foot in the fnovv. For five or fix times they never milfcd ;• fof after 
they had knocked two or three times upon the trunk of the tree, the bear came out of 
its hole, and was prefenily Ihot. 'fhe Canada bears are extreme black, but not mif- 
chievous, for they never attack one, unlcfs they be wounded or fired upon. They 
are fo fat, efpccially in' the autumn, that they can fcarce walk. Thofe which we 
killed were extremely fat, but their fat is good for nothing but to be burnt, whereas 
their flelh, and, above all, their feet, are very nice viduals. The favages aflirm, 
that no flffli is lo delicious as that of bears ; and indeed, 1 think thejMare in the right 
of it. While we ranged up and down in queft of bears, we had the pleafare of fpying 
fome martins and wild-cats upon the branches of the trees, which, the lavages fliot in 
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the head to prelenre thdr Ikin. Bat the moft comical thing I faw, was the Ihipiditf 
of the wood-hens, which fit upon the trees m whole Bocks, and are killed one after 
another, without ever offering to Air. Commonly the/avages Ihoot at them with ar« 
rows, for they fay they are not worth a Ihot of powder, which is able to kill an elk or 
an hart. 1 have plied this fort of fowling in the neighbourhood of our cantons or 
habitations in the winter time, with the help of a dog who found out the trees by fcent, 
and then barked ; upon which 1 approached to the tree, and found the fowls upon the 
branches. When the thaw came, I went two or three leagues further up the lake, in 
company with fome Canadefe, on purpofe to fee that fowl Bap with its wings. Believe 
me, 'Sir, this fight is one of the greateft curiofities in the world ; for their flapping 
makes a noife much like that of a drum all about, for the fpace of a minute or theref 
abouts } then the noife ceafes for half a quarter of an hour, after which it begins 
again. By this noife we were diredted to the place where the unfortunate moor-hens 
fat, and found them upon rotten mofly trees. By flapping one wing agtunlt the other, 
they mean to call their mates ; and the humming noife that enfues thereupon may be 
heard half a quarter o*f a league off. This they do only in the months of April, 
May, September and Odtober ; and, which is very rem»'kable, the moor-hen never 
flaps in this manner, but upon one tree. It begins at the break of day, and gpves over 
at nine o’clock in the morning, till about an hour before funfet that it flutters again 
and continues fo to do till night ; I proteA to you, that I have frequently contented 
myfelf with feeing and admiring the flapping of their wings without offering to flioot 
at them. 

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of diverfion, I was likewife enter* 
tamed in the woods with the company of the honeff old gentlemen that lived in former 
ages. HoneA Homer, the tamable Anacreon, and my dear Lucian, were my infepiurable 
companions. AriAotle too defired paifionately to go along with us, but my canoe was 
too little to hold his bulky equipage of peripatetic fyllogifms : fo that he was even fiun 
to trudge back to the Jefuits, who voucofafed him a very honourable reception. I had 
a great deal of reafon to rid myfelf of that great philofopher’s company ; for his ridi* 
culous jargon and his fenfelels terms would have frighted the favages out of their wits. 
Farewell, Sir, 1 am now arrived at once at the end of my game and my letter. 1 have 
heard no news from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty preparations for 
fome confidcrable enterprize. Time will difeover a great many things, an account of 
which 1 mean to tranfmit to you by the fliips that are to leave this harbour in the end 
of autunm. I conclude with my ufual compliment. 

Yours, &c. 


LETTER Xn. 

Dated at St. Helens, over agsunfl Monreal, June 8, 1687. 

Tbi CbevSlier de ' VauJreU arrives in Canada with fome Troops. Both the Regular 
Troops and the Militia are pojled at St. Helens^ in readinejs to march againfi the 
Iroquefe. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE fuch a budget-full of news, that I know not where to begin. I received 
letters but now from M. Senelay’s office j by which I have advice, that orders are fent 
to M. DenonvUle to allow me to go for France upon my private coaceitts. No 
▼OL,xiu. p p . longer 



*90 LAHONTAN's travels I1» CANADA. 

longer fince thanyefterday» he told me I Ihould have leave to gb after ftie campatm is 
over. My relations vmte, that die procuring this leave coil them a great deal of pains ; 
and that the fooner I come to^Paris, it will be the better for me. 

The governor arrived at Monreal three or four days ago, with all the militia of the 
country, who lie now encamped along with our troops in that illand. M. D’Amble- 
mont has been at Quebec this month, with live or lix fecond-rate ihips, having failed 
from Rochelle thither in twenty-eight days. He brought over with him ten or twelve 
companies of marines, who are to guard the colony, while we invade the Iroquefe 
country. It is faid, that laft year M. Denonville fent feveral Canadefe, that were 
known and efteemed by the favages, our allies, who live upon the banks of the lakes, 
and the adjacent countries, with orders to engage them to favour our dcfign of •extirpa- 
ting the Iroquefe. In the winter he made magazines of ammunition and provifions, 
and now he has fent feveral canoes, laden with provifions, to Fort Frontenac, and given 
orders for the building of an infinite number of fuch boats as I deferibed in my fourth 
letter, for the tranfporting of our twenty companies of marines. The militia who are 
encamped in this ifland along with our troops, make fifteen hundred men, and are 
joined by five hundred of the converted favages that live in the neighbourhood of Que- 
bec and the ifland of Monreal. The Chevalier Vaudreuil, who is come from France 
to command our troops, is rcfolved to appear in the field, rvotwithfianding the fatigue 
of his paflage to Canada ; and the governor of Monreal is of the fame mind. M. dc 
Champigni, the intendant of this country, went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days 
ago. The day after to-morrow M. de Denonville means to march at the head of his 
little army, being accompanied with an ancient Iroquefe, that is very much refpefled 
by the Five Cantons. The hiftory and various adventures of (his old gentleman are too 
tedious to bear a relation in this place. Every body is apprehenfive that this expedi- 
tion will prove as fucccfslefs as that of M. de la Barre : and if their apprehenfions are 
not difappointed, the King lays out his money to no purpofe. For my own part, when 
1 refle6l upon the attempt we made three years ago, I cannot but think it impolTible for 
us to fucceed. Time will difeover the confequenccs of this expedition ; and perhaps 
we may come to repent, though too late, of our complying with the advice of fomc 
difturbers of the public peace, who projeA tq enlarge their private fortunes in a general 
^mmotion. I lay this down for an uncontefled truth, that we are not able to deflroy 
me Iroquefe by ourfelves : befides, what occafion have we to trouble them, fince they 
give us no provocation ? However, let the event be what it will, I fliall not fail, upon 
my return, to tranfmit you a journal of our a£Hons, unlefs it be, that I embark for 
Rochelle, and deliver it myfelf. In the mean time, believe me to be. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER XIII. 

Dated at Niagara, Au^. *, 1687. 

Reprefenting the unfavourable Ijfue of the Campaign made in the Iroquefe Country ; the 
Dtfeovery of an Ambufeade ; and tbeijfmng of Orders for the Author to march with a 
Detachment to the ffreat Lakes, 

Sir, 

IT has been a maxim in all ages, that the events of things, are not always anfwerable 
to men*8 expeditions : when men form to themfelves a pronufiing profpefl of com- 
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{faffing their e&ds» tfaev freqaently meet with the> mortification of feeing themfelves 
difappointed. I fpeak by way of application to myf^ ; for inftead of going for 

France, puifUant to the contents of the tetter I writ to you two months ago, I am 
now obliged to ftraggle to one end of the world, as you will find by the following 
journal of our expedition. . 

' Wc broke up from St. Helens much about the time I fpoke of in my lafl. M. de 
Champigni went before us with a ftrong guard, and arrived in a canoe at Fort Fron- 
tenac, eight or ten days before we came up. As foon as he arrived, he font two or 
three hundred Canadefe to furprizc the villages of Kente and GancoufTe, which lie at 
the diflance of feven or eight leagues from the fort, and are inhabited by a fort of Iro- 
quefe, that deferred no other ufage than what they met with. Our Canadefe had no 
great difficulty in malfering them ; for they furprifed them when they leaft thought of 
any alarm, and brought them prifoners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to 
pods, with cords round their necks, hands, and feet. We arrived at the fort on the 
firfl of July, after the encountering of feveral difficulties among the water*falls, cataradis, 
and currents, that 1 formerly deferibeJ to you in my account of M. de la Barrels 
expedition. We were more perplexed in this voyage than the former j for our boats 
were fo heavy, that we could not tranfport them over land as we did the canoes, but 
were obliged to drag thcpi up through the impracticable palTes with the force of men 
and ropes. Immediately upon our debarking, I went llraight to the fort, >vhere I faw 
the mil'erable prifoners in the above-mentioned podure. The fight of th'? niece of 
tyranny filled me at once with coinpallion and horror j but, in the metlh time, the 
poor wretches fung night and day, that being the cudomary practice of the people of 
Canada when they fall into the hands of their enemies. They complained, that they 
were betrayed without any ground ; that in compenfation for the care they had taken 
ever fmcc the peace to furnifh the garrifon vnth filh and venifon, they were bound and 
tied to pods, and whipped in fuefi a manner, that they could neither deep, nor guard oS 
the flies ; that the only requital they met with for pro’fturing to the French a commerce 
in the Ikins of beavers and other animals, was, to be doomed to flavery, and to fee their 
fathers, and the ancient men of their country, murdered before their eyes. ‘ ‘ Are thefe the 
Frfench,” faid they, “ that the Jefuits cried up fo much for men of probity and honour ? 
Even the cruelled Ibrt of death that imagination itfelf can reach, would be nothing to 
us in comparifon with the odious and horrible fpcClacle of the blood of our ancedors, 
that is Ihed fo inhumanly before our eyes. Afluredly, the five villages will revenge our 
quarrel, and entertain an everlading and jull refentment of the tyrannical ufage we 
now meet with.” I made up to one of thefe wretches that was about five>and-twenty 
years old, and had fiKKjucntly regaled me in his hut, not far from the fort, during 
my fix weeks fervice in that place, in the year of M. de la Barre’s expedition. This 
poor man being madcr of the Algonkin language, I gave him to know, that I was 
heartily grieved to fee him in that difmal pudure ; that I would take care to have 
riiduals and drink conveyed to him twice a day, and would give him letters for my 
friends at Monreal, in order to his being ufed more favourably than his companions. 
He replied, that he faw and was very wcli acquainted with the horror that mod of the 
French were affeffed with, upon the view of the cruelty they underwent ; and that he 
fcomed to be fed, or ufed more civilly than his fellow-prifoners. He gave me .an ac* 
count of the manner in which they were furprifed, and how their ancedors were maf* 
facred ; and truly, 1 do not believe that any one can be touched with more cutting and 
bitter reflexions than this poor man was, when he recounted the many fervices he 
done the French, during the whole courfe of lus life : at lad, after many fighs 
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and groans, he bowed down his h^, ^d wn^ped Idmfelf np in fiMte. Qtueftte 
" ffitejt narrate r^aba^'idiimfieviu BiK this was not die only thbg tibt affeded me^’ 
when 1 beheld the mifery of thefe innocent creatiires : I faw fome yo^; fbrages of 
onr fide bum thdr fingers with fire in thdr lighted pipes ; which me to 

thi^ thdn'^ foiimdly ; but I was feverely reprimanded for my pains, and CMifined to 
idy tmt for five or fix days, where I only repented that I had not dealt my blows in 
a double meafure. Thefe favages refented the matter fo highly, that they ran prefently 
to thdr huts, and flew to their fufees, in order to kill me ; nay, all that could be 
done was fcarce fufficient to appeafe them ; for the difpute came to that hdght, that 
they would have left us, if it had not been that our men afiured them I was drunk *, 
that all the French were prohibited to ^ve me either wine or brandy, and that 1 Should 
certainly be imprifoned as foon as the campaign was over.. However, the poor 
wretches, the prifoners, were carried to Quebec; from whence they are to be 
fent to the French gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de la Forell, one of M. 
de la Salle’s officers, arrived at the fort in a great canoe, being conduced thither by 
dght or ten coureurs de bois. He gave M. de Denonville to underftand, that a party of 
the Illinefe and the Oumamis waited for the Hurons and the Outaouas at the lake of 
St. Claire, in order to join them, and to march with joint forces to the river of the 
Tfonontouans, that being the place of their general rendezv 9 .us. He added, that in 
the lake of the Hurons near Miffilimakinac, M. de la Durantais, affified by the 
favages, our Allies, had taken an Engliih company, conducted by fome Iroquefe, who 
had fifty thomand crowns worth of goods in tneir canoes, to be difpofed of in exchange 
with the nations that dwell upon thefe lakes ; as alb, that M. Dulhut had taken 
another Engliih convoy, being affilled by the coureurs de bois, and the favages, who 
had lhared the former capture ; and that he had kept the Engliih and Iroquefe as pri« 
foners, as well as their commander, who was called Major Gregory ; in fine, he 
reprefented to M. de Denonville, that it was high time for him to let out from Fort 
Frontenac, if he meant to appear at the general rendezvous, where the auxiliary troops 
fent from the lakes, would arrive very fpeedily. The next day, being the third of July, 
the Sieur de la Foreft embarked agrin for Niagara, and (leered to the north fide of the 
lake. At the lame time we embarked and Hood to the oppofite fide of the lake, being 
fmioured by the calms which in that month are very common. 

cy good luck our whole body arrived almoll at one and the fame time in the river 
of the Tfonontouans ; and upon that occafion, the favages, our allies, who draw 
prediftions from the moll trifling accidents, (hewed their Wonted fuperllition in taking 
this for an infollible prefage oi the utter deflruflion of the Iroquefe. Though after 
all, they proved falfe prophets, as you will find by the fequel of this letter. The fame 
night that we landed, we hauled our canoes and boats out of the water, and fet a 
llrong guard upon them. This done, we built a fort of flakes or pales, where we 
left the Sieur Dorvillers with four hundred men to guard our ffiipping and baggage, 
llie next day, a young Canadefe, called Fontaine Marion, was unjullly (hot to death. 
His cafe ftood thus : having travelled frequently all over this continent, he was per> 
feflly well acquaint^ with the country, and with the favages of Canada ; and after 
the qoing of feveral good fervices to the King, defired leave £rom the govemor<>geiie* 
ral to continue his travels, in order to carry on fome little trade ; but his requell was 
never ^^t^. Upon that, he refolved to remove to New England, the two crowns 
beihj|[ men in peace. The planters of New EnglsUid gave him a vary welcome recep^ 

• AsMDgtlc ^vages dnniken perlbiui are alsmyteseiilMi for the betUe atoBBsior all dioMi. 
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rioa ? ferhe «as aaa£HveleH(»r; and one^ qnderftood almoft all the langu^ea al 
tbe-favs^i l^on this confideradoa, he waa enapbyed to condud the two 
convoys I fpoke of but now, and had the n^^rtune to be ttken along widi them. 
Now, to mind/ theufage hemet with £rom us was extreme hard ; for, we are in 
peace with England ; and befides, that crown lays claim to the ^property of the 
of Canada. 

The next day we began our march towards the great village of the Tfonontouans, 
without any other proviflons than ten bifcuits a man, which every one carried for him* 
felf. We had but feven leagues to march in a great wood of tall trees, upon a fmoodi 
even ground. The coureurs de bois, with a party of the favages, led the van, and 
the reil,of the favages brought up the rear, our regular troops and our militia being 
polled in the middle. The firll day the army marched four leagues, and the advanced 
guards made no difcovery. The fecond day our advanced parties marched up to the 
very fields of the village without pcrcdiving any thing, though they pall within a 
pillol-lhot of five hundred Tfonontouans, who lay flat upon the ground, and fuffered 
them to pafs and repafs without molellation. Upon their intelligence we marched up 
with equal precipitation and confufion, being buoyed up with the apprehenfion that the 
Iroquefe had fled, and that, at leall, their women, children, and fuperannuated perfons 
would fall into our hands. When we arrived at the bottom of the hill, upon which 
the ambufeade was placed, at the diHance of a quarter of a league from the village, 
they began to raife their wonted cry, which was followed by the firing of fome muf- 
kets. Had you but feen. Sir, what diforder our troops and militia were in amidlt the 
thick trees, you would have joined with me, in thinking that feveral thoufimds of 
Europeans are no more than a fuflicient number to make head againll five hundred 
barbarians. Our battalions were divided into flraggling parties, who fell into the right 
and left, without knowing where they went. Inliead of firing upon the Iroquefe, we 
fired upon one another. It was fo no purpofe to call in the foldiers of fuch and fuch a 
battalion, for we could not fee thirty paces off } in fine, we were fo difordered, that 
the enemy were going to clofe in upon us with their clubs in their hands, when the 
favages of our fide having rallied, repulfed the enemy, and purfued them to their vil- 
lages with fo much fury that they brought off the heads of dghty, and wounded a great 
many. In this a^n we loll ten lavages, and a hundred French. We had twenty or . 
two*and. twenty wounded, in which number was the good Father Angeleran the Jefuit, 
who received a mulket-ihot in thofe parts which Origen chofe to lop off, in order to 
qualify himfelf for inll^fling the fiur fex without the dillurbance of palfion, or the 
danger of fcandal. When the lavages brought in the heads of their enemies to 
M. de Denonville, they alked him why he halted, and did not march up ? He made 
anfwer, that he could not leave his wounded men behind, and that he thought it proper 
to encamp, that the furgeons might have time to drefs their wounds. To obviate this 
pretqne^ the lavages offered to make litters for the tranfporting of them to the village, 
that lay but a little way off. But our general did not approve of their advice; upon- 
which, notwithftanding his remonllrances, they drew up into a body, and though they< 
confil^ of ten different nations, agreed m a joint refolution of purfuing their enemy, 
mhopm of tiddng, at lead, thrir women, thdr old men, and their children. Qur 
general hemg. acquainted with their refi^ution, gave them to know, tint he eameltly 
defired ih^ wottld rell for one day, sad not depart from his camp, and that thenext 
day he wotthi bam thrir . villages, and darye uem to death by fppdmg their crops. 
Butthey ttmk this comph'ment foil!, that mod of them returned to thdbr own country ; 
tw n on ln rati i^ i ^ That^be Faendi came out to fetch a walk} rather than to wage .war> 
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fincethejr -would not take the advantage of the belt opportunity in the world ; thM 
their ardour, like a flalh of fire, was',extinguiflied as foon as Idndled } that it Was a 
fruitlels adventure to draw together fo many warriors, from all parts, to bum fome 
huts of barit, that the enemy could rebuild in four days ; that the Tlbnontouans did 
not matter the fpoiling of thdr com, for that the other Iroquefe nations were able to 
fupply them ; and in fine, that fince they had joined the French twice together to no 
pui^pcde, they would never trull them for the future, in fpite of all the remonftrances 
they could make.’* Some are of opinion, that M. de Denonville ought to have gone 
farther ; and others affirm, that it was impolfible for him to do more than he did ; 
for my part, 1 fhall not venture upon any decifion of the matter ; thofe who fit at the 
helm, are moll liable to be perplexed. To purfue the bare matter of fafl ; we 
marched next day to the great village, and carried our wounded men upon litters, 
but we found nothing there but alhes ; for the Iroquefe had burnt the village them* 
felves, by way of precaution. Then we fpent five or fix days in cutting down the 
Indian com with our fwords. From thence wc marched to the two little villages of the 
Thegaronhies and the Danoncaritaoui, which lay about two *or three leagues off. 
Having done the like exploits there, we returned to the lake fide. In all thefe villages 
we found plenty of horfes, black cattle, fowl and hogs. All the country round 
afibrded us a very charming, pleafant, and even profpedl. The fore .'is through which 
we marched v/ere rcplenilhed with oak, wallnut, and wild chcfnut-trees. 

Two days after we embarked for Niagara, which lay thirty leagues oil', and arrived 
there in four days. As foon as the troops had debarked, w'etemployed them in making 
a fort of pales with four baflions, which was finifhed in three days. Here we mean 
to leave an hundred and twenty foldiers under the command of M. dcs Bergeres, with 
ammunition and provifions for eight months. The fort {lands on the fouth fide of the 
ftreight of Herrie Lake, upon a hill ; at the foot of which, that lake falls into the lake 
of Rontenac. Yefterday the favages, our allies, took' leave of M. de Denonville, and 
made a fpeech after their ufual manner ; in which, among other things, they in- 
finuated, that they were pleafed to fee a fort fo conveniently placed, which might 
favour their retreat upon any expedition againll the Iroquefe j that they depended upon 
his promife, of continuing the war till the five nations fhould be either deftroyed or 
difpoflefied of their country ; that they camcllly defired that part of the army fhould 
4ISke the field out of hand, and continue in it both winter and fummer, for that they 
would certainly do the fame on their part ^ and in fine, that forafmuch as their alli- 
ance with France was chiefly grounded upon the promifes the French made of liflening 
to no propofals of peace, till the five nations fhould be quite extirpated, they there- 
fore hoped they would be as good as their word ; efpecially confidering that a cefTation 
of anns would fully the honour of the French, and infallibly difengage their allies. 
M. de Denonville gave them frefh affurances of his intention to carry on the war, in 
fpite of ^1 the efforts of the Iroquefe ; and in a word, protefled that he would pro- 
fecutethis defign fo vig^ufly, that in the end thefe barbarians fhould be either ^uite 
cut off, or obliged to mift their feats. 

The general called forme that very day, and acqurinted me, that in regard I under* 
flood the language of the favages, 1 was to go with a detachment to cover thrir coun- 
try, purfuant to their requefl. At the fame time he affured me, he would inform the 
court of the reafons that moved him to detain me in Canada, notwithffanding tluit he 
b^id orders to give me leave to go home. You may eafily guefs, Sir, that 1 was thun- 
derflruck with this news, when I had fed myfelf all along with the hopes of return- 
ing to Fnace, and promoting my interei^ which is xiow fo much thwarted. However, 
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I\ras forced to be contented ; for the greater power bears the fway all the world over. 
Purfuant to my orders, 1 made all fuitablc prq>arations for my voyage, without lofs of 
time. I took leave of my friends, who tingled out the beft foldiers tor me ; and made 
me prefentsof cloaths, tobacco, books, and an mtinity of other things that they could 
fpare without any inconveniency, becaufe they were then upon their return to the 
colony, which affords every thing that oiie can defire. By good luck, 1 brought my 
affrolabe with me from Monreal, which will enable me to take the latitudes of this 
lake, and to make feveral other ufeful obfervations ; for, in all appearance, I fhall be 
be out two years or fuch a matter. The men of my detachment are brifk proper fel- 
lows, and my canoes are both new and large. I am to go along with M. Dulhut, 
a Lyonswgcntloman, who is a perfon of great merit, and has done his King and his coun- 
try very confiderable ferviccs. M. de Ibnti makes another of our company } and a 
company of lavages is to follow us. M. de Denonville will fet out for the colony by 
the north tide of the lake of Frontenac, in two or three days. He detigns to leave at 
Fort Frontenac a number of men and ammunition equal to what he leaves here. 

I herewith traiifmit Ibme letters for my relations, which I beg you would convey to 
their hands. If I meet with any opportunity. I’ll fend you a journal of my voyage 
the next year. In the mean time, 

lam, Sir, yours, &c» 


LETTER XIV. 

Dated at Mitiilimakinac, May 26, 1688. 

The Author leaves Niagara^ and has an Encotff^er •with the Iroquefe at the end ’ of tlA 
Land-carrUigc. The After-part of his Voyage, A Defeription of the Country, He 
arrives at fort St. fofeph in ithe Mouth of the Lake of Hurons, A Detachment of 
the Hurons arrive at the fame Place. After an Engagement^ they fet out for Miffilim 
makinac. A f range Adventure of M, de la Salk's Brother, Mijfilimakinac 
deferibed. 

Sir, 

I AM at a lofs to determine whether it is owing to ftupidity, or greatnefs of mind, 
that the lofs of my cAatc, which I infallibly forefee, doos not at all affect me. Your 
letter is but too Ihrcwd a confirmation of my prophecy. However, I cannot but 
purfuc your feafonable advice in writing to court ; in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy 
my promife, in prefenting you with a relation of my voyages, 

1 embarked at Niagara Auguff 3d, on board a canoe manned with eight foldiers of my 
detachment ; and after running three leagues againft the current bf the ftreight, came 
that ihme day to the place where the navigation flops. * There I met with the Sicur 
Grifolon de la Tourette, brother to M. Dulhut, who had ventured to come from 
Mitiilimakinac with a tingle canoe to join the army. The 4th we commenced our great 
land-carriage to thefouthward, being obliged to tranfport our canoes from a league and 
a half below the great Fall of Niagara, to half a league above it. Before we got at any 
beaten or level path, we were forced to climb up three mountains,, upon which an 
hundred Iroquefe might have knocked us all on the head with Hones. While we were 
employed in this tranfport fervice, we were alarmed twice or thrice ; which cautioned 
us to keep a ftrift guard, and to tranfport our baggage with all potiible expedirion. 
Nay, after all our precautions, wc were forced to leave oae-half of our baggage about 
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w<^e knocked on the head by our canoe-men that were planted all round l&e 
iflarylR. After our arrival at the fort, of which I was ordered to take pofleflion, 
'^,j>u1h ut and M. de Tonti h^^bind to thbrnfelvts for fome days,: as #ie6 as 
'^e ravages that accompanied: USt This fort, which was M. Dulhut, ^Sspiji’ 

garrilbned upon his own charges by the coureursde bois, whd 'l^ taken cati% 
fovv initfome buihels of Turkey wheat, which afibrded a plefitifui ciop, that proved 
of great ufe to me. The garrifon furrendered their poll very ch'eei^ully to my 
detachment ; and then puriued their commerce with our favages, for every one bad 
leave to go where he pleafed. This gave me an opportunity of fending two canoes 
under a^ guard of foldiers, to difpofe of a great roll of tobacco of twcsillandred weight, 
thit M.'Dulhut had kindly prefented me with ; fm* that honed gentleman informed 
me, that my foldiers might eafily purchafe com in exchange for tobacco, fooner than 
for any other commodities. I am obliged to him as long as I live ; but I am much 
afraid the treafurer of the navy will make him no better corapenfodon for this piece of 
fervicc, than for a tlioufand other difburfements upon the IQiDg*s account. The 
foldiers I fent with the tobacco, returned in the latter end of Novenfoer, and brought 
with them the Reverend Father Avenau the Jefuit, who found no occadon to trouble 
himfelf with preaching up abdinence from meat in the dme of Lent. Th^ brought 
advice, that a party of ihof lurons being prepared to march out of theif villages, to attack 
the Iroquefe beaver.hunters, would fpeedily repair to the fort to red themfelves. In 
the mean dme I waited with impadence for the arrival of one Turcot, md four more 
of the coureurs de bois, who were to come to me in the be ginning of DeroUiber, 
along with fome other huntfinen that M. de Denonville had promned to fend me ; 
but hearing nothmg of them, and our commons bdng at that dme very flioirt, I 
diould have been very much pinrh^ if four young Caindefe who were eimert huntf* 
men, had not tarried with me alf winto:. The above mentioned party of tro Hurons 
arrived December ad, bdng headed by one Saentfouan, who left me his canoe and his 
bnggage, to keep till he returned j for he could not pollibly continue his navkadon 
longer, upon the account that the furfoce of the water began then to be covered with 
ice. Thefe favages chofe to march over land to the fort of Niagara, where they 
expeded to receive intelligence before they entered the countty of t^e Iroquefe. 
*They marched tra days, i.e. fifty leagues without foei|g one louL But at laft 
their fcouts perceived the footfteps of tome huntfinen, wmch they traced at a great 
pace for a whole night, the fnow bdng then a foot deep. Towards the break of day 
they returned, and gave notice to thdr feIlow>adventiaers, that they had difeovered 
fix huts, with ten men lodged in each of them. Upon this intelligence the whole 
party made a halt, in order to paint thdr faces, to prepare their arms, and to conceit 
proper meafures. The attack was fo formed that two men made Ibftly up to the 
two doors of the huts with thdr clubs in their hands, to knock down any one that 
offered to come out, while the reft were employed in firing their jueces. And the 
aQion was crowned with wonderful fuccefs ; for the Iroquefe bdng furprifed and fliut 
up in their baik piifons, there were but two out of fixty-four that made thehr efoape ; 
and thde two being naked and deftitute of fire-arms, could not bat perifo in the 
woods. Tiuree of the Horons indeed were killed upon the fpot, but to ftone for that 
lofs, the aggreffors carried off fourteen prifoners, and four women. Ttiis done, they 
marched ba» to my fort with all pofftble expedition. Among die oipfive Saves, tha^e 
were three wito haa made part of the number of the one thoofond Iroqtaifo d^t thought 
to have furprifed us the year before, when we were employed In me great land*car- 
riage at Niagara. They ^ve us to underfland, that the fort of Nu^;ain was blocked 
VOL. xni. ■ Q Q qp 
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up by eight hundred Iroquefe, who meant to appear before my poft without any 
delay. This troublefome piece of news galled me to the laft degree, for feaf* of being 
reduced to extremities ; and with that view I was a Very nice hufband of what corn I 
had left. I was not apprehenfive of being attacked by them, for the favages never 
fight fairly, neither do they ever attempt to pull up pallifadoes ; but I was afraid that 
they would ftarve us out by cramping our hunthnen in their due range. However, 
the Hurons continuing fifteen days in myfort to refrefli themfelves, I ufed the precaution 
of engaging them to aflill my huntfmen in providing meat : but as foon as they 
took leave of me in order to return home, our hunting was at an end, and the gates 
were kept (hut. ^ 

At laft, finding that my provifions were almoft out, I refolvcd to go to MiffiUnrpki^iac, 
to buy up com from the Hurons and the Outaouans. Accordingly, having leii 
foldiers to guard the fort in my abfence, I ernbarketl •■.virh the r 'll; of my detachinont 
on the firft of April, with a gentle fouth-eaft gale j by the help of v, Itich we infeafibly 
crofftd the bay of Saguinan. That little gulph is fix hours over, :inJ in the middh* of 
ofit there are two little iflands, which afford a very foal'onablo fhciicr when a wind 
arifes in the croffing over. Before you have croffed this bay, the coafl is all along fuil 
of rocks and fhelves, one of which that I faw was fix leagues broad : but above it the 
coaft is clean and low, efpecially towards the fand-river, which lies half-way between 
tliat bay and a place called 1' Anfe du Tonnere. Now this hill; place is reckoned 
thirty leagues oft' the bay. Having paffed that, wc had but thirty leagues more to fail ; 
w'hich we did without any danger, but the help of an caft-fouth-eaft gale, that fwelloil 
the waves prodigioufly. In the mouth of the Illinefc lake we met the party of the 
Hurons that I mentioned before j and four or five hundred Ootaouas, who were bound 
home, after having fpent the winter in hunting of beavers upon the river of Saguinan. 
Both they and we were forced to lie by in that place ibr three or four days, by reafoti 
of the ice: after which the lake was cleared, and wc croffed it together. "When the 
Hurons came alhore, they confulted among themfelves how to difpofe of ihcir fiaves : 
after which they made a prefent of one of thei^i to M, do Juchereau, who commanded 
in that place ; but the poor wretch was prefently fliot to death. Another of them was 
prefented to the Outaouas, who granted him his life, for fuch reafons as you would 
eafily apprehend, if you w^ better acquainted with the policy and cunning of that 
fort of men, whom you n<w take for beads. 

1 arrived in this place on the i8th of April, and my uncafinefs and trouble took 
date from the day of my arrival ; for 1 found the Indian corn fo fcarec by reafon ol 
the preceding bad harveffs, that I defpaired of finding half fo mqch as I wanted ; but 
after all, I am hopeful, that two villages will furniih me with almoft as much as I have 
occafion for. M. Cavelier arrived here May 6, beii>g accompanied with his nephew, 
Father Anaftafe the recollecf, a pilot, one of the favages, and fome few Frenchmen, 
which made a fort of a party-coloured retinue. Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe- 
thill M. de la Salle had conduflcd upon the difeovery of Mifilfipi. They gave out, 
that they are fent to Canada, in order to go to France, with, fome difpatches frotn 
M. dc la Salic to the King : but we fufpea. that be is dead, becaufe he does not 
return along with them. 1 (hall not fpend time in taking notice of their great journey 
over-land ; which, by the account they give, cannot be lefs than eight hundred 
leagues. 

j^illillmakinac, the place I am now in, is certainly a place of great importance. It 
Km in the latitude of forty-five degrees, and thirty minutes: but as for its longitude, F 
we neChing to fay of it, for reafons mentioned in my fecond letter. It is not above 
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^ difiai^it from the lllmefe Iake» an account of which, and inde^ c^ aU the 
you may exped ellewheie. Here . the Hurong, gad Outaouas have eaish 
of.4^tn beil|g fevered fipm the other by a Angle pallifjidpe : but 

We Outaouas are beginnmg to biin4. a fort upon a hill, that, ftands but one thouiand. 
or; twelve hundred paces off. Ilus precaution they were prompted to by the mun|i^ 
o| a certain Huron, called Sandaopu'es, who was aflaAinated in the Saguinan river hy 
four young Ouraouas. In this place the Jefuits have a little houfe, pr college adjoin- 
ing to a fort of a church, and inclo/cd with pales that feparate it from the village of 
the Hurons. Thefe good fathers lavilh away all their divinity and. patience to no 
purpofe, in converting fuch ignorant inAdels ; for all the length they can bring them 
to, is, that oftentimes they will defire baptifm for their dying children, and fpme few 
fuperannuated perfpns coufent tp receive the facrament pf baptifm, when they And 
rhemfelves at the point of death. The coureurs de bois have but a very fmall fettle- 
ment here ; though at the fame time it is not inconfiderable, as being the (laplc of all 
the goods that they truck with the fouth and the weA favages ; for they cannot avoid 
paAing this way, when they to the feats of t^ lllinefe, and the Oumamis, or to the 
Bay des Puants, and to the river of MiAiApi. The ikins which they import from thefe 
dliFcrent places, muA lie here fume time before they are tranfported to the colony. 
MiAilimakina^ is fituated,vcry advantageouAy j for the Iroquefe dare not venture with 
their forr)’ canoes, to crofs the Areight of the lllinefe bke, which is two leagues over; 
befides that the lake of the Hurons is too rough for fuch Aender boats : and as they 
cannot come to it by water, fo they cannot approach to it by land, by reafon of the 
luarAics, fens, and little rivers, which it would be very diAicult to crote ; not to men- 
tion that the Areight of the lllinefe lake lies Aili in their way. 

You can fcarce believe. Sir, what vaA Aioals of white AAi are caught about the 
middle of the channel, between the continent and the iAe of MiiAlimakinac. The 
Outaouas and the Hurons could never fubAA here without that AAiery ; for they are 
obliged to travel about twenty leagues in the woods, before they can kill any harts or 
elks, and it would be an inAnite ratigue to carry their carcafes fo far over-land. This 
fort of white fiAi, in my opinion, is the only one in all thefe lakes that can be called 
good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of river AAi. Above all, it has one 
Angular property, namely, that all forts of fauces fpoil it, fo that it is always eat either 
boiled or broiled, without any manner of feafoning. In*tbe channel 1 now fpeak of, 
the currents are fo Arong, that they fometimes fuck in the nets, though they are two 
or three leagues off. In fome feafons, it fo foils out that the currents run thr^ days 
eaAward, two dajs to the weA, one to the fouth, and four northward ; fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs. The caufe of this diverAty of currents could never be 
fothomed, for in a edm, th^ will run in thefpace of one day, to all the points of the 
compafs, i. e. fometimes one way, fometimes another, without any limitation of time ; 
fo that the deciAon of the matter muA be leA to the difciples of Copernicus. Here the 
favages catch trouts as big aa one*s thigh, with a fort of AAiing hook made in the form 
of an awl, and made foA to a piece ofbrals wire, which is joined to the line that reaches 
to the bottom of the lake. This fort of AAiery is carried on not only with hooks, but 
with n^, and that in winter, as well as m fummer : for they make holes in die ice at 
a ceriato; diAam:e pne from anotho*, through which they conduff the nets with poles, 
l^e Outaouas and the Hurons have very pleafont Aelds, on winch they fow Indian 
com, peafe, 1^. heaps, befi4es .a iort of citruls, and mdons, , which diAers much 
from ours, and of which 1 Aiall take occaAon to fp^k to another .pfoce. Someumes 
shefe favages thdr cbmyery dear, efpecfolly when the beaver-hunters happens tfot 
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to take welK Upon which occafion they make fufficient reprifals upon us for the ex- 
travagant price of our c(»nmodities. 

As foon as I have brought up fixty facks of com, each of which may weigh fifty 
pound, I am to march with my detachment alone to St. Mary’s Fort, in oracr to engage 
the Sauteurs or the inhabitants of Saut Saint Marie, to join the Outaouas ; after which 
we mean to march with joint forces to the countiy of the Iroquefe. i^fides thefe, 
there is a party of a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the command of the great 
leader Adario, whom the French call the Rat ; but they do not march our way. I 
lhaU write to you with the firlt opportunity after my return from this expedition. Per- 
haps the Jefuits will fend your letters for me along with M. Dcnonville’s to Fort 
St. Joleph, where I am to refidc, 1 fhall expe£l their arrival with the utmoft impa- 
tience. In the mean time I fend you a letter diredled to M. de Seignelay, the purport 
of which I have here fubjoined. It will be a very- fenfiblc obligation laid upon me, if 
you vouchfafe to believe that 1 always am. 

Sir, yours, &c. 


The Letter direded to M. Dc Seignelay. 


Honoured Sir, 

1 AM the fon of a gentleman that fpent three hundred thoufand crowns in deepen- 
ig the water of the two Caves of Bearn: he had the good luck to compafs his end by 
onveying a great many brooks to thefe two rivers j and the current of the Adour was by 
hat means fo far Itrengthcned as to render the bar of Bayonne paifablc by a iifty-gun 
hip, whereas in former times a frigate of ten guns durft not venture over it. It was in 
onfideradon of this great and fuccefsful attempt that fljs Majelty granted to my father 
nd his heirs for ever, certain duties and taxes, amounting to the fum of three thoufand 
ivres a year. This grant was confirmed by an aft of the council of Rate, dated 
anuary 9, 1658, figned Bofiuet, collated, &c. Another advantage accruing to the 
Ling and the province from my father’s fervices, confifis in the bringing down of malts 
nd yards from the Pyrenean mountains, which could |^ever have been efi'udcd if he 
ladnotbyhiscare, and by the dilburfing of immenfefuins, enlarged the quantity of water 
n the Gave of Oleron to a double proportion. 'I'hefe duties and taxes, which had been 
ullly entailed upon him and his heirs, ceafed to be ours when he died} and to inflame 
he difgrace, 1 loll his place, viz. that of being an honorary jud^e of the parliament of 
^Q, and chief juftice in eyre for the province of Bearn } all which were mine by inhe- 
itance. Thefe loifes are now followed by an unjuft feizure that fome pretended credi- 
ors have made of the barony of La Hontan, of a piece of ground that lies contiguous 
a it, and of a hundred thouland livres that lay in the hands of the chamber of Bayonne, 
rhefe iaichlefs creditors have no other reafon to fuc me, but that I am now in the fag 
nd of the world, and that they are rich, and fupported by the credit and protection of 
he parliament of Paris, where they hope to make good their unjuft pretenlions in my 
bfence. Laft year 1 obtained leave to return to France, in order to take care of this 
natter; but now M. de Deuonville has fiont me with a detachment to thefe lak es; 
rom whence I humbly petition that your honour would vouchfafe me leave to come 
lome the next year, and at the fame time honour me with your proteCUoxu 

1 am, with ail poffible refped, Your Honour’s, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

Dated at MijQ^naakmac, Sep. 18, i 68|^. 

Defcribhig the Fall called Saut SuMarht where the Author perfuadesihe InhabUantt ia 
join the Outaouas^ and march againfl the Iroqttefe. And containing an Account of the 
Occurrence of the Voyage between that Place and Mijftlimahinac. ^ 

Sir, 

I AM now returned from the Iroquefe country, and have quitted the Fortof St. Joft^h 
againfl my will. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that you took care of the letter 
direded for M. dc Seignelay, which 1 tranfmitted to you three months ago. 

I fet out from hence in my canoe, June 2 ; and after my arrival at the water-fall 
called Saut Sainte Marie, I perfuaded forty young warlike fellows to join the party of 
the Outaouas that I mentioned in my lafl. This Saut Sainte Marie is a catarafl, or 
rather a w'uter-fall of two leagues in length, which gives vent to the waters of the upper 
lake, and at the bottom of which, not far from the Jefuit’s houfe, there is a village of 
the Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs. This place is a great thoroughhire for the coureurs 
de bois that trade with the northern people, who ufually repair to the brinks of that 
lake in the fummer. The continual fog that rifes from the upper lake, and fpreads 
oyer the adjacent country, renders the ground fo barren that it hears no com.- The 
13th of the lame month I fet out from the above-mentioned village, being accompanied^ 
by the forty young Sauteurs, who embarked in five canoes, each of which held eight 
men. I’ho 16th we arrived at the ille of Detour, where my foldiers and the party of 
the Outaouas had tarried for me two days. The firft day was fpent by the Outaoua» 
and the Sauteurs in warlike feafls, dancing, and finging, purfuant to their wonted' 
cuflom : the next day w'e all* embarked, and travernng from ifle to file, made the 
ifland of Manitouallnin four days. This ifland is twenty-five leagues long, and feveir 
or eight broad. In former times it was poffefTed by the Outaouas of Talon, called the 
Otontagans j who were diflodged by the progrefs of the Iroquefe, that has ruined fo> 
many nations. We coafled upon that iHe a whole day ; and being favoured by a calin»' 
crofTcd from iflc^to ifle till we irifte the call fide of lake. In this padage we eroded^ 
between two iflands that were fix leagues diflant the one from the other ; and upon 
that occafion our watermen, who were not ufed to venture fb far out in their llender 
boats, were fain to tug hard at their oars. The favages flood out at firft, and refufed 
to venture fo far from land, for they w'ould rather have gone fifty leagues about but atr 
laft I over perfuaded them, by reprefenting that I would have been very loth to venture' 
my own peHbn, if I had not been fufiiciently provided againfl all danger by an exadt 
knowledge of the winds and the ftorms. The calm continuing, we made the river of 
Theonontate on the 2 5th. The next day there fprung up a gale from the wefl-fouth- 
weft, which kept us back for four or five days ; but our flop was of no great' advantage; 
to us, for it rained fo heavily, that we could not hunt. This country is the ancint feax 
of the.Harons, as it appears from the name they give to their nations in thdr osnx 
language, viz. Theonontateronons, i. e. the inhabitants of Theonontate- But afte^ the- 
IroqUt^ had upon divem occafions, taken and defeated great numbers of them, the reft 
quined the^^iintryto avoid the likefate. We rc-embarked on the.a^thttmdpnthe ift 
of July arrived at Fort St. Jofeph, where the foldiers I had left w^ted for us with-grear 
impatience. Having .landed fome fteks c^-com at the fort, we fet out again on the 3d: 
of July, and pui:faed our coiirfe with ail diligencey^ftiorder to ad eurly appeurance inr< 
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'the Iroqaefe’COttntiy. We failed through the ftrait or neck, .and ftood to the fouih 
itde of the lake Erie; and being favoured bj the vreather, arrived on die 1 7th in the 
river Conde, which I ihall have occailon to take notice of in deferibiog the lakes of 
■Canada. Immediately, upon our landing, the favagea fell to work in , cutting , down 
•trees, and ^alung a redoubt of ftakes, or pales, for the fccurity of our canoes and bag- 
\gage, and for a me retreat to ourfelves in cafe of necellity. 

The aoih they marched, each man being provided with a light covering, a bow, and 
fomeaiToWs, (or elfea fufec) and a little bag containing ten pound weight of the dour 
of the Indian com. They thought it molt convenient to keep to the banks of the 
liver, upon which the Goyogoans are wont to (ifli for flurgeon ; for, that fiOi, which is 
iix feet; in length, comes out of the lakes in hot weather, and fwims up the* rivers. 
They had refolved likewife, if they found the country clear to march up and furprizc 
the villages of the Goyogoans : but they were foon eufed of that trouble, for they had 
not marched two days when their fcouts deferied three hundred Iroquefe ; and on the 
ether hand, the Iroquefe fpied them to fuch purpofc, that the fcouts efcaped very 
narrowly, and had much ado to return to the body of the party, which immediately 
betook themfelves to flight. I was mightly furprized when I heard the ccntinel of our 
redoubt cry out, Aux armes, our men are beaten and purfued ; but I was yet more fur- 
prized when I faw the fugitives run at full fpeed, when there pas nobody behind them. 
When they came up, they were all fllent for half an hour, purfuant to their ufe and 
wont; after which their leader recounted to me the particulars of the adventure. I 
thought at firft that their advanced guards had miilook the number of the enemies ; 
for 1 knew that the. Outaouas had not the reputation of too much courage; but the 
next day a party of the Iroquefe appeared in fight of our redoubt, which gave the 
occafion to believe that they were in the right of it. Nay, this truth was afterwards 
confirmed by a certain flave called Chaouanon, who made his cfcape to the redoubt, and 
afiured me, that the Iroquefe were not lefs than four hundred; to which he added, 
that they expeded to be joined by fixty more that had marched feme months before 
• to the country of the Ouraamis. He informed us f^her, that while the Marquis de 
Denonville was concerting meafurcs for a peace with the five nations, an Englilhman, 
of the name of Aria, accompanied with fume others, eq^voured to diffuade them from 
jpace, by orders from the governor of New York.^In the mean tiifle the favages 
naving prefled me to aflid at a council of war, they propofed to lie by for a fair wind, 
and then to embark, lliey reprefent, that they defigned to fail to the end of the lake, 
where they would infallibly light upon the fixty Iroquefe that Ijqlcmtioned above; but 
withal, that they could not agree jo fet out in a calm, becaufe that after their qui^g 
•the redoubt, and launching out, a contrary wind migh|. force them afliore, where thdr 
throats might be cut if the enemy purfuca them. 1 .replied, that it was then iiich fine 
weadier^ that we had nothing to expef); but calms ;• that if we tarried longer in this 
place, our enemies would thereby gain dme to make canoes in order tp a purfuit : tbqt 
fince the iavourablencfs of the wind was fo uncertain, we ought to embark withont bis 
of dme; that we. might fail in the night and bulk in the day time behind rocks, aiul 
points of land ; and, that by this means the enymy would be at a' lofs to know whether 
we ftood to the fouth or to the north fide of^Ae Iqke. , The fav^es made anlWer, that 
it was true their tarrying might be every way parejudi^ial ; but it was equtdly true,, that 
«ay expedient was dap^ous : however;, they confented to anbark .almg .wkh tu^ 
fortbat ^ gummed their canoes. We qmbarkediOP; the 341^ ai( night, tlm ]ivouher 

clear, and jcadiQ, madea|mt ded of way, that idght,.andtHa fuo:e^^ 
3 .%:||plt-.eveidng. w^ to ananrac«,, 4 ^tgnipg.tq-flcep^^^ (hroeor l^'houn^ jbu^ 
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MftD out the niidni^ we waghed oar little woo^ aoehorsi 

and onelialf of die mem i«wed while die :otfter w^^ reft. lliu$ did we coathtue to' 

fteer^b a'gi’eat deal of precaution and caiie^* rowing allnig^t, and lying all day* 
July a8di, when we were lying almoft allallMpin a creek of a little hland, the wateh* 
delcr^ng fome canoes that made towards us, waked ibme favages- that had gone aApro 
toileep the more conveniently. The noife having Alarmed us all^ we pretemly a^e 
euifelves ready to get in head of thefe canoes; but at the fame time, though' we were 
but half a league off; we could not diftinguifh who they were, by reafon that the fuO' 
beams falling perpen^cularly, made the furface of the water look like a lookihg-glafs. 
Irfdeed there bring but two of themi we reckoned they were manned with Iroquefe; 
and that each-of them contained at leaft twenty men ; upon which rufpicion, the leader 
of the Sauteurs offered to gO' alhore with bis men, andpoft himfelf attheentryof a 
wood,, from whence he would foftly follow the canoes without being difeovered, until- 
fuch time as we forced them aOiorc. At the fame time he propofed that the Outaouas 
and my detachment Ihould fuiFcr them to be within a mulket-lbot of the ifland before we 
difeovered ourfelves, or off'ered to give them chafe, upon the apprehenffon that if we 
followed them clofer, they would be fo far from getting on Ihore, that th^ woiiUl- 
fight as defperate, and chufe rather to be killed or drowned than to be taken. Thi;} 
propofal was liked, and «every thing was managed accordingly. As fooii as our im- 
known enemy perceived us, they made the fhore with all imaginable precipitation ; and 
juft when they were gomg to knock their prifoners on the head, the Sauteurs fell upon 
them, but mifled of their aim in taking them all alive ; for they fought to the laft gafp, 
like men that knew no medium betwixt cunqueft and death. Una faltis vidls nulla/, r 
fperare falutem. This engagement 4>appened while wc landed ; however, the Sauteurs 
came off with honour, for they loft only four men, and of twenty Iroquefe they killed 
three, wounded five, and took the reft prifoners, fo that not one of them efcapeib 
The Iroquefe had along with them eighteen flaves of the Oumamis, who were ail 
wounded, and feven big-bellied women, from whom we had intelligence that the reft- 
of their party were then upon their return by land upon the banks of the lake, having 
thirty-four prifoners, of both fexes ; and that they could not then be far offl Where 
this intelligence was laid befoqi us, the Outaouas were of the opinion that we Ihodld- 
reft fatisfied with the feats we had done, upon the ’plea that the above-mendoned four 
hundred Iroquefe would certainly get before us. On the other hand^ the SaUteuro 
maintained that they had rather periih than fail to attempt the refeue of thefe prifoners, 
and the defeat of the whole party ; and that if nobody would fecond them, they would 
make the attempt by themfelves. The bravery of this reiblution obliged me to en-' 
courage and edge on the Outaouas. I remonftrated to them, that in regard the Sail- 
teurs engroffed the glory of the former afbion, they had more reafon than we to 
decline me rifque of a fecond engagement , that if we refufed to back them, our 
cowardice would cover us with everkfting infamy ; and, that in order to render the 
attack more fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy precaution in finding out fome point or 
ribbwof land where our canoes,^ our baggage, and. our prifoners might be lodged Me. 
The^Outaouas had a great deal of rehi&ney to the matter ; however, after eopfUl^g 
among themfelves, . they complied with the propofal, more for fhame, thah^ot of true 
rourage. ^ Having laid down that joint reiblution, we made up a little fort Of a fenco 
in fevehbr ei^ Imuts, 'id>d th^ fent out fooutson all handsy . while ftj'e main body was 
k^tinreadinriTslOitnarof^ upcm the fi ^ ; ' / ■ * 

AugUft 4V twobf bur ipiesretu upon full fpeed, to acquriiit us that thb IfoqaOfO 
; wercimtabOTUthr^leajgussoff,iand thatthey.advanced't<)<w(u;dsds^andjmtha^^ thaa 
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upon the road there mras a little brook, upon which an ambufcademi^ht be conveniently 
laid. This advice animated our favages fo much, that they run immediately to take 
pofTeilion of that advantageous poll ; but they knew not how to make the right ufe of 
it. The OutMuas were too hafty in firing ; and by fliooting at too great a diftance, 
gave all the enemies an opportunity of making their efcape, abating for ten or twelve 
whofe heads were brought into tltc little fort where I ftaid. The Haves indeed were 
all retaken, and fo refeued from the cruelty of thefe tigers ; which encouraged us to 
reft fatisfied. When the expedition was over, we flowed thefe poor wretches in our 
canoes, and fleered with all expedition to the ftrait or neck of the lake of Huron, 
which we made on the 13th. We enjoyed a great deal of plcafure in fteniniing the 
current of that ftreight ; the illands of which, that I mentioned above, were Covered 
with roe-bucks. This opportunity we did not flight ; nor did we grudge our flopping 
upon thefe illands for eight days ; during which time wc were bufied in hunting, and 
refreflied ourfclves with plenty of excellent fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded 
and retaken prifoners had an opportunity of relHng, and of drinking the broth of 
-feveral forts of meat ; and wc had time to broil as much meat as wc could flow in our 
canoes, not to mention the great number of turkeys that we were obliged to cat upon 
■the fpot, for fear that the heat of the fcafon would fpoil them. 

In that fpace of time the poor wounded lavages were car/^fully purged with fuch 
roots as the Americans are well verfed in ; w'hich 1 mean to explain to you in its proper 
time and place ; and they wanted not good refloratives of jelly-broth. The 24th we 
re-embarked, and arrived at night at Fort St. Jofepli, where I found a party of eighty 
Ouinamis, commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately returned from Niagara, 
expelled my arrival with the uimoft impatience. IW'hen I landed, I was furprized to 
fee the fort crammed with favages ; but on the other hand, they were equally aflonilhed 
to find iq our company their countrymen, to whofe hard fortune they had been alto- 
gether flrangers. The joyful meeting filled the air with acclamations, and panegyrics 
rung all about to an extravagant degree. J wifli. Sir, you had been there to partake 
of the pleafure of fo fine a Ihow ; had you been prefent, you would have joined with 
me in owning that all our French rhetoric cannot reach fuch pithy and fignificant 
figures, efpecially upon the fcore of hyperboles, as made up the bulk of the harangues 
qfhd fongs that thefe poor people uttered with rapture and tranfport. Michitonka 
acquainted me, that after he went to the fort of Niagara, with a defign to make feme 
cxpediti(m into the country of theTfonontouans, he found that the fcur\'y had made 
fuch a terrible havoc in that fort, that it had fwept off the commander, and all the 
foldiers, bating twelve, who had the good luck to get over it, as well as M. dc Ber- 
^eres, who by the advantage of a hale conflitution, had ftemmed the raging violence of 
that diflemper. He informed me farther, that M. Bcrgercs having refolved to fet out 
with his twelve men for the fort of Frontenac, had defired of him a reinforcement of 
fome young Oumamis, which was granted him ; that after M. Bergeres had em- 
barked, himfelf marched over-land to the country of the Onnontagues, where he re- 
joined the reinforcement he had granted to M. de Bergeres, and underflood from 
■them, that during the winter the feurvy had carried ofi'as many foldiers at Fort Fron- 
tenac as at Niagara ; and, that M. de Dcnonville was negociating a peace with the 
Iroquefe. 

Tbt'govenjor of fort Frontenac had requefted Michitonka to engage in no enter- 
pnTer and to return home with his men ; upon which that leader being in full march 
homeward, was attacked by three hundred Onnontagues, whom he durfl not engage 
othrewiffi than iii-.a running fight, by which he loft lour men. Being informed of all 
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thefe circumfhnccs, I confultcd with the three different nations that were then ported 
in my fort. After a mature reflection upon the intelligence that was laid before them, 
they came to this refolution ; that fince the Marquis de Dcnonville had a mind to clap 
up a peace, and the fort of Niagara was abdicated, the fort Ithea comaiuuded would 
Ik> of no ufc ; that fince I had neither provifions nor ammunition for above two months, 
1 fliould be obliged at the end of thefe two mtmths to retreat to the place from whence 
] now write ; that at that time of the year our navigation would be uneaiy and dan- 
gerous ; that in regard I lay under an indifpenfible nccefliiy of making my retreat, it 
was of no great moment whether T marched off two rnoruits fijoner or later ; and, in 
fine, that fince 1 had received no frefh orders, nor no fuccours, it was my bufinefs to 
go olT al{>ng with them, 'l iiis refolution, which was a fuflicient argument to fway me, 
afiorded matter of joy to the foldicrs, who were afraid of being obliged to a more 
rigorous courfe of abflincnce in that poll than they had formerly undergone; for 
liie meafure-: of a critical abftincncc do not fit well upon a foldier’s ftomach ; in fine, 
purfuant tc our joint refolution, we fet fire to the fort on the zylh, and embarked that 
fame day., and keeping clofe to the foulli fltorc of the lake that I took notice of in my 
h.i't, arrived here on tiio 10 th of September. The Oumamis marched over-land to 
their os\ n country, ajid carried with them the wounded, who were then in a condition 
to mart! . 

Xfpoi) my arrival in this* place, I found here M. de la Durantay, whom M. Denon- 
\ille has ihvefled with the commillion of commander of the cmireurs de bois that 
trade upon the lakes, and in the fouthem countries of Canada. The governor has 
font me orders to return to the colony if the feafon and other circumrtances permit ; 
or to tarry here till the fpring, if 1 forefee infurmountable difficulties in the paffage. In 
the mean time he has lent me efl'eits to anfwcr the pay of my detachment, and to fub- 
lirt them in the winter. Thefi? o|'ders would be extremely acceptable to me, if I could 
but contrive how to return to the colony ; but that feems to be abfolutcly impofliblc; 
and both thel’rcnch and the favages agree that it is lb. I’herc are in that paflage fa 
many water-falls, catarads, and places where there is a necellity of tedious land-car- 
riages, that I dare not run fuch hazards with my Ibldiers, who cannot work the boats 
but upon flagnant water. Upon that confideration I have thought it more proper to 
halt here till the next year ; at which time 1 defign to take the advantage of the com- 
pany of fotne Frenchmen and favages, that promife to take into each of their canoes 
one of my men. In the mean time, I am upon the point of undertaking another voy- 
age, for I cannot mow niyfelf up here all this winter. I defign to make the beft ulb 
of my time, and to travel through the fouthern countries that I have fo often 
heard of, having engaged four or five good huntfinen of the Outaouas to go along with 
me. 

The party of the Iliirons that I mentioned in the beginning of my letter, returned 
hither two months ago, and brought with them an iroquefe Have, whom their leader 
prefented to M. de Inchercau, the late colonel of the courcurs de bois, and whom 
that colonel ordered to be immediately fhot. The crafty leader ailed upon that oc- 
cafion a very cunning and malicious part, the fatal confequences of which I eafily 
fbrefec ; ho eiitrurted nobody with the fccret but myfclf ; for he is my true friend, 
and he knows that I am his ; however, I inuft go no farther upon this matter, left 
my letter fliould be intercepted. Though after all, if the blow were not already given, 
or if it were poflible to remedy it, my triendfhip Ihould not hinder me from acquaint- 
ing M. de Denonville with the intrigue, that he might get clear of it as well as he 
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could. If it plcafes God to allow me a fafe return to France, I {hall tell you the flory 
by word of mouth. 

1 undcrftand by your lafl;, that the King has preferr^ hus almoner, the abbot of 
St. Valiers, to the bifhoprick of Quebec ; and that this bifhop was confecrated in 
St. Sulpice’s church. This piece of news would be very welcome to me, if 1 thought 
he would be lefs rigid than M. de Laval, his predecelTor, But what likelihood is there 
that the new bifhop will be of a traftable temper ? If it is true that he has refufed other 
good bifliopricks, he niuft be as fcrupulous as the ‘monk Dracontius, that St. Athana* 
fius cenfurcs for not accepting of a prefentation to a bifhoprick that was offered him ; 
in fine, if he is of that fcrupulous temper, his critical ftriftnefs will I'carce go down 
in this country ; for the people are already tired out with his predeceffor’a excom- 
munications. 

1 am. Sir, yours, kc. 


LETTER XVI. 

Dated at Miflilimakinac, May 2f>. i 6Sq. 

Coniaining an Account of the Author's Departure from and ‘Return to Mi/Jilimakinac. 

A Dejeription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages. An ample Defeription of the 

Beavers ; followed by the Journal of a remarkable Voyage upon the Long River, and a. 

Map of the adjacent Country. 

Sir, 

THANK God, I am now returned from my voyage upon the Long River, which 
falls into the river of Miflifipi. I would willingly have traced it up to its fourcc if 
feveral obftacles had not flood in my way. I fe; out from hence the 24th of 
September accompanied with my own detachment, and the five huntfmen I mentioned 
in my laft ; who indeed did me a great deal of fervice. All the foldiers were provided 
with new canoes loaded with provifions and ammunition, and fuch commodities as are 
proper for the favages. The wind, which flood then in the north, wafted me in three 
days to the bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty leagues off. The mouth of that bay 
^ is in a manner choaked with ifles, and the bay itfelf is ten leagues broad, and twenty- 
five leagues long. 

The 29th we came to a little deep fort of a river, which difeinbogucs at a place 
where the water of the lake fwells three foot high in twelve hours, and decreafes as 
much in the fame compais of time. Our tarrying there three or four days gave me an 
opportunity of making this remark : the villages of the Sakis, the Pouteouatamis, and 
fome Malominis, arc fcated on the fide of that river, and the Jefuits have a houfe or 
college built upon it. I’his is a place of great trade for fkins and Indian com, which 
thefe favages fell to the coureurs de bois, as they come and go, it being the nearelt 
and inoft convenient paffage to the river of Mifliltpi. 'J’he foil of this country is fo 
fertile that it produces (in a manner without agriculture) our European corn, peafe, 
beans, and feveral other fruits that are not known in France. As foon as 1 landed, 
the warriors of thefe three nations came by turns to my apartment, to regale me with 
the calumet dance, and with the captain’s dance ; the former being a fignification of 
peace and friendfhip, and the latter of refped and efteem. I returned the compliment 
with a prefent of fome rolls of Brafil tobacco, which they value mightily, and fprne 
firings M Venice beads, with which they embroider their coats. Next morning I was 
' invited 
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invited to a feaft with one of the three nations ; and after ha^dng fent to them forae 
dirties and plates, purfuant to the cuftom of the country, I went accordingly about 
noon. They began with congratulating tny arrival, and after I had returned them 
thanks, fell a Tinging and dancing one after another, in a particular manner, of 
which you may expert a circumftantial account when I have more^ leifure. The 
finging and dancing larted for two hours, being feafoned with acclamations of joy and 
jefts, which made up part of their ridiculous murtc. After that the flaves came to ferve, 
and all the company fat down after the Eaftern falhion, every one being provided with 
his mefs, juft as our monks are in the monaftery halls. 

Firft.of all, four platters were fet down before me, in theftrft of which there were 
two white fifli only boiled in water ; in the fecond, the tongue and bread of a roebuck 
boiled ; in the third, two wood-hens, the hind feet or trotters of a bear, and the 
tail of a beaver, all roafted ; and the fourth contained a large quantity of broth made 
of feveral forts of meat. For drink they gave me a very pleafant liquor, which was 
nothing but a fyrup of maple beat up with water ; but of this more ell'ewhere. The 
feaft lailed two hours } after which I intreated one of the grandees to fing for me ; for 
in all the ceremonies made ufe of among the favages, it is cuftomary to employ another 
to a£l for them. I made this grandee a prefent of forae pieces of tobacco, in order to 
oblige him to aft my part till night. Next day, and the day after, I was obliged to go 
to the fealls of the other two nations, who obferved the fame formalities. The moft 
curious thing I faw in the villages was ten or twelve tame beavers, that went and 
came like dogs from the rivers to the cottages, without draggling out of the road. 
I afked the favages if thefe animals could live out of the water ; and received this anfwer, 
that they could live artiore as well as dc^s, and that they had kept fome of them above 
a year, without fufiering them to go near the rivers : from whence I conclude, that 
the cafuifts are out in not ranging ducks, geefe, and teals in the number of amphi- 
bious animals, as the naturalifts arc wont to do. 1 had heard the lame ftory from 
fevcral Americans before ; but being apprehenlive that there were dirterent fpecies of 
beavers, 1 had a mind to be better informed : and indeed there is a particular kind of 
them, which the lavages call the terreftrial, or land-beaver ; but at the fame time they 
tell you, thefe are of a different fpecies from the amphibious fort ; for they make holes 
or dens in the earth, like rabbits or foxes, and never go near the water, unlefs it be to 
drink. They are likewife called by the favages, the lazy or idle kind, as being 
expelled by the other beavers from the kennels in which thefe animals arc lodged, to 
the number of eighty. Thefe kennels I mean to deferibe afterwards ; in the mean time 
1 only take occafion to acquaint you, that the idle fort being unwilling to work, are 
expelled by the others, juft as wafps ai*e by bees ; and are fo teafed by them, that 
they are forced to quit the kennels, which the better and more induftrlous race huddles 
up to thcmfelves in the fens. This fupine beaver refembles the other fort in its 
figure, excepting that the hair is rubbed off* the back and the belly, which is 
occafioned by their rubbing againft the earth when they return to, or ftir out from 
their holes. 

The writers of natural hiftory are very much out, in fancying that the beavers cut 
off their own tefticles, when purfued by the huntfmen j for that which the phyficians 
call caftoreum, is not lodged in the tefticles, but in a certain bag that nature Teems 
to have formed on purpofe for thefe animals, and this bag they make ufe of to clear 
their teeth, after the biting of fome gummy ihrub. But fuppofing the tefticles to be 
the proper receptacle of the caftor, we mull ftill conedve that it is impoffible for a 
beaver to pull out his tefticles, without rending the nerves of the groin, in which they 
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are feated juft by the fharebone. It is manifeft that Elian and feveral other naturallfts* 
were fcarce acquainted with.beaver*hunting} for had they known any thing of the 
matter, they would never have talked of the purfuing of thefe animals, which never 
go from the fide of the pond where the kennels are built ; and which dive under water 
upon the lead noife, and return to their dens when the danger is over. If thefe 
creatures were but fenfible of the reafon for which war is declared againft them, they 
would flea themfelves alive ; for it is the fkin only that the huntfmen want, the value 
of the caftor being nothing in comparifon with that. A great beaver is twcnty>fix 
inches long, from the hind head to the root of the tail. It is about three foot and eight 
inches round, its head is feven inches long and fix broad ; its tail is fourteen inches long, 
and fix broad, and about the middle it has the thicknefs of an inch and two linen. The 
figure of the tail is oval ; the fcalc with which it is covered, and which perforins the 
office' of what the phyficians call the epidermis, or fcarf-fkin, is an irregular hexagon. 
The beaver carries upon its tail the clay, the earth and other materials of which they 
make their banks and kennels, or huts, by a wonderful inftind. Its ears arc lliort, 
round and hollow ; its legs arc five inches long, its feet fix inches and eight lines, and 
its paw's arc three inches and a half from the heel to the end of the great toe*. Its 
paws arc formed much like a man's hand, and they make ufc of them in feeding as 
apes do. The five toes are joined like thofe of a duck, with a membrane of a flate 
colour. It eyes arc of the Icifer fizc, in proportion to the bulk of its body, and bear 
the figure of a rat’s eyes. Before its muzzle there are four fore-teeth or cutters, viz. 
two in each jaw, as in a rabbit, bcfidcs which it has fixleen grinders, that is, eight 
In the upper, and as many in the lower mandible. 'I’he cutters arc above an inch 
long, and a quarter of an inch broad, being very ftrong and (harp like a ciitlas ; for 
a beaver aflifted by its alTociatcs, (if 1 may fo call its fellow-bcavcrs) cuts down trees 
as big as a hogflicad j which I could never have believed, if I had not obferved 
with iny own eyes, about twenty trunks of trees cut clown in that fulhion. A beaver 
has two lays of hair ; one is long, and of a fhining black colour, with a grain as big 
as that of man’s hair ; the other is fine and fmooth, and in winter fifteen lines long : 
in a word, the lafl; is the fineft down in the world, 'I’he fkin of liich a beaver as I 
have now deferibed, will be two pound weight, but the price varies according to the 
^oodnefs. In winter and autumn the flefh of a beaver cats very well, if it be roafled. 
Thus, Sir, 1 have prefented you with an exad defeription of thefe reputed amphi- 
bious animals which make fuch flrudures, that all the art of man can fcarce equal. 
Upon another occafion perhaps I may give you a circumflantial account of their 
wonderful ftrufture, which I decline at prefent, becaufe the digreffion would be too 
tedious. 

To return to my voyage. Aft^r our arrival in the bay of Ponteouatamis, w'c bid 
adieu to the navigation upon the lakes of Canada; and fetting out September 30, ar- 
rived Odk)ber 3, at the foot of the fall of Kakalin, after ftemming forae little currents in 
the river of Puants. The next day wc accompliflicd the fmall land-carriage, and on 
the 5ih arrived before the village of Kikapous, in the neighbourhood of which I en- 
camped the next day, in order to receive iiUelligence. 'I'hat village Hands upon the 
brink of a little lake, in which the favages fifh great quantities of pikes and gudgeons. 
I found only thirty or forty men fit for war in the place, for the reft were gone a 
beaver -hunting fotne days before. The 7th 1 rcimbarked, and rowing hard, made in the 
evening the little lake oi Malominis, where we killed bucks and buftards enough for 
fupper. We went affiore that night, and built huts for ourfelves upon a point of land 
that flioots out j by break of day I went in a canoe to the village, and after an hour’s 
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conference with feme of the favages, prefented them with two rolls of tobacco, and 
they, by way of acknowledgement, made me a prefent of two or three facks of oat- 
meal : for the fides of the lake are covered with a fort of oats, which grow in tufts, 
with a tall ftalk, and of which the favages reap plentiful crops. The 9th I arrived at 
the foot of Outagamis fort, where I found but few people ; however, they gave me a 
very kind reception, for after dancing the calumet before the door of my hut, they 
made me a prefent of venifon and fifli. Next day they conveyed me up the river, to 
the place where their folks were hunting the beavers. The i ith we embarked, and 
landed the 13th upon the fliore of a little lake, where the head of that nation refided. 
After we had reared up our huts, that general gave me a vilit, and enquired which way 
1 intended to move. 1 made anfwer, that 1 was fo far from defigning to march toward 
the Nadoueflious. his enemies, that I fhould not come near them by one hundred 
leagues ; and to confirm the innocence of my intentions, I prayed him to fend fix 
warriors to accompany me to the Long River, which I defigned to trace up to its fource. 
lie replied, that he was extreniely glad to find that I carried neither arms nor cloaths 
fo the Nadoueflious ; that he faw I had not the equipage of a coureur dc bois, but that 
on the contrary, I had fomc difeovery in my view. At the fame time he cautioned me 
not to venture too far up that noble river, by reafon of the multitudes of people that 
I would find there, though they have no (lomach for war : he meant, that fome nume- 
rous party might furprize me in the night-time. In the mean time, inftead of the fix 
warriors that I defired, he gave me ten, who underfiood the lingua, and knew the 
country of the Eokoros, with whom his nation had maintained a peace of twenty years 
fianding. 1 (laid two days with this general, during which time he regaled me nobly, 
and walked about with me to give me the fatisfaflion of obferving the difpofure of the 
cottages of the beaver-hunters j a defeription of which you may expedl: in another 
place ; I prefented him with a fufee, twelve flint (tones, two pounds of powder, four 
pounds of ball, and a little axe, and I gave each of his two fons a great coat, and a roll 
of Brafil tobacco. Two of the ten warriors that he gave me, could fpcak the language 
of the Outaouas, which I was well pleafed with •, not that I was a (Irangcr to their own 
IiinguagCj for between that and the Algonkin there is a great difference, but in regard 
that there were feveral words that puzzled me. My four Outaouas were tranfported 
with this little reinforcement, and were then fo encouraged, that they told me above 
four times, that we might venture fafely fo far as the plantation of the fun. I em- 
barked with this fmall guard the i6th about noon, and arrived that night at the land- 
carriage of Ouifconfinc, which we finiflied in two days, that is, we left the river of 
Puants, and tranfported our canoes and baggage to the river Ouifconfinc, which is not 
above three quarters of a league didant, or thereabouts. I (hall fay nothing of the 
river wc left, but that it was muddy, full of (helves, and inclofed with a deep coad, 
marlhes, and frightful rocks. 

The 19th we embarked upon the river Ouifconfinc, and being favoured by a flack 
current, arrived in (bur days at the place where it empties itfelf into the river Mifli- 
fipi ; which is about half, a league broad in that part. The force of the current, and 
the breadth of that river is much the fame as that of the Loire. It lies north-ead and 
fouth-wed, and its fides adorned with meadows, lofty trees and firs. I obferved but 
two iilands upon it, though there may be more, which the darknefs of the night hid 
from us as we came down. The 23d we landed upon an illand in the river Miflifipi, 
over againd the river 1 fpoke of but now, and were in hopes to find fome wild-goats 
there, but had the ill-fortune to find none. The day after we crolTed to the other fide 
of the river, founding it every where, as we had done the day before, and found nine 
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feet water in the (hallowefl: place. The 2d of November we made the mouth of the 
Long River, having firft ftemmed feveral rapid currents of that river, though it was 
then at the lowed ebb. In this little pafTage we killed feveral wild beeves, which we 
broiled, and catched feveral large dabs. On the 3d we entered the mouth of the Long 
River, which looks like a lake full of bull-rulhes ; we found in the middle of it a 
narrow channel, upon which we fteered till night, and then lay by to fl^ep in our canoes. 
In the morning I enquired of my ten Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were 
clear of the rufhes, and received this anfwer, that they had never been in the nuiit!) of 
that river before, though at the fame time they alfured me, that about twenty leagues 
higher the banks of it were clad with wood and meadows. But after all, we did not 
fail fo for, for about ten o’clock next morning the river became pretty narrow; and the 
fhore was covered with lofty trees ; and after continuing our courfe the reft of that 
day, we had a profpefi of meadows now and then. That fame night wc landed at a 
point of land, with a defign to drefs our broiled meat, for at that time we had none 
frelli. The next day we flopped at the firft iiland we faw, in which we found neither 
man nor beaft ; and the evening drawing near, I was unwilling to venture far into it, 
fo we even contented ourfelves with the catching of fome forry filh. The 6th a gentle 
gale fprung up, which wafted us to another iflaud about twelve leagues higher, where 
we landed. Our paflage to this place was very quick, notwit^ftanding the great calm 
that always prevails upon the river, which I take to be the lead rapid river in the world. 
But the quicknefs of the paflage was not the only furpiifal, for I was amazed that 1 faw 
no harts, nor bucks, -nor turkies, having met with them all along in the other parts of 
my difeovery. The 7th the fame wind drove us to a third ifland, that lay ten or twelve 
leagues off the former, which we quitted in the morning. In this third ifland our 
lavages killed thirty or forty pheafants, which I was not ill pleafed with. 

The 8th the wind proving unferviceable to us, by reafon that it was intercepted by 
hills covered with firs, we plied our oars : and about two in the afternoon, deferied on 
the left hand large meadows, and fome huts at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
from the river. Upon this difeovery, our favages and ten of the foldiers jumped upon 
the fhore, and dire^ed their courfe to the houfes, where they found fifty or fixty huntf- 
men prepared to recrive them, with their bows and arrows. As foon as the huntfmen 
4 ieard the voice of the Outagamis, they threw down their arms, and prefented the com- 
pany with fome deer that they had juft killed, which they likew'ife helped to carry to iny 
canoes. The benefactors were fome of the Eokoros, who had left their villages, and 
come thither to hunt. I prefented them, more out of policy, than acknowledgment, 
with tobacco, knives and needles, which they could not but admire. Upon this, they 
repaired with expedition to their villages, and gave their alTociatcs to underftand, what 
a good fort of people they had met with ; which had fo much influence, that the next 
day towards the evening, there appeared upon the river fide above two thoufand favages, 
who fell a dancing as foon as they deferied us ; thereupon, our Outagamis went 
afhore, and after a fhort conference, fome of the principal favages embarked on board 
of our canoes, and fo we all fteered to the chief village, which we did not reach till 
midnight. I ordered our huts to be made up on a point of land near a little river, at the 
diftance of a quarter of a league from the village. Though the favages preffed me ex- 
tremely to lodge in one of their villages, yet none went with them but the Outagamis, 
aiid the four Outaouas, who at the fame time cautioned the favages not to approachito 
our camp in the ni^t time. Next day I allowed my foldiers to refrefli and reft them- 
felyes ; and went myfelf to vint Ihe grandees of this nation, to whom I gave prefents of 
knives, feiffars, needles and tobacco. They gave me to underftand, that they were 
I infinitely 
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infinitely well pleafed with our arrival in their country, for that they fiad heard the 
favages of other nations fpcak very honourably of the French. 1 took leave of them on 
the I zth, and fet out with a convoy of five or fix hundred favages, who marched upon 
the fliore, keeping pace with our canoes. We paffed by another village that lay to tfle 
right hand, and flopped at a third village that was five leagues diflant from the firft, 
but did not difembark ; for all that I defigned, u'as to make a prefent to the leading 
men of the village, from whom 1 received more Indian corn, and broiled or dried meat, 
than 1 occafion for. In fine, I paffed from village to village without flopping, unlefs it 
were to incamp all night, or to prefent the favages with fome trinkets ; and fo fleered 
on to the laft village, with a defign to get fomc intelligence. As foon as we arrived at 
the end of this village, the great governor, who indeed was a venerable old gentleman, 
fent out hunters to bring us good cheer. He informed me, that fixty leagues higher I 
fhould meet with the nation of the Effanapes, w'ho waged war with him; that if it had 
not been for their being at war, he would have given me a convoy to their country ; 
that, however, he meant to give up to me fix flaves of that country, which I might carry 
home, and make ufe of as 1 law occafion; and that in failing up the river, I had nothing 
to fear, but the being furprized in the night-time. In fine, after he had inflrudled me 
in feveral very ufeful circumflances, 1 immediately made every thing ready for my 
departure. The commanders of this people acquainted me that they had twelve villages 
peopled by twenty thoufisid warriors ; that their number was much greater before the 
war, which they waged at one time with the Nadoneffis, the Panimoha, and the Effa- 
napes. The people are very civil, and fo far from a wdld favage temper, that they have 
an air of humanity and fweetnefs. Their huts are lon^, and round at the top, not 
unlike thofc of our favages, but they are made of reeds and bulrufhcs, interlaced and 
cemented with a fort of fat earth. Both the men and women go naked all over ex- 
cepting their privities. The w’omen are not fo handfome as thofe who live upon the 
lakes of Canada. There feems to be fomething of government and fubordination among 
this .people ; and they have their houfes fortified with the branches of trees, and 
fafcincs flrengthened with fat earth. 

The 2ifl we embarked at the break of day, and landed that night in an ifland 
covered with ftones and gravels, having paffed by another at which I would not put in, 
becaufe I would not flight the opportunity of the wind, which then flood very fidr. 
Next (jay the wind flanding equally fair, we fet out and continued our courfe all that 
day, and the following night ; for the fix Effanapes informed us, that the river was 
clean, and free from rocks and beds of fand. The 23d we landed early in liie morn- 
ing on the right fide of the river, in order to careen one of our boats that fprung a 
leak. While that was doing, we drefl fome venifon that had been prefented me by the 
commander of the laft village of the Eokoros; and the adjacent country being re- 
plcnilhed with woods, the favages of our company went a {hooting in the forefts; but 
they faw nothing but fmall fowls, that they did not think fit to (hoot at. As foon as we 
re-embarkcd, the wind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were forced to ply the oars ; but 
moft of the crew having flept but little the night before, they rowed but very faintly, 
which obliged me to put in at a great ifland two leagues & higher; the fix Ellanapes 
flaves having informed me, that this ifland afforded great plenty of hares, which I found 
to be true. Thefe animals had a lucky inflindl in taking flielter in this ifland, for there 
the woods arefo thick, that we were forced to fet fire to feveral places, before we could 
^odge them. 

Having made an end of our game, my foldicrs fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo 
found afleep that I could fcarce get them waked upon a falfe aiarm, occafioned by a 
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herd of wolves that made a noife among the thickets upon the continent. We re- 
embarked next day at ten o’clock in the morning, and did not run above twelve 
leagues in two days, by rcafon that the favages of our company would needs walk along 
the river fide with their guns, to (hoot gcel'eand ducks ; in which they had very good 
fuccefs. After that we encamped juft by the mouth of a little river on the right hand, 
and the Eftanapes Haves gave me notice, that the firft of their villages was not above 
ftxteen or eighteen leagues off. Upon this information, I lent, by the advice of the 
favages of our company, two of the Haves to give notice of our arrival. '1 lie 26th we 
rowed briflily, in hopes to reach the firft village that day ; but being retarded by the 
huge quantities of floating wood that we met in feveral places, we were forced to con- 
tinue allm'ght in our canoes. 'I'he 27fh about ten or eleven o’clock we approached to 
the village, and after putting up the great calumet of peace upon the prow of our'eanoes, 
lay upon our oars. 

Upon our firft appearance, three or four hundred Effanapes came running to the 
fhore, and, after dancing juft over againft us, invited us alhorc. As foon as we came 
near the fliore, they began to jump into our canoes ; but 1 gave them to know by the 
four Effanapes Haves, that I defired they ihould retire, which they did immetii lely. 
Then I landed, being accompanied with the favages of our company, naiiicly, the 
Outagamis and the Outaouas, and with twenty foldiers. At the lame time 1 gave 
orders to my ferjeants to land and poft centries. As wc flood upon the fliore, all the 
Effanapes proftrated themfelves three or four times before us, with their hands upon 
their foreheads ; after which we were conveyed to the village with fuch acclamations of 
joy as perfedly ftunned us. * Upon our arrival at the gate, our condudors flopped us, 
till the governot, a man of fifty years cif age, marched out with five or fix hundred 
men armed with bows and arrows. The Outagamis of iny company perceiving this, 
charged them with infolence in receiving ftrangers with their arms about them, and 
called out in the Eokoros language, that they ought to lay down their arms. But the 
Effanapes Haves that I had fenlin the day before, came up to me, and gave me to under- 
lland, that it was their cuftoni to ftand to their arms on fuch occalioiis, and that there 
was no danger in the cafe. However, the obflinate Outagamis obliged us to retire im- 
mediately to our canoes : upon which the leading officer, and the whole battalion, Hung 
their bows and arrows afide all on a fudden. 'I'hcn I returned, and our whole company 
4 fentcrcd the village with their fufees in their hands, which the favages admired mightily. 
The leader of the favages conduced us to a great hut, which looked as if nobody had 
lived in it before. When I and niy twenty foldiers had entered the place, thejr ftopped 
the Outagamis, affirming, that they did notdeferve the privilege of entering within the 
cottage of peace, fince they had endeavoured to create a difference, and occafion a war 
between us and the Effanapes. In the mean time I ordered my men to open the door, 
and to call out to the Outagamis, that they Hiould offer no manner of injury : but the 
Outagamis inftead of coming in, preffed me to return with all expedition to the canoes, 
which accordingly I did without lofs of time, and carried with me the four Effanapes 
Haves, in order to leave them at the firft village we came to. We had nofooncr 
embarked, than the two other Haves came to acquaint me that the governor would flop 
me in his riverj but the Outagamis made anfwcr, that h« could not do that without 
throwing a mountain into it ; in fine, we did not ftand to difpute the matter ; and 
though it was then late, we rowed ftraight to the next village, which lay about three 
I off. During the time of this paffage, I ufed the precaution of taking from my 

■ our ’’5'^ exa6\ information of the coiiftitution of their country, and particularly of 
tl»‘lves They having affured me, that the capital canton was feated upon 
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fort of a lake, I took up a i;efolution of not flopping at the other villages* Rihore 
ihould only lofe tiine, and lavifh my tobacco* apd fleering direfUy to the znetropQli|;aQ* 
in order to complain to their generalillirao. 

We arrived at the capital canton on tne 3d of November, and there met yrith: a 
very honourable reception. The Oufagamis of our company complained of the 
front they had received ; but the head general being already informed of the matter* 
made anfwer, that they ought to have carried off the governor or leading officer, 
and brought him along with them. In paffing from the firft village to this, we run 
fifty Icagi^, and were followed by a proceffion of people, that were much more 
fociable than the governor that offijired us that affront. After our men had fitted up 
our huts at the diftance of a cannon-lhot from the village ; we went in a joint body 
with the Oiitagamisand the Outaouas, to the cacique of that nation ; and in the mean 
time the Effanapes flaves were brought before him by ten of my foldiers. I was 
aftually in the prefence of this petty King, whpn thefe flaves fpent half an hour in 
proftrating themfelves feveral times before him. I made him a prefent of tobacco, 
knives, needles, feiflars, two firelocks with flints, fome hooks, and a very pretty 
cutlas. He was better fatisfied with thefe trifling things, which he had never feen 
-before, than I could have been with a plentiful fortune. He teftified his acknowledg- 
ment of the gift, by a esunter-prefent that was more folid, though not much more 
valuable, as f onfifting of peafe, beans, harts, roe-bucks, geefe and ducks, of which 
he fent great plenty to our camp j and indeed, we were extremely well fatisfied with 
fuch a feafor.able prefent. He gave me to know, that, fince I defigned to vifit the 
Gnacfitarcs, he would give me a convoy of two or three hundred men : that the 
Gnaefitares were a very honeft fort of people j and that both they and his people were 
linked by a common interefl in guarding of the l^ozeemlck, 'which were a turbulent 
and warlike nation. He added^ that the nation lafl mentioned were very numerous ; 
that they never took the field without twenty thoufand men at lead: : that to reprefs 
the incurfions and infults of that dangerous enemy, the Gnacfitarcs and his nation had 
maintained a confederacy for fix-and-twenty years ; and that his allies (the Gnaefitares) 
were forced to take up their habi&tion in iilands, where the enemy cannot reach them, 

1 was glad to accept of his convoy, and returned him many thanks. I alked four 
pirogues of him, which he granted very frankly, allowing me to pick and chufe that 
lAimber out of fifty. Having thus concerted my meafures, I was refolyed to lofe no 
time ; and with that view ordered my carpenters to plane the pirogues ; by which 
they were thinner and lighter by one half. The poor innocent people of this country 
could not conceive how we worked with an axe ; every flroke we gave they cried out, 
as if they had feen fome new prodigy } nay, the firing of piffols could not divert them 
from that amazement, though they were equally flrangers both to the piflol and the 
axe. As foon as my pirogues were got ready, I left my canoes with the governor or 
prince, and begged of him that they might remain untouched by any body ; in which 
point he was very frithful to me. 

I cannot bq|; acquaint yop in this place, that the higher I went up the river, I met 
with more difcrction from the favages. But in the mean time I muff noV /ake leave of 
the lafl village, without giving fome account of it. It is bigger than all the reft, and 
is the refidence of the great commander or generalifllmo, whofe apartment is built by 
bfelf towards the fide of the lake, and furrounded with fifty other apartments, in 
which all his relations are lodged. When he walks, his way is flrewed with the leaves 
of trees ; but commonly he is carried by fix flaves. His royal robes ere of the fame 
magnificence with thofe of the commander of the Okoros : for he is naked all over, 

excepting 
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Excepting hh low^ parts, which are covered with a large fcarf ipde of the barfc of 
trees. The large extent of this village might juftly entitle it to tiie name of 
The houfes are built almoft like ovens, but th^ are large and high ; and molt of 
them are of reeds cemented with fat earth. The day before I left this place, as I was 
walking , about, I faw thirty or forty women running at full fpeed ; and being fiirprized 
with the fpeftacle, fpoke to the Outagamis to order my four Haves to fee what the 
matter was j for thefe flaves were my only interpreters in this unknown country. 
Accordingly they brought me word, that it was fome new married women, who were 
running to receive the foul of an old fellow that lay dying, t rom thence ^concluded, 
that the people were Pythagoreans : and upon that^pprehenlioii, aflvcd thcro how the*) 
came to eat animals, into which their fouls might be transfufed ; but they inadeanlvver, 
that the tranfmigrationof fouls is always confined to the refpeftive fpccies, fo that the 
foul of a man cannot enter into a fowl, as that of a fowl cannot be lodged in a qua- 
druped, and fo on. Thg Okoros, tf both fexes, arc fully as handfome and as clever, 

as this people. . " r 1 v 1 1 r 

December the 4th, I took leave of this village, having ten foldiers on board ol 

ixiy pirogue, befides the ten Ouniamis, the four Oiitaouas, and the foiii klTanapcs 
ilaves, that 1 have mentioned fo often. Here ended the credit and authority of the 
calumet of peace, for the Gnacfitares are not acquainted wit,h that fymbol of concord. 
The firft day we had enough to do to run fix or feven leagues, by reafon of the bul- 
ruihes with which the lake is encumbered. ^Ihe two following days we failed twenty 
leagues. . The 4th day a weft-north-weft wind fiirprized us with fuch a boifterous 
violence, that wc were forced to put afliore, and lay two days upon a Tandy ground, 
where we were in danger of ftarying for hunger and cold ^ for the country was fo 
barren, that we could not find a chip of wood wherewith to warm ourfelvcs, or to 
drefs our victuals } and as far as our eye could reach, there was nothing to be feen 
but fens covered with reeds and clay, and naked fields. ^ Having endured this hard- 
Ihip wefet out again, and rowed to a little iflaiid, upon which we encamped, but found 
nothing there but green fields ; however, to make fome amends, we fiftied up great 
numbers of little trouts, upon which we fed very heartily. At laft, after failing 
fix days more, we arrived at the point, or lands-end, of that ifland which you fee 
4narkcd in my map with a flower-de-luce. It was then the 19th day of December, 
and we had not yet felt all the rigorous hardftiips of the cold. As foon as I had landed 
and fitted up my tents or huts, 1 detached my Effanapes Ilaves to the firft of the three 
villages that lay before us ; for I had avoided ftopping at fome villages in an ifland upon 
which wc coafted in the night-time. The flaves returned in a great alarm, occafioned 
by the unfavourable anfwor they received from the Gnacfitares, who took us for Spa- 
niards, and were angry with them for conducing us to their country. I lhall not be 
minute in every particular that happened, for fear of tiring your patience. It is fuf- 
ficient to acquaint you, that upon the report of my flaves, I immediately cmbarketl, and 
polled myfclf in another ifland that lay in the middle between the great ifland and the 
continent ; but I did not lufler the Efljinapesto be in my camp. In the mean time the 
Gnacfitares fent expeditious couriers to the people that live eighty leagues to the fouth- 
ward of them, to defire they would fend fome of their number to examine us ; for that 
people were fuppofed to be well acquainted with the Spaniards of New Mexico.^ ^ 1 he 
length of the journey did not difeourage them, for they came as cheerfully as if it had 
been upon a national concern ; and after taking a view of our clothes, our fwords, our 
fuzees, our air, complexion, and manner of fpeech, were forced to own that we were 
not true Spaniards. Thefe confiderations, joined to the account I gave them of the 
realfons upon which I undertook the voyage, of the war we were engaged in againft 
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S pffirtj and of the country to the eaftward that we poflefled ; thefe» I fay, had fo m^li 
influence, asfjtp undeceive them. Then they invited me to encamp in their ifland, and 
brought me a fort of graJn not unlike our lentils, that grows plentifully wthat country." 

I thanked them for their invitation, and told them, that I would not be obliged to 
trud them, ndr give them any occafion to diftrud me. However, I eroded with my 
favages and ten foldicrs well armed ; and after breaking the ice in certain places (for 
it had frozen hard for ten or twelve days,) I landed within two leagues of one of their 
villages, to which I walked up by land. It is needlefs to mention the particulars of 
the ceremony with wdiich I was received, it being the fame with what I delcribcd upon 
other occadbns j I (hall only take occafion to acquaint you, that my prefents made i 
wonderful iraprellion upon the minds of thefe people, whom I (hall call a rafcally rabble, 
though at the fame time they are the polited nation I have yet feen in this cowitry. 
Their governor bears the figure of a king more than any of the other commanders of 
the favages. He has an abfolute dominion over all the villages which arc deferibed in 
my map. In this and jhe other iflands I faw large parks, or inclofures, docked with 
wild beeves for the ufe of the people. I had an interview for two hours together with 
the governor, or the cacique ; and almod our whole conference related to the Spaniards 
of New Mexico, who, as he alfured me, were not didant from his country above 
eighty tazous, each of wfiich is three leagues. I mud own indeed, I was as curious 
upon this head as he was ; and 1 wimted an account of the Spaniards from him, as 
much as he did from me ; in fine, we reciprocally informed one another of a great 
many particulars relating to that head. He requeded me to accept of a great houfe that 
was prepared for me ; ^and his fird piece of civility confided in calling in a great many 
girls, and preffing me and my retinue to ferve ourfelves. Had this temptation been 
thrown in our way at a more feafonable time it had proved irrefidible ; but it was not 
an agreeable mefs for paffengers that were enfeebled b^ labour and want. Sine Ccrere 
et Baccho friget Venus. After he made us fuch a civil pj’offer, the favages, upon my 
iiidance, reprefented to him, that my detachment expected me at a certain hour, and 
that if 1 daid longer, they would be in pain for me. This adventure happened on the 
yth of January. 

Two days after, the cacick came to fee me, and brought with him four hundred of 
his own fubjeCts, and font; Mozeemlek favages, whom I took for Spaniards. My 
midake was occafioned by the great difference between thefe two American nations ; 
for, the Mozeemlek favages were clothed, they had a thick bufhy beard, and their 
hair hung down under their ears ; their complexion was fwarthy, their addrels was 
civil and (ubmifTive, their mien grave, and their carriage engaging. Upon thefe con- 
fiderations I could not imagine that they were favages, though after all I found myfelf 
midaken. Thefe four flaves gave me a defeription of their country, which the Gnacfi- 
tares reprefented by way of a map upon a deer’s (kin ; as you fee it drawn in this map. 
Their villages dand upon a river that fprings out of a ridge of mountains, from which 
the long river likewife derives its fource, there being a great many brooks there which 
by a joint coniluence form the river. When the Gnacfitares have a mind to hunt wild 
beeves, they fc£ out in pirogues, which they make ufe of till they come to the crofs 
marked thus (4-) in the map, at the confluence of two little rivers. The hunting of 
the wild bulls, with which all the valleys are covered in funimer, is fometiiues the occa> 
fion of a cruel war: for the other crofs (+) which you fee in the map, is.one of the 
boundaries or limits of Mozeemlek ; and if either of thefe two pations advances but 
a little beyond their limits, it gives rife to a bloody engagement. The mountains I 
fpoke of but now, are fix leagues broad, and fo high that one mud cad an infinity of 
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and tonungs before he can crols them. Bears and wild beads arethdrmly 
inhabitants. » 

The Mozeetinkk nation is numerous and puidant. The four Daves of that country 
informed me jthat at the diftance of one hundred and fifty leagues from the place where 
1 then was, their principal river empties itfelf into a fait lake of three hundred leagues , 
in circumference, the mouth of which is about two leagues broad : that the lower part 
of that river is adorned with fix noble cities, furrounded with done cemented with 
fat earth : that the houfes of thefc cities have no roofs, but are open above like a 
platform, as you fee them drawn in the map : that befides the above mentioned cities, 
there were above an hundred towns, great and fmall, round that fort of fea, upon 
which they navigate with fuch boats as you fee drawn in the map : that^the |)eople of 
that country made dufiS| copper, axes, and fevcnil other manufadures, wliich the 
Outagamis and my other interpreters could not give me to underhand, as being alto- 
gether unacquainted with fuch things : that their government was defpotic, and lodged 
in the hands of one great head, to whom the red paid a trembling fubmifiion : that the 
people upon -that lake call thcmfelves Tahuglauk, and are as numerous as the leaves of 
trees, (fuch is the expreffion that the lavages ufed for an hyperbole ;) that the 
Mozeemlek people fupply the cities or towns of the Tahuglauk with great numbers 
of little calves which they take upon the above-mcntionedi.mountains ; arid, that the 
Tahuglauk make ufe of thefe calves for feveral ends ; for, tlu'y not only cat their llelh, 
but bring them up to labour, and make cloaths, boots, &c. of their Ikins. They 
added, that it was their misfortune to be taken prifoners by the Gnaefitares in the war 
which had laded for eighteen years ; but, that they boped a peace would be fpeedily 
concluded, upon which the prifoners would be exchanged, purfuant to the ufual 
cudom. They gloried in the poffeffion of a greater meafure of rcafbn than tlte 
Gnaefitares could pretend to, to w'hom they allow n® more than the figure of a man ; 
for they look upon them ap beads otherwife. I’o my mind, their notion upon this 
head is not fo very extravagant ; for I obfei’ved lb much honour and poliiencfs in the 
converfation of thefe four. Haves, that 1 thought I had to do with Europeans : but, 
after all, I mud confefs that the Gnaefitares arc the mod traftable nation I met with 
among all the favages. One of the four Mozeemlek flaves had a reddiflj fort of a copper 
medal hanging upon his neck, [from the figure it’ appears to be Japnnefe.] I had 
it melted by M. Do Ponti’s gunl’mlth, who underftood fomething of morals; but it 
became thereupon heavier, and deeper coloured, and withal fomewhat tradable. 1 
defired the Haves to give me a circumdantial account of thefe medals ; and accordingly 
they gave me to underftand, that they arc made by the Tahuglauk, who are excellent 
aftizans, and put a great value upon fuch medals. I could pump nothing farther out 
of them, with relation to the country, commerce and cudoms of that retnote nation. 
Ail they could fay was, that the great river- of that nation runs all along weltward, 
and that the fait lake into which it falls, is three hundred leagues in circumrerence, and 
thirty in brea4th, its mouth dretching a great way to the fouthward. I would fain 
have fatisfied my curiofity in being an eye-witnefs of the manners and cudoms of the 
Tahuglauk ; but that being impradicable, I was forced to be indruded at fecond 
hand by thefe Mozeemlek Haves ; who affured me, upon the faith of a favage, that 
the Tahuglauk wear their beards two fingers breadth long : that their garments reach 
down to .their knees ; that they cover their heads with a'lharp pointed cap ; that they 
always wear a long dick or cane in their hands, which is tipped, not unlike what we 
nfa -ini Eurwc ; that they. wear, a fort of boots upon their legs which reach up to 
their women never ihew themfelves^ which pertops proceeds from the 
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fame principle that prevails in Italy and Spain ; and, in fine, diat this p^ple «rral[Nay» 
at war with the puifiant nations fhat are feated in the neighbourhood of the | ibot 
withsd, that they never difguiet the Itrolling nations that fall in their way, by rei^h 
of thdr weaknefs : an admirable lefTon for fomc princes in the world, who are 10 ihui^ 
intent upon the making ufe of the ftrongeil hand. 

. This was all I could gather upon that lubjed. My'^uriofity prompted me to defire a 
more particular account ; but unluckily 1 wanted a good interpreter ; and having to 
do with feverai perfons that did not well underfland themfelves, I could make nothing 
of their incoherent fuftian. I prefented the poor miferable flaves with fomething in 
proportion to the cufiom of that country, and endeavoured to perfuade them to go with 
me to ‘Canada, by making them fuch offers as in their efteem would appear like 
mountains of gold ; but the love they had for their country fiifled all perfuafions ; 
fo true it is, that nature reduced to its juft limits cares but little for riches. ^ 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the wind chopped about to the fouth*wefl: ; 
upon which 1 gave notice to the great cacique of the 'Gnacfitarcs, that 1 had a mind 
to return to Canada. Upon that occafion I repeated my prefents ; in compenfation 
of which, my pirogues were flowed with beef as full as they could hold. This done, 
I embarked, and croffed over from the little ifkmd to the continent, where I fixed a great 
long pole, with the artr^s of France done upon a plate of lead. I fet out the 26th of 
January, and arrived fafe on the 5th of February in the country of the EfTanapes. We 
had much more plcafure in failing down the river than we had in going up ; for we 
had the agreeable diverfion of feeing feverai huntfmen fhooting the water 'fowl, that 
are plentif ul on that river. Ydh mult know, that the flrcam of the long riveris all along 
very flack and eafy, abating for about three leagues between the fourteenth and fifteenth 
village ; for there indeed its current may be called rapid. The channel is fo llraight, 
that it fcarce winds at all from the I)pad to the lake. It is true it is not very pleafant ; 
for niofl of its banks have a difinal profpedl, and the water itfelf has an ugly tafte ; but 
then its ufefulncfs atones for fuch inconvenicncies ; for, it is navigable witli the greatell 
eafe, and will bear barks of fifty ton, till you come to that place w’hich is marked 
with a fleur-de-lis in the map, and where I put up the port that my foldiers chriflened 
La Hoiitan’s Limit. March 2, I arrived in the Miflifipi, which was then much deeper 
and more rapid than before* by reafon of the rains and land-floods. To fave the 
labour of rowing; we thea.left our boats to the current, and arrived on the loth in 
the ifland <.>f Rencontres, which took its name from the defeat of four hundred Iroquefe 
accomplifhed there by three hundred Nadoueflis. The ftory of the encounter is briefly 
this : a party of four hundred Iroquefe having a mind to furprife a certain people in 
the neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom more anon) marched to the country of 
the Illiael'e, where they built canoes, and were fimiifhed with provifions. After that 
they embarked upon the river Miflifipi, and were dil'covered by another little fleet 
that was failing down the other fide of the fame river. The Iroquefe ^ofled over 
immediately to that ifland, which is fince called Aux Rencontres, The Nadoueflis, 
i. e. the other little fleet, being fufpicious of fome ill defigni without knowing what 
people they were, (for . they had no knowledge of the Iroquefe but by hear-fay).; upon 
this fiifpicion, 1 fay, they tugged hard to come up with them. The two armies pbfted 
themfelves upon the point of the ifland, where the two croflesare put down in the map 
and as foon as the Nadoueflis came in fight, the Iroquefe cried out in tbe lllinefe 
language. Who are ye ? to which fhe Nadoueflis anfwcred. Some body: and putting 
the like queftion to the Iroquefe, received the fame anfwer. Then the Iroquefe put 
this queftion to them. Where are you going i To hunt beeves, replied the Nadoueflis. 

But, 
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ia^' tlie Kadoueflis, what is your bufmdTs ? To hunt men, rqilied die 
Iroqoeife. It ^ well, fays the Nadoueffis, we are men, ^nd fo'you need go no &rther. 
Upon this ch^fek^e the two puties difembarked, and the leader of the Nadonedis 
cut his canoes to pieces ; and after reprefenting to his warriors that they behoved 
dther to Conquer or die, marched up to the Iroquefe ; who received them at firlt 
qnfet with a cloud of arrows : out the Nadoueilis having flood their firfl difchai;ge, 
which killed them eighty men, fell in upon them with their clubs in their hand^ 
before the others could charge again ; and fo routed them entirely. This engage- 
ment lafled for two hours, and was fo hot,^ that two hundred and Axty Iroquefe tell 
upon the fpot, and the reft were all taken prifoners. Some of the Iroquefe indeed 
attempt^ to make their sfeape after the adion was over ; but the vidorious general 
fent ten or twelve of his men to purfue them in one of the canoes that he had taken ; 
and accordingly they were all overtaken and drowned. The Nadoueflis having 
obtained this vidory, cut off the nofes and cars of two of the clevereft prifoners; and 
fupplying them with fufecs, powder and ball, gave them the liberty of returning to 
their own country, in order to give their countrymen to underftand that they ought 
not to employ women to hunt after men any longer. 

The 1 2th we arrived at the village of theOtentas, where we took in a plentiful pro- 
vifion of Turkey corn, of which thefe people have great ft4?re. They informed us, 
that their river was pretty rapid, and took its rife from the neighbouring mountains ; 
and that the upper pait of it was adorned with feveral villages inhabited by the people 
called Panimaha, PanealTa, and Panetonka. But confidering that 1 was ftraitened for 
time, and that I faw no probability of learning what I Wanted to know with reference 
to the Spaniards, I took leave of them the next day, which was the 13th, and in four 
days time, by the help of the current and our oars, made the river of the Miffouris. 
This done, we rim up againft the ftream of that^iver, which was at leaft as rapid as 
the Miftiftppi was at that time ; and arrived on the 18th at the ftrft village of the Mif- 
t fouris, where I only ftopped to make the people fome prefents that procured me a hun- 
dred turkeys, with which that people are wonderfully well ftocked. After that, W'c 
row'ed hard againft the ftream, and landed next night near the fecond village. As 
foon as I arrived, I detached a ferjeant with ten foldiers to convoy the Outagamis to the 
Ullage, while the reft of my crew were bufted in fitting up our huts and unloading our 
canoes. It happened unluckily that neither the foldiers nor the Outagamis could make 
thefavages underftand them ; and ti^ latter were juft ready to fall upon them, when 
an old fellow cried out, that the ftirangers were not without more company, for that 
he had difeovered our huts and canoes. Upon this, the foldiers and the Outagamis 
Retired in a great conftemation, and advifed me to keep a ftrong guard all night. 
About two o’clock in the morning two men approached to our little camp, and called, 
in Illinefe, that they wanted an interview ; upon which the Outagamis, being ex- 
tremely wdi fatisfied that there was fomebody among them who could underftand what 
they faid, replied in Illinefe, that they fhould be very welcome as foon as the fun ap- 
peared in the horizon. Nevcrthelefs, the Outagamis refented the former affront fo 
much, that they importuned me all night long to fetfire to the village, and put all the 
fcoundrel inhabitants to' the fword. i made anfwer to them, that it was our buftoefs to 
be wifer than they, and to bend our thoughts, not upon a fruiilefs revenge, but 
jipon the difeovery that we were then in queft of. At the break of day the two ad- 
venturers of the night came tip to us, and after putting interrogatories to us for the 
fpace?pf two hours, invited us to come up to their village. The Outagamis replied, 
jthaf the bead (h: governor of their mtion ought to have faluted us fooner; and 'this 

" obliged 
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oltliged.tkem to go ^ck to give him notice. Afto: that we faw nobody ;&»' three 
hours V impatience was juft beginning to boil, we pero^Od the 

governor^ who accofted us in a tremblinj^ pofture. He was accompanied with ibmeof 
his own men, who were loaded with broiled or dried meat, facks of Turkey or In^ah 
com, dried raifins, and fomc Ipeckled or particoloured buck.lkinS. In confideration 
of this prefent, I made them another of lets confequeace. Then I brought on a con- 
ference between the Outagamis of my company and the two night^melTengers, in orderv 
to make feme dii'eovery of the nature of the country ; but they ftill ftopped our 
mouths with this anfwcr, that they knew nothing of the matter, but that the other 
nations that lived higher up, were able to inform us. Had I been of the fame mind 
with tho (,)utagami.s, we had done noble exploits in this pUjce ; but I coniidered that 
it was my buiincTs to purchafe the knowledge of feveral things, which I could not obtain 
by burning tlie village. To be Ihort, we re-embarked that feme day, about two o’clock 
in the afternoon, ami rowed about four leagues up the river, where we made the river 
of the Ofages, and epcamped by its mouth. That night wc had feveral falfe alarms 
from the wild beeves, upon which we made fulHcient reprifels afterwards ; for the next 
<lay we killed many of them notwithftanding that it rained fo heavily that we could 
fcarco (lir out of our huts. Towards the evening, when the rain was over, and while 
we were tranl'poriing two ^ir three of thefe beeves to our little camp, we efpied an army 
of the favages upon a full march towards us. Upon that, my men began to entrench 
thenifolves, and to unload their pieces with worms, in order to charge them afrefh 
but one of the pieces happening to go off, the whole body of the enemy difeppeared,. 
fome draggling one way and fome another ; lor thefe people were upon the fegie foot 
with the nations that live upon the Long River| forafmuch as neither of them had ever 
feen or handled fire-arms. Ilowever. this adventure moved the Outagamis fo much,, 
that to fetisfy them, 1 was obliged to re-erabark that very night, and return the feme 
way that I came. Towards midnight we came before a village, and kept a profound 
lilence till day-break, at which time we rowed up to their fort ; and upon our entering 
there, and difeharging our pieces in the air, the women, children, and fuperannuated 
men were put intol'uch acunfternation, that they run from place to place calling out for 
mercy. You muft know, all their warriors were abroad, and it was a body of them 
that offered to attack us the day 'before. ThePutagamis perceiving the conftemation 
of the women and children, called out, that they behoved to depart the village, and 
that the women Ihould have time to take up their cj^ren. Upon that the whole crew 
turned out, and we let fire to the village on all lides^*This done, we purfued our courfe 
down that rapid river, and entered the river Miffifipi on the ,a5th, early in the 
morning ; the 26th, about three o’clock in the afternoon, we deferied three or four 
hundred favages employed in the hunting of iSecves, which fwarmed in all the meads to 
the weftward. As foon as the hunters Ipied us, they made a fign that we Ihould make 
towards them. Being ignorant who, or how numerous they were, we made a halt at • 
firft, but at lalt we put in about a mulkct-Htot above them, calling out to them that 
they Ihould not approach to us in a body. Upon that, four of their number came up fo- 
us with a fmiling countenance, and g.ive us to know, in the lllincle language, that 
they wcjje Akanfes. We could not but credit their report, for they had kpives and 
feilfars hanging upon their necks, and little axes about them, which thb Illinefe 
prefent them with when they meet ; in fine, being affured that they were of that na • 
tion, which M. de lu Salle and feveral other Frenchmen were, intimately acquainted 
with, we landed at the feme place ; and they entertained us firft with dancing and 
fingiiig, and then with all forts of meat. The next day they Ihewed us a crocodile that 

8 they 
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tj|« hea4 two days before^ by a totagem that you'll find dejrcr^)^ 
id |bot§E»;^a|l^rj^ us the divei^on of a htuimig*inatch j: fp^it 

is builomary 'li^ '^em, when tn^ mean to divert themfelves, to catch the beeves ]jiy 
the different l^ftli^ds laid down in this cutr I put fome queftions to them relating .to 
thpSpanlards, but they could not refolve them. All that I learned from them was, 
that the Miilburis and the Ofages are numerous and mifehievous nations, equally void 
both of courage and honefty ; that their countries were watered with very great rivers; 
and, in a word, were too good for them. 

After we had fpent two days with them, we purfued our voyage to the river 
Ouabach, taking care to watch the crocodiles very narrowly^ of which they had told 
, us incredible ftories. Tllfe next day we entered the mouth of that river, and* founded 
it, to try the truth of what the favages reported of its depth. In eflect, we found there 
tl^ee fathom and a half water ; but the favages of our company allcdged, that it was 
more fwelled than ufually. They all agreed, that it was navigable an hundred leagues 
up, and I wifhed heartily, that my time had allowed me to run up to its fource ; but 
that bemg unfeafonabic, 1 failed up againfl the ftream,. till we came to the river of the 
Illinefc, which we made on the 9th of April with fome difficulty, for the wind was 
againfl us the firfl two days, and the currents were very rapid. 

All I can fay of the river Miflifippi, now that I am to ;akc leave of it,^>is, that its 
narrowefl part is half a league over, and* the flialloweft is a fathom and a half deep ; 
and that accordmg to the information of the favages, its ftream is pretty gentle for 
feven or eight months of the year. As for fhelves or banks of fand, I met with none 
in it. ^It is full of ifles which look like groves, by reafon of the great plenty of trees, 
and in the verdant feafon of the year aj^brd a very agreeable profpecl. Its banks are 
woods, meadows and hills. I cannot be pofttive, whether it winds much in other 
places; but as fer asl could fee, its courfe is very different from that of our rivers in 
France ; for I muft tell you, by the way, that all the rivers of America run pretty 
llraight. 

The river of the Illinefe is intitled to riches, by virtue of the benign climate, and of 
the great quantity of deer, roe-bucks, and turkies that feed upon its banks ; not to 
mention fevcral other beafts and fowls, a dcfcripiion of which would require an entire 
‘ volume. If you faw but my journal,, you would be fick of the tedious particulars of 
our drily adventures both in hunting and fifhing divers fpecies of animals, and in ren- 
counters with the favages. In Agit, the laft thing I fhall mention of this river, is, 
that the banks are replenifhed witflfn infinity of fruit-trees, which we faw in a difmal 
•conation, as being uripped of their verdure ; and that’ among thefe fruit-trees there 
are many vines which bear moft beautifpl clufters of very large grapes. I ate fome of 
thefe grapes dried in the fun, which had a moft delicious tafte. The beavers are as 
unfrequent ui this, as in the long river, where I faw nothing but otters, of which 
people make furs for the winter. r 

I fet out f^om the Illinefe river on the loth of April, and by the help of a weft-fouth- 
^irefl wind, arrived in fix days at the fort of Crevecoeur, where I met with M. de Tonti, 
who received me with all imaginable civility, and is juftly refpefledand honoured by the 
Iroquefe. I flayed three days in this fort, where there were thirty coureura de hois 
lihat traded with the Illinefe., The 20th I arrived at the village of the Illinefe ; and to 
Wen the drudgery of a great land-carriage of twelve neat leagues, engaged four 
.fruddrsid men to tranfport our baggage, which they didin the fpace of four days, bring 
4mcoura]ge4^ bribe of a great roll of Brazil tobacco, an hundred pound weight ot 
tvmmuudred wright of ball, and fome arms, wUch I gave to the moft confider- 
able 
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Table jneti of flieir number. The 24th I arrived at Chdk^oa, where my QtilEganus 
took leave of me in order to ivtum to their own country, being very well fatisfied v^th r 
prefent I made them of fomc fufees. and fopie pillols. The ajth t rcrembarked. and by 
rowing hard in a calm, made the river of the Oumamis on the 28th, there I met four 
hundred warriors, upon the very fame place where M. de la Salle had formerly built a 
fort. Thefe warriors were then employed in burning three iroquefe, who, as they faid, 
deferved the punilhment; and invited us to lhare in the pleafure of the /how : for the 
ravages take it very ill if one refufes the diverfion of fuch real tragedies. The tragical 
fpecfacle made me /lirink, fpr the poor wretches were put to inconceivable torture ; 
and upon that I refolvc;<l to rc-embark with all expedition j^alledging for an apology, 
that my men had great (lore of brandy with them, and would certainly make them- 
felvcs drunk, in foleinnifnig their victory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
diforders, that I could not poflibly prevent. Accordingly I went immediately on boai'd, 
and after coafling along the lake, croifed the bay de I’Ours, and landed at Mifllli- 
roakinac the cad. 

I am informed by the Siciir de S. Pierre de Rapantigni, who travelled from Quebec 
hither upon the ice, that M. de Dcnonvillc has taken up a refolution of making a peace 
with the Iroquefe, in which he means to comprehend the other nations that are his 
allies ; and with that view had given notice to his allies, that they /hould not infc/l the 
Iroquefe. He acquaints me further, that M. de Denonville has fent orders to the 
governor of this place, to perfuade the /?«/, (one of the commanders of the Hurons,) to 
go down to the colony, with a defign to have him hanged ; and that the favage general 
being aware of the de/ign, has made a public declaration, that he will go thimer on 
purpofe to defy him. Accordingly, he dcfigns to fet out to-morrow with a great body 
of Outaouas, and fome coureurs de bois, under the command of M. Dulhut. As for 
the /oldicrs of my detachment,* I have difperfed them in feveral canoes among the 
Tavages and the coureurs de bois; but having fomc buiinels to adju/i; in this place, 1 
am obliged to tarry myfelf feven or eight days longer. 

This. Sir, is the true account of my little voyage. I have related nothing but the 
eflcntial circumftances ; choofing to overlook the reft, which are fo tnfting as to be 
unworthy of your curiofity. As for the llHnefe lake, it is three hundred leagues in 
circumference, as you may fee by the fcale of leagues upon the map. It is feated in 
an admirable climate ; its banks are cloathcd with hne and tall trees, and have but few 
meads. The river of the Oumamis is not wonh your regard. The bay de TOurs qui 
dort, is of an indifferent large extent, and receives the river upon which the Outaouas 
are wont to hunt beavers every third year ; in fliort, it has neither fhelves, rocks, nor 
bank-i of fand. The land which bounds it on the foutb fide, is repleni/hed with roe* 
bucks, deer, and turkeys. Farwcll, good Sir, and affure yourfelf, that it will always 
be a fcn/ible pleafure to me, to amufe you with an account of the greateft curioftties 1 
meet with. 

But now% Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that the relation I here give you, is only 
an abridgment of my voyage ; for, in eameft, to be minute upon every particular 
Curio/itv, would require more time and leifure than I can fpare. I have here fent you a 
view of the fubftamial part, and lhall afterwards hope for an oppoitunity of recounting 
to you by word of mouth, an infinity of adventures, rencounters, and obfervations, 
which may call up the reflefting faculty of thinking men. My own thought is too 
fuperficial to philofophize upon the origin, the belief, the manners and cuftoms of fo 
many favages, or to make any advances u ith reference to the extent of this continent 
to the weft ward. I have contented myfelf with offering fome thoughts upon the caufes. 
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of the the difcot^es, diat fereial ej^eri^tced men . have 

anemi^v-in by fea and land: and 1 flatter myfelfy that my 

thottjght^ upbn<t^t^lii^ are juft. ' The frefli inftances of M. de la Salle, and fevem 
other un^ui^yiii^bdverers, may afford a fuffieient and feafonable caution to thofe, who 
for the future lhall undertake to difcover all the unknown countries of this new world* 
It is not every one that is qualified for fuch an enterprize, non licet omnibus adire 
Corinthum, It were an eafy matter to trace the utmoft limits of the country that lies to 
the weft of Canada, provided it be gone about in a proper method. In the firft place, 
inftead of canoes, I would have fuch adventurers to make ufe of certain floops of a 
peculiar ftrudiure, which might draw but little water, and be portable, as being made of 
light wood, and withal carry thirteen men, with thirty-five or forty hundred weight of 
ftowage, and be able to bear the fhock of the waves in the great lakes. Courage, 
health, and vigilance, are not fuffieient of themfelves to qualify a man for fuch adven- 
tures ; he ought to be poflefled of other talents, which are rarely met with in one and 
the fame peifon. The conduct of the three hundred men that accompanied me upon 
this difeovery, gave me a great deal of trouble. It requires a large ftock of induftry 
and patience to keep fuch a company up to their duty. Sedition, mutinies, quarrels, 
and an infinity of diforders frequently take place among thofe, who being in remote and 
folitary places, think they have a right of ufing force againft tjjieir fuperiors. r^One mull 
difiemble, and even (hut his eyes upon occafion, leaft the growing evil Ihould be 
inflamed : the gentleft methods are the fureft for him that commands in chief ; hnd if 
any mutiny or feditious plot is in view, it is the bufinefs of the inferior officers to ftifle 
it, by perfuading the mutineers that the difeovery of fuch things to the commanding 
officer would create a great deal of uneafinefs. So, the chief officer mud ftill make 
as if he were ignorant of what pafles, unlefs it be, that the flame breaks out in his 
prefence ; then indeed he lies under an indifpenfible obligation of inflidting fpeedy and 
private punilhment, without his prudence dire&s him to put oflF the execution, upon an 
apprehenfion of fome pernicious confequences that may enfue thereupon. In fuch 
voyages he mull overlook a thoufand things, which upon other occafions he has all 
reafon to punilh. He muff: counterfeit a downright ignorance of their intrigues with 
the fiie-ifavages, of their quarrels among themfelves, of their negligence in not mounting 
the guard, and not obferving the other points of duty ; in a word, he mull pretend to 
^ow nothing of an infinity of fuch diforders, as have no dire£t tendency to a revolt. 
He ought to ufe the precaution of Angling out a fpy in his little army, and reward him 
handfomcly for a dexterous intelligence as to all that happens ; to the end thas he may 
remedy the growing diforders either dirc^ly or indire&ly. This fpy may, by good 
management, and due fecrecy, find out the ringleader of a club or cabal ; and when 
the commanding officer has received fuch fatisfaflion upon the matter, that there is no 
room left to doubt of the criminal’s demerit, it will then be very convenient m make 
away with him, and that with fuch management, that nobody Ihould know what became 
of him. 

Farther, he ought to give them tobacco and brandy now and then, to alk their advice 
upon fome occafions, to fatigue them as little as poffible, to call them up to dance and 
tnake merry, and at the fame time to exhort them to live in a good underftandipg with 
one another. The bell topic he can make ufe of for enforcing their duty, is religion, 
and the honour of their country, and this he ought to defcant upon himfelf ; for though 
i have a great deal of faith in the power of the clergy, yet I know that fort of men 
dpeis more luirm than ^ood in voyages of this nature j and for that reafon I would 
ciboofe to btf without thdr company. The perfon who undertakes to go upon a dif- 
eovery 
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comaef ottM|bt to be veiy nice and cautious in the choice his men ; for tvtfy one 
is not fit for his bufinels. His men ought to be between thirty and forty yearsj^^e, 
of a dry conlUtution, of a peaceable tem{^, of an adive and bold fprit, and intizm to 
the fodgues of voyages. The whole retinue muft confift of three hundred men ; aUtd 
cd that number there mud be fome ihip^arpenters, gunfmiths, and fawyers, with aU 
thw tools ; befides huntfmen and fifliermen, with their tackling. You mult likewifo 
have furgeons among them j but their chell ought to contain nothing but razors, lan- 
cets, external medicines for wounds, orvietan and fenna. All the men of the detach- 
ment ought to be provided with buff>coats and boots to turn the arrows ; for, as I 
indmated above, the favages of the unknown countries' are ftrangers to fire-arms. They 
muft be armed with a double-barrelled gun, a double-barrelled piftol, and a good long 
fword. The commanding officer muft take care to provide a fufficient quandty of the 
ikins of deer, elks, and beeves, in order to befewed together, and hung round his camps 
upon certain Hakes fixed at convenient diftances from one another. I had as many as 
would go round a fquare of thirty feet every way, for each Ikin being five feet deep, and 
almoft four feet broad, I made two pieces of eight Ikins a-piece, which were raifed and 
extended in a minute. Befides thefe, he ought to carry with him fome pot-guns of 
eight foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two hand-mills for grinding the Indian 
com, nails of all fizes, pickaxes, fpades, hatchets, hooks, foap, and cotton to make 
candles of ; above all, he muft not forget to take in good ftore of powder, brandy, 
Brafil tobacco, and fuch things as he muft prefent to the favages whofe country he 
difeovers ; add to this cargo, an aftrolabe, a femicircle, feveral fea-compafles, fome 
fimple and fome of variation, a loadftone, two large watches of three inches diameter; 
pencils, colours, and paper for making journals and maps, for the defigning of land- 
creatures, fowl, filh, trees, plants, grain, and, in a word, whatever feems worthy of 
his curiofity. I would likewife advife him to carry with him fome trumpetem and 
fiddlers, both for animating his retinue, and nufing the admiration of the favages. With 
this equipage. Sir, a man of fenfe, condud;, and aclion, I mean, a man that is vigilant, 
prudent, cautious, and above all, patient and moderate, and qualified for contriving 
expedients upon all occafionsf ; a man, I fay, thus qualified, and thus fitted out, may 
boldly go to all the countries that lie to the weft of Canada, without any apprehenfion 
of danger. As for my own part, 1 ferioufly declare, that if I were pouefled of all 
thefe qualities, 1 fhould eftcem it my happinefs to be employed upon fuch an enterprife, 
both for the glory of His Majefty, and my own fatisfaflion : for the continued diverfify 
of objeds did fo charm me in my voyages, that 1 had fcarce time to refledf upon the 
fatigue and trouble that I underwent. 1 am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER XVn. 

Dated at Quebec, Sept. 28, 1689. 

The Author Jets out from Mifilitnakinac to the Colony^ and deferibes the Country , Rivers^ 
and Pajfcs^ that he faw by the Way. The Ireque/e make a fatal Incurjion into the 
JJtand of Monreal; Fort Frontenac is abandoned ; Count Frontenac is fent io Canada^ 
and the Marquis of Denonviile is tecaSed* 

Sir,' 

1 WRIT to you from Miffilimakinac on the 38th of May. I left that place June> 
theBth, and fet out for Monreal, accompanied jwith twelve Outaouas, who were' 

T T a divided 
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divided into two ^0168, and rowed very hard. The fl3d I overtook die; conreura 
de bois in the . dyer Creofej who had got the dart of me for feme days. Mr. Dalhut 
ul^ his to dilfiiade me from going funher with fo weak a retinue. He 

would have had, "^e to go down along with him, and remonllrated to me, that if my 
twelve condu^ors perceived either in the land-carriage or upon the rivers, any thing 
that might call up an apprehenHon of falling into the hands of the Iroquefe, they vitould 
defert me and the canoes, and fly to the woods to avoid the enemy. 1 rejefied his 
advice, though 1 had like to have repented of my refolution not long after ; for ac> 
cording to his predidion, my canoe-men threatened to run away to the foreds, at the 
dill called Long Saut : and, indeed, if they had done it, I had followed them, upon 
the reflection, that of two evils a man ought to choofe the lead ; but this dorm blew 
over. In the great river of the Outaouas, not far from t)ie river of Lievre, I met M. 
de St. Helene at the head of a party of the coureurs de bois, who was bound for Hud-. 
Ihn’s Bay, in order to retake foine forts that the Englilh had feized upon. Ho ac- 
quainted me with the Prince of Orange’s expedition for England ; and gave me to 
underdand, that upon his arrival, King James retired to France, and that the Prince 
was proclaimed King ; which feemed to prefage a bloody and iharp war in Europe. 
1 aflure you, Sir, this piece of news furprized me extremely ; and notivithdanding that 
I had it from the mouth of a man whofe word 1 rely very much upon, yet 1 had all 
the difficulty in the world to make myfelf believe that a revolution of fuch importance 
could be accomplKhed in fo fliort a time, without the efiuflon of blood ; efpecially, 
confldering what a drid alliance there was between our court and the court of England, 
and how much it was the intered of both thefe monarchs to give mutual affidance to 
one another. July the 9th I arrived at Monreal, after venturing down feveral fearful 
catarads in the river of the Outaouas, and enduring the hardlhips of fifteen or twenty 
land-carriages, fonie of which are above a league in length. 

The navigation is pretty fure from Miffilimakinac to the river dcs Francois ; for in 
coading along the Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of iflands, which ferve for 
a fhelter. But in going up that river, there is fome difficulty ; for it has live catarads 
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over- land for thirty, fifty, and ^ hundred 
paces. Having pafled that river, we entered the lake of the Nepiccrinis, from whence 
we are forced to tranfport our canoes and baggage two leagues over-land, to another 
ijlier which has fix or feven water-falls that we commonly fhoot. From that river we 
have another land-carriage to the river Creufe, which falls with rapid currents into 
the great river of the Outaouas, near a place called Mataouan. We continue our 
courfe upon this great river, till we come to the point of the ifland of Monreal, where 
it is lod in the great river of St. Lawrence. Thefe two rivers join one another with 
very gentle dreams, and quitting their fearful channels, form the little Lake of 
St. Louis. I thought to have lod my life at the fall, called the Fall of St. Louis, 
about three leagues from Monreal ; for our canoe having overfet in the eddy, I was 
carrieil by the current to the foot of that catarad, from whence the Chevalier de Vau- 
dreuil dragged me out by a great chance. The canoes and the Ikins belonging to the 
fix favages were lod j and one of the favages was drowned. This is the only time I 
was in danger through the whole courfe of my voyages. As foon as I landed heu’e, I 
repsdred with diligence to a tavern to refrefh myfl^f, and to make up the loflTes I had 
fudained by a neceflary abdinence. The next day I waited upon M. de Denonvitle 
Md M. de Champigni, to whom I gave an account of my voyages, and withal, gave 
,m the news that a great company of the coureurs de bois and favages would arrive very 
fpee(% ; which they did accordingly, after fifteen days. The Rat 1 mentioned above, 

8 came 
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came down hither, and retnmed home i^otwithi^ding' tbf threats that trasre levi^Ued 
againft .hun. B)rthis adventure, he (hewed that he lau^hfed aff their intn^es. 
that I have mentioned his name, I cannot forbear mranoning a malieiods ftratagem tbaf 
this cunning favage made ufe of laft year, to prevent the conclulion of a peace between 
M. de Denonville and the Iroquefe. 

This favage is the general and chief counfellor of the Hurons } he is a man of forty 
years of age, and brave in his way. When he found himfelf prelTed and importuned 
by M. de Denonville, to enter into the allbnce concluded in the year 1687, that I * 
took notice of before ; he at laft complied \idth his defire, with this referve, that the 
war ihould not be put to an end till the Iroquefe were to^tally routed. This claufe the 
govemonpromifed to makegood, and gave him afluranccs to that purpofe on the 3d of 
September, in the fame year, which happened about two days before I fet out from 
Niagara upon my voyage to the great lakes. Thisfavage general relying upon M. de De- ■ 
nonville’s promife, marched from MilTilimakinac at the head of an hundred warriors, as I 
infinuatad in my 14th letter, in order to invade the Iroquefe country, and atchieve fome 
glorious feats among them. In the mean timej to carry on his defign the more cautioully, 
he thought it proper to pafs by the way of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome 
intelligence. I Jpon his arrival at this fort, the governor told him, that M. de Denonville 
was negotbung a peace with the five Iroquefe rtations, whofcambaflkdors and hoftages he 
expefted iri a ftiort time in order to conclude and ratify the peace, he having orders 
to condud them to Monreal : and that upon that confideratioQ, it was moft proper for 
him and his warriors to return home, and to pafs no further. The favage general was 
mightily furprifed with this unexpefted piece of news ; cfpeclally confidering that by the 
means of that peace he and his nation would be given up as a facrifice for the welfare 
of the French. When the governor had made an end of his remonftrance, the Rat 
acknowledged, that what he offered was very rcafonable, but withal, that inftead of 
following his advice, he would go and tarry for the Iroquefe ambaffadors and hoftages 
at the catarafts, by which they were obliged to pafs. He hatl not tarried there above 
five or fix days before the unhappy deputies arrived with a train of forty young men, 
who' were all either killed or taken as they difembarked. 'I’he prifouers were no fooner 
fettered than this crafty general of the Hurons reprefented to them, that the French 
governor had font him notice to take up that poft, in order to lie in wait for a party 
of fifty warriors, that were to pafs that way at a certain fet time. The Iroquefe being 
much furprifed with the apprehenfion of the perfidioufnefs that he charged upon 
M. de Denonville, acquainted the Rat with the defign upon which they came. Upon 
that the Rat counterfeited a fijrt of rage and fury ; and to play his cards the better, 
flew out in invectives' againft M. de Denonville, declaring, that fome time or other he 
would be revenged upon that governor, for making him the inftrument of the moft. 
barbarous treachery that ever was afted. Then he fixed his eyes upon all the prifoners, 
among whom was the chief ambafl'ador calk'd Theganeforens, and fpoke to this pur- 
pofe ; Go, my brethren, though I am at war with you, yet I releafe you, and allow 
you to go home. It is the governor of the French that put me upon this black adion, 
which I (hall never be able todigeft, unlefs your five nations revenge themfelves, and 
make their juft reprifals. ' This was fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the (incerity 
of his words ; and they affured him upon the fpot, that if he had a mind to make a 
feparate peace, the five nations would agree to it : however, the Rat having loft one 
man in this adventure, kept an Iroquefe flave to fupply the place of the man he bad 
loft: and after furnifhing the. prifoners with guns, ppwder, and ball, in order to their 
Ktum homeward, marched to MiflUimakiuac, where he prefented the French governor 
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with die flave idut lie brolight off. ' llie poor wretch was no fooher deOir^^d than he 
was condemned tabe diot; for at that time theTr^ch garrifon did not know that 
M. de Deikodvme 4eligned to dap up a peace with the Iroquefe. The condemned 
prifoner gave an account of his adventure, and that of the ambaffadors ; but the French 
thought that the fear of death made the fellow talk idly, and were confirmed in that 
thought, by hearing the Rat and his men fay, that he was light>headed ; infomuch, 
that the poor fellow was put to death notwithftanding all the reafons he could offer. 
The fame day that he was (hot, the Rat called, an old Iroquefe Have that had ferved 
him a long while, and told him, he had refolved to allow him the liberty of returning 
to his own country, and fpcnding the reft of his days among his friends and country- 
men. At the fame time he gave him to know, that fince he had been an eye-untnefs 
of the barbarous ufagcthat his countryman had met with from the French, notwithftand- 
ing what he offered in his own defence, it behoved him to acquaint his countrymen 
with the blacknefs of that adtion. The manumitted Have obeyed his orders fo 
pundlually, that foon after the Iroquefe made an incurfion, at atime when the governor 
did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had ufed the precaution of giving the 
Iroquefe to underftand, that he difallowed of the Rat’s treachery, infomuch that he had 
a mind to have him hanged ; and upon this prufped, expedfed hourly ten or twelve 
deputies to conclude the peace he fo much defired. , 

In effcdl the deputies .did come, but neither their number nor their delign was 
fuitable to what the governor had promifed to himfelf. Twelve hundred waniors 
landed at the lands-cnd of the ifland of Monreal, and burnt and facked all the planta- 
tions in that quarter : they malfacrcd men, women, and children ; and Madame de 
Denonville, who was then at Monreal with her hufband, did not think hcrfclf fafe in 
that place. A general conftemation was fpread all about ; for the barbarians were not 
above three leagues from Monreal. They burnt 'all the adjacent fettlcments, and 
blocked up two forts. M. de Denonville fent out a detachment of a hundred foldiers 
and fifty favages to oppofe them, being unwilling to fpare a greater number out of the 
city : but all the men of the detachment were either taken or cut in pieces, excepting 
twelve favages, one foldier, and M. de Longueil who commanded the party, and was 
;arried off by the twelve favages after hb thigh was broke : the other officers, namely, 
the Sicurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, and Villcdene, were all taken prifoners. 
In a word, the barbarians laid almoft the whole ifland wafte, and loft only three men, 
who having drank to excefs of the wine they found in the plantations, were decoyed 
into a fort by a Canadefe cow-keeper, that had been their Have for fome years. As 
foon as the three unfortunate Iroquefe arrived in the fort, they were thrown into a 
cellar to fleep themfclves fober ; and queftionlels, as foon as they waked they repented 
of thar exceflive drinking. When they waked, they fell immediately to ftnging ; and 
when the garrifon offered to fetter them, and carry them to Monreal, they flew to fome 
clubs that lay in the cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave defence, that the 
garrifon was forced to fhoot them upon the fpot. The cow-keeper being brought 
before M. de Denonville, he told him, that the breach made by the Rat’s contrivance 
was irreparable ; that the five Iroquefe nations refented that adventure with fo much 
warmth, that it was impoffible to difpofe them to a peace in a fhort time y that th^y 
were fo far from being angry with that Huron for what he did, that they were willing 
to enter into a treaty with mm, owning that he and his party had done nothing but 
wiut became a brave maq and a good ally. Doubtlefs this fatal incurfion was a great 
ibrprifal^ to M. de Denonidtle, and afforded him a copious field for refle^on. It was 
already impoffible to continue the poffeffion of Fort Frontenac ; wl^ere they began to 
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want proylfiom* whidi could not be I'ellered without expofing a great mat^ men 
to the danger of the paffes or catara£ts« which I have mentioned fo cften. 
a downright nccelfityof calling out the garrifon and blowing up the fort ; blit the 
difficulty lay in finding a man to carry orders to that effect to the governor, for nobody 
durit undertake it, tiU the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offered to go all alone through 
the forefts ; and accordingly he went and did his bufinefs fuccefsfully. The orders 
were extremely welcome to M. de Valrenes,the governor of the fort for the time ; who, 
upon the receiving them, run a mine under the four baffions, which, with the powder 
he put in, was reckoned fufficient to blow it up. This done, he embarked, and came 
down the river through the catarads to Monreal, where he found M. de Denonville, 
and accompanied him hither. That officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Frontcnac, 
but fet fire to the three great barks that they ufed to ply with upon the lake, both ta 
awe the Iroquefe in time of war, and to convey commodities to them in time of peace. 
M. de Denonville a£ted a prudent part in relinquifhing both this fort and that of 
Niagara ; for, in carneifl, thefe two polls are indcfenfible, by reafon of the inacceffible 
cataradls, upon which an ambufcado of ten Iroquefe may repulfe a thoufand Frenchmen 
by the throwing of Hones. But after all I mud own, that the welfare and prefervation 
if our colonies had an abfolute dependance upon thefe two forts, which feemed to 
infure the utter deflrudtioq of the Iroquefe ; for they could not ftir out of their villages 
to hunt or to fifh, without running the rifque of having their throats cut by the favages 
in alliance with us, who being then affured of a fafe retreat, would have made continual 
incurfions into the country of thofe barbarians : and by this means, the Iroquefe- 
being unprovided with beaver-lkins to be given in exchange for guns, powder, ball, 
and nets, would be flarvcd to death, or at lead, be obliged to depart their 
country. 

In the end of September M..dc Bonaventure, captain and owner of a merchant 
fliip, arrived in this port, and brought the news of M. de Frontcnac’s reindalment in 
the place of governor'gcneral of Canada, and of the recalling of M. de Denonville, 
whom the Duke de Bcauvilliers has recommended to the King, for the place of fub- 
governor to the princes his grandfons. Some people are uneafy at the recalling of 
this governor ; and it is faid, that the reverend fathers the Jefuits, fall under the num- 
ber of the malcontents ; for if we may credit the reports of the country, they con- 
tributed in a great mcafurc to the recalling of M. de Frontenac feven or eight years 
ago, by afling in concert with the intendant of Chefneau, and fupreme council, and 
drawing up accufations againd him which had the defired effoA ; though now the 
King diews that he is undeceived, by reindating that gentleman onbe more in this 
government. In the mean time the datefmen of the country that are mod guilty, know 
not how to drefs this kettle of fidi ; for they make no quedion but the new governor 
will retain a jud refentment of what is pad ; but the gentlemen, merchants, and other 
inhabitants, are making preparations for folemnizing his arrival, which they expe6t 
with as much impatience as the Jews do the Mefflah’s. The very favages that live in the 
fidrts of the colony, Ihcw an uncommon joy upon the hopes of his return ; and indeed^ 
we need not think it drange, for that governor drew edeem and veneration not only 
^from the French but from all the nations of this vad continent, who looked upon him 
as thdr guardian angel. M. de Denonville begins to pack up his baggage, and that in 
effed, is all 1 can fay of him. It is none of my bufinefs to meddle with an infinity of 
affairs that relate to the gentleman’s private intered. As to the quedion, whether 
he has managed well or ill, during thecourfe of his government, or whether he was 
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loved or hated^ I loibw Nothing df the matter. I am at a lofe to know whether he 
kqit a good or foitjr mble, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 

I nuke aceouhtto fet out for Rochd, when the veffel that brings our new goverttpr 
returns for Fiance. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER XVm. 

* Dated at Quebec, Nov. 15, 1689. 

Giving an Account of M. de Frontenads Arrival, bis Reception, his Voyage to Monreal, 

and the repairing cf Fort Fronienac. 

Sir, 

THE intelligence you give me of the adjudging of the lands of Lahontan, would 
have driven me to defpair, if you had not aiTured me at the fhme time, that I might 
recover it after a century of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long,) upon ilio 
condition of reimburfing to the polTefibr the fum that he paid for it, and of proving 
that I was aAually in the King’s fervice in the remote parts of the world when tliat 
eftate was fold. To fpeak to the purpofe, M. de Frontenac has countermanded the 
leave I had to go for France, and has olFered me a free accefs to his pocket and his 
table. All the arguments 1 offered have no influence upon him, and lb I am bound 
to obey. 

This new governor arrived at Quebec the 15th of Oftober, He came on (hore at 
dght o’clock at night, and was received by the fupreme council, and all the inhabitants 
in arms, with flambeaux both in the city, and upon the harbour, with a triple difeharge 
of the great and fmall guns, and illuminations in all the windows of the city. That 
fame night he was complimented by all the companies of the town, and above all, by 
thejefuits, who upon that occafion made a very pathetic fpeech, though the heart had 
le& hand in it than the mouth. The next day he was viflted by all the ladies, whofe 
inward joy appeared in their countenances, as much as in their words. Several per* 
fons made fire-works, while the governor and his retinue fung Te Down in the great 
^urch. Thefe folemn demonllrations of joy increafed from day to day, till the new 
governor fet out for Monreal } and the condudof the people upon this head afforded 
fignal proofe of the fatisfaftion they had in his return, and of their refting aflfured 
that his wife conduft and noble fpirit would preferve the repofe and tranquillity that 
he always kept up during his firll ten years’ government. All the world adored him, 
and Ailed him Re^mptor Fatria ; to which title he had a juff claim, for all the inha- 
bitants of thefe colonies agree, that when he came firft to Canada, he found all things 
in confufion and diftrefs. At that time the Iroquefe had burnt all the plantations, and 
cut the throats of fomethoufandsof the French ; the farmer was knocked on the head 
in his field ; the traveller was murdered upon the road, and the merchant ruined for 
want of commerce : all the planters were pinched with famine, the war rendered the 
country defolate ; and, in a word, New France had infallibly periihed, if this gover- < 
nor had not made that peace with the barbarians, that I fpoke of in my fifth letter. 
The bringing of that peace to bear was an a£Hon of greater importance than you can 
well imagine } for thefe barbarians grounded all their wars upon a perfonal enmity, 
whereas the European ruptures depend more upon intereft than upon pure revenge. 

’ ' ' ^ M. de 
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btred to^tfanfport him to Aiisidia, to Newrouodlapd, aad;tb the othi^ 
dbcefe. fit* deFrontenac, our governor, fet out ^r filonreal in a pat;^ four or fi#. 
days after his arrival ; and I had the honour to accompany him. All endeavours were 
ufed to difluade him from undertaking that voyage, when thefealbn was focold, and 
fo ftu: advanced : for, as 1 informed you before, the ice is thicker and ilronger here in 
Odober than it is at Paris in January, which is very ftrange. Notwithftanding all the 
remonftrances drawn from the hardfh^ and inconveniencies of the voyage, he flighted 
the fatigues of the water, and threw hfmfelf into a canoe in the fixty*eighth year of 
his age ; nay, he took the abdication of Fort Frontenac fo much to heart, that he 
had gone ftraight thither, if the nobility, the priells, and the inhabitants of Monreal, 
had not entreated him, with joint fupplications, not to expofe his perfon to the danger 
of the falls and catarafls that lie in that paflage. In the mean time fome gentlemen of 
Canada, followed by a hundred coureurs de bois, under the command of fij. Mantet, 
ventured upon the voyage, with intent to learn the ftate of the fort. I acquaint^ you 
in my laft letter, that M. de Valrenes had blown up the walls of the fort, when h& 
made his retreat ; but by good luck, the damage was not fo great as it was taken to be ; 
for the party commanded by fiJ. fi^antet, have already reared up the ruinous wall to thd’ 
height of (bme fathoms, aid vdll continue to work upon the repair of the fort all this 
winter. This news M. de Frontenac received laft night, which was the iixth after his' 
return to this city. 

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him out of France, fome of thofe 
iroquefe that M. de Dcnonville had fent to the galleys, as 1 intimated ip my thirteenth 
letter ; the reft having periflied in their chains. Of all thefe unfortunate barbanans 
that he has brought back, the moft coniiderable is one that goe& by the name of 
Oreouahe. He was not ufed as a galley flave, in regard that he was the leader of the 
Coyoguans, and the governor has lodged him in the caftle, in coniideration of the 
efteem he Ihews both for M. de Frontenac, wid for the French nation. Some flatter 
themfelves with the hopes, that fome accommodation with the five Iroquefe nations may 
be efleded by his mediation ; and for that end propofals of peace are now in agitation ; 
but I have three good reafons for predifling, that fuch a defign will prove abortive* 

I have already laid thefe reafons before M. de Frontenac, who gave me to know, that 
after the departure of the fliips, he would difeourfe with me upon that head. 1 (hall not 
otfer at the particulars of his interview, with Monfieur and fiJadam de Denonville, till 
fuch time as you and I have an opportunity of talking under the rofe. Some oiEcons 
accompany M. de Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of being preferred. 
In all probability the fhips will fet fail to«morrow, for we have now a fttir and gentle 
wcftcrly gale; l^fides, that the fcafpn for quitting this port, isaimoftfpent. 

I am. Sir, yours, 
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LETTER XIX. 

Dated at Monreal, Oflober 2, 1690* 

Relating the Attempts upon New England and New'Tork ; a fatal Emhajfy fcnt by the 
French to the Iroquc/e ; and an ill-concerted Enierprife of the Englijh and the Iroquefe^ 
in marching by Land to attack the French Colony, 

Sir, 

ABOUl’ fifteen days fince, a fliip of Rochcl, laden with wine and brandy, ar- 
rived in this harbour ; and the captain took care to convey a letter from you to my 
hands. As to your defiro of having a circumftantial account of the trade of t^auada, 
I cannot fatisfy it at prefent, for I am not as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with all ict; 
branches. But I aflurc you, that fotne time or other I fliall fend you fuch memoirs, 
as will give you faiisfaftion upon that head. In the mean time, I hope you will be con- 
tented with an account of what paffed in this country fince the date of my laft. 

As foon .as M. Denonville fet out from Quebec upon his return to France, 
M. de Frontenac took poffcflion of the fort, which is the common refidence of our 
governor-general, and ordered one of our belt architects to make preparations for re- 
building it as foon as he could. * 

In the beginning of this year, M. D’Iberville attempted to pillage a fmall village in 
New York, called by the Iroquefe Corlar, which name they likcwil'c give to all the 
governors of that Englifli colony. This gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was attended 
by five hundred courcurs do bois, and the like number of favages ; and the whole 
party made the expedition over fnow and ice, notwithftanding they had three hundred 
leagues to march backward and forward, and that the roads were very rugged and 
troublefoine. M. D’Iberville met with wonderful fuccefs, for after he had pillaged, 
burnt, and facked that little village, with the adjacent cantons, he fell in with a party 
of an hundred Iroquefe, and defeated them entirely. Much about the fame 
M. de Portneuf, another Canada gentleman, marched out at the head of three hun- 
dred men, one half favages, and the other half coureurs de bois, with intent to poiTefs 
hiinfelf of a fort belonging to the Englifli, called Kcnebcki, which ftands upon the fea 
^oaft of New England, towards the frontiers of Acadia. The garrifon of this fort 
made a brave defence, but there being great quantities of grenadoes and other fire- 
works thrown in upon them, while the favages (contrary to their cuftotn) fcaled the 
palifadoes on all hands, the governor was obliged to furrender upon diferetion. It is 
faid, that in this atition the coureurs de bois did their duty very bravely, but the enter- 
prize had proved fuccefslefs without the afljfiance of the favages. 

As foon as the rivers were navigable, M. de Frontenac offered to fend me with pro- 
pofals of peace to the Iroquefe ; but I made anfwer, that fince his pocket and table 
had been free to me during the winter, I could not imagine that he had a mind to be 
rid of me fo foon. Being obliged by this reply to \mfold my meaning, I remonflrated 
to him, that the King of England having loll his crown, and war being proclaimed, the 
governors of New England and New York, would infallibly ufe their utmoll efforts to , 
excite thefe banditti to redouble their incurfions ; that for that end they would fumilh 
them with ammunition gratis, and even join them, in order to attack our towns; and 
above all, that the intrigue of the Rat had fo provoked them, that, in my opinion, it 
was impofiible to appeafe them. , Upon thefe confiderations, I humbly befeeched, 
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him to havefome other pcrfonin his view, in cafe he periiiled,in his Sefign bf making 
a trial of that nature. The Chevalier Do was lingled out for this fatal embs^V ^ing 
attended by one Colin, as interpreter of thelrequefe huiguage, and two young Cahadtms. 
They fet out in a canoe, and when they came in fight of the village of the Onnontagues, 
were received with the honourable falvo of feveral good blows, and condut^cd with the 
fame ceremony to the village. Such a reception could not but be difagreeable to the 
gentleman that came to make offers of peace. The ancient men, being quickly affem- 
bled, thought it moll proper to fend them back with a favourable ani'wer, and in the 
mean time to engage fome of the Agnies and Onnoyotes, to lie in wait for them at the 
catarafts of the river, and there kill two, fending the third back to Quebec, and carry- 
ing thfcf fourth to their village, where there would be found fonie Englilli that would 
flioot them, that is, that would give them the fame ufage as the Rat did to their ambaf- 
fadors : fo true it is, that that adion Hicks in their ftoraachs. This projod had adually 
been put in execution, if it had not been for fome of the planters of New York, who 
were then among die barbarians, having come thither on purpofe to animate them 
againll us. Thele planters knew fo well how to influence the barbarians, that were 
already bent upon revenge, that a company of young barbarians burnt them all alive, 
excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied hand and foot, and fent him bound to 
Bolton, with a defign tp^pump out of him a view of the condition of our colonies and 
forces. This piece of news we received two months after by fome Haves that made 
their efcape from the Iroquefe ; and M. de Frontenac, when furprized with fiich difmal 
news, declared, that out of twenty captains that offered to execute that commilfion, 
and would have taken the employment for an honour, I was the only one that had been 
capable of forefeeing its bad fuccefs, 

June the 24th, I embarked for this place in a lluggilh brigantine, that the captain of 
the governor’s guards had caufed to be built the ibi’egoing winter. This venerable 
veffel had the honour to lodge the intendant and his lady ; and all of us being in no 
hafte, fpent ten or twelve days by the way, and feafted like kings every night. M. de 
Frontenac marked out a fort in his paffage to the city of Trois Rivieres, which I fpoke 
of before. Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a certain favage whofenarae was 
Plake, came and gave us notice, tkat he had difeovered a body of a thou fand Englilh, 
and five hundred Iroquefe, that marched up to attack us. Upon this intelligence, all our 
troops croffed over to the meadow of Medalaine, oppofite to this city, and there encamped, 
in conjundion with three or four hundred favages that were our allies, in order to give 
the enemy a warm reception. Our camp was no fooner formed, than M. de Frontenac 
detached two or three fmall parties of the favages to obferve the enemy. Thefe parties 
came foon back, after having furprized fome llraggling Iroquefe at hunting on the 
confines of Charaplaine lake : the prifoners informed us, that the Englilh being unable 
to encounter the fatigues of the march, and unprovided with a fuliicient Hock of pro- 
vifions, both they and the Iroquefe were returned to their own country. J his account 
being confirmed by other favages, our troops decamped, and marched back to this 
place, from whence I was detach^ fome days after to command a party that was to 
cover the reapers of fort Roland, which lies in this illand. When the harveft was over 
I returned to this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, who had come down 
from their own country, in purfuit of their ufual trade in Ikins^ an account of which you 
had in my eighth letter. Thefe traders continued here fifteen days, and then marched 
home. 

Thisj 
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Ipbls, SiV* Is.jik fttmma{ii|||^ our Oj^iTences of moment llnce the left yean Abom 
fifteen days to. jfet out ^ de Ffontemu^’a brigantine. 1 

conclude ' 

" ' ' Sir, yours, &c. 

LETTER XX. 

Dated at Rochel, January 12, 1691* 

JBeini a Relation of a Second and very important Expedition of the En^liJlj by , Sea; in 
which is contained a Letter written by the Englijh Admiral to Count Froaienacy with 
the Governors verbal Anfwer. As alfo an Account of the Authors DeparKn e for 
France, 

Sir, 

1 AM arrived at laft at Rochel, from whence I now tranfmit you a relation of all 
that pafled in Canada, fince the date of my laft letter. In the fpace of a few days: after 
that date, M. de Frontenac received advice that a ftrong fleet of Englifh flnps amounting 
to thirty-four fail, w 38 feen near Tadouffac. Immediately he got on board of his bri- 
gantine, and ordered all the troops to embark in canoes and Ij^ats, and to row night 
and day to prevent the enemy j all of which was happily put in execution, At the 
fame time he gave orders to M. de Callieres, to bring down as many of the inhabitants a.t 
poffibly he could. We rowed with fuch expedition, and diligence, that we arrived the 
3d day at Quebec. As foon as M. de Frontenac debarked, be view'ed the wcakeft ports, 
and ordered them to be fortified without lofs of time : he rafed batteries in feveral 
places, and though in that capital city we had but twelve great guns, and but little am- 
munition, yet he feemed to be refolutely bent upon an obstinate refiftance to the eflbrts 
of the enemy’s fleet, which in the mean time flood catching of flies, at the diftaticc of 
two leagues from Quebec. We look the advantage of their flow approaches, and worked 
inceffautly to put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. Our troops, our militia, and our 
confederate favages, came up to us on all hands. It is certain, that if the Englifli 
admiral had made his defeent before our arrival at Quebec, or even two days after, he 
had can'ied the place without ftriking a blow ; for at that time there was not two 
ffhndred French in the city, which lay open, and expofed on all hands ; but inftead of 
doing that, he cart anchor towards the point of the ifland of Orleans, and loft three days 
in confuhing with the captains of the mips, before they came to a refolution. He took 
the Sieur Joliet with his lady and his mother-in-law, in a bark in the river of St. 
Laui^ce. Three mercliantmen from France, and one laden with beaver-fluus from 
Hudfon’s Bay, entered the river of Saguenay, by the way of Tadouffac, where they 
feuiked, and after hauling their guns afhore, raifed very good batteries. To be fhort, 
the officers of the enemy’s fleet came to a refohitioa after the lofs of three or four days 
In ufelefs confultations, during which time wc were joined on all bands by great num- 
bers of inhabitants and foldiers. Purfuant to the refolution of the cotmcils of war, the 
Englifh admiral, namely. Sir William Phips, fent out his floop with a French flag upon 
its prow, which made up to the city with found of trumpet, upon this, M. de Frontenac 
fent out another with a French officer to meet it, who found an Englifh major in the 
fioop, who gave him to underftand, that he had the charge of a letter from his general, 
to the governor of Canada, and hoped he might be allowed to deliver it him&lL Upon 

that 
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i\at the French o^cer took him into his il^p, and having blHblded 
him to the governor’s cbaiOber ; where his face being unco^ed, hedelivet 
letter, the fabftance of which was this-; . . 


hedelivet^hl&a 


« I, Sir William Phips, general of the forces of New England, by fea and land, to 
Count Frontenac, govemor-general of Quebec, by orders from, and in the name of 
William ^1. and Mary, King and Queen of England, arnt come to make myfclf mafter 
of this country. But in regard that I have nothing lb much in view, as the preventing 
of the effufion of blood, I require you to furrender at diferetion, your cities, callles^ 
forts, towns, as well as your perfons ; alTuring you at the Aime time, that you Ihall meet 
with all manner of good ufage, civility and humanity. If you do not accept of this 
propofal without any reftridlion, I will endeavour, by the aOiltance of Heaven, on which 
I rely, and the force of my arms, to make a conqueft of them. I expefl a pofitive 
anfwer in writing in the fpace of an hour ; and in the mean time give you notice, rhar 
after the commencement of hoitilities, 1 ihall not entertain any thoughts of accommo* 
dation. - 

(Signed,) ** William Phips.” 


After the interpreter had tranflated the letter to M. de Frontenac, who was then 
furrounded with officers, lie ordered the Cciptain of his guards to make a gibbet before 
the fort, in order to hang the poor major, who in ail appearance underftood French, 
for upon the pronouncing of this fatal fentcnce, he was like to fwoon away ; and 
indeed I mull fay, the major had fome reafon to be affefted, for he had certainly been 
hanged if the bifliop and the intendant, who, to his good luck, were then prefent, had 
not interceded on his behalf. M. de Frontenac pretended, that they were a fleet of 
pirates, or of perfons without oomniiflion, for that the King of England was then in 
I’rance. .But at laft the governor being appeafed, ordered the major to repair forth^- 
with on*board of his admiral, againft whom he could defend himfelf the better, for 
not being attacked. At the fume time he declared, that ha Icnew of no other King of 
Great Britain than James II., that his rebellious fubjefts were pirates, and that he 
dreaded neithe/ their force nor their threats. This faid, he threw Admiral Phips’s 
letter in the major’s face, and then turned his back upon him. Upon that the poor 
ambailador took frefli courage, and looking upon his watch, took the liberty to alk 
M. de Frontenac, if be could not have his anfwer in writing before the hour elapfed. 
But the governor made anfwer with all the haughtinefs and difdain imaginable, that 
his admiral deferved no other anfwer than what flew from the mouth cannons and 
mufkets. Thefe words were no fooner pronounced, than the major was forced, to take 
his letter again, and being blindfolded, was reconduded tohisfloop, in which'he rowed 
towards the fleet with all expedition. 

The next day about two in the afternoon, lixty floops were fentafhore with ten or 
twelve hundred men, who flood upon the fand in very good order. After that the- 
floops went back to the fhips, and brought afliore the like complement of men, which 
was afterwards joined by a third complement of the fame number. Asfoonas th^e 
troops were landed, they began to march towards the city with drums beating and 
colours flying. Thisdefeent was made over againft the ifle of Orleans, about a league 
and & half below Quebec ; but it was notfo expeditious but that our confederate 
favages^ with two hundred coureurs de bois, and fifty officers, had dme to poft them* 
felves in a copfc of thick brambles, which lay half a league off the place of landing. 
It being impo£KI$le for fo fmall a ’party tp come to an open battle vdtb.a numerous 

enemy. 
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enemy, they were fight tiftcr the maniler of the favages, that is, to lay am- 

bufcadoes fromi place to place in the copfc, which was a quarter ofi a league broad. 
This way of wagmg war proved wonderfully fiicc&fsful to us, for our men being polled 
in the middle of the copfe, we fuffered the Euglilh to enter, and then fired upon them, 
lying flat upon the ground till they fired their pieces ; after which we fprung up, and 
drawing into knots here and there, repeated our fire with fuch luccefs that the Englilh 
militia perceiving our favages, fell into confufion and difordcr, and their ibattaibns 
were broke ; infomuch, that they betook themfelves to flight, crying out, Indians, 
Indians, and gave our favages the opportunity of making a bloody flaughter among 
them ; for we found three hundred men left upon the fpot, without any other lofs on 
our fide than that of ten courcurs de bois, four olTicers, and two favages. ' 

The next day the Englilh landed four pieces of brafs cannon mounted like field- 
pieces, and fought yery bravely, though they were very ill difciplined. It is certain 
there was no want of courage on their fide, and their want of fuccefs muft be imputed 
to their unacquaintance with military difciplinc, to their being enfeebled by the fatigues 
of thqfea, and to the ill couduft.of Sir William Phips, who upon this enterprize 
could not have done lefs than he did, if he had been engaged by us to ftand Hill with 
his hthids in his pockets. This day palled over more peaceably than the next, for 
then the Englilli made a frelh attempt to force their pafl’agc/hrough the copfe, by the 
help of their artillery ; but they loit three or four hundred more in the attempt, and 
were forced to retire with all diligence to the landing-place. On our fide we loft 
M. de St. Helene, who died of a wound in his log, and about forty Erenchmeu and 
favages. This vidory animated us fo much, that we purfued the Englilh to their 
camp, and lay all night flat upon the ground juft by it, with a defign to attack itbybreak 
of day ; but they laved us the labour, for they embarked about midnight with fuch 
confufion, that we killed fifty more of them, rather by chance than by dexterity, while 
they were getting into their boats. When day came, we tranfported to ^ugbec their 
tents anu their cannon, which they had left behind them j the favages being in the mean 
time employed in llripping the dead in the wood. 

The fame day that the del’cent was made. Sir William Phips w’eighed and came to 
an anchor with four great (hips, at the dillance of a mulket-lhot from the lower city, 
w'here we had only one battery of fix or eight pounders. 'I’hcre he cannonaded for 
twenty-four hours fo handfomely, that the fire of the great guns equalled that of the 
linall arms. The damage they ditl to the rools of the houfes amounted to five or fix 
piftoles ; for, as I informeil you in my firll letter, the walls of the houfes are fo hard 
that a ball cannot pierce them. 

When Sir William Phips had made an end of thefe glorious exploits, he fent to 
demand cl Ivi. de Erontenac feme I nglilh prifoners in exchange for the Sieur Joliet, 
w'ith his wile and his niotlier, and feme ftamen, which was forthwith put in execution. 
This done, the fleet weighed anchor and fleered homeward. As fuon as the three 
merchantmen that lay ftadking in the river of Saguenay, faw the fleet running below 
Tadouflac with full I'ail before a wefterly gale, they put their guns aboard, and pur- 
fuing tlicir voyage with groat falisfaclion, arrived at ^-uebcc on the 12 th of November. 
Ihey had fcarcc put their cargo on (liore, when the bitter cold covered the river with 
ice, which damaged their Ihips fo much, that they were forced to rurt them afliore. 
This troublefonie froft was as iincafy to me as to M. de Fronienac, for then 1 faw that I 
w^as obliged to pals another winter in Canada, and M. de Erontcnac was at a lofs to 
conoive a way ot fending the King advice of this enterprize j but, by good luck, there 
fame all of a fudden a downfall of rain, which was followed by a thaw, and was 
* equally 
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equally acceptable to us both. Immediately the governor otip'ed an unrigjg^: fngate 
to be rigged and,, fitted but ; which was done accordingly wiffi fuch difpatch that the 
ballad;, fails, rop^ and malts were all in order almolt as foon as the orders were 
given out. When the frigate was ready to fail, the governor told me, that the making 
df France as foon as ever I could, would be a piece of important fervicc ; and that I 
ought rather to perilh than to fuffer myfelf to be taken by the enemy, or to put in at 
any port whatfoever by the way : at the fame time he gave me a particular letter to 
M. de Seignelay, the purport of which was much to my advantage. 

I put to fea the aorh of November, the like of which was never feen in that place 
before. At the illc <>f Coudres we cfcaped luckily, for there the north-eaft wind blew 
fo hard ,upon us, that after we had dropped anchor, we thought to have been fpHt in 
pieces in the night -rime. 1'he reft of our paflage was good enough, for we encoun- 
tered but one ftorm till we arrived at this place. Indeed we met with contrary wind, 
about an hundred and fifty leaguf's off the coaft of France, which obliged us to traverfe, 
and lie by for a long time ; and it was for this rcafon that our paffage was fo long: 

1 hear you are now* in Provence, and that M. de Seignelay is gone upo»a voyage to 
the other world, which is of a quite different nature from that I have juft perlwmed. 
In cameft. Sir, his death is the laft misfortune to the navy of France, to the colonies 
of the two Americas, and to me in particular, fince M. de Frontenac’s recommenda- 
tory letter is thereby rendered ufelefs to me. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c« 


MEMOIRS 
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^MdlRS OF NORTH AMERICA j 

CONTAINING 

A -GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THAT VAST CONTINENT j THE 
CUSTOMS AND COMMERCE QT THE INHABITANTS, &c. 


Sir, 

I N thy former letters I prefcntod you with a view of the Engliflijind French cojonicsj 
the, com®erce of Canada, the navigation upon the rivers and lakes of that coun- 
try, tM courfe of failing from Eurftpe to North America, the fcvcral attempts made by 
the Englifli to matter the French colonics, the incurfions of the French upon New 
England, and upon the Iroquefc country : in a word. Sir, 1 have revealed a great 
many things, that for reafons of ttate or politics, have been fiitherto concealed; info- 
much, that if you were capable of making me a facrifice to your refentment, it is now 
in your power to ruin me at court, by producing my letters. 

All that I writ in the foregoing loiters, and the whole fubftance of the memoirs I 
now fend you, is truth as plain as the fun-fliine. I flatter no man, and Ifparc nobody. 

I fcom to be partial ; I bettow due praife upon thofc who are in no capacity to ferve 
me, and I cenfurc. the conduft of others, that arc capable of doing me an injury by 
indireft methods. I am not influenced by that principle of intcreft and party-making, 
that is the rule of fome folks words. I facrifice all to the love of truth, and write with 
no other view, than to give you a jutt roprefentation of things as they are. It^^is 
beneath me to mince or alter the matter of faff, contained either in the letters I fent 
you fome ten or twelve years ago, or in thefe memoirs. In the courfe of my voyages 
and travels, I took care to keep particular Journals of every thing ; but a minute rc- 
*l|ation of all particulars would be irkfome to you, bofidcs, that the trouble of taking 
a copy of the journals, before I have an opportunity of fhewing you the original, 
would require more time than I can well fpare. In thefe memoirs you will And as 
much as will ferve to form a perfeft idea of the vaft continent of North America. In 
the courfe of our correfpondence from the year 1683, to this time, I fent you five- 
and-twenty letters, of all which I have kept a double ve^ carefully. My only view 
in writing of thefe Iciters, was to inform you of the molteflential things ; for I was . 
unwilling to perplex and confound your thoughts, with an infinity of uncommon 
things, that have happened in that country. If you will confult my maps, as you 
read the abovementioned letters, you will find a j lift reprefentation of all the places I 
bave fpoken of. Thefe maps are very Articular, and 1 dare affure you, they are the 
correaeft yet extant. My voyage upon the Long River, gave me an opportunity of 
making that little map, which I fent you from Milmimakinac ^ 16991 ftitteenth 

letter. It is true, it g^ves only a bare defeription of 'that river, and the river of me 
Miftouris ; but it re<^uired more time than I could fpare, to maite it more complet^ 
by a knowledge of the adjacent countries, which have Utherto been unknown to ail tl^ ^ 

" Z ' 'worWi” 
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vorl 4 as ^11 as'that great river, and whidi I would never Inj^e if I Jbad pot 

fulljr inttru^^ in every thing that related to it, and convoyed by a good gnu'd. 

I have placnl the i^p of Clani^ at the front of thefe mempirs, and delire that Stvoiir 
of you, that you would hot ihew it to anybody under my itame. To the latter part 1 
have fubjoined an explication of the marine, and other difficult terms, made ufe of in 
my letters, as well as in thefe memoirs ; which you will ple^e to confult> when you 
meet with a word that you do not underftand. 

A Jhort Defeription of Canada, 

You will think, Sir, that I advance a paradox, when I acquaint you that New France, 
common!/ called Canada, comprehends a greater extent or ground than the half of 
Europe : but pray mind what proof I have for that affertion. You know that Europe 
extends fouth and north, from the 35th to the 72nd degree of latitude, or, if you will, 
from Cadiz to the North Cape on the confines of Lapland ; and that its longitude 
reaches from the 9th to the 94th degree, that, is from the River Oby to the Weft Cape 
in Yflandia. But at the fame time, if we take the greateft breadth of JBurope, from 
eaft to weft, from the imaginary canal, (for inftance) between the Tanais and the Volga, 
to Dinglebay in Ireland, it makes but 66 degrees of longitude, which contain more 
leagues than the degrees allotted to it towards the polar circle, though thefe are more 
numerous, by reafon that the degrees of longitude are unequal ; and lince we are 
wont to meafure provinces, illands, and kingdoms by the fpace of ground, I am of 
the opinion, that we ought lo make ufe of the fame ftandard with refped to the foua 
parts of the world. Thegeographeis who parcel out the earth in their clofets, ac« 
cording to their fancy i thefe gentlemen, I fay, might have been aware of this advance, 
if they had been more careful. But, to come to Canada. 

All the world knows, that Can'ada reaches from the 39th to the 65th degree of latL 
tude,that is,from the fouth fiide of the lake Errie, to the north fide of Hudfon’s Bay; 
and from the 284th to the 336th degree of longitude, viz. from the river Mifiifipi 
to ^pe Rafe, in the ifland of Newfoundland. I affirm, therefore, that Europe has 
but, 1 1 degrees of latitude and 33 of longitude more than Canada, in which I coin- 
prefiend the ifland of Newfoundland, Acadia, and all the other countries that lie to the 
northward of the river St. Laurence, which is the pretended great boundary t ha t 
fevers the French colonies from the Englifli. Were I to reckon in all the countries 
that lie to the north«weft of Canada, 1 mould find it larger than Europe: but I mnfj ne 
myfelf to '^at is difeovered, known, and owned ; I mean, to the countries in which 
fhjti French trade with the natives for beavers, and in which they have forts, 
mfifionaries, and fmall fettlements. 

^ It is above a century and a half fince Canada was difeovered. John Verafan was 
the firft difeoverer, though he got nothing by it, for the favages eat him up. James 
Cartier was the next that went thither; but alter failing with his fhip abbve Quebec, he 
returned to France, with a forry opinion of the country. At laft, better failors were 
employed in the difeovery, and traced the river of St. Laurence more narrowly: and 
about the beginning of the laft century, a colony was fent thither from Rouen, which 
fettled there after a great deal of oppofition from the natives. At this day the colony 
is fo populous, that it is conljputed.to contain one hundred and eighty thou^d fouls. 
1 have already given yon fome account of that country in my lettc^ and therefore 
now only point to the moft noted places, and take notice may gntily 

euriofity beyond what ybo h#ve yet heard. 

. : Jirot.xin» " ■ : ■■■ -xx We 
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We at a . |b& to €nd the head of the river of St. Laurence, ibr though 
tnjiced it {even or eight hundred kagues up, yet we could never i^h ite fouite ; the 
remoteil place thiat the coureurs de bois go to, being the lake tilhemipigon, which 
difembogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does into the lake of Hurons, 
the lake of Hurons into, that of Errk alias Conti, and that of Errie into the lake of 
Erontenac, which forms this la(t great river, that runs for twenty leagues with a pretty 
gentle (tream, and fwceps through thirty more with a very rapid current, till it reaches 
the city of Monreal ; from whence it continues' its courfe with fome moderation to 
the city of Quebec ; and after that, fpreads out, and enlarges itfelf by degrees to its 
mouth, which lies a hundred leagues further. If we may credit the north-country 
favages, this river takes its rife from the great lake of the Ailinipouals, which they give 
out to be larger than any of the lakes 1 mentioned but now, being fituated at the dif- 
tance of fifty or fixty leagues from the lake of Lenemipigon. The river of St. Lau- 
rence is twenty or twenty-two leagues broad at its mouth, in the middle of which there 
is an ifland called Anticofii, which is twenty leagues long. This illand belongs to the 
Sieur Joliet, a Canadan, who has built a little fortified magazine upon it, to guard his 
goods and his family from the incurfions of the Elkimaux, of whom more anon. He 
deals with the other favage nations, namely, the Mantagnois and the Papipanachois in 
am& and ammunition, by way of exchange for the ikins,.of fea-wolves or fea*calves, 
and fome other furs. 

Over againft this ifland, to the fouthward of it, we find the ifle called L’lflc Percee, 
which is a great rock with a pafiage bored through it, in which the floops can only 
pafs. In time of peace the Bifeayans of France, and the Normans, ufed to fifh ibr cod 
at this place ; for here that fifh are very plentiful, and at the fame time larger, and more * 
proper for drying than thofo of Newfoundland. But Uiere are two ^reat incon- 
veniencies that attend the fifhing upon this ifland ; one is, that the (hips ride in great 
danger, unlefs they have good anchors and ftrong cables ; another inconvenience is, 
that this place affords neither gravel nor flint-ftones to flretch out the fifh upon before the 
fun, and that the fifhermen are forced to make ufe of a fort of hurdles. * 

. There are other fifhing- places befidcs this, which lie fome leagues higher up upon 
the fiime fide of the river. Such is that called Gafpc, where the fhips’ crews fome- 
times trade in fkins with the Gafpefians, to the preju^ce of the proprietors- of tills 
river. The other places for cod-fifh lie toward Monts Notre Dame, in the little bays 
or rivers that empty themfelves into the river of St. Laurence. 

On the other fide of the river there lies the wide-extended country of Labrador, or 
of the Efkiinaux, who are fuch a wild barbarous people, that no ir^eans whatfuever have 
hitherto been able to civilixe them. One would think that good old Homer had this 
people in his view when he fpeaks of the Cyclops } for the charafler of the one fuits 
the other admirably well, as it appears from thefe four verfes, in the ninth book of his 
Odyfify, which arefo pretty, that 1 cannot forbear inferting them in this place. 

T&V IF UT art ftifAiiti* 

iJ4"ri?.WF igitup tuoio-t 

Ef enrU'i Gcftfru'ii if sKaroi 

UstUuf *n3* up v, 

That is $ this people do not p^irplex themfelves with voluminous laws, and vexatious 
fuitO ; they ddight onl/ in the tops of mountain^ and deep caves, sutd every one opn- 

fines 
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his ear^^to jnsDagemeitt of hi» own family, ivithoaf! tfOubhng his head '^^ut 
1^ n^ghbeur. ^^le Danes were the dtfcoverers of thia country, which k full 'of 
ports, havens antrbays, that the Quebec barks refort to in the fummer, in order fo 
truck with the favages for the ikins of feS'Calves. The commerce I fpeak of, is carried 
on after this manners As foon as the Quebec barks come to an anchor, thefe devils 
come on board of them m their little canoes made of the ikins of rea<calve8, in the form 
of a weaver’s (buttle, with a hole in the middle of it, refembllng that of a purfe, in 
which they (low themfelves with ropes, fitting fquat upon their breech. Being fet in 
this falhion, they row with little dices, fometimes to the right, and fometimes to the left, 
without bending their body for fear of overfetting. As foon as they are near the bark, 
thf^ hoIdfUp their (kins upon the end of the oar, and at the fame time make a demand 
of fo many knives, powder, ball, fufees, axes, kettles, &c . ; in fine, every one (hews 
what he has, and mentions what he expeds in exchange: and fo when the bargain is 
concluded, they deliver and receive their goods upon the end of a (tick. As thefe 
pitiful fellows ufe the precaution of not going on board our boats, fo we take care not 
to fufl'cf too great a number of canoes to furround us ; for they have carried o(F oftener 
than once, fome of our fmall veiTels, at a time when our feamen were bnfied in hauling 
in the (kins, and delivering out tlie other goods. Here, we are obliged to be very 
vigilant in the night-time, for they know how to make great floops, that will bold tWty 
or forty men, and run as fall as the wind : and it is for this reafun that the Malouins, 
who fift for cod at Petit Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame fifhery at 
Portochoua, are obliged to fit in long barks to fcour the coaft and purfue them j for 
almofl: every year they furprize fome of the crew on (hore, and cut their throats, and 
fometimes they carry oft' the vefl'el. We are aftured that their number of warriors, or 
men that bear arms, amount to thirty thoufand ; but they are fuch cowardly fellows 
that five hundred CHftinos from Hudfon’s bay, ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of 
them. They are polfelTed of a very large country, extending from over againft the ides 
of Mingan to Hudfon’s Streight. They crofs over to the ifland of Newfoundland 
every day, at the (Ireight of Belle Iflc, which is not above feven leagues over ; but they 
never come fo far as Pkeentia, for fear of meeting with other favages there. 

Hudfon’s Bay adjoins to this terra of Lambrador, and extends from the 52” 30' to 
the fixty-third of latitude. The origin of its name was this Cap^ain Henry lludfon, 
an £ngli(hmat;i by birth, obtained a (hip from the Dutch, in order to trace a paiTage to 
China^through an imaginary ftreight to the northward of North America. He had firfl: 
formed a tl^ign of going by the w'ay of Nova Zcmbla; but upon feeing the memoirs of a 
Danifli pilot, who was a friend of his, he dropped that thought. This pilot, namely, 
Frederick Anfchild, had fet out from Norway, or Yflandia, fome years before, with a 
defign to find out a paftage to Japan by Davis.’s Streight, which is the chimerical (Ireight 
I fpoke of. The firft land he deferied was Savage Bay, feated on the north fide of the 
terra of Labrador ; then fweeping along the coaft, he entered a ftreight, which about 
twenty or thirty years afterwards, d^aschriftened Hudfon’s Streight. After that, (leer- 
ing to the weft ward, he came upon fome coalls that run north and fouth ; upon which 
he ftood to the north, ftattering himfelf with the hopes of finding an open paftage to 
crofs the fea of JeiTo ; 1)01 after failing to the latitude of the polar circle, and runtung 
the ri(k of perKhing upon thejee, (I,, do not know how often,) without meeting with any 
paiTage or open fea, he took up a relTolution of turning back } but the foafon was then 
fo j^ s^vanced, and the ice fo covered up the furfacc of the water,:l^iat hn. was forced 
to into Hudfon’s Bay, and winter, there in a harbour, where fevei^ fayiges furniihed 
hh Cii^w with provifions and excellent (kins. As foon as the fea was open, he returned 
tqi Denmark. Now, Captain Hudfon being afterwards acquainted with this Dane, 
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; quantity of ikihs from the iavages-; after that, he dif<»viei^ New Holland, Vhich is 
now caUjsd New York, and fome other countries retaining ^ New England : upon the 
whole. It IS not fair to eall this ftreight and this bay by the name of Hudfon ;* in regard, 
that the abovementioned Dane, Frederick Anfchild, was thefiril difcoverer of them ) he 
being the firft European that defcriod the countries of North America, and chalked but 
, the way to the others. Upon this Hudfun’s journals, theEnglifh .made feveral attempts 
to fettle a commerce with the Amencans. The great quantity of beaver-ikins and other 
fqrs that he purchafed of the favagcs while he wintered in the bay, put the notion , into 
the heads of fame Englilh merchants, who thereupon formed a company for the carrying 
on of this new commerce. With this view, they fitted out fome fhips under the com- 
mand of Captain Nelfon^ who loll fome of them in the ice not far from the (Ircight 
having efcaped narrowly himfelf. However, he entered the bay, and placed himfelf a£ 
the mouth of a great river, which rifes towards the lake of the Afimpouals, andjalis 
into the bay at a place where he built a redoubt, and ^mounted fome cannon upon it. 
..In the fpace of three or four years after the Finglilh made fome other little forts near 
that river, which proved a confiderable baulk to the commence of the French, who found 
that thefavages who ufed to deal with them in furs on the north fide of the Upper Lake, 
were not then to be feen. 



It came to pafs in procefs of time, but bow I cannot tell, that one Ratifion, and one 
Grozileer, met, in that great lake, fome Clillinos, who promifed to condu^ them to 
the bottom of the bay, where the Englilh had not yet penetrated. In effe£l:, tha 
Clillinos were as good as their word ; for they Ihewed them the place they fpoke of, 
befides feveral other rivers upon which there was a fair profped of making fuch feitlc- 
^ments as would carry on a great trade in Ikins with feveral favage nations. Thefe two 
'Frenchmen returned to the Upper Lake, the fame way that they went, and fi*oin thence 
made the bed of their way to Quebec, where they offered to the chief.' merchants of the 
pbee, to carry Ihips to Hudfon’s Bay ; but their projeft was rejeded ; in fine, having 
met with this repulfe, they went to France, in hopes of a more fiivourable hearing at 
court ; but after the prefenting of memorial upon memorial, and fpending a great deal 
of money, they were treated as whimfical fellows. Upon that occafion the King of 
England’s amballador did not lofe the opportunity of perfuading them to go to LCmdon, 
where they met with fuch a favourable reception, that they got feveral Ihips, which they 
carried to the bay, not without difficulty, and built feveral forts in different places, that 
did great fervice in promoting the commerce. Then the court of France reputed, 
though too late, that they did not give ear to their memorials; and finding no other 
remedy, refolved to dillodge the Englilh at any rate. In effe£l, they attacked them 
vigorpjully by feaand land, and difpoffeired them of all their forts, excepting Fort Nelfon; 
where they could not expc£l fuch an eafy conquelf. Some years after, the EngPt 
refolved to ufe their utmoll efforts to retake thefe polls; and their refolution was 
crovnyd with fuccefs, for they dillodged the French in their turn ; and at this day the 
French are making preparations to repay them in their own coin. 

That country is fo cold for feven or eight montl;| of the year, that the fea jn^^es ten 
jfi^dee|>, the trees and the very Hones fplit; thefnow is ten or twelve feet deep i^nthe 
for doov^ix months ofrhe year, and during that feafon no body can Hir out 
: ^thout runnih^the riffc of having thehr aofe, ears and feet tnortified l^ the 

pafiage fromEurope to that boitntry' is fo - difficult and dogerous, by rCafon 
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vit ^nbw timeto pa& from Hudfon’s Bay, to the Supenoir or Upper. 
eal^r to make this voyage upon paper than to go aduaily throuj^h it^ for you’bl^ 
^ almoft a hundred leases up the river of Machakandibi, which is fo rapid and fulibf' 
tatara^s, that a light canoe worked by fix: watermen, fliall not fail them under th^y/or 
fhirty'Bvedays. At the head of this river we meet with a little lake of the fame name, 

' whence we are obliged to a land<carriage of feven leagues, to get at the river of 
'Michipikoton, which we run down in ten or twelve days ; though at the fame time' we 
'have fevcral land-carriages upon it ; for going down this river we pafs feveral catara^,. 
where We arc obliged either to carry our canoes by land, or to drag them back again. 
Thus we arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckoned to be five hundred leagues tny 
circumference, including the windings of the creeks and little gulphs. 'iliis little freflif 
water fea is calm enough from the beginning of May to the end of September. ' The’ 
fouth fide is the fafeft for the canoes, by reafon of the many b|,ys and^ nttle rivers, where 
one may put in, in cafe of a florm. There is no fettled favage>nation upon the brmks of 
the lake, that I know oh It is true indeed, that in fummer, feveral northern nations 
come to hunt and fifh in thefe parte, and bring with them the beaver- fkins they have got 
in the winter, in order tc^ truck with the coureurs de bois, who do not fail to m0et them 
tho'e every year. The places where the interview happens, are Bagouafeh, JLcmipifaki, 
and Chagouamigon. It is fotnc years fince M. Dulhut built a fort of pales or flakes 
upon this lake, where he had large magazines of all forts of goods. That fort was 
called Camanidigoyan, and did confiderable differvice to the Englifh fettlements in 
Hudfon’s Bay ; by /eafon that it faved feveral nations the trouble of tranfporting their 
fkins to that bay. Upon that lake we find copper mines, the metal of which is fo fine 
and plentiful, that there is not*a feventh part loft from the ore. It has fome pretty large 
iflands, which are replenifhcd with elks and wild-affes } but there is fcarce any. that goes 
to hunt upon them, by reafon of the danger of crofting fiver: in fine, this lake abounds 
with fturgeons, trouts, and white fifti. The climate is almoft unfuftbrably cold fair fix 
months of the year; and the fnow joined to the froft, commonly freezes the water of the : 
lake for ten or twelve leagues over. 

From the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fleered to that of Hurons, to which I allot four 
hmdred leagues in circunfference. Now to make this lake, you muft fail down by 
tlTe fiill called Saut St. Mary, which I deferibed in my fifteenth letter. This lake 
is fituated in a fine climate, as you will perceive from the map. The north, fide of 
;k is beft for the navigation or canoes, by reafon of the frequency of ifles which 
Afford fheiter in bad weather. The fouth fide is pleafanter and more convenient for the 
hunting of deer, which are>thcre very plentiful. The figure of this lake comes near 
to an equilateral triangle. Of all its ifles, that called Manitoualin is the moft con- 
fiderable, being above twenty leagues long, and ten broad. In former times,, the 
'.Outaouas of the nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it ; but the dread they were under 
Upon the account of the Iroquefe, obliged both|hem and. their neighbours to retire, to.' 
Mtffilhnakinac. That part of the continent that faces this ifland, is inhabited ; to tbe; 
Nockes and the Miffitagnes, in. two different villages which are twemy 1^^&' ^ 
t||e one from the others Toaj|rd$ theeaft end of this ifland, we fall in river 

ides Francois, which 1 took notice of in my fixteenth letter.. It 
jSriheis at Paris, and runs not above forty leagues in fooixe; in the 

'fake Nepleerini, to its- mouthu To the ponh-vyeft of thn Ilea Ifie bay of 

Toranto^ which is twen^ on! iong|ijfihd .ii|ee^..bi^^ its 
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rnofith. This biy ii^Ves i rivw that fJpiifegi'frbHt lakeof the 
fbimi feveral catarad^ that ara equally impn£ticahle both upon the afceiit smiji: defcent,^ 
'^pon the fide of this river you will fee a man*s head marked in nty map, which fignii^^ 
a large village of the Tlurons, that was dcflroyed by the Iroquefe. You may go frofii 
the fourceofthia river to the Lake Frontenac, by making a land-carriage to the river 
of TsinaoUate, that falls into that lake. Upon the fouth fide of the Bay of Toronto, 
ybu fee the fort called Port Suppofe, which 1 mentioned in my twenty-third letter, and 
about thirty leagues to the fouthward of that, you find the country of The(i-; 
nontate, which being formerly inhabited by the Plurons, was entirely depopulated bjr 
the Iroquefe. 

From thence 1 pafs direftly to my fort, without amufing you with the different 
landfcapes 1 met with in the fpacc of thirty leagues. That fort I have fpoke fo often 
of already, that without ftopping there, 1 fliall run diredly to the Bay of Sakinac, 
reckoning it needlefs at the fame time to take any notice of the many flielvos and 
rocks that lie hid under the water for two leagues off the coafl.. This bay Is fixteen 
or feventeen leagues long, and fix broad at its mouth ; in the middle of which we meet 
with two little iflands, that are very ferviceable to the paffengers ; for if it were not for 
the cqnveniency of putting in there, they would be obliged for the moft part, rather to 
march quite round the bay, than to run the hazard of croffm^ directly over in a' canoe. 
The river of Sakinac falls into the bottom of the bay. I’his river runs fixty leagues 
in length, with a gentle current, having only three little cataracts that one may ihoot 
without danger. It is as broad as the Seine is at Seve bridge. Once in two years the 
Outaouas and the Hurons are wont to hunt ^cat quantities of beavers upon the con- 
fines of the river of Sakinac. Between the river I now fpeak ofj and Mifiilimakinac, 
we meet with no place that is worth our regard. As for Mifiilimakinac itfelf, I have 
already imparted to you ail that I can fay of that poll, which is of fo great importance 
to our commerce, and at the fame time fent you a draught of it. 1 (hall therefore 
purfue my courfe to the Lake Errie, remembering that 1 deferibed the iliinefe lake in 
my fixteenth letter. 

The lake Errie is jullly dignified with the illufirious name of Conti ; for affuredly it 
is the fined lake upon earth. You may judge of the goodnefs of the climate, from the 
J^titudes of the countries that furround it. Its circumference extends- to two hundred 
and thirty leagues} but it affords every where fuch a charmin^rofpeff , that its banks are 
decked with cak-trees, elms, chefnut-trees, walnut-trees, apple-trees, plum-trees, and 
vines which bear their fine cluders up to the very top of the trees, upon a fort of 
ground that lies as fmooth as one's hand. Such ornaments as thefe are fufficient to 
give rife to the mod agreeable idea of a landfcape in the world. I cannot exprefs what 
vad quantities of deer and turkics are to be found in thefe woods, and in the vad meads 
that ue upon the fouth fide of the lake. At the bottom of the lake, we find wild 
beeves n]^h the banks of two pleafant rivers that difembogue into it, without catarafis 
or rapid currente. It abounds with durgeon and white filh ; but trouts are very fcarce 
in it, as well as the other fiih that we take in the lakes of Hurons and Iliinefe. It is 
clear of Ihelves, rocks, and banks of fand ; and has fourteen or fifteen fathom water. 
The favagesaffure us, that it is never didurbed with high winds, but in the months of 
December, January, and February, and even then bijift feldom, Which indeed I 
very ap^ to believe, for we had but veir few dorms when I wintered in my fort in 1688; 
thqpgn the fort lay open to the Lake or Hurons. The banks of this lake are comibonly ■ 
by none butyrarriors, whether the Iroquefe, the Iliinefe, the Otmuuttki,'&e. 
and It IS itry dangerous to flop there. By tfais iiieahs it comto to pafs, that the 
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1 :|e)e 4 >uc^|r ju^tivkies in great |)pdtc^ w and donin tbe^lhore» all round the lajbe. 
fo, former dmesitie Emeronons and the Anqaftogueronoa^ lived' upon the conlil^ ,of 
the laitCf but th^ were extirpated by the Iroquefe, as well as the other nations marje^v 
ii^einap. 

Upon the north fide of the lake we defery a point of land that fhoots fifteen leagues 
into the main $ and about thirty leagues beyonU that to the eafiward, we meet with a 
fnuiU river that takes its rife near the Bay of Ganaraike, in the Lake of Frontenac ;" 
and would afford a (hort paffage from the one lake to the other> if it were not encum* 
bjtred with cataradls. From thence to the ftrdght or mouth of the lake, you have 
thirty leagues ; the ffreight being a league over, and fourteen leagues long. Upon 
this ffrejght you fee Fort Suppoi'e marked in the map, which is one of the forts that I 
mentioned in my 23 d letter. From that imaginary fort to the river of Condc, we have 
twenty leagues. 

The river of Condc runs fixty leagues in length without catarads, if we may credit 
the favages; who affured me, that one may go from its fource to another river that falls 
into the lea, without any other land-carriage than one of a league in length, betweoi 
the river and the other. 1 faw only the mouth of the firft river, where our Outaouas 
tried their limbs, as 1 told you in my fifteenth letter. The iflands that you fee marked 
in^the map at the bottom of the Lake Errie, are rcpleniflied with roc>bucks and with 
fruit trees which nature lias gcncroufly provided, in order to entertain the turki^, 
pheafanis, and deer with their fruit. In fine, if there were a clear and free paffage for 
veffcls from Quebec to this lake, it might be made the fined:, the richeff, and the molt 
fertile kingdom in the world ; for over and above all the beauties I have mentioned, 
there are excellent filver mines about twenty leagues up the country, upon a certain 
hill, from whence the favages brought us great lumps, that have yielded that precious 
metal with little wado. , 

From the Lake Errie, I ftecr 'my courfe to that of Frontenac, which I could not 
forbear to fpeak of in my I'eventh and feventeenth letters. This lake (as I intimated 
above) is two hundred and eighty leagues in circumference, its figure is oval, and its 
depth runs between twenty and twenty five fathom. On the fouth fide it receives feveral 
little rivers, particularly thofe of the Tfonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the 
Famine ; on the north fide it is joined by the rivers of Ganarafke and of Teonontate. 
Its Tides are decked with tail trees, and the ground is indifferent even and level, for it 
'hasmo deep coads. On the north fide we meet with feveral little gulfs. You may go 
from this lake to that of Hurons, by goi^g up the river Tanaouate, from whence you 
haye a land-carriage of fix or eight leagues to the river of Toronto, which falls into it. 
Yjflu may likewife have a paffage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Errie, through 
the Bay of Ganarafke, by making a land-carriage from thence to a little river that is full 
of catarafls. The villages of the Onnontagues, Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, and 
Onnoyoutes, arc not far dillant from the Lake of Frontenac. Thefe Iroquefe nations 
are very advantageoudy feated. They have a pleafant and fertile country; but they 
want roe-bucks and turkies, as well as fifh, of which their rivers are altogether dellitute, 
mfpmuch that they are forced to fifh in the lake, wd to broil or dry their fifh with, a 
fire, in order to keep them and -tranTport them to their villages. They are m dike 
manner forced to range out of their own territories, in queft of beaver in the winter time, 
eitrair. towards Ganarafke, or to die Tides of the Lake of Toronto, or elfe towards the 
grfSLt river of the Outaouas ; where it would be an eafy matter to put all their throats, 
^^ pprfuing the courfe 1 laid dpwn in my letters. 1 have alrea% touched upon the 
Fc^f^Fromenac and Niagara V as well as upon fhe river of St. lawrence, which here 
. ,3 ' takes 
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t9k(;s leftve of Ae :^«s,aiid purfueo a more coiii{>a^co'arfe to Moftroal.'atid 
where its waters inmgling with tbofe of the fea become fo brackifli that they are hot 
drinkable.^ * , 

It femains only to give you a defcription of Acadia, and the ifland of Newfoondlaild, 
which are two countries that differ widely from one another. .The coaft of Acadih 
extends from KenCbeki, one of the fronuersof New-England, to I’lfle Percde, near 
^the mouth of the river of St. Laurence. , This fea-coaft runs almoft three hundred 
leagues in length, and has upon it two great navigable bays, namely, the bay called 
Francoife, and the bay des Chaleurs. It has a great many little rivers, the mouths of 
which are deep, and clean enough for the greateff ihips. Thefe rivers would afford a 
plentiful falmon«fiihery, if there was any body to undertake it ; and moil; of ^hem as 
well as the gulphs that lie before them, furnifh fuch cods as we take at the ifle Percee. 
For in the fummer time, that fort of hih make fnto the ^bafl; in ihoals, efpecially about 
the iflands of Cape Breton and of St. John. It is true, the latter has no harbours, and 
the former has none that receive any veffel above the burden of a bark ; but if thefe 
two iflands were |>eopled, the inhabitants might fit out Hoops to manage the fifhery ; 
.and towards the latter end of Auguff, when the fifh are cured and ready, the fhips 
might come to an anchor near the land, and fo take them in. I'wo gentlemen of tlie 
.name of Amotu* of Quebec, have a fettlement for beaver-hunting upon the river of 
St. John ; which is a very pleafant river, and adorned with'fields that are very fertile 
in grain. It is navigable for twelve leagues up, from its mouth. Between the point 
.of Acadia, and the ifland of Cape Breton, there is a channel or flreight about two 
leagues in breadth, which' is deep enough to carry the greateft fhips in France. It is 
.called the Pafs des Canceaux, and would be much more frequented than it is, if the 
mierchantmen bound to Canada, would fet out from France about the 15th of March ; 
for then they might pafs that way, being affured of a clear paffage at all feafous 
of the year, whereas the channel of Cape de Raye*, is oftentimes covered with ice 
.in April : by this contrivance, the fhips would arrive at Quebec in the beginning 

.of Mayi 

Moft of the countries of Acadia abound with corn, peafe, fruit and pulfe ; and have 
.a plain diftindion of the four feafons of the year, notwithftanding that it is extremely 
cold for three months in winter. Several places of Acadia afford mails as flrong as 
^ thofe we have from Norway ; and if there were occafion, all forts of fhips might be 
built there : for if you will believe the carpenters, the oak of tbat country is better than 
ours in Europe. In a word, it is a very fine -country ; the climate is indifferently tem- 
perate, the air is pure and wholefome, the waters clear and light, and there is good 
accommodation for hunting, Ihooting and fifhing. The animals that we meet with 
there moft commonly are beavers, otters, and fea-ealves, all of them being very 
numerous. Thofe who love meat are indebted to the doflors, who perfuaded the popes 
to metamorphofe thefe terreftial animals into fifh ; for they are allowed to eat of them 
without fcruple in the time of Lent. To be plain, the knowledge I have of that country 
makes me forefee that the Englifh will be mailers of it fome time or other. I coula 
, give very plaufihle reafons for the prophecy. They have already begun to ruin the 
coiqmerce that the French bad with the lavages, and in a fhort time, they will compafs 
its intire deftrudion. The French they will prize their goods .too high, though they 
are not fo good as thofe of the Englifh ; and yet tife ^|;lifh fell their commodes 
cheaper. It wwe a pity that we mould tamely leave' to the Englifli a country, the 
congueft of which tfiey nave attempted fb often, ,in confideration of our firttam and 
cod-nffung. It is impollible to hinder them to pQffb& themfelves of the fettlcments 

upon 
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upon the coaft of Acedia, by realign that they lie at fuch a diftance from one another ; 
fo that they will certainly fucce^ in fuch enterprizes, as indeed they have done 
already. The French governors, they act with the fame view as many of thofe who 
are ’employed, in pofts beyond fca. They look upon their place as a gold-mine given 
them, in order to enrich themfdves ; fo that the publick good muft always march 
behind private intcreft. M. de Meneval fufFcred the iLnglilh to poflefs themfelves of 
Port Royal, becaufe that place was covered with nothing but fingle pallifadoes. 
But why was it not better lortified ? I can tell you the rcaibn ; he thought he had 
time enough to fill his pockets before the lOnglii'h would attack it. '^I'his governor 
fucceeded to M. Perrot, who was broke with difgracc, for having made it his chief 
bufmefs |;o enrich hiiiifelf ; and after returning to France, went back again with feveral 
iliips laden with goods, in order to fet up for a private merchant in that country. 
While M. Perrot was governor, he fullered the F.nglifli to polTofs themfelves of 
feveral advantageous polls, without offering to ftir. llis chief bufmofs was to go in 
barks from river to river, in order to traffic with the favages : and after he was dif- 
graced, he was not contontet! with a commerce upon the coafls of Acadia, but w'ouUl 
needs extend it to the lhi.>Iifh plantations ; but it coll him dear, for fome pirates 
fell in with him, and after feizing his barks, ducked himfelf, upon which he died 
immediately. 

The three principal fat^age nations that live upon the coafls of Acadia are the 
Abenakis, the Mikemak, and the (kuiibas. 'I'here are fome other erratic nations, 
who go and come from Acadia to New England, and go by the names of Mahingans, 
.Soccokis, and Openango. The firll three (having fixed habitations) are entirely hi 
the intoreftsof the French ; and 1 mult fay, that in time of war they gall the Englifh 
colonies with their incurfious fo much that we ought to take care to perpetuate a 
good underflanding between them ;ind us. The baron of Saint Cafteins, a gentleman 
of Oleron in Bearn, having lived among the Abenakis after the lavage way, for above 
twenty years, is fo much refpccled bv the favages, that they look upon him as their 
tutelar god. He was fortnerly an officer of the Carignan regiment in Canadar*; and 
upon the breaking of that regiment, threw himfelf among the favages, whofo language 
he had learned. He married among them after their falhion, and preferred the foreils 
of Ac.ndia to the Pyrenaean mountains that encompafs the place of his nativity : for 
the firll years of his abode with the favages he behaved himfelf fo as to draw an 
inexprcffible efteera for them. They made him their great chief or leader, who is in 
a manner the fovereign of the nation ; and by degrees he has worked himfelf into fuch 
a fortune, w hich any man but he would have made ufe of, as to draw out of that coiiutry 
above two or three hundred thoufand crowns, which he has now in his pocket, in good 
dry gold. But all the ufe he makes of it is, to buy up goods for prefents to his fellow 
favages, who upon their return from hunting, prefent him with beavcr-lkins to a 
treble value. 'I'he governors-general of C»uiada keep in with him, and the governors 
of New F.ngland are afraid of him. He has feveral daughters, who are all of them 
married very handl'oinely to Frenchmen, and had good dowries. He has never changed 
his wife ; by which means he meant to give the favages to underftand, that God 
does not love inconilant folks. It is faid, that he endeavoured to convert thefe poor 
people, but his endeavours proved fuccefsiefs j fo that it is in vain for the Jefuits to 
preach up the truths of ChrilUanity to them ; though after all, thefe good fathers are 
not difeouraged j nay, they think that the adminiftering of baptifm to a dying child 
is Worth ten times the pains and uneafinels of living among that people. 
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Port Ro3rsI» the capital or the only city of AcacHla, is in effed no more than a little 
paltiy to\)m, that is fomewhat enlarged fince the war broke out in 1689, by the 
acceflion of the inhabitants that lived near Bofton, the metropolitan of New England. 
A great many of thefe people retired to Port Royal upon the apprehenfion that the 
Englifli would pillage them, and carry them into their country. M. de Meneval 
furrendcred this place to the Englilh, as I faid before ; he could not maintain fuch a 
poft with the handful of men that he had, becaufe the pallifadocs were low, and out 
of order. He made a capitulation with the commander of the party that made the 
attack ; but the Englilh ofHccr broke his word to him, and ufcd him both ignominoufly 
and harlhly. Port Royal is fcated in the latitude of 44 degrees and 40 minutes, upon 
the edge of a very fine bafin, which is a league broad, and two leagues long,, having at 
the entry about fixtecn or eighteen fathoms water on one fide, and fix or feven on the 
other ; for you mult know that the ifland called I’lfle aux Chevres, which ftands in 
the middle, divides the channel into two. There is excellent anchorage all over the 
bafin 'f and at the bottom of it there is a cape or point of land lhat parts two rivers, at 
which the tide rifes ten or twelve feet. Thefe rivers are benmded by pleafant meads, 
which in fpring and autumn arc covered with all Ibrts of frelh w'atcr-fowl. In fine. 
Port Royal is only a handful of houfes two ftory high, and has but few inhabitants of 
any note. It fubfifts upon the traffick of the fkins which the favages bring thither to 
truck for European goods. In former times the farmer’s' company had magazines in 
this place, which were under the care of the governors. I could cafily mention fome 
of them, if I were not apprehenfive that thefe memoirs may be fecn by others befides 
yourfelf. 

The ifland of Newfoundland is three hundred leagues in circumference. It lies at 
the diflance of fix hundred and fifty leagues from France, and forty or fifty leagues from 
the bank of the fame name. The fouth fide of the ifland belongs to the French, wlio 
have fcveral fettlements there for the filhing of cod.' 'Fhe call fide is inhabited by the 
Englilh, who are pofl'efl'ed of feveral confiderable ports, fituated in certain ports, bays, 
and havens, which they have taken care to fortify. The welt of the ifland is warte, and 
it was never yet poflefled. The ifland is of a triangular figure, and is full of mountains 
and impradicabic forefts. It has foinc great mcatlows, or rather heaths, which are 
covered with a fort of mofs inrtead of grafs. The foil of this country is good for nothing, 
as being a mixture of gravel, fand and rtones ; fo that the filhery w'as the only motive 
that induced the French and the Englilh to fettle there. It affords great llorc of game, 
water«fowl, partridges and hares ; but as for the rtags, it is aimnrt irnpoflible to comeat 
them, by rcafon that the mountains arc fo high, and the woods fo thick. In this ifland, 
as well as in that of Cape Breton, we find porphyry of feveral colours ; and care has 
been taken to fend to France fome pieces of it for a pattern, which were found to be very 
pretty, only they were hard to cut. I have feen fome of them that were reil ftreakeJ 
with green, and feemed to be extremely fine ; but the nnfehief is, it fpliis fo when 
it is taken out of the quarries, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by way of 
incrurtation. 

This ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife black marble, or a fort of brefche with 
grey veins, which is hard and not eafily polilhed. This ftone is apt to fplit, for it is not 
equally hard, and it has knots in it. There are no fettled favages in the ifland of New- 
foundland. It is true, the Efkimaux do fometimes crols over to it at the ftreight of 
Belle' Ifte in great Hoops, with intent to furprife the crew of the filhermen upon the 
coart called Petit Nord. Our fettlements are at Placentia, at the ifland pf St. Peter, and 
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in the bay of trepaflez. From Cape Rafe to Chapeau Rouge the coaft is very 
clean, but from Chapeau Rouge to Cape Raye the racks render it dangerous. 
There are two confiderable inconveniences, that attend the landing upon this 
ifland. In the firft place, the fogs are here fo thick in the fummer, for twenty 
leagues off into the main, that the ablefl: and moft expert failor dare not ftand into the 
land while ti'.cy lafl; fo that all (hips arc obliged to lie by for a clear day, in order to 
make the land. The fccond inconveniency, which is yet greater, proceeds from 
the currents which run to and again, without any perceivable variation, by which means 
the fliips are fonictimes drove in upon the coall;, when they reckon upon ten leagues 
oiling. , But, which is worfl of all, the infenfible motion of the rolling waves throws 
them infenfibly upon (he rocks, which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon, it was by this means that the King’s Ihip, the Pretty, was lofl: in 1 692, 
as well as a great many others upon feveral occaiiuns. 

Of all our fettlcment.s in North America Placentia is the port of the greateft import- 
ance and fervice to the King, in regard that it is a place of refuge to the fhips that are 
obliged to put into a harbour, when they go or come from Canada, and even to thofe 
which come from South America, when tliey want to take in frcfli water or provifions, 
and have fprung their mads, or been damaged in a ftorm. This place is (ituated in the 
laiiude of 47 degrees and foni(Mninutes,almofl; at the bottom of the bay that goes by the 
fame name. I'he bay is tenor twelve leagues broad, and twenty odd leagues long. The 
fort (lands upon the fide of a neck or narrow (Ireight, which is fixty paces over and fix 
fathoms water deep. The (hips that enter into the port are obliged to graze . (fo to 
fpcak) upon the angle of the badions. The port or harbour is a league long, and a 
quarter of a league over : before the port there is a large, fine road, w'hich, is a league 
and a half wide : but lies fo bleak to the north-weft and weft-north-weft wnnds, the 
ftrongeft and moft boifterous windS that are, that neither cables nor anchors, nor large 
flout fliips can withftand their furious fliocks ; though indeed thefe violent florms 
fcldom happen but in the latter end of autumn. The fame year that the Pretty was loft, 
the King loft another of 69 guns, called the Good, in this road j and if the four or five 
other fliips that belong to the fame (quadron, had not taken the precaution of (leer- 
ing into the port, they had certainly underwent the fame fate. This road then which is 
only expofed to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, has fome hidden rocks on 
the north fide, befides thofe at Point Ycrte, where fcveral of the inhabitants are wont 
to fi(h. All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the plan that 1 fent you along with 
my a^d letter. 

Commonly there comes thirty or forty fliips from France to Placenda every year, 
and fonietimes fixty. Some come with intent to fifli, and others have no other defign 
than to truck with tlie inhabitants, who live in the fummer-tiraeon the other fide of the 
fort. The ground upon which their houfes ftand, Is called La grand Grave, for in 
elFefl: they have nothing but gravel to fpread their cod-fi(h upon, in order to have them 
dried by the Am after they are failed. The inhabitants and the French fi(hermen fend 
their floops every day two leagues o(f the port to purl'ue the fifliery ; and fometimes 
the floops return fo over-loaded, that they are in a manner buried in the water. You 
cannot imagine how deep they fink, and it is impolfible you (hould believe it unlefs you 
faw it. The filhery commences in the begiiuiing of June, and is at an end about the 
middle of Auguft. In the harbour they catch a little fort of a filh, which they put upon 
their hooks as a bait for the cod. 

I^acentia is in great want of gravel, which occafions the thinnefs of the inhabitants. 
If the governors preferred the King’s fervice to avarice they might make it a con- 

y y a fidcrable 
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iiderable pofl:, and a^reat many would make gravel'walks at their own charge ; but ai? 
’ long as the governors prey upon the fortunes of private men under the fair pretence of 
the King’s fervice, which is always in their mouths, I cannot fee that this fettlement 
vi'ill ever be enlarged or improved. Does not the governor difgrace his Prince, and 
fink the charafter of his poll, in turning fiflierman, merchant, vintner, and afting in the 
way of a thoufand meaner and more mechanical trades ? Is not this apiece of tyranny ? 
To force the inhabitants to buy what goods they want out of fucli and fucli a Ihip, and 
to fell their cod to fuch other fliips as the governor is intcrefted in, and that as a princi* 
pal owner ; to appropriate to himfelf the rigging and tackle of the fliips that are call 
away upon the coail, to ftop the crew of merchantmen for his own fifhery, to fell 
habitations or fettlements, to lUfie the bidding up for efledls fold by way of audion that 
he may ingrofs them by his foie authority, to change the iirovifions laid up in magazines 
for his Majefty’s troops, to curry off the good bil'cuit and put bad in the room of it, 
to make fo much beef and bacon for the fublidcncc of the garrifon, to force the inha- 
bitants to fend their fervants and carpenters to fomc work in which his Majefty’s 
fervice is lefs concerned than his own pocket ; thefe, I fay, are things that I take to be 
plain infractions of the orders ilTued forth by Lewis the XIV. ; thefe are abufes that 
mufl.be redreffed, if we would have the King to be w'ellferved : and yet there is nothing 
done in if. For my part, I am unacquainted with the re^fon of the delay ; thole that 
liave a mind fo know had beft alk the deputies of Monfieur dc P ***. 1 am liilly per- 

fuaded, that all thefe piracies do not come to the King’s ears, for he is too juft to fuft’er 
them. 

To conclude, Placentia bearsneither corn, nor rye, nor peafe, for the foil is good for 
nothing j not to mention, that if it were as good and as fertile as any in Canada, yet 
nobody would give themfclves the trouble to cultivate it ; for one man earns niori; in 
cod-filbing in one fuinmcr than ten would do in thtf w'ay of agriculture. In the great 
bay of Placentia there are fome little harbours, (befidcs that of the fort) which the 
Bilcay fi'hermcn refort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St. Laurence, 
Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &c. 

Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada. 

Thofc in Acadia. 


The Abenakis. 
The Micmac. 

The Canibas. 
The Muhingans. 
The Openangos. 
The Soccokis. 
I'he Etechemins. 


I Thefe are all of them good warriors : they are more aftive and 
^ lefs cruel than the Iroquefc. Their language difters a little 
I from that of the Algoiikins. 


The Nations that lie upon the River of St. Laurence, from the Sea to MoitreaU 

Is. ^ 

ers. > Thefe fpcak the Algonkin language. 


The Fapinachois. 

The Mountaneers 
The Gafpefians. 

The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroquefe tongue. 

The Abenakis of Scilleri. ? rp. . . 1 • • 

The Algoakias. j Algonkm begaage. 


The 
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The Aenies oF the &U called Saut St. Louis : they fpeak the Iiroqoefe laneoaffe, and 
are good warriors. , 

The Iroquefe of the mountiun of Monreal ; they fpeak the Iroquefe labguage» 
are a brave people. 


Thofe upon the Lake of Hurons, 

The Hurons, the Iroquefe language. 

The Outaouas. 

N^oclccs 

The Miflifag'ues. Algonkin language. 

The Attikainek. 

The Outekipoues, alias Sauteurs ; good warriors. 


Upon the lllincfe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 


Some IlHnefe at Chegakou. 

'lire Oumamis; good warriors. 
The Mafkoutens. , 

The Kikapous ; good warriors. 
The Outagamis; good warriors. 
The Malomimis. 

The Ponteouatamis. 

The Ojatinons ; good warriors. 
The Sakis. 


I They fpeak the Algonkin language, and are a 
j fprightly aftive fort of people. 


In the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac. 

The Tfonontouans. j 

The Goyoguans. > Thefe fpeak a different language from the Algonkin. 
The Onnotagues. ) 

The Onuoyoutes and Agnies, at a fmall diftance. 


Near the River of the Outaous. 

The Tabitibi. 

The Monzoni. 

The Machakandibi. (They fpeak the Algonkin language, and all of them 

'I'he Nopemen d’Achlrim*. [ are very cowardly. 

The Nepifirini. 

The Temilkainink. 


To the North of Mijffipi^ and upon the Confines <f the Upper LakCy and Hudfon*s Bay, 

The Nadoueilis. "j 

The Affimpouals. | 

The Sonkafkitons. ^ Thefe fpeak Algonkin. 

The Ouadbatons. | 

The Atintons. j 


The 
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The Cliftinos; brare warriors y 
and aftive briik men. > llicfe fpeak Algonkin. 

The Ekimaux. j 


A lAJi of ihe Animals of the Sottih Countries of Canada. 


beeves. 

Little flags or harts. 

Roebucks of three diflerent fpecies. 
Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Lynxs, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Michibichi, a fort of baflard tyger. 

wSfels, I fuch as wc have in Europe. 

Aih- coloured fqiurrels. 

Hares, ^ 

Rabbits, > fuch as we have in Europe. 
Badgers, j 

White beavers, very fcarce. 


Reddifh bears. 

Mufk rats. 

Reddifh foxes, as in Europe. 

Crocodiles in the Millinpi. 

Ofia, an animal like a hare, upon the MifGlipi. 


A Lift of the Animals of the North Countriis of Canada, 

Oriels or elks. 

Caribous or wild AlTcs. 

Black foxes. 

Silver-coloured foxes. 

fort of wild'cats, called cnhins du diable, or the devil’s children. 

Xarcrious, an animal not unlike a badger. 

Porcupines. 

Fontereaux, an amphibious fort of little pole-cats. 

Martins. 

Pole-cats, fuch as we have in Europe. 

Black bears. 

White bears. 

Siffleurs, an animal that makes a whizzing noife. 

Flying fquirrels. 

White hares. 

Beavers. 

Otters. 

Muik-rats. 

Suifle fquirrels, or a fort of fquirrels whofe hair refembles a SuiiTe’s doublet. 
Great harts. 

Sea^olves or calves. 


A Deferiptioa 
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A Defcription of fuch Animals or Beajis as arc not mentioned in the Letters* 

THE Michibichi is a fort of tiger, only it is lefs than the common tiger, and 
not fo much fpecklcd. As foon as it deferies a man, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firft tree it meets with. It attacks all brute animals whatfoever, and conquers 
them with cafe ; and, which Ls very lingular and peculiar to it above all other ani- 
mals, it runs in to the alllllance of the favages, when they purfue bears and wild 
beeves ; upon fuch occafions it makes as if it were afraid of nobody, and Tallies out 
with fury upon the hunted animal. The favages call thefe animals fort of manitous, 
that is,, fpirits that love men ; and it is upon that fcore they efteem and refped them 
to fuch a degree that they would choofc rather to die than to kill one of them. 

The white beavers are much valued upon the account of their being uncommon, 
though, at the fame time, their hair is neither fo large nor fo fine as that of the com- 
mon beavers. As there are but few of thefe white beavers, fo thofe which are quite 
black are very fcarce. 

The reddilh bears are mifehievous creatures, for they fall fiercely upon the huntfhien, 
whereas the black ones fly from them. The former fort are lefs, and more nimble 
than the latter. 

The crocodiles of Mill^fipi are exactly the fame with thofe of the Nile and other 
places. I have fecn that crocodile that is at Engolifina in Aquitaine, and find that it 
has the fame figure with thcle, only it is fomewhat lefs. The moll ufual method that 
the favages have for taking them alive is to throw great wreaths or cords made of the 
bark of trees with a running-knot upon their neck, the middle of their body, their 
paws, &c. After they are thus ft?ized, they Ihut them up between ten or twelve flakes, 
and there tie them after their belly is turned upwards. While they lie in this poflure 
they flay tliem without touching their head or their tail, and give them a coat of fir- 
bark, to w'hich they fet fire, having cut the ropes that kept them fall. Upon fuch 
occafions thefe animals make a fearful howling and crying. To conclude, the favages 
arc frequently fwallowed up by thefe creatures, whether in fwimming over a river, or 
in fleepirig upon its banks. Arioflo in the 6Sth diapafon of his 1 5th fong, gives this 
defcription of a crocodile : 

Vive fiib Ii'to c dentro a la Riviera, 

I'^i Corpi Umaiii fon le fuc vivandc, 

De le perfope mifere c ii'caute, 

Di viaiidauti e d’infelice naute. 


That is, it lives both in the river and upon its banks ; it fquafhcs people with its 
murdering tooth ; it feeds upon the bodies of poor travellers, of unfortunate paflfengers 
and i'ailors. 

The oll'a are little animals like hares, and ref?mble them in every thing excepting 
the ears and hind-lect. They run, and cannot climb. Their females have a bag under 
their belly, whore their young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave themfelves 
along with the mother, who immediately betakes herfclf to flight. 


* The animala of the fouth countries. 
8 


The 
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The fiIver*coloured foxes* are of the fame fliape with ihofe of Europe, 
the black ones. The black ones are very fcarce, and whoever catches one, is fure to 
fell it for its weight in gold. I’his fpecies is met with only in the coldeft countries. 

llie white bears are a monftrous animal, and extraordinary long ; their head has a 
formidable alpcfl, and their hair is very large and thick ; they are lb fierce, that they 
will come and attack a floop in the fca, with feven or eight men in it. It is fiiid, that 
they will fwim fix or feven leagues witliout taping tired. 'I’hcy live upon filh and Ihell 
tipQn the fca-fliore, from whence they feldom ftraggle far. I never faw but one of 
them in my life-time, which had certainly tom me to pieces if I had not fpied it at a 
diftance, and fo had time to run back for (helter.to Fort Lewis at Placentia. 

The flying-fquirrels are as big as a large rat, and of a greyilh white colour., I’hey 
are as drowJy as ihofe of the other fpecies are watchful. They are called fiying-fuuir- 
rels, in regard that they fiy from one tree to another, by the means of a certain Ikin 
which Ilrctches itfelf out in the form of a wing when they make thefe little flights. 

ITie white hares are only fuch in winter, for as foou as the fpring conies on, they 
begin to turn greyilh, and by degrees recover the fame colour as our hares have in 
France, which they hold till the end of autumn. 

The Suilfe fquirrels are little animals, refcmbling little rats. The epithet of SuilTe 
is bellowed upon them, in regard that the hair which covers their body is itroaked 
with black and white, and refembles a Suifle’s doublet ; and* that thefe Itroaks make a 
ring on each thigh, which bears a great deal of rcfcmblancc to a Suific’s cap. 

The large flags are neither larger nor thicker than thofe we have in Luropc ; but 
they are called large in proportion to two other fpecies cf harts that frequent the fouth- 
em countries. The lelfer fort affords the moll delicious meat. 

The fea-wolves,. which fomc call fea-calves, are as big as mallilFs. They arc al moll: 
always in the water, or at kail they never go far from the fca-fide. Thefe animals 
do not W'alk fo much as they crawl, for when they raife thcinfelves out of the water, 
they only creep upon the fand or clay. Their head has the form of an otter’s head, 
and their feet, which have no legs, relemble thofe of a goofe. 'I’lio female kind bring 
forth their young ones upon the rocks, or upon fome little iflands, juft by the fea. 
The fea-wolves live upon filh, and refort to cold countries. There is a prodigious 
number of them about the mouth of the river of St. Lawrence. 

As for the remaining animals of Canada, I gave you an account of them in my let- 
ters. I will not offer to Ihcw you what methods the favages take to catch or kill all 
thefe animals, for fuch an undertaking would be endlefs. This I can allure you of in 
die general, that they rarely go a hunting to no purp(»fc, and that they make no ufe 
of their dogs but in the hunting of elks, and fometimes in hunting of beavers, 
as you fliall fee under the head of the diverfions of hunting and Ihootiiig among the 
favages. 

Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South Countries of Canada, 

Vultures. 

Huards, a liver-fowl as big as a goofe. 

Swans, 

Black geefe. 

Black ducks. 




fuch as we have in Europe. 


* Tbeaoimali or beailt of the north countrlei. 
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I fuch asf we have in Europe. 

Rayles, 

Turkeys.^ 

Red partridges. 

Pbeafants. 

Large eagles. 

Cranes, ]) * 

Blackbirds, > fuch as we have in Europe. 

Thruflics, ) 

Wood^pigeons. 

Parrots. 

SwaHows \ 

Scvirral forts of birds of prey that are not known In Europe. 

Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as feveral other little birds of different 
colours, particularly that called oifeau mouche, a very little bird rcfembling a fly ; and 
gr('at quantities ol pelicans. 


The Birds of the North Countries of Canada, 

Buftards, \ r l . • r- 

Wlrntgreefc, J f"* E'lropt- 

Ducks, often or twelve forts. 

Teals. 

Sea-mews. 

Grclans. 

Sterlets. 

Sea -parrots. 

Moyatks. 

Cormorants, "jj 
Jlcath-cocks, 

Snipes, 

Plungeons, 

Plovers, 

Lapwings, J»fuch as we have in Europe. 

Horns, 

Courbeious, 

The water- 
fowl called 
Chevalier, J 

Bateurs de Faux, a fowl as big as a quail, 

■White partridges. 

Large black partridges, 

Reddilh partridges. 

Wood hens. 

Turtle doves. 

White .ortolans, a bird no bigger than a lark, 
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ais we have in Europe. 

Vultures. 

Spar-hawks, 

Merlins, 

Svi'allows, 

BeesdeSek 

A Tabic of the Infeils ihai arc found in Canada* 

Adders. 

Afps. 

Rattlc-fnakeg. 

Lowing frogs. 

Gnats, or nudges. 

Gad-bees. 

Brulots, or burning hand-worms. 

A Defeription of fuch Birds as are not accounted foit in my Lett, 

THE huards * are a frcffi-watcr fowl as big as a goofe, and as dull and heavy 
as an afs. They have black and white feathers, a pointed beak, and a very^ihort 
neck. They only duck or dive in the fummer, for they cannot ufe their wings ; and 
in that feafon the favages take the diverfion of furrounding them with feven or eight 
canoes, difperfed here and there, and fo obliging them to dive down, when they offer 
to come up to take breath. The favages have enteitained me feveral times with this 
agreeable amufement, during the courle of the voyages I made with them. 

The red partridges »are wild and little, and mucli dilferent from the red partridge 
we have in Europe, as well as the pheafant, whofe feathers being of a white colour 
with black fpecks, make a very agreeable diverfity. 

The larged: eagles we find in this country are no bigger than fwans. Their head 
and their tail is white, and they have frequent engagements with a fort of vultures, 
that commonly have the better of it. In our voyages we had frequent occafions of 
fedng thefe engagements, which laft as long as the eagle can keep up the force of its 
wings. 

The parrots are met with in the Ilinefe countiy, and upon the river of Mifllfipi. 
They are very fmall, and are the fame with thafe that we bring from Brazil and 
Cayenne. 

That fort of nightingale that I faw is of a peculiar form ; for it is of a leffer fize than 
the European, and of a bluilh colour, and its notes are more diveefified ; befidcs, that 
it lodges in the holes of trees, and four or five of them do commonly keep together 
upon the thickell trees, and with joint notes warble over their fongs. 

The flylike bird is no bigger than one’s thumb, and the colour of its feathers ife fo 
changeable, that it is hard to fiifleii any one colour upon it. They appear fometimes 
red, Tometimes of a gold colour,' at other times they are blue and red ; and properly 
fpeaking, it is only the brightnefs of the fun that makes us infenfible of the change of 
its gold and red colours. Its beak is as iharp as a needle. It flies from flower to 

■ -i 

* The fowl or bird* of the Southern Coontriei. 
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^like ours in Europe. 
. a fort of a duck. 


flower. 
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flower, lll;e a bee, wd by its fluttering fucks the flowery Tap. Sometimes npmi 
it pitches upon the liale branches of plum-trees or cherry-trees. I have fait fot^- 
of them dead to France, it being impoflible to keep them alive } and they were looked 
upon as a great curiofity. 

There are ten or twelve forts of ducks • in this country, Thofe called branchus, 
are theYmalleft indeed, but they are much the prettieft. The feathers upon their 
neck look fo bright, by virtue of the variety and livelinefs of their colours, that a 
fur of that nature would be invaluable in Mufeovy or Turkey. They owe the nanie 
of branchus to their refting upon the branches of trees. There is another fpecies cf 
ducks in this country, that are as black as jackdaws, only their beak and the circle of 
their eyes are red. 

The fea-mews, grelans and fterlcts, are fowls that fly inceflantly over feas, lakes, 
and rivers, in order to catch little filh. Their flelh is good for nothing, befides that, 
they have no fubftance of body, though they feem to be as big as pigeons. 

The fca-parrots bear the name of parrots, upon the account that their beak is of the 
fame form with that of the land parrot. They never quit the fea or the fhore ; and 
are always flying upon the furface of the WTiter, in quefl of little fifli. Their colour is 
bi:ick, and their fixe is much the fame with that of a pullet. There are great num- 
bers of thotii upon the bank of Newfoundland, and near the coafl: of the ifland, 
which the fcamen catch with hooks covered with a cod’s roe, and hung over the prow 
of the fliip. 

The moyacks are a fort of fow'I, as big as a goofe, having a fhort neck, and a 
broad foot ; and which is very ftrange, their eggs are half as big again as a fwan’s, 
and yet they arc all yolk, and that fo thick, that they muft be diluted with water before 
they can be ufed in pancakes. , 

'1 ho white partridges are as big as our red partridges. Their feet arc covered with 
fuch a thick down that they rcleiiible thofe of a young rabbit. They are only feen in 
the winter time, and fomc years they are fcarcc feen at all i though on the other hand, 
in other years they are fo plentiful, that you may bpy a dozen for ninepence. This 
is the molt Itupid animal in the world ; it fits upon the fnow, and fuifers itfelf to be 
knocked on the head with a pole, without offering to ftir. I am of the opinion, that 
this unaccountable numbnefsis occaiioned by its long flight from Greenland to Canada^ 
I’his conjefture is not altogether groundlefs, for it isobferved, that they never come in 
flocks to Canada, but after the continuance of a north or north-eaft wind. 

The black partridges arc truly very pretty. They arc bigger than ours ; and their 
beak, together with the circle of the eyes and the feet, are red ; their plumage being 
of a fhining black colour. Thefe animals are very proud, and feem to have a fenfe of 
their beauty as they walk. They arc but very uncommon, as well as the reddilh 
partridges, which refcniblc quails in their bulk and brilknefs. 

Ihe white ortolans are only met within winter ; bull am of the opinion, that their 
feathers are naturally of a white colour, and^ that they retrieve their natuial colour iri 
the places they rt tire to, when they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent good ■ 
to eat when theyare fat, but that they feldom are. In the winter great quantities o£^ 
them arc catched about the bams, with nets ftretched out upon the ftraw. ' 

♦ The birds of the Northern Countries. 

DeferipiUn^ 


z z 2 



MEMOmS OF MO&TH AMERICA 


j 1 Dcfcription of the InfeBs of Canada. 

THE adders of Canada do no harm at all. Theafps indeed are very dangerous, 
v?hen!the people bathe in the ftagnatinjr water towards the fouth countries. The rattle- 
fnake or founding ferpent is fo called, in regard that at the extremity of its tail it has' a 
fort of a cafe, containing certain bones which make fuch a noife when the ferpent 
creeps along, that it is heard thirty paces off. Thefe ferpents betake themfelves to 
flight when they hear the found of men’s feet, and commonly fleep in the fun either 
in green fields, or open woods. They never fting but when they are trod upon. 

The lowing-frogs are fo called with refpeft to their croaking, which founds like the 
lowing of an ox. Thefe frogs are twice as large as thofe we have in Europe. The 
Canada gad-bees are a fort of flies about twice as big as bees, but of the fame form 
with a common fly. They fling only between noon and three o’clock in the after- 
noon i but then they do it fo violently that they fetch blood. However it is only upon 
certain rivers that they are met with. 

The brulots are a fort of hand-worms, which cleave fo hard to the (kin, that their 
pricking occafions the fame fenfe, as if it were a burning coal, or a fpark of fire. 
Thefe little animals are imperceivable, though at the, lame time they are pretty 
numerous. 


The Names of the Fijh in the River of St. Lawrence , from its Mouth to the Lakes rf 

Canada. 


Balenots, or little shales. 

A fiA almofl as big as a whale, called 
fouffleur. 

White porpoifes. 

Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe, 

Eels. 

Macrel, as in Europe. 

Herrings. ' 

Gafperots, afmall filhlike a herring. 
Bafes. 

Shad-filh. 

Cod-fiilh. 


Plaices , 

Smelts. 

Turbots. 

Pikes. 

The gold-coloured fifli. 

Roaches. 

lampreys. 

Merles, orfea-tench. 
Thornbacks. 

Cungars. 

Sea-cows, a kind of porpoifes- 


Tbe Shell Ftjh. 

Little lobfters. Cockles. 

Crab-lilh. Mufcles. 


The Fijb that are fitmd in the Lakes of Canada, and in the Rivers that fall into them^ 

Sturgeons. Eels. 

The armed fifli. Mullets. 

Trouts. Carp. 


White-filh 



357 


A fort of herrings. 
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Gull'filb. 

Gudgeons. 


The Fijb found in the River of Miffififu 


Hkes, fuch as we have in Europe. Tench. 

. Carps. Perches. 

Dabs, and feveral others that are not known in Europe. 


A.Defcription of the Fijh that are not mentioned in the Letters. 

• 

THE balenot * is a fort of a whale, only it is lefs and more flefliy, and does not yield 
oil in proportion to the northern whales. This hih goes fifty or fixty leagues up the 
river. 

The fouflleurs are much of the fame fize, only they are Ihorter and blacker. When 
they mean to take breath after diving, they fquirt out the water through a hole behind 
their head after the fame manner with the whales. Commonly, they doge the fhips in 
the river of St. Lawrence. 

The whitq^orpoifes are as big as oxen. They always go along with the current' ; 
and go up with the tide ?ill they come at frelh water, upon which they retire with the 
ebb water. They are a ghafily fort of animals, and are frequently taken before 
Quebec. 

The gafperots are a fmall filh, not unlike a herring. In the fummer time they make 
into the ihore in fuel'. Ihoals, that the cod-filhers take as many of them as ferves for bait 
for that filhery. Thefc filhermcn do likewife make ufe of herrings, when the feafon 
obliges them to put into the fitorc to fpawn. In a word, all the filh that are made ufe 
of ior a bait to make the codfilh bite at the hook, are called boetc in the fiflicrmen’s 
dialecl. 

The gold-coloured filh arc nice food. They are about fifteen inches long j their 
fcales are yellow, and they are valued very high. 

The fea-cows, which are a fort of porpoifes, arc bigger than the Normandy beeves, 
lliey have a fort of paws cut like a gooi'e’s foot, their head refemblcs that of an otter; 
and their teeth, which are two inches thick, and nine inches long, are reckoned the 
finefi ivory that is. It is faid that they range wide of the Ihore, towards fandy and 
marlhy places. 

The lobfters of this river feem to be exaflly the fame with thofe we have in Europe. 

The cockles are of a piece with thofe we have upon the coalt of France, excepting 
that they are larger, and have a more agreeable lalte, though their flefli feems to par* 
take more of crudity and kidigefiion. 

Themufclesof this river arc prodigious large, and talle very well ; but it is next to ■ 
an iinpollibility to cat them without breaking one’s teeth, byreafon of their being Huffed- 
with pearl ; 1 call it pearl, though the name of gravel or fand may be more proper, 
with refpcdl to its value, for 1 brought to Paris fifty or fixty of the largefl: and fineil, 
which were rated only at a penny a-piece ; notwithfianding that we had broke above 
two thoufand mufclcs to make up that number. 

The lake-Hurgeons arc commonly five or fix foot long ; but T once faw one of ten 
foot, and another of twelve in length. The favages catch them with nets in the 

* Thofe between the mouth of the river and the lakes. 

winter. 
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\(rinter, and grapples Mthe futmncr. It isfaid, they have a cerftun fort of flefli about thefe. 
heady that taftes like beef, mutton, and veal ; but I have eat of it fcveral times, and 
itl^ver could obferve any fuch thing ; which makes me look upon the allegation, as' 
chimerical. 

The filh-in-armour is about three foot and a half long. It is defended by fuch 
ftrong and hard fcales, that it is impoffible for any other fifh to hurt it. Its enemies 
are trouts and roaches, but it is admirably well provided for the repulfing of their 
attacks, by virtue of its pointed fnout, which is a foot long, and as hard as its ikin. 
It eats very well, and its llefh orfubftance is as firm as it is white. 

The lake dabs or landings are not above a foot long' but they are very thick all 
over. They are called barbues in French, which an allufion to a certain fort of'beards 
that hang down from the fide of their muaalc, and are as l>ig as ears of corn. Thofe 
which we find in the river of Miflifipi are of a monllrous fize. Both the one 
and the other are catched with a hook, as well as with a net ; and make very good 
victuals. 

The Miflifipi carps^ are likewife of an extraordinary fize, and admirably well tafted. 
They are of the fame form with ours. In the autumn they put in towards the lliore, 
and are eafily catched with a net. 

The largeft trouts we meet with in the lakes arc five fooF and a halFiong, and of 
one foot diameter. Their flellt is red, and they are catched with great hooks made 
faft to pieces of wire. 

The fifli ciatehed in the lakes are better than thofe we take at fea, or in the rivers, 
particularly the white fifli, which, for goodnefs and nice eating, are far beyond all the 
other fpecies. The favages that live upon the fides of thofe little frefh-water leas, 
prefer the broth' of fifh, to meat-broth, w'hen they are jndilpofed. This choice they 
ground upon experience ; whereas the French, on the other hand, find that venilon 
broth is at once more fubftantial and rellorative. 

The rivers of Canada are rcpleniihed with an infinity of other fiflies, that arc not 
known in Europe. The fifh catched in the north country rivers arc different from 
thofe of the fouth ; and thofe taken in the Long river, which difembogues into the 
mer of Miflifipi, Ikvourfo rank of mud and clay, that it is impoflible to eat of them j 
abating for a fort of little trouts that the favages take in the adjacent lakes, which makf* 
a tolerable mefs. 

The rivers of the Otentats and the MiflTouris produce fuch odd fhaped fifhes that 
It is impoflible to deferibe them without they were drawn upon paper. Tiicfe fiflies 
taftc but forrily, and yet the favages love it mightily, which I take to proceed from their 
knowing no better. 


T/je Trees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada. 


Re^ oak^^** ^ Europe. 

Bitter cherry-trees. 

.Afh-Urecs. 

Sra-treee, ] ^ 

Kut-trees of two forts. 

^[llhelhaMrees. 


Plum-trees. 

Cherry-trees. 

Hazel-trees, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Vines. 

A fort of citrons. 

'Water melons. 

Sweet citruls. 

Wild goofeberries. 


Apple-trees. 



Pear-trees. 
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Fine*apple8. 

Tobacco, fuch as our 


The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada. 


White oak. 

Cedar-trees. 

Red oak. 

Afpin-trees. 

Birch-trees. 

White wood. 

Bitter cherry-trees. 

Aider-trees. 

Mapple-trees. 

Maiden-hair. 

Pine-ti^s. 

Strawberries. 

Epinettes. 

Rafpberries. 

Fir-trees of three forts. 

Goofeberries. 

Perufies. 

Bluets. 


A Defcription of the above-mentioned Trees and Fruits. 

YOU muft remark, that all the wood of Canada is good of its kbd. The trees 
that (land expofed to the north winds are apt to be influenced by the froft, as it appeal# 
from the chops and chinks that it occaflons. 

The bitter cherry-tree has a hard and whitifli wood with a grey bark. Some of 
them arc as tall as the loftieft oaks, and as big as a hogfliead. This tree grows ftraight ; 
it has an oval loaf, and is made ufc of in beams, rafters, and other carpenter’s work. 

The mapplc-trce is much of the fame height and bulkj but it has a brown bark, 
and the wood'is reddifh. It bears ho refemhlancc to that fort we have in Europe. It 
yields a fap, which has a much plrafanter tafle than the bed lemonade or cheriy.water, 
and makes the whollbraeft drink in the world. This liquor is drawn by cutting the 
tree two inches deep in the wood, the cut being run Hoping to the length of ten or 
twelve inches ; at the lower end of this galh, a knife is thrull into the tree flopingly, 
fo that the water running along the cut or galh, as through a gutter, and felling upon 
the knife that lies acrofs the channel, runs out upon the knife, which has veflels placed 
underneath to receive it. Some trees will yield five or fix bottles of this water a dav i 


no narm to tne tree. Ul tins lap they make fugar and fyrup, which is fo valuable, 
that there cannot be a better remedy for fortifying the ftomach. It is but few of the 
inhabitants that have the patience to make indpple-water ; for as common and ufual 
things are always flighted, fo there is fcarce anybody but children that give themfelves 
the trouble of gafliing thofe trees. To conclude, the north country mapples have 
more fap than thofe of the fouth countries; but at the fame time the fap is not fo 
fweet. 

There arc two forts of nut-trees in this country. The one bears round, and the 
other long, nuts ; but neither of tliem is good for any thing, no more than the' wild 
chefnuts that grow in the Illnefc country. 

The apples that grow upon fome of their apple-trees eat well when they are coddled, 
but they are good for nothing when they are raw. Upon the Miflifipi, indeed, there 
is a fort of apples that have a talte not unlike that of fome European apples : the pears 
are good, but very fcarce. 

The 
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The cheFrics are'fmall, and extremely red ; and though their tafte is not good, yrt 
the roe-bucks like them fo well, that in the fummer-time they fcarce ever mifs to lie 
under the cherry-trees all night long, cfpecially if it blows hard. 

This country affords three forts of excellent plums, which bear no refemblance to 
ours cither in figure or colour. Some are long and fmall, fome are round and thick, 
and fome very little. 

The vines twine round the trees to the very top j and the branches of thofe trees 
arc fo covered wit h grapes, that one would take the grape to be the fruit of the tree. 
In fome countries of North America the grape is little, but very well tailed ; but 
tovirards the Miflifipi it is long and thick, and fo is the cluiler. There has been fome 
wine preffed from the grapes of that country, which, after long (landing, became as 
fweci as canary, and as black as ink. 

The citrons of North America arc fo called only becaufe their form refembles that- of 
our citron. Inftead of a rind, they have only a finglc (kin. They grow upon a plant 
that rifes three feet high, and docs not bear above three or four at a time. This fruit 
is as wholefome as its root is dangerous ; for the one is very healthy, and the juice of 
the other is a mortal fubtile poifon. While I ftaid at I'ort Frontenac, in the year 1684, 
I faw an Iroquefe woman take down this fatal potion, with a defign to follow her dc- 
ccafed huiband ; after ilie had taken leave of her friends, and lung the dcath-fong, 
with the formalities that arc ufual among thefe blind wretches. The poifon quickly 
worked the defired effed ; for this w idow, who in Europe would be juftly looked upon 
as a miracle of conftancy and fidelity, had no fooner fwallowed the murdering juice, 
then ihe fell into two or three ihivering fits, and fo expired. 

The water-melons, called by the Spaniards Algiers melons, are round and thick like 
a ball ; fome are rod, and fome white; and the kernels, vyhich are very large, arc fome- 
times black, foraetimes red ; as for their tafte it is cxacUy the fame with that of the 
Spaniih or Portuguefe melons. 

The citruls of this country are fwcet, and of a different nature from thofe of Europe ; 
and I am informed, that the American citruls will not grow in Europe. They are as 
big as our melons, and their pulp is as yellow as faffron. Commonly they are baked 
jp ovens, but the better way is to roaft them under the embers as the favages do. 
Their tafte is much the fame with that of the mannclade of apples, only they are 
fwceter. ' One may eat as much of them as he plcafes, without fearing any difordcr 
from them. 

The wild goofeberries are good for nothing but for comfits ; but that fort of comfits 
are feldoni made, for fugar is too dear in Canada to be employed for fuch ufes. 

A Defcriplion of the Trees and Fruits of the Northern Countries. 

THE Canada birch-trees are much different from thofe we have in fome provinces 
of France ; both for bulk and quality. 'I he favages make canoes of their bark, fome 
of which is red, and fome white; but both are equally proper for that ufc. That 
-which has the feweft veins and chaps is the beft ; but the red bark makes the fineft 
fhow. There are fome little baikets made of the young birches, that are much efteemed 
in France ; and books may be made of them, the leaves of which will be as fine as 
paper, 'fhis I can (peak by experience, for I have frequently madg ufe of them for 
want of paper, in writing the journal of my voyages ; nay, I remember I have feen, in 
' a certain library in France, a manufeript of ihegofpelof St. Matthew, written in Greek 
-upon this fort of bark ; and which is yet more furprifing, 1 was then told, that it had 

been 
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l)eea a thou&nd years ; and at the fame Hme I dare fwear, thilr it; 

the genuine birch-bark of New France, which in all appearance was not then 5^ 

^'^e^pine-trees are very talf, ftrait, and thick ; and are made ufe of for mads, which/ 
the King’s pinks do oftentimes tranfport to France. It is faid, that fomc of thefe trees 
are big enough to ferve for a mall of a firft-rate fliip. 

The Epinette is a fort of a pine, with a lharper and thicker leaf. It is made ufe of in 
carpaiters work, and the matter which drains from it, fmells as fweet as intenfe. 

There are three forts of firs in this country, which are fawed into deals by certain 
nulls, that the Quebec merchants have caufed to be built in fomc places. 

The Peruffe is the profperell of all green woods for the building of fliips, upon the 
confideration that it is comparer and has clofer pores, fo that it does not foak or drink 
in the moifture as much as others. 

Here are two forts of cedar, namely, the white and the red ; but one mull view them 
narrowly before he can diftinguilh them, by reafon that both of them have^ much the 
fame fort of bark. Thefe trees are low, bulhy, and full of branches and little leaves, 
refembling the tag of a lace. The wood of this tree is almoft as light as cork ; and the 
favages make ufe of it in the wreaths and ribs of their canoes. The red fort looks 
admirably wIR, and may Ije made into houfehold goods, which will retain an agreeable 

fmell for ever. _ . j . 

The afps are little flirubs which grow upon the fides of pools or rivers ; and in a 
word, in moift and marfliy countries. This wood is the common food of the beavers, 
who, in imitation of the ants, take care to make a collection of it round thdu* huts in the 
autumn, which ferves them for fuftenance when the ice imprifons them in winter. 

The white wood is a middling fort of a tree, that is neither too big nor too little. It 
is almoft as light as cedar and ah cafily worked upon. The inhabitants of Canada make 
little canoes of it, for fifliing and croffing the rivers. 

Maidenhair is as common in the forefts of Canada, as fern is in thofc of France, and 
is efteemed beyond that of other countries ; infomuch, that the inhabitants of Quebec 
prepare great quantities of its fyrup, which they fend to Paris, Nants, Rouan, and fe- 
veral other cities in France. * 

Strawberries and ralberries are wonderfully plentiful in Canada, and taftc extremely 
well. We meet likewife with fome white goofeberries in this country ; but they ferve 
for no ufe, unlefs it be to make a fort of vinegar of them, that is very ftrong. 

' The bluets are certain little berries not unlike final! cherries, only they are black, 
and perfcftly round. The plant upon which they grow is as big as a ralberry-bulh. 
Thefe berries ferve for feveral ufes, after they are dried in the fun, or in an oven ; for 
then they make confits of them, or put them into pies, or infufc them in brandy. The 
north country favages make a crop of them in the fummer, which affords them very 
feafonable relief, cfpecially when their hunting comes lliort. 

A Genthal View of the Commerce of Canada. 

I COME now to give a brief and general account of the commerce of &nada, which 
lhave already touched upon in ray letters. The Normans were the firft ibat'fet up this 
trade, and ufualk they fet out from Havre de Grace or Dieppe ; but the Rochcllers 
have now workrtphem out of it, for as much as the Rochcl mips furnilh the inhabitants 
of the continent with the neceffiu'y commodities. There are likewife fome fliips fent to 
Canada from Bourdeai^x and Bayonne, with wines, brandy, tobacco, and iron. 

The fliips bound from France to that country pay no cuftom for their cargo, whether 
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Whic^ pays five fols a pound ; that is to fay, a rpll of four hundred pound weight ^ys 
a hundred livres by way of entry, to the office of the farthers general. ^ 

Moft of thelhips go laden to Canada, and return light or empty. Some indera 
bring home peafe when they are good cheap in the colony, and others take in a ca^ 
of punts and boards : others again go to the iiland of Cape Breton, and there take ina 
dtfgDof pit-coal, which they carry to the iflands of Martiuico or Gaudaloupe, wbeiv 
the refining of fugars occafions a great confumption of coals. But thofe mips which 
either belong, or are recommended to the topping merchants of the colony, ate 
fraghted with Ikins, which turn to a great account. I have feen fome fliips unload at 
Quebec, and then fteer to Placentia, to take in cod-filh, which they purchafed v. ith ready 
money ; but generally fpeaking, there is more lod than got by that way of trading. 
The merchant that has carried .on the greatelt trade in Canada is the Sieur Samuel 
Bemon of Rochel, who has groat warehoufes at Quebec, from which the inhabitants of 


the other towns are Aipplied with fuch commodities as they want. It is true, there are 
fome merchants at Quebec who are indifferently rich, and fit out (hips upon their own 
bottom, that ply to and again between France and Canada ; and thefe merchants have 
their correfpondents at Rochel, who fend out and take in every year the cargoes of , 
their fliips. ^ 

There is no difference between the pirates that fcour the mas and the Canada mer- 
chants, unlefe it be this, that the former fometimes enrich themfelves all of a fudden by 
a good prize ; and that the latter cannot make their fortune without trading for five cr 
fix years, and that without running the hazard of thdr lives. I have known twenty 
little pedlars that had not above a thoufand crowns flock when I arrived at Quebec, in 
the year 1683, and when I left that place had got to the tun<j of twelve thoufand 
crowns. It is an unqueflioned truth, that they get flfty per cent, upon all the goods 
they deal in, whether they buy them up upon the arrival of the fliips at Quebec, or 
have them from France, by way of commiffion ; but over and above that, there are 


fome little gaudy trinkets, fuch as ribbands, laces, embroideries, tobacco-boxes, watches, 
and an infinity of other baubles of iron-ware, upon which they get a hundred and fifty 
per cent, all cofls clear. « 

In this country a hogfliead of Bourdeaux wine, which contains two hundred and 
bottles, is worth about forty French livres, in time of peace, and fixty in time of w^.' i A 
hoglhead of Nants or Bayonne brandy, will fetch eighty or a hundred livres. * 'Ife’the 
taverns a bottle of wine cofls fix French fous, and a bottle of brandy is fold for twenty. 
As for dry commodities, their price rifes and falls upon occafion. Brazil tobacco is 
worth forty fous a pound by way of retail, and thirty-five by wholefale. Sugar will 
fetch at leaft twenty fous a poun^ and fometimes twenty-five or thirty. 

The earlieft (hips that come from France, fet out commonly in the latter end of April, 
or the beginning of May ; but to my mind, they might Ihorten their voyage by one half, 
if they put to fea about the middle of Mai'ch, and then fweeped along the north coaft of 
the A^pres iflands ; for in thofe feas the fouih and fouth-i^wmds commonly blow from 
the beginning of April to the end of May. 1 have menCiottcd this fevcral times to the > 
inofl expert mlots ; but they flill put me off with the plea, that they dare not fleer that 
wurfe for feaF of fome rocks: and yet thefe rocks are not to be met with but in their 
I have read fome descriptions of the ports, roads, and coafls^^efe iflands, tnd 
adjacent feas, done by the Portuguefe, which make no mentidip .the! 4 >«lves flat: 
lyire^e^lked down in all our charts : on the contrary, they affirm that the ebaft of ih«e 
Hlaipdl is altogether clear, and that for twenty leagues off into tl^e main thefe imaginary 
rocks were never met with. 
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itnV'other toMnos, Idad thdr barks with goods in order to tranfiKU^ ’j|;|[^. 
tpi diefe other towns. Such merchants as ad for themfelves atTrois Riviaf^^id:^" 
Bibnreal, they come down in perfon to Quebec to market for themfelves, and then put 
their effeds' on board of barks, to be conveyed home. If they p^y for their goods in 
ildmi, they buy cheaper than if they made their payments in money or letters of exr, 
diange i by reafon that the feller gets confiderably by the flcins when he returns to 
France. Now, you mull take notice, that all thefe Ikins are bought up from the inha> 
^tants, or from the favages, upon which the merchants are confiderable gainers. To 
g^ve you an inllance of this matter ; a perfon that lives in the neighbourhood of Quebec 
carries a t^ozen of martin’s Ikins, five or fix fox’s fkins, and as many Ikins of wild cats, 
to a merchant’s houfe, in order to fell them for woollen cloth, linen, arms, ammunition, 
&c. In the truck of ihefe (kins the raerchaht draws a double profit, one upon the 
i'eore of his paying no more fur the Ikins than one-half of what he afterwards fells them 
for in the lump to the fadors, for the Rocliel fliips; and the other by the exorbitant 
rate he puts upon the goods that the poor planter takes in /exchange for his fkins. If 
this be duly wdghed, we will not think it ftrange, that thefe merchants have a more 
beneficial trade than a great many other tradefmen in the world. In my feventh and 
'^eightietters I related the particulars of the commerce of this country, efpedally that 
wmch the inhabitants carry on with the favages, who fupply them with the fkins of 
beavers and other animals. So that now it remains only to give you an inventory o£ 
the goods that are proper for the favages, and of the fkins which they give in exchange, 
together with their neat prices. 


Short and light fufecs. ' 

Powder. 

Ball and cut lead, or fmall Ihot. 

Axes, both great and fmall. 

Knives with their (heaths. 

Sword'blades to make darts pf. 

Kettles of all fixes. 

Shoemaker’s awlsd 
Fifh-hooks of all fizes. 

Flint Hones. 

Caps of blue ferge. 

Sturts made of the common Britany linen. 
Woolfted ftockings fhort and coarfe. 


Brazil tobacco. 

Coarfe wliite thread for nets. 

Sewing thread of fereral colours. 
Pack-thread. 

Vermillion. 

Needles, both laige and fmall. 

Venice beads. 

Some iron heads for arrows, but few of 
them. 

A fmall quantity of foap. 

A few labres orcutlafles. 

Brandy goes off incomparably well. 


T/jg Names ^ the Skins given in Exchange with their Rates. 

THE Huns of winter beavers, alias Mufeovy beavers, are worth per 
pound, in the fiurmer-general’s warehoufe, • . . 

The (kins of hit beavers, the hair of which fklls off while the favages 
make iffe of them, per pound, • • • « 

Of beavers taken in antumn, per pound, - - 

OF dry or commBiL|ieavm, per pound, - 
Of Hiromw beavasrptf pound, - • • « 
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The fthi of a is ral^ no more than that of 

fox that is qmte black, 

The (kins of lilver>coloured foxes a<piece, - - • 

Of common foxes in good order, ... 

Of the common maftins, 

Of the prettieft fort of martins, • - 

Of red and fmooth otters, .... 

Of the winter and brown otters, or more, ... 
Of the fineft black bears, .... 

The (kins of elks, before they are dreifed, are worth per pound, about 
The (kins of ftags are worth per pound, about 

The wild cats, or enfans de diable, a*pieccf ... 
Sca-wolves, a>piece or more, .... 

Pole- cats and weafels, - - - - ^ . 

Mulk rats, ...... 

Their tefticles. 

Wolves, - - . - - 

The white elk Ikins, i. e, thofe dreffed by the favages, a-picce, 

A drcfled hart's Ikin is worth . . j . 

A caribous, ..... 

A roe-buck's, ..... 
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To conclude, you muft take notice, that thcfe Ikins are upon fome particular occafions 
dearer than Irate them, but the difference is but very fmall, whether under or over. 


An Accwnt of the Government of Canada in generaL 

'IN Canada, the politic, civil, ecclcfiaftical and military goverments, are all in a manner 
one thing, in regard that the wifell governors have fubjedied their authority to that of 
the eccletiallics ; and fuch governors as would not embark in that interefl, have found 
their poft fo uneafy that they have been recalled with difgrace. I could jpftancc in feveral, 
who for not adhering to the fentiments of the bilhop and the Jefuits, and for refuting to 
lodge their power iit the hands of thefe infallible gentlemen, have .been turned out, and 
treated at court like hot-headed incendiaries. M. de Frontcnac was one of this number 
who made fuch an imhappy exit ; for he fell out with M. Duchefnau, intendantof that 
country, who finding himfelf protected by the clergy, indullrioully infultcd that illultri- 
ous general, and the general was forced to give way, under the weight of an eccleliaftical 
league, by reafon of the fprings they fet at work againft him, in oppofition to ail the 
principles of honour and confcience. 

The governor-generals that mean to negleft no opportunity of advancing or enrich- 
ing themfelves, do commonly hear two mafles a-day, and are obliged to confefs once 
in four*and-twenty hours. He has always clergymen hanging about him wherever he 
goes, and indeed, properly fpeaking, they are his counfellors. When a governor is 
thus backed by the clergy, the intendants, the under-govemors, and the fovereign 
council, dare not cei\(ure his condud, ' let it be never fo faulty ; for the prote£lion of 
the ecclefiaftics fhelters him from all the charges that can be laid againft Urn. 

The governor-general of Quebec has twenty thoufand crowns a-year, including the 
pajfbfhis comply of guards, and the particular government of the fort. Over and 

above 
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freight ; not to mention, that by certain ways and means he fucks as much tnonl^ 
^t of jhe country as all the above>mentioned articles amount to. The intendant has 
’ eighteen thoufand livres a-year, but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife. I 
have no mind to touch there, for fear of being ranked among thofe detraflors who' 
fpeak the truth too fincerely. The bifliop*s incomes are fo fmall, that if the King were 
not gracioufly pleafed to add to his bimopric fome other benefices in France, that 
reverend prelate would be reduced to as (hort commons as a hundred of his chara£fer 
are in the kingdom of Naples. The major of Quebec has fix hundred crowns a-year ; 
the governor of Trois Rivieres has a thoufand,' and the governor of Monreal is al- 
lowed two thoufand. A captain has a hundred and twenty livres a-month, a lieutenant 
ninety livres ; a reformed lieutenant is allowed but forty, and a common foldier’s pay 
.is fix fous a*day, of the current money of the country. 

The people repofe a great deal of confidence in the clergy in this country as well as 
elfewhere. Here the outward fhew of devotion is ftriftly obferved, for the people 
dare not abfent from the great mafles and fermons without a lawful excufe. But after 
all, it is at the time of divine fervice that the married women and maids give their 
humours a full loofe, as being aflured that their hufbands and mothers are bufy at 
church. The priefts call people by their names in the pulpit ; they prohibit under the 
pain of excommunication, the readmg of romances and plays, as well as the ufe of 
malks, and playing at ombre or lanfquenet. The Jefuits and the Recollets agree as ill 
as the Molinifts and the Janfenifts. The former pretend that the latter have no right 
to confefs. Do but look back to my eighth letter, and there you will fee fome inllances 
of the indifcrect zeal of the ecclefiaftics. 

The governor-general has th6 difpofal of all military pods. He bedows companies, 
lieutenancies, and under-lieutenancies, upon who he pleafes, with His Majedy’s 
gracious approbation ; but he is not allowed to difpofe of particular governorfliips, or 
of the place of a lord lieutenant of a province, or of the major of any town. He is 
empowered to grant to the gentry and the other inhabitants, lands and fcrtlements all 
over Canada ; but thefe grants mud be given in concert with the intendant. He is 
likewife authorized to give five-and-twenty licences a-year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the favage nations of that vad continent. He is inveded with the power 
of fufpending the execution of fentences againd criminals ; and, by virtue of this re- 
prieve, can eafily procure them a pardon if be has a mind to fiivour them. But he 
cannot difpofe of the King’s money without the confent of the intendant, who is the 
only man that can call it out of the hands of the treafurer of the navy. 

The governor-general cannot be without the fervice of the Jefuits, in making 
treaties with the governors of New England and New York, as well as with thelro- 
quefe. I am at a lofs to know whether thefe good fathers are employed in fuch fer- 
vic^ upon the fcore of their judicious cgunfels, and their being perfeflly well ac- 
qu^te 4 with the country and the King’s true intereds ; or upon the confidcration of 
their fpeaking fo a miracle, the languages of fo many different nations, whofe intereds 
are quite oppofite ; or out of a fenfe of that cond^cenfion and fubmiffion that is due to 
thefe worthy companions of our Saviour. 

. The member^ of the fuprerae council of Canada, cannot fell or convey their places to 
their heirs, or to any body elfe, without the King’s approbation ; though at the fame 
time their places may be worth not fo much as the place of a lieutenant to a company of 
foot. When they have nice points under their confideration, they ufually confult the 
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pdeib or Jefuita t and iPlany caoie<K)mi^befe ^bem, in ^hwK th^e godfathers are 
mtereftedy they are ftue not to be caft, unlefs iiibe fd very black that the cuimtngeft. 
lawy^ caqnotgive it a plaulible turn. 1 have been informed by feveral perfons, th4|^ 
the Jefuits drive a great trade in European commodities) and Canada fkins ; bm I cai^ 
fcarce believe it, or at lead, if it be fo, they mud have correfpondents and factors that 
are as clofe and cunning as themfelves ; which can never be. 

The gentlemen of that country are obliged to be very cautious in carrying even with 
the ecclefiaftics, in refpefb to the good or harm that the good fathers can indirefily 
throw in their way. The 'bifliop and the Jefuits have iuch an influence over the 
govemoi:s-general, as is fufficient to procure places to the children of the noblemen or 
gentlemen that ar^devoted to their fef vice, or to obtain the licences that 1 fpoke of in my 
dghth letter. It is likewife in their power to ferve the daughters of fuch gentlemen, by 
finding them agreeable and rich hufbands. The meaneft curates mud be managed 
cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve the gentlemen in whofe feignories they • 
are no more than millionaries, there being no fixed cures in Canada, which indeed is a 
grievance that ought to be rcdi'clTed. The officers of the army are likewife obliged to 
keep up a good correfpondence with the ecclefiadics, for without that it is impofllble 
for them to keep their ground. They mud not only take care that their own condud 
be regular,- but likewife look after that of thefoldiers, by preventing the diforders they 
might commit in thdr quarters. 

Commonly the troops are quartered upon the inhabitants of the cotes, or feignories 
of Canada, from Odober to May. The mader of the boufe fumiflies his military 
gued only with utenfils, and employs him all the while at the rate of ten fous a day, 
befides his viduals, in the cutting of wood, grubbing up of grounds, rooting out 
dumps, or the threlhing of com in a barn. The captain gets likewife by their work, 
for to make them difeount the half of their pay to him,' he orders them to come thrice 
a week to exerdfe thdr arms at his quarters. Now thdr habitations being didant four 
or five arpents from one another, and one cote or feignory being two or^ree leagues 
in front, the foldiers choofe rather to give the captain a fpill, than to walk fo far in 
the fnow and the dirt : and the captain takes it very confeientioufly, upon the plea that 
Volenti non fit injuria. As for fuch foldiers as are good tradcfinen, he is fure of putting 
•itheir whole pay in his pocket, by virtue of a licence that he gives them to work in the 
towns, or any where elle. In fine, mod of the officers marry in this country, but 
'God ^ows what fort of marriages they make, in taking girls with a dowry, confiding 
x)f eleven crowns, a cock, a hen, an ox, a cow, and fometimes a'calf. I knew feveral 
young women, whofe lovers, after denying the fad, and proving before the judges 
the fcandalous converfation of thdr midrefles, were forced, upon the perfuafion of 
the ecclefiadics, to fwallow the bitter pill, and take the very fame girls in marriage. 
Some officers indeed marry well, but there are few fuch. The occafion of thdr 
marrying fo readily in that country proceeds from the difficulty of converfing with 
the foft fex. After a man has made four vifits to a young woman, he is obliged to 
unfold his mind to her father and mother ; mud then dther talk of marriage, or 
break off all correfpondence ; or if he does not, both be and (he lies under a fcatidal. 
in this country a man cannot vifit another man's wife, without being cenfured as if her 
hufband was a cuckold. In fine, a man can meet with no diverfion here, .but that of 
ji^ding, or eating, or drinkmg. Though after all, there are fome intrigues carried on 
bill with the lame caution as in Spain, where the virtue of the ladies confifts only in 
the matter handfomely. 

Now, 
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a comical aSyenture that happened^ a young captain, who waspreflfed to inai:^ 

f ;ainft his will; becaulc all his companions and acquaintances were already buc^flid* 
his young ofHcer having made fome viHts to a.counrclbr*8 daughter, he was d^red 
to tell what errand he came upon ; and M. de Frontenac himfelf being related to the 
young lady, who is certainly one of the moft accomplifhed ladies of this age, ufed his 
titmoil efforts to engage the captain to marry her. The captain being equally well 
. pleafed with a free accefs to the governor’s table, and the company of the lady 
whom he met there not unfrequently ; the captain, I fay, being equally fond of theie 
two advantages, endeavoured to ward off the defign, by alhing fome time to confider 
of it. Accordingly, two months were granted him ; and after that^time was expired 
he had ftill a mind to let out his traces, and fo defired two months more, which were 
granted him by the bifliop’s interceffion. When the laft of thefe two was at an end, 
the cavalier began to be appiehcnfive that he was in danger of lofing both his good 
cheer and the agreeable company of the lady. However he was obliged to be prefent 
at a treat that Mr. Nelfon (theEnglifli gentleman I fpoke of in my twenty-third letter) 
gave to the two lovers, as well as the governor, the intendant, the bilhop, and fome 
other , pel Ions of note : and this generous Euglifli gentleman having a kindnefs for the 
young lady’s father, and her brethren, upon the fcore of their trading with one smother, 
made an ofl'er of a ihoufand crowns to be paid on the wedding-day, which, added' to 
a thoul'and tliat the bifhop ofiered,smd a'thouftmd more which fhe had of her own, beiidcs 
feven cr eight thoiifand that M. de Frontenac offered' in licences, not to mention the 
certain profped of preferment j all thefe items, I fay, made the uuirriage very advai> 
tag(.?oxis to the captain. After they had done eating, he was preffed tolign the contrad, 
but made anfwcr, that he bad drank fome bumpers of heady wine, and his head was 
not clear enough for weighing the conditions of the contrad: ; fo that they were forced 
to put off the matter till the next day. Upon this delay he kept his chamber, till 
JNl. de Frontenac, at whofe table he ufed to eat, fent for him, in order to know his 
mind immediately. Then there was no room left.for fliuffling ; there was a neceflity 
of giving a pofitive anfwer to the governor, who fpoke to him in plain and precife 
terms, and at the fame time reminded him of the favour they had fliewn him, in allow- 
ing him fo much time to confider of the propofed marriage. The young officer replied 
very fairly, Thar any man that was capable of marrying after four month’s delibera- 
tion, was a fool in buckling too. “ 1 now foe,” fays he, “ what I am j the eager defire 
] had of going to church with Mademoifellc U — has now convinced me of my folly : 
if you have* refped for the lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a young fpark that 
is fo apt to take up with extravagant and foolifh things. As for my own part. Sir, I 
proteft fincercly, that the little reafon and free judgment that is left me, will fen'e to 
comfort me upon' the lofsof her, and to teach me to repent of having defired to make- 
her as unhappy as myfelf.” This difeourfe furprifed the bifhop, the governor, the 
intendant, and in general all the other tuanued officers, who defired nothing more 
than that he fhould be caught in the^noofe as well as they; fo true it is, that^ 
Solamen miferis focios babtajfe doloris. As they were far from expefting any fu;(;li. 
retradation, fo the poor reformed captain fuffered for it ; for fome time after 
M. de Frontenac did him a piece of injufUce, in bcflowing a vacant conqiany ovor 
his head, upon Madam de Pouchartrain’s nephew, notwithftanding that the court had 
f«^t orders on his behalf; and this obliged him to go for France akmg. with me, ip the 
year 169^2. 


To 
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To refume tlie thread of my difcourfe, you muft know, that the Caiiadefe or Creoles, 
are a robud:- brawny welUmade people ; they are ftrong, vigorous, a£kive, brave and 
indefatigable ; in a word, they want nothing but the knowledge of polite letters. Tl^jr 
are prcfumptuotis, and very full of ^emfelves ; they value thetnielves beyond all tub 
matiolls of the earth, and, which is to be regretted, they have not that veneration for 
their parents that is due. Their complexion is wonderfully pretty. The women are 
generally handfomc ; few of them arc brown, but many of them are at once wife, and 
lazy. They love luxury to the laft degree, and ftrive to out-do one another in catching » 
hufbands in the trap. 

There is an infinity of diforders in Canada that want to be reformed. The flrft 
ftep of a true Reformation muft be that of hindering the ecclefiaftics to vifit the 
inhabitants fo often, and to pry with fuch impertinence into the minutcfl affairs of the 
family ; for fuch praflices are frequently contrary to the good of the fociety, and that 
for reafons that you are not ignorant of. The next thing to be done, is to prohibit 
the officers to flop the foldiers pay, and to enjoin tftem to difciplinc their men every 
holy-day, and every Sunday. In the third place, the commodities ought to be rated 
at a reafonable price, fo that the merchant may have his prolit, without exadfing upon 
the inhabitants and the favages. A foufth article of reformation, would confift in prohibit- 
ing the exporting from France to Canada, of brocados, gold and filver galloons or rib- 
bands, and rich laces. In a fifth place, the governor-general ought not to fell licences for 
trading with the favages of the great lakes! Sixthly, there ought to be fixed courts. In 
the feventh place, they want to have their militia modelled and difeiplined, that, upon 
occafion, they may be as ferviceable as the regular troops. For an eighth article, the 
fetting up manufactories for linen, ftuffs, &c. would be very ufeful. But the moft 
important alteration would confift in keeping the governors, the intendants, the fupreme 
council, the bifhops and the Jefuits, from fplitting intd’laClions, and making clubs one 
againft another j for the confequences of fuch divifions cannot but thwart His Majefty’s 
fervice, and the peace of the public. Were this but happily effeClcd, that country 
would be as rich again as it is now. . 

I wonder, that inftead of banifliing the Proteftants out of France, who in removing 
to the countries of our enemies, have done fo much damage to the kingdom, by 
carrying their money along with them, and fetting up manufactories in thofe countries ; 

I wonder, I fay, that the*court did not think it more proper to tranfport them to Canada. 

1 am convinced, that if they had received pofitive affurances of enjoying a liberty of 
conlcience, a great many of them would have made no fcruple to go thither. Some 
have replied upon this head, that the remedy had been worfe than the difeafe ; in regard 
that fome time or other they would not have failed to expel the catholics by the affiftance 
of the Engliih : but 1 reprefented to them, that the Greeks and Armenians, who are 
fubjoct to the grand ilignior, and at the fame time are of a nation and religion that is 
different from that of ilie Turks ; I reprefented, I fay, that thefe diffenting fubjeCls 
did fcarcc ever implore the aid of foreign powers, in onler to rebel and ihake oft’ the 
yoke. In fine, we have more reafon to believe, that if the Huguenots had been 
tiYnfported to Canada, they had never departed from the fealty they owed to their 
natural fovereign. But let that be as it will, I do but fpeak as that king of Arragon 
did, who boafted, tha' if God had deigned to cbnfult him, he could have given him 
feafonahlo advice with referenct? to the iymmetry andthe.courfes of the ftars ; for, in 
likb mani.or I do affirm, that if (he council of ftate had followed my fchenie, in the 
fpace of thirty or forty years. New France would have become a finer anti more 
fiourifbing kingdom than feveral others in Europe. 

A Di/courfi 



JUtlifOlftS 07 KpftTU AMKKICA*' ' 369 

. ..f.' ' ;; : ■ " 

A Difeotirfe rf the Interejl of the French ^ and of the EngUJh^ in North America, 

jlSN'CE New France and New England fubflfl: only upon the cod filhery and the 
fur trade, it is the intereft of thefe two colonics to enlarge the number of the fl^ps 
^employed in the filhery, and to encourage the favages to hunt and fliootbeaversi by 
fumilhing them with what arms and ammunition they have occafion for. It is well 
l y own, that there is a ^reat confumption of cod>filh in the fouthern countries of Europe, 
and that few commodities meet with a better and readier market, efpecially if they are 
good and well cured. 

Thofe who alledge that the deftruftion of the iroquefe would promote the intereft 
of the colonies of New France, are ftrangers to the true intereft of that country ; for 
if that were once accomplilhedj the favages, who are now the French allies, would 
turn their greateft enemiesj as being then rid of their other, fears. They would not 
fail to call m the Englilh, by rcafon that their commodities are at once cheaper and 
more efteemed than ours ; and by that means the whole commerce of that wide country 
would be wrefted out of our hands. 

I conclude therefore, that it is the intereft of the French to weaken the Iroquefe, 
but not to fee them entirely defeated. I own, that at this day they are too ftrong, 
inforauch that they cut the Jhroats of the favages, our allies, everyday. They have 
nothing lefs in view than to cut oft" all the nations they know, let their fituation be 
never fo remote from their country. It is our bufmefs to reduce them to one half of 
the power they are now polTelTed of, if it were poftlble ; but we do not §0 the right 
way to work. Above thefe thirty years their ancient counfellors have ftill re- 
monftrated to the warriors of the five nations, that it was expedient to cut off" all the 
favage nations of Canada, in order .to ruin the commerce of theFrench, and after that to 
dillodge them of the continent. With this view they have carried the war above four 
or five hundred leagues off their country, after the deftroying of fcvcral difterent na- 
tions in feveral places, as I Ihewed you before. .. 

It would be no difficult matter for the French to draw the Iroquefe over to their fide, 
to keep them from plaguing the French allies, and at the fame time to engrofs all the 
commerce with the five Iroquefe natiohs, that is now in the hands of the Englilh in 
New York. This might be eafily put in execution, provided the King would allow ten 
thoufand crowns a-year for that end. The method of eft’efting it is this : in the 
firft place, the barks that were formerly made ufe of about Fort Frontenac, muft be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the rivers of the 'ITonontouans and the Onontagues, 
fuch commodities as are proper for them, and to fell them for the prime coft in France. 
Now this would put the King to the charge of about ten thoufand crowms for freight ; 
and I am perfuaded, that upon that foot the Iroquefe would not be fuch fools as to 
carry fo much as one beaver to the Englilh colonies, and that for four reafons. The 
firft is, that whereas they muft tranfport them fixty or eighty leagues upon their backs 
to New York, they have not above feven or eight leagues travelling I’rom their own 
villages to the banks of the lake of Frontenac. For a focond reaibn, it is manifeft 
tllat the Englilh cannot pollibly let them have their commodities fo cheap, without 
being confiderable lofers, and that thereupon every merchant would drop that fort of 
trade. The third is drawn from the difficulty of having fubfiftence upon the road 
between the Iroquefe villages and New, York; for the Iroquefe go thither in great 
boi^s, for fear,pf being furprized j and I acquainted you before federal times, that 
there is no venilon in that fide of the country. The fourth reafon is this, in marching 
t « vbi.; xm, 3 B . fb 
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fo far fit>m thi^ villages, the;^ exppfe thdr wives^. their children, and their fuperano 
nuated men, ^r a prey to thdr enemies, who upon that occaiion may either kill them 
or carry them off ; and of this we have two inftances already. Over and above the 
cheapnefs of our commodities, it would Ifkewife be requifite that we made them 
fe^ every year, and at the fame time entreated them not to difturb the repofe of our 
colMederate favages, who are fuch fools as to wage war one with another, iiiftead of 
entering into a joint league in oppoiition to the Iroquefe, the moll redoubted of their 
enemies, and thofe whom they have moll reafon to fear. In a word, if we woul^i 
manage our affairs with the Iroquefe to the bell advantage, we ought to put in execu- 
tion that prnjcft that I mentioned in my twenty-third letter. 

To alledge that thefe barbarians have a dependance upon the lilnglifh^ is a foolilli 
plea ; for they are fo far from owning any dependance, that when they go to-Ncw 
York to Iruck their Ikins, they have the confidence to put rates upon the goods they 
have occafion for, when llie merchants offer to raife ihr-ir pi-ice. I liave intiinaieil 
already feveral times that their refpcdl for the Englillj is racked to the occafion they 
' have to make ufe of them; that this is the only motive which le.ducex ikern to tie;u the 
Englilh as their brethren, and their friends ; and that if the Ftvhch •.voukl fill them 
the necelTarics of life, as well as arms and ammunition, ateafier jai .s, they would rutt 
make many journies to the Englilli ctdonies. This is a confideraiion that ought to be 
chiefly in our view; for if w'e minded it to the purpolc, they wotild be cautious of 
infulting our favage confederates, as well as ourfelvcs. The govi'rnors-general of 
Canada would do well to employ the fenfiblc nten of the country that arc acw'|ualnted 
with our confederates, in prefling them to live in a good correfpondenre with one ano- 
ther, without waging war among themfelvcs ; for moll of the foui hern nations worm 
out one another infenlibly, which affords matter of joy to the Iroquefe. Now, it 
were an eafy matter to prevent this fatal moulderin,g, i)y threatening to give them no 
further fupplies of commodities in their villages. To this precaution, we ought to add 
that of endeavouring to engage two or three nations to live together ; the clutaouas, 
for inllance, with the Hurtnis ; the Sakis with the Pouteouatamis alias Puants. If 
all thofe nations w’ho are embarked in a confederacy with us, would but a!p*co one with 
another, and put up their quarrels, they woukl give themfelvcs wholly to the hunting 
of beavers, which would tend to the enlarging of our commerce ; and befidcs, they 
would be in a condition of making one joint body, when the Iroquefe oflered to attack 
either one or the other. 

It is the interell of the Englilli to perfuade thefe nations that the French have nothing 
lefs in view than to deftroy them as foon as they meet with an opportunity; that the 
growing populoufncfs of Canada is a I’ufficient ground of alarm, that they ought to 
avoid all commerce with the French, for rear of being betrayed in any way whatfoever ; 
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and the rebuilding of barks for that lake, 
is to them a thing of the lall importance, by reafon that the French might in four-and- 
iwenty hours make a defeent from thence to their villages, and carry ofi' their ancient 
men, their women, and their children, at a time when the warriors might be engaged 
in the hunting of beavers ; that they would promote their own interell by wfagin^ war 
with the French from time to time, by ravaging the feignories and fettlernents in tbE 
upper part of the country, in order to oblige the inhabitants to abdicate the colony, and to 
difeourage thofe who would othefwife remove out of France, and fettle in Canada ; and 
in fine, that in time of peace it would be very proper to Hop the coureurs de bois at the 
catarafts of the Outaouas river, and to feize the arms and ammunition that they carry to 
this favages upon the lakes, ^ * 

Fariner, 
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Farther, if the. Englilh would purfue their meafures to the heft advantage, they ought 
to engage 'the Tfonontouans or the Goyoguans to go and fettle upon the banks of the 
l^jke Erri^, near the mouth of the river of Conde j and at the fame time they ought to 
build a fort there, with fome long barks or brigantines : for this is the mod convenient 
and advantageous pod of all that country, and that for an infinity of reafons whicljli am 
obliged to conceal. Befides this fort, they fhould build* another at the mouth of the 
River*' des Francois; and then it jvould be abfolulely impoffible for the coureurs de 
bois to reach the lakes. 

They ought likewife to engage the favages of Acadia in their intereft ; which they 
may do with little charge. The planters of New England fhould mind this, as well' 
as the fortifying of the ports in which they fifh their cod. As for the fitting out 
of fleets to deftroy the colony, I would not advife the Engliih to give themfelves that 
trouble ; for fuppofing they were alfured of fuccefs, it is but fome places that can be 
reckoned worth the while. 

To conclude, I muft.fay the Englifh in thefc colonics are too carelcfs and lazy; the 
French courcurs do bois are much readier for enterprizes, and the Canadefearc certainly 
more vigilant and more aftive. It behoves the inhabitants of New York to enlarge their 
fur trade by well concerted enterprizes ; and thofe of New England, to render the cod 
fifliing more beneficial to the colony, by taking fuch meafures'^ as many other people 
would, if they were as advantageoufly fcated. I do not intend to fpeak of the limits of 
New France and New England, for they were never well adjufted ; though indeed it 
would feem that in feveral treaties of peace between thefc two kingdoms, the boundaries 
were in a manner marked out in fome places. Whatever is in that matter, the decifion 
of it is too nice a point for one that cannot open his mind w’ithout pulling an old houfc 
upon his head. 


A TABI.E EXPLAINING SOME U'ERMS. 


A 

ASTROLABE is a maibematical inilruiiicnt that 
can fcarcc be ufvd in ibe ocean by rcafon of ihc 
waves. Tlicrc arc tw*) ft»rts of llit-m. The firft 
are made ufe oi by Eail-India maiUrsi at a time 
when the fca is as fmooib as ibc face of a loukin^- 
glafs. 'J bis fort is ferviccablc in taking the 
ficigbt of the fun, by the incans of two little pins, 
which are bored l^o as to have two dioptrick per- 
forations, that fcivc to condufl the rays of light 
to that luminary. The latter are fuch as the 
mathematicians commonly make ufc of for aftro- 
Domical obfervations, and are fnrni(hed with 
azimuths, almucantaras, loxodromick tables, and 
tlie concentrick and excentrick tables of ibe 
fphere. 

B 

Sanh of NewfoundtamJ, or bank in general, is a lifing 
ground in the fca, which (hoots like a hat beyond 
the other brims. The bank of Newfoundland 
has thirty or fovty fathom water, and is paved 
with cod*fi(h«f^ 


Bqfin^ is a head of ftagnating water, not unlike a 
pool or lake. 

Bouteux figiiifies little nets belaggcd to the end of a 
flick. The fiihcrmen make nfe of them to catch 
fifli upon a fandy ground, and efpccially cels, upon 
the lide of St. Laurence river. * 

Bouts de ^ivres are nets not unlike bouteux, which 
ferve for the fame ufe. 

Breaking gnund iignifics the weighing anchor and 
putting to fca. 

Brigatitine, a fmall vcfTcl of one deck, built of light 
wood, which plies both with oars and fails. It is 
equally (harp at prow and poop, and is built for 4 
quick failcr. 

C 

Calumet in general (ignifles a pipe, being a Norman 
word, derived from chalumeau. The favages do 
not underfland this word, for it was introduced to 
Canada by the Normans when they fird fettled 
there ; and nas flxll continued in ufe amongft t)if 
French planters. The calumet or pipe is called 

a 2 ill 
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in the Iroqiiefe langnage gaoondaocj and by the 
other favage nationB poagan. 

Canadefe or Canadam^ are the natives of Canada, 
fprung from a French father and mother. In 
.i^^fiands of South America, the natives born of 
1 ||k parents are called Creoles. 
Ca^^d^efpada^ a Gafeogne title which the people 
of that province gave in former times by way of 
irony to the members of the fuprenie council of 
Canada, becaufc the iirii couiifeliors wore neither 
robe nor fword, but walked very gravely, with a 
cane in their haiids^ botli in the city of Qiiebcc, 
and in the hall. 

Cajja fignilies a club, or a head*breakcr : the 
lavages call it affan ouilick, uidUck Ggnifying the 
head, andafTan to break. 

Channel is a fpacc of pretty deep water, between two 
banks, or between two (hores Commonly the 
channels arc inclofed by flats, and for tliat reafon 
buoys or mails are fixed upon them, in order to 
dircdl the pilots, who fleer cither by thefe marks, 
or by founding, for they would run the rifque of 
loofing their (hips, if they did not keep cxa£l!y 
to the channel. 

Coqfi ahiigf fee Sweep. 

Cmfafs nf Variation, It is larger than the or- 
dinary compafTes, and ferves to point out the 
inequal motions of the needle, whch leans always 
to the north-eafl in the other liemifphere, whereas 
it flill plies to the north -wtfl iu this, 1 mean on 
this fide the cquinodial line. The needle 
touched with the loadftone departs from the true 
north a certain number of degrees to the right and 
left ; and mariners coinpuce tlie degrees of its 
departure by the means of an aliifdada, and a 
thread which divides the glafs of the compafs into 
two equal parts, and fo fliews the variation of the 
needle at funfet, that being the true proper time 
for making the obfervation ; for at fun-rifing, 
and at noon, one may be deceived by refrac- 
tions, See. 

!^oureurj de JSoit^ i. e. Forcll Rangers, arc French 
or Canadefe, fo called from employing their 
whole life in the rough cxcrcifc of tranfporling 
merciiandi'/.e goods to the lakes of Canada, and 
to all the other countries of that continent, in 
order to trade with the favages ; and iu regard 
that they run in canoes a thoufand leagues up the 
country, notvvithilaiiding the danger of (iic fea 
and enemies, I lake it, they fbould rather be 
called coureurs de rifques, than courcurs dc bois. 

E 

EJdy^ or boiling water, is little watery mountains 
that rife at the foot of water-falls or cataracts, 
jull as we fee the water plays in the cillerns of 
water-works. 

a bank, is the Ihclving part of it that runs 
tteep like a wall. 


F 

Fathom^ among the French is the meafare ofiix feet. 
Feafi of ITniotit,. a term ufed by the Iroquefe to fig» 
tilfy the renewing of the alliance between the five 
Iroquefe nations. 

Flats^ are a ridge of rocks running under water from 
one llatioii to another, and riling within five or 
iix foot at lead of the fiirfacc of rhat«element, 
foitas to hinder (hips, barks, See. to float upon 
them. - . . , 

Freight^ fignifics in this book the cargo, though in 
other cafes it fignifics likewifc the iiiro or fare. 
Fvrl the Salhf fignifics the drawing tjicm up to a 
heap towards the topmail, not long ways as we 
do the curtains of a bed, but from below up- 
wards. This is done by two ropes, that draw up 
the fail as a llring does a purfe. 

• H 

Head Fart arc two round pieces of wood, reaching 
on each fide from one end of a canoe to the 
other. Thefe are the fupporters of the canoe, for 
the ribs and fpars arc made fail upon them. 

• r K 

Keel of a fhip, is a long piece of the flrongcfl wood, 
or at lead fevcral pieces joined together, to bear 
the great weight of all the other limber, 

Kitchi Oiima, is the general name for the governor- 
general of Canada among all the favages, whofc 
languages approach to that of the Algoiikins. 
Kitchi fignilies great, and Okima, captain. The 
lroqucfc«*and liuroiis call the governor-general 
Onnontio. 

L 

Latitude. Every body knows that it imports the 
elevation of the pede, or the diilance from a fixed 
point of the equator. 

Land carriage fignifics the tranfporting of canoes by 
land from the foot to the head ot a cataract, or 
from one river to another. 

Light Ships arc fucli as arc empty without any cargo^ 

P.% 

Poop i;? the ibrn or after-part of the fliip, in which 
the rudder is fixed. 

Precipice of a bank, fee Edge. 

Prow is the head or fore -part of a (hip, which cuts 
the water fird. 

J^mrter. Though the word quarter in a maritime 
fcnfcjs not well cxplaiuLd, J put the meaning of it 
to be this. The north quarter comprehends the 
fpace that lies between not th- wed and north-ead. 
The cad quarter runs from north- end to fouth-eaft. 
The fouth quarter comprehends tliat part of the 
heavens that falls between fouth-eadand fouth-wefl: 
and the well quarter extends from fouth-wefl to 
north-weft. 

at 
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R 

ReJUtlng of afliipi fignifies the repairing and drcfling 
ofitf and putting It into a condition to fail, by putting 
in new planks, caulking the feat&'s, See. 

Ribs of a Canoe, are much like thofe of a pink, 
only there is this differenccj that they line tlie canoe 
only on the infide from one head-bar to another, upon 
which they are inchafed. They have the thicknefs 
of three crowns, and the breadtli of four inches. 

Ritche^ an inftrument for fifhing refcnibliiig a bee- 
hive. 

S 

Scurv^t is a corruption of the ninfs of blood. 
There arc two forts of it ; one called the land 
feurvy, which lo^ds a man with infirmities that gra- 
dually bring him to his grave ; the other is the fea 
feiirvy, which infallibly kills a man in eight days 
unlcfs he gets aihore. 

i. e. row the 'wrong way, in order to ailid 
the ilcerfman to itcer the boat, and to keep the boat 
in the channel. 

Si/}oof» To (hoot a water-fall or cataract, implits 
the running a l>oat down tliefc dangerous precipices, 
following the itream of the witcr, and iteeriug very 
nicely. 

Slcd^er are a conveniency for travelling, built in an 
oblong quadrangular form, upon two pieces of wood, 
wiiicli are four feet long, and fix feet broad ; up<m 
the wood there are fcveral pieces of cloth or hide 
ii'Jled to keep the wind oif. Thefe two pieces of 
wood are very hard, and well fnioothcd, that they 
may Hide the better on fiiow or ice. * Such are tiie 
horfe fledges. But thole drawn by dogs arc open, 
and rti'iide of two little pieces of hard, fmooth, and 
ihining wood, which aic hall an inch thick, live feet 
long, Olid a foot and a half bread. 
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Spars f are little pieces of ctf ar wood, of thc thick- 
nefs of a crown, and the breadth of three inches, 
and as long as they can be made. They do the 
famefervice to a canoe, that a good lining does to a 
coat. 

StauJ in for LanJ^ fignifies to fail dIriiHKbwards 
it. ^ 

Stterajhlp^ imports the managing of a (hip by the 
means of a rodder, (as we do a horfe with a bridle) 
when there is wind enough to work her ; but if 
there be no wind, a (hip is more unmovcable than a 
gouty peifbn in an elbow-chair. 

Sivm a tide or the current of a river, i. c. to fail 
agaiiiil the current, or to fteer for the place from 
whence the tides or currents come. 

Strife^ to llrike the fails or flag fignifies the lower- 
ing ol them, whether it be to fubmit to an enemy, 
or by rcafon of high winds. 

Snveep a coalt, fignifies to fail along the coaft fide 
at a rcafoiiable difiance. 

T 

7op^naUafit-mqfls are two little mails fet upon the 
two lup-malts, and have two fails fitted for them. 

fails arc two fails fitted for the two top malls, 
which (land diredlly above the two great mafis. 

Traverfe^ 'I’o traverfe fignifies failing zigSEagi or 
from fide to fide as a drunken man reels, when the 
wind is contrary, for then they are obliged to tack 
fometimes to the right and fometimes to the left, 
keeping as near to the w’ir.d as they can, in order to 
make wljat way they can, or at Icall to prevent their 
lofing ground. * 

Tree of Peace^ a fymbolick metaphor for peace 
itfcif. 
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TRAVELS INTO NORTH AMERICA ; 

CONTAINING 

ITS NATURAL HISTORY, AND A CIRCUMSTANTIAL ACCOUNT OF ITf 
PLANTATIONS AND AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL. 

WITH THE ' 

Civil, Ecclefiqjlkal, anti Commercial Jlate of the Country, the Manners of the Inhahilanis, and fctterai 
curiout and important Remarks on various Snljecls, 

BY PETER KALM, 

FrofciTor of Oeconomy in the Univerfity of dlo in Swedilli Finland, and Member of the Swedifc 

Royal Academy of Sciei^ces. 


Tranfl.ved into Englifn by John Reinhold Forster, F. A. S. 


THE PREFACE. 

P ROFESSOR KALM’s Travels through North Ammca, were originally written 
in the Swedifh language, but foon after tranflatcci into Gennaii by the two 
Murray’s, both of whom are Swedes, and one a pupil of Dr. Linnaeus, from which 
we may conclude that this tranilation correfponds exactly with the original. 

Baron Sten Charles Biclkc, Vice-prefident of the Court of Juftice in Finland, was 
the firft who made a propofal to the Royal Acadeiny of Sciences at Stockholm, to 
'end an able man to the northern parts of Siberia and Iceland, as places which are 
jartly under the fame latitude with Sweden, and to make there fuch obfervations and 
:olleftions of feeds and plants, as would improve the SweJifli huibandry, gardening, 
nanufadiures, arts and fciences. Dr. Linntcus found the propofal juft, but he 
bought that a journey through North America would be yet of a more extenfive 
itility, than that through the b^efore-mentioned countries ; for the plants of Ame- 
•ica were then little knowni and not fcientifically deferibed ; and by fcveral trials, 
t feemed probable that the greateft part of the North American plants would 
year very well the Swedifti winters ; and what was more important, a great many 
A.merican plants promifed to be very ufcful in hulbandry and phyfic. 

Thus far this journey was a mere fcheme ; but as Captain Triewald, a man well 
uiown for his abilities in England, gave his Obfervations on the Cultivation of Silk 
in a ferles of Memoirs to the Royal Academy of Sciences, and mentioned therein a 
land of mulberry-tree, which was difeovered by Dr. Linnaeus, and which bore the 

* From the Second Edition, London tyys, a vob. 8vo. 

rigours 
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rigours of the SRredifli climate as well ^ a fir or pine tree ; this circumftanee revived 
the propofel of fuch a journey in the year 1745. Count Tcflin, a noblepan of 
eilablilhcd 'merit both i^ the political and learned world, becoming preAdent of the 
Royal Academy, it was unanimoufly agreed upon to fend Profeffor Kalm to North 
America. The expences were at ArA a great obAacle ; but the Royal Acade||||| wrote 
to the three univerAties to aAift them in this great and ufeful undertaking. Aobo fent 
ArA her fmall contribution, Lund had nothmg to fpare, but Upfala made up this de* 
Aciency bv a liberal contribution. 

Count Piper was entreated to give a Aimily exhibition to Mr. Kalm, which he 
readily proinifed ; but as the academy had obtained from the convocation of the 
university of TJpfala and the magiftrates of Stockholm, another exhibition of the 
family of Helmsfield for Mr. Kalm, Count Piper refufed to grant his exhibition, as 
being contrary to the Aatuies of tlic univerfity and without any precedent; that one 
perfon fliould ei.joy two exhibitions. The prefent King of Sweden being then Prince 
Royal, fucerffor to the throne, and chancellor of the univerfity, wrote to the convoca- 
tion, and expreffed'his withes to have from the treafury of the univerfity for fo ufeful 
a purpofo, about onethouliind plates, or about one hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 
The univerfity cosnplied gencroufly with the defire of her chancellor, and gave orders 
that the money Aiould be paid to the Royal Academy. The board for promoting 
manufaclures gave three*hundred plat(!S, or about forty-five pounds, Mr. Kahn fpent 
in this joumey his falary, and befidcs very near one hundred and thirty pounds of his 
own fortune ; fo that at his return he found hiinfelf obliged to live upon a very fmall 
pittance. 'Ihe refl of the expences t lie academy made up from her own fund. 

We on purpofc have given this detail from Mr. Kahn’s long preface, to fitew the 
reader with what public Ipirit this journey has been fupported in a country where mo- 
ney is I'o I'carci', and what a patriotic and laudable ardimr for the promotion of fcionces 
ill general, and cipecially of natural hiftory and hufbandry, animates the univerfities, 
the public boaids, and even the# private perfons, in this cold climate, which goes fo 
far, that they chul'e rather to fpend their own private fortunes, than to give up fo^bene- 
Acial and ufeful a fcheine. We have the fame inftance in Dr. Flaifelquift, who wijh a 
fiekly and confuinptivc confiitution, went to Alia Minor, Egypt, and PalcAine, and 
collefted fuch great riches in new plants and animals, that Dr. Linnatus’s fvAem would 
never have coniaincil fo many fpecics, had he not made ufe of thel'e treafures, which 
the Oucen of Sweden gencrouily bought, by paying the debts of Dr. HaAclquiA, who 
died in his attempt to promote natural hiftory. The reverend Mr. Olbeck, in his voy- 
ar^c to China, made an infinite number of ufeful and interelling oijfervations at the 
expence of*1iis whole falary, and publilhed ihcm by ilic contributions of his pariOi. 
The revercnil Mr. Toreen died by the fatigues of the fame voyage, and left his letters 
publ idled along with Olbeck, as a monument of bis fine genius, and fpirit for pro- 
moting natural hiilory. We here look u.pon the expencv s as trifling, but they arc not 
fo in Sweden, and therefore arc certainly the bed monuments to the honour of the 
nation and the great Linnaeus, who in rclpccl to natural hiltory is the primiim mobik 
of that country. 

Profelfor Kahn having obtained leave of bis Maj 'fly to be abfent from his poft as 
profeffor, and having got a paffport, and rixoimnendations to the feveral Swedifh 
miniffers at the courts of London, Paris, Madrid, and at the Hague, in order to ob- 
tain paffports for him in their rerpedfive dates, fet out from Upfala, the 16th of 
OAober . 1747 » accompanied by Lars Yungdroem, a gardener well fkilled in the 
Icno wledgl^of plants and mechanics, and who had at the fame time a good hand for* 

drawing 
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drawi^i;^ whom he tdok into his fervipe. He thenfet fail from* C^heidmt|gbr.<^ 
nth of iiecember, but a violent hurricane obliged the Ihip he was in to take 
in the harbour of Groemftad in Norway, from which plaqo he made excuriionif to 
Arendal end Chriftianfand. He went again to fea February the Sth, 1748, and a^** • 
rived a^||<ondon the 17th of the fame month. He.ftaid in England till Auguli 151b, 
in which interval of time he made excurlions to Woodford in Eflex, to "Little Gad- 
ddden in Hertfordfliirc, where William Ellis, a man known by his publication^in 
hulbandry, lived, but whofc prafticai hufbandry Mr. Kahn found not to be equal to the 
theory laid down in his writings ; he likewife faw Iviughoe in Buckinghamihire, Eton, 
and fevernl other places, and all the curiofities and gardens in and about London : at 
laft he went on board a Ihip, and traverfed the ocean to Philadelphia in Penfylvania, 
which was formerly called New Sweden, where he arrived September the 26th. The 
reft of that year he employed in collcfting feeds of trees and plants, and fending them 
Up to Sweden ; and in feveral excurfionsin the environs of Philadelphia. The winter 
he pafied among his countrymen at Raccoon in New Jerfey. The next year, 1 749, 
Mr. Kalm went through New Jerfey and New York, along the river Iludfon, to Al- 
bany, and from thence, after having croffed the lakes of St. George and Champlain, 
to Montreal and Quebec, he returned that very yetir, againil winter, to Philadelphia, 
and fent a new cargo of feeds, plants, and curiofities to Sw eden. In the )'car 1750, 
Mr. Kalm faw the weftern pans qf Penfylvania and the coal? of New Jerfey; Yung- 
itroem ftaid in the former province all the fummer for the coliedion of feeds ; and 
Profeflbr Kalm in the mean time pafled New York and the Blue Mountains, went to 
Albany, then along the river Mohawk to the Iroquefe nations, where he got abquaintcd 
with the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tulkaroras, Onandagas, and Kayugaws. He then 
viewed and navigated the great lake Ontario, and fawthe celebrated fall at Niagara, 

In his return from his fummer expedition, he eroded the 'Blue Mountains in adiilcrcut 
place, and in Odober again reached Philadelphia. 

In i75t, he went at Newcaftle on board a fliip •for England, and after a p.'iflage, 
fubjed to many dangers in the mod: dreadful hurricanes, he arrived March the 27th, 
in the Thames, and two days after in London. He took padage for Gothenburghf 
May the 5th, and was the 16th of the fame month at the place of his dellination, and < 
ibe 13th of June he again arrived at Stockholm, after having been on this ufeful expe- 
dition three years and eight months. He has fince adumed the profedurlhip at Aobo, 
wherci in a i’mall garden of his own, he cultivates many hundreds of American plants, 

- as there is not yet a public botanical garden for the ufe of the univerfity ; and he .with 
great cxpci^ation wilhes to fee what plants will bear the climate, and be^ good and 
ripe feeds fo farnorth. He publidied the account of his journey by intervals, for want 
of encouragement, and fearing the expences of publilbing at once, in a country where 
fety bookfellers are found, and w'here the author docs very often embrace the bufinefs 
of bookfeller, in order to rcimburfe hirafelf for the expences of his publication. A 
padage crofs the Atlantic ocean is a new thing to the Swedes, who are little ufed to it, 
unlefs they go in the few Eaft Intlia (hips of their country. Every thing therefore was 
new to Mr. Kalm, and he omitted no circumftance unobferved which arc repeated in 
all the navigators from the earlier times down to our own age. It would be a kind of 
injuftice to the public, to give all this at large to the reader. All that part deferibing 
England and its curiofities and hufbandry we omitted. The particulars of the padfa^^ 
from England to Penfylvania wc abridged : no circumftance interefting p> mttural hlr« 
tpry or to any other partof literature ha8.ibeen omitted. From his arrival atP|pRd<dphia 
v«ve give the original at large, except wheril we onutted lome triflifig chctiiitftances, 
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' which raruck ttetSwed^ gentleman widi their novelty^ : ' 

1^ Kfilm ini^KS t^e of ^the Swedilh meafure ; its foot is to the Eiigliih foo^% 
i i^ io 1350. For his meteorological obfervidons he employed the thcrmom^cif^^- 
Pr^elbr CeUius, generally made ufe of in Sweden* and his was of Ceirm8jj||bilb' 
making; the interval from the point of freezmg to the point of boiling, wati^* is 
eqna|i|y divided in this thermometer into one hundred parts. In the names of plantti*^ 
we have chiefly employed after his diredions the Linnsean names* in the lail edition of 
his Spec. Plantarumt and Syfiema Natura^ vol. ii. But as his defcriptions of animals* 
plants, and minerals are very fliort, he promifes to give them at large fome time hence ' 
Latin work. 

ie gives you his obfervations as they occurred day after ^day, which makes him a 
ful lielater, notwithftanding it takes away all elegance of ffyle, and often occafibns 
to make very fudden tranfitions from fubjefts very foreign to one another, 
t lall he arms himfelf with a very noble indifference againff the cridcifm of feveral 
>le, founded on t^e great aim he had in view by his performance, which was 
sfs than public utility. This he looks upon as the true reward of his pains and 
nces. 

he map, and drawings of the American birds and animals were not in the orig inal, 
:opied f^om original drawings, and real, birds and animals from North America. 

find it neceuary here to mention* that as many articles in Mr. Kalm’s travels 
ired illuilrations, the publiiher has taken the liberty to join here and there fome 
s, which are marked at the end with F. The other notes not thus marked were 
ly communicated by the publilher’s friends. 


PETER KALM’S TRAVELS. 

A ugust the 5th, 1748, I with my fervant Lars Yungftreem (who joined to his 
abilities as gardener, a tolerable {kill in mechanics and drawing) went at Gravef- 
end on board the Mary gaily. Captain Lawfon, bound for Philadelphia ; and though 
it was fo late as fix o'clock in the afternoon* we weighed anchor and failed a good way 
down the Thames before we again came to anchor. 

Aug. 6th. . Very early in the morning we refumed our voyage, and after a few 
hours failing we came to the mouth of the Thames, w'here we turned into the channel 
and iailed along the Kentifh coaft, which confifts of fteep and almolt perpendicular 
dialk hills, covered at the top with fome foil and a fine verdure, and inokuling ftrata 
of flints, as it frequently is found in this kind of chalk hills in the reft of England ; and 
We were delighted in viewing ont hem excellent com fields, covered for tlie greateft , 
part widi wheat, then ripening. . ' 

Af fix o’clock at night, we arrived at Deal, a- little well known town, fituateat the 
crntraiice of a bayr expofed to the fouthem and eafterly winds. Here commonly the 
outwa^l^bound ibi^s provide themfclvcs with greens, frefii viduals, brandy, and many 
’’BSKwe'iiirticlesi trade, a fiihery, and in the |aft war the equiriping of privateers, 

haseifndibd * . 
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where they fihd i^wdXiriw em^ ity ^e j^eo^e)# 

of the log worms, orfea worms, (lumbrici marini Lihh,)^ho live ih the>hbl^ Te^og 
to tbeCe hiliocke, fometimes eighteen inches deep, and they are then dug out with a 
foiaU^ree-tacked.iron fork, and ufed as baits. 

^ Aug. gth. At three o’clock we tided down the channel, pafled Dover, and faw 
^inly the opinion of the celebrated Camden in his Britannia conhrnied, that Jiere 
England had been formerly joined to France and Flanders by an ifthmus. Both 
ihores form here two oppotite points ; and both are formed of the fame chalk hills^ 
which have the fame configuration, fo that a perfon acquainted with the Euglifh coafls 
and approaching thofe of Picardy afterwards, without knowing them to be fueji, would 
certainly take them to be iheEnglifh ones.* 

Aug. 9th — 1 2th. We tided and alternately failed down the channel, and pafitd 
Dungenefs, Fairlight, the Ifle of Wight, Portfmouth, the peninfula of Poriland and 
Bolthead, a point behind which Plymouth lies ; during all which time we had very 
little wind. 


Aug. 13th. Towards night we got out of the Engliili channel into the Bay of 
Bifcay. , 

Aug. 14th. We had contrary wind, and this incrcafed the rolling of the lliip, for 
it is generally remarked that the Bay of Bifcay has the g\eatell and broadeft waves, 
which are of equal fize of thofe between America and Europe ; they arc commonly 
half an Englifh mile in length, and have a height proportionable to it. 'I'he Baltic and 
the German ocean has on the contrary Ihort and broken waves. 

Whenever an animal is killed on board the fhip, the I'uilors commonly hang fp i pe 
iirefh pieces of meat for a while into the fea ; and it is faid, it then keeps belter. 

Aug. 15th. The fame fwell of the fea ftill continued, but the waves began to 
fmooth, and a foam fwimming on them was faid to forebode in calm weather a con- 
tinuance of the fame for fome days. 

About noon a north-eallerly breeze fprung up, and in the afternoon it blew more, 
wad this gave us a fine fpedacle ; for the great waves rolled the water in great fiieets, 
in one direftion, and the north-eafterly wind curled the furface of thefo waves quite 19 
another. By the beating and dalhing of the waves againft one another, with a raorq 
than ordinary violence, we could, fee that we palled a current, whofe direction the 
captain could not determine. 

Aug. 16th — 2 1 ft. The fame favouVable breeze continued to our great comfort and 
amazement, for tb.e captain obferved that it was very uncommon to meet with an eaft- 
erly ornorih-eafterly wind between Europe and the Azores (which the fuilors call the 
Weftern Illands) for more than two days together ; for the more common wind is Uctc 
a wefterly one; but beyond the Azores they find a great variety of winds, efpccially 
about this time of the year ; nor do the wefterly winds continue long beyond thefe 
illes ; and to this it is owing, that when navigators have paffed the Azores, they think 
they have performed one-half of the voyage, although in reality it be but one-third 
‘part. Thefe illes come feldom in fight ; for the navigators keep off them, on account 
of the dangerous rocks under water furrounding them. Upon ubfervation and 
parifun of the journal, we found that -we were in forty-three degrees twenty-four 
minutes north latitude, and thirty and a half degrees weft longitude from LondqfB. 


* The fame opinion hat been confirmed by Mr. BjulToja in hit Hift. 
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a Wind } and VJboii iny. en(in£ring inw the i^ons of his fet. „ 

;. w|i$ (iii^uhty, he pointed at fome clouds ih the Ibuth-weft, Whofe pants to 
Wii^s horth>ea(t, and'faid they were occafioned by a wind fk>m the opppfite'^ai^.' 
At this time I was told we were about half way to Penfylvania. ' t “ ■ 

Aug. a3d. About feven o'clock in the nxoming the expelled fouth-weli wind 
fprttng up, and foon accelerated our cottrfe fo much that we went at the rate of ei^t 
luiots an hour. 

Aug. a4th. The wind fliifted and was in our teeth. We were tdld by fome of the 
' crew to exped a little ftorm, the higher clouds being very thin and ftriped and fcat- 
tered about the Iky like parcels of combed wool, or fo many Ikains of yam, which they 
Paid forbodc a (torm. 'I'hefe (Iripcd clouds ran north*well; and fouth-eaft, in theadi’ 
rcclion of the wind we then had. Towards night the wind abated and we had a per- 
fe£t calm, which is a fign of a change of wind. 

Aug. 25th and 26th. A weft wind fprung up and grew ftronger and (Ironger, fo 
that at laft the waves wafted our deck. ^ 

Aug. 27th. In the morning we got a better wind, which went through various 
points of the compafs, and brought on a ftorm from north-eaft, towards night. 

Our captain told me an obfervation founded on long experience, viz. that though 
the winds changed frequently in the Atlantic ocean, efpecially in fummer time, the 
"molt frequent, however, was the weftern ; and this accounts for the paflkge from Ame-^ 
rica to Europe commonly being ftorter than that from Europe to America. BefideS 
this, the winds in the Atlantic during fummer are frequently partial, fo that a ftonn 
may rage on one part of it, and within a few miles of the place little or no ftorm at all 
may be felt. In winter the winds are more conftant, cxtenftve, and violent ; fo that 
the fame wind reigns on the greater part of the ocean for a good while, and caufes 
greater waves than in fummer. 

Aug. 30th. As I had obferved the night before fome ftrong flaftes of lightening ' 
without any fubfequent clap of thunder, 1 enquired of our captain, whether he could 
. aflign any reafons for it. He told me thefe phenomena were pretty common, and the 
^ confequence of a preceding heat in the atmofphere ; but that when lightenings were 
obferved in winter, prudent navigators were ufed to reef their fails, as they 'are by 
fign certain of an impendent ftorm ; and fo likewife in that feafon, a cloud rifingirona 
the north'Weft is an infallible forerunner of a great tempeft. 

Sept. 7th.' As we had the firft day of the month contrary wind, on the fecond it 
Shifted to the north, was again contrary the third, and hur the fourth and fol- 
lowing days. The fifth w'e were in forty degrees, three minutes, north latitude, and 
between fifty-three and fifty-four degrees weft longitude from London. 

Befides the common waves rolling with the wind, we met on the fourth and fifth 
;;J^ant with waves coming from fouth-weft, which the captain gave as a mark o£ a 
;'ibnner ftorm from that quarter in this neighbourhood. 

' Sept. fith. Wc crofted by a moderate wind, a fea with the bigheft waves we met'on 
; ^ whole pa&ge, attributed by the captain to the divifion between the great ocean alld 
inner American gulf; and foon tifter we met with waves greatly inferior to tbofe 
, we oWerved before. 

Sept. 9th, In the afternoon we remarked that in fome places the colour of the fea 
(which tutd bean hitherto of a deep blue) was changed into a paler hue ; fome of thefe 
ftjjjptswm ftri^ of twelve or fourteen ftthoms breadth, of a pale green colour^ -f 
Ilyich is fuppdi^ to be cau&d by fandi or, as fome fty, by the weeds uxidcr water \ 

'3 0 a Sept, ^ 
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whlt^iV^ia&eS^ to' be a Spao^-'ori^^j otiiir fear' was'^ery 

l^e ii^]i« a£|w our amval at Philadelphia^ the fame arrive, and fadtrd idb^j^ej 

fedhg us, had been under the fame apprehenlions with ourfelves. > ^ . ? 

' ' Sei^ 1.3th. Captain Lawfon, who kept his bed for the greater part of the voya^ 
on.accoont of an indifpofidon, aflured us yeilerday we were in all appearance very near 
jfiiihenca ': but as the mate was of a different opinion, and as the failom could fee no 
land from the head of the mail;, nor find ground by the lead, we fleered on direflly toi 
waids the land. * About three o’clock In the morning, the captain gave orders to heaye 
'the lead, and wc found but ten fathom ; the fecond mate himfelf took the lead, and 
.odled out ten and fourteen fathoms ; ' but a moment after the fhip ftruck on<he fand, 

. and this Ihock was followed by four other very violent ones. The confternation was 
incredible, and very juftly might it be fo j for there were above eighty perfons on 
board, and the fhip had but one boat : but happily our fhip got off again, after having 
been turned. At day*break, which followed foon after, (for the accident happened half 
an hour paft four) we faw the continent of America within a Swedifh mile before us ; 
thecoafl was whitifli, low, and higher up covered with firs. We found out, that the 
ftnd we ftruck on, lay oppofite Arcadia, in Maryland, in thirty-feven degrees, fifty 
ipinutes, north latitude. ^ 

. , We coafted the ibores of Maryland all the day, but not*being able to reach Cape 
Hinlopen, where we intended to take a pilot on board, wc cruized all night before the. 
bay of Delaware. The darknefs of the night made us expedl a rain, but we found that 
only a copious fall of dew enfued, which made our coats quite wet, and the pages of a 
book, accidentally left open on the deck, were in half an hour’s time after fuii-fetting 
likewifewet, and-we were told by the captain and the failors, that both in England and 
America a copious dew was commonly followed by a hot and (ultry day. 

Sept. 14th. We faw land on our larboard in the weft, which appeared to be low, 
white, fandy, and higher up the country covered with firs. Cape Hinlopen is a head 
of land running into the Tea from the weftern fliore, 'and has a village on it. The 
eaftem fhore belongs here to New Jerfey, and the weftern to Penfylvaniau The bay 
of Delaware has many fands, and from four to eleven fathom water. 

' The fine woods of oak, hiccory, and firs, covering both fhores, made a fine appear- 
mce, and were partly employed in fhip>building at Philadelphia ; for which purpofe 
svery year fome Englifh captains take a paffage in autumn to this town, and Superin- 
tend the building of new fhips during winter, with which they go to fea next fpring : 
md at this time it was more ufual than common, as'the French and Spanifh privateers 
lad taken many Englifh merchant fhips. / 

A little after noon we reached the mouth of Delaware river, ^whieh is here about 
^^ee Englifh miles broad, but dccreafes gradually fo much, ' that it is fcarcely a mile 
^oad at Philadelphia. 

Here we were delighted in feeing nowand then between the woods fome farm-houfes, 
furrounded with corn-fields, paftures well flocked with cattle, and meadows covered^’ 
with fine hay ; and more than one fenfe was agreeably affeded, when the wind broughti; 
to us the fineft effluvia of odoriferous plants and flowers, or that of the frefh mack 
bay : thefe agreeable fenfations and the fine feenery of nature on this continent, fo 
ililM to us, continued till it grew quite dark. /;;J 

I will return to fea, and give the reader a fhort view of the vari9i^|^t;iii:|^^ 
I)elp|idl3i|ff to natural hiftory, daring qur cf offing -.the;- pce^,. . V" 

.(Fiicus Lm.>'we'' faw, Au|^')'he^th: 'ind' -klild.^ie'h ' haww '' ' 
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^.h^faite cob^^ , the coiaift of America -\rithm the 

Sepfif^b^ the iith* we inec’'^ike«^e feveral fea->weed8, one fpedes> c^wi^- ^ 

o^ied by the failors rock>weed .; another kind looked like a ftring of pearls, and., alb* 
ther was white, about a foot long, narrow, every where equally wide and quite^lra^ 
Fibin Augufl: the 24th to September the i ith, we faw no other weeds but thofe cdi^ 
nionly going under the name of gulf-weed, becaufe they are fuppofed to come from tile 
Gulf of Florida ; others call it Sargazo, and Dr. Linnaeus, fucus natans. Its (talk is 
very (lender, rotuhdato-angulated, and of a dark green ; it has mafly branches, and 
each of them has numerous leaves difpofed in a row ; they are extremely thin, are fer« 
rated^ and a line or a line and a half wide, fo that they bear a great refemblance tq 
the leaves of Iceland mofs, their colour is a yellowiih green. Its fruit, in a great meU* 
fure, relcmblcs unripe juniper berries, is round, greenifh yellow, almoft fmooth on the 
dutfide, and grows under the leaves on (faort footftalks of two or three lines length ; 
under each leaf are frpm one to three berries, but I never have feen them exceed that 
number. Some berries were fmall, and when cut were quite hollow, and conhfted ol 
a thin peel only, which is calculated to commumcate their buoyancy to the whole plant. 
7’he leaves grow in proportion narrower, as they approach the extremities of the 
branches: their upper tides arc fmooth, the' ribs are on the under tides, and there 
likewife appear fmall roots^of two, three, or four lines Icngtli. I was told by bur 
mate, that gulf-weed, dried and pounded, was given in America to women in child- 
bed, and betides this, it is alfo ufed there in fevers. The whole ocean is as if it were 
covered with this weed, and it miilt alfo be in immenfe quantities in the Gulf of Florida, 
from whence ail this driving on the ocean is faid to come. Several little (hells, |>ointed 
like horns, and efebaro: or horn*wracks are frequently found on it : and feldom is there 
one bundle of this plant to be nlet with, which does not contain either a mitnUe (hrimp 
or a fmall crab, the latter of which is the cancer minutus of Dr. Linnaeus. Of thefe I 
collect'd eight, and of the former three, all which I put in a glafswith water: the little 
ihrimp moved as fwift as an arrow round the glafs, but fometinies its motion was (low, 
and fometimes it (tood (till on one tide, or at the bottom of the glafs. If one of tbe 
.little crabs approached, it was feized by its fore paws, killed and fucked ; for whicb 
rcafon they wore careful to avoid their fate. It was quite of the (hape of a (hrimp j la 
fwimming it moved always on one tide, the (ides and the tail moving alternately. It 
capable of putting its fore paws entirely into its mouth ; its antenna were in con- 
tinual motion. Having left thefe little (lirinips together with the crabs during night, 
i (bund in the morning all the crabs killed and eaten by the (hrimps. The former 
xrtoved when alive with incredible fwiftnefs in the water. Sometimes, when they were 
q^e at the bof^om ofithe glafs, with a motion fometbing like to that of a puceron or 
pbdura of Liimaus, they came in a moment to the furface of the water. In fwim< 
fflfeg they moved all their feet very clofe, fometimes they held them down as other 
do, fometimes they lay on their backs, but as Toon as the motion of their feet' 
ci^fed, they always funk to the bottom. The remaining (hrimps I preferved in fpiiit^, 
aitid the lofs of jpy little crabs was foon repaired by other fpecimens which are # 
jaleblilul in each of the Boating bundles of gulf-weed. For a more minute defetmtioia 
of which I muft refer the reader to another work I intend to publi(h. In fome places 
we faw a crab of the fize of the fift, fwimming by the continual motiim of its feet, 
wl4cb' ^ the atumal began immediately to fink. And one time 1 met 

WttiiCa ^!crawfi(h or lobfter, floating on the furface, of theTea. 

: ; ^ kinds ; Ae flift Udie medu&aurita 
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wbit^'ila^i; lili^ t)ne wch'diameter to ^lej^hesf 

i^lMg ^nd bnjttimng qudity; which other blubbers havet fu^: for inltapce. j^^^^^ 

W Norway, and in the ocean. Thefe we met chiefly m the c^imnel, and 

J^yofSifcay. 

v having crofled more than half of the ocean between Europe and America, we 
betel vrith a kind of blubber, which is known to failors by the name of the Spaniih or 
l^tugueze man of war ; it looks like a great bladder, or the lungs of a quadruped* 
.comprefled on both Tides, about fix inches in diameter, of a fine purple-red colour, and 
when touched by the naked ikin of the human body, it caufes a greater burning than 
any other kind of blubber. They are often overturned by the rolling of tbe waves, 
but they are again Handing up in an inftant, and keep the fharp or narrow fide uppermoft. 

Within the American gulf we faw not only thefe Spaniih men of war, but another 
land too, for which the failors had no other name but that of a blubber. It was of the 
ftze of a pewter plate, brown in the middle, with a pale margin, yvhich was in continual 
motion. 

Of the lepas anatifera Linn. I faw on the 30th of Augull a log of wood, which 
floated on the ocean, quite covered. Of infects I faw in the channel, when we were in 
fighrofthe Ifle of Wight, feveral white butterflies, very like to the Papilio Bralfica: Linn. 
>They never fettled ; and by their venturing at fo great a dilhncc from land they caufed 
us juft aftonilhment. 

^me common flies were in our cabbin alive during the whole voyage, and it cannot 
therefore be determined whether they were originally in America, or whether they 
came over with the Europeans. 

Of cetaceous fiih we met with porpeiTes, or as foine failors call them, fea-hogs* 
(delphinus phocasna Linn.) firft in the channel, and then they continued every where 
on this fide the Azores, where they are the only filli navigators met with ; but beyond 
thefe ifles they are feldpm feen, till again in the neighbourhood of America we faw them 
equally frequent to the very mouth of Delaware river. They always appeared,, in 
Ihoals, fom^p of which confifted of upwards of an hundred individuals ; their fwipoming 
was very fwift, and though they often fwam along fide of our Ihip, being taken as it 
were with the noife caufed by the Ihip cutting the waves, they however foon outwent 
her, when they were tired with ftaring at her. They are from four to eight feet long, 
have a bill like in lhape to that of a goofe, a white belly, and leap up into the air fre- 
quently four feet high, and from four to eight feet in length j though their fnormg 
indicates the effort which a leap of that nature cofts them. Our failors made many 
yw attempts to ftrike one of them with the harp iron from the forecaftle, when they 
came within reach, but their velocity always eluded their Ikill. 

Another cetaceous fifli, of the dolphin kind f, with which we met, is call^ by the 


* The nime of poipclTe it certainly derived from the name Porcopefee, given to this genus by the Its* 
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name. 

French ^ ^ 

likewife the Slavonian nations have their Swinia Morikaya. Whether this oonfeut arifel from tiie[/m^g 
the hmd at the bottom of the fea in quell of fand.eeb and fea-wurms like fwiue, or from the vaft qtuwdtr 
, Ilf lard furrounding their bodies, is uncertain. F. 

Mr. Katm is certainly miftaken in reckoning the bottle-nofe amongft the Dolphin kihdvi it ^ no 
tiitb in its mouth at all the filhofthat elaft have, and therefore belongs to the firll order cl ihe, whales, nr 
UM that are without teeth. See Mr, Pennant’s Britiib Zoology, vol. Hi. p. 43., whm beak* : 

very iwll dcfcribedi* drawing, la th| C9q?^«^ry ti4)le, m k wniM not 
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&|(en. ' ilwfe filh Mre^very targe, tmd . fome fully 
' ^{>& iand iiBuiii^ of tumbling and fwimming, make them nearly 

to pto’^fles* In^ are to be met witli every whm in the ocean from the cbi 
the' very neighbourhood of America. , 

One whale we faw at a diftance, and knew it by the water whUih it fpouted up. . 

' A dog-fi(h of a confiderable fize followed the ftip for a little while, but it was fodja 
OQt'of fight, without our being able to determine to which fpecies it belonged : this wap . 
only (Artilaginous iifli we faw on the whole paiTage. 

Of the boney hfli, we faw feveral beyond the Azores, but never one on this fide of . 
thofe ifles; one of them was of a large fize, and we ikw it at a diftance; the failora 
called it an albecor, and it is Dr. Linnaeus’s fcomber thynnus. 

The dolphin of the Englifii is the dorado of the Portuguefe, and Dr. Linnaeus calls 
it coryphaena hippuris ; it is about two feet and a half long, near the head fix inches, 
deep, and three inches, broad ; from the head the dolphin decreafes on all fides towards 
the tail, where its perpendicular depth is one inch and a half, and its breadth hardly one 
inch. The colour of the back near the head is a fine green on a filver ground, but near 
the tail of a deep blue ; the belly is white, and fometimes mixed with a deep yellow, on 
the fides it has fome round pale brown fpnts. It has fix and not feven fins as was 
imagined ; two of them are on the bread, two on the belly, one at the tail extending to 
the anus, and one along the whole back, which is of a fine blue : when the fiih is juft ■ 
taken the extremities of the mod obtward rays in the tail were eight inches, one from ' 
another. Their motion w'hen they fwam behind, or along fide of the (hip, was very flow, 
and gave a fair opportunity to hit them with the harpoon, though fome are taken with a 
hook and line, and a bait of chicken bowels, fmall fifli, or pieces of his own fpecies, or 
the flying fiih, which latter ar’e their chief food ; and it is by their chafing them, that 
the flying fiih leave their element to find ihelter in one to which they are drangers. 
The dolphins fometimes leap a fathom out of the water, and love to fwim about caiks 
and logs of wood, that fometimes drive in the fca. They are eaten with thick butter, > 
wheif boiled, and fometimes fried, and aiford a palatable food, but rather fo^ewhat dry. 
in the bellies of the fiih of this fpecies which wc caught, feveral animals were found, 
viz. an odracion ; a little fiih with blue eyes, which was yet alive, being jud the mo- 
ment before i'watlowcd, and meafuring two inches in length; another little fiih; :a 
curious marine infect, and a dying fiih, all which not yet being damaged by digedion, 

I preferved in fpirits. 

The flying fiih (exocoetus volitans Linn.) are always feen in great flioals, fome- 
times of an hundred or more getting at once out of the water, being purfued by greater 
fifli, and chiefly by dolphins ; they rife about a yard, and even a fathom above the* 
vtoter in their flight, but this latter height they only are at, when they take their flight , 
fifptn the fop of a wave ; and fometimes, it is faid, they fall on the deck of iliips. The 
vgreated didance they fly is a good muiket iliot, ,and this they perform in lefs than h^ . 
fl£muiute*/time ; their motion is femewhat like that of the yellow-hammer, (Emb^ij^ 
Citrinella Linn*) It is very remarkable that I found the courfe they took always to j)e 
S^nili the wind, and though I was contradiiled by the failors, who affirmed tMt 
we^at any diredion, I ncvorthelefs was confirmed in my opinion by a eareful dbferva- 
rioh .. during ' the whole voyage, according to which they fly condantly eUbier diredily 
or fomewhat in an oblique dired^ 

l^r. Pcaaiot** Brttiih Zotgogy.' toL iii. p. xBa., it th^beft aecoiiitt of tbit fifh to be met with ; and t 
w bit Britift Zio(dag7, . tUuflrated by plates and brief ex|ilanatibnt| iyidpte xUv.; a good and cxaA drawing 
dw upper figure repiefeating it io front, the luwer fidewayk F. 
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j(aHed;;5<iioiii(rif (^oiijber Felay^-::Ui^i'^;||i^ 

A^'ji i. : ftiialW ’^ich chstfe 

cafiSwejf ^beca^ ' they were all fwimming clofe in a body : tint tliey aiwa^ of 

the.Yaach.of fh]i£>harpoons. ,y"?4;!;. ' 

n ~ animls, or reptiles > we met twice with a turtle, one of which was 

the other fmm without taUng notice of our fliip : both were of two feet 

y BiHs are pretty frequently feen on the ocean, though aquatic birds are more cotn« 
fnon than land birds. . 

- Petrel (Procellaria Pelagica Linn.) was our companion from the channel to the 
mom of America. ^ Flocks of this bird were always about our fhip, chiefly in Jthat part 
nf the fea, which being cut by the fhip, forms a fmooth furface, where they frequently 
feem to fettle, though always on the wing. They pick up or examine every thing that 
lalls acadmtally from the fliip, or is thrown over-board : little filh feem to be their chief 
food • in day-time they are lllent, in the dark, clamorous ; they are reputed to forebode 
a_ norm, for which reafon the failors difliking their company, complimented them with 
^e natne of witches ; but they are as frequent in fair weather, without a ftorm follow- 
mg their appearance. To me it appeared as if they ftaid fometimes half an hour and 
Ipugef under the waves, and the failors alTured me they did. They look like fwallows, 
and like them, they Ikim fometimes on the water. *■ 

The Shearwater (Procellaria PuiEnus Linn.) is another fea-bird, which we faw every 
whore on opr voyage, from the channel to the Amefican coaflsj it has much the appear- 
ance and fize of the dark gray fea-gull, or of a duck ; it has a brown back, and com- 
monly a white ring round its neck, and a peculiar flow way of flying. We plainly faw 
fome of thefe birds feed on fifh. i J v j 

The Iropic Bird (Phaeton aethereus Linn.) has very 'much the lliape of a gull, but 
twa very miig fathers, which it 'has in its tail, diftinguifli it enough from any other 
bird } Its flight IS often exceedingly high: the firft of .this kind we met was at about 
xortydegreesnorth latitude and forty-nine or fifty degrees of weft longitude from London.; 

Cotnmor^^pulls (Larus canus Linn.) we faw, when we were oppofite the Land's £nd,l 
the. molt wefterly cape of England, and when, according to our reckodfhg, we wef 
oppofite Ireland. 

lems (Sterna hirundo Linn.) though of a fomewhat darker colour than the commo: 

A*i forty-tirft degree of north latitude and forty-feventh degre 

wit longitude from London, very plentifully, and fometimes in flocks of fome hundreds 
fometimes they fettled, as if tired, on our Ihip. 

. Within the American gulph we difeovered a fea-bird at a little dillance front th 
u!up» which the failors called a Sea-hen. 

1 2 nd then feen at fea, and fometimes at a good cl^ftance from an' 

land, m that it is often diflicult to account for their appearance info un^nmbn a place 
Augult the 1 8 th, we law a bird which fettled on our Ihip, and was p^^dly like th 
grrat utmoufe, (Paros major Linn.) upon an attempt to catch it, it^t behind th 
Culs, and could never be caught. 

« fome land-birds flying about our Ihip, which we tobkji. 

^d l^tms (Hirundo np^ Linn.) fometimes they fettled on. our fliip, or on/^e 
t Jhey were of a gr^Oi brown colour on thgir back, .thdr breaft whfte, ' ^ 

■^ewhat furcated ; a heavy fliower of rain drove thefca afterwardsAwayu VSepn 

iwry^i fwmUim#5Happt^»dhai>iii^^ 

Thpb; xaflaa ba^>^ fb% deg^ 

"f ’• ’ 'V Tietween 
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more thait nibe huiidi^ and twenty fea xml^l^ll^ 
any-' la^wiisdfoeve ■ 

Sejpt. ioth. Within the American gulph a large bird, which we took for an owl^y 
and ukewife a little bin), fettled on our fails. 

Se^i. lath. A wood-pecker fettled on our riggmg: its back was of a fpcckled 
grey, and it feemed extremely fatigued. And another land-bird of the pafierinc clals,: 

. endeavoured to take Ihelter and red on our diip. 

Before I entirely take leave of the fea I will communicate my obfervations on two 
CU170US phcenomcna. , - 

in the channel and in the ocean we faw, at night-time, fparks of dre, as if flowing 
on the water, efpecially where it was agitated, fomotimesone fingle fpark fwam for the 
fpace of more than one minute on the ocean before it vanifhed. The failors obferved. 
them commonly to appear during and after a dorm from the north, and that often the 
fea is as if it were full of dre, and that fomc fuch Ihining fparks w'oold likewife dick to 
the mads and fails. 

Sometimes this light had not the appearance of fparks, but looked rather like the 
phofphorefcence of putrid wood. 

The Thames water which made our providon of ffefli water, is reputed to be the 
bed of any. It not only fettled in the oak calks it is kept in, but becomes in a little 
time dinkiug, when dopped up ; however, this naufeous fmell it foon Jofes, after being 
dlled into large done jugs, and expofed to the open frclh air for two or three hours 
together. Often the vapours arifing from a calk which has been kept clofe and dopped 
up for a great while take dre, if a candle is held near them when the calk is opened ; 
and the Thames water is thought to have more of this quality than any other } though- 
I was told that this even happened with any other water in the fame circutndances. 

Now I can refume my narrative ; and therefore obferve, that wc afterwards failed on 
the river with a fair wind, pretty late at night. In the dawn of the evening we palTed 
fa|r Newcadle, a little town on the wedem fliorc of the river Delaware. It was already 
fo dark that we could hardly know it, but by the light which appeared through fotne;; 
of the windov^ The Dutch are faid to have been the drd founders of thisxplace,^ 
which is therefore reckoned the mod ancient in the country, even more ancient than- 
Philadelphia. But its triidc,can by no means be compared with the Philadelphia trade^' 
though its dtuation has more advantages in feveral rcfpc&s ; one of which is, that the 
river feldom freezes before it, and confcquently Ihips-can come in and go out at any 
time. But near Philadelphia it is almod every winter covered with ice, fo that navtga- 
lidn is interrupted for feme weeks together. But the country about Philadelphia and 
farther up, being highly cultivated, and the people bringmg all their goods to that 
plaee, Newcadle mud always be inferior to it. 

t mentioned that the Dutch laid the foundations of this town. This happene(|^at ' 
the-rime when this country was as yet fubje£k to Sweden. But the Dutch crept 
and -intended by degrees to difpodefs the Swedes, as a people who had taken podeffion '^ 
ofthrir property. They fuccccded in their attempt, for the Swedes not being able tQ 
bear^ith this encroachment, came to a war in which the Dutch got the better.. Bui ^ 
they ^ not enjoy the fruits of their victory long ; for a few years after, the Englidi 
came and deprived theih of their acquidtion^ and have ever fmee continued in the 
imdwbiri>ed ppj|efifon of th^ Somewhat later at night we cafo anchor, the 

pilot npt^ti^ag ,tp can^n thpiiliip up tlie river in , the dark, feveral fands being in 
the.way,'-'" , , 

jsin* 3 B • Sept. 
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|f%ej^i!a>‘hpi^^ wwe however pr^ty far afuhder. 'About iaght o’clock in rK©^ 

J»e fw^jby the little town of Cheft^, on the weftein fide bfthe river. In th.* *ww«, 
.^liir inaitey who was bom in Philadelphia, fliewed me the places which the Sw^es ^11 

. At laft we arrived in Philadelphia about ten o’clock in the morning. We had not 
^ been more than fix weeks, or (to fpeak more accurately) 'not quite forty-one days on 
our voyage from Gravefend to this place, including the time we fpent at Deal, in fup- 
plying ourfelves with the neceflary frelh provifions, &c. ; our voyage was therefiire 
s reckoned one of the fhortefl;, for it is common in winter-time to be fourteen or more 
Weeks in coming from Gravefend to Philadelphia. Hardly any body ever had a more 
.pleaiant voyage over this great ocean than we had; Captain Lawfon affirmed this 
fevend times, nay, he aflured us he had never feen fuch calm weather in this ocean, 
though he had eroded it very often. The wind was generally fo favourable that a 
boat of a middling fize might have failed in perfeft fafety. The fea never went over 
our cabin, and but once over the deck, and that was only in a fwcll. The weather 
indeed was fo clear that a great number of the Germans on board ilept on the deck. 
The cabin windows needed not the fhutters. All thefe are circumfiances which 
jOiow the uncommon goodnefs of the weather. 

Captmn Lawfon’s avility increafed the pleafure of the voyage. 

As foon as we came to the town and had caft anchor, many of the inhabitants came 
on board, to enquire for letters. They took all thofe which they could carry, either 
for themfelves or for their friends. ITiofe which remained, the captain ordered to be 
‘'carried on Ihore and left at a coffee-houfe ; by this means he was rid of the trouble 
of delivering them himfelf. I afterwards went on fhore with him ; but before 
he went, he firi3:ly charged the fecond mate to let no one of the German refugees 
out of the fhip, unlcfs he paid for his paflage, or fOmebody elfe paid for him, or 
bought him. 

On my leavmg London, I received letters of recommendation frpjj^Mr. Abraham 
Spalding, Mr. Peter CoUinfon, Dr. Mitchel, and others, to their lUnds here. It 
Was edfy for me therefore to get acquaintance. Mr. Benjamin Franklin, to whom 
Fenfylvania is indebted for its welfare, and the learned world for many new difeoveries 
in eleflricity, was the firit who took notice of me, and introduced me to many of his 
friends. He gave me all neceflary inftruflions, and (hewed me his kindnefs on many 
occafions. 

I went ito-day, accompanied by Mr. Jacob Bengfton, a member of the Swedifh coii- 
,fifl;pry, and the fculptor Guftavus Heffelius, to fee the town and the fields which lay 
before it. (The former is brother to the Rev. Meffrs. Andrew and Samuel Hcllelius, 
both minifters at Chriltiana in New Sweden, and of the late Dr. John HclTelius in the 
provinces of Nerik and Werraeland). My new friend had followed his brother Andrew 
m 171 1 to this countr)', and had fince lived in it. I found that I was now come into 
a new world. Wh^ver I looked to the ground, I every where found fuch plants as 
l had never feen before ; .whcnl fawa tree, I was forced to (fop, and a(k thofe who 
accompanied s|ie,-^how it was called. The firft plant which (Iruck my eyes was an 
llt^opogon, or a kuid.jo£ grafs ; and grafs is a part of botany 1 always deljl^ted in. 
frized with terror at the thought of ranging fei many new and nid^Wh parts 
hiftory. At m I pnly the ipore 

i At 
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: per week m Penfylvania currency. 

were to be paid for befides. n . 

, Qept. the i6th. Before I proceed I muft give a Ihort defcription of Philadelphiii^ 
which I fltall frequently mention in the fequel of my travels. I here put down 
feVeia! particulars which I marked during my ftay at that place, as a help to tof r 


inemor}'. 

Philadelphia, the capital of Penfylvania, a province which makes part of what for* ' 
inerly was called New Sweden, is one of the principal towns in North America; and < 
next to Bofton the greatcft. It is fituatcd almoft in the centre of the Englifli colonieit«. 
and its lat. is thirty-nine deg. and fifty min. but its welt long, from London near, 
feventy-five deg. 

This town was built in the year 1683, or as others fay, in 1682, by the well-known 
quaker William Pen, who got this whole province by a ^rant from Charles the Second, 
King of England, after Sweden had given up its claims to it. According to Pen's 
plan, the town was to have been built upon a piece of land which is formed by the 
union of the rivers Delaware and Skulkill, in a quadrangular form, two Englilh miles 
long and one broad. The eallem fide would therefore have been bounded by the 
Delaware, and the weftern by the Skulkill. They had actually begun to build houfes 
on both thefe rivers, for eight capital ftreets, each two Englilh miles long, and fixteen 
lefler ftreets (or lanes) acrofs them, each one mile in length, were marked out \<dth a 
confiderable breadth, and in ftraight lines. The place was at that time almoft an entire 
wilderneft covered with thick forefts, and belonged to three Swedilh brothers called 
Sven's Saener (fons of Sven) who had fettled in it. They with diificulty left the 
place ; the fituation of which was very advantageous. But at laft they were perfuaded 
: to it by Pen, who gave them a few Englilh miles from that place, twice the fpace 
country they^habited. However Pen himfelf, and his defendants after him, faavje 
cQnfiderabl]|||Hle ground belonging to them, by repeated menfurations, und^ 

pretence th^^ey had taken more than they ought. ' ^ \ 

But the inhabitants could not be got in fufficient number to fill a place of fucih 
extent. The plan therefore about the river Skulkill was laid afide till more favourable 
drcumftances fhould occur, and the houfes were only built along the Delaware. This 
river flows along the.eaftcm fide of the town, is of great advantage to its trade, and 
gives a fine profped. The houfes which had already been built upon the Skulkill 
tranfplanted hitherto by degrees. This town accordingly lies in a very plealant 
ipoqntry from north to fouth tdong the river. It meafures fomewhat more than an 
lEngliiA mile in length; and its breadth in fome places is half a mile or more. The 

S ound is flat and confifts of fand mixed with a little clay. Experience hasfhewh that ' 
e air of this place is very healthy. ' .1; 

; l^e ftreets are regular, fine, and moft of them are fifty foot, Englilh ineafv^ 
)^o^. i)uxh-ftreet meafures fixty-fix feet in breadth, and Market-ftreet, or t^U Jim* 
ftreet where the market is kept, near a hundred. Thofe winch run 
or from norfh to fbudi are feven, exclufiye of a little one, which runs alo^ &ei river, 
to snd is called 'V^ater-ftreet. The la^. whmh go ^kr^k, 

and to the Driawate to the $]NQull, ri^t in number. 

Tliey do not fteft, btft f^oin that ^ftion. AB 

3-d a the 
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thifj! (beets iirhidh are netreft to the tirer, run in a ^taight UiMi apd ittUce 

right angles at the interrcftions fome are paved, others are not, and it feato tefe 
aeceflOny (itiecf the ground is fandy, and therefore foon abforbs the wet. Buffi moO: 
of the ftreets is a pa\cment of flags, a failiotn or more broad, laid before the hoafes, 
and polls put on the outftde three or four fathom afunder. Under the roofs are gotteiTS 
which are carefully coime£tcd Viith pipes, and by this means, thofe who walk under 
them when it rains, or when the fnow melts, need not fear being wet by the dropping 
from the roofe. 

The houfis make a good appearance, are frequently fovcral (lories high, and built 
either of bricks or of (tune ; but the former are more commonly uied, fincc bricks arc 
made before the town, and are well burnt. The (lone which has been employed in the 
building of other houfes is a mixture of black or grey glimmer, running in undulated 
veins, and of a loofe, and quite fmall grained limeltune, which runs fcnttcred between 
the bendings of the other veins, and arc of a grey colour, excepting here and there foine 
(ingle grains of fund of a paler hue. The glimmer makes the grcaiefl part of the (lone, 
but the mixture is fometimes of another kind, as I (hall relate hereafter under the 
article, eleventh of O&ober. This (tone is now got in great quantitii s in the country, 
is eafily cut, and has the good quality of not attracting the muiflurc in a wet feafon. 
Very good lime is burnt e\ery where hereabouts for inalonry. 

I'he houfes are covered with (hingles. The w'ood for this purpofc is taken from the 
CapreflTus thyoides Linn, or a tree which Swedes here call the white juniper tree, and 
the Englifh, the white cedar. Swamps and morafles formerly were full of them, but 
at prefent thefe trees are for the grcatcll part cut down, and no attempt has as yet been 
made to plant new ones. The wood is very light, rots l(Ts than any other in this 
country, and for that rcafon is exceeding good for roofs, for it is no| too heavy for the 
walls, and will ferve for forty or fifty years together. ' But many people already begin 
to fear, that thefe roofs will in time be looked upon as having been very detrimental 
to^the city. For being fo very light, moll people who have built their houfe . of (lone 
or* bricks, have been led to make their walls extremely thin. But ai prefent this kind 
of wood is almoU entirely deftroyed. Whenever therefore in procef^of time thefe 
roofs decay, the people will be obliged to have rccourfc to the heaclP materials of 
tiles, or the like, which the walls will not be flrong enough to bear. I'he roof will 
therefore require fupports, or the people be obliged tq pull dowm the walls and to 
build new ones, or to take other flops for fecuring tliciu. .Several people have already 
in late years begun to make roofs of tiles. 

Among the public buildings I will firfl mention churches, of which there arc fevcral, 
for God is ferved in various ways in this country. 

I. The Englilh cllablifhed cliurch (lands in the northern part of the towm, at fomc 
didance from the market, and is the fined of all. It has a little inconfiderable 
fieeple, in which is a bdl to be rung when it is time to go to church, and cm burials. 

It has likewife a cluck which (Irikes the hours. This building wiiich is calk'd Chrid 
Church, was founded towards the end of the lad century, but has lately been rebuilt and 
more adorned. It has two miniders who get the greated part of their falafy from 
England. In the beginning of this cen(^jty, the Suedifh miuider the Rev. Mr. Rud- 
,iQann, pei formed thefundions of a clergyman to the Englijli.cohgregation for near two 
jfears, durii g the abfence of their own clergyman. t 
>*3* The Swodifh church, v^faicli is olberwile called the church of Weekacko, is on 
liu» fouthem part of the town, and almod withput it dn the river’s dde, «id iti fituarion 
ii iMMtore more agreeaule tbatvl^ ctf any other* I (haU have an opportunity of 
. 7 deferibing 
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V^i%i^'6eiiiian liU^ is fi4eof the town. 

riyil la America it had a little it ^eple,but that being put up by an ignorant arcbit^^ 
the walls of the church were quite dry, they leaned forwards by its w^J^ 
Arid therefore they were forced to pull it down again in the autumn of the year 17'^ 
About that time tne congregation received a fine organ from Germany. They h^ 
only oiie minifter, who likewife preaches at another Lutheran church in Germantown^; 
He preaches alternately one Sunday in that church, and another in this. The hrf| ' 
clergyman which the Lutherans had in this town, was the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, wbb 
.. lud the 4 >tia 4 ations of this church in 1743, and being called to another place < 
terwards, the Rev. Mr. Brunholz from Slefwick., was his fuc''.e(for, and is yet here* 

; Both thefe gentlemen were fent to this place from Hall in Saxony, and have be^ 
a great advantage to it by their peculiar talent of preaching in an edifying manner*' 
A little while before this church was built, the Lutheran Germans had no clergyman 
for themfelves, fo that the every-w here beloved Swedilh minifter at Weekacko, Mr, 
Dylander, preached likewife to them. He therefore preached three fermons every 
Sunday ; the firft early in the morning to the Germans ; the fecond to the Swedes ; 
and the third in the afternoon to the Englifh; and befides this, he went all the week 


into the country, and in(lrh£led the Germans who lived feparately there. He there- 
fore frequently preached fixteen fermons a>week. And after his death, which hap- 
pened in November 1741, the Germans firft wrote to Germany for a clergyman f<^ 
themfelves. This congregation is at prefent very numerous, fo that every Sunday 
the church is very much crowded. It has two galleries, but no veftry. They do 
not fing the collefts, but read them before the altar. 

4. The old Prefbyterian chuVeh is not far from the market, and on the fouth fide 
of Market-ftreet. It is of a middling fize, and built in the year 1704, as the inferip- 
lion on the northern pediment fhews. The roof is built almoft hemifpherical, or 
leaft forms a hexagon. The whole building (lands from north to fouth, for the Prefbyt^ "^ 

. rians'do not regard, as other people dp, whether their churches look towards a. cer^ 
tain ^int offp heavens or not. 

5. I he new Prefbyterian church was built in the year 1750, by the new-lights i 
the north'Weftern part of the town. By the name of new-lights, are underftood t^ 
people who have, from different religions, become profelytes to the well known; 
Whiteficld, who in the years 1739, 1740, and likewife in 1744 and 1745, travelled 
through almoft ail the Englifh colonies. His delivery, his extraordinary zeal, and . 
other talents fo well adapted to the intelleds of his hearers, made him fo popular that 
^ frequently, efpecially in the two firft years, got from eight thoufand to twenty 
tboufand hearers in the fields. His intention in thefe travels was to colle£l money 
for an orphans’ hofpital which had been erc£led in Georgia. He here frequently ; 
b^ltedled feventy pounds fterling at one fermon; nay, at two fermons which he 
‘preached in the year 1 740. both on one Sunday, at Philadelphia, he got an hundt^ 
tod fifty pounds. The profelytes of this man, or the above-mentioned new-lij^t^;'' 
aria at prefent nterely a fe6l of Prpfbyterians. For though Whitefield vras ori^^;^ 
a clergyman of the Englifh church, yet he deviated by little and little from, her Hp(> 
trini^;. aiid on arriving in the year 174431 Bofton in New Engtand^ bj^_ d>lpu^' 
witAtbe ]^fbvteriat,8 abtiut thwdoclrines fo much that he ahnoft ^tirely embrac^ 

fF<« lil^bltefield i^^ and ^old therefore eafily be . led by. 

iv-' ■ ;; ;; "C.*- V’'4. ;. them 
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thiiiTe t||(ey ^uld tuiv^ jjupi. Th^'iiketi^^ 

in Ain|r^ caiifed l)is audioib^ to be lefs'num'ei^ua diag dnrii^ 3%e 

new'jiehts bji^t firft, in the year 1741, a great houfe in the weftern part bf tnPIcn^ 


tc| hold divine fervice in. But a divifion arifing amongft thent after the departuiv jof 
Whitefield, and befides on other accounts, the building was fold to the town in the 
b^inning of the year 1750, and deftined for a fchool. The newdights then buik a 
church which I call the new Pretbyterian one. On its eaftem pediment is the fol- 
. lowing infcription in golden letters : Templum Prejbyierianumf annucnte Numinef eree^ 
' tUMy Anno Dorn. MDCCL. 

6. The old German reformed church is built in the weft-north-weft part of the town, 
and looks like the church in the Ladugoordheld near Stockholm. It is notjet hnifh- 
«d, though for feveral years together, the congregation has kept up divine fervice in 
it. Thefe Germans attended the German fervice at the Swedifli church, whilft the 
Swediih minifter, Mr. Dy lander, lived.— -But as the Lutherans got a clergyman for 
themfelves on the death of the laft, thofe of the reformed church made likewife pre- 
parations to get one from Dordrecht ; and the hrft who was font to them, was the 
Kev. Mr. Slaughter, whom I found on my arrival. But in the year 1750, another 
clergyman of the reformed church arrived from Holland, and by his artful behaviour 
ib infinuated himfelf into the fttvour of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter'^s congregation, that 
the latter loft almoft half his audience. The two clergyman then difputed for feveral 
l^ndays together about the pulpit ; nay, people relate that the new comer mounted 
die pulpit on a Saturday, and ftaid in it all night. The other being thus excluded, 
the two parties in the audience, made themfelves the fubjeft both of the laughter and 
x)f the fcorn of the whole town, by bearing and bruifmg each other, and committing 
other exceffes. The ad^r was inquired into by the magiftrates, and decided in ftivour 
of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter, the perfon who. had been Ubufed. 

7. The new reformed church was built at a little diftance from the old one by the 
^ty of the clergyman who had loft his caufe. This man however had influence 
.^ough to bring over to his party almoft the whole audience of his antagonift, at the 
end of the year 1750, and therefore this new church will foon be uielels. 

8. 9. The Quakers have two meetings, one in the market, and thK other in the 
northem part of the town. In them are, according to the cuilom of this people, 
neither altars, nor pulpits, nor any other ornaments ufual in churches ; but only feats 
and fome Iconces. They meet thrice every Sunday in them, and befidi^ that at cer- 
trin rimes every week or every month. I fliall mention more about them here* 
after. 


xo. The Baptifts have their fervice in the northern part of the town. 

11. The Ronun Catholics have in the fouth-weft part of the town a great houfe, 
iriuch is well adorned withm, and has an organ. . 

l a. The Moravian Brethren have hired a great houfe, in the northem part of the 
town, in which they performed the fervice both in German and in EngliA ; not only 
twice Of three times every Sunday, but likewife every night after it m grown dark. 
But in the winter of the year 1750, they were obliged to drop their evening meet- 
ings ; fome wanton yoimg fellows having feveral times difturbed the congregation, 
,byan inftrument founding like the note of a cuckoo; for this noife they made in a 
<.^k comer, not only at the end of every ftanza, but likewife at drat of every 
wlulft they were ftnging a hymn. 

■ VE'.: thofe 
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nave each of them thdir burying-places on one fide out 6f hiw^hful 
nd^ near their churches, though the firft pf tfadTe fomedmes make an excepfS6a. ^i >i^fl 
the others bury their dead ‘ in their church>yards, and the Moravian Brethren 
where they can. The negroes are buried in a particular place out of town. ' ‘f 
1 now proceed to mention the other public buildings in Philadelphia. ^ 

The town-hail, or the place where the afleniblies are held, is fituated in the weft^ 
|art of the town ; it is a fine large building, having a tower with a bell in the middl^ 
and is the grcatefi ornament to the town. The deputies of each province meet in it 
commonly every October, or even more frequently, if circumftanccs require it, in ordmr, 
to confider of the welfare of the country, and to hold their parUaments or diets in n^ 
niature. There they revife the old laws, and make new ones. 

On one fide of this building (lands the library, which was firll begun in the year 
1742, on a public fpirited plan, formed and put in execution by the learned Mr. Frahlc> 
lin ; for he perfuaded hrfi the molt fubftantial people in the town to pay forty (hillih« 
at the outfet, and afterwards annually ten Ihillings, all in Penfylvania currency, towards 
purchafing all kinds of ufeful books. The fubferibers are entitled to make ufe of the 
books. Other people are likewife at liberty to borrow them for a certain time, but 
muft leave a pledge, and pay eight-pence a week for a folio volume, fix-pence for a 
quarto, and four-pence for all others of a fmaller fizc. As foon as the time allowed 
aperfonfor the perufal of the volume is elapfed, it muft be returned, or he is fined. 
The money arifing in this manner is employed for the falary of the librarian, and for 
purchafing new books. There is already a fine colledion of excellent worky, mod of 
them Engliflt, many French and Latin, but few in any other language. The fubferibers 
were fo kind to me, as to order, the librarian, during my (lay here, to lend me every 
book which I Ihould want, without requiring anv payment. The library was open 
every Saturday from four to eight o’clock in the afternoon. Befides the books, feveral 
ntathcmatical and phyfical inftruments, and a large colledion of natural curiofities, were 
to be feen in it. Sevenil little libraries were founded in the town on the fame footing 
or nearly whjh this. 

The court-houfe ftands in the middle of Market-ftreet, to the weft of the market ; 
it is a fine building, with a little tower in which there is a bell. Below and rotmd 
about this building the market is properly kept every week. 

The building of the academy is in the weftem part of the town. It was formerly, 
as I have before mentioned, a meetiug-houfe of the followers of Whitefield ; but they 
fold it in the year 1750, and it was deftined to be the feat of an univerfity, or to exprefs 
myfelf in more exad terms, to be a college ; it was therefore fitted up to this purpofe. 
The youths are here only taught thofc things which they learn in our commost 
fchoois *, but in time, fuch ledures are intended to be read here as are ufual in real . 
nniverfities, 

' At the clofe of the laft war, a redoubt tvas ereded here, on the fouth fide of ^ 
.{own, near the river, to prevent the French and Spanifh privateers from landing. Bdt 
^ts was done after a very ftrong debate. For the Quakers oppofed ail fortifickdo^ 
^contrary to the tenets of their religion, which allow not Chriftians to make war, ^tber 
jofienfive or. defenfive, but dired them to plate their truft in the Almighty alone. 
Several papers wmre then Handed about for and againil the opinion. But me enemy’s 
taken feverd velTels belonging to the town, m the river, many of the 
if not aH of them, foiind it reafonable to forward the building of the fordfica-^ 
fioh iM much as poffible, at lead by k fupply bfnu^ey, 
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fl^ an i^e nittn^ advantages t>f the tovra' its telil|llerat^e^cl!taate fa dbe moft 
detable, tbe trinter not being over fevere, and its dtii^don but ihort, aijdjtbe %^er 
not too hot V the country round abemt bringing forth thofe fruits in the greatell i^enty, 
which are iwfed by hulbandry. Ibeir September and Odtdber are like the beginning, 
of the Swedifh Auguft. And the firft days in thar February are frequently as plealant 
as the end of April and the beginning of May in Sweden. Even their coldeft days in 
fome winters have been no feverer than, the days at the end of autumn are in the 
middlemoft parts of Sweden, and the fouthern .ones of Finland. 

The good and clear water in Philadelphia is Hkewife one of its advantages. For 
though there are no fountains in the town, yet there is a well in every houfc, and fe- 
veral in the ftreets, all which afford excellent water for boiling, drinking, waiting, and 
other ufes. The water is commonly met with at the depth of forty feet. The water 
of the river Delaware is likewife good. But in making the w'elis, a fault is frequently 
committed, which in feveral places of the town fpoils the water, which is naturally 
good ; I (hall in the fequel take an opportunity of Ipeaking further about it. 

The Delaware is exceeding convenient for trade. It is one of the grcalcll rivers in 
thft world : is three Englilh miles broad at its mouth, two miles at the town of Wil- 
mington, and three quarters of a mile at Philadelphia. This city lies within ninety or 
an hundred Englilh milts from the fea, or from the place where the river Delaware 
difeharges itfcif info the bay of that name. Yet its depth is'hardly ever lefs than five 
or fix fathoms. The greateft Ihips therefore can fail quite up to the town, and anchor 
in good ground in five fathoms of water, on the fide of the bridge. I’lic water here 
has no longer a faltilh tafte, and therefore all dcftructivc worms which have laflencd 
themfelves to the Ihips in the fea, and have pierced holes into them, cither die, or drop 
off, after the Ihip has been here for a while. 

The only diladvantage which trade labours under here is the freezing of the river 
almoft every winter for a month or more. For during that time the navigation is en- 
tirely ftopped. But this does not happen at Boftun, New York, and other towns 
which are nearer the fea. ' 

The tide comes up to Philadelphia, and even goes thirty miles higher, to Trenton, 
The difference between high and low water is eight feet at Philadelphia. 

The catarafls of the Delaware, near Trenton, and of the Skulkill, at fome dillance 
from Philadelphia, make thefe rivers ufclefs further up the country, in regard to the 
conveyance of goods either from or to Philadelphia. Both mull therefore be carried 
on waggons or carts. It has therefore already been thought of to make thefe two 
rivers navigable in time, at leaft for large boats and fmall velTcls. 

^ Several flaps are annually built of American oak, in the docks which arc inaili; in 
different parts of the town and about it ; yet they can by no means be put in com- 
parifon with thole built of European oak, in point of goodnefsand duration. 

Ihe town carries on a great trade both with the inhabitants of the country, and to 
other parts of the world, elpccially to the Weft Indies, South America, and the An- 
tilles ; to England, Ireland, Portugal, and to feveral Englilh colonies in North America* 
Yet none but Englilh Ihips are allowed to come into this port. 

Philadelphia reaps thegreatpft profits from its trade to the Weft Indies : for thither 
the inhabitants Ihip aJrnoft every day a quantity of flour, butter, flefli, and other vitftuals, 
di^cr , plank, and the like. In return they receive cither fugar, molaflfes, rum, indigo, 
mahogany , and other goods, or ready money. The true mahogany, which grows in 
Ittnai^y .is at prefent almoft all cut down. ' 
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«K 6f wainut, a&d oak . planks for Slips ; fiiips : 

bt^ cron* hides, and tar. Yet this latter b properly bought in New Jerfey, the 
of which province are confequcntly more rained than any others. Ready money is lil^?: 
wife fent over to England ; 'from whence in return they get all forts of goods tht^f,.; 
thanufadured, viz. fine and coaHe cloth, linen, iron ware, and other wrought metali^^f ' 
and Eall India goods ; for it b to be^obferved, that England fupplies Pbibdelphia wtta^ 
almoft all Huffs and manubAured goods which are wanted here. ^ 

A great quantity of linfeed goes annually to Ireland, together with many of the (hips 
which are built here. Portugal gets wheat com, Hour, and maize which b not ground. 
Spain fometimes takes fome corn. But all the mon^y which is got in thefc feveral 
countries, niuH immediately be fent to England, in payment for the goods which are 
got from thence, and yet thofe fums are not fufficient to pay all the debts. 

But to fhew more exa£Ily what the town and province have imponed from England, , 
in different years, I fhall here infort an extraft from the Englifh cuftom-houfe books, 
which 1 got from the engineer Lewis Evans, at Philadelphia. Thb gentleman had 
defired one of his friends in London to fend him a complete account of all the goods 
fhipped from England to Penfylvania in feveral years. He got this account, and 
though the goods are not enumerated in it, yet their value in money is calculated. 
Such extrafts from the cuftom-houfc books have been made for every North American 
province, in order to convince the Englifh parliament, that thofe provinces have taken 
greater quantities of the goods in that kingdom ever fince they have turned their money 
into bills. 

I have taken the copy from the original itfelf ; and it is to be obferved that it begins 
with the Chriftmas of the year yaa, and ends about the fame lime of the year 1747. 
In the firft column is the value’ of the foreign goods, the duty for which has already 
been paid in England. The fecond column fhews the value of the goods manufadlured 
in England, and exported to Penfylvania. And in the laft column tbefo two fums are 
added together, but at the bottom each of the columns^ call up. 

Buf this table does not include the goods which are annually fliipped in great quan- 
tities to Penf) Ivania from Scotland and Ireland, among which is a great quantity of 
linen. 




VoL. Xllri 



394. 


’M :tliGitllTs'^’'AfilX]LlCA* 


' . I - '. ; i ' , ■' ' ' *. ' " : ‘ 

I The Value of the Goods annually /hipped from Eughnd to Peufylvauw. . 


The Year, 
from one 
Ciiriftniaa 
to another. 

Foi^gn Hoods for 
which the duty has 
already been puidj 
and which therefore 
only require Fcceipts. 

English manufac- 
tured Goods, 

. ,1 

The Sums of thefc 
two preceding co. 
Itimns added together. 


/. 

j*. 

d. 

/. 

X. 

//. 

/. 

a 

d- 

1723 

5 >99 

>3 

5 

10793 

5 

1 

>5992 

'9 

4 

3724 

9373 

>5 

8 

20951 

0 

5 

30324 

16 

1 

1725 

10301 

12 

6 

3150S 

I 

8 

42209 

>4 

2 

1726 


11 

6 

28263 

6 

2 

37634 

17 

8 

1727 

10243 

0 

7 

21736 

10 

0 

31979 

10 

7 

1728 

14073 

>3 

3 

23405 

6 

2 

37478 

19 

I r 

1729 

12948 

8 

5 

16851 

2 

5 

29799 

10 

10 

1730 

15C60 

10 

11 

32931 

16 

6 

48592 

7 

5 

1731 

U838 

17 

4 

32421 

18 

9 

44260 

16 

I 

1732 

15240 

14 

4 

26457 

19 

3 

41698 

13 

7 

>733 

13187 

0 

8 

27378 

7 

5 

40585 

8 

j 

1734 

19648 

15 

9 

34743 

12 

I 

54392 

7 

10 

1735 

18078 

4 

3 

30726 

7 

I 

48S04 

11 

4 

1736 

23456 

>5 

11 

38057 

2 

5 

' 6 > 5>3 

18 

4 

1737 

14517 

4 

3 

42173 

2 

4 

56690 

6 

7 

>738 

20320 

19 

3 

41129 

5 

0 

61450 

4 

3 

«739 

9041 

4 

5 

454 1> 

7 

6 

54452 

11 

11 

1740 

10280 

2 

c 

4647 > 

12 

9 

56751 

14 

9 

1741 

12977 

18 

10 

78032 

13 

I 

91010 

21 

11 

174a 

14458 

6 

3 

60836 

17 

1 

75295 

s 

4 

>743 

19220 

1 

6 

60120 

4 

.10 

79340 

6 

4 

>744 

14681 

8 

4 

47595 

18 

2 

62214 

6 

6 

>745 

13043 

.. 8 

8 

4>*37 

2 

3 

54280 

10 

11 

1746 

18103 

12 

7 

55595 

19 

7 

73699 

12 

2 

t 

>747 

8585, 


11 

73819 

2 

8 

82404 

17 

1 7 

Total 

343.789 

16 

0 

969,049 

‘ I • 

6 1 

1,312,338 

^7 ■ 

Li. 


The whole extent of the Philadelphia trade may be comprehended froin the number 
if Ihips which annually arrive at and fail from this town. I intend to infert here a 
able of a few years, which 1 have taken from the gazettes of the town. The Ihips 
roming and going in one year, are to be reckoned frotn the twenty-fifth of March of 
that year to the twenty-fifth of March of the next. 


The Year. 

Ships arrived. 

Ships failed 

*735- ■ 

- - 199 - 

■ - 212 

1740. - 

. . 307 - 

- » ao8 

1741. - 

- - 292 

- - 309 

1744. - 

- - 229 

- - 271 

ms- - 

- - 280 

- - 30* 

1746. . 

- . 273 - 

- - 293 


*. But^t is much to be feared the trade of Philadelphia, and of all the Enghlh 
cupl^ies, will rather decreafe than increafe, in cafe no provifion b mt^e t6 prwent it. 
T fiali hereafter pltunly ihew upon whit foundation th» decreafe of trade is lik^«y to 
jiiake place. 
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bilk' nii^^ of New Jerfey come every 
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^e towjn has two great i&irs every year ; one in May, and the other in November^' 
both on thO fixteentn days of thofe two months. But befides thefe hurs, there atO;; 
every week two market days, viz. Wednefday and Saturday. On thofe days the; 
country people in Penfylvania and New Jerfey bring to town a quantity of viduals, and^ 
other produdions of the country, and this is a great advantage to the town. It is 
therefore to be i^ihed that the like regulation might be made in our Swedilh towns. 
You are fure to meet with every produce of the feafon, which the country affords, 
on the market'days. But on other days th^ are in vain fought for. 

Provifions are always to be got freih here» and for that reafon moil of the inha- 
bitants never buy more at a time than what will be fulEcient till the next market'day. 
In fummer there is a market almoil every day ; for the viduals do not keep well in 
the great heat. There are two places in the town where thefe markets are kept ; but 
that near the court-houfe is the principal. It begins about four or five o’clock in the 
morning, and ends about nine o’clock in the forenoon. 

The town is not enclofed, and has no other cullom>houfe than the great one for the 
Ihips. , 

The governor of the whole province lives here ; and though he is nominated by the 
heirs of Pen, yet he cannot take that office without bang confirmed by the King of 
England. 

The quakers of almoil all parts of North America, have their great alTembly here 
once a year. 

In 1743, a fociety for the advwcement of the fciences was eroded' here. Its ob- 
jeds would have been the curiofiues of the three kingdoms, of nature, mathematics, 

. phyfic, chemillry, ccconomy, and manufadures. But the war, which enfued imme- 
diately, Hopped all defigns of this nature, and fince that time, nothing has been done 
towards eltablilhing any thing of this kind. 

The declination of the needle wa^here obferved on the thirtieth of Odober 1750, 
old ftyle, to be five degrees and forty-five minutes well. It was examined by the new . 
meridian, which was drawn at Philadelphia in the autumn of the fame year, and extend- 
ed a mile in length. By experience it appears, that this declination leffens about a 
degree in twenty years* time. 

Tbe greatell difference in the riling and falling of the barometer is, according to 
the oofervations made for feveral years together by Mr. James Logan, found at 28** 59 
and 30^ 78. 

Here are three printers ; and every week two Englilh, and one German newfpaper 
is printed. . 

In 1732, on the fifth of September, old llyle, a little earthquake was felt hereabout 
nom, and at the fame time at Boflon in New England, and at Montreal in Canada, 
which places are above fixty Swedilh miles afunder. 

In November 1737, the well known Prince from Mount Lebanon, Sheich Sidi, 
came to Philadelphia, on his travels through moll of the Engh'lh American colonies* 
And in the fame year a fecond earthquake was felt about eleven o’clock at mght, on ' 
.d^eT^enth of December. But it did not continue above half a minute, and ye^ it was 
iwpord^ tq, the accounts of the gazettes, at the fame hour in Newcallle, New 
New T^iindon, Bofton, other towns of New Enghtnd. It had therelbre 
Hkeidfe tritadlied fevei^ 

■ ■ ; ■'S'E'a ... The.- 



’ 39 ^' 

; l^e Count Sb;s^d(Mf * am^ t!ie DfeOdnber of idie v^.x^tvanCoon^ 

tiauedl till the .^ext fpring. His uitcommon bc^utviour periiUadsd many Englilhmen 
of rank, that he was difordered in his head. ' 

1 have not been able to find the exaft number of the inhabitants of Philadelphia. 
In the year 1746, they were reckoned above ten thoufand, and fince that time their 
number is incredibly increafed. Ndther can it be made out from the bills of mor- 
tality, fince they are not kept regularly in all the churches. I fhall, however* men- 
tion fome of thofe which appeared either in the gazettes or in bills printed on pur- 
pofe. 


Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead 

1730. 

227 

1741. • 

345 

* 745 * 

4^10 

*738* 

250 

J743. 

409 

1748. 

672 

» 739 - 

350 

ms- 

425 

1749. 

758 

1740. 

290 

1744. 

410 

1750. 

716 


From thefe bills of mortality it alfo appears, that the difeafes which are the moll 
fatal, are confumptions, fevers, convuifions, pleurifies, haemorrhages, and dropfies. 

llie number of thofe that arc born cannot be determined, fince in many churches 
no order is obfeiyed with regard to this afiair. The Quakers, who are the moll nu- 
merous in this town^ n^er baptize their children, though they take a pretty exad 
account of all who are born among them. 

It is likewife impofiible to gueis at the number of Inhabitants from the dead, becaufo 
the town gets fuch great fupplies annually from other countries. In the fummer of the 
year 1749, near twelve thoufand Germans came over to Philadelphia, many of whom 
^d in that town. In. the fame year the houfes in Philadelphia were counted, and 
found to be two thoufand and feventy-fix in number.* 

The town is now quite filled with inhabitants, which in regard to their country, 
religion, and trade, are very different from each other. You meet with excellent 
mafias in all trades, and many things are made here full as well as in England. Yet 
no manufadures, efpecially for makmg fine cloth, *are effablifhed. Perhaps the reafon 
is, that it can be got with fo little difficulty from England, and that the breed of ffieep 
which is brought over, degenerates in procefs of time, and affords but acoarfo wool. 

Here is great plenty of provifions, and thdr prices are very moderate. There are 
no examples of an extraordinary dearth. 

Every one who acknowledges God to be the creator, preferver, and ruler of all 
things, and teaches or undertakes nothing againfi the date, or againff the com’mon 
peace, is at liberty to fettle, flay, and carry on his trade here, be his religious prin- 
cmles ever fo ftrange. No one is here molefted on account of the erroneous principles 
of the do&rine which he follows, if he does not exceed the above-mentioned bounds. 
And he is fo well fecured by the laws in his perfon and properly, and' enjoys fuch 
liberties, that a citizen of Philadelphia may in a manner be faid to live in' his boufe 
a king. 

On a careful confideration of what I have already faid, it will be eafy to conceive 
how this city fhould rife fo fuddenly from nothing, into fuch grandeur and perfedion, 
without fuppofing any powerful monarch's contributing to it, either by punching 
vtte wicked,' or by giving great fupplies in money; and yet its fine appearance, goo<^ 
ti^lations, agreeable fituation,* natural advantages, trade, riches and power, are by 
t|ftetabs to thofe of any, even of die inoft ancient towns in Europe. It has 
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peo^ toibtne ^ on the conl):aiy,..£»|!^g^s 

' df i^iSerfenf .lahguaj^ have lett their cotuitrjr, houfes, property, and rel^ip^ljpd 
ventured over Wide and (lormy feasi in order to come hither. Other cdunl^s^ 
-which have been peopled for a long fpace of time, qpm^ain of the fmall nurnl^^df 
their inhabitants. But Penfylvania, which was no better than a defart in the year 
i68ij and hardly contained five hundred people, now vies withfcveral kingdoms: ia 
Europe in number of inhabitants. It lias received numbers of people, which othiy 
countries, to their infinite lofs, have dther negle&ed or expelled. 

A wretched old wooden building, on a hill near the river fomewhat north of the 
Wickako church, belonging to one of the Sons of Sven, of whom, as before men* 
tioned, fbe ground was bought for building Philadelphia upon, is preferved on pur* 
pofe, as a memorial of the poor ftate of that place before the town was built on it. Its- 
anticjuity gives it a kind of fuperiority over all the other buildings in town, though in 
itfclf the woril of all. This hut was inhabited, whilft as yet nags, deers, elks,, and 
beavers, at broad day-light, lived in the future ftreets, church-yards, and market- 
places of Philadelphia. The noife of a fpinning wheel was heard in this houfe, before 
the manufactures now efiablifhed were thought of, or Philadelphia built. But with all 
thefe advantages, this houfe is ready to fall down, and, in a few years to come, it 
will be as difficult to find |he place where it flood, as it was unlikely at the time of its 
erection, that one of the greateft towns in America fhould in a Ihort time ftand clofe 
up to it. 

Sept. 7th. Mr. Peter Cock, a merchant of this town, aflured me that he had lafl 
week himfelf been a fpeClator of a fnake's fwallowing a little bird. This bird, which 
from its cry has the name of cat*bird, (mufcicapa carolinenfis, Linn.) flew from one 
branch of a tree to another, jind was making a doleful tape. At the bottom of the 
tree, but at a fathom’s diflance from the flem, lay one of the great black fnakes, with 
its head continually upright, pointing towards the bird, which was always fluttering 
about, and now and then fettling on the branches. At firfl it only kept in the top* 
mod branches, but by degrees it came lower down, and even flew upon the ground, 
and hopped to the place where the fnake lay, which immediately opened its mouth,, 
caught the bird, and fwallowed it ; but it had fcarce finilhed its repad before 
Mr. Cock came up and killed it. I was afterwards told that this kind of fnakes was 
frequently obferved to purfue little birds in this manner. It is already well known that 
the rattle-fnakc does the fame. 

As I walked out into the fields I found feveral European and even Swedifli , 
plants growing there. But thofe which are peculiar to America,, are much more 
numerous. 

The Virginian maple grows in plenty on the fhores of the Delaware. The Eiiglifh: 
in this country call it either buttonwotra, or waterbeech, which latter name is moft, 
ufual. The Swedes call it wattenbok, or wafbok. It is Linnaeus’s platanus occiden*- 
tails. See Catdby’s Nat. Hid. of Carolina, voL i. p. 5^. t. 56. It grows for. the- 
greated part in low places, but efpecially on the edge of rivers and brooks. But thefe 
trees are eafily tranfplanted to more d^ places, if they be only filled with good foil;, 
and as their leaves arc large, and their foliage thick, they are planted about the hpufes 
and in gardens, to aflFord a pleafant fliade in the hot feafon. Some of the Swedes had 
Imxes, pails, and the likb, made of the bark of this tree by the native Amemans. They 
fay that thofe people, whilft they were yet foteled here, tmule little diflin of this bark; 
for gathering wnordeberries. This tree likewife grows in marihes, or in< fwampy 
fidds, where aih and red maple commonly grow. They are frequently as tall anf 
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lipe before that>time, and confequently fooner fit for fowmg ? This Aifieficaii maple 
is r«Biaritablefi)r its quick growth, in tvhich it exceeds all other trees. There are fuch 
numbers; of them on the low meadows between Philadelphia and the ferry at GIou- 
cefter, on both fides of the road, that in fummer time you go as it were through a 
fl)a 4 f*walk. In that part of Philadelphia which is near the Swedilh church, fome 
grimt trees of this kind Hand on the bwks of the river, lii the year 1 750, on the 
15th of May, I faw the buds ftill on them ; and in the year 1749 they began to flower 
on the eighth of that month. Several trees of this fort are planted at Chelfea, near 
London, and they now, in point of height, vie with the tallefl; oak. 

Sept. 1 8 th. In the morning I went with the Swedifh painter, Mr. Heflelius, to the 
country feat of Mr. Bartram, which is about four Engliih miles to the fouth of Phila- 
delphia, at fome diftance from the high road to Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina. 
I had therefore the firft opportumty here of getting an exa^ knowledge of the ftate 
of the country, which was a plain covered with all kinds of trees with deciduous 
leaves. The ground was fandy, mixed with day ; but the fand Teemed to be in greater 
quantity. In fome parts the wood was cut down, and we faw the habitations of fome 
country people, wbofe corn-fields and plmtations were round their farm-houfes. The 
wood was full of mulberry-trees, walnut-trees of fevcral kindS, chefnut-trees faffafras, 
and the like. Several forts of wild vines clafped their tendrils round, and climbed up 
to the fummits of the highefl trees ; and in other places they twined round the en- 
clofures, fo thick, that the latter almoft funk down under their weight. The per- 
fimon, or diofpyros Virginiana, Linn. fp. pi. p. 1510, grew in the marlhy fields 
and about fprings. Its lit^e apples looked very well already, but are not fit for eating, 
before the rroft has afiefled them, and then they have* a very fine talle. Heflelius 

S phered fome of them, and defired my fervant to tafte of the fruits of the land ; but 
is poor credulous fellow had hardly bit into them, when he felt the qualities they 
have before the froft has penetrated them. For they contraded his mouth fo that he 
could hardly fpeak, and had a very difagreeable talle. This difgulled him fo much 
tW he was with difliculty perfuaded to tafte of it during the whole of our ftay in 
America, notwithftanding it lofes all its addity, and acquires an agreeable flavour in 
autumn and towards the beginning of winter. For the fellow always imagined, that 
though he fhould eat them ever fo late in the year, they would ftill retain the fame 
difagreeable tafte. 

To fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who are willing to know how the woods look in this 
country, and whether or no the trees in them arc the fame with thofe found in our 
fiarefts, 1 here infert a finall catalogue of thofe which grow fpontaneoufly in the woods 
which are neareft to Philadelphia. But I exclude fuch Ihrubs as do not attain any con- 
fiderable height. I (hall put that tree firft in order, which ismoftplentful, andfo on 
with the reft, and therefore trees which 1 have found but fingle, though near the towm 
wiU be laft. 

I. Quercus alba» the white oak, in good ground, 
a. Quercus rubra, or the black oak. 

Quercus Hifpanmi the S^Hh oak, a vanety of the preceding. 

Juglans alba, hiccory, a und of wllnut tree, of which three or four vanities 
^'■^vi^etwith. 

vr’-:-'' .7 ■ 6. Jeer 
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6 . Acer nAfm, the mapltf trM idth red fldwen» in 
' p Rhmffuhrat the fmooth leaved fumach, in the woods, on hlgh'gladei^'linii 
dd com fields. 

8. Vitu labrufca and Vtdpina, vines of feveral kinds. . 

9. Sambueus Canadenfis, American elder tree, along the hedges and on gladecu ' 

10. Querctu pbelbs, the fwamp oak, in moraflcs. 

11. Azalea lutca, the American upright honey-fuckle, in the woods in dry places* 

12. Cratagus Crus galli, the Virginian azarole, in woods. 

1 3. Vacemum — , a fpecies of whortleberry ihrub. 

14. Quercus trinus, the chefnut oak, in good ground. 

15. Cernus Jloridat the cornelian cherry, in all kinds of ground. 

16. Liriodendron Tuhpiferat the tulip tree, in every kind of foil. 

17. Prunus Virgimanat the wild cherry tree. 

18. Vaccinium — , a frutex whortleberry, in good ground* 

19. Prinos veriicillatusf the winterberry tree, in fwamps. 

20. Platanm occidentalism the water-beech. 

21. N^a aquaticam the tupclo tree, on fields and mountains. 

22. Liquidambar JlyraciJluam fweet gum tree, near fprings. 

23. Bcttda Alnusm alder, a variety of the Swedilh ; ibwas here but a ihrub. 

24. Fagus caflancam the chefnut tree, on corn-fields, pafturcs, and in little woods. 

25. 'Juglans nigrom the black walnut tree, in the lame place with the preceding tree:. 

26. Rhus raduansf the twining fumach, climbed along the trees. 

27. Acer Nqundom the aib-lcaved maple, in moraflcs and fwampy places. 

28. Prunus dotneJlUam the wild plum tree. 

29. IJImus Arnericanam the white elm. 

30. Prunus fpinofum floe flirub, in low places. 

31. Lauras fajfafrasm the falfa^ tree, in a loofe foil mixed with land. 

32. Ribes nigrum, the currant tree, grew in low places and in marihes. 

33. Fraxtnus excelftor, the afli tree, in low places. 

34. Smilax kurifolia, thorough bind weed with the bay leaf, in woods and on palea- 
or cnclofures. 

35. Kalmia latifolia, the American dwarf laurel, on the northern fide of moun* 
tains. 

36. Morus rubra, the mulberry tree, on fields, hills, and near the houfes. 

37. Rbux vernix, the poifonous fumach, in wet places. 

38. Quercus rttbra, the red oak, but a peculiar variety. 

39. HamamcUs virgmica, the witch hazel. 

40. Diop/pyros Virgimana, the perfimon. 

41. Pyrus coronaria, the anchor tree. 

42. Juniperus Virginiana, the red juniper, in a dry poor foil. 

43. Lauras ajiivalis, fjnee wood, in a wet foil. 

44. Carpinus ojirya, a fpecies of hom beam, in a good foil. 

45. Carpinus betulus, a horn beam, in the lame Idnd of foil with the former. 

46. Fagus fyhatica, the beech, likewife in good foil. 

^ * Dr. Linnaeus mentions ouly one fpecies of Nvib, namely Nyfla aqoatica ; Mr.<Kalm doei not men. 
tioa the name oi the fpecies , hut if his is not a diilereiit fjiecies, it moil at kaA be a variety, fince he fays 
it grows on hills, whereas the aqualica grows in the water. F. ' 

47 - Jt^btns '' 
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47. . ^ccies ^ tree^ cm hUfai sear rivers. % called hj the 

Swedes battemuftrsB. ’ . ^ 

48. Pinus Americana, Penfylvanian fir ti'ee, on the north fide of mountauna, and tn 
^Iliesi'. 

.49. Beiula lenta, a fpecies of birch, on the banks of rivers. 

.50. Cepbatantus ocddentalis, button wood, in wet places. 

51. Pinus tada, theNewJerfey fir tree, op dry fandy heaths. 

52. Cercis Canadenfis, the iallad tree, in a good foil. 

53. Robinia pfeudacacia, the loculf tree, on the corn>fields. 

54. Magnolia glauca, the laurel-leaved tulip tree, in marfby foil* 

55. Tilia Americana, the lime tree, in a good foil. 

56. Cleditjia triacantbos, the honey locufl: tree, or three.thomed acacia, in the fame 
4 bil. 

57. Celtis eceidentalis, the nettle tree, in the fields. 

58. Annona muricata, the cuftard apple, in a fruitful foil. 


We vifited feveral Swedes, who were fettled here, and in very good circumflanccp. 
One of tliem (Andrew Rambo) has a fine houfe built of fione, two Rories high, and 
2 great orchard near it. We were every where well received, and Rayed over night 
with the above-mentioned countryman. We faw no othef marks of autumn than 
chat feveral fruits of this feafon were already ripe. For befidcs this, all the trees 
were yet as gree% and the ground Rill as much covered with Sowers, as in our fum- 
tner. Thoufands of frogs croaked all the night long in the marflics and broolcs. 
The locuRs and graflioppers made likewife fuch a great noife, that it. was hardly pof- 
fible for one perfon to underRand another. The trees too were full of all forts of 
birds, which by the variety of their fine plumage delighted the eye, while the Infinite 
variety of their tunes were continually re-echoed. 

The orchards, along which we pafled to-day, were only cnclofed by hurdles. Bu;^ 
they contained all kinds of fine fruit. We wondered at firR very much when our 
ieaaer leaped over the hedge into the orchards, and gathered feme agreeable fruit for 
us. But our aRonifhment was Rill greater, when we faw that the people in the 
garden were fo little concern^ at it, as not even to look at us. But our companion 
told us, that the people here were not fo exafk in regard to a few fruits, as they are 
in other countries where the foil is not fo fruitful in them. We afterwards found 
very frequently that the country people in Sweden and Finland guarded their tqrnips 
more carefully, than the people here do the moR exquifite fruits. 'A/.v 

Srat. 19th. As I walked this morning into the fields, I obferved that a cc^i^Ms dew 
was mien ; for the grafs was as Vet as if it had rain^. The leaves of the plants 
and trees had contracted fo much moifture that the drops ran down. I found on this 
occafion that the dew was not only on the fuperior, but likewife on the inferior fide 
. of the loaves. 1 therefore carefully confidered many leaves both of trees and of 
other plants ; both of thofe which are more above, and of thofe which are n^rer to 
the ground. But, 1 found in all of them, that both fides of the leaves were equally 
bedewed, except thofe of the veibafcum,4hapfus, or great mullein, which, though 
their fuperior fide dras pretty well covered wim the dew, yet their inferior had but a 
iktle. 
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* Evdy 6otmtt^an/eveh a common pdiilkRt, has cohithohl^^ an orchard 
hoitfe, in which all forts ofiruit} fucb ^ peaches, apples, pears, cherries, 
are in pleiity. The peaches were now almoft ripe. They are rare in Europe^ 
ticularly in Sweden ; for in that country hardly any people befides the rich taftethe^*' 
But here every countryman had" an orchard full or peach trees, which were covelri^ 
with fuch quantities of fruit, that we could fcarcely walk in the orchard without tread-V 
ing upon thofe peachds which were fallen off; many of which were ufually left on 
the ground, and only part of them fold in town, and the reft was confumed by the 
family and flrangers. Nay this fine fruit \ras frequently given to the fwine. 

Tliis fruit is however foinetimcs kept for winter ufe, and prepared in the following 
manner. ‘The fruit is cut into four parts, the ftone thrown away, and the fruit put 
upon a thread, on which they are expofed to the funfhine in the open air, till they 
are fufficiently dry. They are then put into a veffel for winter. But this manndr 
of drying them is not very good, becaufe the rain of this feafon very eafily fpbils 
and puirifies them, whilft they hang in the open air. For this reafon a different 
mctiiod is followed by others, which is by far the moil: eligible. The peaches are as 
before cut into four parts, are then either put upon a thread, or laid upon a board, 
and fo hung up in the air when the fun mines. Being dried in fome mcafurc, or 
having loll: their juice by |his means, they ai'e put into an oven, out of which the 
bread has but jufl been taken, and are left in it for a while. But they are foon taken 
out and brought into the frefii air ; and after that they are agaiQ put into the oven, and 
this is repeated fevcral times, till they are as dry as they ought to be. ^or if they were' 
dried up at once in the oven, they would fhrivel up too much, and lofe part of their 
flavour. They are then put up and kept for the winter. They are either baked into 
tarts and pyes, or boiled and prepared as driai apples and pears are in Sweden. Several 
people here dry and preferve their apples in the fame manner as their peaches. 

I’he peach trees were, as I am told, firft planted here by the Europeans. But at 
prefent they fuccecd very well, and require even lefs care than our apple and pear trees. 

The orchards have I'eldom other fruit than apples and peaches. Pear trees are 
fcarce in this province. They have cherry trees in the orchards, but commonly ditt' 
the fides of them towards the houje, or along the enclofures. Mulberry trees are 
planted on fome hillocks near the houfc, and fometimes even in the court-yards of the^ 
houfe. The black walnut trees, or Juglans nigra, grow partly on hills, and m Adds 
near the farm-houfes, and partly along the enclofures; but mod: commonly in the 
forefts. No other trees of this kind are made ufe of here. The chefnuts are left in 
the fields ; here and there is one in a dry field, or in a wood. " 

The Hibifeus efeuientus, or Okra*, is a plant which grows wild in the Weft Indies, 
but is planted in the gardens here. The fruit, which is a long pod, is cut whilft it is 
green, and boiled in foups, which thereby become as thick as pulfe. This difli is; 
r^koned a dainty by fome people, and efpecially by the negroes. 

Capficum annuum, or Guinea pepper, is likewife planted in gardens. When thte- 
fruit is ripe it is altnoft eniirely red, it is put to a roafted or boiled piece of meat^ It. 
little’ of it being ftrewed upon it, or mixed with the broth. Befides this, cucumbers- ■ 
are pickled with it. Or the pods arc pounded whilft they are yet tender, and bring, 
mixed with fait are preferved in a bottle ; and this fpicc is ftrewed over roafted 'dr boil- 
ed meat,, or fried fim, and gives them a very fine tafte. But the fruit by jitfelf is as 
biting as common pepper. 

• In Miller VGardciier'a it called Indica fulto ficas, firu£ttt. peotamnoi rccor»(^.. 

gTacilipr^ft longioru ' . 
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This coohtrjr cont^ijls many f^ies of the plant which Dn Lhmscus calls Hbus, and 
the m<^ common is the Rhus fbliis pinnatis ferratis lanceobtis retrinque nudis, or the 
Rhus glabra. The EngUfh call this plant Sumach. But the Swedes here hayeno 
particular name for it, and therefore make ufe of the Engllih name. ^ Its berries or 
fruits are red. They are made ufe of for dying, and^affbrd a colour like their own. 
This tree is like a weed in this country, for if a corn-field is left uncultivateii for fome 
few years together, it grows on it in plenty, fince the berries are fpread every where by 
the birds. And when the ground is to be ploughed, the roots ftop the plough very 
much. The fruit (lays on the Ihrub during the whole winter. But the leaves drop 
very early in autumn, after they are turned reddifli, like thofe of our Swedifli mountain 
alh. The branches boiled with the berries aflbrd a black ink like tinfture. .The boys 
cat the berries, there being no danger of falling fick after the repaft; but they are very 
four. They feldom grow above three yards high. On cutting the ftem, it appears 
that it contains nothing but pith. 1 have cut fevcral in this manner, and found that 
fome were ten years old ; but that moft of them were above one year old. ^Vhen fhe 
cut is made, a yellow juice comes out between the bark and the wood. One or two of 
the moft outward circles are white, but the innermoft are of a yellowifli green. It is 
leafy to diftinguifli them one from another. They contain a very plentiful pith, the 
diameter of which is frequently half an inch, and fometim^ more. It is brown, and 
fo loofe that it is eafily puftied out by a little ftick, in theVame manner as the pith of 
the elder tree, rafpberry, and blackberry, bulhes. This fumach grows near the cnclo- 
fures, round theSfeom-fields, but efpecially on fallow ground. The wood feemed to 
bum well, and made no great crackling in the fire. 

Sept. 20. In the morning we walked in the fields and woods near the town, partly 
for gathering feeds, and partly for gathering plants^ for my herbal, which was our 
principal occupation; and in the autumn of this year, we fentpart of our colledlion to 
England and Sweden. 

A fpccies of Rhus, which was frequent in the marlhes here, was called the poifcHl 
tree by both Englilh and Swedes. Some of the former gave it the name of fwamp- 
fumach, and my countrymen gave it the fame name. Dr. Linnaeus in his botanical 
works calls it Rhus Vernix. Sp. pi. i. 3R0. Flor. Virgin. 45. An incifion being 
made into the tree, a whitilh yellow juice, which has a naufeous finell, comes out be- 
tween the bark and the wood. This tree is not known for its good qualities, but great- 
ly fo for the efFed of its poifon, which though it is noxious to fome people, yet does 
not in the leaft affeft others. And therefore one perfon can handle the tree as he 
pleafes, cut it, peel off its bark, rub it or the wood upon his hands, fmell at it, fpread 
the juice upon his Ikin, and make more experiments, with no inconvenience to himfelf ; 
another perfon, on the contrary, dares not meddle with the tree while its wood is frefli, 
nor can he venture to touch a hand which has handled it, nor even to expofc himfelf to 
the fmoke of a fire which 1$ made with this wood, without foon feeling its bad efiedis ; 
fi>r the fiice, the hands, and frequently the whole body, fwells cxceflively, and is affeded 
with a very acute pain. Sometimes bladders or blifters’ arife in great plenty, and make 
the fick perfon look as if he was infected by a leprofy. In fome people the exte^al 
thin (kin, or cuticle, peels off in a few days,' as is the cafe when a perfon has fcalded or 
' burnt any part of his body. Nay, the nature of fome perfons will not even allow them 
to approach the place where the tree grows, or to expofe themfelves to the wind, when 
It caries the effluvia or exhalations of this tree with Ih without letting them feel the in- 
danyeoience of the fwelliog, which I have juft now deferibed. Their eyes are fometimes 
fl^tup ^.qne, or two and more daystogethef^by^lMrelling. I laxowtwobfoA®*** 
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iae of whom: fi^uld without danger handle this tree in what manner he pleanMj 
the othar could not come near it without fwelling.. A perlbn fometimes does not ]^w 
that hehas touched this poifonous plant, or that he has been near it, before his face 
hands (hew it by their fwelUng. J have known old people who were more afraid of this 
tree than of a viper; and I was attainted with a perfon who, merely by the noxious ex- 
halations of it, was fvvelled to fuch a degree that he was as Aiff as a log of wood, and < 
was turned about in his bed. 

On relating, in the winter of the year *750, the poifonous qualities of the fwamp 
fumach to my Y ungftroem, he only laughed, and looked upon the whole as a fable^ 
in which opinion he was confirmed by his having often handled the tree the autumn 
before, cut many branches of it, which he had carried for a good while in his hand,, 
in order to prelervc its feeds, and put many into the herbals, and all this Without 
feeling the leaft inconvenience. He w'ould therefore, being a kind of philofopher in 
his own way, take nothing for granted of which he had no fufficient proofs, efpecially 
had? his own experience in the fuinmer of the year 1749, to fupport the contrary 
opinion. But in the next fumnier his fyftein of philofophy was overturned, for his 
hands I'wellcd, and he felt a violent pain and itching in his eyes., as foon as he touched 
the tree, and this inconvenience not only attended him when he meddled with this kind 
of fumach, but even when he had any thaig to do with the rhus radicans, or that 
fpecies of fomach which climbs along the tri^s, and is not by far fo poifonous as the 
former. By this adventure he was fo convjpced of the power of the poifon tree, that 
I could not cafily perfuade him to gather more feeds of it for me. But he not only felt 
the noxious ellefts of it in fummer, when he was very hot, but even in winter, when 
both he and the wood were cold. Hence it appears, that though a perfon be fecured 
againft the power of this poifon.for fome time, yet, that in length of time, he may be 
afl'efted with it, as well as geopie of a weaker conAitution. * 

1 have likewife tried experiments of every kind with the poifon tree on myfelf. I 
have fpread its juice upon my hands, cut and broke its branches, peeled oA' its bark, 
and rubbed my hands with it, fmelt at it, carried pieces of it in my bare hands, and 
repeated all this frequently without feeling the baneful elFefts fo commonly annexed 
to it ; but I however once experienced that the poifon of the fumach was not entirely 
without elfe£t upon me. On a hot day in fummer, as I was in fame degree of perfpi- 
ration, 1 cut a branch of the tree, and carried it in my hand for about half an hour 
together, and fmelt at it now and then. I felt no effefts from it till in the evening ; 
but next morning I awoke with a violent itching of my eye-lids, and the parts there- 
abouts ; and this was fo painful, that 1 could hardly keep my hands from it. It ccafed 
after 1 had waflied my eyes for a while with very cold water ; but my eye-lids were 
very Aiff all that day ; at night the itching returned ; and in the morning as I awoke, 

I felt it as ill as the morning before, and I ufed the fame remedy agaiiWI it. Iloweverj 
it continued almoA for a whole week together, and my eyes were very red, and my 
eye-lids were with difficulty moved during all that time. My pain ceafed entirely 
afterwards. About the fame time, 1 had fpread the juice of the tree very thick upon 
my hand. * Three days after they occaAoned bliAers, which foon went off without 
affe^ing me much. 1 have not experienced any thing more of the effects of this plant, 
nor had I any defire fo to do. However, 1 found that it could not exert its power upoa 
me when I was not perfpiring. 

I haye never heard that the poifon of this fumach has been mortal ; but the pin 
ceafes aAer a few days duration. The natives formerly made that fiiites of this tree, 
becaufe it has a great deal of pith. Sqpie people affured me, that a perfon fiiffeiing 
» ' 3 IF a from 
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from It$iioi(bme eshallltionsj 'ivould eafily recover by fprpadiog a mijcture of the wood 
burnt to charcoal* and hog’s lard* upon the fwelled parts. ' Some alTerted that th^ 
had really tried this remedy. In fomie places this tree is rooted out* on purpofe that its 
poifon may not affeS: the workmen. 

I recmed* as a prefent, fevcral curiofities belonging to the mineral kingdom* which, 
were colleded in the country. The following were ^hofe which were moil worth 
attention. The lirft was a white and quite tranfpnrent chryftal*. Mpny of this kind 
are found in Fenfylvania, in feveral kinds of ftone* efpccially in a pale*grey limeitone. 
The pieces are of the thicknefs and length of the little finger* and commonly as tranf* 
parent as pofilhle. But 1 havelikewife got cryftafs. here* of the length of a foot, and 
of the thicknels of a middle-fizcd man’s leg. They were not fo tranfparent as the 
formet*. 

The cubic pyrites of Bifliop Browallius f, was of a very regular texture j but its 
cubes were difierent in fize, for in feme of the cubes the planes of the fides only 
amounted to a quarter of an inch* but in the biggeft cubes they wpre full t^o incHfes. 
Some were exceedingly glittering, fo that it was very eafy to be perceived that they 
confided of fulphurcous pyrites ; but in fome, one or two fides only glittered fo well, 
and the others were dark>brown. of thefe marcafites had thi': fame colour 

on all the fides. On breaking them fliewcd the pure pyrites. They are found 
near Lancafter in this province, and fc^eftmes lie quite above the ground ; but com* 
monly they are found at the depth of eight feet or more from the furfacc of the ground, 
on digging wells and the like. Mr. Hefielius had feveral pieces of this kind or ftone, 
which he made ufe of in bis work. He firft burnt them, then pounded or ground them 
to a powder, and at lall rubbed th^ Aill finer in the ufual way ; and this afibrded him 
a fine reddilh-brown colour. , 

^ Few black pebbles areYound in this province, which on die other hand, yields many 
kinds of marble* cfpecially a white one, with pale-grey bluifli fpots, which is found in 
a quarry at the difiance of a fewEngliih miles from Philadelphia, and is very good for 
working* though it is not one of the fineft kind of marbles. They make many tomb- 
ftones and tables, enchafe chimneys and doors, floors of marble flags in the rooms* 
and the like* of this kind of marble. A quantity of this commodity is (hipped to dif- 
ferent parts of America. 

Mufcovyglafs]; is found in many places hereabouts, and fome pieces of it are pretty 
large, and as fine as thofe which are brought from Ruflia. I have feen fome of them 
which were a foot and more in length ; and 1 have feveral in my colleflion that are 
nearly nine inches fquare. The Swedes on their firft arrival here made their windows 
of this native glafe. 

Apde grey fineIimeftone§* of a compaft texture, lies in many places hereabouts* 
and afibrds a fine lime. Some pieces of it -are fo full of fine tranfparent cryftals* that 

* Kitnim ciyftallui montaaa, Lion. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 84. Cryfiallus pellucida non colontta, 

tVallcriuy’a Mineralogy, p. 100. Cryftallus montana, colourlefi cryftal. Forfler’a fetrod. to Mine- 
ralogy, p, 13. ' 

Pyrites cryftallinus, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 113. Marcliaiitte hexacdrtcae teflelares. ■* Walleriui’a 
Mineralogy, p. 2 1 1. Marcafitte, vel cryttaili pyritacei, Marcafites. Forfter’s Introd. to Mineralogy, 

P> 39* . 

I Mica membranacea, Linn. Sylt Nat. 3. p; e8. Mica membninacca pellucidifiima flexilis alba. Wal- 
jenus's Min. p.i2o. Rnfbn glafii, Mulcovy glafs, ifinglals, Viirum rutheoicum, Vitrum Marias. For- 
l^a-Iotrod , to MhienJogy, p. iS. , , . - t 

4 .Mfrnor rude, Linn. Syft. Natt 3. p. 41. Galcarens particnlisfcmtillantibus* Wall. Min, p. 39* Cal- 
nrrtis fc li i tfllai ^ glittering litncftonc. Forfter’sIntruA to MineralQgy* p- 9. - 

sumoit. 
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aimoft Ijalf of tbe libne confiftis ©f nothing elfe. But beCdes this limeftone, make 
lime hear the fea- 6 iore from oyfter ihells, and brin^ it to town in winter, which i$^£ii(d 
to be worfe for mafonry, but better for white-walliing than that which is got froitt the 
limeftone. , % 

Coals have not yet been found In Peiifylvania, but people pretend to have feen them 
higher up in the country amollg the natives. Many people however agree that they are 
met with in great quantity more to the north, near Cape Breton *. 

The ladies make wine from feme of the fruits of the land. They principally take 
Ivwhite and red currants for that purpofe, fince the flirubs of this kind are very plentiful 
in the gardens, and fticceed very well. An old failor, who had frequently been in 
Newfoundland, told me that red currants grew wild in that country in great quantity. 
They likewife make a wine of ftrawberries, which grow in great plenty in the woods,' 
but are fourer than the Swcdifii ones. The Amirican blackberries, or rubus occiden' 
t^is, arc likewife made life of for this purpofe, for they grow every where about the 
fields, almoft as abundantly asthiftles in Sweden, and have a very agreeable tafte. In 
Maryland a wine is made of the wild grapes, which grow in the woods of that province. 
Rafpberries and cherries which are planted oi^urpofe, and taken groat care of, like* 
wife afford 4 very fine wine. It is unnecdlm to give an account of the manner of 
making thp currant winc,t for in Sweden tMnrt is in higher perfedion than in North 
America. 

Sept. 21 ft. The common privet, orliguftrum vulgare, Linn, grows among the 
bufties in thickets and woods ; but I cannot determine whether it belongs to the indi- 
genous plants, or to thofe which the Ehglifh havtt, introduced, the fruits of which the ■ 
birds may have difperfed every where. The enclofures and pales are generally made 
here of wooden planks and pofts ; but a few good ceconomifjs, having already thought 
of fparing the woods for future times, have begun to plant quick-hedges round their 
fields ; and to this purpofe they take the above-mentioned privet, which they plant in a 
little bank, which is thrown up for it. The foil every where hereabouts is a clay mixed 
with fand, and of courfc very loofe. The privet-hedges however, are only adapted to 
the tamenefs of the cattle and other animals here ; for the hogs all have a triangular 
yoke about their necks, and the other cattle arc not very unruly. But in fuch places 
where the cattle break through the enclofures, hedges of this kind would make but a 
poor defence. The people who live in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, are obliged 
to keep their hogs enclofed. 

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. Cock to his country feat, about ifine miles from 
the town, to the north-weft. 

The country on both fidcs of the road was covered with a great foreft. The treiles 
were ail with annual imves, and 1 did not fee a fingle fir or pine. Moft of the trees 
were different forts of oak ; but we likewife faw chefmit, walnut, locuft, and apple 
trees, with hiccory, blackberry buftics, and the like. The ground ccafed to be fo 
even as it was before, and began to look more like the Engliih ground, diverfified 
with hills and vallies. We found neither mountmns nor great ftones, and fhe wpod 
was fo much thinned, and the ground fo uniformly even, that we could fee a ^eat 
.way between the trees, under which we rode without any inconvenioace^ for there 


* This has been confirmed, fince Cape Breton is in the hands of the Englilh ; and it is reported that 
the ftrataof coals run through the whole ifle, and fome baflet out to-day near the feadhore, fo that this 
ifle w31 afford immenfe tieafures of coals, when the government will find it convenient to luve them dug^ 

foi the benefit of the nation. F. 

■ . *! 
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were no buihes to ftbp us. In fome places* where the foil was thro^ up* we law 
fotne little {tones of thatldnd of which the houfes here are fo generally built. I intend 
to defcribe them in the fcqud. 

As we went on in the wood, w'e continually faw, at moderate dlftances, little helds 
which had been cleared of the wood. Each of thefe was a farm. Thefe forms were 
commonly very pretty, and a walk of trees frequently leAfrom them to the high-road. 
The houfes were all built of brick, or of the ftone which is here commonly met with. 
Every countryman, even though he were the pooreft peafant, had an orchard with 
apples, peaches, chefuuts, w'alnuts, cherries, quinces, 'and fuch fruits, and {bmetimes 
we fow the vines climbing along them. The vallies were frequently provided with 
little brooks which contained a ci^llal ftream. The corn, on the fides of ’the road, 
was almoft all mown, and no other grain bolides maize and buckwheat was {landing. 
The former was to be met \vlth near eSch farm, in greater or leffer quantities ; it grew 
very well and to a great length, the ftalks being from lix to ten feet high, and covered 
with fine green leaves. Buckwheat likewlfe.was not very uncommon, and in fome 
places the people were beginning to reap it. I intend, in thefequel, to be more par- 
ticular about the qualities and ufe of thefe Idnds of cum. 

After a ride of fix Englifh miles, we ^came to Germantown ; this town has only one 
llreer, but is near twq Engliih miles long. It is for the greaieft part inha6ited by Ger- 
mans, who from time to time come from their country to North America, and fettle 
here, becaufe they enjoy fuch privileges, as they are not pofleffed of any where elfc. 
Moft of the inhabitants are manufafturers, and make almoft every thing in fuch quan-- 
tity and perfection, that in a {hurt time this province will want very little from Eng- 
land, its mother country. Moft of the houfes were built of the ftone which is mixed 
with glimmer, and found every where towards Philadelphia, but is more fcarce further 
on. Several houfes however vva'e made of brick. They were commonly two {lories 
high, and fometimes higher. I'he roofs confifted of {hingles of the white cedar wood. 
Their fhape rcfemblt-d that of the roofs in Sweden, but the angles they formed at the 
top were either obtufe, right angled, or acute, according as the Hopes were fteep or 
eafy. They fometimes formed either the half of an odagon, or the half of a do- 
decagon. 

Many of the roofs W'ere made in fuch a manner that they could be walked upon, 
having a baluftradc round them. Many of the upper ftories had balconies before 
them, from whence the people had a profped into the ftreet. The windows, even 
thofe in the third ftory, had ftiutters. Each houfe had a fine garden. The town had 
tl^ee churches, one for the Lutherans, another for the Reformed Proteflants, and the 
third for theOuakers. The inhabitants were fo numerous, that the {Ireet was always 
lull. The Baptifts have likewife a mceting-houfe. 

Sept. 2 ad. After I had been at church, I employed the remainder of the day in 
converfing with the moft confiderablc people in town, who had lived here for a long 
while, and I enquired into the curiofities hereabouts. 

Mr. Cock had a fine fpring near his houfc ; it came from a fandy hill, and aftorded 
water enough conftantly to fill a little brook. Juft above this fpring Mr. 4 ^ock 
had eroded a building from thofe abovc.mentioned glittering Hones, into which were 
put many jugs and other earthern veficlsfuliof milk: for it kept very well in cold 
water during the great heat with which the fummor is attended here. . « 

; laftenvards met with many houfes which were fituated like this, on fprings, and 
thei^o^ virere deftined to keep the meat and milk frelh. 

Almoft all the endofures round the corn-fields and mead ows hereabouts, m&reihade 

6 ■ " ■ ' ■ of 
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vf |>Ianks a horizontal diradipn. I only perceived a hedge of privpt In one 

ftngle place. The enclofures were not made like ours ; for the people here take 
from four to fix feet in height, and make two or three holes into them, fo that tnefe 
was a diilance of two feet and above between them. Such a pod does the fame fm*- 
vicp as two, and fometimes three poles are fcarce ihHicient. The polls were faftened 
in the ground, at two or tht;pe fathoms diilance from each other, and the holes hi 
them kept up the planks, which were nine inches, and fometimes a foot broad, and 
lay above each other from one poll to the next. Such an enclofure therefore looked 
at a diilance like the hurdles in which we cnclofe the Iheep at night in Sweden. They 
were really no defer than hurdles, being only deftined to keep out the greater animals, 
fuch as cows and horfes. The hogs are kept near the farm*houfes every where about 
Philadelphia, and therefore this enclofure does not need to be made defer on thdr 
account. Chefnut-trees were commonly made„ufe of for this purpofc, becaufe this 
wood keeps longeil againil putrefadion j and an enclofure made of it can Hand for 
thirty years together. But where no chefnut wood was to be got, the white and likewife 
black oaks were taken fojr that purpofc. Of all kinds of wood, that of the red cedar 
holds out the longed. The greattd quantity of it is bought up here ; for near Phi- 
ladelphia it is not plentiful enough to be,.fpadc ufe of for enclolprcs; however, 
there are many enclofures near the town made$f this wood. 

The bed wood forfud,*in every body’s opinion, the hiccory, or a fpecies of wal- 
nut ; for it heats well, but is not good for enclofures, lince it cannot well 
withdand putrefadion when it is in the open air. The white and black 
oaks arc next in gooduefs for fuel. The woods with which Philadelphia u 
furrounded, would lead one to conclude, that fuel mud be cheap there. But it 
is far from being fo, becaufe ^the great and high fored near the town is the pro- 
perty of fomc people of quality and fortune, who do not regard the money which they 
could make of them. I’licy do not fell fo much as they require for their own ufe, and 
much lefs would they fell it toothers. But they leave the trees for times to come, exped- 
ing that wood will become much more fcarce. However, they fell it to joiners, coach 
makers, and other artids, who pay exorbitantly for it. For a quantity of hiccory of 
eight feet in length, and four in depth, and the pieces being likewife four feet long, 
they paid at prefent eighteen {hillings of Penfylvanian currency. But the fame quan- 
tity p{ oak only came" to twelve (hillings. The people who came at prefent to fell 
wood in the market were peafants, who lived at a great didance from the town. Every 
body complained that fuel, in the fpacc of a few years, was rifen in price to many times 
as much again as it had been ; and to account for this, the following roafons were 
given : the town is increafed to fuch a degree, as to be four or fix times bigger ail9 
more populous than what fome old people have known it to be, when they were 
young. Many brick-kilns have been made hereabouts, which require a great quantity 
of wood. The country is likewife more cultivated than it ufed to be, and confequcntly, 

S eat woods havebgen cut down for that purpofe, and the farms built in thoftf places 
:ewife confume a quantity of wood. Ladly, they melt iron out of the ore, in feyeral 
places about the town, and this work always goes on without interruption. For thefe 
reafoni it is concluded, in future times, Philadelphia will be obliged to pay a great price 
for Wood* 

The wine of blackberries, which has a very fine tade, is made in the following man- 
ner. "’The juice of the blackberries is preded out and put into a vedel, with half a 
^llon of this juice, an equid quantity of water is well mixed. Three pounds of brown ^ 
fusrar arn^dd^ to this mixture, which mud then Hand fdr a while, and s^er that it is 

■ 'fit 




fit for u|e* Cheity ^ine is made in the fame manner ;* but eare mafl; be taken' that 
when the juice i$ preffed out, the ftones be not crulhed, for they give the wine a bad 
tafte. 

They make brandy from peachea here, after the following method: the fruit is cut 
afonder, and the -ftones arc taken out ; the pieces of fruit are then put into a veffel, 
where they are left for three weeks or a month, till they are quite putrid ; they are 
then put into a diftilling veflel, and the brandy is made and afterwards diftilled over 
agiun. This brandy is not good for people who have a more refined tafte, but it is (jily 
for the common kind of people, fuch as workmen and the like. 

Apples yield a brandy, when prepared in the fame manner as the peaches. But 
for this purpofe thofe apples :u*e chiefly taken which fall from the tree befi:)re they 
are ripe. 

The American night-ftiade, or phytolacca decandra, Linn. S. N. grows abiindanily 
near the farms, on* the high road, in hedges and bulhes, and in fevcnd places in the 
fields. Whenever I came to any of thefe places I was lure of finding this plant in 
great abundance. ■ Moft of them hard red berries, which greWun bunches, and looked 
very t^pting, though they were not at all fit for eating. Some of thefe plants were ) et 
in flower. Infqpic places, fuch as in the hedges, and near the houfes, they fometimes 
grow two fathoms high, but in th^ fields were always low ; yet I could no where per- 
ceive that the cattle had eaten of it. A German of this place, who was a confcflioncr, 
told me, that the dyers gathered the roots of this plant and made a fine red dye of them. 

Here are feveral fpecies of fquirrcis. The ground fquirrcls, or feiurus ftriatus 
Linn. S. N. are commonly kept in cages, bccaufe they are very pretty j but they cannot 
be entirely tamed. The greater fquirrels, or feiurus cinereus, Linn. S. N. frequently 
do a great deal of mifehief in the plantations, but particularly deftroy the maize. For 
they climb up the ftalks, cut the cars in pieces, and eat only the loofe and fweet kernel, 
which lies quite in the infide. I'hey fometimes come by hundreds upon a maize-field, 
and then deftroy the whole crop of a countryman in one night. In Maryland therefore 
every one is obliged annually to bring four fquirrcls, and their heads are given to the 
furveyor, to prevent deceit. In otherprovinces every bt>dy that kills fquivia Ls received two- 
pence a-piece for them from the public, on delivering the heads, 'i’iicir flefli is eaten 
and reckoned a dainty. The {kins are fold, but arc not much cfiecined. Squirrels arc 
the chief food of the rattle-fnake*and other fnakes ; suid it was a common fancy with 
the people hereabouts, that when the rattle-fnake lay on the ground, and fixed its eyes 
upon a fquirrel, the latter would be as it were fafcinaiod, and that though it were on 
ti^ uppermoft branches of a tree, yet it would come down by degrees, till it leaped 
iiTO the fnake’s mouth. The fnake then licks the little animal feveral times, and 
makes it w’et all over with its fpittle, that it may go down the throat caficr. It then 
fwallows the whole fquirrel at once. When the fnake has made fuch a good meal, it 
lies down to reft without any concern. 

The quadruped, which Dr. Linnaeus, in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, has deferibed by the name of urfus cauda elongata, and which he calls urfus 
lotor, in his Syftema Naturae, is here called raccoon. It is found very frequently, and dc- 
ftroys roanychickens. It is hunted by dogs ; and when it runs upon a tree to fave itTeli', a 
man climbs upon the tree after it and fhakes it down to the ground, where the dogs kill 
iff The flefti is eaten, and is reputed to tafte well. The bone of its male parts, is^ade 
. ufeof for a tobacco-ftopper. ’’rhe hatters purchafe their fkins, and make hats out of the 
hair, which are next in goodnefs to beavers. 'I'he tail is worn round the neck in winter , 
and therefore is likewife valuable. The raccoon is frequently the food of fnakea|., 

^ ^ Some 
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Some EngllNpii^ aflerted that near the river Potomack in Virgima, a great quantity 
of oyfter'lhells ^ere to be met with* and that they themfelves had feen whole moun- 
taiiK of them. The place where they are found is faid to be about two Englilh miles 
diftant from the fea*lhore. The proprietor of that ground bums lime out of them. 
This ftratum of oyfter-fliells is two fathoms and more deep. Such quantities of fhells 
havelikewife been found in other places, efpecially in New York, on digging in the 
ground, and in one place, at the diftance of feme Englifh miles from the fea, a vaft 
qmndty of oyfter-lhells, and of other fhells, was found. Some people conjeftured that 
thi^tives had formerly lived in that place, and had left the fhells of the oyfters which 
they had confumed, in fuch great heaps. But others could not conceive how it hap- 
pened th?t they were thrown in fuch immenfe quantities all into one place. 

Every one is of opinion that the American favages were a very good-natured people, 
if they were not attacked. Nobody is fo ftrift in keeping his word as a favage. if 
any one of their allies come to vifit them, they fliew him more kindnefs, and greater 
endeavours to ferve him, than he could have expefted from his ovm countrymen. 
Mr. Cock gave me the .following relation, as a proof of their integrity. About two 
years ago an Englifh merchant travelling amongft the favages, in order to fell them 
neceflanes, and to buy other goods, was fecretly killed, without the murderer’s being 
found out. But about a year after, the favages found out the guilty perfon amonglt 
themfelves. I'hey immediately took him up, bound his hands on his back, and thus 
fent him with a guard to the governor at Philadcl])hia, and fent him word, that they 
could no lojiger acknowledge this wretch (who had been fo wicked towards an Englifh- 
inan) as their countryman, and therefore would have nothing more to dft with him, 
and that they delivered him up to the governor, to be punifhed for his villany as the 
laws of England diredl:. This Indian was afterwards hanged at Philadelphia. 

Their good natural parts are’ proved by the following account, which many people 
have given me as a true one. When they fend their ambafladors to the Englilh colo- 
nies, m order to fettle things of confequence with the governor, they fit down on the 
ground, as fooii as they come to his audience, and hear with great attention the 
governor’s demands, which they are to make an anfwer to. His demands are fometimes 
many ; yet they have only a flick In their hand, and make their marks on it with a 
knife, without writing any thing elfe down. But when they return the next day to 
give in their refolurions, they anfwer all the governor’s article in the fame order in 
which he delivered them, without leaving one out, or changing the order } and give 
fuch accurate anfwers, as if they had an account of them at full length in writing. 

Mr. Sleidorn related another ftory, which gave me great pleafure. He faid he hjd 
been at New York, and had found a venerable old American favage amongft feveral 
others in an inn. This old man began to talk with Sleidorn as foon as the liquor was 
getting the better of his head, and boafted that he could write and read in Englifh, 
Sleidorn therefore defired leave to alk a queftion, which the old man readily granted. 
Sleidorn then alked him, whether he knew who was firft circumcifed ? and the old man 
immediately anfwered. Father Abraham ; but at the fame time alked leave to propofe 
a queftion m his turn, which Sleidorn granted ; the old man then faid, w^ho the 
dhakcr ? Sleidorn find it was uncertain, that feme took one perfon for it, and fome 
another ; but the cunning old fellow told him, you are miftaken, fir ; Mordecai was 
the firft quaker, for he would not take off his hat to Ihunan. Many of the favages, 
who yet heathens, are faid to have fome obfeure notion of the deluge. But I am 
convinced, from my own experience, that they are not at all acquainted with it. 
vnr. -vitt. 30 I met 
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I met with people here who maintained that giants had formerly lived m thefe parts, ' 
and the following particulars confirmed them in this opinion. A few years ago fome 
people digging in the ground, met with a grave which contained human bones of an 
aftonifhing fize. Ihe tibia is faid to have been fourteen feet long, and the os femoris 
to have meafured as much. The teeth are likcwife faid to have been of a fize pro- 
portioned to the reft. But more bones of this land have not yet been found. Perfons 
ikilled in anatomy, who have feen thefe bones, have declared that they were human 
bones. One of the teeth has been fent to Hamburgh, to a perfon who collefted naUiral 
curiofities. Among the favages, in the neighbourhood of the place where the bmes 
were found, there is an account handed down through many generations from fathers to 
children, that in this neighbourhood, on the banks of a river, there lived a .very tall 
and ftrong man, in ancient times, who carried the people over the river on his back, 
and waded in the water, though it was very deep. Every body to whom he did this 
fervico gave him fome maize, fome Ikins of animals, or the like. In fine, he got his 
livelihood by this means, and was, as it were, the ferryman of thofe who wanted to pafs 
the river. "I 

'I’he'foil here confifts for the greateft part of fund, which is more or lefs mixed with 
clay. Both the fand and the clay are of the colour of pale bricks. To judge by ap- 
pearance the ground was none of the beft ; and this conjecture was verilied by the 
inhabitants of the country. When a corn-field has been obliged to bear the fame kind 
of com for three years together, it does not after that produce any thing at all, if it be 
not well manured, or fallowed for fome years, hlunure is very difficult to be got, 
and therefore people rather leave the field uncultivated. In that interval it is covered 
with all forts of plants and trees ; and the countryman, in the meanwhile, cultivates a 
piece of ground which has till then been fallow, or he^ chufes a part of the ground 
which has never been ploughed before, and he can in both cafes be pretty fore of a 
plentiful crop. This method can here be ufed with great convenience ; for the foil 
is loofe, fo that it can eafily be ploughed, and every countryman has commonly a great 
deal of land for his property. The cattle lu'rc are neither lumfcd in winter, nor 
tended in the fields, and for this reafon they cannot gather a folficicnt quantity of 
dung. 

The cattle were originally brought from Europe. The natives have never had any, 
and at prefent, few of them care to get any. But the cattle degenerate by degrees here, 
and become fmallcr ; for the cows, horfes, Iheep, and hogs, are all larger in England, 
though thofe which are brought over are of that breed. But the firfl generation de- 
creafes a little, and the third and fourth is of the fame fize with the cattle already com- 
mon here. The climate, the foil, and the food, altogether contribute their lliare 
towards producing this change. 

It is remarkable that the inhabitants of the country, commonly foonor acqiu're 
underftanding, but likcwife grow fooner old than the people intEurope. It is nothing 
uncommon to fee little children giving fprightly and ready anfwers to qtieftions that 
are propofed to them, fo that they feem to have as much underftanding as old men. 
But they do not attain to fuch an age as the Europctins ; and it is alnioft an unheard of 
thing, that a perfon bom in this country, fhould live to be- eighty or ninety years'of 
age. ^ But I only fpeak of the Europeans that fettled here ; for the favaget:, or firft 
inhabitants, frecjuently attained a great age, though at prefent foch examples are 
uttcominon, which is chiefly attributed to the great ufe of brandy, which the f^ages 
. have leamt of the Europeans; Thofe who are born in Europe attain a greater age here 
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* than thofe who are bom here of European parents. In the laft war it plainly ^^red 
that thefe new Americans were by far lefs hardy than the Europeans in exp^tions, 
fieges, and long fp-voyages, and died in numbers. It is very difficult for them to ufe 
themfelves to a climate different from their own. The women ceafe bearing children 
fooner than in Europe. They feldom or newr have children after they are forty or 
forty-five years old, and feme leave off in the thirtieth year of their age. I enquired' 
into the caufes of this, but no one could give me a good one. Some faid it was owing 
to affluence in which the people live here. Some aicribed it to the inconftancy and 
changeabloncfs of the weather, and believed that there hardly was a country on earth 
in which the weather changes fo often in a day ais it does here. For if it were ever fo 
hot, one could not be certain whether in twenty-four hours there would not be a piercing 
cold ; nay, foinetimes the weather will change five or fix times a day. 

The trees in this country have the fame qualities as its inhabitants. For the fhips 
which are built of American wood, are by no means equal in point of ftrength, 
to thofe which arc built in Europe. This is what nobody attempts to contradict. 
AVlien a fliip, which is built here, has ferved eight or twelve years, it is worth little ; 
and if one is to be met with which has been in ufe longer, and is yet ferviceable, it is 
reckoned very aftonifliing. It is difficult to fipd out the caufes from whence this 
happens. Some lay the fault to thebadnefs of the wood ; others condemn the method 
of building the lliips, whicli is to make them of trees which are yet green and have had 
no time to dry. 1 believe both caufes are joined, for I found oak, which at the utmoff; 
had been cut down about twelve years, and was covered by a hard bark ; but upon 
tal;ing off this bark, the wood below it was almoft entirely rotten, and like ffour, fo that 
I could rub it into powder between my lingers. How much longer will not our 
European oak ftand before it moulders ! 

At night we returned to Philatlelphia. 

Sept. 23d. Their arc no hares in this country, but fome animals which are a medium 
b(^ecu our bares and rabbits, and make a great devaftation whenever they get into 
fields of cabbages and turnips. 

Many people have not been able to find out why the North American plants, which 
are carried to Europe and planted there, for the greatell partffower folate, and do not 
get ripe fruit before the froft overtakes them, although it appears from feveral accounts 
of travels, that the winters in Penfylvania, and more fo thofe in New' York, New 
England, and Canada, are full as fevere as our Swedilh winters, and therefore are 
much feverer than thofe which are felt in England. Several men of judgment charged 
me for this rcafon to examine and enquire into this phamomenon with all poffible 
care. But I fliall, inftead of an anfwer rather give a few remarks which I made upon 
the climate and upon the plants of North America, and leave my readers at liberty 
to draw the conclufions. 

I. It is true, that the wrinters in Penfylvania, and much more thofe in the more, 
northern provinces, are frequently as fevere as our Swedilh winters, and much colder 
than tlie Englifli ones, or thofe of the fouthern parts of Europe. For I found at 
Philadelphia, which is above twenty degrees more foutheriy than feveral provinces in 
Sw^en, that the thermometer of profeflbr Celfiusfcll twenty-four degrees below , the 
freezing point in winter. Yet I was afl'ured that the winters I fpent here were none 
of the^coldeft, but only common ones, which I could likewife conclude from the 
DelawVe's not being frozen ffrong enough to bear a carriage at Philadelphia during 
my ffay, though this often happens. On confidering the breadth of the river, w'hich 
1 have already mentioned in my defcription.of Philadelphia, and the difference between 

30a high 
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(ugh and low water, which is dght EngliOi feet ; it will pretty plainly app6ar, that a 
very intenfe froft is required to cover the Delaware with fuch thick ice. 

a. But it is likewifc true, that though the winters are fevere here, yet they are 
commonly of no long duration } and I can juilly fay, that they do not continue above 
two months, and fometimes even Ipfs at Philadelphia; and it is fomcthing very 
uncommon when they continue for three months together, infomuch that it is put into 
the gazettes. Nearer the pole the winters are fomewhat longer, and in the quite 
northern parts they are as long as the Swediih winters. The daily meteorological 
obfervations which I have made during my ftay in America, and which are anncxea to 
this work, will give more light in this matter. 

3. The heat in fummer is exceflive, and without intermiffion. I own I have fecn 
the thermometer rife ^ to nearly the fame degree at Aobo in Finland. But the 
difference is, that when the thermometer of profeffor Celfius rofe to thirty degrees 
above the freezing point, once in two or three fummers at Aobo, the fame thermo- 
meter did not only, for three months together, Hand at the fame degree, but even 
fometimes rofe higher, not only in Penfylvania, but likewile in New York, Albany, 
and a great part of Canada. During the fummers which I fpent at Philadelphia, the 
thermometer has two or three times rifen to thirty-fix degrees above the freezing 
point. It may therefore with great certainty be hiid, that in Penfylvania, the greateft 
part of April,' the whole of May, and all the following mdnths till Oclober, are like 
‘our Swediih months of June and July. So exceflive and continued a heat inuft cer- 
tainly have very great effedts. I here again refer to my meteorological obfervations. 
It muft likewife be aferibed to the effedfs of this heat that the common melons, the 
water melons, and the pumpions of different forts, are fown in the fields without any 
bells or the like put over them, and yet are ripe as early as July ; further, that cherries 
are ripe at Philadelphia about the 25th of May, and ihat in Penfylvania the wheat is 
frequently reaped in the middle of June. 

4. The whole of September, and half, if not the whole of Odlobcr, are the finefl; 
months in Penfylvania ; for the preceding ones are too hot. But thefe reprefent our 
July and half of Auguff. I’hc greateft part of the plants arc in flower in September, 
and many do not begin to open their flowers before the latter end of this month. I 
make no doubt that the goodnefs of the feafon, which is enlivened by a clear fky and 
a tolerable hot fun-lhinc, greatly contributes totvards this laft effort of Flora. Yet 
though thefe plants come out fo late, they are quite ripe before the middle of October. 
But I am not able to account for their coining up fo late in autumn ; and 1 rather alk, 
why do not the centaurea jacea, the gentiana, amarella, and centaurium of Lin- 
naeus, and the common golden rod, or folidago virgaurca, flower before the end of 
fummer ? or why do the common noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, the wild 
violets (viola martia, Linn.) the mezereon (daphne mezercum, Linn.) and other 
plants (hew their flowers fo eariy in fpring ? has pleafed the Almighty Creator 
to give to them this difpoiiuun. The weather at Philadelphia during thefe months 
is ftiewn by my meteorological tables. I have taken the greateft care in iny obferva- 
tions, and have always avoided putting the thermometer into any place where the fun 
could fliine upon it, or where he had before heated the wall by his beams ; foA in 
thofc cafes my obfervations would certainly not have been exaft. The weather during 
our September and October is too well known to want an explanation. * 

e. However 

• The Englifli reader, who is perhaps not fo well acquainted with the weather of the Swedifli autuntn, 
may form an idea of it, by having recourfe to the Cakndarium Flone, or the botanical and ccconomical 
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5. Howevor there are fome fpontaneous plants in Penfylvania, which doiK^ ev^ 
year bring thdr feeds to maturity before the cold begins. To thefe belong fome :^ecie8 
of gentiana, of afters, and others. But in thefe too the wifdom of the Creator has 
wifely ordered every thing in its turn. For almoft all the plants which have thequality* 
of ftowering fo late in autumn, are perennial, or fuch as, though they have no feed to 
propagate themfelves, can revive by (hooting hew branches and ftalks from the fame 
root every year. But perhaps a natural caufe may be given to account for the late 
growth of thefe plants. Before the Europeans came into this country, it was inhabited 
by lavage nations, who pra£tifcd agriculture but little, or not at all, and chiefly lived 
upon hunting and flfliing. The woods, therefore, have never been meddled with, ex- 
cept that fometimes a fniall part was deftroyed by fire. The accounts which we have 
of the firil landing of the Europeans here, (hew that they found the country all over 
covered with thick forefts. * From hence it follows, that, excepting the higher trees, 
and the plants which grow in the water or near the (bore, the reft muft, for the great- 
eft part, have been obliged to grow, perhaps for a thoufand years together, in a made, 
either below or between the trees, and they therefore naturally belong to thofe W'hich 
are only peculiar to woody and (hady places. The trees in this country drop their leaves 
in fuch quantities in autumn, that the ground is covered with them to the depth of four 
or five inches. Thefe leaves lie a good while in the next fummer before they moulder, 
and this muft of courfe hinder the growth of the plants which arc under*the trees, at the 
fame time depriving them of the few rays of the fun, which can come down to them 
through the thick leaves at the top of the trees. Thefe caufes joined together make 
fuch plants flt)W'er much later than they would otherwife do. May it not therefore be 
faid, that in fo many centuries thefe plants had at laft contraffed a habit of coming up 
very late, and that it would now require a great fpace of time to make them lofe this 
habit, and ufe them to quicken their growth ? 

Sept. a4th. Wc employed this whole day in gathering the feeds of plants of all 
kinds, and in putting fcarce plants into the herbal. 

Sept. 25th. Mr. lielfelius made me a prefent of a little piece of petrified wood, 
which was found in the ground here. It was four inches long, one inch broad, and 
three lines thick. It might plainly be feen that it had formerly been wood. For in 
the places where it had been polilhed, all the longitudinal fibres were eafily diftinguiih’' 
able, fo that it might have been taken for a piece of oak which was cut fmooth. hfy 
piece was part of a ftill greater piece. It was here thought to be petrified hiccory. 
I afterwards got more of it from other people. Mr. Lewis Evans told me, that on the 
boundaries of Virginia, a great petrified block of hiccory had been found in the ground, 
with the bark on it, which was likewife petrified. 

Mr. John Bartram, an Englilhman, who lives in the country, about four miles from 
Philadelphia, has acquired a great knowledge of natural philofophy and hiftory, and 
feeins to Ixj born with a peculiar genius for thefp fciences. " In his youth he had no 
opportunity of going to fchool. But by his own diligence and indefatigable application 
he got, without inftruftion, fo ftur in Latin, as to underftand all Latin books, and even 
thofe which were filled with botanical terms. He has, in feveral fucceflive years, made 
fra]||||nt excurfions into diflPerent diftant parts of North America, with an intention of 
ga&ering all forts of plants which are fcarce and little known. Thofe which he found 
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he has planted in his own botanical garden, hnd likcwife fent over their feeds or frelh 
roots to England. We owe to him the knowledge of many fcarce plants, which he firft 
found, and which were never known before. He has {hewn great judgmet)*, and an 
attention which lets nothing efcape unnoticed. Yet with all thefe great qualities, he is 
to be blamed for his negligence ; for he did not care to write down his numerous and 
ufeful obfervations. His mends at London once obliged him to fend them a fhort 
account of one of his travels, and they were very ready, with a good intention, though 
not with fufficicnt judgment, to get this account printed. But this book did Mr. 
Bartram more harm thait goqd ; for as he is rather backward in writing down what he 
knows, this publication was found to contain but few new obfervations. It would not 
however be doing juftice to Mr. Bartram’s merit, if it were to be judged of by this 
performance. He has not filled it with a thoufandth part of the great knowledge which 
he has acquired, in natural philofophy and hiftory, cfpccially in regard to North 
America. I have often been at a lofs to think of the Iburces, from whence he got 
many things which came to his knowledge. I likcwife owe him many things, for he 
poffefled that great quality of communicating every thing he knew. I fhall, therefore, 
in the fequel, frequently mention this gentleman. For i fiiould never forgive myfelf 
if I were to omit the name of the firft inventor, and claim that as my own invention 
which I learnt from another perfon. 

Many mufclc-fhells, or mytili anatini, are to be met with*^ on the north-weft fide of 
the town, in the clay-pits, which were at prefent filled with water from a little brook in 
the neighbourhood. Thefe mufcles feein to have been waflicd into that place by the 
tide, when the water in the brook was high. For thefe clay-pits are not old, but were 
lately made. Poor boys fometimes go out of town, w'ade in tlie water, and gather great 
quantities of thefe (hells, which they fell very eafily, they being reckoned a dainty. 

T'he Virginian azarule, with a red fruit, or Linna:us‘’s cratsegus crus galli, is a fpccics 
of hawthorn, and they plant it in hedges, for want of that hawthorn, which is commonly 
ufed for this purpofe in Europe. Its berries are red, and of the fame fizc, Ihapc, and 
tafte, with thofeof our hawthorn. Yet this trt;e does not feem to make a good hedge, 
for its leaves were already fallen, whilft other trees ftill preferred theirs. Its fpines are 
very long and (harp ; their length being two or three inches. Thefe fpines arc applied 
to fome inconfiderablc ufe. Each berry contains two ftones. 

Mr Bartram alTured me, that the North American oak cannot refift putrefafbion for 
near fuch a fpace of time as the European. For this reafon, the boats (which carry all 
forts of goods down from the upper parts of the country) upon the river Hudfon, which 
is one of the greateft in thefe parts, are made of two kinds of wood. That part which 
muft always be under water, is made of black oak ; but the upper part, which is now 
above and now under water, and is therefore more expofed to putrefaction, is made of red 
cedar, or juniperis Virginiana, which is reckoned the moft hardy wood in the country. 
The bottom is made of black oak, becaufc that wood is very tough. Fqr tlie river 
being full of ftones, and the boats frequently running againft them, the black oak 
gives way, and therefore docs not eafily crack. But the cedar would not do for this 
purpofe, becaufe it is hard and brittle. ' The oak likewife is not fo much attacked^by 
putrefa^ion, when it is always kept under water. 

In autumn, I could always get good pears here; but every body acknowledges that 
this fruit would not fucceed well in the country. 

All.m'y obfervations and remarks on the qualities of the rattlcTnakc, are infetted in 
• Th Swediflfccadcmy of fcienccs, for the year 175 a, p. 316 , and for 

•^vform an' 753> P* 54> and thither 1 refer the reader.* 

* n ”cal, &c. cafes and experiments, trauflated from the Swedilh, London 1758. p. aSa. P- 
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Bears are very numerous higher up in the country, and do much mirphict. Mr. 
Bartram told me, that when a bear catches a cow, he kills her in the following man* 
ner : he bites a hole into the hide, and blows with all bis power into it, till the animal 
fwells exceffively and dies ; for the air expands greatly between the fleih and the hide.* 
An old Swede, called Nils Guftave's fon, who was ninety-one years of age, faid, that 
in his youth, the bears had been very frequent hereabouts, but that they had Telkom 
attacked the cattle : that whenever a bear was killed, its fleih was prepared like pork, 
and that it had a very good taftc ; and the fleih of bears is ftill prepared like ham, on 
the river Morris. The environs of Philadelphia, and even the whole province of Pen- 
fylvanla in general, contain very few bears, they having been extirpated by degrees. 
In Virginia- they kill them in feveral difierent ways. Their fleih is eaten by both rich 
and poor, fince it is reckoned equal in goodnefs to pork. In fome parts of this pro- 
vince, where no hogs can be kept, on account of the great lihmbers of bears, the people 
are ufed to catch and Jtill them, and to ufe them inftead of hogs. The American 
bears, however, are faid to be lefs fierce and dangerous than the European ones. 

Sept. 26th. The broad plantain, or plantago major, grows on the high-roads, 
foot-paths, meadows, and in gardens, in great plenty. Mr. Bartram had found this 
plant in many places on his travels, but he did not know whether it was an original 
American plant, or whether jhc Europeans had brought it over. This doubt had its 
rife from the favages (who always had an extenfive knbwledge of the plants of the 
country) pretending that this plant never grew here before the arrival of the Euro- 
peans. They therefore gave it a name which fignifles, the Englifhman’s foot; for they 
fay, that where a European had walked, there this plant grew in his foot-fteps. 

The chenopodium album, or gpofefoot with fmuated leaves, grows in plenty in the 
gardens. But it is more fcarce near the houfes, in the ftreets, on dunghills, and corn- 
fields, This feems to llicw, that it is. not a native of America, but has been brought 
over amongft other feeds from Europe. In the fame manner it is thought that the 
tanfey, (tanacetum vulgarc, Linn.) which grows here and there in the hedges, on the 
roads, and near houfes, was produced from European feeds. 

The common vervain, with blue flowers, or verbetia officinalis, was fliewn to me by 
Mr. Bartram, not far from his houfe, iix a little plain near Philadelphia. It was the only 
place where he had found it in America ; and for this reafon I fuppofe it was likewife 
fown here amongft other European feeds. 

Mr. Bartram was at this time building a houfe in Philadelphia, and had funk a 
cellar to a confiderable depth, the foil! of which was thrown out. I here obferved 
the following ftrata : the upper loofe foil was only half a foot deep, and of a dark 
brown colour. Under it was a ftratum\ of clay, fo much blended with fand, that it 
was in greater quantity than the clay it%If ; and this ftratum was eight feet deep. 
Thefe were both brick coloured. I'he next flratum confifled of little pebbles mixed 
with a coarfe fand. The floncs confiftath either of a clear, or of a dark quartz ; f 

* 1 * 9 ® tlie appearance of a vulgar error rlMeither doea the fuccceding account of the American 

bi ' * S caniivoronii, agree with the obfervationa dtUK mod judicioua travellers, who deny the faft. P. 

'wever. It might be feafible to reconcile b^H opiiiiona. For Europe baa two or three kinda of 
b_ •. fpecica of which is caniivoroua, the other -Lika only on vegetables: the large brown ^lecMS, 
with its fmall variety, are reputed to be carnivorous, black fpecies is merely phytivoroua. In cafe 
therefore both fpecies are found in North America, i|VVald be very eafy to account for their being both 
carnivorous and not. F. f > 

f Quarlr.um hyallnum, Linn. Syll. Nat. j. p. 65. uartzum folidu^pellocidum, Walterii Miner, gt. 
The common quartz, Forller’s Mineralogy, p. t6. line d quartzum coleratum, Linn. Syft. Nat. j. p. 6j. 
Qnartzum foiidum opacum coloratum. Wall. Min. 99^ The impure quartai, Forft. Min. p. 16. 
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they were qvite fmootfi and roundiih on the outilde, and lay in a ftratum Which was 
a foot deep. Then the brick-coloured clay mixed with land appeared again. Bat 
the depth of this ftratum could not be determined. Query, Could ^he river formerly 
have reached to this place and formed thefe ftrata ? 

Mr. Bartram has not only frequently found oyfter-ftiells in the ground, but like- 
wife met with fuch Ihells and fnails, as undoubtedly belong to the fea, at the diftance 
of a hundred and more Englifh miles from the iliore. He has even found them on 
the ridge of mountains which feparate the Englilh plantations from the habitations of 
the ravages. Thefe mountains, which the Englifli call the blue mountains, are of 
confiderable height, and extend in one continued chain from north to fouth, or front 
Canada to Carolina. Yet in fome places they have gaps, which are as it Were broke 
through, to afford a paffage for the great* rivers, which roll down into the lower 
country. 

The callia chamsecrifta grew on the roads through the woods, and fomctinies on 
uncultivated fields, efpecially when flirubs grew in them. Its leaves are like thofe of 
the fcnfitive plant, or mimofa, and have likewife the quality of contracling when 
touched, in common with the leaves of the latter. 

The crows in this country are little different from our common crows in Sweden. 
Their fize is the fame with that of our crows, and they .are as black as jet in every 
part of their body. I faw them flying to-day in great numbers together. Their 
voice is not quite like that of our crows, but has rather more of the cry of the rook, or 
Linnaeus’s corvus frugilegus. 

Mr. Bartraih related, that on his joumies to the northern Englifli colonies, he had 
difeovered great holes in the mountains on the banks of rivers, which, according to 
his defeription, rauft exaftly have been fuch giants’ .pots, * as are to be met with in 
Sweden, and which I have deferibed in a particular differtation read in the Royal 
Swedilh Academy of Sciences. Mr. Bartram has likewife addreffed fome letters to 
the Royal Society at London upon this fubjera. For fome people pretended that 
thefe holes were made by the favages, that ^ey might in time of war hide their 
com and other valuable effc£l:s in them. Bu he wrote againft this opinion, and ac- 
counted for the origin of thefe cavities in Ae following manner: When the ice 
fetdes, many pebbles ftick in it ; in fpring, |[whcn the fnow’ melts, the water in the 
rivers fwells m high that it reaches above me place where thefe holes are now found 
in the mountains. The ice therefore will f courfe float as high. And then it 
often happens that the pebbles which were dbntaincd in it ever fmee autumn, when 
it firft fettled on the banks of the river, fj^jll out of the ice upon the rocky bank, 
and are from thence carried into a cleft or^^crack by the water. Thefe pebbles arc 
then continually turned about by the watei^^ which comes in upon them, and by this 
means they gradually form the hole. The'jjwater at the fame time polilhes the ftonc 
by its circular motion round it, and hel^ ' to make the hole or cavity round. It is 
certain that by this turning and toifing tZe ftone is at laft unfit for this purpofe : 
but the river throws coromraly every fprt^ other ftoncs inftead of it into thfi^arity, 
and they are turned round in the fame By this whirling, both the iqjHBiin 

and the ftone afford cither a fine or a coL^ e fand, which is walhed away by th^ntter, 
when in fpring, or at other dmes, it is hir^.. enough to thrdtv its waves into the cavity. 
This was the opinion of Mr. Bartram ut the origin of thefe cavides. The Royal 

♦ Id Sweden, and in the nortB of Cermany, tfeietound holee in men, with a ftony or rocky bed, whicl 
the whirling of the water bai made, are called 1 'hefe hole* are likewife fflentioned in Mr 
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Society. c^ Scaences at JU>ndon, has given a favourable receptionUo, and approf^jof 
theni*. remarks wldch I made in the ftimmerof the year i743> Wing' m^ 
ftay at Land*s*Ort, in my country, will prove that I was at that time of the fame opii*^ 
nion, in regard to thcfe holes. I have fince further expluned this opinion in a letter 
to the*Rpyal Academy of Sciences ; and thp letter is ftill preferved in the Academy’s 
Memoirs, which have not yet been publilhed. But there is great reafon to doubt, 
whether all cavities of this kind, in mountains, have the fame origin. 

Here are different fpecies of mulberry trees, which grow wild in the forells of 
North and South America. In thefe parts the red mulberry trees are more plentiful - 
than any other. However, Mr. Bartram affured me, that he had likewife feen the 
white mulberry trees growing wild, but that they were more fcarce. I afked him, 
and feveral other people of this country, why they did not fet up filk manufaflures, 
having fuch a quantity of mulberries, which fucceed fo eaCly ? For it has been ob- 
ferved, that when the berries fall upon the ground, where it is not compaCt, but loofe, 
they foon put out feveral fine delicate (hoots. But they replied, that it would not be 
worth while to cred any filk manufadures here, becaufe labour is fo dear. For a 
man gets from eighteen pence to three (hillings and upwards, for one day’s work, and 
the women are paid in proportion. They were therefore of opinion, that the culti* 
vation of all forts of corn, of hemp, and of fia?;, would be of greater advantage, and 
that at the fame time it did not require near fo much care as the feeding of (ilk-worms. 
By the trials of a governor in Connedicut, which is a more northern province than 
New York, it is evident, however, that filk-wonns fucceed very well there, and that 
this kind of mulberry trees is very good for them. The governor brought up a great 
quantity of filk w'orms in his court-yard ; and they fucceeded fo well, and fpun lb 
much filk, as to afford him a i(hfficient quantity for clothing himfclf and all his 
family. 

Several forts of vines likewife grow wild hereabouts. Whenever I made a little 
excurfion out of town, I faw them in numerous places climbing up trees and hedg^. 
They clafp around them, and cover them fometimes entirely, and even hang down 
on the Tides. This has the fame appearance, at a difiance, as the tendrils of hops 
climbing along trees. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, why they did not plant vineyards, 
or prefs wine from the grapes of the wild vine ? But they anfwered, that the fame 
objection Uy againff it, which lies agamff the ereflion of a filk manu&fture, that the 
iieccffary hands were too fcarce, and it therefore was more rational to make agricul- 
ture their chief employment. But the true reafon undoubtedly is, that ^ the wine 
which is preffed out of moft of the Nor|/i American wild grapes, is lour and (liarp, 

• and has not near fuch an agreeable taffe'ui that which is made from European grapes. 

The Virginian wake robin, or arum vi yinicum, grows in wet places. Mr. Bartram 
told me, th . the favages boiled the fpadiacand the ^rries of this flower, and devoured 
it as a great dainty. When the berries d'’e raw, they have a harfh, pungent tafte,. 
which they lofe in great meafure upon boj ling. 

The farothra gentianoides grows abundantly in the fields, and under the bulhes, in 
. ^i^ndy ground near Philadelphia. It looks extremely like our whortleberry 
lumil^hen they firft begin to green, and when the points of the leaves are yet red. 
Mr. Bartram has fent this plant to Dr. Dillenius ; but that gentleman did not know 
where he Ihould * k. It is reckoned a very good traumatic, and this tjoality Mr. 

* How far this approbation of the Royal Society ought to be credite<3; is to be uoderftood from the 
advertifcmcota puUubcd at the bead of each new volume of the Fhilolbphicil Tnuia&'one. F. 

vot. xin. 3 ® . Bartram 
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Bartram himfdf experienced; for bang thrown and kicked by a vid0% m 
fuch a manner as to have both his thiglis greatly hurt, he the farothra, and ap- 
plied it to his wounds. It not only immediately appealed nis pain, which before lud 
been very violent, but he likewife, by its afliftancey recovered in a Ihort time. 

Having read, in Mr. Miller's botanical diftbnary, that Mr. Peter Collinfon had a 
particular larch tree from America in his garden, I afted Mr. Bartram whether he was 
acquainted with it ? He anfwered, that he had fent It himfelf to Mr. Collinfon ; that it 
only grew in the eaftem parts of New Jerfey, and that he had met with it in no other 
Bngliih plantation. It differs from the other fpecies of larch trees, its cones being much 
lefs. 1 afterwards faw this tree in great plenty in Canada. 

Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that the apple tree was brought into America by the 
Europeans, and that it never was there before their arrival. But he looked upon 
peaches as an original American fruit, and as growing wild iit the greateft part ol 
7\merica. Others again were of opinion, that they were lirft brought over by the Eu- 
ropeans. But all the French in Canada agreed, that on the banks of the river 
Miffifippi, and in the country thereabouts, peaches were found growing wild in great 
quantiiy'*. 

Sept. 27th. The tree which the Englifli here call perfimon, is the diofpyros 
virginiana ot Linnaeus. It grows for the greateft part in^w'et places round the water- 
pits. I have already mentioned, that the fruits of this tree are extremely bitter and 
lliarp before they are quite ripe, and that being eaten in that ftate, they quite contrad 
one’s mouth, and have a very difagreeable talte. But as foon as they are ripe, which 
does not happen till they have been quite foftened by the froft, they arc a very agree- 
able fruit. They are here eaten raw, and feldom any other way. But in a greai 
book, which contains a defeription of Virginia, you meet with difterent w'ays of pre- 
paring the perfimon, under the article of that name. Mr. Bartram related, that they 
were commonly put upon the table amongft the fweet-meats, and that fome people 
made a tolerably good wine of them. Some of thefe perfimon fruits were dropped on 
the ground in his garden, and were almoft quite ripe, having been expofed to a great 
degree of the heat of the fun. We picked up a few and tailed them, and I muft own 
that thofe who praifed this Iruit as an agreeable one, have but done it jufticc. It really 
deferves a place among the mod palatable fruit of this country, when the froft has 
thoroughly conquered its acrimony. 

The verbafeum thapfus, or great white mullein, grows in great quantity on roads, 
in hedges, on dry fields, and high meadows of a ground mixed with fand. Tht 
Swedts here call it the tobacco of the favages, but owned, that they did not know 
whether or no the Indians really ufed this plant inftead of tobacco. The Swedes are 
ufed to tie the leaves round their feet and arms when they have the ague. Some ol 
them prepared a tea from the leaves, for the dyfentery. A Swede likewife told me, 
that a decodion of the roots, was injeded into the wounds of the cattle which are full 
of worms, which killed thefe worms, and made them fall outt> 

• Thomas Herriot. fervant to Sir Walter Raleigh, who waa employed by him to esawme .jgto the 
produflions of North America, makes no mention of the peach among the other fruits he defcrilim'l ind 
M. du Pratz, wlio has given a very good account of Louinana ahd'the Millilippi, fays, that the oativea gut 
their peaches from the Knglifli colony of Carolina, before the French fettled there. P. 

f 'I'litfe worms are the laivas of the oeftrua or gadfly, whichgirpoCts its eggs on the back of cattle, am! 
(he laivas being hatched from thefe eggs, csiife great fori _ 'in they live till they arc ready fot dieii 
change. In the fuuth of lluiSs they uie, for (ne fameSoIrt in rwhe decodiioA of ventrum, or the white 

..licllebore. F. * 

5 Sept. 
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$^v^284i> Tbe meadows which an forrounded by wood, and w«re at p^e^ent 
mownj hav® a 6ne lively verdure. On the c^trary, when they lie on hills, or in open 
fields, or in fome elevated*fituadon, efpecially fo that the fun may be able to ad upon 
them without any obftacles, their grafs looks brown and dry. Several people from 
Virginia told me, that on account of the great heat and drought, the meadows and 
paltures almofl: always had a brown colour, and looked as if they were burnt. The 
inhabitants of thofe parts do not therefore enjoy the pleafure which an European feds ' 
at the fight of our verdant, odoriferous meadows. 

The American nightlhade, or the phytolacca decandra, grows abundantly in the 
fields, >nd under the trees, on little hills. Its black berries are now ripe. We ob< 
ferved to>day fome little birds with a blue plumage, and of the fize of our honulans 
and yellow hammers (emberiza citrinella and emberiza hortulanus) flying down from 
the trees, in order to fettle upon the nightlhade and eat its berries. 

Towards night I went to Mr. Bartram’s country feat. 

Sept. 29th. The gnaphalium margaritaceum grows in aftonilhing quantities upon 
all uncultivated fields, glades, hills, and the like. Its height is diflferent according to 
its 'different foil and fituation. Sometimes it is very ramofe, and fometimes very little. 

It has a Itrong, but agreeable fmell. The Englilh call it life everlafting ; for its flowers, 
which confill chiefly of dry,{lhining, filvery leaves (folia calycina) do not change when 
dried. This plant is now et^ry where in full bloflbm. But fome have already loll the 
flowers, and are beginning to drop the feeds. The Englilh ladies were ufed to gather 
great quantities of this life everlalling, and to pluck them with the llalks. For they 
put them into pots with or without water, amonglt other fine flowers which they had 
gathered both in the gardens and in the fields, and placed them as an ornament in the 
rooms. The Englilh ladies in general are much inclined to have fine flowers all the 
fummer long, in or upon the chimneys, fometimes upon a table, or before the windows, 
cither on account of their fine appearance, or for the fake of their , fweet feent. The 
gnaphalium abovementioned was one of thofe which they kept in their rooms during 
the winter, becaufe its flowers never altered from what they were when they flood 
in the ground. Mr. Bartram told me another ufe of this plant. A decollion of the^ 
flowers and llalks is ufed to bathe any pained or bruifed part, or it is rubbed with the* 
plant itfelf tied up in a bag. 

Inllead of flax feveral people made ufe of a kind of dog’s bane, or Limbus’s 
apocynum cannabinum. The people prepared the fblks of this plant, in the fame 
manner as we prepare thofe of hemp or flax. It w'as fpun, and feveral kinds of fluffs 
were woven from it. The favages are faid to have had the art of making bags, filhing* 
nets, and the like, for many centuries together, before the arrival of the Europeans. 

1 alked Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved in his travels that the water was 
fallen, and that the fea had formerly covered any places which were now land. He 
told me, that from what he had experienced he was convinced that the greatell part . 
of this country, even for feveral miles together, had formerly been under water. The 
reafons which led him to give credit to this opinion were the following : 

u On digging in the blue mountains, wluch are above three hundred Englilh miles 
difmt from the fea, you find loofe oyller and other forts of fhells ; and they are alfo 
likewife to be met with in the vallies formed by thefe mountains. 

a. A vail quantity of petrified (hells are' found iq liraellone, flint, and fandilone, on 
the fame mountmns. Mr. Bartram affured me at the fame time, that it was incredible 
what quantities of them there were in the Afferent kinds of Hones of winch the mounr 
tains confill* ** 

3* The 
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3» /The lame lhells;,are likewife dug in great quantity, quite entire and 
in the provinces of Virginia' and Maryland, as alfo in Philadelphia and in York; 

4. On digging wells (not only iii Philadelphia, but likewiib in other places) the peo- 
ple hay e met w'ith trees, foots, and leaves of oak, for the greateft part not yet rotten, at 
the depth of eighteen feet. 

5. The bell foil and the richefl: mould is to be met with in the vallies hereabouts. 
Thefe vallies are commonly crolTed by* a rivulet or brook ; and on their declivity a 
mountain commonly rifes, which in thofe places, where the brook palTes clofe to it, 
looks as if it were cut on purpofe. Mr. Bartram believed that ail thefe vallies formerly 
were lakes ; that the water had, by degrees, hollowed out the mountain, and opened a 
padage for itfelf through it ; and that the great quantity of dime which is co/itained in 
the water, and which had fubdded to the bottom of the lake, was the rich foil which is 
at prefent in the vallies, and the caufe of their great fertility. But fuch vallies and 
cloven mountains are very frequent in the country, and of this kind is the peculiar gap 
between two mountains, through which a river takes its courfe, on the boundaries of 
New York and Penfylvania. The people, in a jeft, fay, that this opening was made by 
the devil, as he wanted to go out of Penfylvania into New York. 

6. The whole appearance of the blue mountains plainly flicws, that the water 

formerly covered a 'part of them. For many are broken in a peculiar manner, but the 
highefl are plain. ‘ 

7. When the favages are told that diells are found on thefe high mountains, and that 
from thence there is rcafon to believe that the fca muft formerly have extended to them, 
and even in part down over them ; they anfwer, that this is not new to them, they 
having a tradition from their ancedors among them, that the fea formerly furromided 
thefe mountains. 

8. The water in rivers and brooks likewife decreafes. Mills, which fixty years ago 
were built on rivers, and at that time had a fufficient fupply of water almofl all the year 
long, have at prefent fo little, that they cannot be ufed, but after a heavy rain, or when 
the fnow melts in fpring. This dccreafe of water, in part, arifes from the great 
quantity of land which is now cultivated, and from the extirpation of great forefts for 
that purpofe. 

Q. The fea-lhore incrcafcs likewife in time. This arifes from the quantity of fand 
continually thrown on Ihore from the bottom of the fea, by the waves. 

Mr. ]|^tram thought that fome peculiar attention ihould be paid to another thing 
relating to thefe obfervations. The diells which arc to be found petrified on the 
northern mountains, are of fuch kinds as at prefent are not to be got 'in the fea, in 
thd fame latitude, and they are not ddied on the diore, till you come to South Carolina. 
Mr. Bartram from hence took an occafion to defend Dr. Thomas Burnet’s opinion, 
that the earth, before the deluge, was in a diderent polition towards the fun. He 
likewife a&cd whether the great bones, which are fometimes found in the ground in 
Siberia, and which are fuppofed to be elephants bones and tulks, did not condrm 
his opinion. For at prefent thofe animals cannot h’ve in fuch cold countries; 
but if, according to JDr. Burnet, the fun once formed different zones abtiUt pur 
earth, *from thofe it now makes, the elephant may eafily be fuppofed to have livS m 
Siberia *. However, it feems that all which we have nitherto mentioned, may have 

been 

* The bones and of ekpbnnU are not only found m . Ruflia, but aUb in the canton of Bsfil in 
f Sw^P^land, in the dominioiu of the Marquis of Bareutb in Franconia, and more inftances are found in the 
Ftoto^giea of the celebrated Leibnitz. Lately, near the river Ohio, have been^difeovered a great number 

ef 
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been the: of different caufes* To thofe belong the pniverbi deluge^ the 
of land; ^^'hich is merely the work of time, and the changes of the coiirle of 
rivers, which, when thd^ mow melts, and in great floods, leave their firit beds^ and 
form new ones. 

At fome diftance from Mr. Bartram^s country houfe, a little brook flowed through 
the wood, and likewife ran oy,er a rock. The attentive Mr. Bartram here ihewed me 
feveral little cavities in the rock, and we plainlf faw that they muft have been generated 
in the manner I before dcfcrlbed, that is, by fuppofing a pebble to have remained in a 
cleft of the rock, and to have been turned round by the violence of the water, till it . 
had formed fuch a cavity in the mountain. For on putting our hands into one of thefe 
cavities, ,we found that it contained numerous fmall pebbles, whofe furface was quite 
fmooth and round. And thefe ftones we found in each of the holes. 

Mr. Bartram fliewed me a number of plants which he had colleclcd into a herbal 
on his travels. Among thefe were the following, which likewife grow in the 
northern parts of Europe, of which he had either got the whole plants or only broken 
branches. 

1. Bcitila alba^ the common birch tree, which he had found on. the Cats Hills. 

2. Bctula nana. This^fpecies of birch grows in feveral low places towards the 
hills. 

3. Comarum pahijlre^ in the meadows, between the hill4.in New Jerfey. 

4. Gentiana lutea^ the great Gentian^ from the fields near the mountains. It was 
very like our variety, but had not fo many flpwers under each leaf. 


of flceletons of eleplmnts« with their tufles, and very rexnaikahle grinders, dill (licking in their jaw-bones, 
were fenc to the Britifh Mufeum ; the late Dr. Littleton, biihop of Carlifle, ' alfo lodged fome teeth, 
flicking in their jaw-bones, in the Mufeum of the Royal Society, which were brought from Pern. The 
rivers Chatunga and Indigliirka, in Siberia, are remarkable for affording, on their banks, great quantities 
of bones and tufles of elephants, which being preferved there by the great frod, and In the fhort fummer of a 
few weeks, the rain being rare, thefe tuOcs are commonly fo freih that they are employed in Ruffia as 
common ivory, on account of the great quantity brought from thefe places to Rtiilia ; fome of them were 
eight feet long, and of three hundred pounds weight. There have been found grinders of nine inches 
diameter. But the American grinders of elephants from near the Ohio are yet more remarkable, on 
account of their being provided with' crowns at their tops, fuch as arc only found in the carnivorous animals, 
and fuch as feed on hard bones or nuts \ whiKl, on the contrary, elephants, at prefent feeding on grafles 
and foft vegetables, have no fuch crowns at the tops of their grinders, Livy, it is true, makes a 
didindlion between the Afiatic or Indian elephants, and the African ones ; and remarks the latter to be 
inferior to the former in fize and vigour ; but whether the teeth in thefe animals are fo much different from 
thofe of the other variety, has never been attended to. This circumliance of the difference in the fofiil 
grinders of elephants, from thofe in the living ones, and the place where thefe (keletons were found in, 
viz. Siberia, Germany, and America, where at prefent no elephants are to be met with, opens a wide 
field to conje^lures, in regard to the way by which thefe animals were carried to thofe fpots. The fibod 
in the deluge perhaps has carried them thitbei : nor is it contrary to reafon, hiilory or revelation^ to 
believe thefe /keletons to be the remainders of animals which lived on the furface of this globe anterior to 
tlie Mofaic creation ; which may be confidcred only as a new modification of the creatures living on tl\is 
globcr adapted to its prefent date, under which it will remain until circumllances will make a new change 
iH^fiary, and then our globe will, by a new creation or revolution, appear more adapted to its ftate. 
and be flocked with a fet of animals more fuitable to that ftatc. Every man uied to phi)ofophy anc 
reafoning will find that this plan gives a grand idea of the Creator, his oeconomy and management of th< 
vniverfe ; and moreover, it is conformable to the meaning of the words of a facred writer, who fays ; 
Pfal. civ. 39, 30. ** Thou hideil thy face and they (fmall and great beads) are troubled; thou takefl 
away their bteath, they die, and return to their dull. Thou forth thy Tpirit, they are created; 

and thou renewed the face of the earth.'* See Dr. Hunter's remarks on the above-mentioned teeth in th^ 
Philofophicai Tranf. VoUlviii. F. ' 

5. Linnaa 
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5. Ifimaa hrealh, from (he mountains in Canada. It creeps along tj!^i[\jm|^iid« 

6 . Myrica gale, from the neighbourhood of the river Sufquehannai where!l£ grovw 

ina'wet foil. ' 

7. Potentillafruticofa, from the fwampy fields and low meadows between the river 
Delaware, and the river New York. 

8. Trientalis Enropaa^ from the Cats Hills. , 

g. Triglochin maritimum, from the Talt fprings towards the country of the five 
nations. 

Mr. Bartram fhewed me a letter from £aft Jerfey, in which he got the following 
account of the difeovery of an Indian grave. In the April of the year 1744, as foinc 
people were digging a cellar, they came upon a great uone, like a tomb-ftone, which 
was at lafi; got out with great difficulty ; and about four feet deeper under it, they met 
with a large quantity or human bones and a cake of maize. The latter was yet quite 
untouched, and feveral of the people prefent tafted it out of curiofity. ‘From thele 
circumlbnces it was concluded, that this was a grave of a perfon of note among the 
farages. For it is their cuilora to bury along with the deceafed meat and othei: 
things which he liked beft. The (lone was eight feet long, four feet broad, and even 
fome inches more, where it was broadefi, and fifteen incites thick at one end, but 
only twelve inches at the other end. It confided of the fame coarfc kind of done that 
is to be got in this country. There w'ere no letters nor other charafters vifiblc 
on it. 

The ^om which the Indians cluefiy»cultivate is the maize, or zea mays. Lino. 
They have little com fields for that purpofe. But befides this, they likewife plant a 
great quantity of fquaihes, a fpecies of pumpions or melons, which they have always 
cultivated, even in the remoted ages. The Europeans fettled in America got the 
feeds of this plant, and at prefent their gardens are full of it ; the fruit has an agree- 
able tade when it is well prepared. They are commonly boiled, then cruihed (as we 
ufed to do with tunups when we make a pulfe of them) and fome pepper or other 
fpice thrown upon them, and the dilh is ready. The Indians likewife fow feveral 
kinds of beans, which for the greated part they have got from the Europeans. But 
peafe, which they likewife fow, they have always had amongd them, before any 
foreigners came into the country. The fquaihes of the Indians, which ^ now are like- 
wife cultivated by the Europeans, belong to thofe kinds of gourds (cucurbits) which 
ripen before any other. They are a very delicious fruit, but will not keep. 1 have 
however feen them kept till pretty late in winter. 

Sept. 30th. Wheat and rye are fown in autumn about this time, and commonly 
reaped towards the end of June, qr in the beginning of July. Thefe kinds of com, 
however, are fometimes ready to be reaped in the middle of June, and there are even 
examples that they have been mown in the beginning of that month. Barley and 
oats are fown in April, and they commonly begin to grow ripe towards the end of 
July. Buck'wheat is fown in the middle or at the end of July, and is about this rime, 
or Ibmewhat later, ready to be reaped. If it be fown before the above-menfoned 
time, as in May, or in June, it only gives flowers and little or no corn. 

Mr. Bartram and other peaple aflured me, that mofl: of the cows, which the Englifli 
have here, are the oflFspring of thofe which they bought of the Swedes, when they 
were mailers of the country. The Englilh themfelves are faid to have brought over , 
hot fow. The Swedes either brought thdr cattle fronv home, or bought, them of the 
Dutch* were then fettled here. 


Near 



*AtiM*S 'TRAV^XS In KOjlTM AMERICA. 4*3 ‘ 

% town, I fiiiir an ivy or hedera helix, planted againft the wall of a ftone 

bdilding^ ' vrhich was fo covered by the fine green leaves of this plant, as aintoft to con- 
ceal the whole. It was doubtlefs brought over from Europe, for I have hevw‘per- 
ceived it any where elfe on tny travels through North America. But in its ftead I have 
often Teen wild vines made to run up the walls. 

I afleed Mr. Bartram whether he had observed that trees and plants decreafed in 
proportion as they were brought further to the north, as Catefby pretends ; he 
anfwered, that thequeftion Ihould be more limited, and then his opinion would prove 
the true one. There are fome trees which grow better in fouthern countries, and 
become lefs as you advance to the north. 'ITieir feeds or berries are fometimes brought 
into colder climates by birds and by other accidents. They gradually decreafe in 
growth, till at lall; they will not grow at all. On the other hand, there are other 
trees and herbs which the wife Creator deftined for the northern countries, and they 

f row there to an amazing fize. But the further they are tranfplanted to the fouth 
ie lefs they grow, till at lafl they degenerate fo much as not to be able to grow at 
all. Other plants love a temperate climate, and if they be carried either fouth or 
north they will not fucceed well, but always decreafe. Thus for example, Penfyl- 
vania contains fome trees which grow exc^dingly well, but always decreafe in pro- 
portion as they are carri(vl further off either to the north or to the fouth. 

I afterwards, on my travels, had frequent proofs of this truth. The faflafras, which 
grows in Penfylvania, under forty degrees of latitude, and becomes a pretty tall and 
thick treq, was fo little at Ofwego and Fort Nicholfon, between forty-three and forty- 
four degrees of latitude, that it hardly reached the height of two or four feet, and was 
feldom fo thick as the little finger of a full grown perfon. This was likewife the cafe 
with the tulip tree. For in Penfylvania it grows as high as our tallefl oaks and firs, 
and its thicknefs is proportionable to its height. But about OJ’wego it was not above . 
twelve feet high, and no thicker than a man’s arm. The fugar maple, or acer fac- 
charinum, is one of the moil; common trees in the woods of Canada, and grows very 
tall. But in the fouthern provinces, as New Jerfey and Penfylvania, it only grows on 
the northern fide of the blue mountains, and on the fieep hills which are on the banks 
of the river, and which are turned to the north. Tet there it does not attain to a 
third or fourth part of the height which it has in Canada. It is needlefs to mention 
more examples. 

Oft. tft. The gnats, which are very troublefome at night here, are called muf- 
quetoes. They are exaftly like the gnats in Sweden, only fomewbat lefs j and the* 
defeription which is to be met with in Dr. Linnaeus’s Syflema Naturae, and Fauna 
Suecica, fully agrees with them, and they are called by him culex pipiens. In day- 
time or at night they come into the houfes, and When the people are gone to bed they 
begin their difagreeable humming, approach always nearer to the bed, and at laft fuck 
up fo much blood, that they can hardly fly away. Their bite caufes blillers in 
people of a delicate complexion. When the weather has been cool for fome days, 
the ipufquetoes difappear ; but when it changes again, and efpecially after a rrin, they 
galher frequently in fuch quantities about the houfes that their numbers are aftonifli- 
iug. The chimneys of the Englifli, which have no valves for /hutting them up, afibrd 
the gnats a free entrance into the houfes. In fultry e#nings, they accompany the 
cattle in great fwarms from the woods to the houfes, or to town, and when they are 
drove before the houfes the gnats fly in wherever they can. In the greate/l heat of 
fummer, they are fo numerous in fome places that the air Teems to be quite full of’ 
them, efpecially near fwamps and ilagnate waters, fueb as the river Morris, in New 

Jerfey*. 
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Jqrfef. inhabitants therefore make a fire before their houfes, to expief^Hfe dif*: 
agreeable guefts by the fmoke. The old Swedes here fmd that gniats ha^ formerly 
been much more ; numerous that even at prefent the^ fwarmed in vafl quantities on 
the fea fhore, near the fait water }*and that thofc which troubled us this autumn in 
Philadelphia were of a more venomous kind than they commonly ufed to be. This 
laft quality appeared from the bliflers which were formed on tlie fpots where the 
gnats had inferred their fling. In Sweden I never felt any other inconvenience froth 
their fling than a little itching, whilfl they fucked. But when they flung me here at 
night, my face was fo disfigured by little red fpots and bliflers, that I was almoft 
aflianied to fhew myfelf. 

1 have already mentioned fomewhat about the enclofurcs ufual here j I riOw add, 
that moft of the planks which are put horizontally, and of which the cnclofures in the 
environs of Philadelphia chiefly conflfl, are of the red cedar wood, which is here 
reckoned more durable than any other. But where this could hot be got either whi||| 
or black oak fupplicd its place. The people were likewife very glad if they could gW 
cedar wood for the polls, or elfe they took white oak or chefnut, as I was told by Mr. 
Bartram. But it feems that that kind of wood in general docs not keep well in the 
ground for a confiderable time. I faw fome polls made of chefnut wood, and put 
into the ground only the year before, which were already for- the greatefl part rotten 
below. 

The faflafras-tree, or laurus faffafras, Linn, grows in abundance in the country, and 
Hands fcattered up and down the woods, and near bufhes and enclofurcs..^ On old 
grounds which are left uncultivated, it is one of the firft that comes up, and is as plen* 
tiful as young birches are on thofe Swedifh fields, which are formed by burning the 
trees which grew on them*. The fafiafras grows in'adryloofe ground, of a pale 
brick colour, which confifts, for the greatefl part, of fand, mixed with fome clay. It 
feems to be but a poor foil. The mountams round Gothenburg, in Sweden, would 
afford many places rich enough for the faffafras to grow in, and I even fear they would 
be too rich. I here faw it both in the woods amidll other trees, and more frequently 
by itfclf along the cnclofures. In both it looks equally frefh. I have never feen it on 
wet or low places. The people here gather its flowers, and ufe them inflead of tea ^ 
but the wooditfelf is of no ufe in oeconomy ; for when itisfet on fire, it caufes a con- 
tinual crackling without making any good fire. The tree fpreads its roots very much, 
and new fhoots come up from them in fome places ; but thefe fhoots arc not good for 
‘ tranfplanting, becaufe they have fo few fibres befides the root which connedls them to 
the main flem that they cannot well ftrike into the ground. If therefore any one 
would plant faffafras-trecs, he muft endeavour to get their berries, which, however, is 
difficult, fince the birds rat them before they are half ripe. The cows are very greedy 
after the tender new flioots, and look for them every where. 

The bark of this tree is ufed by the women here in dying worfled a fine lafling 
orange colour, which does not fade in the fun. They ufe urine inflead of alum in 
dying, and boil the dye in a br^s boiler, becaufe in an iron veffel it does not yiq^/o 
fine a colour. A woman in Virginia has fuccefsfully employed the berries of the faf- 
fafras againft a great pain in one of her feet, which for three years together, fhe hiad to 

• In Mr. OAieck’* Voyage to Chtna, toI. !. p. 50, in a note, ati account is gi?eu of this kind of kni** 
which the Swedes call Swedielsnd ; where it is obferved, that the trees bong bnmtj their aihes affi>rd ma- 
^nre fiiffioient for three years, aftn v^ich they are left uncohttated again, till, after twenty or more 
years, a new generation of trees being produced bn them, tfaecountfjr peopw burn ibcm, a^ cukivaietbe. 
country (or three years again. F. ' ' . . 

fuch 
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filch a d^«, that it ^moft hiirfered her from walking. She was advifed to broil the 
bemes offaffafras, and to rub the painful parts of her foot with the oil, which bv this 
means would be got from the berries. She did fo, but at the fame time it made her 
vomit j yet tbs WM not fufficientto keep her from following the prefcription three 
times more, though as often as Ihe made ufe thereof, it always had the fame effeS 
However, ihe was entirely freed from that pain, and perfeftly recovered 
A black wwdpeckcr -wjh a red head, or the picus pileatus, Linn, is frequent in the 
Penfylvanian forefts, and ftaysthe winter, as I know from my own experikee. It is 
reckraed among thofe bii^ which deftroy the maize, becaufe it fettles on the ripe ears 
and deftroys them with its biU. The Swedes call it tillkroka ; but all other\vood. 
peckers, thofe with gold yellow wings excepted, are called hackfpickar in the Swodifli 
language. I mtend to defenbe them all together more exaftly in a particular work. 

I only obferve here, that almoft all the different fpecies of woodpeckers are very 

* ous to the maize, when it begins to ripen j for by picking holes in the membraJ- 
id the ear, the rain gets mto it, and caufes the ear, with all the corn it contains to 
rot. * 


^ oa. 3 . the morning I fet out for Wilmington, which was formerly called Chrif- 
nna by the Swed^, and is thirty EngUfli mfles to the fouth-weft of Philadelphia. 
Ihree miles behind Philadelphia I paffed the river Skulkill in a ferry, beyond which the 
country appears almoft a continual chain of mountains and vallies. the mountains 
have an eafy Hope on all Ades, and the vallies are commonly crofl^ by brooks wit It 
cryftal ftream^ The greater part of the country is covered with feveral kinds of deci- 
duous trm ; for I Ararcely faw a Angle tree of the Ar kind, if I except a few red cedars. 
Ihe foreft WM high, but open below, fo that it left a free profpeft to the eye, and no 
under-wood obftruaed the paflage between the trees. It would have been eafy in fome 
places to have gone under the branches with a carriage for a quarter of a mile, the trees 
Handing at great diftanccs from each other, and the ground being very level. In fome 
places little glades opened, which were either meadows, paAures, or com-Aelds • of 
which latter fome were cultivated and others not. In a few places feveral houfes were 
built clofe to each other •, but for the greateft part they were Angle. In part of the 
Aelds the wheat was already fown in the Englifli manner without trenches, but with 
furrows pretty clofe together. I fometimes faw the country people very bufy in fow- 
ing their rye. Near every farm-houfe was a little Aeld with maize. The inhabitants 
hereabouts were commonly either Englifli or Swedes. 

All the day long I faw a continual variety of trees ; walnut-trees of different forts, 
which were all full of nuts ; chefnut-trees quite covered with Ahe chefnuts ; mulberries 
faflafras, liquidambar, tulip trees, and many others. 

Several fpecies of vmes grew wild hereabouts. They run up to the fummits of the 
trees, their clutters of grapes and their leaves covering the Items. I even fa w fome 
young oaks Ave or Ax fathoms high, whofe. tops were crowned with vines. The 
ground IS that which is fo common hereabouts, which I have already deferibed, viz; 
a clw mixed wth a great quantity of fand, and covered with a rich foil or veggie 
e^lN« The vines are principally feen on trees which ftand Angle in com-Aelds, and at 
the end of woods, where the meadows, paftures, and Acids begin ; and Kkewife along 
the enclofures, where they cling with their tendrils round the trees which ftand there 
The lower parts of the plant are full of grapes, which hang'below the leaves, and were 
^now almoft ripe, and had a pleafant fourifli tafte. The country people gather them in 
^t quMtities, and fell them in the town. They are eaten wiKSt fSher prepara- 
non ; and commonly people are prefented with them when they come to pay a viAt. 

VOL, xuj. 3 * The 
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The (oil does not Teem to be deep hereabouts, for the upper black ftraftt^ ^1uu)dly 
two inches. This I had an occafion to fee, both in fuch places where the grouthd k dug 
up, and in fuch where the water, during heavy (howers of rain, has made cuts, whkh 
are pretty numerous here. The upper foil has a dark colour, and the next a pale 
colour like bricks. I have obferved every where in America, that the depth of the 
upper foil does not by far agree with the computation of fome people, though we can 
almoft be furc, that in fome places it never was ftirred fince the deluge. I lhall be more 
particular in this refpefl afterwards *. 

The datura flramonium, or thorn apple, grows in great quantities near all the vil- 
lages. Its height is diflerent according to the foil it is in ; for in a rich foil it grows eight 
or ten feet high, but in a hard and poor ground, it will feldom come up to Qx inches. 
This datura, together with the phytolacca, or American nightfhade, grow here in thofe 
places near the gardens, houfes, and roads, which in Sweden are covered with nettles 
and goofe-foot, which European plants are very fcarce in America. But the datunt 
and phytolacca arc the worft weeds here, nobody knowing any particular ufe. of thelp 

**Thc Icnrncd Dr. Wallcruis, iii his Mineralogy, § 8. in the note to iht? article humus communis atra» 
nentionsj that fome people wetc of opiniony that the mould of our globe increa fed gradually from the 
yeatly piitrcfadion of plants and their parts, cfpecially in fuch places as had been uncultivated ever fince 
the deluge ; and that t)iu«, in a hundred years, half an inch of mould was produced. But he obferves, in 
the fame time, that this ohfervalion was not at all cxa£l; for as the commdn mould feldom exceeds a foot, it 
mull from thence follow, that fince the deluge no mote than 2400 years were elapfcd, though the fcriptiire 
chronology reckons upwaids of 40C0 years fince that event : hcfides this, he remarks, that mould always 
becomes more dry and compreiTed, where it is out of the reach of rain and fnow ; and where it is expofed 
to rain, it is carried off to lower places, and therefore increafes and deercafes according tc the qualities of 
its local fitiiation. Moreover, vegetables, it is known, profper the hc(l wlicre mould is found. As the 
furface of our globe has been covered with vegetables fince the deluge, they mud have had a mould to 
|rrow in ever fince that time; confcquently it is highly probable, that there mud have been a mould cover- 
ing the furface of our globe ever fince the fird origin. I (hould be led, by fome other confiderations, to 
doubt of the infallibility of this rule for the iiicreafc of mould. In Riiflia, on this fide the river Volga, are 
high and extcnfivc plains, which have been uncultivated ever fince the deludgc; for, we know from hidory, 
that the Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, Chazers, and Mogols, were fuccefiively the maders of thefe vail 
countries, and were altogether nomadic nations, who lived without agriculture : the country has been 
without wood fince time immemorial, nor could there even fpring up any wood whatfoever, fince its ramb- 
ling pofTeiTors every fpring fet fire to the old dry grafs, in order to make room for the new grafs, which, in 
the latter end of May, I round came up very near to my wade. vad defart plains I faw every 

where covered with at lead two feet mould ; fiay, in fome places it amounted to four feet ; this would 
give, according to the former rule of half an inch per century, /|8oc years, in the fird inftsnce ; and, in the 
Iccond, 9600 years ; and therefore (hews, that this rule for calculating the incrcafe of mould is very preca- 
rious. The chemical analyfis of plants (hews, that they confid of water, earth, acid, alkali, oil, and an in- 
flammable principle, independent of the lad fubdaned, and called by a late German chemid, the caudic: 
thefe fubdanccs mud enter yearly the new plants, and make their fubdance, and arc as it were regenerated 
in thefe new plants, after being fet at liberty from the ftruflure of the lad yearns plants by puttefafiion, or 
by fire.^ Mould; chemically examined, has the fame analogous parts. Acid and caudic are plentifully con- 
tained in the common air, and may alfo eafily be reftored to the mould, and thus circulate through a new 
fyftem of plants. Wrter comes likewiTe from rain and fnow, out of our atmofphere; alkaline and oily 
particles, or a kind of foap, arc the only things wanting, which, when added with the former to any fubtle 
earth, will make a good mould ; and thefe are produced by putrcfa£iion or fire, from vegetable and animal 
fubdanccs, and are the great promoters of vegetation. 

But the great queftion is, from whence thcle various fubdanccs, necefliry for vegetation, originaUy^anrie ? 
To believe they arc produced from putrified vegetables, is . begging tbc queftion, and making a circulus 
vitiofus in the argument. There is therefore no evafion ; uiey were certainly produced by the great 
Creato'x of the univerfe,^ and endowed with fuch qualitieis as make them capable of producing in va- 
rious mixtures new bodies ; and^ when they are introduced by moifture into the firft ftamina of a plant, 
or a feed,/(hey expand thefe ftamina, and coiiftitute anew bieing, capable of affording fi^d to the animal 
cr^tion* It is evident, Mr. Kalm hinted at the above-rociitioned opinion of the incrcafe of mould; and 
rthis me me an opportunity 6 f confirming his argument, and of ftatiiig fairly the great queftion on 
which .agriculture, the moil uecelTarybran^ of human artSi depends. F» 

5 Turnip 
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TunutKfields are ibmetiines to be feen. In the middle of the high road I p^srceived 
a dead bliick fnake, which was four feet fix inches long, and an inch and a half in thick- 
nefs. It belonged to the viper kind. 

Late at night a great halo appeared round the moon. The people faid that it prog- 
nofticated either a ftorm or rain, or both together. The fmaller the ring is, or the 
nearer it comes to the moon, the fooner this weather fets in. But this time neither of 
thefe changes happened, and the halo had foretold a coldnefs in the air. 

I faw to day the chermes of the alder (cherines aini) in great abundance on the 
branches of that tree, which for that reafon looks quite white, and at a dillance appears 
as it were covered with mould. 

Oft. 4th. I continued my journey early in the morning, and the country ftill had the 
fame appearance as I went on. It was a continual chain of pretty high hills, with an 
eafy afeent on all lides, and of vallies been them. The foil confilled of a brick-coloured 
mould, mixed with clay and a few pebbles. 1 rode fometimes through woods of feve- 
raUforts of trees, and Ibmetiines amidh little fields, which had been cleared of the 
wood, and which at prefent were corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The fann-houfes 
flood fingle, fometimes near the roads, and fometimes at a little dillance from them, fo 
that the fpace between the road and the houfes was taken up with little fields and 
meadows. Some of the houfes were built of llone, two llories high, and covered with 
fhingles of the white cedar* But moft of the houfes were wooden, and the crevices 
flopped up with clay, inllead of mofs, which we make ufe of for that purpofe. No- 
valves were to be met with in the chimneys, and the people even did not know what I 
meant by them. The ovens were commonly built up at fome dillance from the houfes, 
and were either under a roof, or without any covering agabll-the weather. The fields 
bore partly buck-wheat, which was not yet cur, partly maize, and partly wheat, which 
was but lately fown ; but fometimes they lay fallow. The vines climbed to the top 
of feveral trees, and hung down again on both Tides. Other trees again were fur- 
rounded by the ivy (hcdcra quinquefolia) which, with the fame flexibility, afeended to 
a ^feat height. The finilax laurifolia always joined with the ivy, and, together with it, 
twilled itfelf round the trees. The leaves of the ivy were at this time commonly red- 
dilh, but thofc of the vine were Hill quite green. The trees which were furrounded 
with them, looked at a dillance like thole wliich are covered with hops in our country;, 
and on feeing them from afar olF, one might expeft to find wild hops climbing upon the 
trees. Walnut and chefnut-trees were common near enclofures, in woods, and on 
hills, and at prefent were loaded with their fruit. The perfimon was likewife plentiful 
near the roads and in the woods. At fome dillance from Wilmington, I pafled a 
bridge over a little river, which falls north into the Delaware. The rider pays here tw’o- 
pence toll for himfelf and his horfe. 

Towards noon 1 arrived at Wilmington. 

Wilmington is a little town, about thirty Engliih miles fouth-well from Philadelphia. 
It was founded in the year 1733* Part of it Hands upon the grounds belonging to the 
Swedifli church, which annually receives certain rents, out of which they pay the mi- 
hiller^ lalary, and employ the reft for other ufes. The houfes arc built of Hone, and 
look very pretty ; yet they are not built clofe together, but large open places are left 
between them. The quakers have a meeting-houfe in this town. The Swedilh church, 
which I intend to mention in the fcquel, is half a mile out of town eaftwards. The 
parfonage is under the fame roof with the church. A little river called ChriHina-kill 
pafles by the town, and from thence falls into the Delaware. By following its banks, 
one goes three miles before one reaches the Delaware, The river is faid to be fufli-'* 
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ciently deepi^ lb that the greated veflel may come quite up to the town ; diip jitlts mouth 
or junfture vith the Delaware it is lhalloweft, and yet its d^th ^en there, the 
water is lowed, is from two fathoms to two and a half. But as you go higher, its 
depth encreafcs to three, three and a half, and even four fathoms. The larged 
fhips therefore may fafely, and with their full cargoes, come to and from the town 
with the tide. From Wilrhington you have a fine profped of a great part of the river 
Delaware, and the fhips failing on it. On both fides of the river Chridina>kili, almod 
from the place where the redoubt is built to its junfture with the Delaware, are low 
meadow's, which afibrd a great quantity of hay to the inhabitants. The town carries 
on a confiderable trade, and would have been more enlarged if Philadelphia and New- 
cadle, which are both towns of a more ancient date, weh* not fo near on both Tides 
of it. 

The redoubt, upon the river Chridina-kill, was ereflcd this fummer, when it was 
known that the French and Spanifh privateers intended to fail up the river, and to at* 
tempt a landing. It ftands, according to the accounts of the late Rev. Mr. Tranberg, 
on the fame fpot where the Swedes had built theirs. It Is remarkable, that on working 
in the ground this fummer, to make this redoubt, an old Swedifli filvcr coin of Queen 
Chrifiina, not quite fo big as a fhilling, was found, at the depth of a yard, among fome 
other things. The Rev. Mr. Tranberg afterwards prefented me with it. On one fide 
w'ere the arras of the houfe of Wafa, with the infeription ; •CHRISTINA, D. G. DE., 
RE. SVE.that is, Chrijiinat by the grace of God^ eleSled Queen of Sweden; and near 
this the year of our Lord 1 633. On the reverfe were thefe words : MONETA NOVA 
REGNI SVEC. or, a new coin of the kingdom of Sweden. At the fame time, a 
number of old iron tools, fuch as axes, fhovcls, and the like, were difeovered. The 
redoubt, that is now erefted, confiils of bulwarks of planks, with a rampart on the 
outfide. Near it is the powder mazagine, in a vault built of bricks. At the eredion 
of this little fortification, it was remarkable, that the Quakers, whofe tenets rejed 
even defehfive war, were as bufy as the other people in building it. For the fear of 
being every moment fuddenly attacked by privateers conquered all other thoughts. 
iVlany of them fcrupled to put their own hands to the work, but forwarded it by Tup* 
plies of money, and by getting ready every thing which wtui neceflary. 

Od. 5th. It was my defign to crofs the Delaware, and to get into New Jerfey, 
with a view to get acquainted with the country ; but as there was no ferry here to bring 
my horfe over, I fet out on my return to Philadelphia. I jiartly ' went along the high* 
road, and partly deviated on one or the other fide of it, in order to take more 
obfervations of the country, and of its natural hifiory. 

The maize was fown in fevcral places. In forae its ftalks were cut fomewhat below 
the ear, dried, and put up in narrow high ftacks, in order to keep them as a food for 
the cattle in winter. 'The lower part of the ftalk had likewife leaves, but as they com- 
monly dry of themfelves, the people do not like to feed the cattle with them, all thdr 
flavour being loft } but the upper ones are cut whilft they are yet green. 

The valleys between the hills commonly contain brooks j but they are not very broad, 
and require no bridges, fo that carriages and horfe can cafily pafs through them ; for 
the water is feldom above fix inches deep. 

The leaves of moft trees were yet quite green, fuch as thofeof oaks, cbefnuMrees, 
black walnut-trees, hiccory, tulip-trees, and faiTafras. The two latter fpccies are found 
in plenty on the fides of the little woods, on hills, on the fallow fields, near hedges, 
and on the road. The perfimon likewife had ftill itsieaves ; however, fome trees of 
' this kind had dropt them. The leaves of the American bramble were at prefent 
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red, though fome of thefe bulhes yet retained a lively green hi the 
;; leaves. 1i%e cornelian cherry likewife had already a nurture of brown and pale lealres. 
The leaves of the red maple were alfo red. 

I continued my journey to Chichefter, a borough upon the Delaware, where tra- 
vellers pafs the river in a ferry. They build here every year a number of fmall {hips 
for fale. From an iron work which lies higher in the country, (hey carry iron bars to 
this place, and (hip them. 

Canoes are boats made of one piece of wood, and arc much in ufe with the farmers, 
and other people upon the Delaware, and fome little rivers. For that purpofe a very 
thick trunk of a tree is hojj^owed out ; the red juniper, or red cedar.tree, the white 
cedar, the chcfnut-trce, the white oak, and the tulip*tree, are commonly made ufe of 
for this purpofe. The canoes made of red and white cedar are reckoned the beft, be- 
caufe they fwim very light upon the water, and lad twenty years together. But of . 
thefe the red cedar canoes are mod preferable. Thofe made of chefnut-trees will 
iikewife lad for a good while. But thofe of white oak are hardly ferviceable above Ax 
years, and alfo fwim deep, bccaufe they are fo heavy. The liquidarabar tree, or 
liquidambar dyracidua, Linn, is big enough, but unAt for making canoes, becaufe it 
imbibes, the water. The canoes which are made of the tulip-tree, fcarce lad fo long as 
thofe of white oak. The,Aze of the canoes is different, according to the purpofes 
they arc dedined for. They can carry Ax perfons, who, however, mud by no means 
be unruly, but At at the bottom of the canoe in the quieted manner poAible, led the 
boat overfet. The Swedes in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, near the rivers, have no 
other boats to go to Philadelphia in, which they commonly do twice a week on the 
market days, though they be feveral miles didant from the tov;p, and meet fometimes 
vrith fevere dorms ; yet misfdrtunes from the overfetting, &c. of thefe canoes, are 
fcldom heard of, though they might well be cxpeded, on account of the fmall Aze of 
this kind of boats. However, a great deal of attention and care is neceffary in 
managing the canoes, when the wind is fomewhat violent ; for they are narrow, round 
below, have no keel, and therefore may eaAly be overfet. Accordingly, when the 
wind is more brifk than ordinary the people make for the land. 

The common garden crelTes grow in feveral places on the roads about Chicheder, 
and undoubtedly come from the feeds, which were by chance carried out of the many 
gardens about that town. 

• The American brambles are here in great plenty. When a Aeld is left uncultivated, 
diey are the Ard plants that appear on it ; and I frequently obferved them in fuoh Aelds 
as are annually ploughed, and have com fown on them. For when thefe bulhes arc 
once rooted, they are not eaAly extirpated. Such a bulh runs out tendrils fometimes 
Asur fathoms off^ its root, and then throws a new root, fo that on pulling it up, you 
i^eet with roots on both ends. On fome old grounds, which had long been uncul- 
tivated, there were fo many bulhes of this kind, that it was very troublefome and 
dangerous walking in them. A wine is made of the berries, as 1 have already men- 
tioned. The berries are Iikewife eaten when they are ripe, and tade well. 

0£t. 6th. The chenopodium enthelminticum is very plentiful on the road, and on 
the banks of the river, but chiefly in dry places, in a loofe Tandy foil. The Englilh, 
who are fettled here, call it worm-feeh, and Jerufalem oak. It has a diAtgreeable 
feent. In Penfylvania and New Jerfey its feeds are given to children, agtund the 
worms, and for that purpofe they are mccellenu The plant itfelf is i^ntaneous in 
both provinces. 


The 
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Tlie eiiviruiiS of Chichefter contain many gardens, which are full ot R|j|>|i^([i«^ 
finking under the weight of innumerable apples. Moll of them are winter fruit, an^ 
therefore were yet quite four. Each farm has a garden, and fo has each houfe of the 
better fort. The extent of thefe gardens is likewife not inconfiderable, mid therefore 
affords the poffeffor, all the year long, great fupplies in his houfekeeping, both for 
eating and drinking. I frequently was furprized at the prudence of the inhabitants of 
this country. As foon as one has bought a piece of ground, which is neither built upon 
nor fown, his firft care is to get young apple-trees, and to make a garden. He next 
proceeds to build his houfe, and laftly prepares the uncultivated ground to receive 
corn. For it is well known that the trees require many years before they arrive to per- 
fe&ion, and this makes it neceflary to plant them firlh 1 now perceived/ near the 
farms, mills, wheels, and other inftruments, which are made ufe of in crulhing the 
. apples, in order to prepare cyder front them afterwards. 

From Chichefter I went on towards Philadelphia. The oaks were the moft plen- 
tiful trees in the wood. But there were feveral fpecies of them, all different from the 
European ones. The fwine now w'ent aboiit in great herds in the oak woods, where 
they fed upon the acorns, which fell in great abundance from the trees. Each hog 
had a wooden triangular yoke about its neck, by which it was hindered from pene- 
trating through the holes in the enclofures ; and, for thii^i reafon, the enclofures are 
made very flender, and eafy to put up, and do not require much wood. No other 
enclofures are in ufe, but thofe which are fo like flieep-hurdles. A number of fquir- 
rels were in the oak woods, partly running on the ground, and partly leaping from 
one branch to another ; and at this time they chiefly fed upon acorns. 

I feldom faw beech-teees ; but I found them quite the fame with the European ones. 
Their wood is reckoned very good for making joiner's planes of. 

I do not remember feeing any other than the black ants, or formica nigra, in 
Penfylvania. They are as black as a coal, and of two forts ; fome very little, like the 
leaft of our ants, and others of the fize of our common reddilh ants. I have not yet 
obferved any hills of theirs, but only feen fome running about lingly. In other 
parts of America I have likewife found other fpecies of ants, as I intend to remark in 
the fequel. 

The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, is made ufe of in many places, as a hedge 
round corn-fields and gardens ; and on my whole voyage, I did not fee that any othenj^ 
trees were made ufe of for this purpofe, though the Englilhmen here well know that 
the hawthorn makes a much better hedge. The privet hedges grow very thick and 
dole, but, having no fpines, the hogs, and even other animals, .break eafily through 
them ; and when they have once made a hole, it requires a long while before it grows 
up again. But when the hedges confift of fpinofe bufhes, the cattle will hardly attempt 
to get through them. 

About noon I came through Chefter, a little market-town, which lies on the De- 
laware. A rivulet, commg down out of the country, paffes through this place, and 
difeharges itfelf into the Delaware. There is a bndge over it. The houfes ftand 
difperfed. Moft of them are built of ftone, and two or three ftories high ; fome are 
however made of wood. In the town is a chuixh and a market-place. 

Wheat Was now fown every where. In fome places it was already green, having 
t>era fown four weeks before. The wheat fields were made in the Englifli manner, 
]»vmg no ditches in them, but numerous fufrows for draining the water, at the 
Mdiftaace of four or fix feei from one another. Great ftumps of the trees which had 
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b||A, EK even where feen on the fields; and this Ihews that th^^ontiy has 

been bt^'lsiteiy cultivated, . 

' The roots of the trees do not go deep into the grouncf, but fpread horizontElly* 
I had opportunities of obferving this in feveral places where the trees were dug up^ 
fisr I feldom faw one whofc root . went above a foot deep into the ground, though it 
was a loofe foil. 

About two Englilh miles behind Cheller, I pafied by an iron forge, which was to 
the right hand by the road fide. It belonged to two brothers, as I was told. The ore 
however is not dug here, but thirty or forty miles from hence, where it is firll melted 
in the oven, and then carried to this place. The bellows were made of leather, and 
both they and the hammers, and even the hearth, but fmall in proportion to ours* 
All the machines were worked by water. The iron was wrought into bars. 

To'day I remarked, as I have fince frequently feen on my travels in this country, 
that horfes are very greedy of apples. When they are let into an orchard to feed 
upon the grafs, if there are any apples on the ground, they frequently leave the firelh 
green grafs and cat the apples, which, however, are not reckoned a good food for 
them ; and, bolides that, it is too expenfive. 

The red maple, or acer rubrum, is plentiful in thefe places. Its proper fituations 
are chiefly fwampy, wet places, in which the alder commonly is its companion. Out 
of its wood they make plated, fpinning-wheels, rolls, feet for chairs and beds, and all 
forts of work. With the bark they die both worlled and linen, giving it a dark blue 
colour. For that purpofe it is firit boiled in water, and fome copperas, fuch as the 
hat>makers and flioe-makcrs commonly make ufe of, is added, before the Itufi* (which 
is to be dyed) is put into the boiler. This bark lifewife afibrds a good black ink. 
When the tree is felled early in fpring, a fweet juice runs out of it, like that which 
runs out of our birches. Thfs juice they do not make any ufe of here ; but, in 
Canada, they make both treacle and fugar of it. Here is a variety of this tree, 
which they call the curled maple, the wood being as it were marbled within ; it is 
much ufed in all kinds of joiner’s work, and the utenfils made of this wood are 
preferable to thofe made of any other fort of wood in the country, and are much 
dearer than thofe made of the wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus viiginiani) or of 
black walnut-trees. But the mod valuable utenfils were thofe made of curled black 
walnut, for that is an excclfive fcarce kind of wood. The curled maple was likewife 
very uncommon, and you frequently find trees, whofe outfides arc marbled but their 
infide not. The tree is therefore cut very deep before it is felled, to fee whether it 
has veins in every part. 

In the evening I reached Philadelphia. 

03. 7 th. In the morning we caoiTed the Delaware m a boat to the other fide, which 
belongs to New Jerfey, each perfon paying fourpence for his pail^e. The country 
here is very different from that in Penfylvania ; for here the grolmd is almofl mere 
fand ; but in the other province it is mixed with a good deal of clay, and this makes 
the ground pretty rich. I’he difcoverics which I made to-day of infeds and plants 
1 intend to mention in another work. 

A foil like this in New Jerfey, one might be led to think, could produce nothing, 
aecaufe it is fo dry and poor. Yet the maize, which is planted on it, grows txr 
Temely well, and we faw many fields filled with it. The earth is of that Idnd in 
which tobacco commonly fucceeds, but it is not near fo rich. The ftalks of maize 
ire commonly right feet high, more dr Icfs, and are full of leaves. The mrize is 
planted, as ufual, in rows, in little fquares, fo that there is a fpace of five feet and fix* 
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inches bet^i^een each fqoare, both in length and br^ditli ; da j^h of ihielb litil^, hHlis 
thr^^or four ftalks coma up, which were not yet cut for the cattle ; each ftslk again 
has ^01 one to four ears, which are large and full of com. A landy ground <a}uld 
never have been better employed. In foniie places the ground between the maize ie 
ploughed, and rye fown in it, fo that when the maize is cut, the rye remains upon 
the held. 

We frequent!/ fawafparagus growing near the enclofurcs, in a loofe foil, on uncul* 
tivated fandy helds. It is likewile plentiful between the n^aize, and was at prefent full 
of berries, but I cannot tell whether the feeds are carried by the wind to the places 
where I faw them ; it is however certam, that I have likewife feenit growing wild in 
other parts of America. 

The worm-feed is likewife plentiful on the road, in a fandy ground, fuch as that near 
the ferry, oppofite to Philadelphia. I have already mentioned that it is given to 
children, as a remedy to carry oiF the worms. It is then put into brandy, and when 
it has been in it for one hour, it is taken out again, dried, and given to the children, 
either in beer, fweetened with treacle, or in any other liquor. Its efifedis are talked 
of differently. Some people fay it kills the worms ; others again pretend that it forwards 
their incrcafe. But 1 know, by my own experience, that this worm-feed has had very 
good effeds upon children. 

The purilain, which we cultivate in our gardens, grows* wild in great abundance in 
the loofe foil, amongff the maize. It was there creeping on the ground, and its flalks 
were pretty thick and fucculent j which circumllances very juftly gave reafon to wonder 
from whence it could get juice fufficient to fupply it in fuch a dry ground. It is to be 
found plentiful in fuch foil, in other places of this country. 

The bidens bipinnata is here called Spaniih needles. It grows tingle about farm* 
houfes, near roads, pales, and along the hedges. It was yet partly in flower j but for 
the greateft part it ws« already out of bloflbm. When the feeds are ripe it is very 
difa^reeable walking where it grows, for they ftick to the clothes and make them black ; 
and It is difficult to mfeharge the black fpots which they occafion. Each feed has three 
fpines at its extremity ; and each of thefe again is full of numerous little hooks, by 
which the feed fallens itfelf to the clothes. 

In the woods and along the hedges in this neighbourhood, fomc Angle red ants 
(formica rubra) crept about, and their antennae or feel-horns, were as long as their 
bodies. 

Towards night we returned to Philadelphia. 

06i. 8th. The Ihore of Penfylvania has a great quantity of the fineft oyfters. 
About this time the people began to bring them to Philadelphia for fale. They come 
from that part of the (hore which is near the mouth *of the river Delaware. They are 
reckoned as good^as the New York oyllers, of which I fliall make more particular 
mention afterwards. However, I thought that this latter fort of oyfters vras generally 
larger, fatter, and more palatable. It is remarkable that they commonly became 
palatable at the time when the agues had left off their fury. Some men went with 
whole carts full of oyfliers, crying them about the ftreets ; this is unufual here when 
any thing elfe is to be fold, but in London it is reij common. The oyller Ihells are 
. thrown away, though^ formerly a lime was burnt from them, which has been found 
unneceffary, there being ftones for burning of lime in this nrighbourhood^ ^d the 
lin;e pfoy&a Ihells not being as good as this Ojther lime. The people (hewed me fome 
houfes in thb town which are built of (tone, and to the mafon work of which the lime 
^f oyfter (tells had been employed. The walls of thefe hdufes were sdways fo wet 
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tsid that dt^ of waier cbuid plvnly be 

:d8/ti»t»fyS thus ;thejr iirere as'^ood as faygrontieters *. 'Several people who 'haid' 
ii^ iiil'tidS^nd^dfhpures complained of tbne inconveniences. 

■' Oft. 9. Peafe are not'much cultivated in I^enfylvania at prefent, though formerly^ 
according to the accounts of fome old Swedes, every firmer had a little held with 
peafe. In New Jerfey, and the fouthem parts of New York, peafe are likewife not fo 
much cultivated as they ufed to be. But in the northern parts of New York, or about 
Albany, and in all the parts of Canada, which are inhabited by the French, the people 
, ibw great quantities, and have a plentiful crop. In the former colonies, a little 
defpicable infeft has obliged the people to give up fo ufeful a part of agriculture. This 
little infeft* was formerly little known, but' a few years ago it multiplied excelEvely. ' 
It couples in fuinmer, about the time when the peafe are in btoifom, and then depofits 
an egg into almoft every one of the little peafe. When the peafe are ripe, iheir out- 
ward appearance does not difcover the worm, which, however, is found wit^ when it 
is cut. I'his worm lies in the peaj if it is not ftirred, during all the winter, and part 
of the fpring, and in that fpace of time confumes the greateft part of the iniide of the 
pea : in fpring, therefore, little more than the mere thin outward ikin is left. This 
worm at laft changes into an infeft of the coleoptera clafs, and in that ftate creeps 
through a hole of its own milking in the hu|kf.and fiies oft, in order to look for new 
fields of peafe, in which it may couple with its cogeneric infefts, and provide food fuf- 
ficient for its pofterity. 

This noxious infeft has fpread from Penfylvania to the north. For the country of 
New York, where it is common at prefent, has not been plagued with it above twelve 
or fifteen years ago i and before that time the people fowed peafe every year, without 
any inconvenience, and had excelltot crops. But by degrees tbefe little enemies came 
in fuch numbers that the inhabitants , were forced to leave off fowing of peafe. 
The people complained of this in feveral places. The country people about Albany 
have yet the pl^ure to fee their fields of peafe not infefted by thefe beetles, but are 
always afrmd of their approach ; as it has been obferved they come every year nearer 
to that province. 

I know not whether this infeft would live in Europe, and I Ihould think ourSwediih 
winters muft kill the worm, even if it be ever fo deeply inclofed in the pea; notwith^ ' 
Handing it is often as cold in New York (where this mfeft is fo abundant) as in our 
country, yet it continues to multiply here every year, and proceeds always £urt^ to 
the north. I was very near bringing fome of thefe vermin into EuroTC without Imow^ 
ingof it. At my departure from America I took fome fweet peafe with me in a paper, 
and they were at that time quite frelh and green ; but on opening the paper, after my 
arrival at Stockholm, m Auguft the ill, 1751, 1 found all the peafe hollow, and the 
headof an infeft peeping out of each. Some of thefe infefts even cr^t out, in order 
to try the weather of this n<^ climate; but 1 made hade to Ihut the paper again, in 
order to prevent the fpreading of this noldous iiifeft t. I own, that wfaen I firft per-^ 


f At the Arils of t^flers are a marine animal produAioo^ and their cavities are full of niitScI^ of 
.^terithe moiilwe of it flies leaving behind its fait ; when the Aells are burnt, and thelimip U 
the fait mtxet with ihclimc ; and though the mortar of foeh a lime grows^ver fo dry^ the fait 

immediately attnft the moifture of the air, and aufe that dlmpnefa complimid of here • 
f Though Mr» Kalm ^s fo carefully avoided peopling Europe with this infe&, yet l)n Lihbsetti affnres 
'^ot|in hb oyftehmNatdiWi ihat thc fouthem coiintrie^a of Europe are already iofeHed ,wttfa it| S^poll 
mentie^i it among bbidfefta carnmlid p. 63. and Geofftoyi among his Parifian u g* a6y. t..4* 

f« pf^hai ipyena fine flgnre-ofilv.' '>.■ ■ ’ ■ ' . 
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ceived them, I was more frightened than I fhould hav^-beeRAt thei'iKgl^.iciff^^ 

For I at once had a full view of the whole damage, which my dear coun^ would-have 
filtered, if only two or three of thefe noxious infeibs had efcaped me. The pofterity of 
many families, and even the inhabitants of whole provinces, would have had fuf&cient 
reafon to detelt me, as the caufe of fo great a calamity. I afterwards fent forae of them, 
though well fecured, to Count Teflin, and to Dr. Linnasus, together with an account of 
their dellru£tive qualities. Dr. Linnaeus has already inferted a defeription of them in an 
academical dilT'ertation, which has been drawn up under his preiidcncy, and treats of 
the damages made by infeds*. He there calls this infeit thcBruchus of North 
America f. It was very peculiar that every pea in the paper was eaten without exception. 

When the inhabitants of Penfylvania fow peafe procured from abroad, they are not 
commonly attacked by thefe infers for the firlt year ; but in the next they take poffef- 
fionof the pea. It is greatly to be wiflied that none of the fhips which annually depart 
from New York or Penfylvania, may bring them into the European countries. From 
hence the power of a Angle defpicable infedt will plainly appear j as alfo, that the ftudy 
of the oeconomy and of the qualities of infedls is not to be looked upon as a mere 
paftime and ufelefs employment |. 

The rhus radicans is a Ihrub or tree which grows abundantly in this country, 
and has in common with the ivy, called hedera arborca, the quality of not growing 
without the fupport either of a tree, a wall, or a hedge. I have feen it climbing to the 
very top of high trees in the woods, and its branches flioot out every where little roots, 
which fatten upon the tree, and as it were enter into it. When the ftem is cut, it 
emits a pale brown fap of a difagreeable feent. This fap is fo fharp that the letters 
and charadbers made upon linen with it cannot be got out again, but grow blacker the 
more the cloth is walhed. Boys commonly marked their names on their linen with 
this juice. If you write with it on paper the letters never go out, but grow blacker 
from time to time. 

This fpecies of fumach has the fame noxious qualities as the poifonous fumach, or 
poifon-tree, which I have above deferibed, being poifonous to fomc people, though not 
to every one. Therefore all that has been faid of the poifon-tree is likewife applicable 
to this } excepting that the former has the ftronger poifon. However, 1 have feen 
people who have been as much fw'ellcd from the noxious exhalations of the latter, as 
they could have been from thofe of the former. I likewife know, that of two fitters, 
the one could manage the tree without being afi'odbcd by its venom, though the other 
immediately felt it as foon as the exhalations of the tree came near her, or whenever 
(he came a yard too near the tree, and even when flie flood in the way of the wind, 
which blew diredbly from this (hrub. But upon me this fpecies of fumach has never 
exerted its power ; though I made above a hundred experiments upon myfelf with the 
greatett ftems, and the juice once fquirted into my eye, without doing me any harm. 
On another perfon’s hand, which I had covered very thick with it, the (kin, a few hours 
after, became as hard as a piece of tanned leather, and peeled off in the following days, 
as if little fcales fell from it. 

• DiflT. dc Noxa Inffftofutn, Amocn. Acatl. vol. 3. p. <47. 

f In his Syltema Naturae, he calls it bruclius piH. or the peafe beetle ; and fays, that the gracnia 
qnifriila, or purple daW of Catefby, lii the gregtell dcflroyer ol'thcm, and thongh this bird has been pro- 
fcribtd by the legiflature of Penfylvaniii, New jerfey, and New England, as a maizc-thief, they feel how- 
ever the imprudence of extirpating this bird : for a quantity of worms, which formerly were eaten 
by thefe birds, deftroy their meadows at prefent. F. 

^ If the peafe were ftceped, before they are fown, in a lye of lime water and fomc diflolved arfenic, tlie 
pupa dr anrelia of the infeft would be killed. F. 

^ ‘ oa. 
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mprmiig I accompamed Mr. Cockio hiV country feat, 
i .iTiott^ the woods o^Penfylvasia afford many oaks, and more fpecies of them tfiatt 
are found further norths yet tney do not build fo many Ihips in this province as they do 
in the northern ones, and efpecially in New England. But experience has taught the 
people that the fame kind of trees is more durable the further it grows to the north, 
and that this advantage decreafes the more it grows in warm climates. It is likewife 
plain that the trees in the fouth grow more every year, and form thicker ringlets, than 
thofe in the north. The former have likewife much greater tubes for the circulation 
of the fap than the latter. And for this reafon they do not build fo many {hips in 
Penfylvania, as they do in New England, though more than in Virginia and Maryland; 
but Carolina builds very few, and its merchants get all their (hips from New England. 
Thofe which are here made of the Left oak hardly are ferviceable above ten or at 
moft twelve years; for then they are fo rotten that nobody ventures to go to fea in them. 
Many captains of fhips come over from England to North America, in order to get 
fliips built. But molt of them choofe New England, that being the moft northerly 
province ; and if they even come over in fliips which are bound for Philadelphia, they 
frequently, on their ju'rival, fet out from Penfylvania for New England. The Spaniards 
in the Weft Indies arc faid to build their {hips of a peculiar fort of cedar, which holds 
out againft putrefaflion and, wet ; but it is not to be met with on the continent in the 
Englilh provinces. Here are above nine different forts of oak, but not one of them is 
comparable to the Angle fpecies we have in Sweden, with regard to its goodnefs. And 
therefore a fliip of European oak coils a great deal more than one made of American 
oak. 

Many people who chiefly employed themfclvcs in gardening, had found, in a fuccef- 
fion of years, that the red beet, which grew out of the feed which was got from New 
York, became very i'weet, and had a very fine tafte ; but that it every year loft part of 
its goodneis, if it was cultivated from feeds which were got here. The people were 
therefore obliged to get as many feeds of red beet every year from New York, as were 
wanted in their gardens. It has likewife been generally obferved, that the plants which 
are produced from Englilh feeds are always much better and more agreeable than 
thofe which come from leeds of this country. 

In the garden of Mr. Cock was a radifh, which was in the loofe foil grown fo big a: 
to be feveii inches in diameter. Every body that faw it, owned it was uncommon to fet 
them of fuch a fize. 

That fpecies of convolvulus which is commonly called batatas, has here the name ol 
Bermudian potatoes. The common people, and the gentry without diftindionj 
planted them in their gardens. This is done in the fame manner as with the common 
potatoes. Son^ people made little hillocks, into which they put thefe potatoes ; but 
others only planted them in flat beds. The foil muft be a mixture of fand and earth, 
and neither too rich nor too poor. When they are going to plant them, they cut 
them as the common potatoes, taking care however that a bud or two be left on each 
piece which is intended to be planted. Their colour is commonly red without and 
yellow within. They are bigger than the common fort, and have a fweet and very 
agreeable tafte which 1 cannot find in the other potatoes, in artichokes, or in any other 
root ; and they almoft melt in the mouth. It is not long fince they have been planted 
. here. They are dreffed in the fame manner as common potatoes, and eaten either 
along with them, or by themfelves. They grow very fall artd ver/well here ; but the 
greateft difficulty confifts in keeping them over winter, for they will bear neither cold 
nor a great heat, nor wet. Tiicy muft therefore be kept, during winter, in a box 
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chiimitesy the;|?'«i«putin fu(^ a bode fa&d,at fbti^e4ii^l^ 'ir<>tt 
they are fecvt^i ^th ag«nft froft and agabft over heat< It Will Adt ^t^fwer'^i 
puipi^to! put diem mto dry fend in a cellar, as is commonly done iwith the common 
fort of potatoes; for the moifture which is always in cellars, penetrates the fand, and 
makes than putiify. It would probably be very eafy to keep tliem in Sweden in vrorn 
rooms, durmg the cold feafon. But the difficulty lies wholly in bringing them bvei 
to Sweden, f carried a confiderable number of them with me on leaving America, 
and took all poffible care in preferving them, but wc had a very violent ftorm at fea, 
by which the Ihip was fo greatly damaged that the water got in every where, and 
wetted our cloaths, beds, and other moveables fo much, that we could* wring th( 
water out of them. It is therefore no wonder that my Bermuda potatoes were rotten ; 
but as they are now buldvated in Portugal and Spain, nay even in England, it will 
be eafy to bring them into Sweden. The drink which the Spaniards prepare from theft 
potatoes, in thor American pofieffimis, is not ufual in Penfylvania. * 

Mr. Cock had a paper mill, on a little brook, and all the coarfer forts of papei 
are manufaftured in iu It is now annually rented for fifty pounds Penfylvanj^ 


currency. 

Od. nth. I have already mentioned that every countryman has a greater oi 
lefler number of apple*trees planted round his farm.houfe, from whence he gets greai 
quantities of friiit, part of which he fells, part he makes cyder of, and part he ufes in 
his own family for pies, tarts, and the like. However, he cannot exped an equal 
quantity of fruit evwy year; and I W'as told, that this year bad not by far afforded 
fuch a great quantity oi apples as the preceding ; the caufe of which they told me, vrhi 
the continual and great drought in the month of May, which had hurt all the blo&nu 
of the apple trees, and made them wither. The heat had been fo great as to dry up 
all the plants, and the grafs in the fields. 

The polytrichum commune, a fpecies of mo&, grew plentifully on wet and low 
meadows between the woods, and in feveral places quite covered them, as our molTes 
cover the meadows in Sweden. It was likewife very plentiful on hills. 

Agriculture was in a very bad Hate hereabouts. When a perfon had bought a piece 
of land, which perhaps had never been ploughed fince the creation, be cut down part 
of the wood, tore up the roots, ploughed the ground, fowed com on it, and the firfl: 
nme got a plentiful crop. But the fame land being tilled for feveral yeaitifocceilivcly 
without being manured, it at laft muff of courfe lofe its fertility. Iai poffefibr there- 
/ore leaves it fallow, and proceeds to another part of this groumliilKi^h he treats in the 
fame manner. Thus he goes on till he has changed a great pirt of bis poffeffioUs into 
comriields, and by that means deprives the ground of its fertility. He then returns to 
the fiirft field, which now is pretty well recovered ; this he again tills as long as it will 
afford him a good crop, but when its fertility is exhaufted, he leaves it fallow again, and 
proceeds to the reft as before. 

It being' cuffomary here to let the cattle go about the fields and in the woods both day 
and iwht, the people cannot colleCt much dung for manure, but by leaving the land 
fallow forfoveral years together, a great quantity of weeds Ipring op m it, and get fuch 
firength, that it requires a confiderable time to extirpate them, t - From hence it likewife 
icoines, dm the com is. always fo<. much mixed with weeds. The great richnefs ef;the 
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and which had never 

of agricaUure, which isftill obferved by o^;^f 
^iheiahMvhvtcs^.. But they >do. sot confider, that 'when the earth ia quite exhaufted^.n 
. ^neat fpace of time^ and an inhnite deal of labour is neceflary to bring it agun iojto 
good order ; efpecially in- thefe countries which are almoft every fummer fo fcorched 
op by , the exceuive heat and drowht. The foil of the com fields confided of a thin 
mould, greatly mixdd with a bri» coloured clay, and a quantity of fmall particles of 
glimmer. This latter came from the ftones which are here almod every where to be 
. met with at the depth of a foot or thereabouts. Thefe little pieces of glimmer made the 
ground fparkle when the fun ihone upon it. 

Almolball the houfes hereabouts were built either of done or bricks : but thofe of 


done were more numerous. Germantown, which is about two Engliih miles long, had 
no other houfes, and the country houfes thereabouts were all built of done. But thete 
are fcveral varieties of that done which is commonly made ufe of in building. Some* 
times it confided of a black or grey glimmer, running in undulated veins, the fpaces 
between their bendings being tilled up. with a grey, loofe, fmall* grained limedone, 
which w'as c-afiiy friable, borne tranfparent particles of quartz were fcattered in the 
mafs, of v’l.ich the glimmer made the greated part. It was very eafy to be cut, and 
with proper tools could rpadily be diaped into any form. Sometimes however the 
pieces confided of a black, fmalUgrained glimmer, a white fmall*grained fanddone^ 
and fome particles of quartz^ and the fevcral condituent parts were welt mixed- 
together; and fonietimes the done had broad dripes of the white limedone without 
any addition of glimmer, but mod commonly they were much blended together, and 
of a grey colour. Sometimes this done was found to confid of quite fine and black 
pieces of glimmer, and a grey,* loofe, and very fmall-grained limedone. This wae 
iikewife very eal'y to be cut, being loofe. 

'I’hefe varieties of the done are commonly found clofe together. They were every 
whereto be met with, at a little depth, but not in equal quantity and goodnefs; and* 
not always eafy to be broken. When therefore a perfon Intended to build a houfe,. 
he enquired where the bed done could be met with. It is to be found on com fields' 
and meadows, at a depth which varies from two to fix feet, 'file pieces were different’ 
as to fize. Some were eight or ten feet long, two broad, and one thick. Sometimes 
they were dill bigger, but frequently much lefs. Hereabouts they lay in drata. one - 
above another, the ihicknefs of each uratum being about one foot. The length and 
breadth were different, but commonly fuch as I have before mentioned. They inud 
commonly dig three or four feet before they reach the fird dratum. The loofe ground 
above that llratum is full of little pieces of this done. This ground is the common 
brick'Coloured foil, which is univerfal here, and confids of fand and clay, though the 
former is more plentiful. The loofe pieces of glimmer which fliine fo much in it, feem > 
to have been broken off from the great lirata of done. 

It mud be obferved that when the people build w'.ih this done, they take care to tnm: 
the fiat fide of it curwards. But as that cannot always be done, the dpnerfr^g: 
frequently rough on all Tides, it is eafilycut fmooth with tools^ finceit is feftj,|mdKna£ 
Tery difficult to be broken; 'The doncs however are unequal in thicknefe, andtkere£bfb 
■by ^tdng them together they cannot be kept in ftich ftraight lineass bricks. , tt^fome^ 
times Iikewife bappens' that pieces break off when they are cut, and • leave h^es on the 
outfide of the wall. But in order to fill up thefe boles, the little pieces of done which ' 
esniiqt fernade ufe of are pounded, mixed with’ mortar j apld put-iftto ^he holes ; the 
places thus filled up» are afterwards fmoothed, and when they ture dry, they are.' 
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KALM*3 TRAVSLS m NO&TH A^tSSICJU' 

hardly diftingivfliaUe from the reft, at fome diftance. 

fide of the wall, firokes of mortar, which crofs each other ^^i<^endkularl]|^^^^^ 

looks as if the wall confifted wholly of equal fquare ftones, and as if the wUte firoke$ 

were the places where they were joined with mortar. The infide of the^wall is made 

fmootfa, covered with mortar, and white-wafhed. It has not been obferved that this 

kind of ftone attrads the moifture in a rainy or wet feafon. In Philadelphia and its 

environs, you find feveral houfes built of this kind of ftone. 

The houfes here are commonly built in the Englifh manner. 

One of Mr. Cock’s negroes Ihewed me the fkin of a badger (urfus meles) which he 
had killed a few days ago, and which convinced me that the American badger is the 
fame with the Swedifh one : it was here called ground-hog. 

Towards night I returned to Philadelphia. 

Oft. 12th. In the morning we went to the river Skulkill, partly to gather feeds, 
partly to colleft plants for the herbal, and to make ail forts of obfervations. The 
bkulkili is a narrow river, which falls into the Delaware, about four miles from Phila- 
delphia to the foutli ; but narrow as it is, it rifes on the weft fide of thofe high moun- 
tains commonly called the Blue Mountains, and runs two hundred Knglifh miles, and 
perhaps more. It io a great difadvantage to this country, that there are feveral catarafts 
in this river as low as Philadelphia, for which rcafon there, can be no navigation on it. 
To-day I made fome deferiptions and remarks on fuch plants as the cattle liked, or 
fuch as they never touched. 

I obferved feveral little fubterrancous walks in the fields, running under ground in 
various diredlions, the opening of wliich was big enough for a mole : the earth, which 
formed as it were a vault above it, anti lay elevated like a little bank, was near two 
inches high, full as broad as a man’s hand, and about two inches thick. Iti unculti- 
vated fields I frequently faw thefe fubterrancous walks, which difeovered thcml'elves by 
the ground thrown up above them, which when trod upon gave W'ay, and made it in- 
convenient to walk in the field. 

Thefe walks are inhabited by a kind of mole *, which I intend to deferibe more ac- 
curately in another work. Their food is commonly roots : I have obferved the fol- 
lowing qualities in one which was caught. It had greater ftifl'nels and flrength in its 
legs than I ever obferved in other animals, in proportion to thqir fize. Whenever it 
intended to dig, it held its legs obliquely like oars. I laid my handkerchief before it, 
and it began to ftir in it with the fnout, and taking away the handkerchief to fee what 
it had done to it, 1 found that in the fpace of a minute it had made it full of holes, and 
it looked as if it had been pierced very much by an awl. I was obliged to put fome 
books on the cover of the box in which I kept this animal, or elfe it was flung off im- 
mediately. It was very irafciblc, and would bite great holes into any thing that was 
put in its way ; 1 held a fteel pen-cafe to it, it at firlt bit at it with great violence, but 
having felt its hardnefs, it would not venture 'again to bite at any thing. Thefe moles 
do not make fuch hills as the European ones, but only fuch walks as 1 have already 
deferibed. 

Oft. 1 3th. lliere is a plant here, from the berries of which they make a kind of 
wax or tallow, and for that reafon the Swedes call it the tallow-fhrub. The Englifh 
call the fame tree the caudlebcrry-tree, or bayberry-bufh ; and Dr. Linnaeus gives it 
ihe name of myrica cerifera j it grows abundantly on a wet foil, and feems to thrive 

, * Tbisanimol is probably.tbe forex criflatui of Dr, Linnnas, who fays it it Uke the mole, aiid live* in 
Fenfylvsaia. F. 
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tl&||j0;^ix>urhood of the faa, nor have I ever found it hi^h '^tip in 
the couht^'ii^ from me ^ The berries grow abundantly on the female and 

look, as if jour had been ftrewed upon them. I hey are gathered late in autuntn* 
being ripe aljsput that time, and are then thrown into a kettle or pot full of boiling 
water ; by this means their fat melts out, floats at the top of the water, and may be 
Hummed off into a veffel ; with the Ikimming, they go on till there is no tallow lefb 
The tallow, as foon as it is congealed, looks like common tallow or wax, but has a 
dirty green colour ; it is for that reafon melted over again and refined ; by which 
means it acquires a fine and tranfparent green colour ; this tallow is dearer than com- 
mon tallow, but cheaper than wax. In Philadelphia they pay a fliilling Penfylvania 
currency, •for a pound of this tallow ; but a pound of common tallow only came to half 
that money, and wax colts as much again. From this tallow they make candles in 
many parts of this province, but they ufually mix fome common tallow with it. 
Candles of this kind do not eafily bend, nor melt in fummer as common candles do ; 
they burn better and flower, nor do they caufe any fmoke, but rather yield an agreeable 
fmell, when they are extinguilhed. An old Swede, of mnety*one years of age, told 
me, that this fort of candles had formerly been much in ufe with his countryman. At 
prefent they do not make fo many candles of this kind, if they can get the tallow of 
animals ; it being too trouljlefome to gather the berries. However, thefe candles are 
made ufe of by poor people, who live in the neighbourhood of a place where the bulhes 
grow, and have not cattle enough to kill, in order to fupply them with a fuflicient 
quantity of tallow. From the wax of the candlebei*ry>tree they likewife make a foap 
here, which has an agreeable feent, and is the bell for lhaving. This wax is likewife 
ufed by doclors and fu)'geons,who reckon it exceedingly good tor plaffers upon wounds. 
A merchant of this town once fent a quantity of thefe candles to thofe American pro- 
vinces which had Roman Catholic inhabitants, thmking he would be well paid, fince 
wax candles are made ufe of in the Roman Catholic churches ; but the clergy would 
not take them. An old Swede mentioned that the root of the candleberry*tree was 
formerly made ufe of by the Indians, as a remedy againfl the tooth-ach, and that he 
lumfelf having had the tooth*ach very violently, had cut the root ui pieces and- applied 
it round his tooth ; and that the pain had been leffened by it. Another Swede aifured 
me, that he had been cured of the tooth-ach, by applying the peel of the root to it.- 
In Carolina they not only make candles out of the wax of the berries, but likennfe 
fealing-wax. 

Oa. 14th. Penny-royal is a plant which has a peculiar llrong feent, and grows 
abundantly on dry places in the country ; botaniiis call it cuniia pulegioides. It is 
reckoned very wholefomc to drink as a tea, when a perfon has got cold, as it promotes 
perfpiration. 1 was likewife told, that on feeling a pain in any limb, this plant, if ap- 
plied to it, would give immediate relief. 

The goods which are (hipped to London from New England are the following : all 
forts of filh caught near Newfoundland and elfewhere ; train-oil of feveral Ibrts ; 
whalebone, tar, pitch, mails, new (hips, of wliich a great number is annually built, a 
few hides, and Ibmetimes fome forts of wood. The Engliih iflands in America, as Ja^ 
maica and Barbadoes, get from New England, fifli, fle(h, butter, cheefe, tallow, horfes, 
cattle ; all forts of lumber, fuch as pails, buckets, and hoglheads ; and have returns 
made in rum, fugar, molalTes, and other produces of the country, or in ca(h, the greatell 
part of all which they fend to Lon Jon (the money efpecially) in payment of the goods 
received from thence f and yet all this is infuificient to pay off the debt. • 

7 ' oa. 
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Od. 15th. The aldeis grew here in conftder^e ahi«Btki^|l^^ vet •iiii,lov< places 
and even (bmetimes on pretty high ones, but never if<mhed the height of the 
European alders, and commonly ftood like a buih, about a fathom or two high. Mr. 
Bartram and other gentleman who had frequently travelled in thefe provinces, told 
me, that the more you go to the fouth, the lefs are the alders ; but that th^ arc higher 
and taller, the more you advance to the north. 1 found aAemards myfelf, that the 
alders, in fome places of Canada, arc little inferior to the Swedilh ones. Their bark is 
employed here in dying red and brown. A Swedilh inhabitant of America told me, 
that he had cut his leg to the very bone, and that fome coagulated blood had aU 
ready been fettled within ; that he had been advil'cd to boil the alder bark, and to walh 
the wound often with the water : that he followed this advice, and Toon got his leg 
healed, though it had been very dangerous at hrft. 

The phytohicca decandra was called poke by the Englilh. The Swedes had no par* 
ticular name for it, but made ufe of the Englilh, with fome little variati<m into paok. 
When the juice of its berries is put upon paper or ilic like, it llrikc$ it with a high 
purple colour, which is a fine as any in the world : and it is pity that no method is as 
yet found out of n^aking this colour lall on woollen and Hnen cloth, for it fades very 
foon. Mr. Bartram mentioned, that having hit his foot againil a Hone, he had got a 
violent pain in it ; he then bethought himfelf to put a leaf of the phytoUcca on his loot, 
by which he lo/l the pain in a fnort time. The berries are eaten by the birds about 
this time. The Englilh and feveral Swedes make ufe of the leaves in fpring, when 
Aey are iult come out, and are yet tender and foft, and cat them partly as green calc, 
and partly in the manner we eat fpinnage. Sometimes they likewife prepare them in 
the firft of thefe ways, when the ftalks are already grown a little longer, breaking olF 
none but the upper fprouts, which are yet tender, and not woody ; but in this latter 
cafe, great care is to be taken, for if you cat the plant when it is already grown up, and 
its leaves are no longer foft, you may expefi: death as a confcquence, which fcldom 
fails to follow ; for the plant has then got a power of purging the body to excefs. 1 
have known people, who, by eating great full-grown leaves of this plant, have got fuch 
a llrong dyfentery, that they were near dying with it i its berries however are eaten in 
autumn by children, without any ill confluence. 

Woollen and linen cloth is died yellow with the bark of hiccory. This likewife is 
done with the bark of the black oak, or Linnaeus's quercus nigra, and that variety of it 
which Catefby in his Natural Hiilory of Carolina, vol. i. tab. 19, calls quercus mari* 
landica. The flowers and leaves of the impatiens noli tangere, or balfamine, likewife 
dyed all woollen fluffs with a fine yellow colour. 

Thecollinfonia canadenlis was frequently found in little woods and bufhes, in a good 
rich foil. Mr. Bartram, who knew the country perfedly well, was fure that Penfyl- 
vania, and all the parts of America in the fame climate, were the true and original places 
where this plant grows ; for further to the fouth, neither he nor Meflrs. Clayton and 
Mitchel ever found it, though the latter gentlemen have made accurate obfervations in 
Virginia and part of Maryland ; and from his own experience he knew that it did not 
mw in the northerly parts. I have never found it more than fifteen minutes north of 
lorty-three d^rees. The time of the year when it comes up in Penfylvania is fo late, 
^t its feed has but juft time fufEcient to ripen in, and it therefore feems unlikely that 
k can fucceed farther north. Mr. Bartram was the firft who difeovered it, and fent it 
over Into Europe. Mr. Juflfeo, during his flay at London, and Dr. Linnxus a^r- 
^yards, called colfinfoma, mm the celebrated Mr. Peter CoUiafon, a merest in 

liOndon, 
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Tfcnglifli and Swedilh Royal Societies. He ^1 delbrved 
die hoi&b^ (Shaving ft 'pHInt called after his name, for there are few people thitt iiiye 
promoted natural hiftoiy and all ufeful fciences with a zeal like his } or that have d^e 
as much as he towards coUedting, cultivating, and maldng known all forts of jdaiats. 
The collinfonia has a peculiar fcent, which is agreeable, but very ftrong. It always gave 
me a pretty violent hcad-ach whenever I palTed by a place where it flood in plenty, and 
especially when it was in flower. Mr. Bartram was acquainted with a better quality 
or this plant, which was that of being an excellent remedy againfl all forts of pain in 
the limbs, and againfl a cold, when the parts aSedled are rubbed with it ; and Mr. Con- 
rad WdfTer, interpreter of the language of the Indians in Penfylvania, had told him of 
a more wonderful cure with this plant. He was once among a company of Indians, 
one of which had been flung by a rattle-fnake ; the favages gave him over ; but he 
boiled the collinfonia, and made the poor wretch drink the water, from which he hap- 
pily recovered. Somewhat more to the north, and in New York, they call this plant 
horfe-w'eed, bccaufe the horfes eat it in fpring, before any other plant comes up. 

Odl. i6th. I afked Mr. Franklin, and other gentlemen who were well acquainted 
with this country, whether they had met with any figns, from whence they could have 
concluded, that any place which was now a part of the continent, had formerly been 
covered with water ? and I got the following account in anfwer : 

Firfl, on travelling from hence to the fouth you meet with a place where the high 
road is very low in the ground between two mountains. On both Aides you fee nothing 
but oyfler-fhells and mufcle>fhells in immenfe quantities above each other ; however 
the place i's many miles off the fca. 

Second, whenever they dig wells, or build houfes in town, they find the earth lying 
in feveral flrata above each oflicr. At a depth of fourteen feet or more, they find 
globular fluncs, which are as fmooth on the outfide as thofe which lie on the fea-fhore, 
and are made round and fmooth by the rolling of the waves ; and after having dug 
through the fand, and reached a depth of eighteen feet or more, they difeover in fome 
places a flime like'that which the fea throws up on the fhore, and which commonly 
lies at its bottom and in rivers : this flime is quite full of trees, leaves, branches, reed, 
charcoal, &c. * 

Third, it has fometimes happened that new houfes have funk on one fide in a fhort 
time, and have obliged the people to pull them down again. On digging deeper, for 
a very hard ground to build upon, they have found a quantity of the above flime, 
wood, roots, &c. • 


Are not thefe reafons fuflicient to make one fuppofe that thofe places in Philadelphia, 
which are at profent fourteen feet and more under ground, formerly were the bottom of 
the fea, and that, by feveral accidents, fand, earth, and other things, were carried upon 
it ? or, that the Delaware formerly was broader than it is at prefent ? .or, that it has 
changed its courfe ? This lafl flill often happens at prefent j the river breaking off the 
bank on one fide, and forming one on the other. Both the Swedes and Englifh often 
fhewed me fucb places. 

Ocl. 1 8 th. At prefent I did not find above ten different kinds of plants in bloffom : 
they were, a gentiana, two fpecies of after, the common golden rod, or folidago Virga 
aurea, a fpecies of hieracium, the yellow wood-forrel, or oxalis corniculata, the fox- 
gloves, or digitalis purpurea, the hamamelis virginiana, or witch hazel, our common 
millefoil, or achilioea millefolium, and our dandelion, or leontodon taraxacum. All 
other plants had for this year laid afide their gay colours. Several trees, efpedalfy 
thofe which were to flower early in fpring, had already formed fuch large buds, that on 
VOL. xni, ^ L opening 
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Opening iheili aH the parts of fruftification, fuch as <»1^ 
piftiliuin, were plsunly diftinguifhable. It was therefore es^ to determine the genus 
to which fuch trees belonged. Such were the red maple,' or acer rubrum, and the 
laurus aedivalis) a fpecies of bay. Thus nature prepared to bring forth flowers, with 
the firft mild weather in the next year. The buds were at prefent quite hard, and all 
their parts prclled clofe togetlier. that the cold might by all means be excluded. 

The black walnut-trees had for the greateft part dropt their leaves, and many of 
them were entirely without them. The walnuts themfelves were already fallen off. 
The green peel which enclofed them, if frequently handled, would yield a black 
colour, which Could not be got off the fingers in two or three weeks time, though the 
hands were wafhed ever fo much. 

The comus fiorida was called dog-wood by the Englifh,and grew abundantly in the 
woods. It looks beautiful when it is adorned with its numerous great white flowers in 
fprmg. The wood is very hard, and is therefore made ufe of for weavers fpools, 
joiners planes, wedges, &c. When the cattle fall down in fpring for want of ftrength, 
the people tie a branch of this tree on their neck, thinking it will help them. 

0^1. igth. The tulip-tree grows every where in the woods of this country. The 
botanills call it liriodendron tulipifera, becaufe its flow'crs, both in refpeft to their fize, 
and in refpecl to their exterior form, and even in fome mcafurc w'ith regard to their 
colour, referable tulips. The Swedes call it canoe-tree, for both the Indians and tiie 
Europeans often make their canoes of the ftem of this tree. The Engliflimcn in Pen- 
fylvania give it the name of poplar. It is reckoned a tree which grow's to the greatelt 
height and thicknefs of any in North America, and which vies in that point with our 
greateft European trees. The w'hite oak and the fir in North America, however, 
are little inferior to it. It cannot therefore but be very agreeable to fee in fpring, at 
the end of May (when it is in bloffoin), one of the greateft trees covered for a fortnight 
together with flowers, which, with regard to their lhape, fize, and partly colour, 
are like tulips ; the leaves have likcwife fomething peculiar ; the Englifh, therefore, 
in fome places, call the tree the old woman’s finock, bccaufc their imagination finds 
fomething like it below the leaves. 

Its wood is here made ufe of for canoes, boards, planks,, bowls, difhes, fpoons, 
door-pofts, and all forts of joiners work. 1 have feen a barn ot a conllderable fize, 
whofe walls and roof were made of a fingle tree of this kind, fplit into boards. 
Some joiners reckoned this wood better than oak, becaufe this latter frequently is 
’ warped, which the other never does, but works very eafy ; others again valued it 
very little. It is certain, that it contrafts fo much in hot weather, as to occafion 
great cracks in the boards, and in wet w'eather it fwclls fo as to be near burlling, 
and the people hardly know of a wood in thefe parts which varies fo much in con- 
tracting and expanding itfelf. The joiners, however, make much ufe of It in their 
work ; they fay there are two fpecies of it ; but they arc merely two varieties, one 
of which, in time, turns yellow within ; the other is white ; the former is faid to 
have a loofer texture. The bark (like Ruffian glafs) is divifiblc info very thin 
leaves, which are very tough like baft, though 1 have never feen it employed as fuch. 
The leaves, when crufhed and applied to the forehead, are faid to be a remedy 
againft the head-ach. When horfes are plagued with worms, the bark is pounded, 
and given them quite dry. Many people believe its roots to be as efficacious againft 
the fever as the Jefuits bark. The trees grow in all forts of dry foil, both on high 
low grounds, but too wet a foil will not agree with them. 

*oa. 
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; f is to be met with in feveral parts of Penfylvaaia and 

New Jerl^y in a poor IWnpy foil, or on wet m^dows. Dr. Linnaeus calls it mag- 
nolia glauca ; both the Swedes and Elnglifli call it beaver^rree, becaufe the root 
this tree is the dainty of beavers, which are caught by its means ; however, the 
Swedes fometimes gave it a different name, and the Fngliih as improperly called it 
fwamp faffafras, and white laurel. The trees of this kind dropt their leaves early 
in autumn, though fome of the young trees kept them all the winter. I have feldom 
found the beaver-tree to the north of Pcnfylvania, where .it begins to flower about 
the end of May. The feent of its bloiToins is excellent ; tor by it you can difeover, 
within three quarters of an Englilh mile, whether thefe little trees ftand in the neigh- 
bourhood, provided the wind be not againfl: it. For the whole air is filled with this 
fweet and pleafant feent. It is beyond defeription agreeable to travel in the woods 
about that time, efpecially towards night. They retain their flowers for three weeks, 
and even longer, according to the quality of the foil on which the trees ftand j and, 
during the whole time of their being in bloflbm, they fpread their odoriferous ex- 
halations. The berries likcwife look very fine when they are ripe, for they have a 
rich red colour, and hang in bunches on flender ftalks. The cough, and other 
pedoral difeafes, are cured by putting the berries into rum or brandy, of which a 
draught every morning may be taken ; the virtues of this remedy were univerfally 
extolled, and even praifed for their falutary eftedts in confumptions. I'he bark being 
put into brandy, or boiled in any other liquor, is faid not only to eafe pedtoral difeafes, 
but likewile to be of fotne fervice againft all internal pains and heat ; and it was 
thought that a dccodlion of it could ftop the dyfentery. Perfons who had caught 
cold, boiled the branches of the beaver-tree in water, and drank it to their great relief. 
A Swede, called Lars Lack, gdve the following account of a cure efieded by this 
tree : one of his relations, an old man, had an open fore in his leg, which would 
not heal up again, though he had had much advice, and ufed many remedies. An 
Indian at laft effeded the cure in the following manner : he burnt fome of this wood to 
charcoal, which he reduced to powder, mixed with the frelh fat of pork, and rubbed 
the open places feveral times. This dried up the holes, which before were continually 
open, and the legs of the old man were quite found to his death. The wood is likewile 
nade ufe of for joiners planes. 

Od. 2zd. Upon trial it has been found that the following animus and birds, which 
ire wild in the woods of North America, can be made nearly as tradable as domeftic 
inimals. 

The wild cows and oxen, of w'hich feveral people of diftindion have got young 
:alves from thefe wild cows, which are to be met with in Carolina, and other pro- 
I'inces to the fouth of Penfylvania, and brought them up among the tame cattle ; 
when grown up, they were perfedly tame, but, at the fame time, very unruly, fo 
:hat there was no cnclofure ftrong enough to refill them, if they had a mind to break 
hrough it ; for as they poflefs a great ftrength in thdr neck, it was eafy for them to 
jverthrow the pales with their horns, and to get into the corn-fields ; and as foon as 
h^ had made a road, all the tame cattle followed them ; they likcwife copulated 
with the latter, and by that means generated as it were a new breed. This Aipencan 
fpecies of oxen is Linnmus’s bos bifon, j3. 

American deer can likcwife be tamed ; and I have feen them tame myfelf in difterent 
places. A fmner in New Jerfey had one in his pofleffion, which he had caught when 
It was very young ; and at prefent it was fo tame, that in the day-time it run into the* 
wood &>r its food, and towards night it returned home, and frequently brought a 

3 L a wild 
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\»^d deer out of the wood, giving its mailer an opi»b<WBi^r **> flyx)t it» 
people have therefore tamed young deer, and make ufe fl^l|tem for hun^g wild 
deer, or for decoymg them home, efpecidly in the time of their rutting. 

Beavers have been fo tamed, that they have gone on hflimg, and brought home what 
they had caught to their mailers. This often is the cafe with otters, .of which 1 have 
fwn fome, which were as tame as dogs, and followed their mailers wherever they 
went ; if he went out in a boat, the otter went with him, jumped into the water, and 
after a while came up witji a fiili. The opofluin can likewife be tamed^ fo as to fol- 
low people like a dog. 

The raccoon, which we (Swedes) call liupp, can in time be made fo tame as to run 
about the ilreets like a domeitic animal ; but it is impofllble to make it leave off its 
habit of Healing. In the dark it creeps to the poultry, and kills in one night a whole 
flock. Sugar and other fweet things muil be carefully hidden from it ; for if the 
chefts and boxes are not always locked up, it gets into them, cats the fugar, and licks 
up the treacle with its paws : the ladies therefore have every day fome complaint 
againfl: it, and for this reafon many people rather forbear the divcrfion which this ape- 
like animal affords. 

The grey and flying fqvurrels are fo tamed by the boys, that they fit on their 
fhoulders, and follow them every where. ^ 

The turkey cocks and hens run about in the woods of this country, and differ in 
nothing from our tame ones,- except in their fuperior fize, and redder though more 
palatable flefh. When their eggs are found in the wood, and put under tame turkey 
hens, the young ones become tame ; however, when they grow up, it fometimes 
happens that they fly away ; their wings are therefore commonly clipped, cfpecially 
when young ; but the tamed turkeys are commonly' much more irafcible than thole 
which are naturally tame. The Indians likewife employ themfclves in taming them 
and keeping them near their huts. 

Wild geefe have likewife been tamed in the following manner : when the wild geefe 
firft come hither in fpring, and flop a little while (for they do not breed in Penfyl- 
vania) the people try to moot them in the wing, which, however, is generally mere 
chance. - They then row to the place where the wild*goofe fell, catch it, and keep 
it for fome time at home ; by this means many of them have been made fo tame, that 
when they were let out in the morning they returned in the evening ; but, to be 
more fure of them, their wings are commonly clipped. 1 have feen wild-geefe of 
this kind, which the owner aflured me that he had kept for more than twelve years ; 
but though he kept eight of them, yet he never had the pleafure to fee them copulate 
with the tame ones, or lay eggs. 

Partridges, which are here in abundance, may likewife be fo far tamed, as to run 
about all day with the poultry, and to come along with them to be fed when they are 
called. In the fame manner I have feen wild pigeons, which were made fo tame as 
to fly out and return again. In fome winters there are immenfe quantities of wild 
pigeons in Penfylvania. 

0 £ 1 . 24th. Of all the rare birds of North America, the humming-bird is the moft 
admirable, or at leafl mofl worthy of peculiar attention. Several reafons induce me 
to believe, that few parts of the world can produce its equal. Dr. Linnsus calls it 
trochilus colubris. The Swedes, and fome Englifhmen, call it the king’s bird } but 
the of humming-bird is more common. Catelby, in his Natural Hiftory of 

Carolina» vol.i. page 65. tab. 65. has drawn it, in its natural fize, with its proper 

r * colours. 



' Cbkwtti idded^#^!i||p^|^n of it^. In fize it is not much bigger than ja la^e 
humble-liee, and is th<^bre the lead of all birds t, or it is nmch if there is a le^r 
fpecies in the world. Its plumage is molt beautifully coloureds moil of its feathm 
being green, fonie grey, and others forming a ihining red ring round its neck ; the 
tail glows with fine feathers, changing from ^reen into a brafs colour. Thefe birds 
come here in fpring, about the time when it begins to grow very warm, and make 
their neils in fummerj but, towards autumn, they retreat again into the mote' 
fouthcm countries of America. They fubfiil barely upon the neftar, or fweet juice 
of flowers, contained in that part which botanifls call the neflarium, and which they 
fuck up with their long bills. Of all the flowers, they like thofe moil, which have a 
long tube ; and I have obferved that they have fluttered chiefly about the impatiens 
noli tangere, and the monarda with crimfon flowers. An inhabitant of the coimtry is 
fure to have a number of thefe beautiful and agreeable little birds before his windows 
all the fumraer long, if he takes care to plant a bed with all forts of fine flowers under 
them. It is indeed a diverting fpedacle to fee thefe little, adive creatures flying about 
the flowers like bees, and fucking their juices with their long and narrow bills. The 
flowers of the above-mentioned monarda grow verticillated, that is, at diflerent 
difhtnccs they furround the flalk, as the flowers of our mint (mentha), baflard heinp> 
(galeopfis), mother-wort (jeonurus), and dead nettle (lamium). It is therefore diverting 
to fee them putting their bills into every flower in the circle. As foon as they have 
fucked the juice of one flower, they flutter to the next. One that has not feen them 
would hardly believe in how ihort a fpace of time they have had their tongues in all the 
flowers of a plant, which when large, and with a long tube, the little bird, by putting 
its head into them, looks as if it crept with half its body into them. 

During their fucking the juice out of the flowers they never fettle on it, but flutter 
continually like bees, bend their feet backwards, and move their wings fo quick that 
they are hardly vifible. During this fluttering they make a humming like bees, or 
like that which is occafioned by the turning of a little wheel. After they have thus, 
without relting^ fluttered for a while, they fly to a neighbouring tree or poll, and re- 
fume their vigour again. They then return to their humming and fucking. They are 
not very fliy ; and 1, in company with feveral other people, have not been full two 
yards from the place where they fluttered about and fucked the flowers ; and though 
we fpoke and moved, yet they were no ways ditlurbed ; but, on going towards them, 
they would fly oflF with the fwiftnefs of an arrow. When feveral of them were on the 
fame bed there was always a violent combat between them, in meeting each other at. 
the fame flower (for envy was likewife predominant araongft thefe little creatures), and 
they attacked with fuch irwetuofity that it would feem as if the ftrongell would pierce 
its antagonill through and through with its long bill. During the fight, they feein to 
Hand in the air, keeping therafelves up by the incredibly fwift motion of their wings. 
When the windows towards the garden are open, they purfue each other into the 
rooms, fight a little, and flutter away again. Sometimes they come to a flower 
which is withering, and has no more juice in ir ; they then, in a fit of anger, pluck 
it off, and throw it on the ground, that it may not miflead them for the future. 
If a garden contains a great number of thefe little birds, they are feen to pluck 

* The fame ii to be met with in Edwerds’e Natural Hiftoiy of Birds, p. t8. tab. 38. F. 

There is a much leflei fpeciea of humming-bird, by Linnseus called troch&us minimus, being the 
Icaft bird known t Sir Hans ttluane’a living one weighed only twenty grains, and Mr. Edwards’s dry one 
Ihtty-five. It is drawn in Edwards’s birds, 1. 150. in its natural fize, together with its egg. F. 
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off the lowers, in fuch quantities that the grmind is qultE-^|pwerea mth ti^ 
it Teems as if this proceeded from a motion of envy. ^ 

Commonly you hear no other found than their humming; but when they fly agamft 
each other in the air, they make a chirping noife like a fparrov or clucken. I have 
fometimes walked with feveral other people in fmall gardens, and thefe birds have mi all 
tides fluttered about us without appearing very fhy. They are fo fmall that one 
would ealily miftake them for great hummmg.bees or butterflies, and their flight re- 
fembles that of the former, and is incredibly Twift. They have never been obferved to 
feed on infers or fruit ; the ne£br of flowers feems therefore to be their only food. 
Several people have caught Tome humming-birds, on account of their Angular beauty, 
and have put them into cages, where they died for want of a proper food. However, 
Mr. Bartram has kept a couple of them for feveral weeks together, by feeding them 
with water in which fugar had been diflulved ; and I am of opinion, that it would not 
.be diflicult to keep them all winter in a hot-houfe. 

The humming-bird always builds its nefl: in the middle of a branch of a tree, and it is 
fo fmall that it cannot be feen from the ground, but he who intends to fee it mud get 
up to the branch. For this reafon it is looked upon as a great rarity if a neft is acci- 
^dentally found, efpccially as the trees in fummer have fo thick a foliage. The nefl is like- 
wife the lead of all ; that which is in my pofleflion is quite yound, and confifls in the 
iniide of a brownifli and quite foft down, which feems to have been collected from the 
leaves of the great mullein or yerbafeum thapfus, which arc often found covered with 
a foft wool of this colour, and the plant is plentiful here. The out/ide of the ned has a 
coating of green mofs, fuch as is common on old pales, or cnclofures, and on trees ; the 
inner diameter of the ned is hardly a geometrical inch at tlie top, and its depth half an 
inch. It is however known, that the humming-birds make their nods likewife of flax, 
hemp, mofs, hair, and other fuch foft materials ; they arc laid to lay two eggs, each of 
the Aze of a . pea. 

0 £f. 2 5th. I employed this day and the next in packing up all the feeds gathered 
this autumn, for 1 had an opportunity of fending them to England by the fliips which 
failed about this time. From England they were forwarded to Sweden. 

0 £f. 27th. In the morning I let out on a little journey to New York, in company 
with Mr. Cock, with a view to fee the country, and to enquire into the fafed road, 
which I could take in going to Canada, through the defart or uninhabited country be- 
tween it and the Englifli provinces. 

. That part where we travelled at prefent was pretty well inhabited on both fides of 
the road, by Englilhmen, Germans, and other Europeans. Plains and hills of diflerent 
dimenlions were feen alternately : mountains and dones I x^er law, excepting a few 
pebbles. Near almod every fai*m was a great orchard with peach and apple-trees, 
iome of which were yet loaded with fruit. 

The enclofures were in fome parts low enough for the cattle to leap over them with 
cafe ; to prevent this the hogs had a triangular wooden yoke ; and to the horfe’s neck 
was fadened a piece of wood, which at the lower end had a tooth or hook, fadening in 
the enclofure, and dopping the horfe, jud when it lifted its fore feet to leap over ; but I 
know not whether this be a good invention with r^ard to horfes. They were likewife 
kept in bounds by a piece of wood, one end of which was &dened to one of the fore 
feet, and the other to one of the hind feet, and it forced them to walk pretty llowly, 
at the lame time it made it impuflible for them to leap over the enclofures. To me it 
appeared that the horfes were fubjed to all forts of ^gerous accidents from this piece 
of wood. 

Near 
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jTe«l*Jlew Frankfiaijli^ rode over a little ftone bridge, and fomewhat fui^hlr, wghl 
or nine EhgHfti miles from Philadelphia, we pafled over another, which was liketi^ of 
flone. There are not yet any miieftones put up in the country, and the inhab^tfnts 
only compute the diltances by guefs. We were afterwards brought over a river in a 
ferry, where we paid threepence a perfun for ourfelves and our horfes. 

At one of the places where we ftopt to have our horfes fed, the people had a mocking* 
bird in a cage ; and it is here reckoned the beft finging bird, though its plumage be very 
fimple, and not fliowy at all. At this time of the year it does not ling. Linnasus calls 
ittiurdus pi>lyglottos ; and Catelby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. p. ay*- 
tab. 27, has likewife deferibed and drawn this bird. The people faid that it built its 
nefts in the buHies and trees, but is fo Ihy, that if any body come and look at its eggs, 
it leaves the neft, never to come to it again. Its young ones require great care in being 
bred up. If they are taken from their mother and put into a cage fhe feeds them for 
three or four days but feeing no hopes of letting them at liberty, Ihe flics away ; it 
then often happens, that the young ones die foon after, doubtlefs becaufe they cannot 
accuftom themfelves to cat what the people give them. Thefe birds flay all fumraer in 
the colonies, but retire in autumn to the fourli, and ftay away all winter. They have 
got the name of mocking-birds on account of their Ikill in imitating the not?! of almoU 
every bird they hear. Thp fong peculiar to them is excellent, and varied by an infinite 
change of notes and melody ; feveral people are therefore of opinion that they are the 
beft linging birds in the world. So much is certain, that few birds come up to them ; 
this is what makes them precious. 

About noon we came to New Briftol, a fmall town in Penfylvania, on the banks of 
the Delaware, about fifteen Englifli miles from Philadelphia. Moft of the houfes are 
built of ftone, and ftand afunder. The inhabitants carry on a fmall trade, though 
moft of them get their goods from Philadelphia. On the other fide of the river, almoft 
diredly oppolite to New Briftol, lies the town of Burlington, in which the governor of 
New .lerfey refides. 

Country feats appeared on both fides of the roads. But foon we came into a lane 
cnclofed with pales on both fides, including pretty great corn-fields. Next followed a 
wood, and we perceived, for the fpace of four Englilh miles, nothing but woods, and a 
very poor foil, on which the lupinus perennis grew plentifully and fucceeded well. I 
w'as overjoyed to fee a plant come on fo well in thefe poor dry places, and even began 
to meditate how to improve this difeovery in a foil like that which it inhabited. But I 
afterwards had the mortification to find that the horfes and cowrs eat almoft all the other * 
plants, but left the lupine, which was however very green, looked very freih, and was 
extremely foft to the touch.^ Perhaps means may be found out of making this plant 
palatable to the cattle. In the evening we arrived at Trenton, after having previoufly 
pafled the Delaware in a ferry. 

Oft. 28th. Trenton is a long narrow town, fituate at fome diftance from the? river 
Delaware, on a fandy plain ; it belongs to New Jerfey, and they reckon it thirty miles 
from Philadelphia. It has two fmall churches, one for the people belonging to the 
church of Englatid, the other 'for the Prelbyterians. The houfes are partly built of 
ftone, though moft of them are made of wood or planks, commonly two (tones high, 
together with a cellar below the building, and a kitchen under ground, clofe to the 
cellar. The houfes ftand at a moderate diftance from one another. They are com- 
monly built fo that the ftreet palTes along one fide of the houfes, while ga dens of dif- 
ferent dimenfions bound the other fide ; in each garden is a draw-well; the place is* 
reckoned very healthy. Our landlord told us, that twenty-two years ago, when he 

8 firft 
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firft iiettted here, ^ere was hardly more than one houfe ; time l^reo^haa ' 

ci^r^fcd fo much that there are at prefent near a hundred The hdufes were 

widiin divided into feveral rooms by their partidons of boards. The inhatntants of the 
place carried on a fmall trade with the goods which they got from Philadelphia, but 
thdr chief gain conlifted in the arrival of the numerous travellers between that dty and 
New York ; for they are commonly brought by the Trenton yatchs from Philadelphia 
to Trenton, or from thence to Philadelphia. But from Trenton further to New 
Brunfwick, the travellers go in the waj^gons which fet out every day for that place. 
Several of the inhabitants, however, likewife fubfifl: on the carriage for all forts of 
goods, which are every day fent in great quantities either from Philadelphia to New 
York or from thence to the former places ; for between Philadelphia and Trenton all 
goods go by water, but between Trenton and New Brunfwick they are all carried by 
land, and both thefe conveniences belong to people of this town. 

For the yatchts which go between this place and the capital of Pcnfylvania, they 
ufually pay a {hilling and iixpence of Pcnfylvania currency per porfon, and every one 
pays bcfides for his b.iggage. Every palTenger mufl provide meat and drink for him- 
ielf, or pay feme fettled fare : between Trenton and New Brunfwick a perfon pays 
two {hillings and fixpence, and the baggage is likewife paid for fepnrately. 

We continued our journey in the morning ; the country through which W'c paifed 
was for the greateft part level, though fometimes there were fome long hills ; fome 
parts W'ere covered with trees, but far the greater part of the country was without 
woods ; on the other hand, I never faw any place in America, the towns excepted, fo 
well peopled. An old man, w ho lived in this neighbourhood, and accompanied us for 
fome part of the road, however alTured me, that he could well remember the time 
when between Trenton and New Brunfwick there wefe not above three frrms, and he 
reckoned it was about fifty and fome odd years ago. During the greater part of the 
day we had very extenfive corn-fields on both fides of the road ; and commonly to- 
wards the fouth the country had a great declivity. Near almofl every farm was a 
fpacious orchard full of peaches and apple-trees, and in fome of them the fruit was fallen 
from the trees in fuch quantities as to cover nearly the whole furface. Part of it they 
left to rot, fince they could not take it all in and confuine it. Wherever we pafled by, 
we were always welcome to go into the fine orchards, and gather our pockets full of 
the choiceft fruit, without the pofTofTor’s fo much as looking after it. Cherry-trees 
were planted near the farms, on the roads, &c. 

The barns* had a peculiar kind of conftrudion hereabouts^ which I will givea concife 
defeription of. The whole building was very great, fo as almoft to equal a fmall 
church ; the roof was pretty high, covered with wooden fhingles, declining on both 
lides, but not Acep : the walls which fupport it were not much higher than a full- 
grown man ; but, on the other hand, the breadth of the building was the more confi- 
derablc : in the middle was the threihing-floor, and above it, or in the loft or garret, 
they put the com which w'as not yet thrclhctl, the ftraw, or any thing elfe, according to 
the feafon : on one fide were fliables for the horfes, and on the cither for the cows. 
And the fmall cattle had likewife their particular Aabics or Ayes ; on both ends of the 
buildings were great gates, fo that one could come in with a cart and horfes through one 
of them,- and go out* at the other : here was therefore under one roof the threihing- 
floor, the barn, the Aables, the hay.loft, the coach-houfe, &c. This kind of buildings 
is chiefly made ul'e of by the Dutch and Germans ; for it is to be obferved, that the 

• Tlie »iithor feemi! to comprehend more by this word than what it commonly includes, for be defcribei 
it as a building which contains both a barn and (lablcs. F. 

country 
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them, by X^mans or lltmili *> the latter of which efpecially are numerous. 

Before 1 fffoceed I,fin(i it neceflary to remark one tiling; with regard to the Indiapa, 
or old Americans. For this account may perhaps meet with readers, who, like many 
■people of my acquaintance, may be of opinion that all North America was almoft 
wholly inhabited by favage or heathen nations, and they may be aftoniihed that I do, 
;not mention them more frequently in my account. Others may perhaps imagine, that 
when 1 mention in my journal that the country is much cultivated, that in fevcral 
places houfes of (tone or wood are built, round which are com-fieids, gardens, and 
orchards, .that I am fpeaking of the property of the Indians ; to undeceive them, 1 
here give jthe following explication. The country, efpecially all along the coalts, in the 
Engliih colonies, is inhabited by Europeans, who in fome places are already fo numerous 
that few parts of Europe are more populous. The Indians have fold the country to 
the Europeans, and have retired further up: in moft parts you may travel twenty Swedilh 
miles, or about a hundred and twenty Engliih miles from the feafoore before you 
I'each the 6 rft habitations of the Indians : and it is very pollible for a perfon to have 
been at Philadelphia and other towns on the fea-lhore for half a year together without 
fo much as feeing an Indian. I intend in the fequel to give a more circumftantial 
account of them, their religion, manners, oeconomy, and other particulars relating to 
them : at prefent I return to the fequel of my journal. 

About nine Engliih miles from Trenton, the ground began to change its colour; 
hitlierto it conlilled of a conlidsrable quantity of hazel-coloured clay, out at prefent 
the earth was a reddhli brown, fo that it fometimes had a purple colour, and fometimes 
looked like logwood. This colour came from a red limeltone, which approached 
very near to that which is on th& mountain Kinnekulle in Well; Gothland, and makes 
a particular llratuni in the rock. The American red limellone therefore feems to be 
merely a variety of that 1 faw in Sweden, it lay in ftrata of two or three fingers 
thicknefs ; but was divifible into many thinner plates or ihivers, whofe furface was 
feldom flat and fmooth, but commonly rough ; the draCa themfelves were frequently 
cut olF by horizontal cracks. When thefc Hones were expofed to the air they, by 
degrees, ihivered and withered into pieces, and at lafl: turned into dud. The people 
of this neighbourhood did not know how to make any ufe of it ; the foil above is 
fometimes rich and fometimes poor : in fuch places where the people had lately dug 
new wells, I perceived that mod of the rubbilh which was thrown up confided of fuch 
a fpecies of done. This reddilh brown earth we always faw till near New Brunfwick, 
wherc.it is particularly plentiful. The banks of the river fliewed, in many places, nothing 
but drata of limedone, which did not run horizontally but dipped very much. 

About ten o’clock in the morning we came to Prince-town, which is fituated in a 
plain. Mod of the houfes are built of wood, and are not contiguous, fo that there 
are gardens and padures between them. As thefe parts were foouer inhabited by 
Europeans than Penfylvania, the woods were likewife more cut away, and the 
country more cultivated, fo that one might have iniagined himfelf to be in Europe. 

We now thought of continuing our journey, but as it began to rain very heavily, 
and continued fo during the whole day and pact of the night, we were forced to day 
till next morning. 

V 'n»M kind of building u frrquent in the nottU of Germany, Holland, and PrulEa, and tberefore it is no 
wonder that it is^ employed by people who were ufeil to them in their own country. F. 

voj- xni, 3 M Oct. 
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Od. 29th< mu 8 morning we proceeded on our jotifmey;j^il)e couniT/ was pretty 
well peopled ; however there were yet great woods in many places : the^ alt cbnfifted 
of deciduous trees ; and I did not perceive a fingle tree of the fir kind till I came to 
New Brunfwick. The ground was level, and did not feem to be every where of the 
richeil kind. In fome places it had hillocks, lofing themfelves alrnoil imperceptibly 
in the plains, which were commonly crofled by a rivulet. Almoft near every farm- 
houfe were great orchards. The houfes were commonly built of timber, and at 
fome difiance by themfelves fiood the ovens for baking, confiding commonly of clay. 

•On a hill covered with trees, and called Rock-hill, I faw feveral pieces of done or 
rock, fo big that they would have required three men to roll them down. But 
befides them there were few great fiones in the country ; for moR of thofc 
which we faw could eafily be lifted up by a fingle man. In another place we per- 
ceived a number of little round pebbles, but we did not meet with either mountains 
or rocks. 

About noon we arrived at New Brunfwick, a pretty little town in the province of 
New Jerfey, in a valley on the wed fide of the river Rareton ; on account of its low 
fituation it cannot be feen (coming from Penfylvania) before you get to the top of 
the hill, which is quite clofe up to it : the town extends north and fouth along the 
river. The German inhabitants have two churches, one, of done and the other of 
wood ; the EngUfii church is of the latter kind, but the prefbylerians were building 
one of done ; the town-houfe makes likewife a pretty good appearance. Some of the 
other houfes arc built of bricks, but mod of thetn are made cither wholly of wood, or 
of bricks and wood } the wooden houfes are not made of drong timber but merely 
of boards or planks, which are within joined by laths : fuch houfes as confid of both 
wood and bricks have only the wall towards the dl’ect of bricks, all the other fidcs 
being merely of planks. This peculiar kind of odentation would eafily lead a traveller 
who pafles through the town in hade, to believe that mod of the houfes arc built of 
bricks. The houfes were covered with (hingles ; before each door there was an eleva- 
tion, to which you afeend by fome fieps from the dreet ; it refembled a fmall balcony, 
and had fome benches on both fidcs, on which the people fat in the evening, in order 
to enjoy the frefii air, and to have the pleafure of viewing thofe who pafied by. The 
town has only one dreet lengthways, and at its northern extremity there is a dreet 
acrofs ; both of thefe are of a confiderable length. 

The river Rareton pafles hard by the town, and is deep enough for great yachts to 
come up ; its breadth near the town is within the reach of a common gun-mot ; the 
tide comes up feveral miles beyond the town, the yachts were' placed lengthways along 
the bridge ; the river has very high and pretty deep banks on both fides, but near the 
tawn there are no fuch banks, it being fituated in a low valley. One of the dreets is 
almod entirely inhabited Iw Dutchmen, who came hither from Albany, and for that 
reafon they call it Albany-dreet. Thefe Dutch only keep company among themfelves, 
and feldom or ever go amongd the other inhabitants, living as it were quite feparate 
from them. New Brunfwick belongs to New Jerfey ; however the greated part, or 
rather all its trade is to New York, which is about forty Englifli miles diflant ; to 
I that place they fend corn, flour in great quantities, bread, feveral other neceflaries, 
a great quantity of linfeed, boards, timber, wooden veflels, and all forts of carpenter’s 
work. Several fmall yachts are every day going backwards and forwards between 
thefe two towns. The inhabitants likewife get a confiderable profit from the travellers 
who every hour pa& through on the high road. 


The 
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- 7be ileep banlis ebi^ pf the red limeilone> which I have before deiciib^d. ’ b is 
here plainly vifible that Inpftrata are not horizontal, bnt confiderably dip|nhgy 
dally towards the fouth. Ihe weather and the air has in a great meaftire diiTolv^ 
ftone here : I enquired whether it could not be made ufe ol •, but was aflured, that id 
building houfes it was entirely ufelefs ; for, though it is hard and permanent under 
ground, yet, on being dug out, and expofed for fome time to the air, it firft crumbles 
into greater, then into lefler pieces, and at laft is converted into dull. An inhabitant 
of this town, however, tried to build a houfe with this fort of Hone, but its outlides 
being expofed to the air, foon began to change fo much, that the owner was obliged 
to put boards all over the wall to preferve it from :&lling to pieces. The people 
however pyetend that this ftone is a very good manure, if it is fcattered upon the com*' 
fields in its rubbiih ftate, for it is laid to ftifle the weeds : it is therefore made ufe of 
both on the fields and in gardens *. 

Towards the evening we continued our journey, and were ferried over the river 
Rareton, together with our horfes. In a very ^y fummer, and when the tide has 
ebbed, it is by no means dangerous to ride through this river. On the oppofite Ihore 
the red juniper tree was pretty abundant. The country through which we now pafl^ 
was pretty well inhabited, but in moft places full of fmall pebbles. 

We faw guinea-hens in many places where we pafted by. They fometimes run about 
the fields, at a good diftance from the farm houfes. 

About eight Englifh miles from New Brunfwick the road divided. We took that 
on the left, for that on the right leads to Amboy, the chief fea-town in New Jerfey. 
The country now made a charming appearance ; fome parts being high, others forming 
vallics, and all of them well cultivated. From the hills you had a profpe£t of houfes, 
farms, gardens, corn-fields, fbrofts, lakes, iflands, roads, and paftures. 

In muft of the places where we travelled this day the colour of the ground was reddifh. 

I make no doubt but there were ftrata of the before mentioned red limeftone under it. 
Sometimes the ground looked very like a cinnabar ore. 

Wood-bridge is a fmall village in a plain, confifting of a few houfes : we ftopped 
here to reft our horfes a little. The houfes were moft of them built of boards ; the 
walls had a covering of Ihingles on the outfide ; thefe Ihinglcs were round at one end, 
and all of a length in each row : fome of the houfes had an Italian roof, but the greateft 
part had roofs with pediments ; moft of them were covered with Ihingles. In moft 
places we met with wells, and buckets to draw up the water. 

Elizabeth-town is a fmall town, about twenty Engliih miles diftant from New Brunf- 
wick : we arrived there immediately after fun-fetting. Its houfes are moftly fcattered, 
but well built, and generally of boards, with a roof of Ihingles, and walls covered with 
the fame. There were likewife fome ftone buildings. A little rivulet palTes through the 
town from weft to eaft } it is almoft reduced to nothing when the water ebbs away, but 
with the full tide they can bring up fmall yachts. Here were two fine churches, each of 
which made a much better appearance than any one in Philadelphia. That belonging to 
the people of the church of England was built of bricks, had a fteeple with bells, and a 
baluftrade round it, from which there was a profpe£t of the country. The meeting-houfe 
of the prelbyterians was built of wood, but had both a fteeple and bells, and was, nke the 
other houfes, covered with Ihingles. The town-houfe made likewife a good appearance, 
and had a fpire with a bell. 'Fhe banks of the river were red, from the reddilh limc- 

* Probably^ it is a fione marie ; a blue and reddilh fpecies of this kind is ufed with good fnccefs in the 
county of Bai^ in Scotland. 
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the town were many gardens 'aiMl 4$ixha9|^i4^ ^ nllglpt^nfy^^Ni 
iud, that £lt 2 tdKthi>tawn wa^fituated in a gardeOj jhe grboM; hereabouts b^ii|; even 
ac^^weU cultivated. 

At ni^ht we took up our lodgings at £lizabeth>town Pouit, an inn> almut two EngUih , 
miles: diftant from the town, and the laA boufe on this road belonging to New Jerfey. 
The man who had taken the leafe of it, together with that of the ferry near it, told us 
that he paid a hundred and ten pounds of Penfylvania currency to the owner. 

Oft. 30th. We were ready to proceed on our journey at fumrifing. Near the iim 
where we had paffed the night, we were to crofs a river, and we were brought over, to< 
gether with our horfes, in a wretched half.rotten ferry. This river came a confider* 
able way out of the country, and fmall vefTels could eafily fail up it. This a great 
advantage to the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, giving them an opportunity 
of fending their goods to New York with great cafe ; and they even made ufe of it for 
trading to the Weft Indies. The country was low on botl\ iides of the river, and con- 
ilfted of meadows. But there was no other hay to be got than fuch as commonly 
grows in fwampy grounds ; for as the tide comes up in this river, thefe low plains 
. were fometimes overflowed when the water was high. I'he people hereabouts are laid 
to be troubled in fummer with immenfe fwarms of gnats or mufquitos, which fling 
them and their cattle. This was aferibed to the low fwampy meadows, on which thefe 
infefts depofit their eggs, which are afterwards hatched by the heat. 

As foon as we had got ovec the river, we were upon Staten Ifland, which is quite 
furrounded with fait water. This is the beginning of the province of New York. 
Moft of the people fettled here were Dutchmen, or ftich as canjc hither whilft the Dutch 
were yet in pofleflion of this place. But at prefent they were fcattered among the 
Engliih and other European inhabitants, and fpoke Englifh for the greateft part. The 
profpeft of the country here is extremely pleafmg, as it is not fo much intercepted by 
woods, but offers more cultivated fields to view. Hills and vallies ftill continued, as 
ufual, to change alternately. 

The farms were near each other. Moft of the houfes were wooden ; however fome 
were built of ftone. Near every farm -houfe was an orchard with apple>trces. Here, 
and on the whole journey before, I obferved a prefs for cyder at every farin'houfe, 
made in different manners, by which the people had already preffed the juice out of the 
apples, or were juft bulled with that work. Some people made ufe of a wheel made of 
tUck oak planks, which turned upon a wooden axis, by means of a horfe drawing it, 
much in the fame manner, as the people do with woad; * except that here the wheel 
runs upon planks. Cherry>trees flood along the enclofures round corn>fields. 

The corn-fields were excellently fituated, and cither fown with wheat or rye. They 
had no ditches on their fides^ but (as is ufuai in England) only furrows, drawn at greater 
or leffer diftances from each other. 

In one place we obferved a water«mill, fo fituated that when the tide flowed tHe water 
ran into a pond } but when it ebbed, the floodgate was drawn up, and the mill driven by 
the water flowing out of the pond. 

About eight o'clock in the morning we arrived at the place where we were to crofs 
the water, in order to come to the town of New York. We left our horfes here, and 
went on board the yacht : we were to go right Englifh miles by fea } however, we 
lanided about eleven o'clock in the morning at New York. We faw a kind of wild 

■ *. Dr. LianKua. in his Travels throoghWeArogothu, has given a drawiog of the macliine. by which woad 

]prepaKd> on the izSih page. 
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iMm^ toW thiefam ducks, 6 r Linnseus^s anas acuta : 

very fhy< .. On the fhore of the continent we faw fome very fine doping cozQtffiej|[|^ 
■wittcli at prefent looked quite green, the corn being already come up. We faw . 
boats, in which the fiflieitnen were bufy catching oyfters : to this purpofe tliiby: 
m^e ufe of a Idnd of rakes with long iron teeth bent inwards ; thefe. they utcd either 
. Angle, or two tied together, in fuch a manner that the teeth were turned towards each 
other. 

' Oa. 3 1 ft. About New York they find innumerable quantities of excellent oyfters,r 
and there are^ew places which have oyfters of fuch an exquifite tafte, and of fo great a 
fize: they are pickled and fent to the Weft Indies and other places; which is done ia 
the following manner. As foon as the oyfters are caught, their ihells are opened,- 
and the filh walked clean ; fome water is then poured into a pot, the oyfters are put 
into it, and. they niuft boil for a while ; the pot is then taken off from the fire again, the 
oyfters taken out and put upon a dilh, till they arc fomewhat dry : then you take fome 
mace, allfpice, black pepper, and as much vinegar as you think is fufficient to give a 
fourilh tafte. All this is mixed with half the liquor in which the oyfters were boiled, . 
and put over the fire again. .While you boil it, great care is to be taken in feumming 
o£P the thick feum ; at laft|he whole pickle is poured into a glafs or earthen veftel, 
the oyilters are put to it, and the veftel is well ftopped to keep out the air. In this' 
manner oyfters will keep for years together, and may be font to the moft diftant parts 
of the world. 

The merchants here buy up great quantities of oyfters about this time, pickle them 
in the above-mentioned manner, and fend them to the Weft Indies ; by which they 
frequently make a confiderable j^rofit : for the oyfters which coft them five ftiillings 
of their currency, they commonly fell for a piftole, or about fix times as much as they 
gave for them ; and foraetimos they get even more: the oyfters which are thus pickled^ 
have a very fine flavour. The fallowing is another way of preferving oyfters : they arc 
taken out of the Ihells, fried with butter, put into a gfofs or earthen veftel with the 
melted butter over them, fo that they are quite covered with it, and no air can get to 
them. Oyfters prepared in this manner have likewife an agreeable tafte, and are ex- 
ported to the Weft Indies, and other parts. 

Oyfters ‘are here reckoned very wholefome, fome people aftured us, that they had 
not felt the lead inconvenience after eating a confiderable quantity of them. It is like- 
wife a common rule here, that oyfters are beft in thofe months, which have an r- in , 
their name, fuch as September, Odober, &c. ; but that they are not fo good in other 
«aonths ; however there are poor people who live all the year long upon nothing but 
oyfters with bread. 

The fea near New York, affords annually the greateft quantity of oyfters. They 
are found chiefly in a muddy ground, where they lie in the ftime, and are not fo fre- 
quent in a Tandy bottom : a rocky and a ftony bottom is feldom found here. The 
oyfter Ihells are gathered in great heaps, and burnt into^ lime, which by fome people 
is made ufe of in building houfes, but is not reckoned fo good as that made of limeftone. 
On our journey to New York, we faw high heaps of oylter ftielis near the fann-houfes, 
upon the fea fliore ; and about New York, we obferved the people had carried them 
upon the fields, which were fown with wheat. Ifowever they were endre, and not 
crufhed. 

The Indians, who inhabited the coaft before the arrival of the Europeanii^ 
have made oyfters and other IhcU-filh their chief food j and at prefent, whenever they 
. come 
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come toR.fatt: ^water, vrhere oydersare to be got, they are very^iSiveincatcbiAg thei||i„ 
and fell them in great quantities to other Indians, who live higher up the country: for 
this reafon you fee immenfe numbers of oyfter and mufcle (hells piled up near fuch 
places, where you are certain that the Indians formerly built their huts. This circum- 
ftance ought to make us cautious in maintaining, that in all places on the fea*(hore, or 
higher up in the country, where fuch heaps of mells arc to be met with, the latter have 
lain there ever fince the time that thofe places were overflowed by the fea. 

Lobllcrs arelikewife plentifully caught hereabouts, pickled much in the fame way as 
•oyfters, and fent to feveral places. I was told of a ven remarkable circumftancc about 
thefe lobfters, and I have afterwards frequently heard it mentioned. The<oaft of New 
York had already European inhabitants for a condderable time, yet no lohfjters were 
to be met with on that coaft ; and though the people fifhed ever fo often, they could 
never find any figns of lobfters being in this part of the fea : they were therefore con- 
tinually brought in great well-boats fronr'New England, where they are plentiful; but 
it happened that one of thefe well-boats broke in pieces near Hcllgate, about ten Englifh 
miles from New York, and all the lobfters in it got oft'. Since that time they have 
fb multiplied in this part of the fea that they are now caught in the greateft 
abundance. 

Nov. lit. A kind of cold fever, which the Englifh in this country call fever and 
ague, is very common in feveral parts of the Englilh colonies. There are, hojvever, 
other parts where the people, have never felt it. I will in the fcquel defcribe the 
fymptoms of this difeafe at large. Several of the moft coniidcrnblc inhabitants of this 
town affurcd me, that this difeafe was not near fo common in New York as it is in 
Penfylvania, where ten were fcizcd by it to one in the former province ; therefore 
they were of opinion, that this difeafe was occafioned by the vapours ariftng from ftag- 
nant frefh water, from marfhes, and from rivers ; for which reafon thofe provinces, 
fituated on the fea fhore, could not be fo much afte^ted by it. However the carelefs- 
nefr with which people eat quantities of melons, water melons, peaches, and other juicy 
fruit, in fummer, was reckoned to contribute much towards the progrels of this fever ; 
and repeated examples confirmed the truth of this opinion. The jefuit’s bark was 
reckoned a good remedy againft it. It has, however, often been found to have ope- 
rated contrary to expeilation, though I am ignorant whether it was adulterated, or 
whether feme miftake had been committed in the manner of taking it. Mr. Davis van 
Home, a merchant, told me, that he cured himfelf, and feveral other people, of this 
fever, by the leaves of the common garden fage, or falvia officinalis of Linna;us. The 
leaves are crufhed or pounded in a mortar, and the Juice is preffed out of them ; this is 
.continued till they get a fpoonful of the liquid, which is mixed with lemon juic^ 
This draught is taken about the time that the cold fit comes on ; and after tiiking it 
three or four times the fever does not come again. 

The bark of the white oak was reckoned the beft remedy which had as yet been 
found againft the dyfentery. It is reduced to a powder, and then taken : fome people 
aflured me, that in cafes where nothmg would help, this remedy had given a cert^'n and 
fpeedy relief. The people in this place likewife make ufe of this bark (as is ufually 
done in the Englifh colonies) to dye wool a brown colour, which looks like that of 
bohea tea, and does not fade by being expofed to the fun. Among the numerous 
ibells which are found on the fca-fhpre, there are fome, which by the Englifh here are 
called clam^ and which bear fome refemblance to the human ear. They have a con- 
frderable thit^efs, and are phiefly white, excepting the pointed end, which both with- 
out and within has a blue colour, between purple and violet. They are met with in vaft 

8 numbers 
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numbers on the fea-(hbre of New York, Long Ifland, and other places. Hie fliells 
contain a largeNhimali which is eaten both by the Indians and Europeans fettled 
here. 

A confiderable commerce is carried on in this article with fuch Indians as live fur- 
ther up the country. When thefe people inhabited the coaft. they were able to catch 
their own clams, which at that time made a great part of their food ; but at prefent 
this is the buiinefs of the Dutch and Englilh, who live in Long liland and other mari- 
time provinces. As foon as the ffaells are caught, the fifli is taken out of them, drawn 
upon a wire, and hung up in the open air, in order to dry by the heat of the fun. 
When this is done, the fl-lh is put into proper veflels, and carried to Albany upon the 
river Hudfon ; there the Indians buy them, and reckon them one of their beft dilhes. 
Befides the Europeans, many of the native Indians come annually down to the fea-ihore, 
in order to catch clams, proceeding with them afterwards in the manner I have juft 
deferibed. 

The fliells of thefe clams are ufed by the Indians as money, and make what they call 
their wampum ; they likewife ferve their women for an ornament, when they intend 
to appear in full drcls. I'hefe wampums are properly made of the purple parts of the 
fliells, which the Indians value more than the white parts. A traveller, who goes to 
trade with the Indians, aii 4 is well Hocked with them, may become a confiderable 
gainer ; but if he take gold coin, or bullion, he will undoubtedly be a lofer ; for the 
Indians, who live farther up the country, put little or no value upon thefe metals which 
we reckon fb precious, as I have frequently obferved in the courle of my travels. The 
Indians formerly made their own wampums, though not without a deal of trouble ; but 
at prefent the Europeans employ themfelves that way, cfpecially <he inhabitants of 
Albany, who get a confiderable profit by it. In the fequel I intend to relate the manner 
of making the wampum. 

Nov. 2d. Befides the different feels of Chriftians there are many Jews fettled in New 
York, who poffefe great privileges. They have a fynagogue and houfes, and great' 
country feats of their own property, and are allowed to keep fliops jn town. They 
have likewife feveral fliips, which they freight, and fend out with their own goods } in 
fine, they enjoy all the privileges common to the other inhabitants of this town and 
province. 

During my refidence at New York this time, and in the two next years, 1 was fie-- 
qucntly in company with Jews. I ivas informed, among other things, that thefe- people 
never boiled any meat for themfelves on Saturday, but that they always did it the day* 
before ; and that in winter they kept a fire during the whole Saturday. They com- 
•aaonly eat no pork ; yet I have been told by feveral men of credit, that many of them 
(efpecially among the young Jews) when travelling, did not make the leal^ difficulty- 
about eating this Or any other meat that was put before them ; ev«i though they were 
in c< mpany with Chriftians., I was in their fynagogue laft evening for the firft time, 
and this day at noon I vifited it again, and each time I was put into a particular feat, . 
which was fet apart for ftrangers or Chriftians. A young rabbi read the divine fer- 
vice, which was partly in Hebrew, and pnnly in the rabbinical dialedl. Both men and 
women were dreffed entirely in the Engiifli faflibn ; the former had all of them their 
hats on, and did not once take them off during fervice. The galleries,! obferved, were 
appropriated to the ladies, while the men fat below. During prayers the men Ipread a 
white cloth over their heads ; which perhaps is to reprefent fackcloth ; but I obferved 
that the wealthier fort of people had a much richer cloth than the poorer ones. Many 

the men had Hebrew books, in which they fang and read alternately. The rabbit 

flood 
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ftoodiffi^e. inline of the fynagogue, and read with his face turned towards the eaft: 
Jhe ipblce, however, fo faff, as to malte it almoft impoffible for any oUe to onderftand 
what he faid*. 

New York, the capital of a|)roviDce of the fame name, is lltuated under forty denees 
and forty minutes north latitude, and feventy>four degrees and four nunutes of weftem 
longitude from London ; and is about ninety-feventy Englifh miles diftant from Phila- 
delphia. I'he Atuation of it is extremely advantageous for trade ; for the town Hands 
^pon a point which is formed by two bays, into one of which the river Hudfon dif- 
charges itfelf, not far from the town ; New York is therefore on three fides furrounded 
with water : the ground it is built on is level in fome parts, and hilly in others : the 
place is generally reckemed very wholefome. 

The town was firfl: founded by the Dutch : this, it is faid, was done in the year 
1623, when they were yet mailers of the country ; they called it New Amderdam, 
and the country itfelf New Holland. The Englifh, towards the end of the year 1664, 
taking poffeflion of it under the conduCl of Des Cartes, and keeping it by the virtue of 
the next treaty of peace, gave the name of New Yoj k to both the town and the pro- 
vince belonging to it ; in fizc it comes neared to Bodon and Philadelphia. But with 
:regard to its fine buildings, its opulence, and .extenfive commerce, it difputes the pre- 
ference with them : at prefent it is about half as big again as Gothenburg in Sweden. 

The dreets do not run fo draight as thofe of Philadelphia, and have fometimes con- 
fiderable bendings : however chey are very fpacious and well-built, and mod of them 
aTfe paved, except in high places, where it has been found ufelcfs. In the chief dreets 
there are trees planted, which in fummer gave them a line appearance, and during the 
cxcefllve heat aw that time, adbfd a cooling fhade : 1 found it extremely pleafant to 
walk in the town, for it feemed quite like a garden ; 'the trees which are planted for 
this purpofe are chiefly of two kinds : the watcr-beoch, or Linnaeus’s platanus occi- 
dentalis, are the mod numerous, and give an agreeable fhade in fummer, by their 
great and numerous leaves. The Iccult-tree, or Linnteus’s robinia pfeuJ-acacia, is 
likewife frequent : its fine leaves, and the odoriferous feent which exhales from its 
dowers, make it very proper for being planted in the dreets near t|jp houfes, and in 
gardens. There are likewife lime-trees and elms in thefe walks, but they are not by 
far fo frequent as the others : one feldom met with trees of the lame fort next to each 
other, they being in general planted alternately. 

Befides numbers of birds of all kinds which make thefe trees their abode, there are 
« likewife a kind of frogs which frequent them in great numbers in fummer ; they are 
Dr. Linna:us’s rana^rborca, and el'pecially the American variety of this anintal. They 
are very clamorous in the evening and in the nights (cfpecially when the days hjil 
been hotf and a rain was expe£lcd) and in a manner drown the finging of the birds. 
They frequently make fuch a noife that it is difficult for a perfon to make himfclf 
Jieard. 

Mod of the houfes are built of bricks, and are generally drong and neat, and feveral 
dories high. Some had, according to old architecture, turned the gable-end towards 
the dreets ; but the new houfes were altered in this refpeCl. Many of the houfes had 
a balcony on the roof, on which the people ufed to fit in the evenmgs in the fummer 
feafon ; and from thence they had a pleafant view of a great part of the town, and 
likewife of part of the adjacent water, and of the oppofite (bore. The roofs are com- 

-* ,A* there are no Jew* Jn Sweden, Prof. Kfllm wai an utter ftranger to their mannen telfgiouj 
..eufiont, and therefoterehtea then a» a kind of novelty. F. . 
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or pinba^ltrobus (Linn, i^; plant.) which grows higher up in the cauntry. ; 
bitants are of opinion, that a roof made of thefe Ihinglcs is as durable as one niadi^'m 
' jPeniylvaiiia of the white cedar, or cupreflus thyoides (Linn. fpec. plant.) The walls 
^Were white^walhed within ^ and I did not any where fee hangings, with which the peoplo 
in this country feem in general to be but little acquainted. The walls were quite 
covered with all forts of drawings and piftures in fmall frames. On each fide of the 
chimnies they had ufually a fort of alcove ; and the wall under the windows was wain- 
fcotted,and had benches placed near it. The alcoves and all the wood work were 
painted with a bluilh grey colour. 

There are feveral churches in the town, which deferve fome attention, i. The 
Englilh church, built in the year 1 695, at the weft end of the town, confifting of ftone, 
and has a fteeple with a bell. 2. The new Dutch church, which is likewife buMt of 
ftone, is pretty large, and is provided with a fteeple ; it alfo has a clock, which is the 
only one in the town. This church ftands almoft due from north to fouth. No particular 
point of the compafs has here been in general attended to in ere£Ung facred buildings. 
Some churches ftand as is ufual from eaft to weft, others fi^m fouth to north, and 
others in different pofitions. In this Dutch church there is neither altar, veftry, choir, 
fconces, nor paintings. Some trees are planted round it, which make it look as if it 
was built in a wood. 3. The old Dutch church, which is alfo built of ffonc ; it is: 
not fo large as the new one. It was painted in the mfide,*though without any images, 
and adorned with a fmall organ, of which Governor Burnet made them a prefent. 
The men, for the nioft part, fit in the gallery, and the women below. 4. The Pref- 
byterian church, which is pretty 4rge, and was built but lately ; it is of ftone, and has 
a fteeple and a bell in it. 5. The German Lutheran church. 6. The German Re- 
formed church. 7. The French church, for Proteftant refugees. 8. The Quaker’s 
melting-houfe. 9. To thefe may be added the Jewifh fynagoguc, which I mentioned 
before. 


Towards the fea, on the extremity of the promontory, is a pretty good fortrefs, called 
Fort George, which entirely commands the port, and can defend the town, at leaft 
from a hidden attack on the fea-fide. Befides that, it is likewife fecured on the north, 
or towards the fhorc, by a pallifade, which, however, (as for a confiderable time the 
people have had nothing to rear from an enemy) is in many places in a very bad ftate 
of defence. 


There is no good water to be met with in the town itfelf, but at a little diftance there 
is a large fpring of good water, which the inhabitants take for their tra, and for the ufes 
ofthe kitchen. Thofe, however, who are lefs delicate in this poinr^make ufe of the water 
from the wells in town, though it be very bad. This want of good water lie^ heavy 
upon the horfes of the ftrangers that come to this place ; for they do not like to drink 
the water from the wells in the town. 


The port is a good one ; (hips of the greateft burthen can lie in it, quite clofe up to the 
bridge ; but its water is very fait, as the fea continually comes in upon it, and therefore ' 
is never frozen, except in extraordinary cold weather. This is of great advantage to 
the city and its commerce ; for many fhips either come in or go out of the port at any 
time 01 the year, unlefs the winds be contrary ; a convenience which, asT naVe before 
observed, is wwtiiig at Philadelphia. It is fecured firom all violent hurricanes from 
the foutfaheaft by Long Ifland, which is fituated juft before the town j therefore only 
thfr ftorms from the fouth-weft are dangerous to the flups which ride at anchor here, 
becaufe the port is open only on that fide. The 'entrance however has its fruits ; one 
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of them is, that no men of war can pafs through it ; for though the water is prett^r 
deep, yet it is not fufficiently fo for great fliipS. Sometimes even merchant (hips of a 
large fize have, by the rolling of the waves and by fmking down between them, flightly 
touched the bottom, though without any bad confequences. BeHdes this, the canal 
narrow ; and for this reafon many fhips have been loll here, becaufe they may be eaifily 
call upon a fand, if the Ihip is not well piloted. Some old people, who had conftantly 
been upon this canal, aflured me, that it was neither deeper nor lhallower at prefent 
than in their youth. 

The common difference betwjeen high and low water at New York amounts to 
about fix feet, Englifli meafure. But at a certain time in every month, when the tide 
flows more than commonly, the difference in the height of the water is feven feet. 

New York probably carries on a more extenfive commerce than any town in the 
En^iih North American provinces ; at leaft it may be faid to equal them : Bolton and 
Philadelphia however come very near up to it. The trade of New York extends to 
-many places ; and it is faid they fend more Ihips from thence to London than they do 
from Philadelphia. They export to that capital all the various forts of Ikins which they 
buy of the Indians, fugar, logwood, and other dying woods, rum, mahogany, and many 
other goods w'hich arc the produce of the Welt Indies; together with all the fpecic 
which they get in the courf^ of trade. Every year they bfiild feveral Ihips here, which 
are fent to London, and there fold ; and of late years they have Ihipped a quantity of 
iron to England. In return'for thelb, they import from London Ituffs, aiid every other 
article of Englilh growth or manufa£ture, together with all forts of foreign goods. 
England, and efpecially I.ondon, profits iminenfely by its trade with the American 
colonies ; for not only New York, but likewife ajl the other Englilh towns on the 
continent, import fo many articles from England, that all their fpecie, together with 
the goods which they get in other countries, mull altogether go to Old England, in 
order to pay the amount, to which they are however iufuflicient. From hence it' ap- 
pears how much a well-regulated colony contributes to the increafe and welfare of i:s 
mother country. 

New York fends many Ihips to the Well Indies, with flour, corn, bifeuit, timber, 
tuns, boards, flelh, filh, butter, and other provifions ; together with forae of the few 
fruits that grow here. Many Ihips go to Bolton in New England, with corn and flour ; 
and take in exchange, flefli, butter, timber, different forts of filh, and enher articles, 
which they carry further to the Welt ladies. They now and then take rum from 
thence, which is dillilled there in great quantities, and fell it here with a confiderablc 
advantage. Sometimes they fend yachts with goods from New York to Philadelphia, 
and at other times yachts are fent from Philadelphia to New York, which is^ly 
done, as appears from the gazettes, becaufe certain articles are cheaper at one place 
than at the other. They fend Ihips to Ireland every year, laden with all kinds of Well 
India goods, but efpecially with linfeed, which is reaped in this province. I have been 
affured, that in feme years no lefs than ten Ihips liave been fent to Ireland, laden with 
nothing but linfeed, becaufe it is faid the flax in Ireland does not afford good feed ; 
but probably the true reafon is this ; the people of Ireland, in order to have the better 
flax, make ufe of the plant before the feed is ripe, and therefore are obliged to fend 
for foreign feed ; and hence it becomes one of the chief articles in trade. 

At this time a bulhel of linfeed is fold for eight fliillings of New York currency, or 
exafliy a piece of eight. 

The goods which are Ihipped to the Weft Indies are fometimes paid for with ripady 
money^aod fometimes with Weft India goods, which are ^her firft brought to New 
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York, or Jlniinediatel;^ England or Holland. If a ibip.does not chiife t<^^e in 

Weft India goods in its return to New York, or if nobody will freight it, it often febies 
to ^ewcaftle in England, to take in coal^fbr ballaft, which when brought home felTii:^ 
la pretty good price. In many parts of the town coals are made ufe of, both for kitchen , 
Iftres, and in rooms, becaufe they are reckoned cheaper than wood, which at prefent 
cofts thirty ihillings of New York currency per fathom ; of which raeafure I have be- 
fore made mention. New York has like wife fome intercourfe with South Carolina j 
to which it fends corn, flour, fugar, rum, and other goods, and takes rice in return, 
which is almoft the only commodity exported from South Carolina. 

The goods with which the province of New York trades are.not very numerous. 
They chiefly export the fkins of animals, which are bought of the Indians about Of- 
wego} great quantities of boards, coming for the moft part from Albany ; timber and 
ready-made lumber, from that part of the country which lies about the river Hudlbn ; 
and laftly, wheat*, flour, barley, oats, and other kinds of corn, which arc brought 
from New Jerfey and the cultivated parts of this province. I have feen yachts from 
New Brunfwick, laden with wheat which lay loofe on board, and with flour packed up 
in tuns; and alfo with great quantities of linfeed. New York likewife exports forae 
flelh and other provifions out of its own province, but they are very few ; nor is the 
quantity of peafe, which tliQ people about Albany bring, much greater. Iron how- 
ever may be had more plentifully, as it is found in feveraf parts of this province, and 
is of a confiderable goodnefs; but all the other products* of this country are of little 
account. 

Moft of the wine, which is drank here and in the other colonics, is brouglft from 
the ifle of Madeira, and is very ftrong and fiery. 

No manufadfurcs of note have as yet been eftablilhed here ; at prefent they get all 
manufadlured goods, fuch as woollen and linen cloth, &c. from England, and elpe- 
cially from London. 

The river Hudfon is very convenient for the commerce of this city ; as it is naviga- 
ble for near an hundred and fifty Englifh miles up the country, and falls into the bay 
not for from the town, on its weftem fide. During eight months of the year this river 
is full of yachts, and other greater and leflfer veffels, either going to New York or re- 
turning from thence, laden cither with inland or foreign goods. 

I cannot make a juft eftimate of the fliips that annually come to this town or fsul 
from it. But I have found, by the Penfylvania gazettes, that from the firft of De- 
cember in 1729, to the fifth of December in the next year, two hundred and eleven 
fliips entered the port of New York, and two hundred and twenty-two cleared it ; and 
that time there has been a great increafe of trade here. 

The country people come to market in New York twice a week, much in the fame 
manner as they do at Philadelphia, with this difference, that the markets are here kept 
in fevcral places. 

The govenior of the province of New York refides here, and has a palace in the 
fort. Among thofc who have been entrufted with this poft, William Burnet deferves 
to be had in perpetual remembrance. He was one of the fons of Dr. Thomas Burnet 
(fo celebrated on account of his learning) and feemed to have inherited the knowledge 
of his father. ^ But his great afliduity in promoting the welfare of this province, b what 
makes the principal merit of his charader. The people of New York therefore ftill 
reckon him the beft governor they ever had, and think that they cannot praife his ^ 
feryices too much. The many aftronomical obfervations which he made in thefe parts ' 
are ml^ed in feveral EnglUh works. In the year 1727, at the acceflion of King 
A, ^ ’ 3 N a George 
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iQw^ie n. to.tlie throne, Great Bdttuh, hie waa appoiitteS goveraoi'.i^^ JJiiw Eng- 
In ct^equence of this he left New York, and went tip Boftoo, Where he died 
nniwrfally lamented, on the 7th of September 1729. 

An alTcmbly of deputies, from all the particular diftridis of the province of Ne'W 
York,, is held at New York once or twice every year. It may be looked upon W 
parliament or diet in miniature. Every thing relating to the good of the province is 
here debated. The governor calls the aifenibly, and dHTolves it at pleafure : this is a 
power which he ought only to make ufe of, either when no farther debates are necef- 
fary, or when the members are not fo unanimous in the fervice of their king and conn, 
try as is their duty : it frequently however happens, that, .led afide by caprice or by 
interefted views, he exerts it to the prejudice of the province. The colony h;'s fonie* 
times' had a governor whofe quarrels with the inhabitants have induced their repre- 
fentaiives, or the members of the affembly, through a fpirii of revenge, tooppofe in- 
^ffercntly every thing he propofed, whether ..it was beneficial to.- the country or not. 
In fuch cafes the governor has made ufe of his power ; diflblving the affembly, and 
calling another foon after, which however he again diffoivcd upon the leafi; mark of 
their ill humour. By this means he fo much tired them, by the many cxpences which 
' they w'ere forced to bear in fo fliort a lime, that they were at laft glad to unite with 
him in his endeavours foohe good of the province. But there have likowife been 
governors who have calle(Offemblies and diffolved them foon after, merely bccaufe the 
reprefentatives did not aft according to their whims, or would not give their affent to 
propo&ls which were perhaps dangerous or hurtful to the conmion welfare. 

The king appoints ihe governor according to his royal pleafure, but the inhabitants 
of the province make up his excellency’s falary. 'J’hercfore a man entrufted with this 
place has greater or leffer revenues, according as he knows how to gain the confidence 
of the inhabitants. I'hcre are examples of governors, in this and other provinces of 
North America, who, by their diffenfions with the inhabitants of their refpeftivi go- 
vernments, have loft their whole falary, his Majefty having no power to make them pay 
it. If a governor had no other refource in thefe circumftances, he would be obliged 
either to refign his office, or be content with an income, too rmall.for his dignity ; or 
elfe to conform himfelf in every thing to the inclinations of the inhabitants ; but there 
are feveral ftated profits, which in fome meafure make up for this. i. No one is al- 
lowed to keep a public houfe without the governor’s leave, which is only to be obtained 
by the payment of a certain fee, according to the circumftances of the perfon. Some 
governors therefore, when the inhabitants refufed topay them a falary, nave hit upon 
the expedient of doubling the number of inns in their province. 2. Few people who 
intend to be married, unlefs they be very poor, will have their banns publifhed 
the pulpit ; but inftead of this they get licenfes from the governor, which empower any 
minifter tojaiaiTy them. Now for fuch a licence the governor receives about half a 
guinea, qnd this, colleftcd throughout the whole province, amounts to a confidetable 
film. 3. 'The governor figns all palfports, and efpecially of fuch as go to fea ; and 
this gives him another means of fupplying his expences. lliere are feveral other ad* 
vantages allowed to him, but as they arc very trifling I Ihall omit th^. 

At the above affembly the old laws arc reviewed and amended, aiid new on^ are 
made ; and the regulatfen and circulation of coin, together tirith all other afllairs of 
that kind, are there determined. For it is to be obferved, that each Ylnglifli coUwy io 
^Negrtb^America is ind^mdent of the other, and that each huits proper laws coin, 
add ^ looked upon in feveral lights as aftate by itfelf/ Frpto nen^CO 
tehat in time of war, things go on very flowly and irregnUfrly here : for npit d^y^the 



fraffrof i^ne province ^ Jpinetjmes direftly oppofite to that of another, bjW j^V^tly 
the views of ine gove^i^ , and thofe of the alTeinbly, of the fame*provmce^ * ^hite 
diflFerent t fo that it is eafy to fee that while the people are quarrelling about 
j|ind cheapcft manner of carrying on the war, an enemy has it in his power to one 
place after another. It has commonly happened that whiUl fome provinces have ^n 
fuffering from their enemies, the neighbouring ones were quiet and inaSive, and as if it 
did not in the leaft concern them. They have frequently taken up two or three ywrs 
in confidermg whether they fhould give allillance to an cpprefled After colony, and 
fometimes they have exprefsly declared themfelves againft it. There are inftances of 
provinces who were not only neuter in thefe circumftances, but who even carried on a 
great trade with the power which at that very time was attacking and laying wafte fome 
other provinces. 

The French in Canada, who are but an inconfiderable body, in coinparifon with 
the Englifh in America, have, by this pofttion of affairs, been able to obtain great ad* 
vantages in times of war ; for if we judge from the number and power of the Englifh, 
it would feem very eafy for them to get the better of the French in America*. 

It is however of great advantage to the crown of Kngland that the North American 
colonics are near a country under the government of the French, like Canada. 
There is reafon to believe that the King never was earneft in his attempts to expel the 
French from their poffeftibns there ; though it might kfeve been done with little difti* 
cutty : for the Englifli colonies in this part of the w'prld have increafed fo much in 
their number of inhabitants, and in their riches, that they almoft vie with Old Eng* 
land. Now in order to keep up the authority and trade of ^their mother country, and 
to anfwer feveral other purpofes, they are forbid to eftabliflPnew manufaftures, which 
would turn to the diladvantage bf the Britilh commerce : they are not allowed to dig 
for any gold or filver, unlefs they fend them to'^England immediately : they have not 
rile liberty of trading to any parts that do not belong to the Britilh dominions, except- 
ing fome fettled places ; and foreign traders are not allowed to fend their ftiips to them. 
Thefe and ^omc other rellrifUons, occafion the inhabitants of the Engliih colonics to 
grow lefs tender for their mother country. This coldnefs is kept up by the ma:^ 
foreigners, fuclfas Germans, Dutch, and French, fettled here, and living among the 
Englifh, who commonly have no particular attachment to Old England ; add to this 
likewife, that many people can never be contented with their poffeffions, though they 
be ever fo great, and will always be dcfirous of getting more, and of enjoying the 
pleafure which arifes from changing ; and their over great liberty, and their luxury, 
often lead them to licentioufnefs. 

^I have been told by Engliihmen, and not only by fuch as* were born in America, 
but even by fuch ^ came from Europe, that the Englifh colonies in North America, 
m the fpace of thirty or fifty years, would be able to form a ftate by themfelves, en- 
tirely independent on Old England : but as the whole country which lies along thC'fea- 
ihore is unguarded, and on the land fide is harraffed by the French in times of war, 
thefe dangerous nrighbours are fufficient to prevent the connexion of the colonies 
with their mother country from being quite broken off. The Englifh government has 
therefore fufficient reafon to confider the French in North America as the bed means 
of ke^mg the colonies in their due fubmlffion. But I am almoft gone too far from my 
purpofe ; 1 viiU therefore finiOi my obfervations on New York. 

ir. 5,; T^u hw roillf happened by a greater union and exertion of powerfrpm the.Wnniea anB the mother 
fbthat Canada hw bccii conquered, and ita pofleffionhaa been confirmed to Great Britain in uie 
.|fii''^«aiw. r. 
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‘ llie dedinatio^ tbe magnetic, in this town waj^hferv^ by Philip Wells, 
the chief engineer of the province of New York, in the ymr 1686, to be eight degrees 
and forty*five minuted to the weftward j but, in 1723* it was only feven degrees and 
twenty minutes, according to the obfervations of Governor Buifict. 

From hence we may conclude, that in thirtyeight . years the magnet approaches 
about one degree'and twenty-five minutes nearer to the true [north, or, w'hich is the 
fame tiling, about two minutes annually. Mr. Alexander, a man of great knowledge 
in aftronomy and in mathematics, affured me, from feveral obfervations, that, in the 
*^’car 1750, on the eighteenth of September, the deviation was to be reckoned fix de- 
grees and twenty-two minutes. 

There are two printers in the town, and every week fome Engliih gazettes are pub- 
lilhcd, which contain news from all parts of the world. 

The" winter is much more fevere here than in Fcnfylvania, it being nearly as cold 
as in fome of the provinces of Sweden : its continuance, however, -is much Ihortcr 
than with us ; their fpring is very early, and their autumn very late, and the heat in 
fummer is exceflive. For this realon, the melons fown in the fields are ripe at the be- 
ginning of Auguft ; whereas we? can hardly bring them fo foou to maturity under 
glalTes and on hot-beds. 'I’he cold of the winter I cannot juftly determine, as the 
meteorological obfervations which were communicated to nv: were all calculated after 
thermometers which were fo placed in the houfes that the air could not freely come 
at them. The fnowlies for fome months together upon the ground, and fledges 'kre 
made ufe of here as in Sweden, but they are rather too bulky. The river Hudfoii 
is about an Euglifli mile and a half broad at its mouth : the diflerence between the 
highefl: flood and the loweft ebb is between fix and feven feet, and the water is very 
brackifli : yet the icc Hands in it not only one, but even fcvcral months ; it has fome> 
times a thicknefs of more than two feet. 

The inhabitants are fometimes greatly troubled with mufquitoes. They cither follow 
the hay, which is made near the town, in the low meadows which are quite penetrated 
with fait water, or they accompany the cattle at night when it is brought home. I have 
myfelf experienced, and have obferved in others, now much thefelittlq animalcules can 
disfigure a perfon’s face during a fmglc night ; for the Ikin is fometimes fo covered 
over with little bliflers from their (lings, that people are afliamed to apj>^ in public. 
The water melons, which are cultivated near the town, grow very lar^ : they are ex- 
tremely delicious, and are better than in other parts of North America, though they 
• are planted in the open fields, and never in a hot-bed. I faw a water melon at 
Governor Clinton’s in September 1750, which weighed forty-feven Englifli pounds, 
and at a merchant’s in town another of forty-two pounds weight j however, tbsy 
were reckoned the biggeft ever feen in this country. 

In the year 1710, five kings, or fachems, of the Iroquois, went from hence to Eng- 
land, in order to engage Queen Anne to make an alliance with them againft the French. 
Their names, drefs, reception at court, fpeeches to the Queen, opinion of England, 
and of the European manners, and feveral other particulars about them, arc fuffi- 
cicntly known from other writings ; it would therefore be here unnccciTary to enlarge 
about them. The kings or fachems of the Indians, have commonly no greater au- 
thority over their fubjefts than confbbles in a meeting of the inhabitants of a parifli, 
and hardly fo much. On my travels through the country of thefe Indlail^, I had never 
any occafion to go and wiut upon the fachems, for they always came into my haltita* 
^n without bemg aiked ; thefe vifits they commonly paid in order to get a glafs or 
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two <^brMT* *«y fa- 

chems, no<^tionea airoj^^^ diedin England ; the others returned fafe. ;J?|i| ;; 

The firjijt colonifla in New York W€^ Dutchmen : when the town and its tiillil^^ ' 
~ were taken by the Ei^liih, and left them by the next peace in exchange for 
"fhe old inhabitants were allowed either to remain at New York, and to enjoy all the 
- ^vileges and imipunities which .^ey were poffclfed of before, or to leave the pl^ r g 
with all their goods : moft of them chofe the former ; and therefore the inhalM- 
tants, both of me town and of the province belonging to it, are yet for the greateft ' 
part Dutchmen, who ftill, efpecially the old people, fpeak their mother tongue. :k 
T he^ begin, however, by degrees, to change their manners and opinions ; chiefly 
indeed in the town and in its neighbourhood, for moft of the young people now I'peak 
principally Englifh, and go only to the Englifh church j and would even take it amifs 
if they were called Dutchmen' and not Englifhmen. 

1 hough the province of New York has been inhabited by Europeans much longer 
than Penfylvania, yet it is not by far fo populous as tliat colony. 'I'his cannot be 
aferibed to any particular difeouragement arifing from the nature of the foil, for that 
is pretty good ; but I was told of a very different reafon, which I will mention here. 
In tfie reign of Queen Anne, about the year 1709, many Germans came hither, whci 
got a trad of land from the government, on which they might fettle. After they had 
lived there for fome time* and had built houfes and churches, and made corn-fields and 
mseS^ows, their liberties and privileges were infringed, apd, under feveral pretences they 
were repeatedly deprived ot parts of their land. This at laft roufed the Germans ; they 
returned violence for violence, and beat thofe who thus robbed them of their pofteinons. 
But thefe proceedings were looked uppn in a very bad li^t by the government ; the 
moft active people among the Germans being taken up, they were very roughly treated, 
and punifhed with the utmoft rigour of the law. This, however, fo far exafperated the 
reft that the greater part of them left their houfes and fields, and went to efttle in 
Penfylvania ; there they were exceedingly well received, got a confiderable trafl: of 
land, and were indulged in great privileges, which were given them for ever. The 
Germans, not fatisfied with being thcmfcivcs removed from New York, wrote to their 
relations and friends, and advifed them, if ever they intended to come to America, 
not to go to New Y ork, where the government had lliewn itfelf fo unequitable. This 
advice had fuch iniluence that the Germans, who afterwards went in great numbers 
to North America, conftantly avoided New' York, and always y/ent to Penfylvania. It 
fometimes happened that they were forced to go on board fuch Ihips as were bound to. 
New York ; but they were Icavce got on lliore, wdien they hafteued on to Penfylvania, 
in fight of all the inhabitants of New’ York. 

*But the want of people in this province may likewife be accounted for in a different 
manner. As the Dutch, who firft cultivated this country, obtained the liberty of 
flaying here by the treaty with England, and of enjoying all their privileges and 
advantages without the leaft limitation, each of them took a very large piece of ground 
for himfelf ^ and many of the more powerfu' heads of families made themfelves the 
poffeiTors and mailers of a country of as great an extent as would be fulficient to form 
a middling and even a great pariih. Moft of them being very i-ich, their envy of the 
Engliih led them not to i'cll them any land but at an excefilve rate a pradlice which 
is ftill punftually obferved among their defeendants. The Engliih, therefore, as well 
as people of different nations, have little encouragement to fettle h§re. On the other 
band, they have fufiicient opportunity in the other provinces to purchafe landaia 
more moderate price, with more fecurity to themfelves. It is not tlien to be 
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wondered that fo matiy |iarts of New York areftill uncultivated, and have entucfy the 
,app^^ce of deferts. This iaftance may teach us how much a fmall millakeiaa 
government will injure population. 

Nov. 3d. About noon we fet out from New York on our rCTum ; and, continuing 
our journey, we arrived at Philadelphia on the fifth of November. 

In the neighbourhood of this capital (of PenfylvBnia) the people had a month ago 
made their cyder, which they were obliged to do, becaufe their apples were fo ripe as 
Jo drop from the trees. But on our journey through New York we obferved the 
people ftill employed in prefiing out the cyder. This is a plain proof, that in Pen- 
Tylvania the apples ai'e fooner ripe than in New York ; but whether this be owing to 
the nature of the foil, or a greater heat of the fummer in Philadelphia, or.tofome 
other caufe, I know not. However, there is not the leaft advantage in making cyder 
fo early ; for long experience had taught the hufbandmen that it is worfe for being 
made early in the year ; the great heat in the beginning of autumn being faid to hinder 
the fermentation of the juice. 

There is a certain quadruped wJiich i.s pretty common not only in Penfylvania but 
likewife in other provinces both of South and North America, and goes by the name 
of polecat among the Englifli. In New York they generally call it (kunk. The 
Swedes here, by way of nickname, called it filkatta, on acepunt of the horrid flench 
it fometimes caufes, as 1 fliall prefcntly fhow. l 1 ie French in Canada, fur the fame 
rcafon, call it bete puante, ordfinking animal, and enfant du diable, or child of^he 
devil. Some of them likewife call it pekan : Catefby, in his Natural Hiflory of 
Carolina, has deferibed it in Vol. ii. p. 62. by the name of putorius Amcricanus 
ftriatus, and drawn in plate 62. Dr. Linnaeus calls it viverra putorius. This animal 
which is very fimilar to the marten, is of about the fame fize, and commonly black ; 
on the back it has a longitudinal white ftripe, and two others on each fide, parallel to 
the former. Sometimes, but very feldom, fome are feen which are quite white. On 
our return to Philadelphia, we law one of thefe animals not far from town, near a 
farmer’s houl'e, killed by dogs ; and afterwards I had, during my flay in thefe parts, 
feveral opportunities of feeing it, and oi hearing its qualities. It keeps its young ones 
in holes in the ground, and in hollow trees ; for it does not confine itfelf to the ground, 
but clhtibs up trees with the greateft agility : it is a great enemy to birds, for it breaks 
their eggs, and devours their young ones j and if it can get into a hen>rooll;, it foon 
defiroys all its inhabitants. 

' This animal has a particular quality by which it is principally known : when it is 
purfued by men or dogs, it runs at firit as fait as it can, or climbs upon a tree ; but 
if it is fo befet by its purfuers as to have no other way of making its efcape, it fquifits - 
its urine upon them.^ This, according to fome, it docs by wetting its tail with the 
urine, whence, by a fud Jen motion, it fcatters it abroad ; but others believe, that it 
could fehd its urine equally far without the help.of its tail : I find the former of thefe 
accounts to be themoll; likely. For fome credible people affured me, that they have had 
their faces wetted with it all over, though they ftood above eighteen feet olF from the 
animal. The urine has fo horrid a flench that nothing can equal it : it is fomething 
like that of the cranefbill, or Linnasus’s geranium robertianum, but infinitely ilronger. 
If you come near a polecat when it fpreads its flench you cannot breathe for a while, 
-and it feems as if you were fliiled ; and in cafe the urine comes into the eyes, a perfqn 
is likely to be blinded. Many dogs that in a chace ptitfue the polecat very eagerly, 
rtfli away as fall as they can when they are wetted ; however, if they be of the true '- 
breed, they will not give over the purfuit till they have cauglttv^d killed the polecat ; 
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but th^ vu then to rub thdr nofes in the ground in ofder to 

themfelveB./.f: ■' ■■■' . 

Clothes which have been wetted by this animal retmn the fmell for more tha^i * 
month, unlefe they be -^vered with frefli foil, and fuSered to remain under it for 
#«irtehty*fotir hours together, when it will, in a great meafure, be removed. Thcde 
likewife who have got any of this urine upon their &ce and hands, rub them with loofe 
earth ; and fome even hold their hands in the ground for an hour, as walking will not'‘ 
help them fo foon. A certain man of rank, who had by accident been wetted by the 
polecat, ftunk fo ill, that on going into a houfe, the people either ran away, or; on 
his opening the door, rudely denied him entrance. Dogs that have hunted a polecat 
are fo ofienfivc, for fome days afterwards, that they cannot be borne in the houfe. 
At Philadelphia I once faw a great number of people on a markoNday, throwing at a 
dog that was lb unfortunate as to have been engaged with a polecat jult before, and to 
carry about him the tokens of its difpleafure. Perfons when travelling through a forefl;, 
are often troubled with the Itink which this creature iiiakes ; and fometimes^the sur.isfo 
much infected that it is necelTary to hold one’s nofe. If the. wind blows from the 
place where the polecat has been, or if it be quite calm, as at night, the fmell b more 
ftrong and difagrecable. 

In the winter of 1749, a^polccat, tempted by a dead lamb, came one night near 
the larmohoufe where I then dept. Being immediately purfued by fome dogs, it had 
rccoinrfe to its ufual expedient in order to get rid of them. The attempt fucceeded, 
the dogs not choofmg to continue the purfuic : the ftink was fo extremely great, that, 
though 1 was at fome dtllance, it alFeded me in the fame manner as if^ 1 had been 
Hilled *, and it was fo difagreeable to the cattle, that it made them roar very loudly : 
however, by d(^rces it vanidied. Ibwards the end of the fame year one of thefe animals 
got into our cenar, but no llench was obferved, for it only vents that when it b pur- 
fued. The cook, however, found for fevcral days together that fome of the meat 
which was kept there was eaten i and fufpe£ting that it was done by the cat, Ihe Ihut 
up all avenues, in order to prevent their getting at it. But the next night, being 
awoke by a noife in the cellar, ihe went down, and, though it was quite dark, faw an 
animal with two Ihining eyes, which feemed to be all on fire ; ihe however refolutely 
killed it, but not before the polecat had filled the cellar with a molt dreadful Ifaench. 
The maid was lick of it for feveral days ; and all the bread, fielh, and other provifions 
kept in the cellar, were fo penetrated with it, tliat we could not make the leaft ufe of 
them, and were forced to throw them all away. 

From an accident that happened at New York to one of my acqumntances, I con- 
./:1udc that the polecat either is not always very Ihy, or that it lleeps very hard at night. 
This man coming home out of a wood in a fummer evening, thought that he faw a 
plant Handing before him ; Hooping to pluck it, he was to hb coH convinced ofhb 
mhlake, by being all on a fudden cov^ped with the urine of a polecat, wbofe tail, as it 
Hood upright, the good man had taken for a plant : the creature had taken its revenge 
fo effe^ually that he was mucl>at a lofshow to {^et rid of the Aench. 

However, though thefe animab play fuch difagreeable tricks, yet the Englilh, the 
Swedes, the French, and the Indians, in thefe pans, tame them. They folbw thdx 
maAers like domeAic animals ; and never make ufe of their urine except they be eery 
xniiich beaten or terrified. When the Indians kill fuch a polecat, thc^ alM^ys eat its 
; but when they pull offits-lkin, they take care to cut away Ae bladder, that the 
Hp^i ihay not a taue from it. I have fpoken with boHi ihtgUihmen and French^ 
s^: w affured me. Hytt they had eaten of it, and found it' very good meat, and 
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much unlike the fleih of a pig. The fkin, which is pretty co;u^e. and has^ long 
hlro, is not made ufe of by the Europeans ; but the Indians prepare it with the hair on*, 
and make tobacco pouches of it, which they carry before them. 

November 6ch. In the evcrung I made a vifit to Mr. Bartram, and found him in 
convcrfation with a gentleman of Carolina, from whom I obtained feveral particulars j 
a few of which I will here mention. . 

Tar, pitch, and rice are the chief produfls of Carolina. The foil is very fandy, 
and therefore many pines and furs grow in if, from which they make tar : the firs 
which are taken for this purpofe are commonly fiich as are dried up of therafelves j 
the people here in general not knowing how to prepare the firs by taking the bark 
off on one, or on feveral Tides, as they do in Oftrobothnia. In fome parts of Carolina 
they likewife make ulc of the branches. The manner of burning or boiling, as the 
man deferibes it to me, is entirely the fame as in Finland. I'he pitch is thus made : 
they dig a hole into the ground, and fincar the infide well with clay, into w'hich they 
pour the tar, and make a fire round it, which is kept up till the tar has got the con- 
fiftcncaof pitch. They make two kinds of tar in the North American colonies : one 
is the common tar, which I have above deferibed, and which is made of the ftems, 
branches, and roots, of fuch ''firs, as were already conliderably dried out before j 
T hich is the molt common way in this country. The o|hcr way is peeling the bark 
from the firs on one fide, and afterwards letting them Hand another year ; during 
which the refin comes out between the cracks of the Item. The tree is then felled 
and burnt for tar ; and the tar thus made is called green tar, not that there is that 
difference of colour in it, for in this refpecl they are both pretty much alike j but the 
latter is called To from being made of green and frefli trees ; whereas common tar is 
made of dead trees ; the burning is done in the fame manner as in Finland. They ufe 
only black firs ; for the white firs will not ferve this purpofe, though they are excellent 
for boards, maffs, See. Green tar is dearer than common tar. It is already a 
pretty general complaint, that the fir w'oods are almolt wholly deftroyed by this 
praftice. 

Rice is planted in great quantity in Carolina ; it fuccecds beft in marfliy and fwampy 
grounds, which may be laid under water, and likewife ripens there the fooneft. 
Where thefe cannot be had, they muft chool'e a dry foil ; but the rice produced here, 
will be much inferior to the other ; the land on which it is cultivated inufl: never be 
manured. In Carolina they fow it in the middle of April, and it is ripe in September: 
it is planted in rows like pcafe, and commonly fifteen inches fpace is left between the 
rows ; as foon as the plants are come up, the field is laid under water. This not only 
greatly forwards the growth of the rice, but likewife kills ail weeds, fo 
render weeding unneceffary. The draw of rice is faid to be excellent food for cattle, 
who eat it very greedily. Rice requires a hot climate, and therefore it will not 
fuccecd well in Virginia, the fummer there bdipg too Ihort, and the winter too cold ; 
and much lefs will it grow in Penfylvania. They are as yet ignorant in Carolina 
of the art of making arrack from rice : it is chiefly South Carolina that produces the 
greateff quantity of lice ; and bn the other hand they make the molt tar in North 
Carolina. 

Nov. yth. The ftranger from Carolina, whom I have mentioned before, had met 
with many oyfter Ibclls at the bottom of a well, feventy Knglifh miles diilant from the 
fea, and four from a river : they lay in a depth of fourteen Englifh feet from the 
tiirfacc of the earth : the water in the well was bracldfh ; but that in the river was 
frefh. The lame man, had at the building of a faw-mill, ai mile and a half from a river, 
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found, firft fand and then clay filled with oyfter fhells. Under thefe he found fei^l 
bHIs of fea-birds as he called them, which were already quite petrified : they iraie 
probably gloffopetrse. 

There are two fpecies of foxw in the Englifh colonies, the one grey and the other 
red : but in the fequel I fliall Ihew that there are others which -fomcdmcs appear in 
Canada. The grey foxes are here conftamly, and arc very common in Pcnfylvania and 
in the fouthem provinces: in the northern ones they arc pretty fcarce, and the French 
in Canada call them Virginian foxes on that account : in fize they do not quite come 
up to our foxes. They do no harm' to lambs : but they prey upon all forts of poul- 
try, whenever they can come at them. They do not however feem to be looked upon 
as animals that caufe a great deal of damage ; for there is no reward given for killing 
them : their Ikin is greatly fought for by hatters, who employ the hair in their work. 
People have their clothes lined with it fometimes : the greafe is ufed againft all forts of 
rheumatic pains. Thefe foxes are faid to be lefs nimble than the red ones : they are 
fometimes tamed ; though they be not fuffered to run about, but arc tied up. Mr. 
Catefby has drawn and deferibed this fort of foxes in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, 
by the name of the grey American fox, V0I.2. p. 78. tab. 78. A fkin or it was fold in 
Philadeljihia for two Ihillings and fixpence in Pcnfylvanian currency. 

The red foxes are very fivirce here : they are entirely the fame with the European 
fort. Mr. Bartram and feveral others affured me, that, according to the unanimous 
tcltimony of the Indians, this kind of foxes never was in the country before the Euro- 
peans fettled in it. But of the manner of their coming over I have two different ac- 
counts : Mr. Bartram and feveral other people were told by the Indians, that thefe 
foxes came into America foon aftor the arrival of the Europeans, after an extraordinary 
cold winter, when all the fea to the northward wasfrozai: from whence they would 
infer, that they could perhaps get over to America upon the ice, from Greenland or 
the northern parts of Europb and Afia. But Mr. Evans, and fome others, affured me, 
that the following account was ftill known by the people. A gentleman of fortune in 
New England, w’ho had a great inclination for hunting, brought over a great number of 
foxes from Europe, and let them loofe in his territories, that he might bo able to in- 
dulge his paffioh for hunting*. This is faid to have happened almoft at the veiy begin- 
ning of New England’s being peopled with European inhabitants. Thefe foxes were be- 
lieved to have fo multiplied, that all the red foxes in the country were their offspring. 
At prefentthey are reckoned among the noxious creatures in thefe parts; for they are 
not contented, as the grey foxes, with killing fowl ; but they likewife devour the lambs. 
In Pcnfylvania therefore there is a reward of two fhillings for killing an old fox, and of < 
..-«ne (billing for killing a young one. And in all other provinces there are likevyife re- 
wards* offered for killing them. Their Ikin is in great requeft, and is fold as dear as 
that of the grey foxes, that is, two fliillings and fix-pence in Pcnfylvanian currency. 

* Neither of thefe accounts appear to be fatiiifaAory ; and therefore 1 am inclined to believe that thefe 
red foxes originally came over from Afia. ( moil probably from Ivamtchatka, where this fpecies is common. 
See Miller's account of the navigations of the RufGana, &c.) though in remote times, and thus fpread over 
North America. It is perhaps true that the Indians never took notice of them till the Europeans were 
fettled among them ; this, however, was becaufe they never had occaCoii to ufe their (kins ; but when tltere 
was a demand for thefe they began to bunt them, and, as they had not been muck accuilomed to l^etn 
before, they eilermed them as a novelty. What gives additional* confirmation to this is, that when the 
Kufiians, under Commodore Bering, landed on the weftem coall of America, they faw five red foxes which 
were quite tame, and feemed not to be in the leall afraid of men : now this might very well have been the 
cafe, if we fuppofe them to have been for many generatious in a place where nobody difturbed them ; but.' 
we cannot account tor it, if we imagine that they J>ad been ufed to a country where there weie many in- 
habitants, or where they had been much hunted. F. 
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have tifiro forts of wolves here, which however feetri to be of the fatne ^c&s. 
Fop feme of them are yellowilh, or almoft pale ‘grey, and others are vblack or dark 
iirowiiu All the old Swedes related, that during thei^r childhood> and ftill niore at the 
arrival of their fathers, there were exceffive numbers of Wolves in the country, and that, 
their howling and yelping might be heard all night. They likewife frequently tore.ih 
pieces, theep, hogs, and other young stftd fmall cattle. About that, dnae or foon after, 
when the Swedes and the Engliih were quite fettled here, the Indians were attacked by 
the fmall-pox : this difeafe they got from the Europeans, for they knew nothing of it 
before : it killed many hundreds of them, and moll; of the Indians, of the country, then 
called New' Sweden, died of it. The wolves then, came, attrafled by the fteneb of fo 
many corpfes, in fuch great numbers that they devoured them all, and even attacked 
t^e poor fick Indians in their huts, fo that the few healthy ones had enough to do to 
drive them away ; but fince that time they have difappeared, fo that they are now fel- 
dom feen, and it is very rarely that they commit any diforders. This is attributed to the 
greater cultivation of the country, and to their being killed in great numbers. But fur- 
ther up the country, whereW is not yet fo much inhabited, they are ftill very abundant. 
On the coafts of Penfylvaniaand New Jerfey, the flieep ftay all night in the fields, with- 
out the pcople*s fearing the wolves : however, to prevent their multiplying too much, 
there is a reward of twenty Ihillings in Pcnly lvania, and of thirty in New Jerfey, for 
delivering in a dead wolf, and the perfon that brings it may keep the Ikin. But for a 
young wolf the reward is only ten (hillings of the Pcnfylvanian currency. There are 
examples of thefe wolves being made as tame as dogs. 

The wild oxen have their abode principally in the w'oods of Carolina, which are far 
up in the country. The inhabitants frequently bunt them, and fait their fleih like 
common beef, which is eaten by fervants and the lower clafs of people. But the hide 
is of little ufe, having too large pores to be made ufe of for flioes. How'ever the poorer 
people in Carolina fpread thefe hides on the ground inftead of beds. 

The vlfcum filamentofum, or fibrous millcroe, is found in abundance in Carolina j 
the inhabitants make ufe of it as draw in their beds, and to adorn their houfes; the 
cattle arc veiy fond of it : it is likewife employed in packing goods. 

The fpartium fcoparium grew in Mr. Bartram’s garden from Englifli feeds ; he fald 
that he had feveral buihes of it, but that the froft in the cold winters here had killed 
moft of them : they however grow fponianeoufly in Sweden. 

Mr. Bartram had fomc truflfes, or Linnmus’s lycoperdon tuber, which he had got 
out of a fandy foil in New Jerfey, where they arc abundant. Thefe he (hewed to his 
^friend from Carolina, and alked him whether they were the tuckahoo of the Indians. 
But the ftrangcr denied it, and added, that though thefe truffles were likewife-verjT' 
common in Carolina, yet he had never fecn them ufed any other way but in*milk, 
againft the dyfentery j and he gave us the following defeription of the tuckahoo. It 
grows iril feveral fwamps and marlhes, and is commonly picntifuj. 'I’he hogs greedily 
dig up its roots with their nofes in fuch places } and the Indians in Carolina likewife 
gather them in their rambles in the woods, dry them in the fun-ftiine, grind them, and 
bake bread of them. Whilft the root is ffelh it is harlh and acrid, but being dried it 
lofes the greateft part of -its acrimony. To judge by thefe qualities the tuckahoo may 
very lil^ly be the arum vlrginianum. Compare witn this account, what (hall be re- 
lated inthefequcl of the tahim and tuckah. 

After dinner I again returned to town. 

Nov. 8th. Several Engliih and Swedifti ceconomifts kept beeJiivcs, which aiffpfded 
their poffeflbrs profit : for bees fuccecd very well here: the wax was fb/the moll part 
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Ibtd to tp^efoi^ : >but the hon^y they made ufe of in their own families^ 
ways, /fhe p^ple were unanimous, that the common bees were not in l^ofth 
before the arrival of the Europeans ; but that they were firft brought over by ttl:, 

. lifti who fettled here. The Indians likewife generally declare, that their fathet^ had 
never feen any bees cither in the woods or any where elfe, before the Europeans bid 
been feveral ycare fettled here. This is fiyther confirmed by the name which the 
Indians give them*: for having no particular name for them in their language, they call 
them Engliih flies, becaufc the Engliflj firft brought them over ; but at prefent they fly 
plentifully about the woods of North America. However it has been obferved, that 
the bees always, when they fwarm, fpread, to the fouthward, and never to the north* 
ward. It feems as if they do not find the latter countries fo good for their conftitution : 
therefore they cannot ftay in Canada, and all that have been carried over thither, died 
in winter. It feemod to me as if the bees in America were fomewhat fmaller than <!hirs 
in Sweden. They have not yet been found in the woods on the other fide of the Blue 
Mountains, which confirms the opinion of their being brought to America of late. A 
man told Mir. Bartram, that on his travels in the wpjliB' of North America, he had 
found another fort of bees, which, inftead of feparatingffieir wax and honey, mixed it 
both together in a great bag. But this account wants both clearing up and con- 
firming. , 

Nov. 9th. All the old Swedes and Englilhmen, bom in America, whom I ever 
queftioned, aflerted that there were not near fo many birds fit for eating at prefent, as 
there ufed to be when they were childi'en, and that their decreafe was vifible. They 
even faid, that they had heard their fathers complain of this, in whofe childliood the 
bays, rivers, and brooks were quite towered with ail forts of water fowl, fuch as wild 
geefe, ducks, and the like. But at prefent there is fometimes not a fingle bird upon 
tliem ; about fixty or feventy years ago, a fingle perfon could lull eighty ducks in a 
morning j but at prefent you frequently wait in vain for a fingle one. A Swede above 
ninety years old alTured me, that he had in his youth killed twenty-three ducks at *3 
fliot. ^ *« 

This good luck nobody is likely to have at prefent, as you are forced to. ramble 
about for a whole day without getting a fight of more than three or four. Cranes * 
at that time came hither by hundreds in the fpring : at prefent there are but very few. 
The wild turkeys and the birds, which the Swedes in this country call partridges and 
hazel-hens, were in whole flocks in the woods. But at this time a perfon is tired with 
walking before he can ftart a fingle bird. , 

'I’he caufe of this diminution is not (fifficult to find. Before the arrival of the 
Europeans, the country was uncultivated, and full of great forefts. The few Indians 
'that lived here feldom difturbed the birds ; they carried on no trade among themfelves, 
iron and guiipowder were unknown to them. One hundredth part of the fowl which 
at that lime were fo plentiful here, would have fufliced to feed the few inhabitants ; and 
confidering that they cultivated their fmall maize fields, caught fifli, hunted flags, bea- 
vers, bears, wild cattle, and other animals whofe flefh was delicious to them, it will fbon 
appear how little they difturbed the birds. But fince the arrival of great crouds of 
Europeans, things are greatly changed ; the country is well peopled, and the woodsf 
are cut down ; the people increafing in this country, they have by hunting and {hooting 

* When Captain Amadaa, the 6r(t Englilhman that ever landed in North America, fet foot on ihore Vto 
;;,^pfe hia own words) fuch a flock of cranes (the inofl part'whltc) arofe under us with fodt t cry, n^u^led 
hy ntaay echoes, as if an army of men had Ihouted altogether. 
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in part extirpated the birds, in part feared them away : in fpring the people lUll take 
both eggs, mothem, and young indifferently, becaufe no regulations are made to the 
conthiry ; and if any had been made, the fpirit of freedom which prevails in the 
country would not fuffer them to be obeyed. But though the eatable birds have been 
diminiihed greatly, yet there are others, which have rather increafed than dccreafed in 
number (ince the arrival of the Europeans : this can mod properly be faid of a fpecies 
of daws, which the Englifh call blackbirds *, and the Swedes, maize thieves j Dr. 
Linnaius calls them gracula quifcula ; and together with them, the feveral forts of 
fquirrels among the quadrupeds have fpread ; for thefe and the former live chiefly upon 
maize, or at lead they are mod greedy of it. But as population increafes, the cul« 
tivation of maize increafes, and of courfe the food of the above mentioned animals is 
more plentiful : to this it is to be added, that thefe latter are rarely eaten, and there- 
fore»they are more at liberty to multiply their kind. There are likewife other birds 
which are not eaten, of which at prefent there arc nearly as many as there were before 
the arrival of the Europeans. On the other hand, I heard great complaints of the 
great decrcafe of eatable fowljj|pt only in this province, but in all the parts of North 
America, where I have been. 

Aged people had experienced that with the filh, which I have jud mentioned of the 
birds: in theiryouth.thcbays, rivers, and brooks, had fuch, quantities of filh, that at 
one draught in the morning they caught as many as a horfe was able to carry heme. 
But at prefent things are greasy altered ; and they often work in vain all the night 
long with all their filhing tackle. 1 he caufes of this dccreafe of fifli are partly the 
fame with thofe of the diminution of the number of birds ; being of late caught by a 
greater variety of contrivances, and in different onanner^ than before. The numerous 
mills on the rivers and brooks likewife contribute to it in part ; for it has been obferved 
here, that the filh go up the river in order to fpawn in a lhallow water ; but when they 
meet with works that prevent their proceeding, tiiey turn back and never come again. 
Of this I was aflured by a man of fortune at Bolton : his father was ufed tt) catch a 
number of herrings throughout the winter, and almott always in fummer, in a river, 
upon his country feat : but he having built a mill with a dyke in this water, they were 
lod. In this manner they complained here and every where of the decrcafe of fifli. 
Old people aflerted the fame in regard to cyders at New York; for though they arc 
dill taken in confidcrablc quantity, and are as big and as delicious as can be vviflicd, yet 
all the oyder-catchers own, that the number diininifhcs greatly every year ; the mod 
natural caufe of it is probably the iininodemte. catching of them at all times of the 
year. 

^ "Mr. Franklin told me, that in that part of New England whore his father lived, ijyo 
rivers fell into the fea, in one of which they caught great numbers of herrings, and in 
the other not one. Y et the places where thefe rivers difeharged themfelves into the 
fca were not. for afunder. They had obferved that when the herrings came in fpring 
to depofit their fpawn, they always fwam up the river, where they ufed to catch them, 
but never came into the other. This circumdancc led Mr. Franklin’s father, who was 
fettled between the two rivers, to try whether it was not pofliblc to make the herrings 
likewife live in the other river. For that purpofc he ^ut out his nets, as they were 
coming up for fpawning, and he caught fome. He took the fpawn out of them, and 
careluUy carried it acrofs the land into the other river. It was hatched, and the con- 
fequence was, that every year afterwards they caught more herrings in that river j and 


* Properly Aiming blackbirds. 


this 
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this is dill the cafe. This lea^ one to believe that the fifli always like to ipRRiQ iiii the 
fame place where they were hatched, and from whence they firft put out to fea| 'h^ing 
as it were accuftomed to it. ' 

The following is another peculiar obfervation. It has never formerly been known 
that codfilh were to be caught at Cape Hinlopen: they were always caught at the 
mouth of the Delaware ; but at prefent they are numerous in the former place. From 
hence it may be concluded, that fifli likewife change their places of abode of their own 
accord. 

A captain of a Ibip who had been in Greenland, aflertcd from his own experience, 
that on palTm^ the feventieth degree of north latitude, the fummer heat was there much 
greater than it is below that degree. From hence he "concluded, that the f ummer heat 
at the pole itfelf muft be ftill more exceflivc, fince the fun fliines there for fuch a long 
fpacc of time without ever fetiing. The fame account, with fiinilar confequedees 
drawn from thence, Mr. Franklin had heard of the Ihip-captains in Bofton, who had 
failed to the moft northern parts of this hemifphere. But ftill more aftonifhing is the 
account he got from Captain Henry Atkins, who ftiSlives at Bofton. He had for 
fomc time been upon the fifhery along the coafts of New England. But not catching 
as much as he wifhed, he failed north, as far as Greenland. At laft he went fo far, that 
he difeovered people, whojiad never feen Europeans before (and what is more aftonifli- 
ing) who had no idea of the ufe of fire, which they had never employed ; and if they 
had known it, they could have made no ufe of their knowledge, as there were no trees 
in the country. But they eat the birds and fifli which they caught quite raw. Captain 
Atkins got h>me very fcarce fkins in exchange for fome trifles. 

It is already known from feveral accounts of voyages, that to the northward neither 
trees nor buflios, nor any ligneous plants, are to be met with, fit for burning. But is 
it not probable that the inhabitants of fo defolate a country, like other northern nations 
which \vc know, burn the train-oil of fiflies, and the fat of animals in lamps, in "order 
to boil their meat, to warm their fubterraneous caves in winter, and to light them in 
the darkeft feafon of the year ? die their darknefs would be infupportable. 

Nov. 1 ith. In feveral writings wo read of a large animal, which is to be met with 
in New England, and other parts of North America. They fometimes dig very long 
and branched horns out of the ground in Ireland, and nobody in that country, or any 
where elfe in the world, knows an animal that has luch horns. This has induced many 
people to believe that it is the moofe-deer, fo famous in North America, and that 
the horns found were of animals iof this kind, which had formerly lived in that* 
ifland, but wore gradually deftroyed. It has even been concluded, that Ireland^ 
in .diftant age.s, either was connected with North America, or that a number of 
little iflands, which are loft at prefent, made a chain between them. This led me to 
enquire, whether an miimal with fuch excelfive great horns, as are deferibed to the 
moofe-deer, had ever been feen in any part of this country. Mr. Bartram told nie> 
that, notwithftanding he had cat efully enquired to that purpofe, yet there was no perfon 
who could give him any information which could be relied upon; and therefore, he was 
entirely of opinion, that there was no fuch an animal in North America. Mr. Franklin 
related, that he had, when a boy, feen two of the animals which they call moofe-deer, 
but he well remembered that they were not near of fuch a fize as they muft have been, 
if the horns found in Ireland were to fit them : the two animals which he faw, were 
brought to Bofton, in order to be fent to England to Queen Anne. The height of the 
animal up to the back was that of a pretty tall horfe, but the head and its horns were 
ftill higher : Mr. Dudley has given a deferiptioa of the moofe-deer which is found in 

North 
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ther there hiad eV^ been ftien fo hi^ an animd in thts t^ntry, as'fome |ieop|e fey there 
fern Nprth America, and with fuch great horns as are fometimcs dug out in Ireland*- 
&rt l,^as always told, that they had never heard of it, and much las feen it : fomc 
ad^thatifth ere was fuch an animal, they certainly muft 'have met with it in fpme 
of their excurfions in the woods. There are elks here, which are either of the fame 
fort with the Swediih ones, or a variety of them : of thefe they often catch fomc which 
' are larger than common, whence perhaps the report of the very large animal with ex- 
ceflivc horns in North America frrft had its rife. Thefe elks are caHcd orignals by the . 
French in Canada, which name they have borrowed from the Indians : perhaps Dud> 
ley, in deferibing the rooofe>dccr^ meant no other animals than thefe large elks *; 

Mr. Franklin gave mc a piece of a ftonc, which, on account of its indeftrudibility in 
the hre, is made ufe of in New.England for making melting furnaces and forges. 

It conlifts of a mixture of lapis ollaris, or ferpentine ftone, and of albeft. 'I’hc greateft 
part of it is a grey ferpentine flone, which is iat and fmooth to the touch, and is eafily 
cot and worked. Here and ^rc' arc fome glittering fpccklcs of that fort of albeft, 
whofe fibres come from a center like rays, or ftar albeft. This ftone is not found in 
ftrata or folid rocks, but here and there fcattcred on the fields. 

Another ftone is called foapftonc by many of the Swedes, being as fmooth as foap 
on the outfide. They make ufe of it for rubbing fpots out of their cloaths. It might 
be called faxurn talcofum -partipulis fpataceis granatifque immixtis, or a talc with mixed 
particles of fpar and garnets. A more exa^ defeription I referve for another work. 
At prefent I only add, that the ground-colour is pale green, with fome dark fpots, and 
fometimes a few ofa greenilh hue. It is very fmooth to the touch, and runs always 
waved. Itis likewife eafily lawed aiid cut, though it is not very fmooth. 1 have feen 
large ftones of it which were a fathom and more long, proportiunably broad, and com- 
monly fix inches or a foot deep. But I cannot determine any thing of their original 
fize, as 1 have qotbeen at the place where they are dug, and have only feen the ftones 
at Philadelphia, which are brought there ready cut. Thc.particles of talc in this ftone 
are about thirty times as many as thofe of fpar and garnet. It is found in many parts of 
the country, for example, in the neighbourhood of Cbcftcr in Penfylvania. The Eng- 
lifh likewife call it foapftone t, and it is likely that the Swedes have borrowed that name 
from them. 

This ftone was chiefly employed in the following manner. Firft, the people took 
, fpots out of their cloaths with it. But, for this p^pofe, the whole ftone is not equally 
ufeful, for it includes in its clear particles fome dark ones which confift wholly of fer- 
pentinq.iftone, and may eafily be cut with a knife-j fome of the loofc Jlonc is forced.- . 
off like a powder, and ftrewed upon a greafy fpot, in filk or any othdr ftufT; this im- 
bibes the greafe, and after rubbing off the powder the fpot difappears: and as this ftone is 
likewife very durable in the fire, the country people m^e then- hdarths with it, efpecially 
the place where the fire lies, and where the heat is the greateft, for the ftone (lands 

* Wbat gives dill more weight to Mr. Kalm's opinion of the elk being the inoofe.deer, is, the name 
mufu, which the Algonkins give to the elk, as Mr. Kalm himfelf ofaiferves in the fequel of his work and 
this cirenmflaoce-is the inoi:e remarkable,as the Algonkins, before tl .eltokeefe.or Five Nations, got fo great 
« power in America, were the woft^werfh] nation in the northern part of this continent ; infomuch that, 
though they be aow reduced to an inconfiderable number, their language is however a kind of univerhd 
language in North. America { lb that there is no doubt that the elk is the famous moofe-deer. jp, ^ 

It fams to-be cither the rtibftanCeepmmortljr called French chalk, or perhaps the lbap*rDck» whiidi f» 
cooimm ip Cornwall, -near the Lizaxd point, and which confifts, befides of fome particles of talc, chiedr^ 
.an eaithlikemagnefia j which lattet,wtih acid ofvitrni, yieUi an earthy vitriolic felt, or Epfom fait. F. 
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the ftrohgeft fire. If the people cw get a fuffident quantity of this ftone* they lay 
the fteps before the houfes with i^ inftead of bricks, which are generally ufed ^r.lhat 
purpofe. 

The walls round the court-yards, gardens, burying-places, and thofe for the floping 
cellar-doors towards the ftreet, which are all commonly built of brick, are covered 
with a coping of this ftone ; for it holds excellently againft all the eSefts of the fun, 
air, rain, and ftorm, and does not decay, but fecures the bricks. On account of this 
quality, people commonly get the door-pofts, in which their hinges are faftened, made 
of this ftone ; and in feveral public buildings, fuch as the houle of affembly for the 
province, the whole lower wall is built of it, and in other houfes the comers are laid 
out with it. _ 

The fait which is ufed in the Englilh North American colonies, is brought from the 
Weft Indies. The Indians have in fome places fait fprings, from which they get fait 
by boiling. I fhall in the fequcl have occafion to defcribe fome of them. Mr. Frank- 
lin was OX opinion, that the people in Pcnfylvania could eafier make good fait of fea 
water, than in New England, where fometimes fait is made of the fea water on their 
coaft ; though their fitualion is more northerly. Lead-ore has been difcovered in 
Pcnfylvania, but as it is not to be met with in quantity, nobody ever attempted to ufe 
it. Loadftones of confiderable goodnefs have likewife been found} and I myfelf 
poffefs feveral pretty pieces of them. 

Iron is dug in fuch great quantities in Pcnfylvania, and other American pro- 
vinces of the Englifh, that they could provide with that commodity not only England, 
but almoft all Europe, and perhaps the greater part of the globe. The ore is here 
commonly infinitely eafier got in ^he mines than our Swedifh ore. For in many places, 
with a pick-axe, a crow-foot, and a wooden club, it is got with the fame eafe with 
which a hole can be made in a hard foil : in many places the people know nothing of 
boring, blaftmg, and firing ; and the ore is likewife very fufible. Of this iron they 
get fuch quantities, that not only the numerous inhabitants of the colonies thcmfelves 
have enough of it, but great quantities are fent to the Weft Indies, and they have lately' 
began even to trade to Europe with it. This iron is reckoned better for ihip-building 
than our Swedifh iron, or any other, becaufe fait water does not corrode it fo much. 
Some people believed, that, without reckoning the freight, they could fell their iron in 
England at a lower rate than any other nation } efpecially when the country becomes 
better peopled, and labour cheaper. 

The mountain flax *, or that kind of ftone, which Bifliop Browallius calls amiantus , 
fibris feparabilibus molliufculis, in his ledlures on mineralogy, which were publifhed 
in 1739, or the amiant with foft fibres, which can eafily be feparated, is found abund- 
antly in Pcnfylvania. Some pieces are very foft, others pretty tough : Mr. Franklin 
told me, that, twenty and fome odd years ago, when hfe made a voyage to England, 
he had a little purfe with him, made of the mountain flax of this country, which he 
prefented to Sir Hans Slotml. I have likewife feen paper made of this ftone } and I 
have likewife received fome Itnall pieces of it, which I keep in my cabinet. Mr. Frank- 
lin had been told by others, that, on expofing this mountain fiax to the open air in 
winter, and leaving it in the cold and wet, it would grow together, and more fit for 
pinning. But he did not venture to determine how far this opinion was grounded. 

* Amiantus f Afbeftus) fibrofus, fibris feparabilibus flexibbus tenacibus, Linn. Syfi. Nat. p. 55, 

Amiantus fibris mollibus parallelis iacile feparabilibus. Wall. Milt, 140 

Mountain flax, linum montanum, Forfter’s Mineralogy, p. 1 7. F. 
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bii this occafion he related a very pleafatit accident which happened to him with this 
iimuntain flax : he had, feveral years ago, got a piece of it, which he gave to one of 
his jo.urneymen printers, in order to get it made into a Iheei at the paper mill. As (bon 
as the fellow broxight the paper, Mr. Franklin rolled it up, and threw it into the fire, 
telling the journeyman he would fee a miracle, a Iheet of paper which did not bum : 
the ignorant fellow aflerted the contrary, but was greatly aftoniflied upon feeing him- 
felf convinced, Mr. Franklin then explained to him, though not very clearly, the 
peculiar qualities of the paper. As foon as he was gone, fome of his acquaintance 
came in, who immediately knew the paper. The journeyman thought he would fliew 
them a great curiofity and afldhiih them. He accordingly told them, that he had 
curioufly made a Iheet of paper which would not burn, though it was thrown into 
the fire. They pretended to think it impofliblc, and he as flrenuoufly maintained his 
iflertion. At laft they laid a wager about it ; but whilft he was bufy with flirring up 
the fire, the others flily befmearcd the paper with fat : the journeyman, who was not 
iiware of it, threw it into the fire, and that moment it was all in flames : this afionilhed 
him fo much, that he was almoft fpeechlefs 5 upon which they could not help laughing, 
and fo difeovered the whole artifice. 

In feveral houfes of the town, a number of little ants run about, living under 
ground, and in holes in the wall. The length of their bodies is one geometrical line. 
Their colour is either black or dark red : they have the cultom of carrying oiF fweet 
things, if they can come at them, in common with the ants of other countries. Mr. 
Franklin was much inclined to believe that thefe little iiifefts could by fome means 
communicate their thoughts or defires to each other, and he confirmed his opinion by 
fome examples. When an ant finds fome fugar, if runs immediately under ground 
to its hole, where, having flayed a little while, a whole army comes our, unites and 
marches to the place where the fugar is, and carries it oft by pieces ; or if an ant meets 
with a dead fly, which it cannot carry' alone, it immediately haftens home, and foon 
after fome more come out, creep to the fly, and carry it away. Some time ago 
Mr. Franklin put a little earthen pot with treacle into a clofet. A number of ants 
got into the pot, and devoured the treacle very quickly. But as he obfervai it, he 
fliook them out, and tied the pot with a thin firing to a nail which he had faflencd in 
the ceiling; fo that the pot hung down by the firing. A fingh* ant by chance remained 
in the pot ; this ant cat till it was fatisfied ; but when it wanted to get off, it was undiT 
great concern to find its way out : it ran about the bottom of the pot, Imt in vain : at lull 
it found, after many attempts, the way to get to the ceiling by the firing. After it was 
come there, it ran to the wall, and from thence to the ground. It had hardly been away 
for half an hour, when a great fwarm of ants came out, got up to the ceiling, andjcrept 
along the firing into the pot, and began to eat again : this they continued till the treacle 
was all eaten : in the mean tiSie, one fwarm running down the firing, and the other up. 

Nov. 12th. A man of fortune, who has long been in this province, aflerted, that, 
by twenty years experience, he had found a confirmation of what other people have 
obferved with regard to the weather, viz. that the weather in winter was commonly 
foretold by that on the firft of November, old ftile, or twelve new ftile ; if that 
whole day be fair, the next winter will bring but little rain and fnow along with it ; 
but if the firft half of the day be clear, and the other cloudy, the beginning of winter 
would accordingly be fiiir, but its end, and fpring, would turn out rij^orous and 
difagreeable : of the fame kind were the other prefhges. 1 have likewife in other 
jphees heard of fimilar figns of the weather ; but as a mature judgment greatly ieflens 
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^ confidence in them* fo the tneteorologicei obfervatioas have fufficiently ihi^f how 
infinitely often thefe prophecies have failed. . , / 

Penfylvania abounds in fprings, and you commonly meet with a fpring 
water on one or the other, and fometimes on feveral fides of a mountain. The pet^lO; 
near fuch fprings ufe them for every purpofe of a fine fpring water. Theyi^ allb 
conduft the water into a little ftone building near the houfe, where they can coniine 
it, and bring frelh fupplies at pleafure. In fummer they place their milk, bottles of 
wine, and other liquors, in this building, where they keep cool and frefli. In many 
country houfes, the kitchen or buttery was fo fituated, that a rivulet ran under it, and 
had the water near at hand. 

Not only people of fortune, but even others that had feme pofleflions, commonly 
had fifh'poiids in the country near their houfes. They always took care that frelh water 
might run into their ponds, which is very falutary for the filh : for that purpofe the 
ponds were placed near a fpring on a hill. 

Nov. 13th. 1 faw, in feveral parts of this province, a ready method of getting 

plenty of grafs to grow in the meadows. Here muft be remembered what I have 
before mentioned about the I’prings, which are fometimes found on the fides of hills, 
and fometimes in valiies. The meadows lie commonly in the valiies between the bills; 
if they are too fwampy and wet, the water is carried olf by feveral ditches. But the 
1 ‘ummer in Penfylvania is very hot ; and the fun often burns the grafs fo much, that 
it dries up entirely. 'I'he hufliandmen therefore have been very attentive to prevent 
this in their meadows : to that purpofe they look for all’the fprings in the neighbour- 
hood of a meadow ; and as the rivulets flowed before by the Ihorteft way into the 
valiies, they raife the water as much as poflible and ncccfl'ury, to the higher part of 
meadow, and make feveral narrow channels from the brook, down into the plain, fp 
that it is entirely watered by it. When there are fome deeper places, they frequently 
lay wooden gutters acrofs them, through which the water flows to the other fide ; and 
from thence it is again, by very narrow channels, carried to all the places where it 
feems ncceflary. 'J'o raife the water the higher, and in order to fpread it more, there 
are high dykes built near ihe fpringvS, between which the water rifes till it is fo high as 
to run down where the people want it. Induftry and ingenuity went further ; when 
a brook runs in a wood, with a direction not towards the meadow, and it has been 
found, by levelling, and taking an exad furvey of the land between the meadow and 
the rivulet, that the latter can be conducted towards the former } a dyke is made, 
which hems the courfe of the brook, and the water is led round the meadow, over 
many hills, fometimes for the fpace of an Englilh mile and further, partly acrofs ■* 
valiies in wooden pipes, till at laft it is brought where it is wanted, and where it can 
be fpread as above mentioned. One that has not feen it bimfelf, cannot believe how 
great a quantity of grafs there is in fuch meadows, efpecially near the little channels ; 
whilfl: others, which have not been thus managed, look wretchedly. The meadows 
commonly lie in the rallies, and one or more of their fides have a declivity. The 
water can therefore eafily be brought to ran down in them. Tbefe meadows, which 
are fo carefully watered, are commonly mowed three times every fummer. But it is 
likewife to be obferved, that fummer continues feven months here. The inhabitants ' 
feldom fiiil to employ a brook or fpring in this manner, if it is not too far from the 
meadows to be led to them. 

The leaves were at prefent fallen from all the trees ; both from oaks, and from all 
fttde which have deciduous leaves, and they covered the ground in the wood fix inch(^ 
deep. The great quantity of leaves which drop annually^ would neceflarily feem to 
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encreafe the upper black mould greatly. However, it is not above three or fme inches 
:^ck in the woods, and under it lays a brick>coIoured clay, mixed with a fand of , 
i^e fame colour. It is remarkable, that a foil which, in all probability, has' not 
been ftirred, Ihould be covered with fo little black mould : but I lhall fpeak of this is 
the /equal. 

Nov. 14th. The fquirrels, which run about plentifully in the woods, are of 
different fpecics ; 1 here intend to defcribe the moft common forts more accurately. 

The grey fquirrels are very plentiful m Penfylvania, and in the other provinces of 
North America. Their fhape correfponds with that of our Swediih fquirrel ; but they 
differ from them by keeping their grey colour all the year lon^, and in fize being 
fomething bigger. The woods in all thefe provinces, and chiefy in Penfylvania, 
conlifl: of trees with deciduous leaves, and in fuch thefe fquirrels like to live. Ray, in 
his Synopfis Quadrupedum, p. 215, and Cateiby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, 
Vol. 2, p. 74, tab. 74, call it the Virginian greater grey fquirrel ; and the latter has 
added a figure after life. The Swedes call it grao ickom, which is the fame as the 
Englilh grey fquirrel. Their nefts arc commonly in hollow trees, and are made of 
mofs, ftraw, and other foft things : their food is chiefly nuts; as hazel nuts, chinquapins, 
chefnuts, walnuts, hiccory nuts, and the acorns of the different forts of oak which 
grow here ; but maize is what they are molt greedy of. ^The ground in the woods is 
in autumn covered with acorns, and all kinds of nuts which drop from the numerous 
trees ; of thefe the fquirrels, gather great ftores for winter, which they lay up in holes 
dug by them for that purpofe : they likewnfe carry a great' quantity of them into their 
nens. 

As foon as winter comes, the fnow and cold coijfmes them to their holes for fe- 
veral days, efpecially when the weather is very rough. During this time they con- 
fume the little ftore which they have brought to their nells : as foon therefore as the 
weather gro'ws milder, they creep out, and dig out part of the ftore which they have 
laid up in the ground : of this they eat fome on the fpot, and carry the reft into 
their nefts on the trees. We frequently obferved, that, in winter, at the eve of a 
great froft, when there had been fome temperate weather, the fquirrels, a day or 
two before the froft, ran about the woods in greater numbers than common, partly 
in order to eat their fill, and partly to llore their nefts with a new provifion for the 
enfuing great cold, during which they did not venture to come oiit, but lay fnug in 
their nelb : therefore, feeing them run in the woods in greater numbers than 
ordinary, was a fafe prognoftic of an enfuing cold. 

The hogs which are here driven into the woods, whilft there is yet no fnow in them, 
ofteh do confiderable damage to the poor fquirrels, by rooting up their ftore-ht^lt^^i 
and robbing their winter provifipns. Both the Indians, and the European Americans, 
take great pains to find out thefe ftore-holes, whether in trees or in the ground, as all 
the nuts they contain are choice, and not only quite ripe, but likewife not pierced by 
worms. The nuts and acorns which the dormice, or mus cricetus, Linn, ftore up in 
autumn, are all in the fame condition. The Swedes relate, that, in the long winter, 
which happened here in the year 1741, there fell fuch a quantity of fnow, that the 
fquirrels could not get to their ftore, and many of them were ftarved to death. 

The damage which thefe animals do in the maize fields I have already deferibed : 
they do the more harm, as they do not eat all the com, but only the inner and fweet 
part, and ^ it were take off the hulks. In fpring, towards the end of April, when the 
tfidks were in full flower, I once obferved a num^ of fquirrels on them, fometimes 
five, fix, or more in a tree, who bit off the flower-ftalks a little below the Bowen, 

12 and 



ieiU3(*8 TIIAT2X.8 tVt WORTH AMERICA. 477 

uid dropt Aem on the groand ; whether they eat any thing off them) ornnule ufe of 
them for fome other purpofe. I know not ; but the ground was quite covered 
oak dowers, to which part of the ftalk adhered. For this reafon the oaks do not i^ 
fo much fruit by far to feed hogs and other animals as they would othenvife do. .. < . 

Of all the wild animals in this country the fquirrels are fome of the ealieft td tanie^ 
efpecially when they are taken young for that purpofe. I havefeen them tamed fo ^ 
that they would follow the boys into the woods, and runabout every where, and when 
tired would fit on their ihoulders. Sometimes they only ran a little way into the wood, 
and then returned home again to the little hole that had been fitted up for them.** 
When they eat, they fit almoft upright, hold their food between their fore feet, and 
their tail bent upwards. When the tame ones got more than they could cat at a time, 
they carried the remainder to their habitations, and hid it amonglt the wool which 
they lay upon. Such tame fquirrels Ihcwed no fear of ftrangers, and would fuffer 
themfelves to be touched by eveiy body, without offering to bite. They fometimes 
would leap upon ffrangers’ deaths, and lie ftill on them, in order to ileep. In the 
farm-houfes, where they were kept, they played with cats and dogs : they likewife eat 

bread. , 

The wild grey fquirrels likewife hold up their tails when fitting. As foon as they 
perceive a man, they continually wag their tails and begin to gnalh with their teeth, 
and make a great noife, which they do not readily give over. Thofe who go a fhoot- 
ing birds and other animals are therefore very angry at them, as this noife difeovers 
them, and alarms the game. Though a grey fquirrcl docs not feem to be very (hy, yet 
it is very difficult to kill, for when it perceives a man, it climbs upon a tree, and com- 
monly chufes the higheft about if. It then tries to hide itfclf behind the trunk, fo that 
the Ihnoter may not fee it, and though he goes ever fo faff round the tree, yet the 
fquirrcl changes its place as quickly, if not quicker ; if two boughs bend towards each 
other, the fquirrel lies in the middle of them, and preffes itfelf fo clofe, that it is 
hardly vifible. You may then ffiake the tree, throw flicks and ftones to the plkce 
where it lies, or fhoot at it, yet it will never ftir. If three branches join, it takes re- 
fuge between them, and lies as clofe to them as poffiblc, and then it is fufficicntly 
fafe. Sometimes it efcapes on a tree where there are old nefk of fquirrels, or of 
large birds ; it flips into fuch, and cannot be got out, either by fhooting, throwing, 
or any thing elfe ; for the grey fquirrels foldom leap from one tree to another, except 
extreme danger compels them. They commonly run direiSly up the trees, and down 
the fame way, with their head ftraight forward. Several of them which I foot in tho 
woods had great numbers of fleas. 

X have already mentioned, that thefc fquirrels arc among the animals which at 
prefent are more plentiful than they formerly were, and that the infinitely greater cul- 
tivation of maixe, which is their favourite food, is the caufe of their multiplication. 
However, it is peculiar, that in fome years a greater number of fquirrels come down 
from the higher countries into Penfylvania, and other Englifli colonies. They com- 
monly come in autumn, and are then very bufy in the woods gathering nuts and 
acorns, which they carry into hollow trees or their ftore-holes, in order to be fufiiciently 
provided with food for winter. They are fo diligent in floring up of provifions, that 
though the nuts have been extremely plentiful this year, yet it is difficult to get a con- 
fiderable quantity of them. The people here pretended, fr«»n their own experience, 
to know, that when the fquirrels came down in fuch numbers from the higher parts of 
t he country, the winter enfuing was uncommonly rigorous and cold, and for that 
i^on they always look upon their coxnbg down as a fure fign of fuch a winter. 
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this does 'ho^ always prove true* as I expetienced in the autumn of die year 1749 : at 
that dme a great number of fquirrels came down into the'colonies, yet the winter was 
very mild, and no colder than common. But it appeared that 'their migration was 
c^Oafipncd by the fcarcity of nuts and acorns, which happened that year in the higher 
parts of the country, and obliged them to come hither for their food. Therefore they 
generally return the next year to the place from whic*h they came. 

Some people reckon fquirrel flefli a great dainty, but the generality make no account 
of it. The ikin is good for little, yet fmali (traps arc foinetimes made of it, as it is 
very tough : others ufe it as a fur lining, for want of a better. Ladies ihoes are like* 
wife fometimes made of it. 

The rattle-fnake often devours the fquirrels, notwlrhftanding all their agility. This 
unwieldy creature is faid to catch fo agile an one merely by fafeination. 1 have never had 
an opportunity of feeing how it is done ; but fo many credible people aiTured me of the 
truth of the ra^l, and alferted that they were prefent, and paid peculiar attention to it, 
that 1 am almofl: forced to believe their unanimous accounts. The fafeination is cf- 
feffed in the following manner : the fnake lies at the bottom of the tree upon which 
the fquirrel fits ; its eyes ar^ fixed upon the little animal, and from that moment it 
cannot efcape ; it begins a doleful outcry, which is fo well known, that a porfon 
palling by, on hearing it, immediately knows that it is c^harmod by a fnake. 'J'he 
-fquirrel runs up the tree a little way, comes downwards again, then goes up, and now 
comes lower again. On that occafion it has been obferved, that the fquirrel always 
goes down more than it goes up. The fnake ilill continues at the root of the tree, 
with its eyes fixed on the fquirrel, with which its attention is fo entirely taken up, that 
a perfon accidental ly^approaching may make a.conriderablc‘ noife, without the fnake’s 
fo much as turning about. The fquirrel, as before-mentioned, comes always lower, 
and at lafl leaps down to the fnake, whofe mouth is already wide open lor its re- 
ception. The poor little animal then with a piteous cry runs into the fnake ’s jaws, 
and is fwallowed at once, if it be not too big ; but if its fize will nut allow it to be 
fwallowed at once, the fnake licks it feveral times with its tongue, and by that meaas 
makes it fit for fwallowing. Every thing cllc remarkable at this enchantment I have 
deferibod in a treatife inferted in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedilli Academy of 
Sciences, in the volume for the year 1753. I therefore am not fo circumftaniial here. 
The fame power of enchanting is aferibed to that kind of fnake, which is commonly 
called the black fnake in America, and it is laid to catch and devour fquirrels in the 
fame manner as the former*. 

But thefe little animals do confidcrable damage to the maize, not only whilll it is 
upon the ftalk, as 1 have before obferved, but even when it is brought home into^rhe 
bams ; for if they can come at it without any obftacle, they can in a few nights bring 
a whole bufhel away into their lurking holes. The government, in moll: of the North 
American colonies, has therefore been obliged to oiler a certain premium to be paid 
out of the common treafury, for the head of a fquirrel. It ftems inconceivable 
what a fuin of money has been paid for grey and black fquirrels heads, in the pro- 
vince of Penfylvania only, from the firft of January 1 749 to the firft of January 


^ I* bcfn obferved, that only fach fqiiirrcls and birds as have their nells near the place where fneh 
' • k* make this jpitifui noife, and are fo bufy in running up and iduvirn the tree and the 

Bieigb^aring branches, in order to draw off the attention of the fnake hom their bminl, and often th^ 

thin reach of the fnakes, they are at lall bit. 
account for the powers of fafeinating birdi 


near in order to fly away again, that being within reach of the fnakes, they are at lad bit, 
f 1 will, ■ i believe, ptrfcAly acc« 


ud fmstl creatures in She fnakes. F. 
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i75b ; for whett the deputies from the feveral diftrifls of the province quet, in order 
to deKberate upon the affairs of the province, each of them complained that their 
.treafures were exhaufted by paying fo much for fquirrels •, for at that time tlie Jaw 
had appointed a reward of threepence for each Iquirrel’s head. So far extended the 
vengeance taken upon thefe fittle creatures, i. e. upon the grey and black fquirreiis. 
It was found, by calling up accounts, that in that one year eight thoufand pounds df 
Penfylvania currency had been expended in paying thefe rewards ; this 1 was afiured 
of by a man who had looked over the accounts hirafelf. 

Many people, elpecially young men, left all other employment, and went into the 
woods to ihoot fquirrels ; but the government, having experienced how much three- 
pence per liead took out of the treafury, fettled half that fum upon each fquirrel’s 
head. 

Flying fquirrels are a peculiar kind, which feem to be the fame with thofe which 
inhabit Finland, and which Dr. Linntsus, in his Fauna Svccica, No. 38, calls feiurus 
volans. I'he American flying- fquirrel at the utmoft is only a variety of that which 
we have in Finland. Catelby, in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. 2, p, 76, 77, . 
has deferibed it, and tab. 76, 77, drawn it after life. He likewife calls it feiurus 
volans. Fd wards, in his Natural Hiftory of Birds, reprefents it, t. 191. They are 
met wiih in the woods, bjjt not very frequently. They are fcarce ever feen in the 
cay-time, unlefs tin y are forced out by men who have difeovered their nefts ; for-’ 
they fieop in the liay-time, but as foon as it grows dark, they come out, and run 
about almoft alf night. l’hc*y live in hollow trees, and by cutting one down, feven 
or more fiying-fquirrcls are frequently found ia it. By the additional flein with which 
Providence has provided them, on both iides, they can fly from one tree to another. . 
They expand their Ikins like wings, and contra>ft them again as 'foon as they can get 
hold of the oppofitc tree. Some people fay that they fly in a horizontal line; but 
others afl’erted that they firft w'cnt a little downwards, and then rofe up again, when 
they approached the tree to which they would fly ; they cannot fly further than four 
or live fathoms. Among ail the fquirrels in this country, thefe are the moft eaiily 
tamed. The boys carry them to fchool, or wherever they go, without their ever 
attempting to efcape ; if even they put their fquirrel afidc, it leaps upon them again 
immediately, creeps either into their bofom, or their Jlceve, or any fold of the clothes; . 
and lies down to floep : its food is the fame with that of the grey fquirrel. 

There is a fmall fpecies of fquirrels abounding ia the woods, which the Englifh call 
ground fquirrels. Catelby has deferibed and drawn them from life, in the ad vol. of 
his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, p. 75, tab. 75, and Edwards in his Natural Hiftory of 
Birdiii, t- 181.* He and Dr. Linnaeus call it feiurus ftriatus, or the ftreaked fquirrel. 
'I’hefe do not properly live in trees, as others of this genus, but dig holes in the ground 
(much in the lame manner as rabbets) in which they live, and whither they take refuge • 
when they perceive any danger. Their holes go deep, and commonly further inwards 
divide into many branches. They are alfo cunning enough to make fometimes an 
opening or hole to the furface of the ground from one of thefe branches. The ad- 
vantage they have from hence, is, that when they ftroll about-for food, and the hole is 
ftopt up through which they went out, they may not expofe thcnifelves to be caught, 

* It is not yet made out with certainty w!»cther the American flying fquirrel, and that 
found in Fiiitaud, and in the north of Europe aud Alia, be the fame animal. The Amencan 
kind has a flat pennated tail, but the European kind a round one, which aflbrds a very diiHogu'lhing 
chtiadlcr. F. 

bill. 
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but prefently. ;^ .the other hole, into whsdi they^ may retreat : but in autmn!;i, .wfaoi' 
the leaves ^11, i&om the trees, or fome time after, it is diverfion to fee the conften^tion 
they are fometimes in vrhen purfued ; for their holes being eafUy covered with th^ 
great fall of leaves, or by the wind, they have a great deal to do, to And them on a fudden: 
they then run backwards and forwards as if they had loft their way : they feem to know 
the places where they have made their fubterraneous walks,, but cannot conceive where 
the entrances are. If tliey be then purfued, and one claps his hands, they know no 
other refuge than that of climbing upon a tree; for it is to be obferved that thefe 
"^rquirrels always live under ground, and never climb upon trees unlefs purfued, and un> 
able in the hurry to find their holes. This kind of fquirrels is much more numerous 
in Penfylvania than in any other province of North America through which I have 
travelled. Its length is commonly fix inches, without the curved tall ; and it is very nar- 
row. The Ikin is ferruginous, or of a reddifh brown, and marked with five black ftreaks, 
one of which runs along the back, and two on each fide. Their food confifis of all 
forts of com, as rye, barley, wheat, maize, and of acorns, nuts, &c. They gather their 
winter provifions in autumn, like the common grey fquirrels, and keep them in their 
holes under ground. If they get into a granary, they do as much mifehief as mice and 
rats. It has often been obferved that if, after eating rye, they come to fome wheat, 
they throw up the former, which they do not like lb well as the wheat, in order to fill 
their belly with the latter. When the maize is reaped in tfie fields, they are very bufy 
in biting off the ears, and filling the pouches in their mouth with corn, fo that their 
checks are quite blown up. With this booty they haflen into the Doles which they 
have made in the ground. 

As a Swede was making a mill-dyke, pretty late iq autumn, he employed for that 
purpofe the foil of a%cighbouring hill, and mefwith a hole on a fubterraneous walk 
belonging to thefe fquirrels : he followed it for fome time, and difeovered a walk on 
one fide like a branch, parting from the chief ftem : it was near two feet long, and at 
its end was a quantity of choice acorns of the vi''hite oak, which the little careful animal 
had fiored up for winter. Soon after he found another walk on the fide like the for- 
mer, but containing a fine ftorc of maize : the next had hiccory nuts, and the lafl: 
and mod: hidden one contained fome excellent chefnuts, which might have filled 
two hats. 

In winter thefe fquirrels are feldom feen, for during that fcafon they live in their 
fubterraneous holes, upon the provifions which they have ftored up there. However 
pn a very fine and clear day they fometimes come out. They frequently dig through 
the ground, into cellars in which the country people lay up their apples, which they 
partly eat, and partly fpoil, fo that the mafl:er has little or nothing left. They hqpdic 
the maize (lores full as roughly as the apples. But the cats are their great enemies, 
who devour them and bring them home to their young ones: their fielh is not eaten by 
men, and their (kin is not made ufe of. 

Of all the fquirrels in the country, thefe are the mod difficult to be tamed ; for, 
though they be caught very young, yet it is dangerous to touch them with naked hands, 
as they bite very (harp when one is not aware of them. Many boys, who had lofi a 
deal of time in trying to tame thefe fquirrels, owned that they knew of no art to make 
them quite tame ; at lead they are never fo ffir tamed as the other fpt^es. In order to 
do any thing towards taming them, they mult be caught when they are i^y final!. Some 
people kept them in that (mte in a cage, becaufe they looked very pretty. 

i^ftall take another opportunity of fpeafcing of the black and ferruginous fquirrels, 
„which likewife inhabit this countiry. 

Nov. 
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Kov* 4 5 )ch. In tile ntbnwie I returned to l^ladelphia. Mr. Cock told 
and on fome other occtfions afterwards, an acddeht which hs^pened to hitn> and 
ieemed greatly to confinn a peculiar fign of an imminent hurricane. He failed to the 
Weft Inmes in a fmall yacht, and had an old man on board, who had for a confiderable 
(ailed in this fea. The old man founding the depth, called to the mate to tell Mr. 
Cock to launch the boats immediately, and to put a fuffiqcnt number of men into them,' 
in order to tow the yacht during the ctlm, that they might reach the ifland before 
them, as foon as podible, as within twenty>four hours there would be a ftrong hurricane. 
Mr. Cock aiked him what reafons he had to think fo ; the bid man replied, that on 
founding, he faw the lead in the water at a diftance of many fathoms more than he had 
feen it before ; and that therefore the water was become clear all of a hidden, which he 
looked upon as a certain fign of an impending hurricane in the fea. Mr. Cock likewife 
faw the cxccllivc cleamefs of the water. He therefore gave immediate orders for 
launching the boat, and towing the yacht, fo that they arrived before night in a fafe 
harbour. But before they had quite reached it the waves began to rife more and more, 
and the water was as it were boiling, though no wind was perceptible. In the enfuing 
night the hurricane came on, and raged with fuch violence, that not only many (hips 
w'erc loft, and the roofs were torn off from the houfes, but even Mr. Cock’s yacht and 
other (hips, though they were in fafe harbours, were by the w'ind, and the violence of 
the fea, wafhed fo far on lliore, that fcveral weeks elapfed before they could be 
got oft". 

An old Dutch (kipper faid, that he had once caught a dogfi(h in the bay of New 
York, which being cut open, had a quantity of eels in his ftomach. 

Nov. 1 8th. Mr. Bartram (hewed me an.earthen pot, which had |)een found in a 
place where the Indians formerly lived, rfl, who firft dug it out, kept greafe and fat in 
it to fmear his ftioes, boots, and all forts of leather with : Mr. Bartram bought the pot 
of that man ; it w'as yet entire and not damaged : I could perceive no glaze or colour 
upon it, but on the outfido it was very much ornamented, and upon the whole well 
U|ade. Mr. Bartram (hew'cd me fevcral pieces of broken earthen velTels which the In- 
dians formerly made ufe of. It plainly appeared in all thefe that they were not made 
of mere clay j but that different materials had been mixed with it, according to the na- 
ture of the places where they were made. Thofe Indians, for example, who lived 
near the l'ea-(horc, pounded the ftiells of fnails and mufcles, and mixed them with the 
clay. Others who lived further up in the country, where mountain cryftals could be 
found, pounded them and mixed them with their clay ; but how they proceeded in 
making the veffels, is entirely unknown : it was plain that they did not burn them much, 
for they w^erc fo foft that they might be cut in pieces with a knife : the wurkmanlhip 
however Teems to have been very good ; for at prefent they (ind whole veffels or pieces 
in the ground, which are not damaged at all, though they have lain in the ground 
above a century. Before the Europeans fettled in North America, the Indians had no 
other veffels to boil their meat in, than thefe earthen pots of their own making; but 
lince their arrival, they have always bought pots, kettles, and other nccelTary veffels, 
of the Europeans, and take no longer the pains of making (b.-ne, by winch means this 
ut is entirely loft among thetn. Such vcflcls of their own conftrucfiou are therefore a 
great rarity even ai|tbi3g the Indians. I have feen fuch old pots and pieces of them, 
confiding of a kind df'&rpentine ftone, or Linnmus's talcinfl, Syft. Nat. 3. p. 

Mr. Bartram likewife (hewed me little pieces .of a black flate, which is plentifully 
[ound in fomc parts of the river Skullkill. There are pieces to be found which are ' 
iour feet and above fquare: the colour and configuration is the fame as in the tabje 
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flate (fchiftos tabularis Linn.) Syft. Ndt. 3. p. 37., except that this is a Uttte thickd*. 
The inhabitants of the country thereabouts (in the neighbourhood of the 3 kuUkill) cover 
their roofs vrith if, Mr. Bartram alTured me, that he had feen a whole roof 
cbmpofed of four fuch flates. The rays of the fun, heat, cold, and rain do tiot ad 
upon the ftonc. 

Mr. Bartram further related, that in feveral parts of the country, caves or holes were 
. to be met with, going deep into the mountains : he had been in feveral of them, and 
had often found a number of ftalaflites, Linnaeus's ftaladites ftillatitius, Syft. Nat. 3. 
p. 183., of different dimenflons at the top: they differed -in colour, but the greateft 
curioftty was, that in fome of the caves Mr. Bartram had found ftala£lites, whofe out* 
ward fide was as it were wreathed from top to bottom : he had fent fume pieces of it to 
London, and had none at prefent. 

Nov. 20th. This morning I fet out in company of a friend, on a journey to Rac* 
coon in New Jerfey, where many Swedes live, who have their own church. We had 
three miles to go before we came to the ferry which was to bring us over the Delaware. 
The country here was very low in fome places: the plains on the banks of the river 
were overflowed at every high water or flowing of the tide, and at the ebbing they were 
left dry again. However the inhabitants of the country hereabouts made ul'e of this 
plain : for that purpofc they had in feveral places thrown up walls or dykes of earth 
towards the river, to prevent its overflowing the plains, which they made ufe of as 
meadows. On them the, water-beeches (platanus occidentalis Linn.) were planted in 
great numbers on both (ides the road, quite clofe together : thefe in fnmnier afford a 
plcafant fliade, on account of the abundance and flze of their leaves, and make the 
road extremely delightful, as it refembles ^ fine fliadjr walk. The Delaware has nearly 
the fame breadt* here which it has neai^Philaaelphia. Near the place where the 
ferry is to be met with, feveral pretty houfes were built on both fides, where travellers 
might get all kinds of refrefliment. On our journey from Penfylvania to New Jerfey, 
we were brought over the Delaware in a ferry belonging to the Penfylvania-men j but 
on our return we were obliged to take the ferry belonging to the New Jerfey fide. 
As foon as we had croffed the river, we were in a different province ; for the Delaware 
makes the divifion between Penfylvania and New' Jerfey, fo that every thing to the weft 
of it belongs to the former, and all to the eaft, to the latter province. Both thefe pro- 
vinces have in moft things ditforent laws, and their peculiar coin. 

We now purfued our journey further, and foon obferved that the country on this 
fide appeared very diflerent from that on the other ; for in Penfylvania the ground 
confifts of more clay and black mould, and is very fertile ; but in New Jerfey it is more 
fandy and very poor, fo that the horfes went very deep in fand in feveral parts of the 
road. Near the place where we were brought over, and a little way along the Ihore, ' 
was a thick fir wood : the trees were not very high, but in their greateft vigour : be- 
tween them appeared now and then a low buih of oak. But after travelling about 
three Englifti miles, the fir wood ended, and wc faw no more trees of this kind till we 
came to the church in Raccoon. In all the parts of Penfylvania where I have been, 
I have found few fir woods ; on the other hand, they are abundant in New Jerfey, 
and efpecially in the lower part of that province. We afterwards foimd all the day 
long no other trees than fuch as have deciduous leaves ; moft of thefe were oaks of 
different forts, and of confifh^rablc height, but they ftood every where far enough afun- 
der to admit a chaife to pafs through the wood without any inconvenience, there being 
feldom any Ihrubs or underwood i^tween the trees, to obftruft the way. In feveral 
places flowed a fmall rivulet. '1 he country was commonly plain, but fometimes formed 
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a few hills with an eafy dedivi^, though no high mountuns appeared, aiui in a few 
places we found Ibme ftnall ftonea not bigger than aiift. Single farm-Houfes were 
fcattered in the country, and in one place only was a fmall village : the country 
yet more covered with forells than cultivated, and we were for die greated part alanys 
in a wood. • 

This day and the next we paiTed feveral kills, or fmall rivulets, which flowed out of 
the country into the Delaware with no great defcent nor rapidity. When the tide 
came up in the Delaware, it likewife rofe in fome of thefe rivulets a good way j for- , 
merly they mud have fprcad to a confldcrable breadth by the flowing of the tide, but * 
at prefent there were meadows on their banks, formed by throwing up drong dykes as 
clofe as polfible to the water, to keep it from overflowing. Such dykes were made 
along all rivers here to confine their water ; therefore when the tide was highed, the 
water in the rivers was much higher than the meadows ; in the dykes were gates 
through which the water can be drawn from, or led into the meadows ; they were 
fometimes placed on the outward fide of the wall, fo that the water in the meadows 
forced it open, but the river water fhut it. 

In the evening we came into the houfe of a Swede, called Peter Rambo, and wc 
daid the night at his houfe. 

The pines which we had feen to-day, and which I have mentioned before, were of that 
kind which has double leaves and oblong cones, covered with aculcated fcales. The 
Englifli to didinguifh it call it the Jerfey pine : commonly there were only two fpincs 
or leaves in one iafcicle, as in our common Swedifh pines, but fometimes three ; the 
cones had long fpines fo that they were difficult to be touched. Thefe pines look at 
a diftance wholly like the Swedif^t ones, fo that if the cones were not regarded, they 
might eafily be taken for the fame fpeefes. Of thefe pines they nriike a great quantity 
of tar, of which 1 fhall fpeak in the fequel ; but as moft them are but fmall, they are 
good for nothing elfe^ for if they be employed as pufls, or poles in the ground, they 
are in a fhort time rendered ufelefs by rotting ; as foon as they are cut down the 
> worms are very greedy of them ; they foon eat through the wood, and only a few 
weeks after it is cut down ; however it is made ufe of as fuel, where no other wood is 
to be got, in feveral places they make charcoal of it, as 1 intend to mention in the 
fequel. There is another thing which deferves notice, in regard to thefe trees, and 
which feveral people befides myfelf have experienced. In the great heat of the fum* 
mer, the cattle like to /land in the fliade of thefe trees, preferably to that of the oak, 
hiccory, walnut, water-beech, and other trees of this kind, whofe foliage is very thick ; 
and when the cattle find the latter with the former, they always choofe to ftand under * 
the firs and pines, though the other trees with annual deciduous leaves could afford a 
better lhade ; and if there be but a fingle pme in the wood, as many cattle from the 
herd as can ftand under it throng to it. Some people would infer from hence, that 
the refinous exhalations of thefe trees were beneficial to the cattle, and which made 
them more inclined to be near firs and pines than any other trees. 

The fpoon-tree, which never grows to a great height, wc faw this day in feveral 
places. The Swedes here have called it thus becaufe the Indians, who formerly lived 
in thefe provinces, ufed to make thdr fpoons and trowels of the wood of this tree. 
In my cabinet of .laatural curiofitics I have a fpoon made of this wood by an Indian, 
who has killed many ftags and other animals on the very fpot where Philadelphia after- 
wards was built ; for in his time that fpofi^viras yet covered with trees and fhrubs. The 
Engliih call this tree a laurel, becaufe its leaves refemble thofe of the laurocerafps. 
Dr. linnaeus, conformable to the peculiar fri^dlhip and goodnefs which he has 
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always honoured me with, has been pleafed to call this tree kalniiafolusovatis, corynv 
his terminalibus, or kalmia latifolia. It fuccceds bed on the fide of hilk, efpecially on 
the north fide, where a brook pafles by ; therefore on meeting with fome ueep places 
(on liills) towards a brook, or with a fteep Ade of a hill towards a marfh, you are fure 
to And the kalmia. But it frequently ftands mixed among beech-trees. The higher 
the kalmias ftand on the north Ade of a mountain the lefs they grow : 1 have feen 
them not only in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but even in New York, but there they 
are more fcarce : I never found them beyond the forty-fecond degree of north latitude, 
though I took ever fo great care to look for them : they have the quality of pre« 
ferving their fine green leaves throughout winter, fo that when all other trees have 
loft their omamentvS, and ftatul quiit; naked, thefe chear the woods with their green 
foliage. About the month of May they begin to flower in thefe parts, and then their 
beauty rivals that of moft of the known trees in nature ; the flowers are innumerable, 
and At in great bunches. Before they open they have a fine red colour, but as they 
are expanded the fun bleaches them, fo that fome are quite white ; many preferve the 
colour of rofes. Their fiiape is Angular, for they refemble a crater of the ancients : 
their feent however is none of the moft agreeable. In fome places it was cuftomary to 
adorn the churches on Chriftmas-day or Newyear's-day with the Ane branches of this 
tree, which are then thick covered with leaves. 

But thefe trees are known for another remarkable quality : their leaves are poifon 
to fome animals, and food /or others : experience has tauglit the people that when 
Ihecp eat of thefe leaves, they either die immediately, or fall very Ack, and recover with 
great difliculty. The young and more tender flieep are killed by a fmall portion, but 
the elder ones can ^ear a ftrongcr dofe. Yqt this fcvjd will likewife prove mortal to 
them, if they take Vo much of it : the fame noxious effect it fliews in regard to calves 
which eat too much of the leaves ; they cither die, or do not recover eaAly. I can 
remember, that in the autumn of the year 1748, fome calves eafof the leaves, but fell 
very Ack, fwolled, foamed at the mouth, and could hardly ftand ; however they were 
cured by giving them gunpowder and other medicines : the Iheep arc moft expofed to 
be tempted by thefe leaves in winter ; for, after having been kept in ftables lor fome 
months, they are grcctly of all greens, efpecially if the fnow Hill lies upon the fields, 
and therefore the green but poifonous leaves of the kalmia are to them very tempting. 
Horfes, oxen, and cows, which have eaten them, have likewife been very ill after the 
meal, and though none of them ever died of eating thefe leaves, yet moll people be- 
lieved, that if they took too great a portion of them, death would certainly be the refult j 
for it has been obl'erved that when thefe animals only eat fmall quantities, yet they 
fufier great pains. On the other hand, the leaves of the kalmia are the food of flags, 
when the fnow covers the ground, and hides all other proviAons from them. Therefore, 
if they be fliot in winter, their bowels are found Ailed with thefe leaves ; and it is very 
extraordinary, that if thole bowels are given to dogs, they become quite ftupid, and 
as it were drunk, and often fall fo Ack that they feem to be at the point of death ; but 
the people who have eaten the venifon have not felt the leaft indifpoAtion. The leaves 
of the kahnia are likewife the winter food of thofe birds, which the Swedes in North 
America call hazel-hens, and which ftay here all winter, for when they are killed, their 
crop is found quite Ailed with them. 

The wood of the kalmia is very hard, and fome people on that account make the 
axis of their pullies of it. Weavers* fhuttlcs^re chiefly made of it, and the weavers 
ars of opinion, that no wood in this country is better for this purpofe ; for it is compafl:, 
may be made very fmooth, and does not eaAly crack or burft. The joiners and turners 
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here employ it in malrag all kinds of work which requires the heft wood {' they chiefly 
ufe the root becaufe it is quite yellow: the wood has a very luitable hardtiieis kiid 
finenefs, and from the centre fpreads, as it were, fmall rays, which are at ibme di|bu^ 
from each other. When the leaves of the kalmia are thrown into the Are, they maltA 
a crackling like fait. The chimney-fweepers make brooms in winter of the branches 
with the leaves on them, flnee they cannot get others in that feafon. In the Aimmdr 
of the year 1750, a certain kind of worms devoured the leaves of alnioft all the trees 
in Penlylvania ; yet they did not venture to attack the leaves of the kalmia. Some 
people aflerted, that when a fire happened in the woods it never went further as foon * 
as it came to the kalmias or fpoon-trees. 

• Nov. at ft. The Swedes and all the other inhabitants of the country plant great 
quantities of maize, both for themfelvcs and for their cattle. It was aflerted that it is 
the beft food for hogs, becaufe it makes them very fat, and gives their flefli ait agreeable 
fitw^r, preferable to all other other meat. I have given in two diflertations upon this 
laiikd^of corn to the Swedifh Royal Academy of Sciences, which ftand in their Memoirs 
for 1751 and 1753. 

The wheels of the carts which arc here made ufe of, are compofed of two different 
kinds of wood. The fellies were made of what is called the Spanifh oak, and the 
fpokes of the white oak. ^ 

'J'he faffafras-tree grows every where in this place. I have already obferved feveral 
particulars in regard to it, and intend to add a few more here. On throwing fome of 
the wood into the fire it caufes a crackling as fait does. The wood is made ufe of for 
polls belonging to the inclofures, for it is faid to laft a long time in the ground : but it 
is likewife faid, that there is hjgrdly any. kind of wood w'hich i%,piore attacked by 
worms than this when it is expofed to the air without cover ; anc^mat in a fliort time 
it is quite worm-eaten through and through. The Swedes related, that the Indians, 
who formerly inhabited thefc parts, made bowls of it. On cutting fome part of the 
fafi'afras-tree, or its Ihoots, and holding it to the nofe, it has a ftrong but pleafant fmell. 
'>Some people peel the root, and boil the peel with the beer which they are brewing, 
becaufe they believe it wholefome ; for the fame rcafon, the peel is put into brandy, 
cither whilil it is dillilling, or after it is made. 

An old Swede remembered that his mother cured many people of the dropfy by a 
a dccoftion of the root of faflafras in water, drank every morning ; but fhe ufed, at the 
fame time, to cup the patient on the feet. The old man aflured me, he had often feen 
people cured by this means, who had been brought to his mother wrapped up in , 
llieets. 

When a part of a wood is deftined for cultivation the faflafras-trees are commonly 
left upon it, becaufe they have a very thick foliage, and afford a cool lhade to the 
cattle dunng the great heats. Several of the Swedes walh and fcour the velfels in 
which they intend to keep cyder, beer, or brandy, with water in which the faflafras 
root or its peel has been boiled ; which they think renders all thofe liquors more 
wholefome. Some people get their bed-pofts made of faflafras wood, in order to 
expel the bugs ; for its ftrong feent, it is faid, prevents thofe vermin from fettling in 
them. For two or three years together this has the defired cfle^l, or about as long 
as the wood keeps its ftrong aromatic fmell ; but after that time it has been obferved to 
lofe its effefl. A joiner Ihewed me a bed which he had made for himfelf, the pods of 
which were of faflafras wood, but as it was ten or twelve years old, there were fo 
many bugs, in it that it feemed likely they would not let him fleep peaceably. Sorao 
Englifhmen related, that fome years ago it had been culloinary in London to drink a 
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Idnd of tea of the flowers of fafiafrast becaufe it was looked upon as very falutaw ; hut 
upon recolleffing that the feme potion was much ufed againft the venerral difeafe it was 
fooiMeft off, left thofe that ufed it fliould be looked upon as infeaed with that difeafe. 
In Penfylvania fome people put chips of feffafras into their chefts, where they keep 
all forts of v^oollen ftufFs, in order to expel the moths (or larvsi or caterpillars of 
moths or times) which commonly fettle in them in fummer. The root keeps its fmell 
for a long while : I have feen one which had ladn five or fix years in the drawer of a 

table, and ftillprefervcd the ftrength of its fcent. . , , r. , 

A Swede, named Rambo, related that the Indians formerly dyed all forts of leather 
red with the bark of the chefnut oak. , . 

l^Tov. a 2d. Aoke Helm was one of ihc moft confiderable Swedes in this place, and 
his father came over jnto this country along with the Swedifli gov^or Prince ; he 
Was upwards of feventy years of age. This old man told us, that in hisyoulh there 
was grafs in the woods, which grew very clofe, and was every where two feet high ; 
but that it was fo much leffened at prefent that the cattle hardly find food enough, and 
that therefore four cows now give no more milk than one at that time j but the caufes 
of this alteration are eafy to find. In the younger years of old Helm, the country 
was little inhabited, and hardly the tenth part of the cattle kept which is at prefent; 
a cow had therefore as much food at that time as ten now. have. Further, moft kinds 
of grafs here are annual, and do not for feveral years together Ihoot up from the fame 
root, as our Swedifli grafles : they muft fow tnemfelves “every year, becaufe the laft 
year’s plant dies away every autumn. The great numbers of cattle hinder this fowing, 
as the grafs is eaten before it can produce flowers and fruit. We need not therefore 
wonder that the gj^s is fo thin on fields, hills, and-paftures in thefe provinces. This 
is likewife the redlOT why travellers in New Jerfey, Penfylvania, and Maryland, find 
many difficulties, efpecially in winter, to get forwards with their own horfes, for the 
grafs in thefe provinces is not very abundant, becaufe the cattle eat it before it can 
bring feeds : but more to the north, as in Canada, are a fufficient quantity of perennial 
grafles ; fo wifely has the Creator regulated every thing. ^ The^ cold parts of the earth 
naturally bring forth a more durable grafs, becaufe the inhabitants want more hay to 
feed their cattle with, on account of the length of the winter. The fouthern provinces 
again have lefs perennial grafs, as the cattle may be in the fields all the winter. How- 
ever careful eeconomifts have got feeds of perennial grafles from England,^ and other 
European ftates, and fowed it in their meadows, where they feem to thrive exceed- 
ingly well. 

'I'he perfimon (diofpyros Virginiana) was pretty common here: I have already men- 
tioned it before, but I intend now to add fome more particulars. Some of^ its fruits 
began to ripen and to become fit for eating about this time, for they always ripen very 
late in autumn, and then the people eat them like other* fruit : they are very fweet and 
glutinous, yet have a little aftringency : I frequently ufed to eat a great quantity of 
them, without feeling thfe leaft inconvenience. From the perfimon feveral Engliflimen 
and Swedes brew a very palatable liquor in the following manner. As foon as the 
fruit is ripe, a fufficient quantity is gathered, which is very eafy, as each tree is well 
flocked with them. Thefe perfimon apples are ^ut into a dough of whrat or other 
flour, formed into cakes, and put into an oven, in which they continue till they are 
quite baked, and fuffidently dry, when they are taken out again : then, in order to 
brew the liquor, a pot full of water is put on the fire, and fome of the cakes are put 
Aih ; thefe become foft by degrees as the water grows warm, and crumble Jn pieces at 
laft » the pot is then taken trom the fire, and the water in it well ftirred about, that 
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the cakes may mix vrith it : this is then poured mto another vefier, and they continue 
to fteep and break as many cakes as are neceflary for a brewing; the mah then 
infufed, and they proceed as ufual with the brewing. Beer thus prepared is reckpsed 
much preferable to other beer. They likewife make brandy of this fruit in the folloiiW' 
ing manner j having coUeded a fufficient quantity of perlimons in autumn, they are all 
together put into a veflel, where they lie for a week till they are quite foft ; then thev 
pour water on them, and in that ftate they are left to ferment of themfelvus, without 
promoting the fermentation by any addition. The brandy is then made in the common 
way, and is faid to be very good, efpecially if grapes (in particular of the fweet fort) , 
which are wild in the woods, be mixed with the perlimon fruit. Some perlimons are 
ripe at the end of September, but mofl: of them later, and fome not before November 
and December, when the cold firft overcomes their acrimony. The wood of this tree is 
very good for joiners’ inftruments, fuch as planes, handles to^hiflels, &c., but if after 
being cut down, it lies expofed to funlhine and rain, it is the firfl; wood which rots, and 
in a year’s time there is nothing left but what is ufelefs. When the perfimon trees get 
once into a field they are not eafilygot out of it again as they fpread fo much. I was 
told, that if you cut off a branch, and put it into the ground, it ftrikes root j but in 
very ftrong winters thefe trees often die by froft, and they, together with the peach* 
trees, bear cold the leaft of any. 

Nov. 23d. Several kinds of gourds and melons are cultivated here : they have 
partly been originally cultivated by the Indians, and partly brought over by Europeans. 
Of the gourds there was a kind which were crooked at ’the end, and oblong in general, 
and therefore they were called crooked necks (crocknacks) ; they keep almoft all 
winter. There is yet another fpecies of gourds which have the fame quality ; others 
again are cut in pieces or flips,' draum’upon thread, and dried ; jjj^ey keep all the year 
long, and are then boiled or Hewed. All forts of gourds are prepared for eating in 
difierent manners, as is likewife cuftomary in Sweden. Many farmers have a whole 
field of gourds. 

Squalhes are a kind of gourds, which the Europeans got from the Indians, and I 
have already mentioned them before. They are eaten boiled, either with flefh or by 
thcmfelves. In the firft cafe, they are put on the edge of the dilh round the meat, 
they require little care, for into whatever ground they are fown, they grow in it and 
fucceed well. If the feed is put into the fields in autumn it brings fquaihes next Ipring,. 
though during winter it has I'uffered from froft, fnow, and wet. 

The calibalhes are likewife gourds, which are planted in quantities by the Swedes 
and other inhabitants, but they are not fit for eating, and are made ufe of for making 
all forts of vefl'els ; they are more tender than the fquaflies, for they do not always 
ripen here, and only when the weather is very warm. In order to make vefl'els of 
them, they are firft dried well ; the feeds, together with the pulpy and fpungy matter 
in which they lie, are afteifw'ards taken out and thrown away ; the fliclls are feraped 
very clean within, and then great fpoons or ladles, funnels, bowls, diflies, and the 
like, may be made of them ; they are particularly fit for keeping feeds of plants in^ 
which are to be fent over fea, for they keep their power of ‘vegetating much longer, 
if they be put in calibalhes, than by any other means. Some people ferape the outfidc 
of the calibalhes before they are opened, dry them afterwards, and then clean them 
within ; this makes them as hard as bones : they are fonietimes walked, fo that they 
always keep their white colour. 

Mod; of the farmers in this country fow buck- wheat in the nuddle of July : it muft 
not be fown later, for in that cafe the froft ruins it j but if it be fown bdbre Jdly, it 
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flowers aH the fbmmer longil bat the flowers drop, and no feed is 'generated. Some 
- people' plough the ground twice where they intend to fow buck«wheat ; others plough 
it only once, about two weeks before they fow it. As foon as it is fown the field is 
harrowed. It has been found by experience, that in a wet year buck-wheat has been 
inoft likely to fucceed r it Hands on the fields till the frofl comes on. When the crop 
is favourable, they get twenty, thirty, and even forty bufhels from one. The Swedifh 
churchwarden RagniHbn, in whofe houfe we were at this time, had got fuch a crop : 
they make buck-wheat cakes and pudding. The cakes are commonly made in the 
V inoming, and are baked in a fr5ring-pan, or on a ftone : are buttered and then eaten 
with tea or coffee, infliead of toafted bread with butter, or toad, which the Englifh 
commonly eat at breakfaft. The buck-wheat cakes arc very good, and are likewife 
ufual at Philadelphia and in other Pmglifli colonies, efpccially in winter. Buck-wheat 
is an excellent food for^Jowls ; they eat it greedily, and lay more eggs than they do 
with other food ; hogs are likewife fattened with it. Buck-wheat draw is of no ufe ; 
it is therefore left upon the field, in the places where it has been thraflied, or it 
is fcattered in the orchards, in order to ferve as a manure by putrifying. Neither 
cattle nor any other animal will eat of it, except in the greated neceffity, when the 
fnow covers the ground, and nothing elfe is to be met with. But though buck- 
wheat is fo common in the Englifh colonies, yet the French had no right notion of it 
in Canada, and it was never cultivated among them. * 

Towards night we found fome glow-worms in the wood : their body was linear, 
confiding of eleven articulations, a little pointed before and behind ; the length from 
head to tail was five and a half geometrical lines ; the colour was brown, and the 
articulations joined in the fame manner as In the onifei or woodlice. 'Jl'he antennae, 
or feel-horns, were fhort and filiform, or thread-fhaped ;* and the feet were fadened 
to the foremod articulations of the body : when the infetl creeps, its hindmod 
articulations are dragged on the ground, and help its motion. The extremity of the 
tail contains a matter which Ihines in the dark, with a green light : the infe^ could 
draw it in, fo that it was not vifible. It had rained confidcrably all day, yet they 
crept in great numbers among the bufhes, fo that the ground feemed as it were /own 
with dars. 1 fhall in the fequel have occafion to mention another kind of infers or 
^ flies which (hine in the dark, when flying in the air. 

Nov. 24th. Holly, or ilex aquifolium, grows in wet places, fcattered in the fored, 
and belongs to the rare trees : its leaves are green both in fummer and in winter. 
The Swedes dry its leaves, bruife them in a mortar, boil them in fmall beer, and take 
them againd the pleurify. 

Red is dyed with Brazil wood, and likewife with a kind of mofs, which grows on the 
trees here ; blue is dyed with indigo ; but to get a black colour, the leaves of the 
common field forrel (rumex acetofella) arc boiled with the duff to be dyed, which is 
then dried, and boiled again with logwood and copperas : the black colour thus pro- 
duced is faid to be very durable. , The people fpiq and weave a great part of their 
every day’s apparel, and dye them in their houfes. Flax is cultivated by many people, 
and fucceeds very well, but the ufe of hemp is not very common. 

Rye, wheat, and buck-wheat arc cut with the fickle, but oats are mown with a 
feythe. The fickles which are here made ufe of are long and narrow, and their fharp 
.edges have clofe teeth on the inner fide. The field lies fallow during a year, and in 
that time the cattle may graze on it. 

AH the iinhabitants of this place, from the highed to the lowed, have each their 
circhdrd, which is greater or lefs according to their wealth. The trees in it arc chiefly 
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peach trees, apple trees, and cheny trees : compare with this what I hare ali^dy faid 
upon this fubjeft before. 

A little before noon we left this place, and continued our journey, paft the Swedifii 
church in Raccoon, to Peils groves. The country on the fides of this road is very 
Tandy in many places, and pretty' near level. Here and there appear Angle farms, 
yet they are very fcarce ; and large extenfive pieces of ground are ftill covered with 
forefis, which chiefly confift of feveral fpccics of oak and hiccory. However, we 
could go with eafe through thefe woods, as there are few bulhes (or under-wood) , 
and ftones to be met with. It was not only eafy to ride in every part tJf the wood 
on horfcback, but even in moft places there was fufHcicnt room for a fmall coach 
or a cart. 

Nov. * 25 th. During my ftay at Raccoon, at this time and all the enfuing winter, I 
endeavoured to get the moll information from the old Swedes fclating to the inerCafe 
,of land, and the dccreafe of water in thefe parts ; I fliall therefore infert the anfwers 
here, which 1 have received to my qucltions. They are as I got them ; and I fliall 
only throw in a few' remai lts wiiich may ferve to explain things : the reader therefore 
Is left at liberty to draw his own inferences and couclulions. 

One of the Swedes called King, who was above fifty years of age, was convinced 
that about this time the little lakes, brooks, fpriugs, and rivers, had much lefs water 
than they had when he wa'S a boy. He could mention fevci al lakes on which the 
jieople went in large boats in his youth, and had fufficiityit water even in the hottefl: 
j'lmuncrs ; but now they were either entirely dried up, or for the greatell part ; and 
in the latter cafe, all the water was loft in fummor. He had himfelf feen the fifli 
dying in them; and he was apt tc^ believe, that at this time it did not rain fo much in 
fummer as it did when he was young. One of his relations, who lived about eight 
miles from the river Delaware, on a hill near a rivulet, had got a well dug in his court 
yard ; at the depth of forty feet they found a quantity of fiiclls of oyfters and 
luul'cles, and likewil’e a great quantity of reed and pieces of broken branches. I 
alked to what caulestliey aferibed what they had difeovered, and I w'as aiifwered, thiit 
fomp people believed thefe things had lain there ever fince the deluge, and others, that 
the ground incrcafed. 

Peter Rambo, a man who was near fixty years of age, aflured me, that in feveral 
places at Raccoon, where wells had been dug, or any other work carried deep into the 
ground, he had feen great quantities of mufcle ihells and other marine animals. On 
digging wells, the people have fometimes met with logs of wood at the depth of twenty 
feet, foine of which were petrified, and others as it were burnt. They once found a 
great fpoon in the ground at this depth. probable, that the burnt 

wood which has been thus dug up was only blackened by a fubterrancous mineral 
vapour ? People however have concluded from this, that America has had inhabitants 
before the deluge. This man (Peter Rambo),further told me, that bricks had been 
found deep in the groupd ; but may iiQl the brick-coloured clay (of which the ground 
here chiefly confifts, and which is a mixture of cLy and fand) in a hard ftate have had 
the appearance of bricks ? 1 have feen fuch hardened clay, which at firft fight is eafily 
miftaken for brick. He likewife afferted, that the water in rivers was ftill as high as it 
ufed to be, as far back as memory could reach j but little lakes, ponds, 4nd waters in 
marfties are vifibly decreafed, and many of them dried up. 

Maons Keen, a Swede, above feventy years old, aflerted, that, on digging r well, 
he had feen, at the depth of forty feet, a great piece of chefnut'wood, togctHS- wkl.' 
roots and ttalks of reed, and a clayey earth like that which commonly covers the 
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fiiores of falt'Water bays and coves. This clay had a fimilar fmell and a tafte. 
Maons Keen, and leveral other people, inferred from hence, that the whole country, 
where 'Raccoon and Penn*s neck are fituated, was ancienfly quite overflowed by the 
fea. They likewife knew, that, at a great depth in the ground, fuch a trowel as the 
Indians make ufe of, had been found. 

Sven Lock, and Williatn Cobb, both above fifty years of age, agreed, that in many 
places hereabouts, where wells had been dug, they had feen a great quantity of reed, 

' moftly rotten, at the depth of twenty or thirty feet and upwards. 

As Cobb made a well for himfelf, the workmen, after digging twenty feet deep, 
came upon fo thick a branch that th^ could not get forwards till it was cut in two 
places; the wood was flill very hard. It is very common to And, near the furface of 
the earth, quantities of all forts of leaves not quite putrified. On making a dyke 
fome years ago, along the river on which the church at Raccoon flands ; and for that 
purpofe cutting through a bank, it was found quite full of oyfler fhells, though this 
place is above a hundred and twenty Englifh miles from the nearefi fea fhore. Thefe 
men, and all the inhabitants of Raccoon, concluded from this circumflance (of thdr 
own accord, and without being led to the thought) that this trad of land was a part 
of the fea many centuries ago. They likewife afferted, that many little lakes, which in 
their youth were full of water, even jn thchottefl feafon,,now hardly formed a narrow 
brook in fummer, except after heavy rains ; but it did not appear to them that the 
rivers had loft any water. • 

Aoke Helm found (on digging a well) firfl fand and little ftones, to the depth of 
eight feet ; next a pale>coloured clay, and then a black one. At the depth of fifteen 
feet he found a piece of hard wood, and feveral pieces of mundick or pyrites. He 
told me, that he knew feveral places in the Delaware, where the people went in boats 
when he was young, but which at prefent were changed into little iflands, fome 'of 
which were near an Englifh mile in length. Thefe iflands derive their origin from a 
fand or bank in the river ; on this the water wafhes fome clay, in which rufhes come 
up, and thus the refl is generated by degrees. 

On a meeting of the oldeft Swedes in the parifh of Raccoon, I obtained the fol- 
lowing anfwers to the queflions which I afked them on this account. Whenever they 
dig a well in this neighbourhood, they always And, at the depth of twenty or thirty 
feet, great numbers of oyfler fhells and clams : the latter arc, as was above-men- 
tioned, a kind of large fhells, which are found in bays, and of which the Indians 
make their money. In many places, on digging wells, a quantity of rufhes and reeds 
have been found aimoft wholly undamaged ; and once on fuch an occafion a whole 
bundle of flax was brought up, found between twenty and thirty feet under ground r 
it feemed as little damaged as if it had been lately put under ground : all looked at 
it with aflonifhment, as it was beyond conception hOw it could get there ; but I be- 
lieve the good people faw fome American pUnts, fuch as the wild Virginian flax, or 
linum Vir^inianum, and the antirrhinum Caiadenfe, which look very like common 
flax ; yet it is remarkable that the bundle was really tied together. The Europeans, 
on their arrival in America, found our common flax neither growing wild nor cul- 
tivated by the Indians, how then could this bundle get into the ground ? Can it be 
fuppofed, that paft ages have feen a nation here, fo early acqusunted with the ufe of 
flax ? I would rather abide by the opinion, that the above American plants, or other 
^fimtla|fOne$, have been taken for flax. Charcoal 'knd fire-brands have often been 
'found under ground. The Swedifh church-warden, Eric Ragnilfon, told me that he4 
had feen a quantity of them, which had been brought up at the digging of a well : 
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Ml fuch occafi^’ people have often found (at the depth of between tweiily and 
fifty feet) gmt branches ^d blocks. There were fome fpots where, twenty- feet 
under the furfiure of the earth, the people had found fuch trowels as the^ftidians 
ufe : from thefe obfervations they all concluded, that this trad: of land had formerly 
been the bottom of the fea. It is to be obferved, that moft of the wells which have 
hitherto been made, have been dug in new fettlements, where the wood was yet 
Handing, and had probably ftood for centuries together. From the obfervations 
which have hitherto been mentioned, and to which 1 fhall add fimilar ones in the 
fequel, we may, with a confiderable degree of certainty, conclude that a great part* 
of the province of New Jerfey, in ages unknown to pofterity, was part of the bot- 
tom of the fea, and was afterwards formed by the ihme and mud, and the many 
other things which the river Delaware carries down along with it, ftrom the upper 
parts of the country : however. Cape May feems to give fome occafion for doubts, 
of which I fhall fpeak in the fequel. 

Nov. ayth. The American ever*greens are, 

1. Ilex aquifolium, holly. 

а. Kalmia latifolia, the fpoon tree. 

3. Kalmia anguftirolia, another fpccies of it. 

4. Magnolia glauca, the beaver tree. The young trees of this kind only keep 
their leaves, the others drop them. 

5. Vifcutn album, or milletoe : this commonly grows* upon the nyfla aquatica, or 
tupelo tree, upon the liquidambar ftyracifiua, or fweet gum tree, the oak and lime 
tree, fo that their whole fummits were frequently quite green in winter. 

б . Myrica cerifera, or the»cahdleberry tree: 01 this however only fome of the 
youngefl fhrubs preferve fome leaves, but moft of them had already loft them. 

7. Pinus abies, the pine. 

8. Pinus fylveftris, the fir. 

9. CuprefTus thyoides, the white cedar. 

10. Juniperus Virginiana, the red cedar. 

Several oaks and other trees dropt thrir leaves here in winter, which however keep 
them ever*green, a little more to the fouth, and in Carolina. 

Nov. 30th. It has been obferved, that the Europeans in North America, whether 
they were bom in Sweden, England, Germany, or Holland ; or in North America, 
of European parents, always loft their teeth much fooner than common : the women , 
efpecially were fubjed to this difagreeable circumftance : the men did not fuffer fo 
much from it. Girls, not above twenty years old, frequently had loft half of their 
teeth,' without any hopes of getting new ones. I have attempted to penetrate into 
the caufes of this early ihedding of the teeth, but I know not whether I have hit 
upon'h true one. Many people were of opinion that the mr of this country hurt 
the teeth : fo much is certain, that 4|p weather can no where be fubjeft to more 
frequmt and fudden changes ; for the end of a hot day often turns out.piercing cold, 
and vice verfii. Yet this change of weather cannot be looked upon as having amy 
effefb upon the fhedding of the teeth, for the Indians prove the contrary : they live 
in the fame air, and always keep fine, entire white teeth : this I have teen m^felf, 
and have been aflured of by every body : others aferibe it to the great quantities of 
fruit and fweetmeats which are%ere eaten. But I have known many people who 
‘ never eat any fruit, and neverthelels had hardly a tooth left. 

• 3 R a I then 
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1 then began to fufpc£t the tei, which is drank here in the moming and afternoon, 
efpecially by women, and is fo common at prefcnt, that there is hardly a farmer^s wife, 
or a poor woman, who does tfet drink tea in the morning : 1 was conBrmed in this 
opinion, when I took a journey through fome parts of the country which were ftill in- 
habited by Indians. For Major General Jolmfon told me at that time, that feveral of 
the Indians, who lived clofe to the European fetilcments, had learnt to drink tea. And 
it has been obftrved, that fuch of the Indian women, as ufed themfclves too much to 
^ this liquor, had, in the fame manner as the European women, loft their teeth prematiire- 
' ly, though they had formerly been quite found. Thofe again, w'ho had not ufed tea, 
preferved their teeth ftrong and found to a great age. 

1 afterwards found, that the ufe of lea could not entirely caufc this accident. 
Several young women, who lived in this country, but were born in Europe, complained 
that they loft moft of their teeth after they came to America : I aficed, whether they did 
not think that it arofe from the frequent ufe of tea, as it was known that ftrong tea, as 
it were, enters into and corrodes the teeth ; but they anfweretl, that they had loft their 
teeth before they had began to drink tea ; but, continuing my enquiries, 1 found at laft 
a fufficient caufe to account for the lofs of their teeth : each of thefe women owned, 
that they were accuftomed to eat every thing hot, and nothing was good, in their 
opinion, unlcfs they could eat it as fall as it came from the fire. I'his is likewife the 
cafe with the wonien in the country, who lofe their teeth much fooncr and more abun- 
dantly than the men. They drink tea in greater quantity, and much oftener, in the 
morning, and even at noon, when the employment of the men will not allow thetn to 
fit at the tea-table. Befides that, the Engliflnnen care very little for tea, and a bowl of 
punch is much more agreeable to them. "Witen the Engliih Women drink tea, they 
never pour it out of the cup into the fauccr, hut drink it hot ns it is out of the former. 
The Indian women, in imitation of them, fwallow the tea in the fame manner. On the 
contrary, thofe Indians, w hofc tectii arc found, never cat any thing hot, but take their 
meat either quite cold, or only juft milk warm. 

I afkcd the Swedilh clnnch-warden in Philadcljftiia, Mr. Bengtfon, and a number of 
old Swedes, whether their parents and countrymen had likewife loft tlu'ir teeth as foon 
as the American colonifts ; but they told me that they had prel'erved them to a very 
great age. Bengtfon afl'ured me, that his father, at the age of li veniy, crackl'd peach 
Itonesand the black walnuts with his teeth, notwitidlaniling tijeir great hardnels, which 
at this time no body dares to venture at that ago. I’lns conftnns what 1 have before 
laid, for at that time the ufe of tea was not yet known in North America. 

No difeafe is more common here, than that which the Engliih call fever and ague, 
W’hich is fonietiracs quotidian, tertian, or quartan. But it ofit'U happens, that a perfon 
who has had a tertian ague, after lofing it for a week or two, gets a quotidian a'Jjue in 
its ftead, w'hich after a while again changes into a tertian. The fever commonly 
attacks the people at the end of Auguft, or beginning of September, and confmonly 
continues during autumn and winter, till towar^jppring, when it ceafes entirely. 

Strangers who arrive here commonly are attackeil by this ficknefs the Arft or fecond 
year after their arrival j and it is more violent upon them than upon the natives, fo 
that they fometimes die of it ; but if they cfcape the firft time, they have the advantage 
of not being vifti^^gain the next year, or perhaps never any more. It is commonly 
fud here, that ftr«,jjjjrs get the fever to accuftoin thetn to the climate. The natives of 
European offspring .-lave annual fits of this ague in ftitae parts of the country ; fome, 
hewever, are foon delivered from it ; with others, on the contrary, it continues for fix 
montihs together, and others are afflicted with it till they die. The Indians alfo fuffer 
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it, but not fo violently as the Europeans. No age is fecured againft it : in thole places 
where it rages annually, you fee old men and women attacked with it ; and even 
children in the cradle lometiincs not above three weeks old : it is likewife quotidian, 
tertian, or quartan, with them. This autumn the ague was more violent here than it 
commonly ufed to be. People w’ho are afllided with it look as pale as death, and are 
greatly w'eakened, but in general are not prevented from doing their work in the inter* 
vals. It is remarkable, that every year there are great parts of the country where this 
fever rages, and others where fcarce a Angle perl'on has been- taken ill. It likewife i% 
worth notice, that there are places wliere the people cannot remember that it formerly 
prevailed in their country, though at prefent it begins to grow more common : yet 
there was no other vifible diffcrcnco between the feveral places. All the old Swedes, 
Englilhmen, Germans, &c. unanimoufly atferted, that the fever had never been fo violent, 
and of fucli continuance, when they were boys, as it is at prefent. They were like^;lAfe 
generally of opinion, that about the year 1680, there were not fo many people afilhAed 
with it as about this time. However, others equally old were of opinion, that the fever 
was proporttonably as common formerly as it is at prefent ; but that it could not at that 
time be fo fenfibly perceived, on account of the fcarcity of inhabitants, and the great 
diftance of their fettlements from each other ; it is therefore probable that the effects of 
the fever have at all times Jbecn equal. 

It w'ould be difllcult to determine the true caufes of this difeafe : they feem to be 
numerous, and not always alike: fometimes, and I believe commonly, feveral of them 
unite. 1 have taken all pol&ble care to found the opinions of the phyficians here on 
that head, and I here offer them to the reader. 

Some of them think that ,thtf peculiar qualities of the air of this country caufe thisr 
fever ; but moft: of them aflert, that it is generated by the ftanding and putrid water, 
which it feenis is confirtned by experience. For it has been obferved in this country, 
that fuch people as live in the neighbourhood of tnoraffos or fvvaraps, or in places 
where a ffagnant, lUuking water is to be met with, are commonly infefted with the 
fever and ague every year, and get it more readily than others. And this chiefly hap- 
pens at a time of the year when thofe ftagnant waters are raofl: evaporated by the ex- 
ceffivc heat of the fun, and the air is filled with the moft noxious vapours. The fever 
likewife is very vdolent in all places which have a very low fituation, and where fait 
water comes up with the tide twice in twenty-four hours, and unites witli the ftagnant 
frelh water in the country. Therefore on travelling in fummer over fuch low places 
where frelh and fait water unite, the naufeous ftench arifing from thence often forces, 
the traveller to Hop his nofe. On that account moft of the inhabitants of Penn’s Neck, 
and Salem in’ New Jerfey, where the ground has the above-mentioned quality, are an- 
nually itifelted with the fever to a much greater degree than the inhabitants of the 
higher country. If an inhabitant of the higher part of the country, where tlie people 
are free from the fever, removes into the lower parts, he may be well alTured that the 
fever will attack him at the ufual timi^ and that he will get it again every year, as long 
as he continues in that country. People of the livelieft complexion, on coming into the 
low parts of the country, and continuing there tor fome time, have entirely loft their 
colour and become quite pale. However, this cannot be the foie caiife of the fever, as 
I have been iu feveral parts of the country which had a low fituation, and had ftagnant 
waters near them, where the people declared they feldoin fuftered from this fteknefs } 
but thefe places were about twf) or ihree degrees more northerly. 

Others were of opinion that diet did very much contribute toward it, and chiefly 
laid the blame upon the inconfidcrate and intemperate confumption of fruit. This is 

particularly 
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particularly die ofe the Europeans who come into America, ana are not nted to 
Its climate and hs fruit i for thofe who are bom here can bear more, yet , are not m- 
tirely free from the bad effedb of eating too much. I have heard many EngUfhmen, 
Germans, and others, fpeak from their own experience on this account i they owned, 
that they had often tried, and were certain that after eating a water melon once or twice 
before they had break&lled they would have the fever and ague in a few days after. 
Yet it is remarkable that the French in Canada told me that fevers were lefs common 
jin that country, though they confumed as many water melons as the Englilh colonies, 
and that it bad never been obferved that they occafioned a fever ; but that on coming in 
the hot feafon to the Illinois, an Indian nation which is nearly in the fame latitude with 
Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they could not eat a water melon without feeling the fhak» 
ing fits of an ague, and that the Indians therefore warned them not to eat of fo danger* 
ous d fruit. Query, Docs not this lead us to think that the greater heat in F^nfylvania, 
and the country ot the Illinois, which are both five or fix degrees more foutherly than 
Canada, makes fruit in fome meafure more dangerous ? In the Englifli North Ameri- 
can colonies, every countryman plants a number of water melons, which are eaten 
whilfl the people make hay, or during the harveft, when they have nothing upon their 
itomachs, in order to cool them during the great heat, as that juicy fruit feems very 
proper to give refrefliment. In the fame manner melons, cucum^rs, gourds, fquafhes, 
mulberries, apples, peaches, cherries, and fuch like fruit are eaten here in fuiumer, and 
all together contribute to the attacks of the ague. 

But that the manner of living contributes ^eatly towards it, may be concluded from 
the unanimous accounts of old people concerning the times of their childhood j ac- 
cording to which the inhabitants of thefe parts were at that time not fubje£); to fo many 
difeafes as they are at prefent, and people were feldom lick. All the old Swedes like- 
wife agreed, that their countrymen, who firll came into North America, attained to a 
great age, and their children nearly to the fame ; but that their grand children, and 
great grand children did not reach the age of their anceftors, and their health was not 
near fo vigorous and durable. But the Swedes who firll fettled in America lived very 
ihigally;. they were poor, and could not buy rum, brandy, or other ftrong liquors, 
which they feldom diililled themfelves, as few of them had a dillilling vefiel. However 
they fometimes had a good ftrong beer. They did not underftand the art of making 
cyder, which is now fo common in the country : tea, coffee, chocolate, which are at pre- 
fent even the country people’s daily breakfaft, were wholly unknown to them : moft of 
. them had never tailed fugar or punch. The tea which is now drank is either very old 
‘ or mixed with all forts of herbs, fo that it no longer deferves the name of tea : therefore 
it cannot have any good effcfl upon thofe who ufe it plentifully ; befides, it cannqt fril 
of relaxing the bowels, as it is drank both in the morning and in the afternoon quite 
boiling hot. The Indians, the offspring of the firll inhabitants of this country, are a 
pn^f of what I have faid. It is well known that their anceftors, at the time of the firll 
arrival of the Europeans, lived to a very great age. According to the common ac- 
counts, it was then not uncommon to find people among the Indians, who were above a 
hundred years old : they lived frugally, and drank pure water : brandy, rum, wine, 
and all tlie other ftrong liquors, were utterly unknown to them ; but fince the Chrillians 
Jhave taught them to drink thefe liquors, and the Indians have found them too palatable, 
thofe who cannot refill their appetites hardly reach half the age of .their parents. , 
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13ie htunber of thofe ftron^ plante occafionc4 a pleafant fcent to rife in the woods every 
morning and evening. It is therefore not unreafonable to think that the noxki!i|fnef» 
cd the effluvia from putrifying fubftances was then prevented, fo that they were nbt fo 
dangerous to the mhabitants. 

Several remedies are employed againft this difeafe : the jefuit’s bark was formerly 
a certain one, but at prefent it has not always this effeft, though they fell it genuine, 
and for . the very beft. Many people accufed it of leaving fomething noxious in the 
body. Yet it was commonly obferved, that when the bark was good, and it wan 
taken as foon as the fever made its appearance, and before the body was weakened/ 
it was almoft fure to conquer the fever, fo that the cold fits never returned, and no 
pain or fliffhefs remained in the limbs ; but when the difeafe is rooted in, and has 
eonfiderably weakened the patients, or they are naturally very weak, the fever leaves 
them after ufing the iefuit’s bark, but returns again in a fortni^t’s time, and obliges 
them to take the bark again ; but the confcquence frequently is a pain and a ftiQFnefs 
in their limbs, and fometimes in their bowels, which almoft hinders them from walk* 
ing : this prin continues for feveral years together, and even accompanies fome to the 
grave. This bad effe£l is partly attributed to the bark, which can feldom be got ge- 
nuine here, and partly to the little care which the patients take in ufing the bark. A 
man of my acquaintance was particularly dexterous in expelling the ague by the ufe 
of the .jefuit’s bark. Hismianner of proceeding was as follows : when it was pofliblc, 
the patient muft ufe the remedy as foon as the fever begun, and before it was fettled 
in his body ; but before he took the mi^icine he was’to take a diaphoretic remedy, 
as that had been found very falutary ; smd as the fever is frequently of fuch a nature 
here as not to make the patient fweat, even when the hot fit is upon him, a per* 
fpiration was to be brought* about by ’ fome other means. To that purpofe the pa- 
tient took his dofe on the day when he had his cold fit, and was not allowed to eat 
any thing at night. The next morning he continued in a warm bed, drankaquan* 
tity of tea, and was well covered, that he might perfpire plentifully. He continued, 
fo till the perfpiration ceafed, and then left the bed in a hot room, and wafhed his 
body with milk’warm water, in order to cleanfe it from the impurities that fettled oa 
it from the perfpiration, and to prevent their flopping up of the pores. The patient 
was then dried again, and at laft he took the bark feveral times in one day. This 
was repeated twice or thrice on the days after he had the ague, and it commonly left 
him without returning, and moft people recover fo well tl^ they do not look pale 
after their ficknefs. 

The bark of the root of the tulip tree, or liriodendron tulipifera^ taken in the fame*, 
manner as the jefuit’s bark, fometimes had a fimilar effefl. 

Several people peeled the roots of the cornus florida, or dog-wood, and gave this ' 
peel to patients ; and even fome people, who could not be cured by the jefuit's bark, 
have recovered by the help of this. 1 have likewife feen people cured of the fever 
by taking brimftone reduced to powder, and mixed with fugar, every night before 
they went to bed, and every morning before they got up : they took it three or four 
times in the intervals, and at each time drank fome warm liquor, to waflk Ae 
powder down. However, others that tried the fame remedy did not find much relief 
it. 

Some people colleded the yellow bark of the peach tree, efpecially that which is 
on the^ root, and boiled it in water, till half of it was evaporated by boiling. Of this 
decodion the patient took every morning about a wine glafe full t^re he had eaten 
any thing. This liquor has a ^agreeable tafte, and contra^ the mouth and tongue 
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like alum; yet feyeral perfons at Raccoon, vrho had tried many imedie3K.I^:yai^ 
were cured by this. * 

- Others boiled the leaves of the pbtentilla reptans, or of the potentilla canadenfis*' 
in water, and made the patients drink it before the ague fit came on, and it is^well 
known that feveral perfons have recovered by this means. 

The people who are fettled upon the river Mohawk in New York, both Indians 
and Europeans, collect the root of the geum rivale, and pound it. This powder ' 
fome of them boil in wafer till it is a pretty ftrong dccoftion : others only infufe cold 
Svater on it and leave it Jb for a day ; others mix it with brandy.. Of this medicine 
the patient .is to take a wine glafs full on the morning of the day when the fever docs 
not come, before he has eaten any thing. 1 was afiured that this was one of the 
furefi: remedies, and more certain than the jefuit’s bark. 

The people who live near the iron mines declared . that they were feldom or never 
vifited by the fever and ague ; but when they have the fever they drink the water 
of fuch fountains as arife from the iron mines, and have a ftrong chalybeat tafte ; 
and they affured me that this remedy was infallible. Other people therefore who 
did net live very far from fuch fprings, went to them for a few days, when they had 
the fever, in order to drink the water, which commonly cured them. 

I have already Ihewn above, that fage mixed with lemon juice has been found very 
falutary againft the ague. *“ 

It was however univerfally remarkable, that that which cures one perfon of it has 
no effect upon another. ' * 

The pleurify is likewife a difeafe which the people of this country are much fub- 
jeft to. The Swedes in this province call it flitches and burning, and they always 
mean the pleurify whenever they mention fhofe words. Many of the old Swedes 
told me that they had heard very little of it when they w'cre young, and that their 
parents had known ftill lefs of it in their childhood ; but that it was ib common now 
that many people died every year of it : yet it has been obferved, that in fome years 
this difeafe has been very moderate, and taken few people away with it, whilft in 
other years it makes great havock : it likewife is more violent in fome places than in 
others. 

In the autumn of the year 1728, it fwept away many at Penn’s Neck, a place 
below Raccoon, and nearer to the Delaware, where a number ol Swedes are fettled. 
Almoft all the Swedes there died of it, though they were very numerous. From 
hence it happened that their children who were left in a very tender age, and grew 
• up among the Englifli children, forgot their mother tongue, fo that few of iJjem 
underftand it at prefent. Since that time, though the pleurify has every year killed 
a few people at Penn's Neck, yet it has not carried off any confiderablc numbers. 
It relied as it were till the autuimi of the year 174^, but then it began to make dread- 
ful havock, and every week fix or ten of the old people died. The difeafe was fo 
violent, that when it attacked a perfon, he feldom lived above two or three days ; 
apd of thofe who were taken ill with it very few recovered. When the pleurify was 
got into a houfe it killed moft of the old people in it : it was a true pleurify, but it 
had a peculiarity with it, for it commonly began with a great fwelling under the throat 
and in the neck, and with a difficulty of fwallowing. Some people looked upon it as 
contagious, and others ferioufly declared, that when it came into a family, not only 
thofe who lived in the fame houfe fuffered from it, but even fuch relations as lived 
far* off. There have been feveral people at Penn’s Neck, who, without vifiting their 
lick friends, have got the pleurify and died of it. 1 do not difpute the truth of this, . 

though 
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^:. ^ ' conchifii^ . 'The pleucify.^traft^ the moil violent in. No* 

V^oerV Vet foAe old people died of it evpn in the next winter; bat child^ vere 
‘ pretty from it. The pbyficians did not know what to make of it, nor how toj^e* 
medyit. 

It i$ difficult to determine the caufes of fuch violent difeafes. An old EngliCb 
furgeon who lived hare gave the following reafon. The inhabitants of this country 
’ drink great quantities of punch and other ftrong liquors in fummer, when it is very 
hot; byihat means the vdns m the diaphragm contra^, and the blood grows thick. 
Towards the end ofOdoberand the beginning' of November, the weather is apt to' 
alter very fuddcnly, fo that heat and cold change feveral times a day. When the 
.people during this changeable weather are in the open air, they commonly get this 
difeafe. It is likewife certain that the air is more unwholefome one year than ano* 
ther, which depends upon the heat and other circumftances : this peculiar quality 
of the air mud of courfe produce a pleurify. It is remarkable, that both in the year 
1728, and in the prefent, when fo many people died at Penn's Neck, few ffied at 
Raccoon, though the two places are near each other, and feem to have the fame foil 
and climate. But there is this difference, that Penn’s Neck lies remarkably low,, and 
Raccoon pretty high, The'people in the former place have fettled between marfhes 
and fwamps, in which the water ftagnates and putrihes ; and mod of thefe places are 
covered with trees, by which means the wet is fhut up dill more, and near fuch 
marfhes are the houfes. Ladiy, the water at Penn’s Neck is not reckoned fo good 
as that in Raccoon. It likewife become brackiili iii fcvcral little rivers, when 
the Delaware, during the tide, rifes very high, and runs up into them. On the 
banks of thefe rivulets live maqy of the Swedes, and take water for common ufe 
from them. ’ 

December the 3d. This morning I fet out for Philadelphia, where I arrived in the 
evening. 

Wild grapes are veiy abundant in the woods, and of various kinds ; a f^ecies of 
them, which are remarkable for their fize, grow in the marfhes, and are greedily 
eaten by the racoon : they are therefore called marfh grapes, but the Englifh call 
them fox grape : they have not an agreeable flavour, and are feldom eaten by the 
inhabitants of this country, who make ufe of a fmail kind of wild grapes, which 
grow on a dry foil : pretty late in autumn, when they are quite ripe, they have a 
very good flavour, being a mixture of fweet and acid. Some people dry thefe grapes 
when gathered, and bake them in tarts, &c. : they likewife make ufe of them as 
dried fweetmeats. The Swedes formerly made a pretty good wine from them, but 
have now left it off. However, fome of the Englifli flill prefs an agreeable liquor 
from thefe grapes, which they affured me was as good as the belt claret, and that it 
would keep for feveral years. 

The manner of preparing this fort of wine has been deferibed at large in an al- 
manack of this country, for the year 1743, and is as follows: the gnipes are col'^ 
lefled from the twenty-firft of September to about the eleventh of November, that is 
as they grow ripe : they muft be gathered in dry weather, and after the dew is gone' 
off : the grapes are cleared of the cobwebs, dry leaves, and other things adhering to 
them. ^ Next a great hoglhead is prepared which has either had treacle or brandy m 
it .; it is waflied very clean, one of the bottoms beat out, and the other placed on a 
ftand for the purpofe, or on pieces of wood in the cellar, or elfe in a warm room, 
about two feet above the ground : the grapes are put into this hoglhead, and as thgy 
fink lower in three or four days dme, more are added* A man with naked fe^ 
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gets into the hpgftead and tre^ the grapes^ und hi abo^ 
juice is f(»ced out ; the man then turns the loweft^grapies uppermov,. aR4 tr^^s thha 
for about a quarter of an hour : this is fufiicient td fqueeze the good juice put of tlieni^ 
for an additional prefiure would even cruih the unripe grapes, and give the wholp 
a difag^eeable flavour. The hogfliead is then covered with^ a thick blanket ; but- . 
if there is no cellar, or it is very cold, two are fpread over it. Under this covert' 
ing the juice is left to ferment for the hrll time, and in the next four or five 
days it foments and works very ftrongly. As foon as the fermentation ceafes, a 
‘ hole is made about fix inches from the bottom, and feme of the juice is tapped 
off about twice in a day. As foon as this is clear and fettled, it is poured mto 
an anker of a middling fize ; for from twenty bulhels of grapes, they get about 
as many gallons of juice : the anker remains untouched ; and the mull in it fer- 
ments a fecond time : at this time it is neceffary that the anker be quite full ; the. 
feum which fettles at the bung>hole mofl: be taken off, and the anker always filled 
up with more muff, which is kept ready for that purpofc ; this is continued till 
Chriflmas, when the anker may be flopped up ; at lad the wine is ready in February 
and bottled. It is likewife ufual here to put fome of the ripe grapes into a veffel, 
in order to make a vinegar ; and that which got by this means is very good. $e« 
vend people made brandy from thefe grapes, which has a very plcafant tafte, but is 
flill more pleafant if the fruits of the perfimon are mixed Wth it. The wood of thefe 
vines is of no ufe, it is fo brittle that it cannot be ufed for flicks : on cutting into the 
flem, a white, infipid refin comes out a few hours after the wound is made. In 
many gardens vines are planted for the purpofe of making arbours, for which they 
are indeed excellent ; as their large and plentiful leaves form a very clofe cover againit 
the fcorching heat of the fun. When the" vines flower here in May and June, the 
flowers exhale a flrong, but exceeding pleafant and refrclhing fmcll, which is per- 
ceptible even at a great diffance. Therefore on coming into the woods about that time, 
you may judge from the fweet perfume in the air, arifing from the flowers of the 
vines, that you are near them, though you do not fee them. Though the winters be 
ever fo fevere, yet they do not affe£l the vines. Each grape is about the fizc of a 
pea, but further fouihward they are faid to be of the fizc of common raifins, and of 
a fine flavour. Further up in the country, during a part of autumn, they are the 
chief food of bears, who climb up the trees in order to pluck them. People arc of 
opinion, that if the wild vines were cultivated with more care,' the grapes would grow 
larger, and more palatable. 

December the 5th. I fliall here mention two prognollics of the weather, which 
were greatly valued here. Some people pretended to foretel that the enfuing winter 
would not be a fevere one : this they conjetlured from having feen wild geefe and 
other migratory birds go to the fouth in O&pber, but return a few days ago in great* 
numbers, and even pafs on further to the north. Indeed, the enfuing winter was one 
of the rooft temperate ones. 

Several perfons likewife affured us that we .Ihould have rain before to-morrow night. 
The reafon they gave for this conjefture was, that this morning at fun-rifing, from 
their windows they had feen every thing very plainly on the other fide of the nver, fo 
' .that it appeared much nearer than ufual, and that this commonly foreboded rain. This 
prefage was likewife pretty exactly fulfilled. 

The Indians, before the arrival of the Europ^s, had no notion of the ufe of iron, 
t^^h that metal was abundant in their country. However, they knew in fbme 
aoeaiore bow to make ufe of copper. Some Dutchmen who lived here, Hill preferred 
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feaid met with nvw»y b£ the Indians, who had tobacco pipes of copp^and wtho?n»d« 
•'them imdtlrftand by fi^s, that they got them in the neighbourhood: afterward tl^ 
fine copper mine was difcovered, up<m the fecond river between Elizabeth-town and 
New York. On digging in this mine, the people met with hoies worked in the 
nionntain, out of which fome copper had been taken, and they found even fome 
* tools, which the Indians probably made ufe of, when they endeavoured to get the 
metal for their pipes. Such hoies in the mountains have likewife been found in 
fome parts of Penfylvania, viz. below Newcaftle towards the fea fide, and always ' 
fome marks of a copper ore along with them. Some people have conjedured, that 
the Spaniards, after difcovering Mexico, failed along the coafts of North Americ^ and 
landed now and then, in order to enquire whether any gold or filver was to be met 
%ith, and that they perhaps made thefe holes in the mountains ; but fuppofing them to 
have made fuch a voyage along the coafts, they could not immediately have found out 
the copper mines ; and they probably did not ftop to Waft this ore, as they were 
only upon gold and filver ; it is therefore almoft undoubted that the Indians dug thefe 
holes : or may we be allowed to fufpef): that our old Normans, long before the dif- 
coveries of Columbus, came into thefe parts, and met with fuch veins of copper, 
when they failed to what they called the excellent Wineland*, of which our ancient 
traditional records called Sagor fpeak, and which undoubtedly was North America? 
But in regard to this, I fhall have occafion in the fequel better to explain my fen* 
timents. It was remarkable, that in all thofe places where fuch holes have lately 
been found in the mountains, which manifeftly feem to have been dug by men, they 
were always covered vrith a great quantity of earth, as if they were inte nd ed to re- 
main hidden from ftrangers. 

Dec. 6th. On long voyages the failors fometimes catch fuch fifh as are known to 
none of the fhip’s company ; but as they are very greedy after frefh provifions, they 
feldom abftain from eating them ; however it pi-oves often venturing too much, ex- 
perience having fliown, that their want of caution has often coft them their lives* 
for fometimes poifonous fiih are caught. But there is a method of finding them out, 
as I have heard from feveritl captains of Ihips ; it is ufual when fuch unknown fi& 
are boiled, to put a filver button, or any piece of filver, into the kettle, which, if 
the fi(h be poifonous, will turn, quite black, but if it be not, it will not change : fome 
of the feamen referred to their own repeated experience f. 

Mr. Franklin and feveral other gentlemen frequently told me, that a powerful Indian, 
who poftefted Rhode Ifland, had lold it to the Englilh for a p^ of fpe£bicles : it is * 
large fnough for a prince’s dommn, and makes a peculiar government at prefent. This 
Indian knew to fet a true value upon a pair of fpd:lacies : for undoubtedly if thofe 
glaftes were' not fo plentiful, and only a (jew of them could be found, they would, on 
account of thdr great ufe, bear the fame price with diamonds. 

The fervants which are made ufe of in the Englilh American colonies are either free 
perfons, or ilaves, and the former are again of two different forts. 

9 Sc'e f€»r this opinion the fcarce and curioui work intituledi Torfaeihi/loria Vinlandlc antique feo 
partis Americae feptentrionaliV* Hafnix, 17159 410. F. 

f 'riiis experiment with the filver fiippofes,^ that the broth of the fifh would be fo ftrong as to aft as 
a folvent upon the filver $ but there may be poifonsi which would not affeft the filvert and however prove 
fatal to men ; the fureft way therefore would be to fupprefs that appetitev which may become fatal not 
only to i| few men of the creWf but alfo endanger the whole fhip, by the lots of necefiary hands. Ft 
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^irft, Thofe witoi|ii% quite free ferVe by th& yse they are ^bt’ olity tAl0#6d ija 
Jeavetbdr fervice at the eXf^doil of their year, but may leave it atahytimeudieii tbqf 
do not agree with their timers. However, in that cafe they are in dan^r of lofing 
their wages, which are very cbniiderable. A man-fervant who has fome abilities, gets 
between fixteen and twenty pounds in Penfylvania currency, but thofe in the coumry 
do not get fo much. A fervant>maid gets dght or ten pounds a year : thefe fervantS 
have their food belides their wages, but mud buy their own clothes, and what they get 
of thefe, they mud thank their mader’s goodnefs for. 

Second, The fecond kind of free fervants confid of fuch perfons as annually come 
from Germany, England, and other countries, in order to fettle here. Thefe new? 
comers are very numerous every year : there are old and young ones, and of bothj 
fexes ; fome of them have fled from oppreflion, under which they fuppofed themfelvea, 
to have laboured. Others have been driven from their country by perfecution on ac- 
count of religion ; but mod of them are poor, and have not money enough to pay their 
paflage, which is between fix and eight pounds dcrling for each perfon ; therefore 
they agree with the captain that they will fuft’er thcmfelves to be fold for a few years, 
on their arrival. In that cafe the perfon who buys them, pays the freight for them ; 
but frequently veiy old people come over, who cannot pay their paffage, they therefore 
fell their children, fo that they ferve both for themfelves ^nd for their parents : there 
are likewife fome who pay part of their paflage, and they are fold only for a Ihort 
time. From thefe circumdances it appears, that the price of the poor foreigners who 
come over to North America is not equal, and that fome of them ferve longer than 
others: when their time is expired, they get a new fuf^^ clothes from their 
mader, and fome other things : he is likewife obliged tp feed' Said clothe them during 
the years of their fervitude. Many of the Germans who come hither, bring money 
enough with them to pay their paflage, but rather differ themfelves to be' fold, w'ith a 
view, that during their fervitude they may get fome knowledge of the language and 

a uality of the country, and the like, that they may the better be able to conlider what 
ley mall do when they have got their liberty. Such fervants are taken preferable to 
all others, becaufe they are not fo dear ; for to buy a negroe or black Have requires 
too much money at once ; and men or maids who get yearly wages, are likewife too 
dear ; but this tand of fervants may be got for half the money, and even for lefs ; for 
they commonly pay fourteen poiuuis, Penfylvania currency, for a perfon who is to 
ferve four years, and fo on in proportion. 'I'heir wages therefore are not above three 
pounds Penfylvania currency per annum. This kind of fervants, the l^nglifli call fer- 
vings. When a perfon has bought fuch a fervant for a certain number of years, and 
has an intention to fell him again, he is at liberty to do fo ; but he is obliged, fit the 
expiration of the term of the fervitude, to provide the ufual fuit of cloaths for tfie fer- 
vant, unlefs he has made that part of the bargain with the purchafer. TheEngliih and 
Irifli commonly fell themfelves for four year8, but the Germans frequently agree with 
the cwtain before they fet out, to pay him a certain Aim of money, for a certain num- 
ber of perfons ; as foon as they arrive in America, they go about and try to get a man 
who will pay the_ paffage for them ; in return they give according to the circumillances, 
one or feveral of their children, to ferve a certain number of years : at laft they ipake 
their bargain with the higheff bidder. 

Third, The negroes or bhicks make the third kind. They are in a manner flaves ; 
for when a negro is once bought. Jie is the purchafer’s fervant as long as he lives, un* • 
Idn lie gives him to another, or makes him free. However, it is not in the power of 
tbe.iiiafter to kill his negro for a fault, but he niuft leave it to the magiftrates to pro- 
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Old evei 7 :ozie^ ‘^^ could, aford it« . The quaken alone fdieiil^^ 

l)a?e Saves I but they are no longer fo nicoi and they have as many negroes .sut Hp||ur 
mepple. However) many people cannot conquer the idea of its being contrary tor iba 
lavro of Chriftianity to keep^flaves. There are likewife feveral free negroes in tou^ 

V .who have been lucky enough to get a very zealous quaker for their mafter, who gaVe 
them their liberty, after they bad raithfully ferved him for fome time. 

At prcfent they feldom bring over any negroes to the EngU/h colonies, for thofe 
which were formerly brought thither, have multiplied confiderably. In regard to' 

' .! their marriage, they proceed as follows : In cafe you have not only male but iikevnfe ' 
r^female negroes, they mufl: interniarry, and then the children are all your Saves ; but if 
'you poSefs a male negro only, and he has an inclination to marry a female belonging 
to a different mafter, you do not hinder your negro in fo delicate a point ; but it is no 
advantage to you, for the children belong to the mailer of the female ; it is therefore 
advantageous to have negro-women. A man who kills his negro mull fuffer death for 
it : there is not however an example here of a white man’s having been executed on 
this account. A few years ago it happened that, a mailer killed his Save ; his friends 
and even the magillrates fecretly advifed him to leave the country, as otherwife they 
could not avoid taking him prifoner, and then he would be condemned to die accord- 
ing to the laws of the country, without any hopes of laving him. This lenity was em- 
ployed towards him, that the negroes might not. have the, fatisfadion of feeing a mafter 
executed for killing his Save ; for this would lead them to ail forts of dangerous 
deftgns againft their n^^rs, and to value themfelves too much. 

The negroes were iirmerly brought from Africa, as I mentioned before ; but now 
this feldom happens, for they 'are bought in the Well Indies, or American ISands, 
whither they were origiiully brought from their own country : for jt has been fotmd 
that on tranfporting the negroes from Africa, immediately into thefe northern coda- 
tries, they have not fuch a good Hate of health, as when they gradually change places, 
and are lirft carried from Africa to the Weft Indies, and from thence to North 
America. It has frequently been found, that the negroes cannot Hand the cold here 
fo well as the Europeans or whites ; fur whilft the latter are not in..the leaft affeded by 
the cold, the toes and fingers of the former are frequently frozen. There is likewife 
a material difference among them in this point j for thole who come immediately from 
Africa, camiot bear the cold fo well as thofe who are either born in this country, or 
have been here for a coiafiderable time ; for the froft eafily hurts the hands or feet of 
the negroes which come from Africa, or occafions violent pains in thdr whole body, ' 
or in fome parts of it, though it does not at all affed thofe who have been here for 
fome time. There are frequent examples that the negroes on their paffage from 
Africa, if it happens in winter, have fom^of their limbs deftroyed by froft, on board 
the ihip, when the cold is but very, inconfiderable, and the failors are fcarce obliged to 
cover their hands. 1 was even affured, that fome negroes have been feen here, who have 
had an exceffive pain in their legs, which afterwards broke in the middle, and dropped 
entirely from the body, together with the flelh on them. Thus it is the lame cafe 
with men here, as with plants which are brought from the fouthera countries, and 
cannot accuftom themfelves to a colder climate. 

The price of negroes differs according to their age, health, and abilities. A full- 
grown negro cofts from forty pounds and upwards to a hundred, of Feofrlvania cur* 
rtmey. A negro boy or girl, of two or three years old, can hardly be^ot for lefr 
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is done in the foQowii^ mainner: When a g»tleiim has a futMal negrb^ whhirhas 
done him great fervices, he fometimes declares him independent at his death. Tbia is 
however very expenfive ; for they are obliged to make a provifion for the negro thus 
fet at liberty, ‘to afford him fubfiftence when he is grown old, that he may not 
driven by neceffity to wicked adions, or that he may be at any body’s charge, for th^ 
free negroes become very lazy and indolent afterwards. But the children which the 
' free negro has begot during his fervitude, are all Haves, though their father be free* 
On the other hand, thofe negro children are free whofe parents are at liberty. The 
negroes in the North American colonies are treated more mildly, and fed better than 
thofe in the Wefl; Indies. They have as good food as the reft of the fervants, and 
they poffefs equal advantages in all things, except their being obliged to ferve their 
whole life>dme, and get no other wages than what their mafter’s goodnefs allows them : 
they are likewife clad at their mafter’s expence. On the contrary, in the Weft Indies, 
and efpecially in the Spanifh iflands, they are treated very cruelly ; therefore no threats 
make more impreftion upon a negro hprc, than that of fending him over - to the Weft 
Indies, in cafe he would not reform. It has likewife been frequently found by expe* 
rience, that when you Ihow too much remiffnefs to thefe negroes, they grow fo obftinate, 
that they will no longer do any thing but of their own accord : therefore a ftrid dili. 
cipline is very neceffary, if thqir mafter experts to be fatished with theif fervices. 

In the year 1620, fome negroes were brought to North America in a Dutch fhip, 
and in Virginia they bought twenty of them. Thefe are faid to have been the firft that 
came hither. When the Indians, who were then mere numerous in the country than 
at prefent, faw thefe black people for the firft time, they thought they were a true breed 
of devils, and therefore they called them Manitto for a great while : this word in their 
language fignihes not only God, but likewife the devil. Some time before that, when 
they faw the firft European Ihip on their coafts, they were perfectly perfuaded that God 
Umfelf was in the fliip. This account I got from fome Indians, who preferved it among 
them as a tradition which they had received from their anceftors : therefore the arrival 
of the negroes Teemed to them to have confufed every thing ; but fince that time, they 
have entertained lefs difagreeable notions of the negroes, for at prefent many live 
among them, and they even fometimes intermarry, as 1 myfelf have feen. 

The negroes have therefore been upwards of a hundred and thirty years in this 
country : but the winters here, cipecially in New England and New York, areas fevcrc 
as our Swedifh winters. I therefore very carefully enquired^ whether the cold had not 
been obferved to affefl the colour of the negroes, and to change it, fo that the third or 
fourth generation from the firft that came hither, were not lo black as their ai^lbftors. 
But 1 was generally anfwered, that there was not the leaft difference of Colour to be 
perceived ; and that a negro born here, of parents which were likewife born in this 
country, and whofe anceftors both men and women had all been blacks bom in this 
country, up to the third or fourth generation, was not at all different in colour from 
thofe negroes Who are brought direftly over from Africa. From hence many people 
conclude, that a negro or his pofterity do not change colour, though they continue ever 
fo long in a cold climate ; but the mixing of a white man with a negro woman, or of 
a negro with a white woman, has a different effefl ; therefore to prevent any difagree- 
afale. mixtures of the white people and negroes, and that the negroes may not form top 
gfif^ an opimon pf themfelves, to the difadvantage of their mafters, 1 am told there is 

a law 
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» lawiw»r, p«i^ botli fe^ to many negr^ utd^jpaiff 

' andldeprivtoabb the clei^oian who mairies them ; but that the whites and'^adlDK 
foimetimee mix, appeam ih>m childreaofa mixed compleidon, which are Iboau^ih^: 
. bora.''. ■ 

It is iikewife greatly to be pitied, that the mailers of thefe negroes in moll of the 
iEhiglilh colonies take little care of their fpiritual welfare, and let them live on in 
riiOT Pagan darknefs. There are even fome, who would be very ill pleafed at, and 
would by all means hinder their negroes from being inllru&ed in the doftrines of 
, Chrillianity ; to this they are partly led by the conceit of its being lhameful, to have 
".a fpiritual brother or filler among fo defpicable a people ; partly by thinking that they 
. Ihould not be able to keep their negroes fo meanly afterwards ; and partly through 
fear of the negroes growing too proud, on feeing themfelvcs upon a level with their 
mailers in religious matters. 

Several writings are well known, which mention, that the negroes in South America 
have a kind of poifon with which they kill each other, though the effect is not fudden, 
but happens a long time after the perfon has taken it : the fame dangerous art of 
poifoning is known by the negroes of North America, as has frequently been ex> 
perienced. However only a few of them know the fecret, and they Iikewife know the 
remedy againft it, therefore when a negro feels himfclf poifoned, and can recoiled the 
enemy who might pofiibly have given him the poifon, he goes to him, and endeavoui's 
by money and entreaties to move him to deliver him fronji the poifon ; but if the negro 
is malicious, he does not only deny that he ever poifoned him, but Iikewife that he 
knows a remedy againll it : this poifon does not kill immediately, for fometimes the 
fick pcrlbn dies fome years after/ But from the moment he has the poifon, he falls 
into a coninmption, and enjoys few days of good health : fuch a poor wretch often 
knows that he is poifoned, the moment he gets the poifon. The negroes commonly 
employ it on fuch of their brethren as behave well, are beloved by their mailers, and 
feparate as it were from their countrymen, or do not like to converfe with them. 
They have Iikewife often other reafons for their enmity j but there are few exampldls 
of their having poifoned their mailers. Perhaps the mild treatment they receive, 
keeps them from doing it, or perhaps they fear that they may be difeovered, and that, 
in fuch a cafe, the feverell punifhments would be inflided on them. 

They never difeover what the poifon confills of, and keep it fecret beyond concep* 
tion. It is probable that it is a very common thing, which may be got all the world 
over, for wherever they are they can always eafily procure it. Therefore it cannot be 
a plant, as feveral learned men have thought ; tor that is not to be met with every 
where. I have heard many accounts here of negroes who have been killed by this 
poifon. I lhali only mention one incident, which happened during my Hay in this 
country. A man here had a negro who was exceedingly hiithful to him, and behaved 
fo well, that he would not have given him for twenty other negroes. His mailer 
Iikewife Ihewed him a peculiar kindnefs, and the Have’s condud equalled that of the 
bell Chrillian fervant ; he Iikewife con verfed as little aspofiiblewitb the other negroes; 
on that account they hated him to excefs ; but as he was fcarce ever in company with 
them, they had no opportunity of conveying the poifem to him, which they had tdten 
tried. However, on coming to town during the fair (for he lived in the country), 
fome other n^oes invited him to drink with them. At firll he would not, but they 
prefled him till he was obliged to comply. As toon as he came into the room, the 
Others took a pot from the wall and pled^ him, deliring him to dxink Iikewife : <he 

drank. 
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drank, , but wh^ J^ tdQlt .thu jpp^^ his moudt*, bpiaid, wl^tb^er is tins f it 

I purpolely^otiih what he mendoni^, for it feems iindoubtadly tu have 
l>een the name of the jrailbn with which maUdous negroes do fo much hann^ a&d which 
is to be met with almoft every where. It might to too much employed to wicked 
purpofes, and it is therefore better that it remains unknown. The other negroes and 
n^ro>women fell a laughing at the complaints of their hated countryman, and dwced 
and fung as if they had done an excellent adion, and had at laH: obtained the pcunt fo 
much wifhed'for. The innocent negro went away immediately, and, when he got home, 
' faid, that the other negroes had certainly poifoned him : he then fell into a confumption, 
and no remedy could prevent his death. 

Dec. yrh. In the morning I undertook again a little journey to Raccoon, in New 
Jerfey. 

It does not feem difficult to find out the reafons why the people multiply more here 
than in Europe. As foon as a perfon is old enough, he may marry in thefc provinces, 
without any fear of poverty ; for there is fuch a traft of good ground yet uncultivated, 
'that a new-married man can, without difficulty, get a fpot of ground, where he may 
fufficiently fubfift with his wife and childroi. The taxes arc very low, and he need not 
be under any concern on their account. The liberties he enjoys are fo great, that he 
confiders himfelf as a prince in his polTcffions. I (hall here demonftrate, by fome plain 
examples, what effeO: fuch a conftitution is capable of. ' 

Maons Keen, one of the Swedes in Raccoon, was now near feventy years old : he 
had many children, grandchildren, and grcat-grand-children , fo that, of thofe who 
were yet alive, he could muller up forty-five perfons. Befides them, feveral of his 
children and grand-children died young, and fome in a mature age. He viras, 
therefore uncommonly blefled. Yet his happinefs is 'not comparable to tlfat which 
is to be fecn in the following examples, and which I h*ave extracted from the Phila- 
delphia gazette. 

In the year 1 732, died at Ipfwlcb, in New England, Mrs. Sarah Tuthil, a widow, aged 
eighty-fix years. She had brought fixteen children into the world ; and from feven of 
them only, fhe had fecn one hundred and feventy-feven grand-children and great- 
grand-children. 

In 1 739, May 30th, the children, grand, and grcat-grand-children, of Mr. Richard 
Buttington, in the parilh of Cheller, m Pcnfylvania, were afiemblcd in his houfe ; and 
they made together one hundred and fifteen perfons. The parent of thefe children, 
Richard Buttington, who was born in England, was then entering into his eighty-fifth 
year ; and was at that time ^uite frefh, arave, and fenfible. His cldeft fon, then fixty 
years old, was the firft Englilhman born in Penfylvania. 

In 1742, 8th of Jan., died at Trenton, in New Jerfey, Mrs. Sarah -Furman, a 
widow, aged ninety-feven years. She was bom in New England, and left five children, 
fixty-one grand-children, one hundred and eighty-two great-grand-children, and twelve 
great-great-grand-children, who were all alive when Ihe died. 

In 1739, 28th of Jan., died at South Kingilon, in New England, Mrs. Maria Hazard, 
a widow, in the hundredth year of her age. She was born in Rhode Ifland, and was 
a grandmother of the then vice-governor of that iiland, Mr. George Hazard. She 
could count altogether five hundred children, grand-children, great-grand-children, 
and great-great-grand-children. When Ihe died, two hundred and five perfons of them 
weiie alive j a grand-daughter of hers had already been grandmother near fifteen 
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In this manner^ the ufual wifli of bleffin^ in our liturgy, that the new.married 
may fee di^ir grand children^ till the third and fourth generation} has been iiteh^y 
fulfilled in regard to fome of thefe perfons*. 

Dec. 9th. In every country we commonly meet with a number of infeOis ; of which 
many, though they be ever fo fmall and contemptible, can do confiderable damage to 
the inhabitants. Of thefe dangerous infefts there are likewife fomc in North 
America : fome are peculiar to that country, others are common to Europe likewife. 

I have already mentioned the mofquitoes as a kind of difagrecable gnats ; and another * 
noxious infedl, the bruchus pifi, which deftroys whole fields with peafe. I {lull here 
add fome more. 

There are a kind of locufis, which about every feventeenth year, come hither in 
incredible numbers. They come out of the ground in the middle of May, and make, 
for fix weeks together, fuch a noife in the trees and woods, that two perfons who 
meet in fuch places, cannot underfiand each other, unlefs they fpeak louder than the 
locufis can chirp. During that time, they make with the ftiiig in their tail, holes into 
the foft bark of the little branches on the trees, by which means thefe branches are 
ruined. They do no other harm to the trees or other plants. In the interval, between 
the years when they are fo numerous, they are only feen or heard fingle in the woods. 

There is likewife a kind of caterpillars in thefe provinces, which eat the leaves from 
the trees. They are alfo iimumerable in fome years. In the intervals tfiere are but 
few of them: but when they come, they ftrip the tree fo. entirely of their leaves, that 
the woods in the middle of fummer are as naked as in winter. They eat all kin ds of 
leaves, and very few trees arc left untouched by them : as, about that time of the year, 
the heat is mod: exceffive, the fttmping the frees of their leaves has this fiital confequence^ 
that they cannot withftand the neat, but dry up entirely. ■ In this manner, great forefts 
are fometimes entirely ruined. The Swedes, w'ho live here, Ihewed me, here and there, 
great traQs in the woods, where young trees were now growing, inftead of the old onfs, 
which fome years ago had been deftroyed by the caterpillars. Thefe caterpillars 
afterwards change into moths, or phalsenae, which fhall be deferibed in the fequel, in 
their proper places. 

In other years the grafs-worms do a great deal of damage in feveral places, both in the 
meadows and com>fields. For the fields are at certain times over.run with great armies 
of thefe worms, as with the other infers ; yet it is very happy that thefe many plagues 
do not come all together. For in thofc years, when the loculls are numerous, the 
caterpillars and grafs-worms are not very confiderable, and it happens fo with the latter 
kinds, fo that only one of the three kinds comes at a time.,^ Then there are feveral 
years when they are very fcarce. The grafs-worms have been obferved to fettle 
chiefly in a fat foil ; but as foon as careful hufbandmen difeover them, they draw 
narrow channels with almoft perpendicular fides quite round the field in which the 
worms are fettled ; then, by creeping further, they all fall into the ditch, and cannot 

f ;et out again. I was affured, by many perfons, that thefe three forts of infe£b fbl* 
owed each other pretty clofely ; and that the loculls came in the firll year, the cater* 
pillars in the fecond, and the grafs-worms in the lall : I have likewife found, by my own 
experience, that this is partly true. 

Moths, or tinesB, which eat the clothes, are likewife abundant here. I have feen 
cloth, worfted gloves, and other woollen ftufi^ which had hung all the fummer locked 
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up in a flirine, and had not been takm care of, quite cut through by thefe worms. To 
that whole pieces fell out. Furs, which had been kept m the garret, were frequently 
fo rumcd by worms, that the hair went oif by handfuls. I am, however, not certain 
whether thefe worms were originaliy in the country, or whether they were brought 
ever from Europe. 

Fleas arelikewife to be found in this part of the world. Many thoufands were undoubt* 
edly brought over from other countries ; yet immenfc numbers of them have certainly 
‘ been here fince tidie immemorial. I^havefeen them on the grey fquirrels, and on the 
hares which have been killed in fucK defart parts of this country, where no human 
creature ever lived. As I afterwards came further up into the country, and was obliged 
to Ue at night in the huts and beds of the Indians, 1 was fo plagued by immenfe quan- 
tities of fleas that I imagined I was put to the torture. They drove me from the 
bed, and I was very glad to fleep on the benches below the roof of the huts. But it is 
eafy to conceive that the many dogs which the Indians keep, breed fleas without end. 
Bogs and men lie promifeuoufly in the huts ; and a itrangcr can hardly lie down and 
Ihut his eyes, but he is in danger of being cither fqueezed to death, or ftifled by a 
dozen cr more dogs, which lie round him and upon him, in order to have a good 
refling place. For I imagine they do not expefl: that ftrangers will venture to beat 
them, or throw them off as their maflers and miflreffes commonly do. 

The noify crickets (gryllus domeflicus) which are fometimes to be met with in the 
houfes in Sweden, I have not perceived in any part of Penfylvania or New Jerfey ; and 
other people whom I have alked, could not fay that they had ever feen any. In Aim- 
mer there are a kind of black crickets * in the fields, w'hich make exaSly the fame chirp- 
ing noife as our houfe crickets. But they .keep otily^ to the fields, and were filent as 
foon as winter or the cold weather came on. They fay it fometimes happens that thefe 
crickets take refuge in houfes, and chirp continually there, whilft it is warm 
wither, or whilfl the rooms are warm ; but as foon as it grows cold they are filenu 
In fome parts of the province of New York, and in Canada, every farm-houfe, and moft 
of the houfes in the towns,, fwarm with fo many, that no farm-houfe in our country can 
be better flocked with them. Ihcy continue their mufic there throughout the 
whole winter. 

Bugs (cimex leflularius) are very plentiful here. I have been fufficiently tormented 
by them in many places in Canada j but i do not remember having feen any with 
the Indians, during my flay at Fort Frederick. The commander there, Mr. de Loufig- 
nan, told me, that none of the Illinois and other Indians of the weftem parts of North 
America knew any thing of thefe vermin j and he added, that he could with certainty 
fay this from his own experience, having been among them for a great while. Yet 
1 cannot determine whether bugs were firlt brought over by the Europeans, or*Whether 
they have originally been in the country. Many people jodked upon them as natives 
of this country, and as a proof of it faid, that under the wings of bats the people had 
often found bugs, which had eaten very deep into the flefl). It was therefore beUeved 
that the bats had got them in fome hollow tree, and had afterwards brought them into 
the houfes, as they commonly fix themfelves clofe to the walls, and creep into the little 
chinks which they meet with ; but as I have never feen any bugs upon bats, 1 cannot 
fey any thing upon that fubjed. Perhaps a loufe or a tick (acarus; has been taken 

^ * Perhaps it is the gryllus campefiris, or common black field cricket of Europe, of which Rocfcl, in his 
work on uilcfts, vol. a, Qrvll. f. ij, has giving a fine drawing; F. 

for 
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for a bu^ i or, if a real bug Im been found upon a bat*s wing, it is very .eafy 'tpi.con" 
ceive that it fix^ on the bat, whiUt the latter was fitting in the chinks of a houfe Iftocked 
with European bugs. 

As the people Here could not bear the inconvenience of thefe vermin, any more than 
we can in Sweden, they aidcavoured to expel them by different means. I have already 
remarked, that the beds to that purpofe were made of iafiafias wood, but that they 
were only temporary remedies. Some perfons afliired me that they had found, from 
their own experience, and by repeated trials, that no remedy ^s more effeftuah 
towards the expulfion of bugs than the injeding of boiling water into all the cracks 
where they are fettled, and wafhing all the wood of the beds with it ; this being twice 
or thrice repeated, the bugs are wholly deftroyed. But if there are bugs in neigh- . 
bouring houfes, they will faften to one’s clothes, and thus be brought over into other 
houfes. 

I cannot fay whether thefe remedies are good or no, as I have not tried them ; but 
by repeated trials I have been convinced that fulphur, if it be properly employed, 
entirely defiroys bugs and their eggs in beds and walls, though they were ten times 
more numerous than the ants in an ant-hill*. 

The mill-beetles, or cock-roaches, are likewife a plague of North America, and are 
fettled in many of its provinces. 'I'lie learned Dr. Golden was of opinion that thefe 
infefts were properly natives of the Weft Indies, and that thofe that w-ere found in 
North America were brought over from thofe iflands. *To confirm his opinion, he 
laid, that jt was yet daily fecn how the fhips coming with goods from the Weft Indies 
to North America, brought mill;beetles w'ith thetn in great numbers. But from the 
obfervalions which I have made in this* country, I have reafon to believe that thefe 
infeds have been on the continent of North America time immemorial, Yet notwith- 
ftanding this I do not deny their being brought over from the Weft Indies. They 
are in almoft every houfe in the city of New York ; and thofe undoubtedly came over 
in (hips. But how can that be faid of thofe mill- beetles which are found in the midft 
of the woods and deferts ? 

The Englifh likewife call the mill-beetles cock-roaches, and the Dutch give them 
the name of cackerlack. The Swedes in this country call them brodoetare, or breads 
eaters, on account of the damage they do to the bread, which I am going to deferibe. 
Dr. Linnaius calls them blatta orientulis. Many of the Swedes call them likewife 
kackcrlack. They are not only obferved in the houfes, but in the fummer they appear 
often in the woods, and run about the trees wbicIrEre cut down. On bringing in all ' 
forts of old rotten blocks of wood for fuel, in February, I difeovered feveral cock- 
roaches fettled in them ; they were at firft quite torpid, or as it were dead ; but after 
lying in the room for a while, they recovered, became very lively, and began tp run 
about. I afterwards found very often, that when old rotten wood was brought home in 
winter, and cut in pieces for fuel, the cock-roaches were got into it in numbers, and 
lay in it in a torpid ftate. In the fame winter, a fellow cut down a great dry tree, and 
was about to fplit it. I then obferved in a crack, fome fathoms above the ground, 
feveral cock-roaches together with the common ants. They were, it feems, crept up 
a great viay, in order to find a lecure place of abode againft winter. On travelling, in 
the middle of Odober 1 749, through the uninhabited country between the En^ifh 
and French colonies,^ and makmg a fire at night near a thick half-rotten tree, on the 

* A ftill more iDfallible remedy is to wafli all the furniture infcAed with that vermin, with a foluh'on 
ofarfenic. F. 
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ihore of Lake Champlamy numbers of cock^roaches came out of the wood, b«ng 
wakened by the fmoke and the fire, which had drivea. them out of their holes. The 
Frenchmen, who were then in my company, did not not know them, and could not 
give them any name. In Canada the French did not remember feeing any in the 
houfes. In Penfylvania, I am told, they run in immenfe numbers about the fiieaves 
of corn^ during the harvelt. At other times they live commonly in the houfes in the 
Englilh fettlements, and lie in the crevices, efpecially in the cracks of thofe beams which 
‘ fupport the ceiling and are nearell to the chimney. 

They do a deal of damage by eating the foft parts of the bread. If they have once made 
a hole into a loaf, they will in a little time eat all the foft part in it, fo that on cutting 
the loaf, nothing but the cruft is l^t. I am told they likewife eat other vifluats. 
Sometimes they bite people’s nofes or feet, whilft they are afleep. An old Swede, 
called Suen Laock, a grandfon of the Rev. Mr. Laockenius, one of the firft Swedilh 
clergymen that came to Penfylvania, told me, that he had in his younger years been 
once very much frightened on account of a cock-roach, which crept into his ear whilft 
he was afleep. He waked fuddenly, jumped out of bed, and felt that the infe£l, pro- 
bably out of fear, was endeavouring with all its ftrength to get deeper. Thefe attempts 
of the cock-roach were fo painful to him, that he imagined his head was burfting, 
and he was almoft fenfelcfs ; however he haftened to the well, and bringing up a 
bucket full of water, threw fomc into his ear. As foon as the cock-roach found 
itfclf in danger of being drowned, it endeavoured to fave itfclf, and pufhed backwards 
out of the ear, with its hind feet, and thus happily delivered the poor man from his 
fears. 

The wood-lice are difagrecable infeds, which in a n^anner arc worfe than the pre- 
ceding ; but as 1 have already deferibed them in a peculiar memoir, which is printed 
among the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1754, I refer my 
readers to that account. 

Dec. I ith. This morning I made a little escurfion to Penn’s Neck, and further 
over the Delaware to Wilmington. The country round Penn’s Neck has the fame 
qualities as that about other places in this part of New Jerfey. For the ground confifts 
chiefly of fand, with a thin ftratum of black foil. It is not very hilly, but chiefly flat, 
and in moft places covered with open woods of fuch trees as have annual leaves, efpe- 
dally oak. Now and then you fee a Angle farm, and a little corn-field round it. 
Between them are here and there little marflies or fwamps, and fomedmes a brook 
with water, which has a very flow motion. 

The woods of thefe parts confift of all forts of trees, but chiefly of oak and hiccory. 
Thefe woods have certainly never been cut down, and have always growH jp^ftiout 
hindfpnce. It might therefore be expected that there are trees of an unooraaiw great 
age to be found in them ; but it happens otherwife, and there trees three 

hundred years old. Moft of them are only two hundred yeaEtki^; l&ad this convinced 
me that trees have the fame quality as animals, and die aiten'llhey are arrived at a cer- 
tain age. Thus we find great woods here, but when the trees in them have ftood an 
hundred and fifty or an hundred and eighty years, they are dther rotting within, or 
lofing their crown, or their wood becomes quite foft, or their roots are no longer able 
to^draw in fuflicient nouriihment, or they die ftom fome other caufe. Therefore when 
ftorms blow, which fomedmes happens here, the trees are broke off dther juft abdve 
thf root, or in the middle, or at the fummit. Several trees are Hkewife tom out with 
their roots by the power of the winds. The ftorms thus caufe great devaftations in thefe- 
forefts. Everywhere you fee trees thrown down- by the winds,, after they are too 

10 much 
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much wisdieoed by one or the other of the Above-mentioned caufes to beuble 
their fury. Fire likewife breaks out often in the woods, and bums the trees half 
from tke root, fo that a violent guft of wind eafily throws them down. * 

On travelling through thefe woods, I purpofely tried to find out, by the pofition of 
the trees which were fallen down, which winds are the ftrongell hereabouts. Buts^^I 
could not conclude any thing with certrinty, for the trees fell on all fides, and lay 
towards all the points of the compafs. I therefore judged, that any wind which blows 
from that fide where the roots of the tree are wt^cft and fhorteft, and where it can 
make the leaft refiftance, muft root it up and throw it down. In this manner the 
old trees die away continually, and are fucceeded by a young generation. Thofe 
which are thrown down lie on the ground and putrify, fooner or later, and by that 
means increafe the black foil, into which the leaves are likewife finally changed, winch 
drop abundantly in autumn,' are blown about by the winds for fome time, but are 
heaped up, and lie on both fides of the trees, which are fallen down. It requires 
feveral years before a tree is entirely reduced to duft. When the winds tear up a tree 
with the roots, a quantity of loofe foil commonly comes out with, and flicks to them 
for fome time, but at lafl it drops off, and forms a little hillock, which is afterwards 
augmented by the leaves, which commonly gather about the roots. Thus feveral 
inequalities are formed in the woods, fuch as little holes and hills ; and by this means 
the upper foil muft likewife be heaped up in fuch places. 

Some trees are more inclined to putrify than others. * The tupelo-tree (nyffa), the 
tulip-tree (liriodendron), and the fweet gum-tree (liquidambar), became rotten in a 
fhort time. The hiccory did not; take much time, and the black oak fell fooner to 
pieces than the white oak ; but*this was owing to circumftances. If the bark remained 
on the wood, it was for thegreateft part rotten, and entirely eaten by worms within, 
in the fpace of fix, eight, or ten years, fo that nothing was to be found but a reddifh 
brown duft. But if the bark was taken off, they would often lie twenty years before 
they were entirely rotten. Thefuddennefs of a tree*s growth, the bignefs of its pores, 
and the frequent changes of heat and wet in fummer, caufe it to rot fooner. To this it 
muft be added, that all forts of infers make holes into the ftems of the fiillen trees, and by 
that means the moifture and the air get into the tree, which muft of courfe forward 
putreiadion. Moft of the trees here have deciduous or annual leaves. Many of 
them begin to rot whilft they are yet ftanding and bloommg. 'This forms the hollow 
trees, in which many animals make their nefts and places of refuge. 

The breadth of the Delaware direftly oppofite Wilmington, is reckoned an Engliih 
mile and a half ; yet to look at it, it did not feem to be lb great. The depth of the 
river, in the middle, is faid to be from four to fix fathoms here. 

Dec. 13th. The joiners fay, that among the trees of this country they chiedy ufe 
the black walnut-trees, the wild cherry-trees, and the curled maple. Of the black 
walqpt-trees (juglans nigra) there is yet a fulEcient quantity. However carelefs people 
take pains enough to deftroy them, and fome peafants even ufe them as fuel. The 
wood of the wild cheiTy-trees (prunus Virginiana) is very good, and looks exceedingly 
well ; it has a yellow colour, and the older the furniture is, which is made of it, the 
better it looks. But it is already difficult to get at it, for they cut it everywhere, and 
plant it nowhere. The curled maple (acer rubrum) is a fpecies of the common red 
mil^le, but likewife very difficult to be got. You may cut down many trees without 
finding the wood whi(^ you want. The wood of the fweet gum-tree (liquidambar)»is 
merely employed in joiner’s work, fuch as tables and other furniture. But it muft not 

be 
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be brought near the hre. becaufe it vrarps'. The Sts and the white cedars (eh{tfeffii8 
thyoides) are likewife made ufe of by the joiners for dijOPerent forts of work. 

*■ The millers who attended the mill which flood here, faud, that the axletrees of the 
wheels of the mill were made of white oak, and that they continued good three or four 
years, but that the fir-wood does not keep fo well. The cogs of the mill-wheel and 
the pullies are made of the wood of the white walnut-tree, becaufe it is the hardefl 
which can be got here. The wood of mulberry-trees is of all others reckoned the moft 
‘ excellent for pegs and plugs in fhips and boats. 

At night I went over the river Delaware, from Wilmington to the ferrying-place, on 
the New Jerfey fide. 

Dec. 13th. In the morning I returned to Raccoon. 

On many trees in the woods of this country, either on one of the fides, or in the 
middle of a branch, or round a branch, are greater or lefler knobs or excrefccnces. 
Sometimes there is only a fingle one in a tree. In the fize there is a confiderable dif- 
ference, for fome of thefe knobs are as big and bigger than a man’s head, others are 
only fmall. They projetfl above the furface of the tree, like a tumor. Sometimes a 
tree was quite covered with them. They do not lie on one fide only, but often form a 
circle round a branch, and even round the ftem itfelf. The trees which have thefe 
knobs are not always great ones, but fome not above a fathom high. I'hc knobs com- 
monly confifi: of the fame parts as the wood itfelf, and look witlun like curled wood. 
Some of them are hollow. ^ When^a knob on a little tree is cut open, we commonly 
find a number of little worms in it, which are fometimes alfo common in the greater 
knobs. This Ihews the origin of the knobs in general. The tree is flung by infeils, 
which lay their eggs under the bark, and from the eggs worms are afterwards hatched. 
They occafion an extravafation of the fap, which gradually condenfes into a knob. 
Only the trees with annual deciduous leaves have thefe knobs, and among them chiefly 
the oak, of which again the black and Spanifh oak have the grcatcfl abundance of 
knobs. The-afh trees, (fraxinus excelfior) and the red maple (acer rubrum) likewife 
have enough of them. Formerly the Swedes, and more efpecially the Finlanders, who 
are fettled here, made difhes, bowls, &c. of the knobs which were on the aih-trees. 
Thefe veffels, I am told, were very pretty, and looked as if they were made of curled 
wood. The oak-knobs cannot be employed in this manner as they arc commonly 
worm-eaten and rotten within. At prefent the Swedes no longer make ufe of fuch 
bowls and difhes, but make ufe of earthenware, or vefTcls made of other wood. Some 
knobs are of an uncommon fize, and make a tree have a monflrous appearance. Trees 
with knobs arc very common in the woods of this country*. 

The roads are good or bad according to the difference of the ground. In a fandy 
foil the roads are dry and good ; but in a clayey one they are bad. The people here 
are likewife very carclefs in mending them. If a rivulet be not very great, they do not 
make a bridge over it ; and travellers may do as well as they can to get over : l^ere- 
fore many people are in danger of being drowned in fuch places, where the water is 

* In Siberia, and in the province of Wiatka, in the government of Cazan, in Ru(fia» the inhabitants 
make ufe of the knobs, which are pretty frequently found in birches, to make bowls and other domeilic 
utcnfiU thereof. They are turned, made pretty thin, and covered with a kind of varnifh, which gives 
tliern a pretty appearance; for the utenfil looks yellow, and is marbled quite in« pidlurefque manner, with 
brown veins. The belt kind of thefe vefleU are made fo thin that they are femidiaphanous, and when fiut 
into hot water they grow quite pliant, and may be formed by main force, ^uitc flit, but when again left 
tochemfelves, and grown cold, they return to their original ftiape. T'bis kind of wood is called, in Ruflia, 
kap, and the vcflcls made of it, kappowie tchaflikt, and arc pretty high in price, when they arc of the 
bell kindy and well varnlihcd. F. 
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rifen l?y a, heavy *s^* When a tree fells acrofs the road, it is fcldom cut off, to keep 
the road' cl(E^,' bat the pe(»le go round it. This they can eafily do, fince the ground 
is very even, and widiout Itones ; has no underwood or ihrubs, and the trees on It 
much afunder. Hence the roads here have fo many bendings. 

The forms are moft of them lingle, and you feldom meet with even two together, 
except in towns, or places which are intended for towns ; therefore there are but few 
villages. Each farm has its corn-fields, its woods, its paftures and meadows. This 
may perhaps have contributed fomcthing towards the extirpation of wolves, that they 
everywhere met with houfes, and people who . fired at them. Two or three famtk 
houfes have generally a pafiure or a wood in common, and there are feldom more to- 
gether ; but moft of them have their own grounds divided.from the others. 

Dec. 1 8th. All perfons who intend to be married, muft either have their banns 
publilhed three times from the pulpit, or get a licence from the governor. The banns 
of the poorer fort of people only are publiftied, and all thofe who are a little above 
them get a licence from the governor. In that licence he declares that he has examined 
the aftair, and found no obftacles to hinder the marriage, and therefore he allows it. 
The licence is figned by the governor ; but, before he delivers it, the bridegroom muft 
come to him in company with two creditable and well-known men, who anfwer for him, 
that there really is no lawful obftacle to his marriage. Thefe men muft fubferibe a cer- 
tificate, in which they m^kc themfelvcs anfwerable for, and engage to bear all the 
damages of, any complaints made by the relations of the perfons who intend to be 
married, by their guardians, their m^ers, or by thofe to whom they may have been 
promifed .before. For all thefe circumftances the governor cannot poffibly know. 
They further certify that nothing hinders the intended marriage, and that nothing 
is to be feared on that account. For a ’licence they pay five and twenty ihillings in 
Penfy Iranian money, at Philadelphia. The governor keeps twenty Ihillings, or one 
pound, and the remaining five ihillings belong to his fecretary. The licence is dire^ed 
only to proteftant clergymen. The quakers have a peculiar licence to their marriages. 
But as it would be very troublefomc, efpecially for thofe who live far from the gover- 
nor’s refidence, to come up to town for every licence, and to bring the men with them 
who are to anfwer for them, the clergymen in the country commonly take a fuilicient 
number of licences and certificates, which are ready printed, with blanks left for the 
names ; they give them occafionally, and get the common money, one pound five ibil- 
lings, for each of them, befides fomething for their trouble. The money that they 
have collefted, they deliver to the governor as foon as they come to town, together 
with the certificates, which are figned by two men, as above-mentioned ; they then 
take again as many licences as they think fuflicient : from hence we may conceive that 
the governors in the EngHfli North American colonies, befides their felaries, have very 
confiderable revenues *. 

There i^ a great mixture of people of all forts in thefe colonies, partly of fuch as are 
lately come over from Europe, and partly of fuch as have not yet any fettled place of 
abode. Hence it frequently happens that when a clergyman has married fuch a couple, 
the bridegroom fays he has no money at prefent, but would pay the fee at the firft op- 
portunity : however he goes off with his wife, and the clergyman never gets his due» 

, • Though it is very d«iirable that the membeni of the church of England may enjoy the fame religious 
liberty in America as the reft of their fellow-fubjefts, and have every part of their religious cftablilhment 
among thcmfelve8,*and that therefore biihops might be introduced in America, it is however to he 
feared this will prove one of the obftacles to the iutroducing of Englilh biihops in that part oS the 
world. 

This 
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This proceeding has given occafion to a cuftom which is now common in IVXaryland. 
When the clergyman marries a very poor couple, he breaks off in the middle of die 
Ikuigy, and cries out. Where is my fee ? The man mull then give the money, and the 
cleigyman proceeds ; but if the bridegroom has no money, the clergyman defers the 
marriage till another time, when the man is better provided. People of fortune, of 
whom the clergyman is fure to get his due, need not fear this difagreeable queftion, 
when they are married. , 

However, though the parfon has, got licences to marry a couple, yet if he be not 
Very careful, he may get into very difagreeable circumitances ; for in many parts of the 
country there is a law made, which, notwithfhmding the governor’s licence, greatly 
limits a clergyman in fome cafes. He is not allowed to marry a couple who are not 
yet of age, unlefs he be certain of the confent of their parents. He cannot marry fuch 
ftrangers as have bound themfclves to ferve a certain number of years, in order to pay 
off their paffage from Europe, without the confent of their mailers'; if he a£ls without 
their confent, or in oppoiition to it, he muft pay a penalty of fifty pounds, Penfylvania 
currency, though he has the licence, and the certificate of the two men who are to 
anfwer for any obje£lion. But parents or mailers give themfelves no concern about 
thefe men, but take hold of the clergyman, who is at liberty to profecute thofe who 
gave him the certificate, and to get his damages repaid. With the confent of the pa« 
rents and mailers, he may marry people widiout danger toliimfelf. No cleigyman is 
allowed to marry a negro with one or European extraflion, or he muil pay a penalty 
of one hundred pounds, according to the laws gf Penfylvania. 

There is a very peculiar diverting cuitom here, in regard to marrying. When a man 
dies, and leaves his widow in great poverty, or fo that*&e cannot pay ail the debts udth 
what little ihe has left ; and that, notwithilanding jdl thal, there is a perfon who will 
marry her, ihe muil be married in no other habit than her ihift. By that means, 
ihe leaves to the creditors of her deceafed huiband her cloatlis, and every thing which 
they find in the houfe. But ihe is not obliged to pay them any thing more, becaufe 
ihe has left them all ihe was worth, even her cloaths, Weeping only a ihift to cover her, 
which the laws of the country cannot refufc her. As foon as me is married, and no 
longer belongs to the deceafed huiband, ihe puts on the cloaths which the fecond has 
^ven her. The Swediih clergymen here have often been obliged to marry a woman 
m a drefs which is fo little expenfive, and fo light. This appears from the regiiters kept 
in the churches, and from the accounts given by the clergymen themfelves. I have 
likewife often feen accounts of fuch marriages in the Engliih gazettes, which are printed 
*!n thefe colonies ; and 1 particularly remember the following relation: A woman went, 
with no other drefs than her ihift, out of the houfe of her deceafed huiband to thar of 
her bridegroom, who met her half way with fine new cloaths, and faid, before ;dl who 
were prefent, that he lent them his bride ; and put them on her with his own hands. It 
feems he faid that he lent the cloaths, left, if he had faid he gave them, the^reditors of 
the firft huiband ihould come and take them from her ; pretending, that ihe vras looked 
upon as the relid of her firft huiband, before ihe was married to the fecond. 

Dec. 2 1 ft. It feems very probable, from the following obfervations, that long before 
the arrival of the Swedes, there have been Europeans in this province ; and, in the 
fequel, we ihall give more confirmations of this opinion. The fame old Maons Keen, 
whom I have already mentioned before, told me repeatedly, that, on the arrival of the 
Swedes in the laft century, and on their making a fettlement, called ^elfingburg, on 
the Jjanks of the Delaware, fomewhat below the place where Salem is now fituated ; 
thqr found, at the depth of twenty feet, fome wells, inclofed with walls. This could 

not 
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»bt be R of ilie nAtive Americans, or Indians, as bricks were entirely unl^NO to 

them wheiR the Ikiiro^esms firft fettled here, at the end of the fifteenth century ; and 
they ftill lefs knew how to make ufe of them. The welb were at that time on the 
land ; but in fuch a place, on the banks of the Delaware, as is fometimes under water, 
and fometimes dry. But fince the ground has been fo walked away, that the wells are 
entirely covered by the river, and the water is fcldom low enough to Ihew the wells. 
As the Swedes afterwards made new wells for themfclvesj at fome diftance from the 
former, they difeovered in the ground, fome broken earthen veffels, and fome entire , 
good bricks ; and they have often got them out of the ground by ploughing. 

From thefe marks, it feeras we may conclude, that, in times of yore, either Euro- 
peans, orother pe«^leofthe then civilized parts of the world, have been carried hither 
by ftorms, or other accidents, fettled here, on the banks of the river, burnt bricks, and 
made a colony here ; but that they afterwards mixed with the Indians, or were killed 
by them. They may gradually, by converfing with the Indians, have learnt their man- 
ners, and turn of thinking. The Swedes themfelves are accufed, that they were already 
half Indians, when the Englilh arrived in the year 1682. And we ftill fee, that the 
French, Englilh, Gormans, Dutch, and other Europeans, who have lived for feveral 
years together in diftant provinces, near and among the Indians, grow fo like them, in 
their behaviour and thought^, that they can only be diftinguiihed by the difference of 
their colour. Bu: hiftory, together with the tradition among the Indians, affures us, 
that the above-mentioned wells and bricks cannot have been made at the time of Co- 
lumbus’s expedition, nor foon after ; as the traditions of the Indians fay, that thofe wells 
w'ere made long before that epocha. This account of the wells, which had been in- 
clofed with bricks, and of fuch bridks as have been found in feveral places in the ground, 

I have afterwards heard repeated by nuny other old Swedes. 

Dec. 2 2d. An old farmer foretold a change of the weather, becaufe the air was 
very warm this day at noon, though the morning had been very cold. This he like- 
wife concluded, from having obferved the clouds gathering about the fun. The 
meteorological obfervations annexed to this work, will prove that his obfervation 
was juft. / 

Dec. 31ft. The remedies againft the tooth-ach are almoft as numerous as days in a 
year. There is hardly an old woman but can tell you three or four fcore of them, of 
which (he is perfeftly certain that they are as infelliblc and fpeedy in giving relief, as a 
month’s faftiug, by bread and water, is to a burthenfome paunch. Yet it happens often, 
nay, too frequently, that this painful difeafe eludes all this formidable army of reme- 
dies. However, I cannot forbear obferving the following remedies, which have fome- 
times, in this country, been found effectual againft the tooth-ach. 

When the pains come from the hollowncfs of the teeth, the following remedy is faid 
to have had a good effe£I : A little cotton is put at the bottom of a tobacco-pipe ; the 
tobacco is pu( in upon it, and lighted ; and you fmoke till it is almoft burnt up. By 
fmoking, the oil of the tobacco gets into the cotton, which is then taken out, and applied 
to the tooth as hot as it can be fullered. 

The chief remedy of the Iroquois, or Iroquefe, againft the tooth-ach, occafioned by 
hollow teeth, I heard of Captain Lindfey’s lady, at Ofwcgo; and Ihe affured me, that 
(he knew, from her own experience, that the remedy was effedual. They take the feed 
capfules of the Virginian Anemone, as foon as the feed is ripe, and rub them in pieces. 
It will then be rough, and look like cotton. This cotton-like iubftarice is dipped into 
ftrong brandy, and then put into the hollow tooth, which commonly ceafes to ache foon 
after. The brandy is biting or Iha^p, and the feeds of the anemone, as moft feeds of 
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the polyandria polygynia cla& of plants (or fuch as have many ftamina, or maloflowen^ 
and many piftilla, or female flowers) have Hkewife an acrimony. They therefoi^ bpth 
together, help to afluage the pain; and this remedy is much of tile fame kind with the 
former. Befidcs that, we have many feeds which have the fame qualities with the 
American anemone. < 

The following remedy was much in vogue again!! the tooth-ach which is attended 
with a fwelling : They boil gruel of flour of maize, and milk ; to this they add, 
whilft it is yet over the fire, fome of the fat of hogs or other fuel, and ftir it well, 
that every thing may mix equally. A handkerchief is then fpread over the gruel, and 
applied as hot as poflible to the fwelled cheek, where it is kept till it is gone cool again. 
1 have found, that this remedy has been very efficacious againft a fw^elling ; as it Icflens 
the pain, abates the fwelling, opens a gathering if there be any, and procures a good 
difeharge of the pus. 

1 have feen the Iroquefe boil the inner bark of the fambucus Canadenfis, or Canada 
elder, and put it on that part of the check in which the pain w as mo/t violent. This, 
i am told, often diminiffies the pain. 

Among the Iroquefe, or Five Nations, upon the river Mohawk, I faw a young Indian 
woman, who, by frequent drinking of tea, had got a violent tooch-ach. 'I’o cure it, Ihc 
boiled the myrica afplenii folia, and tied it, as hot as flie could bear it, on the whole 
cheek. She laid, that remedy had often cured the looth-ffch before. 

Jan. ad, 1749- Before the Europeans, under the dirtclion ofcolumbu!;, came to 
the Welt Indies, the favages dr Indians (who lived there lince times immemorial) were 
entirely unacquainted with iron, which appears very llrange to us, as North America, 
almoft in every part of it, contains a number of •iron mines. '1 hey were therefore 
obliged to fupply this want with fliarp Hones, Ihells, daws of birds and wild bcafls, 
pieces of bones, and other things of that kind, whenever they intended to make 
hatchets, knives, and fuch like iiiflrumcnts. From hence it appears, that they mult 
have led wretched life. 'I'he old Swedes, who lived here, and had had an in- 

tercourfe with the Indisms w hen they were )ounj^, and at a time when they were yet 
very numerous in thofc parts, could tell a great many things concerning their manner 
of living. At this time the people find accidentally, by ploughing and digging in the 
ground, fevcral of the inflruments which the Indians employed, before the Swedes and 
other Europeans had provided them with iron tools. For it is ubfervable that the In- 
dians at prelcnt make ufe of no other tools, than fuch as are made of iron and other metals, 
and which they always get from the Europeans. Of this 1 lhall be more particular, 
in its proper place. But having had an opportunity of feeing , and partly collecting a 
great many of the ancient Indian tools, I flrall here deferibe them. 

Their hatchets were made of Hone. Their fliape is fimilar to that of the wedges 
with which we cleave our wood, about half a foot long, and broad in proporrioti ; 
they are made like a wedge, ffiarp at one end, but rather blunter than our wedges. 
As this hatchet mull be fixed on a handle, there was a notch made all round the thick 
end. To fallen it, they Ijtlit a Hick at one end, and put the Hqne between it, fo 
that the two halves of the (tick come into the notches of the Hone ; then they lied 
the tw'o Iplit ends together with a rope, or fomething like it, almoH in the fame way 
as fmiths fallen the inllrument with which they cut off iron, to a iplit Hick. Some 
of thele ttone-hatchels were not notched or furrowed at the upper end, and it feenis 
tbey only held thofe in their hands in order to hew or Itrike with them, and did not 
laake handles to them, Moll of the hatchets which I have fecn, conlillcd of a hard 
yock-ltone ; but lome were made of a fine, hard, black, apyrous Hone. When the 

4 Indians 
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Indians to fell a thick ftrong tree, they could not make ufe of their hatchets, 

but, for want of proper inftruments, employed fire. They fct fire to a great quantity 
of wood at the roots of the tree, and made it fall by that means. But that the fire 
might not reach higher than they would have it, they fattened fome rags to a pole^ 
<lippcd them into water, and kept continually wattling the tree, a little above the fire. 
Whenever they intended to hollow out a thick tree for a canoe, they laid dry branches 
all along the ftem of the tree, as far as it mutt be hollowed out. They then put fire 
to thole dry branches, and as foon as they were burnt, they were replaced by others. 
Whilft thel'e branches were burning, the Indians were very bufy with wet rags, and 
pouring water upon the tree, to prevent the fire from fpreading too far on the fides, 
and at the ends. The tree being burnt hollow as far as they found it fulficient, or as 
far as it could, without damaging the canoe, they took the above deferibed ttone- 
hatchets, or lharp flints, and quartzes, or iharp fliclls, and feraped ofi^ the burnt 
part of the wood, and fmoothened the boats within. By this means they likewife 
gave it what ttiape they picafed. Inttcad of cutting with a hatchet fuch a piece of 
wood as was neceflary for making a canoe, they likewife employed fire. A canoe 
was connnoiily between thirty and forty feet long. Tiie chief ufe of their hatchets 
was, according to the unanimous accounts of all the Swedes, to make good fields 
for maize-plantations ; for ?f the ground where they intended to make a maize-field 
was covered with trees, they cut ofl* the bark all round the trees with their hatchets, 
cfpccially at the time when they lofe their fap. Ly that* means the tree became dry 
and could not take any more nourittimcnt, and the leaves could no longer obttru^ 
the rays of the fun from patting. , The fmaller trees were then pulled out by main 
force, and the ground was a little turned 'up with crooked or lliarp branches. 

Inftead of knives they were fatisfi^d with little lharp pieces of flint or quartz, or 
elfc fome other hard kind of a ftone, or with a lharp Ihell, or with a piece of a bone 
which they had lharpened. 

At the end of their arrows they fattened narrow angulated pieces of ftone ; they 
made ufe of them, having no iron to make them lharp again, or a wood of fulficient 
hardnefs : thefe points were commonly flints or quartzes, but fometimes likewife 
another kind of a ftone. Some employed the bones of animals, or the claws of birds 
and hearts. Some of thefe ancient harpoons are very blunt, and it feems that the 
Indians might kill birds and ftuall quadrupeds with them ; but whether they could 
; enter deep into the body of a great bcaft or of a man, by the velocity which they get 
from the bow, I cannot afceriain ; yet fome have been found very lharp and well 
made. 

They^ had ftone peftlcs, about a foot long, and as thick as a man’s arm. They 
confift chiefly of a black fort of a ftone, and were formerly employed by the In- 
dians, for pounding maize, which has, fince times immemorial, been their chief and 
alinoft their only corn. They had neither wind-mills, water-mills, nor hand-mills, to 
grind it, and did not fo much as know a mill !>eforc the Europeans came into the 
country, I have fpoken with old Frenchmen in Canada, who told me that the In- 
dians had been allonilhed beyond expreflion when the French fet up the firft wind- 
mill. They came in numbers, even from the moft diftant parts, to view this wonder, 
and were not tired with fitting near it for fcveral days together, in order to obferve 
it ; they were long of opinion that it was not driven by the wind, but by the fpirits 
who lived within it. They were partly under the fame aftonilhment when the firft 
water-mill was built. They formerly pounded all thw com or maize in hollow trees, 
with the above-mentioned peftlcs, made of ftone. Many Indians had only wooden 
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pciljes. The blackifli ftoae,^bf which the hatchets ahd peftles are ibmetitrt<» ttttidbf 
is very good for a grindllone, and therefore both the Englifli and tht SSwied^ 
employ the hatchets and peftles chiefly as grindftones, at prefent, when they cad get 
them. 

The old boilers or kettles of the Indians, were either made of clay, or of differ^t , 
kinds of potftone, ( lapis ollaris). The former confided of a dark clay, miat with 
grains of white fand.br quartz, and burnt in the fire. Many of thefe kettles have 
' two holes in the upper margin, on each fide one, through which the Indi<ihs put a 
/lick, and held the kettle over the fire, as long as it was to boil. Moll of the kettles 
have no feet. It is remarkable that no pots of this kind have been found glazed, 
either on the outfide or the infidc. A few of the oldeft Swedes could yet re- 
member feeing the Indians boil their meat in thefe pots. They are very thin, and of . 
different fizes ; they are made fometinies of a greenifh, and lometimes of a grey pot- 
ftone, and fome are made of another fpecics of apyrous ftone ; the bottom and the 
margin are frequently above an inch thick. The Indians, notwithftanding their being 
unacquainted with iron, ftcel, and other metals, have learnt to hollow out very iii- 
genioufly thefe pots or kettles of pot-ftonc. 

The old tobacco-pipes of the Indians arc likewife made of clay, or pot-ftone, or 
ferpentine-flone. The firft fort arc fliaped like our fobacco-pipcs, though much 
coarfer and not fo well made. The tube is thick and fliort, hardly an inch long, 
but fometinies as long as a finger ; their colour comes neareft to that of our tobacco- 
pipes which have betii long ulbd. Their tobacco-pipes of pot-ftone are made of the 
fame ftone as their kettles. Some of them arc pretty well made, though they had 
neither iron nor fteel. But befidvs thefe kinds of tob.acco-pipe8, we find another fort 
of pipes, uhich are made with great ingenuity, of a v(?ry fine red pot-ftone, or ^ 
kind of ferpentinc marble. They are very fcarce, and feldom made ufe of by any 
other than the Indian fachems, or elders. The fine red ftone, of which thefe pipes 
arc made, is likewife very fcarce, and is found only in the country of thofe Indians 
who are called ingouez, and who, according to father Charlevoix, live on die other 
fide of the river Sliflifippi*. The Indians themfelvcs commonly value a pipe of this 
kind as much as a piece of filver of the fame fize, and fomelimes they make it ftill 
dearer. Of the fame kind of ftone commonly confifts their pipe of peace, which the 
French call calumet de paix, and which they make ufe of in their treaties of peace 
and alliances. Moll authors who have wrote of thefe nations mention this inftrutneiu, 
and 1 intend to fpeak of it when an opportunity offers. 

The Indians employ hooks made of bone, or bird’s claws, inftead of fifhing-hooks. 
Some of tliG oldeft Swedes here told me, that when they were young, a great numb(^ 
of Indians had been in this part of the country, which was then Cidled New Sweden, 
and had caught fifhes in the river Delaware with thefe hooks. 

They made fire by rubbing one end of a hard piece of wood continually againft 
another dry one, till the wood began to fmoke, and afterwards to bum. 

Such were the tools of the ancient Indians, and the ufe which they made of them, 
before the Europeans invaded this country^ and before they (the Indians) were ac- 
quainted with the advantages of iron. North f' America abounds in iron-mines, and 
tiie Indians lived all about the country befo|^ the arrival of the Europeans, ib that 
feveral places can be fhewn in this country where at prefent there are iron-mines, and 
ij;here not a hundred years ago, flood gft»t ^gwns or villages of the Indians. It is 

1 

• Sec li/tf Journal hllloriqucd’un voyage de rAmcrique* Tome v. p.m. ail* and the 13th letter. 
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th^f(Mm;;yi^7t«iR3ii:abIe, tljat the Indians did not knots how to make ufe-of ^ metal 
Of oitf which was al\WyiB und^ their eyes, and on which they could not avoid, treswiing 
every day. They even lived upon the very fpots where iron ores were afterwards 
found, and yet they often went many miles in order to get a wretched hatchet, knife, 

^ or the like, as above defcribed. They were forced to employ feveral days in order to 
fharpen their tools, by rubbing them againft a rock, or other Itones, though the ad> 

• vantage was far from being equal to the labour. For they could never cut down a. 
thick tree with their hatchets, and with difficulty they felled a fmall one. They could' 
not hollow out a tree with their hatchets, or do p hundredth part of the work whicli' 
we can perform with eafe, by the help of Our iron hatchets. Thus we fee how dif-' 
advantageous the ignorance and inconfiderate contempt of ufeful arts is. Happy is the 
'• country which knows their full value! 

January the 5th. Chriftmas-day was celebrated this day by the Swedes and Engliih, 
for they kept them to the old llile. 

January the 6th. There are a great number of hares In this country, but they 
differ from our Swediffi ones in their fize, which is very fmall, and but little bigger 
than that of a rabbit; they keep almoil the fame grey colour both in fummer and 
winter, which our northern hares have in fummer only; the tip of their ears is al- 
ways grey, and not blacky the tail is likewife grey on the upper fide, at all feafons; 
they breed feveral times a year : in fpring they lodge their young ones in hollow trees, 
and in fummer, in the months of June and July, they breed in the grafs. When 
they are furprifed they commonly take refuge in hollow trees, out of which they are 
taken by means of a crooked flick, or by cutting a hole into the tree, oppofitc to 
the place where they lie ; or by’fmoke. which is occafioned by making a fire on the 
i outfide of the tree. On all thefe occauons the greyhounds muft be at band. Thefe 
hares never bite, and can be touched without any danger. In day-time they ufually 
lie in hollow trees, and hardly ever ftir from thence, unlefs they be difturbed by men 
or dogs ; but in the night they come out, and feek their food. In bad weather, 
or when it fnows, they lie clofe for a day or two, and do not venture to leave their , 
retreats. They do a great deal of mifehief in the cabbage-field.s ; but apple-trees 
fuffer infinitely more from them, for they peel off all the bark next to the grounds 
The people here agreed that the hares are fatter in a cold and fevere winter, than in 
a mild and wet one, of which they could give me feveral reafons, from their own con- 
jedurc>6. 'J'hc fkin is ufelefs, becaufe it is fo loofe that it can be drawn off ; for when 
you would feparate it from the flelh, you need only pull at the fur, and the fkin foU 
lows : thefe hares cannot be tamed. They were at all times, even in themidfl of win-’ 
vter, plagued with a number of common fleas*. 

Jaif. 16th. The common mice were in great abundance in the towns and in the 
country ; they do as much mifehief as in the old countries. Oldmixon in his book, 
the Britifl) Empire in America, vol. i. p. 444, writes, that North America had neither 
rats nor mice before European fhips brought them over. How far this is true I know- 
not. It is undoubted, that in feveral defart places, where no man ever lived, I have 
feen and killed the common mice in crevices of Hones or mountains ; and is it pro- 
bable that all fuch mice as are fpread in this manner, throughout the inland 
• 

* This account fufficicntly proves^ that thefe hares arc a fpecies diftinA** from oar European reddifli 
grey kind) and alfo of that /^cies or variety only, which iu the northern parts of Europe and Alia is 
white in winter, with black tipped ears, and has a grey coat in fummer. Upon ,a clofcr exainiiution' 
nalurali&s will perhaps find a^re charadlers to diftinguiih them more accurately. F. * 

V ' . ' parts 
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parts' of the country, derive that origin from thofe which were brought over from 
Europe? 

Rats likcwife may be ranked among thofe animals which do great damage in this 
country. They live both in the citie.. and in the country, and deftroy their provkions. 
Their iize is the f^me with that of our rats, but their colour differs ; for they are grey, 
or blue-grey. I enquired of the Swedes, whether thefe rats had been here prior to the 
arrival of the Europeans, or whether they came over in the fliips ? But I could not get an 
anfwer which I might depend upon. All agreed, that a number of thefe dangerous 
and mifehievous animals were every jear brought to America, by fliips from Europe 
and other countries. But Mr. Bartram maintained, that before the Europeans fettled 
here, rats had been in the country ; for he fliw a great nUtnber of them on the high 
mountains which are commonly called the blue mountains, where they lived among 
flones, and in the fubterraneous grottoes which are in thofe mountains. 'I'hey always 
lie very clofe in the day-limei and you hardly ever fee one out ; but at night they come 
out, and make a terrible noife. "When the cold was very violent, they feemed quite 
torpid } for during the continuance of the cold weather, one could not hear the Icaft 
noife or flirieking, occafioned by them. It is to be obl'ervcd, that neither the Swedes 
nor the Englifli have any dark windows in their houfes here. There is hardly a 
dormer-window in the garret ; but only loofe boards. The walls in the wooden huufes 
are frequently not clofcd, even w'ith mofs ; fo that the roo'nis, though they have fires 
in them, are no warmer than theoutflde apartment, or hall. The rooms where, the 
fervants fleep have never any *fire in them, though the winter is pretty fevere fornc- 
times. The rats have therefore, little or no warmth in w'inter ; but as foon as a 
milder feafon makes its appearance, they come out again. "We obferved fcveral limes 
this w'inter, that the rats were very aftive, aiid made ah unufual noife all night, juft 
before a fevere cold. It feems, they had fonie fenfation of cold w’cather being at himd ; 
and that they therefore eat fufiiciently, or ftored up provifions. In mild weather, they 
were ufed to carry away apples, and other provifions : therefore, we could always 
conclude with certainty, when the rats made an uncommon noife at night or were 
extremely greedy, that a fevere cold w^ould cnfuc. I have already obferved, that the 
grey fquirrds in this country have the fame quality. When thefe, and the common 
mice eat maize, they do not confurae the whole grains, but only the loofe, fweet, and 
foft kernel, and leave the reft. 

Jan 2ift. . The cold now equalled that of Sweden, though this country is fo much 
more foutherly. The Celfian or Swedifh thermometer was twenty two degrees below 
•the freezing point in the morning. As the rooms are without any fhuiters liere, the 
cracks in the walls not clofed with mofs, and fometimes no fire-place or chimney in the 
room, the winters here mult be very difagrecable to one who is ufed to our Sv^edifli 
warm winter- rooms. But the greateft comfort here is, that the cold is of a very fhort 
duration. Some days of this month, the room which I lodged in was fuch, that I could 
not write two lines before the ink would freeze in my pen. When I did not write, I 
could not leave the ink-ftand on the table ; but was forced to put it upon the hearth, 
or into my pocket. Yet, notwithftanding it was fo cold, as appears from the meteo- 
rological obfervations annexed to this work ; and though it fnowed fometimes for 
fevetal days and nights together, and the fnow lay near fix inches high upon the 
ground ; yet all the cattle are obliged to flay, day and night, in the fields during 
the whole winter. For neither the Englifh nor the Swedes had any ftables ; but the 
Germans and^Dutch had preferved the cuftom of their couiUry, and generally kept 
their cattle m'ftablcs during winter. Almoft all the old Sv^es fay, that on thdr 

firft 
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firft arrival in this coantry, they made liable for their cattle, as is ufual in Sweden ; 
but as the En^liih came and fettled among them, and left their cattle in the Helds 
all winter, as is cuftomary in England, they left off their former cullom and adopted 
the Englilh one. They owned, however, that the cattle fuffered greatly in winter 
when it was very cold, efpecially when it froze after a rain ; and that fome cattle were 
killed by it in feveral places, in the long winter of the year 1741. About noon, the 
cattle went out into the woods, where there were yet foine leaves on the young oak ;; 
but they did not eat the leaves, and dnly bit off the extremities of the branches and' 
the tops of the youngelt oaks. The horfes went into the maize fields, and eat the dry 
leaves on the few ilalks which remained. The Ih . ;p ran about the woods and on the 
corn-fields. I’he chickens perched on the trees of the gardens at night ; for they had 
no particular habitations. The hogs were likewife expofed to the roughnefs of the- 
weather, within a final! inclofure. 

A fmall kind of birds, which the Swedes call fnow-bird, and the Engliflt chuck-bird, 
came into the houfes about this time. At other times, they fought their food along 
the roads. They are fcldoin feen but when it fnow^s. Catelby, in' his Natural Hiftory 
of Carolina, calls it paffer nivalis ; and Dr. Linnaeus, in his Syffema Naturae, calls it 
emberiza hycmalis. 

The river Delaware wa,^ now covered with ice oppofite Philadelphia, and even 
fomewhat lower, and the people could walk over it j but nobody ventured to ride over 
on horfeback. * 

Jan. 2 2d. There are partridges in this country ; but they are not of the fame kind 
with ours. The Swedes called them fometiiiies rapphons (partridges), and foinetimcs 
aekkerhoens (quails). Some ,of the Englilh likewife called them partridges, others 
quails. Their lhape is ulmoff the fame with that of the European partridges, and their 
nature and qualities the fame; I mean, they run and hide themfelves, when purfued. 
But they are finallcr, and entirely different in colour. In this work 1 cannot infert 
at large, the deferiptions which I have made of birds, infefts, quadru|)eds, and plants ; 
becaufc it would fwcll my volume too much. I only obferve, that the feet are naked 
and 'not hairy; the back is fpotted with brow'ii, black, and w'hite; the brcafl is dark 
yellow ; and the belly whitilh, with black edges on the tips of the foalhors. The lize' 
is nearly that of a hazoi-hen, or tetrao bonafia. Above each eye is a narrow ftroke of 
whitilh yellow'. 'I'hefe birds are numerous in this part of the country. On going but 
a little way, you meet with great coveys of them. However, they keep at a great 
diilance Irom towns ; being either extirpated or frightened there by the frequent 
Ihooting. They are aKva\ s in leffcr or greater coveys, do not fly very much, but run 
in the tVdds, and keep under the bu&cs and near the inclofures, where they i'e k 
their food. 'J’hey are reckoned very delicious fijod ; and the people here prepare tliem 
in different w'ays. For tliat purpofe they are caught, and fliot in great nuinbers. 
.They are caught by puttitjg up a fieve, or a fquare open box, made of boards, in the 
places they frequent Thi> people llrew fomc oats under the fieve, and litt it up on 
one fide by a little flick, and as loon as the partridges are got under the fieve, in order 
to pick up the oats, it falls, and they are caught alive. Sometimes they get feveral 
partridges at once. When they run in the bulhes, you can come very near them, 
without ftarting them. When they lleep at night, they come together , in an heap. 
They fcratch in the bullies and upon the field, like cojumon chickens. In fpriug they 
make their nefts, either under a biilh or in the mtuze fields, or on the hills in the opoi 
.air ; they fcratch fome l||||r together, into whicli they lay about thisteen W'hitc eggs. 
They eat feveral forts of corn, and feeds of grafs. They have likewife been feen eating 
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the berries of fumach, or rbiis|ilabra« Some people haye takim ifltem aiid kept f 

them in a cage till they were tamet then they let them go } and they followed ?!&<• 
chicken.s, and never left the court.yards. . 

The inclofures made ufe of in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but efpccially in New ' ^ 
York, are thofe, which on account of their ferpentine form rcfembling worms, are 
called worm-fences in Englilh. The poles which compofe this fence are taken from 
difi'erent trees ; but they are not ail of equal duration : the red cedar is reckoned ihe * 
< mo/l durable of any, Tor it holds out above thirty years : but it is very fcarce, 
grows only in a fingle place hereabouts, fo that no fences can be made of it. It is 
. true, the fences about Philadelphia (which however are different from the worm-fences) 
are all made of red cedar ; but it has been brought by water from Egg-harbour, where 
it grows in abundance. The fupports on which the poles lie are made of the white cedar, 
or cupreffus thyoides, and the poles which are laid between them of the red cedar or 
juniperus Virginiana. Next to the cedar- wood, oak and chefnut are reckoned bell. ® 
Chefnut is commonly preferred, but it is not every where fo plentiful as to be made 
into fences ; in its ftead they make ufe of feveral forts of oak. In order to make 
inclofures, the people do not cut down the young trees, as is common wiih us, but 
they fell here and there thick trees, cut them in feveral places, leaving the pieces as 
long as it is ncccffary, andfplit them into poles of the u(ual thicknofs: a fingle tree 
aflbrds a multitude of poles. Several old men in this country told me, that the Swedes, 
on their arrival here, made* fuch inclofures as are ufual in Sweden, but they were 
forced to leave off in a few years time, becaufe they could not get poftvS enough ; for 
they had found by experience, that a port being put into the ground would not laft 
above four or fix years before the part under .ground* was entirely rotten ; but the chief 
thing was, that they could not get any Twitches for to tie them together ; they made 
feme of hiccory, which is one of the tougheft trees in this country, and of the white 
oak ; but in the fpace of a year or two the fwitches were rotten, and the fence fell in 
pieces of itfelf, therefore they were forced to give over making fuch mclofures. Several 
of the new comers again attempted, but with the fame bad fuccefs, to make fences 
with polls and fwitches. The Swedilh way of inclofing therefore will not fucceed 
here. Thus the worm-fences are one of the moft ufeful forts of inclofures, cfpecially 
as they cannot get any port, made of the woods of this country, to Hay above fix or 
eight years in the ground without rotting. The poles in this country are very heavy, 
and the polls cannot bear them well, efpecially when it blows a llorm ; Jjut the worm- • 
fences arc cafily put up again when they are thrown down. Experience has Ihewn 
that an inclofure made of chefnut or white oak feldom holds out above ten or twelve 
years, before the poles and polls are thoroughly rotten : when the poles are made of 
other wood, the fences hardly Hand fix <9t eight years. Confidering how much more 
wood the worm-fcnces require, (fince they run in bendings) than other indofures 
which go in llraight lines, and that they are fo foon ufelefs, one may imagine how the 
forells will be confumed, and what fort of an appearance the country will have forty or 
fifty years hence, in cafe no alteration is made ; efpecially as woods is really fquandered 
away in immenfe quantities, day and night all the winter, or nearly one half oi the year, 
for Fuel. 

Feb. 8th. The mulk-rats, fo called by the Englilh in this country, on account of 
their feent, are pretty common in North America j they always live near the water, 
efpecially on the banks of lakes, rivers, and brooks. On travelling to places where 
are, you fe^the holes which they have dug in the ground juft at the water's edge, 
or a little above its furface. In thefe holes they have their nelis, and. there they con- 
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tittue whenever they are not in the water in purfuit of food. The Swedes call them 
defmans rattor *, and the French, rats mufques. Linnaeus calls this anim^ caftor 
zibethicus. Thdr food is chiefly the mufcles which lie at the bottom of lakes and 
liven ; you fee a number of fuch Ihells near the entrance of their holes. I am told 
they likewife eat feveral kinds of, roots and plants, 'fhey differ from the European 
mulk*rat, or Lmnaeus’s caftor mofehatus. The teeth are the fame in both ; the tail of 
^e American is comprefled on the tides fo, that one fliarp edge goes upwards and the 
other downwards: the hind feet are not palmatcd, or joined by a moveable fldn, b.ut 
are peculiar for having mi both fldes of the feet, long, white, clofe, pectinated, ofF* 
ftan^ing hair, befides the ihort hair with which the feet are quite covered. Such hairs 
are on both fides of the toes, and do the fame fervice in fwimtmng as a web. Their 
lize is that of a little cat, or to be more accurate, the length of the body is about ten 
inches, and the tail of the fame length : the colour of the head, neck, back, fides, and^ 
of the outfide of the thighs, is blackifli brown ; the hairs are foft and iluning ; under* 
the neck, on the breads, and on the infide of the thighs, they are grey. Th^ey make 
their nells in the dykes that are ere&ed along the banks of rivers to keep off the water 
from the adjoining meadows ; but they often do a great deal of damage, by fpoiling 
the dykes with digging, and opening pailages for the water to come into the meadows ; 
whereas beavers flop up all the holes in a dyke or bank. They make their nefts of 
twigs and fuch like things Eternally, and carry foft duff* into them for their young ones 
to he upon. The Swedes aflerted that they could never, obferve a diminution in their 
number, but believed that they were as numerous at prefent as formerly. As they 
damage the banks fo confiderably the people are endeavouring to extirpate them when 
they can find out their neds the fkin i§ paid for, and this is an encouragement to« 
wards catching the animal. A (kin of a mufk>rat formerly cod but threepence, but 
at prefent they gave from fixpence to ninepence. The Ikins are chiefly employed by 
hatters, who make hats of the hair, which are faid to be nearly as good as beaver hats. 
The muflC'rats arc commonly caught in traps, with apples as baits. In the country of 
the Iroquefe, 1 faw thofe Indians following the holes of the mulk-rats, by digging till 
th^y came to their neds, where they killed them all. Nobody here eats their flelh ; 1 
do not know whether the Indians eat it, for they are commonly not over nice in the 
choice of meat. The mulk-bag is put between the deaths, in order to preferve them 
againd worms. It is very diflicult to extirpate thefe rats when they are once fettlea 
in a bank. A Swede, however, told me, that he had freed his bank, or piece of dyke 
along the river, from them in the following manner : he fought for all their hoJes,^ 
Hopped them all up with earth, excepting one, on that fide from whence the wind 
came. He put a quantity of fulphur into the open entrance, fet fire to it, and then 
clofed the hole, leaving but a fmall one for the wind to pafs through. The finokc of 
the fulphur then entered their mod remote neds, and Hifled all the animals. As fooa 
as the fulphur was burnt, he was obliged to dig up part of the ground in the bank,, 
where they had thdr neds ; and he found them lie dead by heaps. He fold the ikins, 
and they ^d his trouble, not to mention the advantage he got by clearing his bank of 
the muik*rats. 

Beavers were formerly abundant in New SwedSen, as all the old Swedes here told 
me* At that time they frw one bank after ano^hw raifed in the rivers by beavers* 


* Dcfm fignifies itiuJk in the Swediih, and ui fimic prnvincial dialed* of the German language; confe* 
■nenUy, definan rat is noUiing,but mufk-rat ; and from hence M. de Bnffon has formed hie oefoad at- 
Koflian mulk.rat. F* 
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But after the Europeans caaaie,.^over in great numbers, and chftivat^ the country 
better, the beavers have been paxtly killed, and partly extirpated, suid partly zee re- 
moved higher mto the country, where the people are not fo numerous. Iberefere 
there is but a iingle place in Penfy4vania where beavers are to be met with ; .their 
chief food is the bark of the beaver-tree, or magnolia glauca, which they prefer to any 
other. The Swedes therefore put branches of this tree near the beaver-dykes, into 
traps, which they laid for the beavers, whilft they were yet plentiful ; and they could 
almofl: be certain of good fuccels. Some perfons in Philadelphia have tamed beavers, 
fo* that they go a fiihing with them, and they always come back to their mailers. Majoi^’^ 
Roderfert', in New York, related that he had a tame beaver above half a year in his 
houfe, where he went about quite loole, like a dog. The Major gave him broad, and 
fometimes fiih, which he was very greedy of : he got as much water in a bowl as he 
wanted. All the rags and foft things he could meet with he dragged into a corner, 
where he was ufed to ileep, and made a bed of them. The cat in the houfe having 
kittens, took poiTeiTion of his bed, and he did not hinder her. When the cat went 
out, the beaver often took the kitten between his fore-paws, and held it to his breaft to 
warm it, and doated upon it ; as foon as the cat returned he gave her the kitten again. 
Sometimes he grumbled, but never did any hurt, or attempted to bite. 

The Englilh and the Swedes gave the name of mink to an animal of this country, 
which likewife lives cither in the water, or very near it. I haVe never had an opportunity 
to fee any more than the (kin of this animal ; but the lhape of the (kin, and tiie unani- 
mous accounts I have heard of it make me conclude, with much certainty, that it be- 
longed to the genus of weafels or raullelse. The greateft flein I ever faw, was one foot 
ci^ht inches-long, a lelTef one was about ten inches lohg, and about three inches one- 
third broad, before it was cut ; the colour was dark brown, and fometimes almofl 
black ; the tail was bufhy, as that of a marten ; the hair was very clofe, and the cars 
Ihort, with fhort hair. The length of the feet belonging to the lefler Ikin was ttbout 
two inches long. I am told this animal is fo fimilar to the American polecat, or 
viverra putorius, that they are hardly dillinguifhable *. I have had the following 
accounts given me of its way of living : it feldom appears in day time, but at night it 
comes out of the hollow trees, on the banks of rivers. Sometimes it lives in the 
docks and bridges, at Philadelphia, where it is a cruel enemy to the rats. Sometimes 
1l gets into the court-yards at night, and creeps into the chickcn-houfc, through a fmall 
hole, where it kills all the poultry, and fucks their bjood, but feldom eats one. If it 
meets with geefe, fowls, ducks, or other birds on the road, it kills and devours them. 
‘It lives upon hfli and birds. ' When a brook is near the houfes, it is not eafy to keep 
ducks and geefe, for the mink, which lives near rivers, kills the young ones. It firft 
kills as many as it can come at, and then it carries them off, and feafls upon them; In 
banks and dykes near the water, it likewife does mifehief with digging. To catch it 
the people put up traps, into which they put heads of bivds, fiflies, or other meat. The 
ikin is fold in the towns, and at Philadelphia j they give twenty-pence and even two 
Oiillings a-piece for them, according to their fize. Some of the ladies get muffs made 
of thefc fkins } but for the greateu part they are fent over to England, from whence 
they are diflributcd to other countries. The old Swedes told me that the Indians for- 
merly ufed to eat all kinds of fiefh, except that of the mink. 

I have already mentioned fomething of the raccoon ; I lhall here add more of the 

*«The mink, or miax, !» a kind of finall otter, which i» cl -iby Dr. Xiinnaeus, muftela lutreola, in his 
fyfte«,i.p.66. F. ^ 
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nature of tl&'inSiiialy in a place which is properly its native country *. The Englilh 
call it everywhere the name of raccoon, which name they have undoubtedly taken 
from one of the Indian nations ; the Dutch Ccsll it herpan; the Swedes, efpan ; and the 
Iroquefe, attigbro. It commonly lodges in hollow trees, lies clofe in the day-time, 
never going out but on a dark cloudy day ; but at night it rambles and feeks its food. 

I have been told by feveral people, shat in bad weather, efpecialiy when it Ihows and 
blows a ftorm, the raccoon lies in its hole for a w'ec-k together, without coming out 
oned ; during that time it lives by fucking and licking its paws. Its food are feveral 
forts of fruit, fuch as maize, whilft the ears arc /oft. In gardens it often does a great 
deahof damage among the apples, chefnuts, plumbs, and wild grapes, which are what 
it likes beft ; among the poultry it is very cruel. When it finds the hens on their 
eggs, it firft kills them, and then eats the eggs. It is caught by dogs, which trace it 
back to its neft, in hollow trees, or by fnares and traps, in which a chicken, fome other, , 
bird, or a fi(h, is put as a bait. Some people eat its flelh. It leaps with all its feet at 
once 5 on account of this and of feveral other qualities, many people here reckoned it to 
the genus of bears. The fkin fold for eighteen-pence at Philadelphia. I was told .that 
the raccoons were not near fo numerous as they were formerly j yet in the more in- 
land parts they were abundant. I have mentioned the ufe which the hatters make of 
their furs ; as likewife that they are eafily tamed, that they are very greedy of 
fweet-mcats, &c. in the preceding pages. Of all the North American wild quadrupeds 
none can be tamed to fuch a degree as this. > 

February loth. In the morning I went to Philadelphia, where I arrived towards night. 

On my arrival at the ferry upon the river Delaware, I found the river quite covered 
with drifts of ice, which at firft preventgi our crofling the water. After waiting about 
an hour, and making an opening near the ferry, I, together with many more pafTen- 
gers, got over before any more Ihoals came on. As it began to freeze very hard foon 
after the twelfth of January (or new year, according to the old ftyle) the river Dela- 
ware was covered with ice, which by the intenfcnels of the froft grew fo ftrong, that 
the people crolTcd the river with horfes at Philadelphia. The ice continued till the 
eighth of February, when it began to get loofe, and the violent hurricane, which hap- 
pened that night, broke it, and it was driven down fo fall, that on the twelfth of Fe- 
bruary not a fingle ftioal came down, excepting a piece or two near the fhore. 

Crows flew in great numbers fogether to-day, and fettled on the tops of trees. 
During the whole winter we hardly obferved one, though they arc faid to winter tlrcre. 
During all this fpring they commonly ufed to fit at the tops of trees in the morning 
yet not all together, but in feveral trees. They belong to the noxious birds in this part 
of the world, for they chiefly live upon corn. After the maize is planted or fown, they 
fcratch the grains out of the ground and eat them. When the maize begins to ripen, 
they peck a hole into the involuefum which furrounds the ear, by which means the 
maize is fpoiled, as the rain pafles through the hole which they have made, and occafions 
the putrefadfion of the corn. Befides eating corn, they likewife fteal chickens. They 
are very fond of dead carcalfcs. Some years ago the government of Penfylvania had 
given threepence, and that of New Jerfey fourpence premium for every head of a crow, 
but this law has now been repealed, as the expences are too great. I have feen the 
young crows of this kind in feveral places playing with tame ones whofe wings were cut. 
The latter hopped about the fields, near the farm-houfes where they belonged to, but 
always returned again, without endeavouring to efcape on any occafion. Thefe Ame- 
rican crows are only a variety of the Royfton crow, or Linnmus's corvus cornix. 

Feb. 1 2th. In the aftcnioon I returned to Raccoon from Philadelphia. 

* The aiUiige of Raccoon. .% 
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On my journey to Racc^i I attoidvely obferved the 
leaves left. The leaves were pale and dried up, but not all dropt £rOtn the RhIowu^: 
trees: 

The bccch’tree, (fegus fylvatica) whether great or fmall ; it always kept 'a con» 
ilderable part of its leaves during the whole winter, even till fpring. The greater 
trees kept the lowermoll; leaves. 

The white oak (quercus alba). Moil of the young trees, which were not above a 

S latter of a yard in diameter, had the greateft part of thdr leaves Itill on themi but 
e old trees had loft moft of theirs, <exc^t in fome places where they have got new 
ftioots. The colour of the dry leaves, was much paler in the white oak than in the 
black one. 

The black oak (as it is commonly called here). Dr. Linnaeus calls it the red oak, 

> quercus rubra. Moft of the young trees ftill preferved thrir dried leaves. Their 
colour was reddilh brown, and darker than that of the white oak. 

The Spanifli oak, which is a mere variety of the black oak. The young trees of 
this'kind likewife keep their leaves. 

A fcarce fpecies of oak which is known by its leaves having a triangular apex or top, 
whofe angles terminate in a ftiort briftle ; the leaves are fmooth below, but woolly 
above*. I'he young oaks of this fpecies had ftill their leaves. 

When I came into any wood where the above kinds of oaks were only twenty years, 
and even not fo old, I always found the leaves on them. 

It feems that Providence has, beftdes other views, aimed to protefl feveral forts of 
birds, it being very cold and ftomiy about this time, by preferving even the dry leaves 
on thefe trees. 1 have this winter at feveral times feen birds hiding in the trees covered 
with old leaves, during a fevere cold or ftorm. 

Feb. i3ih. As I began to dig a hole to-day, I found feveral infers which were 
crept deep into the ground in order to pafs the winter. As foon as they came to the 
air, they moved their limbs a little, but had not ftrength fufticient for creeping, except 
the black ants, which crept a little, though flowly. 

Formica nigra, or the black ant, were pretty numerous, and fomewhat lively. They 
lay about ten inches below the furface. 

Carabus latus. Some of thefe lay at the fame depth with the ants. This is a very 
coipmon infe^ in all North America. 

Scarabaeus ; chefiiut-coloured, with a hairy thorax ; the elytrac fliorter than the 
abdomen, with feveral longitudinal lines, befet with hair. It is fomething fimilar 
to the cock-chafier, but diners in many refpe£ts. I found it very abundant in the 
ground. 

Gryllus campeftris, or the field-cricket. They lay ten inches deep ; they were 
<|uite toipid, but as foon as they came into a warm place, they revived and were quite 
hvely. In fummer I have found thefe crickets in great plenty in all parts of North 
America where I have been. They leaped about on the fields, and made a nmfe like 
that of our common houfe crickets, fo tnat it would be difficult to diftinguifli them by 
their chirping* They fometimes make fo great a ftoife that it caufes pam in the ears, 
and even two people cannot underftand each other. In fuch places where the rattle- 
fiiakes live, the field-crickets are very difagreeable, and in a manner dangerous, for 
their violent chirping prevents the warning which that horrid (hake gives with its 
ragle from reaching the ear, and thus deprives one of the means of avoiding it. I 

♦ Thi* fcemi to be nothing but a variety of the qucrcut rubra, Linn. F. 
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have already meat^med that they likemfe irinter fomedmes in chimnieE Here they 
fie allwiniter in the ground) butat the banning of March, as the air vras grown varm, 
they came out of thdr holes, and began their mufic, though at firil it was but vsy 
faint and rarely heard. When we were forced on our travels to deep in uninhabited 
places, the crickets had got into the folds of our clothes, fo that we were obliged 
to flop an hour every mormng in exanuning our clothes, before we could get rid of 
them. 

The red ants (formica rufa) which in Sweden make the great ant-hills, I likewife 
found to-day and the folbwing day ; they were not in the ground, for when my fervant 
Yungftroem cut down old dry trees, he met with a number of them in the cracks of 
the tree. Thefe cracks were at the height of many yards in the tree, and the anfs 
were crept fo high, in order to find their winter habitation. As foon as they came 
into a warm place, they began to ftir about very briikly. 

Feb. 14th. The Swedes and the Englilh gave the name of blue bird to a very 
pretty little bird, which was of a fine blue colour. Linnaeus calls it motacilla fialis. 
Cateiby has drawn it in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. pi. 47, and dcfcribed it 
by the name of rubecula Americana caerulea i and Edwards has reprefented it in his 
Natural Hiflory of Birds, plate and page 24. In my own journal I called it motacilla 
caerulea nitida, pc£lore rufo, ventre albo. In Catefby^s plate I mud obferve, that the 
colour of the bread ought fo be dirty red or ferruginous ; the tibiae and feet black as 
jet ; the bill too (hould be quite black ; the blue colour in general ought to be much 
deeper, more lively and fhining ; no bird in Sweden fias fo ihining and deep a blue 
colour as this. The jay has perhaps a plumage like it. The food of the blue bird is 
not merely infefls, he likewife fbeds upon plants j therefore in winter, when no in- 
fe£ls arc to be met with, they ''come to the farm-houfes in order to fubfid on the feeds 
of hay and other fmall grains. 

Red-bird is another fpecies of fmall bird. Catefby has likewife figured it*. 
Dr. Linnaeus calls it loxia cardinalis. It belongs to that clafs of birds which are 
enemies to bees, lying in wait for them and eating them. I fed a cock for five months 
together in a cage ; it eat both mrize and buck-wheat, for I gave it nothing elfe. By 
its fong it^attrafled others of its fpccies to the court-yard ; and after we had put fome 
maize on the ground under the window where I had it, the others came there every 
day to get their food } it was then eafy to catch them by means of traps. Some of 
them, efpecially old ones, both cocks and hens, would die with griet on bring put 
into cages. Thofe on the other hand which were grown tame, began to fing exceed- 
ingly fweet. Their note very nearly refembles that of our European lughtingalc, and* 
on account of their agreeable fong, they are fent to London in cages. They have 
fuch ftrength in their bill that when you hold your hand to them they pinch it fo 
hard as to caufe the blood to iflue forth. In fpring they fit warbling on the tops of 
the higheft trees in the woods in the morning. But in cages they fit quite ftili for an 
hour } the next hour they hop up and down, finging ; and fo they go on alter- 
nately all day. 

17th. Cranes (ardea Canadenfis) were fometlmes feen Hying in the day-time 
to the northward. Tliey commonly flop here early in fpring, for a fiiort time, Wt 
they do not make thrir nefts here, for th^ proceed on more to the north. Certain 
old Swedes told me that in thrir younger years, as the country was not yet much cul- 
tivated, an incredible number of cranes were here every fpring } but at prefent they 


* See Catetby’s Natural Hiftory, vol. t. pi. 38. Coccothnnftea rubra. 
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are not fo numerous. Sev<^l people who have fettled here eat thdur flelh, when they 
can Ihoot them. They are faid to do no harm to corn or the like. 

Feb. a3d. This morning I went down to Penn’s Neck, and returned in the 
evening. 

Snow lay yet in fevcral parts of the woods, efpecially where trees the flood very thick, 
and the fun could not make its way ; however, it was not above four inches deep. All 
. along the roads was ice, efpecially in the woods, and therefore it was very difficult to 
ride horfes which were not fharp-flioed. The people who are fettled here know little 
of fledges, but ride on horfeback to .church in winter, though the fnow is fometimes 
near a foot deep. It lays feldom above a week l)tfore it melts, and then fome frefli 
fnow falls. 

A fpecies of birds, called by the Swedes maize-thieves, do the greatefl: inifchief in 
this country. They have given them that name becaufc they cat maize both publicly 
and fecretly, juft after it is fown and covered with the ground, and when it is ripe. The 
EngUfh call them black-birds. There are two fpecies of them, both doferibed and 
drawn by Catefby *. Though they are very different in fpecies, yet there is lb great a 
friendfhip between them, that they frequently accompany each other in mixed flocks. 
However, in Penfylvania, the firft fort are more obvious, and often lly together, with- 
out any of the red-winged flares. The firft fort, or the purple daws, bear, in many 
points, fo great a likenefs to the daw, the flare, and the thrulh, that it is difficult to 
determine to which genus tljey arc to be reckoned, but feem to come neareft to the 
flare j for the bill is exafily the fame with that of the thrulh, but the tongue, the flight, 
their fitting on the trees, their fong, and fhape, make it entirely a flare ; at a diilance 
they lookalmoft black, but clofeby they have a vei*y blue or purple cafl, but not fo 
much as Catefby’s print ; their fize is that of a flare ; the bill is conic, almofl fub.ulatod, 
llrait, convex, naked at the bafe, black, with alinoft equal mandibles, the upper being 
only a very little longer than the lower ; the nofirils are oblong, yet a little angulaied, 
fo as to form almoft fquares : they are placed obliquely at the bafe of th(; bill, and 
have no hair ; there is a little horny knob, or a fraall prominence, on the upper fide of 
them ; the tongue is fharp and bifid at the point ; the iris of the eyes is pale : the 
forehead, the crown, the nucha, the upper part, and the fides of the neck, are of an 
obfeure blue and green fhining colour : the fides of the^ head under the eyes are 
obfcurcly blue ; all the back and coverts of the wings arc purple ; the upper coverts 
of the tail are not of fo confpicuous a purple colour, but as it were blackened with 
foot ; the nine primary quill-fcathers are black : the other fecondary ones are likewile 
black, but their outward margin is purple ; the twelve tail feathers have a blackifh 
purple colour, and their tips are round ; thofeon the oulfidc are the fhorlefl, and the 
middle extremely long. When the tail is fpread, it looks round towards the ex- 
tremity. The throat is blucifli green, and fliining ; the breaft is likewife black or 
fhining green, according as you turn it to the light j the belly is blackifh, and the vent 
feathers are obfcurely purple-coloured ; the pans of the breaft and belly wiiicb are 
covered by the wings, arc purple-coloured ; the wings are black below, or rather 
footy ; and the thighs have blackilh feathers ; the legs (libiie), and the toes are of a 
filming black. It has four toes, as nioft birds have. The claws are black, and that on 
the back toe is longer than the reft. Dr. Linnaeus calls this bird gracula quifcula. 

• See Catelby’s Natural Hiflory of Carolina, vol. i. tabic I2, tlic purple daw ; and table 13, the red- 
wteged ftarling. 
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A few of thefe birds are faid to winter in fwamps, which are quite overgrotwi with 
thick woods,; and they only appear in mild weather. But the greatert; number go to 
the fouth at the approach of winter, lo^day I faw them, for the firft time this year. 
They flew in great flocks already, llieir cliicf and molt agreeable food is maize. 
They come in great fwarms^ in fpring, foon after the maize is put under ground. They 
fcratch up the grains of maize, and cat them. As foon as the leaf comes out, they 
take hold of it with their bills, and pluck it up, together with the corn or grain ; and 
thus they give a great deal of trouble to the country people, even fo early in fpring- 
To leflen their greedinefs of maize, fome people dip the grains of that plant in a decoftion 
of the root of the veratrum album, or white hellcWe, (of which I fliall fpeak in the fe- 
qud) and plant them afterwards. When the maize-thief eats a grain or two, which are 
fo prepared, his head is difordered, and he falls down : this frightens his compamons, 
and they dare not venture to the place again. But they repay therafelvcs amply towards 
autumn, when the maize grows ripe ; for at that time, they arc continually feafting. 
They alfemble by thoulands in the maize-fields, and live at diferetion. They are 
very bold ; for when they are difturbed, they only go and fettle in another part 
of the field. In that manner they always go from one end of the field to the 
other, and do not leave it till they are quite fatisfied. They fly in incredible fwarras 
in autumn ; and it can hardly be conceived whence fuch immenfe numbers of them 
fliould come. When they rife in the air they darken the fky, and make it look quite 
black. They arc then in fuch great numbers, and fo clofs together, that it is furprifing 
how they find room to move their wings. I have known a perfon flioot a great number 
of them on one fide of a maize-field, which was far from frightening the reft; for they 
only juft took flight and dropped at abopt the diftance of a mufket-lhot in anothes. 
part of the field, and always changed their place when their enemy approached. They 
tired the fportfman before he could drive them from off the maize, though he killed a 
great many of them at every Ihot. They lifcewife cat the feeds of the aquatic tare-grafs 
(zizania aquatica) commonly late in autumn, after the maize is got in. I am told, they 
likcwife eat buck-wheat and oats. Some people fay, that they even eat wheat, barley, 
and rye, when preffed by hunger ; yet, from the beft information I could obtain, they 
have not been found to do any damage to thefe fpecies of com. In fpring, they fit in 
numbers on the trees, near the farms ; and their note is pretty agreeable. As they are 
fo deftruffive to maize, the odium of the inhabitants againft them is carried fo far, that 
the laws of Penfylvania and NewJerfey have fettled a premium of threepence a dozen 
for dead maize-thieves. In New England, the people are ftill greater enemies to them ; 
for Dr. I'ranklin told me, in the fpring of the year 1750, that, by means of the premi- 
ums whi.ch have been fettled for killing them in New England, they have been fo extir- 
pated, that they are very rarely feen, and in a few places only. But as, in the fummer 
of the year 1 749, an immenfe quantity of worms appeared on tlie meadows, which de- 
voured the grals, and did great damage, the people have abated their enmity againft' the 
maize-thieves; for they thought they had obfcived, that thofe birds lived chiefly on 
thefe worms before the maize is ripe, and confequently extirpated them, or at leaft pre- 
vented their fpreading too much. They feem therefore to be entitled, as it were, to a 
reward for their trouble. But after thefe enemies and deftroyers of the worms (the 
maize-thieves) were extirpated, the worms were more at liberty to multiply ; and there- 
fore they grew fo numerous that they did more mifehief now than the birds did before. 
In the filmmer 1749. the worms left fo little hay in New England that the inhabitants 
were forced to get hay from Penfylvania and even from Old England. The maize- 
thieves have enemies befides the human fpecies. A fpecies of litUe hawks live upon 
^ them,, 
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them, and upon other little birds. I law fome of thefe hawks driving up the inaize- 
thieves, which were in the greatell fecurity, and catching them in the ar. Kobody pate 
the fie^ of the purple maize-thieves or daws (gracula quifcula) ; but that of ^e red- 
winged maize- thieves, or ftares (oriolus phoeniceus) is fometimes eaten. Some old pep- 
ple have told me, that this part of America, formerly called New Sweden, ftill contsdn- 
ed as many maize-thieves as it did formerly. The caufe of this they derive from the: 
maize, which is now fown in much greater quantity than formerly ; and they think 
•that the birds can get their food with more eafe at prefent. 

The American whortleberry, or the vaccinium hifpidulum, is extremely abundant 
over all North America, and grows in fuch places where we commonly find our 
whortlc-berries in Sweden. The American ones are bigger, but in molt things fo like 
the Swedilli ones, that many people would take them to be mere varieties. The £ng- 
lilh call them cranberries, the Swedes tranbscr, and the French in Canada atopa, which 
is a name they have borrowed from the Indians. They are brought to market every 
Wednefday and Saturday at Philadelphia, late in autumn. I'hey are boiled and pre- 
pared in the fame manner as we do our red whortle-berries, or vaccinium vitis idsea ; 
and they are made ufe of during winter, and part of fummer, in tarts and other kinds 
of paftry. But as they are very four, they require a deal of fugar ; but that is not 
very dear in a country where the fugar-plantations are not, far off. Quantities of thefe 
berries are fent over, preferved, to Europe and to the Weft Indies. 

Mar. 2d. Mytilus anatinus, a kind of mufclc-fhells, was found abundantly in little 
furrows, which crolTed the meadows. The fhells were frequently covered on the out- 
fide with a thin cruft of particles of iron, when the yvator in the furrows came from an 
iron mine. The EngUlhmen and Swedes fettled here, .feldom made any ufe of thefe 
ihells ; but the Indians who formerly lived here, broiled them and eat the ilefh. Some 
of the Europeans cat them fometimes. 

Mar. 3d. The Swedes call a fpecies of little birds, fnofogcl, and the Englilh call it 
fnow-bird. This is Dr. Linnteus’s emberiza hyemalis. The reafon why it is called 
fnow-bird isbccaufe it never appeal's in fummer, but only in winter, when the fields are 
covered with fnow. In fome winters they come in as great numbers as the maize- 
thieves, fly about the houfes and barns, into the gardens, and eat the com, and the feeds 
of grafs, w'hich they find feattered on the hills. 

At eight o’clock at night wc obferved a meteor, commonly called a fnow- 
fire*. 

Wild pigeons, (columba migratoria), flew in the woods in numbers beyond concep- 
tion ; and I was allured that they were more plentiful than they had been for feveral 
years paft. They came this week, and continued here for about a fortnight, after 
which they all difappeared, or advanced further into the country, from whence they 
came. 1 fhall fpeak of them more particularly in another place. 

Mar. 7th. Several people told me, that it was a certain fign of bad weather here 
when a thunder-ftorm arofe in the fouth or fouth-weft, if it fpread to the eaft and 
afterwards to the north : but that on the contrary, when it did not fpread at all, or 
when it fpread both eaft and weft, though it Ihould rife in fouth or fouth-weft, yet it 
would prognofticate fair weather. To-day it was heard in fouth-weft, but it did not 
fpread at all. 

Till now the froft had continued in the ground, fo that if any one had a mind to dig 
a Jtole, he was forced to cut it through with a pick-axe. However it had not penetrated 

* Probably nothing but an aurora borealia. 
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RboTO four : But to-day it was quite jjone out. This made the foil ib foft, 

tbikt^h even in tbe woods, the horfe funk in very deep, 

t^often^roqnired among the old Englilhmen and Swedes, whether they had found 
trees were killed in very fevere winters, or had received much hurt. I was - 
angered, that young hiccory-trees are commonly killed in very cold weather ; and 
th^ young black oaks likewife fulFer in the fame manner. Nay, fometimes black oaks, 
five inches in diameter, were killed by the froft in a fevere winter, and fomctlracs, 
siliough very feldom, a finglc mulberry-tree was killed. Peach-trees very frequently 
die in a cold winter, and often all the peach-trees ih a whole diftrid are killed by a 
fevere froft. It has been found repeatedly, w'ith regard to thefe trees, that they can 
fiand the froft much better on hills than in vallies ; infomuch, that when the trees in 
a valley were killed by froft, thofe on a hill were not hurt at all. They affured me 
that tliey had never obferved that the black walnut-tree, the faflkfras, and other trees,* 
had been hqrt in winter. In regard to a froft in fpring, they had obferved, at different 
times, that a cold night or two happened often after the trees were furnilhed with pretty 
large leaves, and that by this moft of the leaves were killed. But the leaves thus 
killed have always been Aipplied by frefh ones. It is remarkable that in fiich cold 
jiigliis tiie froft ads chiefly upon the more delicate trees, and in fitch a manner that 
all the leaves, to the height of ftven, and even of ten feet from the ground, were killed 
by the froft, and all the top remained unhurt. Several old men affured me they had made 
this obfervation, and the attentive engineer, Mr. Lewis Evar/S, has fhewn it me among 
liis notes. Such a cold night happened here, in ihe year 1746, in the night between 
the 14th and 15th of June, new ftylc, attended with the fame efied, as appears from 
Mr. Evans’s oblVrvations. 'I’he trees whichr were then in bloffom had loft both their 
leaves and their flowers in thefe parts which were neareft the ground ; fome time after 
they got frcfli leaves, but no new flowers. Further it is obfervable, that the cold nights 
which happen in fpring and fummer never do any hurt to high grounds, damaging only 
the low and moilt ones. They are likewife very perceptibh? in Tuch places where 
limcftone is to be met with ; and though all the other parts of the country be not vifited 
by fuch cold nights in a fummer, yet thofe where limeftone lies have commonly one 
or two every fummer. Frequently the places where the limeftone lies are fituated on 
a high ground ; but they fuller notwithftanding their lituation ; whilft a little way off in 
a lower ground, where no limeftone is to be found, the cflefts of the cold nights are 
not felt. Mr. Evans was the firft who made this obfervation, and 1 have had occafion 
at diflerent times to fee the truth of it on my travels, as I fliali mention in the fequel. 
The young hiccor)'-trccs have their leaves killed fooner than other trees in fuch a cold 
night, and the young oaks next ; this has been obferved by other people, and I have 
i^bund it to be true in the years 1749 and 1750. 

Mar. I nil. Of the genus of wood peckers, we find here all thofe which Cate lby, 
in his firft volume of the Natural Iliftory of Carolina, has drawn and deferibed. I 
fhall only enumerate them, and add one or two of their qualities ; but their defeription 
at large I defer for am^her occafion. 

Picus principalis, the king of the wood-peckers, is found here, though very feldom, 
and only at a certain fcafon. 

Picus pileatus, the creiled wood-pecker. This I liave already mentioned. 

Picus auratus, the gold-winged wood-pecker. I’his fpecies ks plentiful here, and the 
Swedes call it hittock, and pint ; both thefe names have a relation to its note ; it is ai^. 
moft continually on the ground, and is not obferved to pick in the trees ; it lives c liiefly 
on^infefts, but fometimes becotnes the prey of hawks; it is commonly very fat, and 
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itg fle(h is very palatable. As it ftays all the year, and cannot eafijy infers in ,win> 
ter, it muft doubtlefs eat fotnc kinds of grafs or plants in the fields. In form, and 
fomeof its qualities, make it refemble a cuckow. 

IHcus Carolinus, the Carolina wood>pecker. It lives here likewife, and the co> 
lour of its head is of a deeper and more Ihining red than Cateiby has reprefented 
it, vol. i. p. 19. 1. 19. 

Picus villofus, the fpotted, hairy, middle-fized wood-pecker is abundant here ; it 
deftroys the apple-trees by pecking holes into them. 

Picus erythrocephalus, the rcdthcaded wood-pecker. This bird was frequent in the 
country, and the Swedes called it merely hackfpick, or wood-pecker. They give the 
fame name to all the birds which I now enumerate, the gold-winged wood-pecker ex- 
cepted. This fpecies is deftruftive to maize fields and orchards, for it pecks through 
,the ears of maize, and eats apples. In fome years they arc very numerous, efpecially 
where fweet apples grow, which they eat fo far that nothing but the mere peels re- 
main. Some years ago there was a premium of twopence per head p&id from the 
public funds, in order to extirpate this pernicious bird, but this law has been repealed. 
They are likewife very fond of aconis. At the approach of winter they travel to the 
fouthward. But when they ftay in numbers in the woods, at the beginnining of win- 
ter, the people look upon it as a fign of a pretty mild wjnter. 

Picus varius, the lefler, fpotted, yellow-bellied wood-pecker. Thefc birds are much 
more numerous than many people wilhed ; for this, as well as the preceding and fuc- 
ceeding fpecies, are very hurtful to apple-trees. 

Picus pubefeens, or thg leafi. fpotted wood-pecker. This fpecies abounds here. Of 
all the wood-peckers it is the moft dangeraus to orchards, becaufe it is the moft daring. 
As foon as it has pecked a hole into the tree, it makes another clofe to the firft, in a 
horizontal diredion, proceeding till it has pecked a circle of holes round the tree. 
Therefore the apple-trees in the orchards here have fcveral rings round their ftetns, 
which lie very clofc above each other, frequently only an inch difiant from each other. 
Sometimes thefe wood-peckers peck the holes fo clofe that the tree dries up. This 
bird, as Catefby remarks, is fo like the leflTer fpotted wood-pecker, in regard to its 
colour and other qualities, that they would be taken for the fame bird were not the 
former (the picus pubefeens) a great deal lefs. They agree in the bad quality, which 
they both poffefs, of pecking holes into the apple-trees. 

Rana ocellata are a kind of frogs here, which the Swedes call fill-hoppefofler, i. e. 
herring-hoppers, and which now began to quack in the evening, and at night, in 
fwamps, pools, and ponds. The name which the Swedes give them is derived from 
their beginning to make their noife in fpring, at the. lame time when the people here 
go catching what are called herrings, which however diifer greatly from the true Euro- 
pean herrings. Thefe frogs have a peculiar note, which is not like that of our Euro- 
pean frogs, but rather correfponds with the chirping of fome large birds, and can nearly 
be expreffed by picet. With this noife they continued throughout a great part of 
fpring, beginning their noife foon after fun-fetting, and fiuifhing it juft before fun-rif- 
ing. The found was lharp, but yet fo loud that it could be heard at a great diftance. 
When they expedlcd rain they cried much worfe than commonly, and began in the 
middle of the day, or when it grew cloudy, and the rain came ufually fix hours after. 
As it fnowed on the i6th of the next month, and blew very violently all day, there 
was not the lead fign of them at night ; and during the whole time that it was cold, and 
'whilft the fnow lay on the fields, the froft had fo filenced them, that we could not hear 
one ; but as foon as the mild weather returned, they began their noife again. They 

were 
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wam ^exy it tvas difficult to catch them ; ibr as foon as a 

wished place where they lived, they are quite filent, and none of them appeared. 
It feems tim they hide themfelves entirely under water, except the tip of the fnout, 
when they cry. For when 1 ftepped to the pond where they were in, 1 could not ob« 
ferve a Angle one hopping into the water. 1 could not fee any of them before 1 had 
emptied a whole pool, where they lodged in. Their colour is a dirty green, variegated 
with fpots of brown. When they are touched they make a noife and moan; they, 
t. then fometimes affiime a form as if they had blown up the hind part of the back, fo 
that it makes a high elevation ; and then they do not ftir, though touched. When they 
are put alive into fpirits of wine, they die within a minute. 

• Mir. 12th. I'he bird which the Englilli and Swedes in this country call robm-red- 
breaft, is found here all the year round. It is a very different bird from that which 
in England bears the fame name. It is Linnseus’s turdus migratorius. It Angs 
very meloffioufly, is not very Aiy, but hops on the ground, quite clofe to the 
houfes. 

The hazels (corylus avcllana) were now opening their bloffoms. They fucceeded 
beff in a rich mould, and the Swedes reckoned it a Agn of a good foil where they found 
them growing. 

Mar. 13th. The alder (bc,tula alnus) was juft blofforaring. 

The dracontium foetidum grew' plentifully in the marffies, and began to Aower. 
Among the ftinking plants, this is the raoft foetid ; its napfeous feent was fo ftrong 
that I could hardly examine the flower ; and when I fmellcd a little too long at it my 
head ached. The Swedes call it byqrn-blad (bear’s-leaf) or byorn-retter (bear’s-root.) 
TheEnglifh call it polecat>root,,becaufe its effluvia areas naufeous'and foetid asthofe 
of the polecat, which I have mentioned before. The flowers arc purple-coloured ; 
when they are in full flower the leaves begin to come out of the ground ; in fummer 
the cattle do not touch it. Or. Golden told me, that he had employed the root in all 
cafes where the root of the arum is made ufe of, efpecially againft the feurvy, &c. The 
Swedifh name it got, becaufe the bears, when they leave their winter habitations, are 
fond of it in fpring. It is a common plant in all North America. 

The draba verna was abundant here, and now appeared in flower. 

The veratrum album was very common in the marfhes, and in low places, over all 
North America. The Swedes here call it dack, dackor, or dackretter, that is puppet* 
root, becaufe the children make puppets of its ftalks and leaves. The Englim call it 
itch-reed or elleborc. It is a poifonous plant, and therefore the cattle never touch it 4 
however it fometimes happens that the cattle are deceived in the beginning of fpring, 
when the paftures are bare, and eat of the Ane broad green leaves of this plant, which 
come up very early ; but fuch a meal frequently proves fatal to them. Sheep and 
geefe have likewife often been killed with it. By means of its root the maize is pre- 
ferved from the greedinefs of voracious birds in the following manner : The roots 
are boiled in water, into which the maize is put as foon as the water is quite cool ; the 
maize muft lie all night in it, and is then planted as ufual. When the maize-thieves, 
crows, or other birds, pick up or pluck out the grains of maize their heads grow 
delirious, and they fall, which fo frightens the reft, that they never venture on the 
Aeld again ; when thole which have tafted the grains recover, they leave the field, and 
are no more tempted to viAt it again. By thus preparing maize one muft be very 
careful that no other creatures touch it ; for when ducks or fowls eat a grain or two 
of the maize which is thus fteeped they become very Ack ; but if they fvirallow a con- 
Aderable quantity they die. When the root is thrown away raw no animal cats it ; 

3 Y e but 
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but wiSen it is i>ut''out boiled, its Tweet taAe tempts the beafls. to Dogs.^vc 

been.feen to eat a little of it, and have teen very fick after it ; howeve^hey hive 
rfecovered after a vomit, for when animals cannot free themfelves of it bylhiB means, 
they often die. Some people boil the root, and waih the fcorbutic parts with the water 
or decoaion. This is faid to caufe Tome pain, and even a plentiful dilcharge of urine, but 
it re*eftablilhes the patient. When the children her^ are plagued with vermin, the 
ywomen boil this root, put the comb into the decoftion, and comb the head with it, and 
this kills them moft effecluaily. 

Mar . 17th. At the firft arrival, of the Swedes in this country, and long after that 
time, it was filled with Indians. But as the Europeans proceeded to cultivate the land, 
the Indians fold their land, and went further into the country. But in reality few of 
the Indians really left the country in this manner ; molt of them ended their days 
before, either by wars among themfelves, or by the linall pox, a difeafe which the 
Indians were unacquainted with bti'orc their commerce with the Europeans, and which 
fince that time has killed incredible numbers of them. For though th^ can heal 
wounds and other external hurts, yet they know not how to proceeii with levers, or 
in general with internal dtfeafes. One can imagine how ill liiey would I'ucceed with 
the cure of the fmall-pox, when,' as foon as the pultulcs appeared, they leaped, naked, 
into the cold water of the rivers, lakes, or fountains, and either dived over head into 
if, or poured it over their body in great abundance, in'ordcr to cool the heat of the 
fever. In the fame manner they carry their children, when they have the fmaU-pox, 
into the water and duck them *. But brandy has killed moll of the Indians. This 
liquor was likewile entirely unknown to them before the Europeans came hither ; but 
after they had tailed it they could never get enough of It. A man can hardly have 
a greater defire of a thing than the Indians have of brandy. 1 have lieard them fay, 
that to die by drinking brandy was a defirablc and an hcmorable death ; arid 
indeed it is no very micommon thing to kill themfelves by drinking this liquor to 
excefs. 

The food of thefe Indians was very different from that of the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the w'orld. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, and rice-groats, were quite unknown 
in America. In the fame manner it is with regard to the fruits and herbs which are 
eaten in the old countries. The maize, fonie kinds of beans, and melons, made almoll 
^ the whole of the Indian agriculture and gardening ; and dogs were tlic only dotnellic 
animals in North America. But as their agriculture and their gardening were very 
trifling, and they could hardly live two months in a year upon their produce, !h('y wee 
forced to apply to hunting and filhing, which at that time, and even at prefent, are 
their chief fubnflcncc, and to fetkfome of the wild plants and trees here. Sonic of the 

• ProfflTor Ka’m wrote this when t!.c truly laudable metliod of treating the final! pox with a *col<l 
regimen was not yet adopted ; and he thought therefore the way in which the Americans treated this 
difeafe was thej caufe of its he ng lo dcUterioiis. But when the Knlmiicks, in the Kufliau dotniiiioiin, get 
the fmall-pox, it ha*, been obfervvd that very few iTcape. Of this I believe no other reafon can he alledged 
than that the fmall-pox is always dangerous, either when the open pores of the human Ikin are too 
numerous, which is caufed by opening them in a warm-water batli, or when they are too much clofcd, 
which is the cafe with all the nations that arc dirty and greafy. All the American Indians rub their body 
with oils, the Kalmucks never walh themfelves, and rub their bodies and their fur coats with greafe; the 
Hottentots arc, I believe, known to he patterns of iilthinefs, their bodies being richly anointed with their 
ornamental greafy flieep guts ; this (huts up all the pores, hinders perfpiration entirely, and makes the 
fmali-pox always lethal among thefe nations ; to which we may yet add the too frequent ufe of fpirituous 
iu^ammatory liquors, fmee their acquaintance with the Eifropcaus. F. 

4 old, 
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..qU Swede^ yet alive, who iO their younger years had an intere^l^e. wit^ 

: ihe Ind^Bfii and had feen the tnmutia: of their oeconomy. I was therefof'e de% 9 us 
..of Icn t^Mg which of the fpontaneous herbs they made ufe of for food at that 
time ; and all the old men agreed that the following plants were what they chiefly 
confumed. 

Hopnifs or hapnifs was th Ondian name of a wild plant which they ate at that time. 
The Swedes ftill call it by that name, and it grows in the meadows in a good foil. The 
roots refemble potatoes, and were boiled by the Indians, who cat them inftead of 
bread. Some of the Swedes at that time likewifp ate this root for want of bread*. 
Some of the Englifli ftill eat them inftead of potatoes. Mr. Bartram told me, that 
the Indians who live fartlier in the country do dot only eat thefc roots, which are 
equal in goodnei's to potatoes, but likewife take the peafe which lie in the pods of* 
this plant, and prepare them like common peafe. Dr. Linnmus calls the plant 
glycine ^ios. 

Katnils is another Indian name of a plant, the root of which’ they were likewife 
accuftomed to cat, when they lived here. The Swedes ftill preferve this name. It 
grows in low, muddy, and very wet ground. The root is oblong, commonly an inch 
and an half long, and one inch and a quarter broad in the middle ; but fome of the 
roots have been as big as adman’s lifts. The Indians either boiled this root or roailed 
it in hot afties. Some of the Swedes likewife cat them with much appetite, at the time 
when the Indians were fo near the coaft ; but at prefept none of them make any ufe 
of the roots, A man of ninety-one years of age, called Nils Guftafson, told me, that 
he had often eaten thole roots when he was a boy, and that he liked them very well at 
that time. He added, that the Indians, ^fpccially their women, travelled to the iflandr, 
dug out . the mots, and brought them home ; and whilft they had them, they defired 
no other food. 'J'hcy faid that the hogs, which are amazingly greedy of them, have 
made them very fcarce. I’he cattle are very fond of its leaves. I afterwards got 
fome of thefe roots roafted, and in my opinion they tafted well, though they were 
rather dry : the tafte was nearly the fame; with that of the potatoes. When the Indians 
come down to the coaft and fee the turnips of the Europeans, they likewife give them 
the name of katnifs. Their katj.iis is in an arrow-head or fagittaria, and is only a 
variety of the Swedifli arrow-head or fagittaria figittilolia, fur the plant above the 
ground is entirely the fame, but the root under ground is much greater in the American 
than in the European. Mr. Olbcck in hi.', voyage to China, mentions that the Chinefe 
plant a fagittaria, and cat its roots. This feems undoubtedly to be a variety of thi.s' 
kitnafs. Further in the north of this part of America, I met with the other fpecics o? 
fagittaria which wc have in Sweden. 

Taw-ho and taw-him was the Indian name of another plant, the root of which they 
eat. Some of them likewify call it tuckah ; but moft of the Swedes ftill knew it by 
the name of taw-ho. It grows in niuift: ground an 1 fwamps. Hogs arc very greedy 
of the roots, and grow very fat by feeding on them. Therefore, they often vifit the 
places where thefe roots grow ; and they are frequently feen rooting up the mud, and 
falling with their whole body into the water, fo that only a little of the back part was 
out of the water. It is therefore very plain that thefc roots muft have been extirpated 
in places which are frequented by hogs. The roots often grow to the thicknefs of a 
man’s thigh. When they are frcfli they have a pungent tafte, and are reckoned a 
poifon in that freihi ftate. Nor did tl^^e Indians ever venture to eat them raw, but pre- 
pared them in the following manner; They gathered a great heap of thefe roots, -idug 

a great- 
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a i^eat long hole^ fbmetimcs of three! fathbihs and upwards In lei^ldiyjQte vrlueh 

they put the roots, and covered them with the earth that had beelt tBiken||^;^f th^ 
hole i they made a great fire above it, which burnt till they thought proTCr)^,temove 
it ; and then they dug up the roots, and confumcd them with great avidity. Thefe 
roots, when prepared in this manner, 1 am told, tafi&like potatoes. The Indians 
never dry and prefen'e them ; but always take them frefh out of the inarlhes, when 
they want them. This t.iw-ho is the arum Virginicum, or Virginian wake*robin. If 
■is remarkable, that the arums, with the plants next akin to them, are eaten by men 
in different parts of the world, though their roots, when raw, have a fiery pungent 
tafie, and are almoil poifonous in that date. How can men have learnt that plants 
fo extremely oppofite to oiir nature w'ere eatable and that their poifon, which burns 
on the tongue, can he conquered by fire ? Thus the root of the cala paluftris, which 
grows in the north of Europe, is fometitnes ufed inftead of bread on an exigency. The 
North American Indians confiime this fpreies of arum. I hofe of South America, 
and of the Weft Indies, cat other fpedcs of arums. I’he Hottentots, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in Africa, prepare bread from a fpecies of arum or wake* robin, which 
is as burning and poifonous as the other fpecies of this platit. In the fame manner, 
they employ the roots of feme kinds of arum as a food, in Egypt and Afia. Probably, 
that fevere but fometitnes ufeful miftrefs, neccffity, has firft taught men to find out a 
food which the firft tafte w'ouhl have rejected as ufelefs. This taw-ho feems to be the 
fame with what the Indians in Carolina call tuckahoo. 

TaW'kec is another plant, fo called by the Indians, who cat it. Some of them call 
it taw-kim, and others tackvim. The Swedes call it always by the name of taw-kee. 
The plant grows in marflies, near moift and low grounds, and is very plentiful in 
North America. The cattle, hogs, and flags, arc very fond of the leaves in fpring ; 
for they are fome of the carlieft. The leaves are broad, like thofe of the convallaria, 
or lilly of the valley, green on the upper fide, and covered wHth very minute hair, fo 
that they looked like a fine velvet. I'he Indians pluck the feeds, and keep them for 
eating. They cannot be eaten frefli or raw, but muft be dried. The Indians were 
forced to boil them repeatedly in water, before they were fit for ufe ; and then they 
ate them like peafe. When the Swedes gave them butter or milk, they boiled or 
broiled the feeds in it. Sometimes they employ thefe feeds inftead of bread ; and they 
tafte like peafe. Some of the Swedes likewife ate them, and the old men among them 
told me, they liked this food better than any of the other plants which the Indians 
formerly made ufe of. This taw-kee was the orontium aquaticum. 

Bilberries were likewife a very common difh among the Indians. They are called 
hucklc-bcrrics by the Englifti here, and belong to feveral fpecies of vacciniuni, which 
are all of them different from cur Swedifti bilberry-bufh, though their berries, in 
regard to colour, Ihapc, and tafte, are fo fiinilar to the Swedifh ibilberry that they are 
liftingufticd from each other with difficulty. The American ones grow on ffirubs, 
vhich are from two to four feet high ; and there arc Ibme fpecies which arc above 
feven feet in height. 'I'he Indians formerly plucked them in abundance every year, 
dried them either in the fun-Ihine or by the fire-fide, and afterwards prepared them for 
eating in different manners. 'I'befc huckle-berries are ftill a dainty dilh among the 
Indians. On my travels through the country of the Iroquefe, they offered me, when- 
ever they defignt'd to treat me w’ell, frelh maize-Jbread, baked in an oblong Iliape, 
mixed with dried huckle-bcrries, which lay as clofe in it as the raifins in a plumb- 
pudt^g, of which more in the fequel. The Europeans are likewife ufed to colled a 
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qsandtf of jdiirfe to drjr thetn in ovens, to bdce them in tails, wd to. 

them in Jy eiijJ' odier .ways. Some preferve them with treacle. They are liketnie'iraten 
raw, e^w quite alone or with frefh milk. i-; *' 

I fhall, on the ayth of March, find occafion to mention another difh, which 'toe 
Indians ate formerly, and (till eat, on formal ceremonies. 

Mar. 1 8th. Almofl durinf the whole of this fpring, the weather and the witids 
were always calm in the -morning at fun rifing. At eight o’clock the wind began to 
blow pretty hard, and continued fo all day, till fun-fetting ; when it ccafed, and all 
the night was calm. This wsis the regular courfe of the weather ; but fometimes the 
winds raged without interniilTion for two or three days together. At noon it was 
commonly mofl; violent. But in the ordinary way the wind dccreafed and increafed 
as follows ; At fix in the morning, a calm ; at feven, a very gentle weftern breeze, 
which grew ftronger at eight ; at eleven it was much ftronger ; but at four in the 
afternoon, it is no ftronger than it was at eight o’clock in the morning ; and • 
thus it goes on decreafing till it is quite a calm, juft before fun-fet. The winds 
this fpring blew generally weft, as appears from the obfervations at the end of 
this work. 

I was told, that it was a very certain prognoftic of bad weather, that when you fee 
clouds in the horizon in the fouth-weft, about fun-fettmg, and when thofe clouds 
fink below the horizon, in an hour’s time, it will rain the next day, though all the 
forenoon be fair and clear. But if fome clouds be feen in the fouth-weft, in the 
horizon at fun-fet, and they rife fome time after, you may expert fair weather the 
next day. 

Mar. 2oth. An old Swede pfognofticated a change in the weather, becaufe it was 
calm to-day ; for when there Has been wind for fome days together, and a calm follows, 
they fay, rain or fnow, or fome other change in the weather will happen. I was like- 
wife told, that fome people here were of that falfc opinion, tliat the weather commonly 
alters on Friday ; fo that, in cafe it had rained or blown hard all the week, and a 
change was to happen, it would commonly fall on Friday. How far the former 
prognoftic has been true, appears from my own obfervations of the weather, to which 
1 refer. 

Mar. 2ift. The red maple (acer rubrum) and the American elm (ulmus 
Americana) began to flower- at prefent ; and fome of the latter kind were already in 
full bloffora. 

Mar. 24ih. I walked pretty far to-day, in order to fee whether I could find any 
plants in flower. But the cloudy weather, and the great rains which had lately 
fallep, had allowed little or nothing to grow up. I’he loaves now began to grow 
pretty green. The plants which I have juft before mentioned were now in full 
bloflbm. 

l-he noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, was now every where in flower. It 
was abundant ; and the Swedes call it blablomfter, or blue-flower. I’hcy did not 
know any ufe of it. 

Near all the corn fields on which I walked 'o-day, I did not fee a fingle ditch, 
though many of them wanted it. But the people generally followed the Englifli way 
of making no ditches along the fields, without confideriug whether the com-fields 
wanted them or not. The confequence was, that the late rain had in many places 
wafhed away great piece.s of the grpunds, fowm witli wheat ami rye. There were no 
lidges left between the fields, except a very narrow one near the fence, which was 
entirely overgrown with the fumach, or rhus glabra, and with black-berry buflies, fo 

that 
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that there Ae cattle could find very little or no food. The corn-fields wipre broad-call, 
undivided into pieces, which were near feventeen feet broad, and feparafedfesiipi. each 
other only by means of furrows. Thefe pieces were uniform, and not elevvl^in the 
middle. 

Mcloe majalis, a fpecies of oil-beetle, crept about on the hills. 

Papilio antiopa, or willow butterfly, flew in the woods to-day, and u'as the firft 
butterfly which I faw this year. 

Papilio euphrofync, or the April butterfly, was one of the fcarce fpecics. The other 
American iiiferts, which I dcfcrlb^d this day atid the following days, I fliall men- 
lion on foine other occafion. In the foquel 1 fliall only mention thofe winch were re- 
markable for fo:nc peculiar qualities. 

The hay-llacks were commonly made here after the the Swedifli manner, that is, in 
the fliape of a thick and fliort cone, without any cover over it. When the people \vanted 
' any hay, they cut fomc of it loofe, by a peculiar fort of a knife. However, many people, 
cfpecially in. the environs of Philadclpliia, had hay-ftacks with roofs vvliich could be 
moved up and down. Near the furface of the ground were fome poles laid, on which 
the hay was put, tliattheair may pafs freely through it. 1 have mentioned before, that 
the cattle have no flablcs in winter or fummer, but iniifl go iti the open air, during the 
■whole year. However, in Philadelphia, and in a few other jjlaces, 1 have feen that thofe 
people who made ufe of the latter kind of l ay-ilacks, viz. that with moveable roofs, 
commonly had built them fo tfiat the hay was put a fathom or two above the ground, on 
a floor of boards, under which the cattle could fland in winter, when the weather was 
very bad. Under this floor of boards w^ere partitions of boards oji all the lidcs, which 
however flood far cnottgh from each other to ' 4 llbrd the air a free palfage. 

Mar. 2 yth. In the morning I went in order to fpeak with the old Swede, Nils Guf- 
tafson, who was ninety-one years of age. 1 intended to get an account of the former 
ftate of New Sweden. 'J 'he country which I now pafi'ed through was the fame with that 
which I had found in thofe parts of North America 1 had hitherto feen. It was divcrfified 
with a variety of little hills and vallies : the former confided ol a very ptilc brick- 
coloured earth, compofed, for the greateft part, of a fmefand mixed with fome mould. 
I faw no mountains, and no ftoncs, except fome little flones, not above (he fize of a 
iigeon’s or hen’s egg, lying on the hills, and commonly confiding of white quartz, 
V'iiich was generally I'moolli and ptfliflied on the ouifide. At the bottoni, along the 
vallies, ran ioinctimcs rivulets of chr) ftallinc water, the bottom of whic li was covered 
with fuch white pebbles as 1 have juft defciibetl. Now and then 1 met with a fwainp in 
the vallies. Sometimes there appeared, though at confiderable diftanccs from each other, 
fome farms frequently furrouaded on all fides by corn-fields. Almoft on every corn- 
field there yet remained the flumps of trees, which had been cut down ; a proof that this 
country has not boon long cultivated, being overgrown with trees forty or fifty years 
ago. The farms did not lie together in villages, or fo that fovcral of ilicm were near 
each other, in one place ; but they were all feparated from one another. Each coun- 
tryman lived by himfelf, had his own ground about his houfe, feparated from the pro- 
*'perty of his neighbour. The greatefl part of the land, between thefe fitrms fo diftant 
from each other, was overgrown with woods, confifling of tall trees. Here and there 
appeared fome fallen trees, thrown down by ilie wind ; fome were torn uj> by the 
roots j others broken quite acrofs (he fleni. In fome parts of the country the trees 
were thick and tall, but in others 1 found large tracts covered with young trees, only 
twent]^ thirty, or forty years old : tltefc (ratts, 1 am told, the Indians formerly had, 
their little plantations in. 1 did not yet fee any marks of the leaves coming out, and 
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I did not meet wfcli a Bower in the woods ; for the cold winds, which had blown for 
fevcral dam. together fuccelllvely, had hindered this. The woods confiftcd chieBy of 
feveral fpews of oak, and of hiccory. The fwamps were filled with red maple, which 
was all now in flower, and made thefe places look quite red at a diftancc. 

The old Swede, whom I came to vifit, feemed to be ftill pretty hearty and frefh, and 
could walk by the help of a flick j but he complained of having felt, in thefe latter 
years, fonie pains in his back and limbs, that he ctmld keep his feet warm in winter 
only by fitting near the fire. He faid he could very well remember the ftate of this 
country, at the time when the Dutch poflefled it, and in w'hat circumftances it was in be- 
fore the arrival of the Itnglifh. He added, that he had brought a great deal of timber 
to Philadelphia, at the time that it w'as built. He flill remembered to have feen a great 
foreft on the fpot where Philadelphia now flands. 'I’he father of this old man had been 
one of the Swedes who were fent over from Sweden, in order to cultivate and inhabit 
this country, lie returned me the following anfwers to the queftions I afkcd him. 

Quere, Whence did the: Swedes, who firft came hither, get their cattle ? The old 
man anfwered, that when he was a boy, his father and other people had told him, that 
the Swedes brought ihcir horfes, cows, and oxen, Iheep, hogs, geefe, and ducks, 
over with them. Tliere were but few of a kind at firft, but they multiplied greatly 
here afterwards. He faid, th^t Maryland, New York, New England, and Virginia, had 
been fooncr inhabited by Europeans than this part of the counfty ; but he did not 
know whether the Swedes ever got cattle of any kind /rom any of thefe provinces, 
except from New York. Whilft he was yet very young, the Swedes, as well as he 
could remember, had already a fuflicient flock of all thefe animals- The hogs had 
propagated fo much at that timq, there being fo great a plenty of food for them, that 
they van about wild in the woods, and that the people were obliged to fhoot them, 
when they intended to make ufe of them. I’hc old man likewife rccollc£led, that 
horfes ran wild in the woods, in fomc places ; but he could not tell whether any other 
kind of cattle turned wild. He thought that the cattle grow as big at prefent as they 
did when he was a boy, fuppofing they get as much iood as they w'ant ; for in his 
younger years, food for all kinds of cattle was fo plentiful, and even fo luperfluous, 
that the cattle were extremely well fed by it. A cow at that time gave more milk 
than three or four do at prefent j but (he got more and better food at that time, than 
three or four get now. 

Quere, Whence did the Englifh in Penfylvania and New' Jerfey get their cattle ? 
They bought them chiefly from the Swedes and Dutch, who lived here; and a fmall 
number were brought over from Old England. The form of the cattle, and the 
unanimpus accounts of the Englifh here, confirmed what the old man had faid. 

Quere, Whence did the Swedes here fettled get their feveral forts of corn, and h‘ke- 
wife their fruit-trees and kitchen-herbs ? The old man told me that he had frequently 
heard, when he w'as young, that the Swedes had brought all kinds of corn, and fruits, 
and herbs, or feeds of them, with them. For, as far as he could recolleft, the Swedes 
here were plentifully provided with wheat, rye, barky, and oats. The Swedes, at that 
time, brewed all their beer of malt made of barley, and likewife made good ftrong beer. 
They had already got diflilling velTels, and made good brandy. Every one among 
them had not a diflilling vefTcl, but when they intended to diftil, they lent their appa- 
ratus to one another. At firft they were forced to buy maize of the Indians, both for 
fowing and eating. But after continuing for fome years in this country, they extended 
their maize plantations fo much that the Indians were obliged, fome time after, to buy 
maize of the Swedes. The old man likewife aflured me, that the Indians fortncrly, and 
about the lime of the firft fettling of thfeSwedes, were more induftrious and laborious 
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4n every branch of bufinefs than they are now. Whilft he was young, the Swedes had 
a great quantity of very good white cabbage. Winter cabbage, or cale, which was left 
on the ground during winter, was likewife abundant. They were likewili^Well pro- 
vided with turnips ; in winter they kept them in holes under ground ; but the old man 
did not like that method ; for when they had lain too long in ihefe holes, in winter 
they be^came fpungy. He preferred that method of keeping them which is now com* 
monly adopted, ;ind which confifts in the following particulars. After the turnips 
, have been taken out of the ground in autumn, and expofed to the air for a while, they 
are put in a htrap upon the field, cpvered with ftraw' at the top, and on the fides, and 
with earth over the ilraw. By this means they Hand the winter very well here, and 
do nor become fpungy. The Indians are very fond of turnips, and called them fome- 
fimes hopnifs, fometitnes katnifs. I’he Swedes likewife cultivated carrots, in the old 
man’s younger years. Among the fruit-trees were apple-trees : they were not nume- 
rous, and only ibme of the Swedes had little orchards of them, whilft others hhd not 
a Angle tree. None of the Svvcd<'s made cyder, for it is come itito ufe but latch'. Tito 
Swedes brewed ftrong beer and fmall beer, and it was their common liquor ; but at 
prefent there arc very few who brew beer, for they commonly prepare cyder. Cherry- 
trees were abundant when Nils Cullafson was yet a boy. Peach-trees were at that 
rime more numerous than at prefent, and the Swedes brewed beer ol the Iruit. T. he 
old man could not tell from v/hcncc the Swedes iirft of all got the peach-trees. 

During the younger years, of this old man, the Indians were every w here fjjread in 
the country j they lived among the Sw<?dcs, and were fcatlei cd every w'here. 1 he old 
man mentibned Swedes who hatl been killed by the Indians ; and he mcmioned two 
of his countrymen who had been fealped by tficm. They ftolc children IVoni the Sw edes, 
and carried them off, and they were never heard of again. Once they came and killed 
fome Swedes, and took the upper part of their fculls with them ; on that occafion they 
fealped a little girl, and would have killed her, if they had not perceived a boat full of 
Swedes, making towards them, which obliged them to lly ; the girl was aitervvardf: 
healed, but never got any hair on her head again : Ihe was married, had many chil- 
dren, and lived to a confiderable age. At another time the Indians attempted to kill 
the mother of this old man, but Ihe vigoroufly rcfifted them, and in the mean while a 
^number of Swedes came up, w'ho frightened the Indians, and made them run awav. 
Nobody could ever find out to what nation of Indians thefe owe their origin j for in 
general they lived very peaceably with the Swedes. 

^ The Indians had their little plantations of ntaizc in many places ; before the Swedes 
came into this country, the Indians had no other than their hatchets made of ftonc. In 
order to make maize plantations they cut out the trees, and prepared the ground in the 
manner I have before mentioned. I'hey planted but little maize, for they lived chielly 
upon hunting ; and throughout the greateft part of fummer, their hopnifs, or the roots 
of the glycine aplos, their katnifs, or the roots of the fagittaria fagittifolia, their lawho 
or the roots of the arum virginicum, their taw-kee or orontium aquaticum, and whortle- 
berries, were their chief food. They had no horfes or other cattle which could be fub- 
I'urvient to them in their agriculture, and'thcrefore*did all the work with their own 
hands. After they had reaped the maize, they kept it in holes under ground, during 
winter ; they dug thefe holes fcldom deeper than a fathom, and often not fo deep ^ at 
the bottom and on the fides they put broad pieces of bark. The "andropogon bicorne, 
a ^rafs which grows in great plenty here, and which the Englilh call Indian grafs, and 
the Swedes wilikt grafs *, fupplies the want of bark ; the ears of maize are then thrown 
into the hole, and covered to a confiderable thicknefs with the fam« grafs, and the 
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whole is again covered by a fufficient quantity of earth : the maize kept extremely well 
in thofe holes, aind each Indian had feveral fuch fubterraneous ftores, where his corn 
lay fafe. ^ ough he travelled far from it. After the Swedes had fettled here, and 
planted tpple-trees and peach-trees, the Indians, and efpccially their women, fomelimes 
ftole the fruit in great quantity ; but when the Swedes caught them, they guve them a 
fevere drubbing, took the fruit from them, and often their clothes too. hi tiic fame 
manner it happened fometimes, that as the Swedes had a great incroafe of hogs, and 
they ran about in the woods, the Indians killed fome of them privately and feafted 
upon them j but there were likewife fome Indians who bought hogs of the Swedes and* 
fed them ; they taught them to run after them like dogs, and whenever they removed 
from one place to another, their hogs always followed them. Some of thofe Indians 
got fuch numbers of thefe animals, that they afterwards gave them to the Swedes for 
a mere trifle. When the Swedes arrived in America the Indians bad no domeflic 
animals, except a fpecics of little dogs. The Indians were extremely fond of milk, 
and ate it with pleafure when the Swedes gave it them. They likewife prepared a kind 
of liquor like milk in the following manner : they gathered a great number of hiccory 
nuts, and walnuts from the black walnut-trees, dried and crulhed them ; then they 
took out the kernels, pounded them fo fine as flour, and mixed this flour with water, 
which took a milky hue from them, and was as fweet as milk. They had tobacco- 
pipOsS of clay, manufactured •by themfelves, at the time that the Swedes arrived here; 
they did not always fmoke true tobacco, but made ufe of another plant inftead of it, 
which was unknown to the old Swedes, but of which lie alTured me that it was not 
the common mullein, or verbafeum thapfus, which is generally called Indian tobacco 
here. * 

As to their religion, the old* man thoifght it very trifling, and even believed that 
they had none at all ; when tliey heard loud claps of thunder, they faid that the evil 
fpirit was angry ; fome of them faid that they believed in a God, who lives in heaven. 
'I’he old Swede once walked with an Indian, and they met with a rcd-lpottcd fnake on 
the road : the old man therefore went to feck a flick in order to kill the fnake ; but the 
Indian begged he would not touch it, becaufe he adored it : perhaps the Swede would 
not have killed it, but on hearing that it w.is the Indian’s deity, he took a flick and 
killed it, in the prefence of the Indian, faying : becaufc thou believeft in it, I thmk 
myfcif obliged to kill it. Sometimes the Indians came into the Swedilh churches, 
looked at* them, heard them, and went away again, after a while. One day as this 
old Swede was at church, and did not fing, bccaufe he had no pfalm-book by him, 
one of the Indians, who was well acquainted with him, tapped him on the (boulder, and * 
faid : Why doft thou not fing with the others, Tantanta ! Tantanta ! Tantanta ? 
On another occafion, as a fermon was preached in the Swedilh church at Raccoon, an 
Indian came in, looked about him, and, after hearkening a while to the preacher, he 
faid : Here is a great deal of prattle and nonfenfc, but neither brandy nor cyder j and 
went out again. For it is to be obferved, that when an Indian nukes a fpeech to his 
companions, in order to encourage them to war, or to any thing elfc, they all drink 
immoderately on thofe occafions. , 

At the time when the Swedes arrived, they bought land at a very inconfiderable 
price. For a piece of baize, or a pot full of brandy, or the like, they could get a 
piece of ground, which at prefent would be worth more than four hundred pounds, 
Penfylvania currency. When they fold a piece of land, they commonly ilgned an 
agreement ; and though they could neither read nor write, yet they fcribbled tlreir 
marks, or fignatpres, at the bottom of The father of old Nils Gultafson bought a 
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jaece of ground fr^m the Indians in New Jerfey. As fooh as the agreement was drawn 
up» and the Indians fhould fign it, one of them, whofe name lignified a beaver, drew 
a beaver ; another of them drew a bow and arrow ; and a third a mountain, .^pftead qf 
their names. Their canoes they made of thick trees, which they hollowed dirt' by fire, 
and made them fmooth again with their hatchets, as has been before mentioned. 

Ihe following account the old man gave me, in anfwer to my quefiions with regard 
to the weather and its changes ; it was his opinion, that the weather had always been 
pretty uniform ever fince his childhood : that there happen as great ftortns at prefent as 
formerly : that the fummers now are fometimes hotter, fometimes colder, than they 
were at that time ; that the winters were often as cold and as long as formerly ; and 
that ftill there often falls as great a quantity of fnow as in former tinies. However, he 
thoughtthat no cold winter came up to that which- happened in the year 1697 ; and which 
is often mentioned in the almanacks of this country ; and I have mentioned it in the 
beginning of this volume. For in that winter the river Delaware was fo llrongly 
covered with ice, that the old man brought many waggons full of hay over it, near 
Chrillina ; and that it was paflable in fledges even lower. No cattle, as far as he could 
recoiled, were ftarved to death in cold winters ; except, in later years, fuch cattle as 
were lean, and had no fiables to retire into. It commonly does not rain, neither more 
nor lefs, in futnmer than it did formerly } excepting that, during the lail years, the 
fuinmei:s have been more dry. Nor could the (dd Swedofind a diminution of water in 
brooks, rivers, and fwamps» He allowed, as a very common and certain fad, that 
wherever you dig wells you rtiect with oyfter-fliells in the ground. 

^ The old Guflafson was of opinion that intermitting fevers were as frequent and 
violent formerly as they arc now j but that they feemed more uncommon, hecaufe there 
were fewer people at that time here. When he got this fever he was not yet full 
grown. He got it in fummer, and had it till the enfuing fpring, which is almofl a year ; 
but it did not hinder him from doing his work, either within or out of doors. Plcurify 
likewife attacked one or two of the Swedes formerly ; but it was not near fo common 
as it is now. The people in general were very healthy at that time. 

Some years ago, the old Swede’s eyes were fo much weakened, that he was forced 
to make ufe of a pair of fpedaclcs. He then got a fever j which was fo violent that 
it was feared he would not recover. However, he became quite well again, and at the 
‘ fame lime ^ot new ftrength in his eyes, fo that he has been able to read without fpcdacles 
fmee that time. 

^ rhe houfes which the Swedes built when they firft fettled here, were very bad. 
Ihe whole houfe confifted of one little room, the door of w'hich was fo low, that 
one was obliged to fioop in order to get in. As they had brought no glafs with them, 
they were obliged to be content with little holes, before which a moveable board was 
iaflened. They found no mofs, or at lead none which could have been fcrviceable in 
ftoppiog up holes or^ cracks in the walls. They were therefore forced to clofe them, 
both without and within, with clay. The chimneys were made in a corner, either of 
grey fand, a ftone, or (in places where no ftone was to be got) of mere clay, which 
they laid very thick in one corner of the houfe. The ovens for baking were likewife in 
the rooms. 

Before the Englifh came to fettle here, the Swedes could not get as many cloaths as 
they wanted, and were therefore obliged to make fliift as w’cll as they could. The men 
wore waiftcoats and breeches of Ikins. Hats were not in fafliion j and they made little 
ca{^, provided^ with flaps before. They had worded dockings. Their flioes were of 
thdr own making. Some of them had learnt to prepare leather, and to make com- 
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mon flioeSy Nith heels ; but thofe who were not ihoetnakers by* proieffion, took the 
length of their feet, and fewed the leather together accordingly ; taking a piece for the 
Ible, 0^ for the hind*quarter6, and one more for the upper-leather. At that time they 
likewife fowed flax here, and wove linen cloth. Hemp was not to be got ; and they 
made ufe of flaxen ropes and flfliing tackle. The women were dreffed in jackets and 
petticoats of Ikins. Their beds, excepting the flieets, were ikins of feveral animals ; 
fuch as bears, wolves, &c. 

Tea, coffee, and chocolate, which are at prefent univerfally in ufe herei were then* 
wholly unknown. Bread and butter, and other fubffantial food, was what they break* 
faded upon ; and the above-mentioned fuperfluities have only been lately intro- 
duced, according to the account of the old Swede. Sugar and treacle they had in 
abundance, as far as he could remember ; and rum formerly bore a more moderate 
price. 

From the accounts of this old Swede I concluded, that before the Englilh fettled here* 
they followed wholly the cuftoms of Old Sweden ; but after the Englilh had been in 
the c(»untry for fome time, the Swedes began gradually to follow their cudoms. When 
this Swede was bur a boy there were two Swedilh fmiths here, W’ho made hatchets, 
knives, and feythes, exaflly like the Swedilh ones, and made them lharper than they 
can be got now% Thi; hatchets now in ufe are in the Englilh way, with a broad edge ; 
and their handles are very’ narrow'. Almod all the Swedes made ufe of baths ; and 
they commonly bathed every Saturday. They cclebratpd Chridmas with feveral forts 
of games, and with IVveral peculiar didies, as is ufual in Sweden ; all which is now, 
for the greated part, left off. Iq the younger years of this Swede they made a pecu* 
liar kind of carts here, 'rhey faw'cd tl\ick pieces of liquidamber trees, and made ufe 
of two of them for the forcinod wheels, and of two more for the hindmod. With 
thofe carts they brought home their wood. Their fledges were at that time made alinoll 
in the fame manner as they are now, or about as broad again as the true Swedilh ones. 
Timber and great beams of wood were carried upon a dray. They baked great loaves, 
fuch as they do now'. They had never any bifeuit, though the clergymen, who came 
from Sweden, commonly got fome baked. 

The Englilh on their arrival here bought large trafts of land of the Swedes, at a 
very inconliderable price. The father of the old Swede fold an edate to the Englilh, 
which at this time would be reckoned worth three hundred pounds, for which he got 
a cow, a fow, and a hundred gourds. 

With regard to tlie decreafe of birds, the number of them and filh, he was wholly 
of that opinion which I have already mentioned. This was the account which the ola 
man gave me of the former date of the Swedes in this country. 1 lhall fpeak more 
particularly of it in the fequel. 

Hurricanes are fometimes very violent here, and often tear up great trees. They 
fometimes proceed as it were in peculiar irads, or lines. In fome places, efpecially in 
the hurricane’s trad, all the trees are druck down, and it looks as if the woods were 
cut down defignedly ; but dole to the trad the trees receive no hurt. Such isTthe 
place which was Ihewn to me to-day. It is dangerous to go into the woods where the 
hurricanes blow ; for no one can guard fufficienily againd tlie Aiddcn fall of trees. 

The Penfylvania .afp was now in full bloffom. But neither this tree, nor thofe near 
a*kin to it, mewed their leaves. 

* B.-fore the Englilh fettled beie. 
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An old countryman alTertcd, that he commonly fowed a bufhel of rye oh an acre of 
ground, and got twenty bufliels in return ; but from a bulhel of barley he got thirty 
Dulhcls. However, in that x:afe the ground muft be well prepared. Wheat returns 
about as much as rye. The foil was a clay mixed with fand and mould. 

In the evening I returned*. 

March 28th. I found a black beetle t (fcarabaeus) with a pentagonal oval clypeus 
or fhield, on the head a (hort blunt horn, and a gibbous or hump-backed thorax, or 
corfelet. This l)cetlc is one of the bigger fort here. I found here and there holes on 
the hills, which were fo wide that 1 cquld put my finger into them. On digging them 
up I always found thefe beetles lying at the bottom, about five inches under ground. 
Sometimes there were fliort whitiflt worms, about as thick as one’s finger, which lay 
with the beetles ; and perhaps they were related to them. There were likewife other 
infefts in fuch holes, as a black cricket (gryllus campeftris), fpiders, earth-beetles 
' (carabi), and others. This beetle had a feent cxaftly like the trifolium melilotus 
cEcrulea, or the blue mclilot. It was entirely covered with oblong pale ticks (acari). 
Its feet were as llrong as thofe of the common dung chafler (fcarabaius ftercora- 
rius). 

April 4th. A cicindela, or fhining beetle, with a gold-green head, tlu)rax, and 
feet, and a blue-green abdomen or belly, flew every where about the fields, and was 
hunting other infects. It is very common in North America, and feeins to be a mere 
variety of the cicindela campeftris. 

Cimex lacuftris, a kind of water-bugs, hopped in numbers on the furface of waters 
which had a flow courfe. 

Dytifeus piceus, or, the great w'ater-bcetkv fvvam forpetimes in the water. 

About fixty years ago, the greateft part of this country was covered with tall and 
thick trees, and the fwamps were full of water. But it has undergone fo great a 
change, as few other places have undergone in fo fliort a time. At prefent the forefts 
arc cut down in mofl: places, the fwamps drained by ditches, the country cultivated, and 
changed into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. Therefore, it feems very rcafouable 
to fuppofc, that fo fuddon a change has likewife had fomc efieft upon the weather. I 
was therefore defirous of hearing from the old Swedes, who have lived the longefl in 
>is country, and have been inhabitants of this place during the whole time of the 
change mentioned, whether the prefent ftate of the w'eather was in feme particulars re- 
markably diflcrcut from that which they felt in their younger years ? The following is 
an account w hich they all unanimoufly gave me in anfw'er to this queftion. 

The winter came fooncr formerly than it docs now. Mr. Ifaac Norris, a wealthy 
merchant, who has a confiderable fliare in the government of Penfylvania, conftrmcd 
this by a particular account. His father, one of the firfl: Englifli merchants in this 
country, oblerved, that in his younger years the river Delaware was commonly covered 
with ice, about the middle of November, old flylc, fo that the merchants were 
obliged to bring down their (hips in great haftc before that time, for fear of their being 
obliged to lie all winter. On the contrary, this river feldom freezes over at prefent, 
before the middle of December, old llyle. 

* I’rom Nila Guflafson, the old Swede. 

f The btclle here deferibed fecins to be the kMvabx'.is CaroIfmiH, Linn. Syft. Nat. p. 5451 and of 
Drury IllnUratioiia of Nat. Hill. lab. 35. f. 2. It is coin mo n in New York| New Jcrfcyi rcnfylvaniat 
Maryland, and Carolina. F. 
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It fnowed much more iif tvinter, formerly, than it does now ; but the weather in ge- 
neral was likewife more conftant and uniform ; and when the cold fet in, it continued 
to the i^d of February, or till March, old ftylc, jvhen it commonly began to grow 
warm. At prefcnt, it is warm, even the very next day after a fevere cold; and fome- 
times the weather changes fevcral times a day. 

Moft of the old people here were of opbion, that fpring came much lateral prefent, 
than formerly, and that it was now much colder in the latter end of February, and the 
whole month of May, than when they were young. Formerly the fiehls were as green, 
and the air as warm, towards the end of February^ as it is nf)w in March, or in the be- 
ginning of April, old llyle. The Swedes at that time made ufe of this phral'c : pa(k 
bitida, pafk fent, altid gras, that is, we have always grafs at I'.afler, whether it bo loon or 
late in the year. But perhaps we can account as follows, for the opinion which the 
people here have, that vegetation appeared formerly more forward than it docs i»ow. 
Formerly the cattle were not fo numerous as now ; however, ihe woods were full of 
grafs and herbs, which, according to tlie icftimouy of all the old people here, grew to 
the height of a man. At prefcnt a great part of the annual graifes and plants have 
been entirely extirpated by the continual graining of numbers of cattle, 'i’hcfe annual 
gralTes were; probably green very early in fpring, and (^being extirpated) might lead 
the people to believe, that every thing came on fooncr formerly than it docs at 
prefent. ■* 

It ufed to rain more abundantly than it docs now ; diy-ing the harveft efpecially, the 
rains fell in fuch plenty, that it was very difficult to bring home the hay and corn. 
Some of the latl years had been extremely dry. However, a few people were of 
oju'ninn iliat it nined as plentifully at prefcnt, as formerly. 

All the people agreed, thSt the weather was not by far fo inconftant, when they 
were young, as it is now. For at prefent it happens at all times of the year, that when 
a day has been warm, the next is very cold, and vice verfa. It iVequtmtly happens 
that the weather alters feveral times in one day ; fo that when it has been a pretty 
warm morning, the wiiul blows from north welt about fen o’clock, and brings a 
cold air with it; yet a little after noon it may be w'ann again. My meteoi’ological ob- 
fervations fufficiently confirm the reality of thefe fudden changi s of weather, which are 
faid to caufe, in a great mcafure, the people to be more unliealthy at prefent, than 
they were formerly. 

I likewife found every body agree in afferting, that the winter, betwixt the autumn 
of the year 1697, and the fpring of the year iliyS, w'as the coldcft and the feverelt, 
which they had ever felt. 

April 6th. Sanguinaria Canadenfis, which is here calk'd blood-root, bccaufe the 
root is^great and red, and, when cut, looks like the root of red beet, and llie epigara 
repens, which fon\o call the creeping ground-laurel, were both beginning to flower. 
The fiirmer grew in a rich mould, the other in a poorer foil. 

The Laurus a;fl.ivalis, which fomc people call fpice-wood, likcwile bogati to blof- 
fom about this time; its leaves were not yet broke out; ii liked a moift foil in 
the woods. 

April 9th. Apocynuni Cannabinum was by the Swedes called iiemp of the Indi- 
ans *; and grew plentil’ully in old corn-grounds, in woods, on hills, and in high glades. 
The Swedes have given it the name of Indian hemp, becaufe the Indians formerly, and 
even now, apply it to the lame purpofes as the Europeans do hemp ; for the ftalk may 
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be divided into filamaits, and is eafily prepared. When Che Indians vrere yet fettled 
among the Swedes, in -Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they made ropes of this apocynum, 
which the Swedes bought, and employed them as bridles, and for nets. Tnefe ropes 
were ftronger, and kept longer in water, than fuch as were made of common hemp. 
The Swedes commonly got fourteen yards of thefe ropes for one piece of br^d. 
Many of the Europeans ftill buy fuch ropes, becaufe they laft fo well. I’he Indians 
Kkewife make feveral other fluffs of their hemp. On my journey through the country 
of the Iroqucfe, I faw the women employed in maaufafluring this hemp. They made 
ufe neither of fpinning-whecis nor diflaffs, but rolled the filaments upon their bare 
thighs, and made thread and firings of them, which they dyed red, yellow, black, &c. 
and afterwards worked them into Auffs, with a great deal of ingenuity. The plant is 
perennial, which renders the annual planting c>f it altogether unneceffary. Out of the 
root and ftalk of this plant, when it is Ircfh, comes a white milky juice, which is 
’ fomewhat poifonous. Sometimes the fifhing tackle of the Indians confifls entirely of 
this hemp. The Europeans make no ufe of it, that I know of. 

Flax and cat-tail, were names given to a plant which grows in bays, rivers, and in 
deep whirlpools, and which is known to botanills by the name of 'I’ypha latifolia. Its 
leaves are here twilled together, and formed into great oblong rings, which are put 
upon the horfe’s neck, between the mane and the collar, in order to prevent the horfe’s 
neck from being hurt by the collar. The btuioms of chairs were frequently made of 
thefe leaves, twilled together. Formerly the Swedes employed the wool or cotton 
which furrounds its feeds, and put it into their beds inflead of feathers ; but as it coalef- 
ces into lumps after the beds have been ufed for foine time, they have left off making 
ufe of them. I omit the ufe of this plant in phyfic,* it being the peculiar province of 
the phylicians. 

A fpecies of leek*, very like that which appears only in woods on hills in Sweden, 
grows at prefent on almofl all corn-fields mixed witlt fand. The Englifli here called it 
garlick. On f§me fields it grew in grtat abundance. When the cattle grazed on fuch 
fields, and ate the garlick, their milk, and the butter which was made of it, tailed lb 
llrongly of it, that they were fcarce eatable. Sometimes they fold butter in the Phi- 
ladelphia markets, which tailed to flrongly of garlick that it was entirely ufelefs. On 
this account, they do not fuffer milking cows to graze on fields where garlick abounds : 
^his they referve f or other fpecies of cattle. When the cattle eat much of this garlick 
in fummer, their flclh has likewife fuch a flrong flavour, that it is unfit for eating. 
This kin^ of garlick appears early in fpring j and the horfes always paffed by it without 
•ever touching it. ' 

• Alliuin atvenfc ; odore gravi, capitulis bulbofis rub'Tiuibus. Sec CJronov. I'lora Virginica, 37 ' This 
leek feems to be JDr. Linnaeus’s AUium Canadenfc, fcap'o nudo tcrcti, foliis lincuribus, capitulo bulbifcro. 
Spec, plant. I. p. 431. F. ^ 
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PETER KALM’S TRAVELS. 

VOLUME THE SECOND. 


PREFACE OF THE EDITOR TO THE SECOND VOLUME. 

I 

I COULD have left this volume without pre&ce, was it not for fome circumftanccs 
which I am goin^ to mention. 

The author of this account of North America is a Swede, and therefore feems 
always to Ihew a peculiar way of thinking in regard to the Englilh in general, and in 
regard to the firft proprietors and inhabitants of Philadelphia in particular. The 
French, the natural enemies of the Englifli, have, for upwards of a century, been the 
allies of the Swedes, who therefore are in general more fond of them than of the 
Englilh. I’he external politenefs of the French in Canada fully captivated our author, 
prejudiced him in their favour, and alienated his mind, though unjuftly, from the 
Englifli. I have therefore ncAv and then, in remarks, been obliged to do the Engliih 
juftice, efpecially when I /aw the author carried away either by prejudice or mifinfor- 
mation. He paffed ahnoft all the winter, between 1748 and 1749, at Raccoon, and 
converfcd there with his countrymen ; when he came to Philadelphia he likewife was 
in the company of the Swedes feftled there ; thefe, no doubt, furniflied him with 
many partial and difingenuous accounts oT the Englifli, and gave his mind that un- 
favourable bias which he fo often difplays in prejudice of a nation, now at the head of 
the enlightened world, in regard to every religious, moral, and focial virtue. The 
author frequently feems to throw an illiberal refledion on the firft proprietors of Pen- 
fylvania, and the Quakers ; though they got that province not by force, but by a 
charter from the Englifli government, to whom the Swedes gave it up by virtue of a 
public treaty. Prompted by fuch falfe infmuations of his countrymen, he likewife 
enters very minutely into the circumftanccs of the Swedes, and often omits more im- 
portant points relative to the legiflator and father of Penfylvania, William Penn, who 
gave that province exiftence, laws, and reputation. 

The author, however, often does juftice to the excellent conftitution of Penfylvania, 
as maybe feen in vol. i. But when he fpeaks of ftones attrading the moiftureof the 
air, fee vol. i. this is fomewhat unphilofopbically expreffed. No ftone attrads the 
moifture' of the air unlefs impregnated with faline particles j however, when the ftones 
are colder than the atmofphere, they then conde^e the moifture of the air on their 
furface: the porous ftones abforb it immediately, but thofe of a more folid texture, as 
marbles, &c. keep it on their furface till it evaporates. 

I here take the opportunity of returning my humble thanks to my friends, who have 
generoufly promoted this publication ; as without this public manner of acknowledging 
their favours, I would think myfelf guilty of ingratitude, which, in my opinion, is one 
of the moft deteftable vices. 

London, 

Feb. the ijtli, 1771. 
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PETER KALM’S TRAVELS. — TOLOTE THE SECOND, 


A pril the lath, 1749. This morning I went to Philadelphia and the places 
adjacent, in order to know i^hether there were more pibnts lately fprung lip than 
at Raccoon, and in New Jerfey in general. The wet weather which had ^ppened 
the preceding days had made the roads very bad in low and clayey places. 

The leaves which dropt lafl: autumn had covered the graund in depth three or four 
inches. As this feems to hinder the growth of the grafs, it was cuftomary to burn it in 
March, or at the end of that month, (according to the old ftile) in order to give the 
grafs the liberty of growing up. I foimd fevenu fpots burnt in this manner to>day ; 
but if it be ufeful one way, it does a great deal of damage in another ; all the young 
ihoots of fever^l trees were burnt wiui the dead leaves, which diminilhes the woods 
conllderably ; and in fuch places where the dead leaves had been burnt for feveral years 
together, the old trees were only left, which being cut" down, there remains nothing 
. but a great field, without any woodl At the fame time, all forts of trees and plants 
arc confumed by tKe fire, 'or at lead deprived of their power of budding; a great, 
number of plants, and mod of the grades here, are annual ; their feeds fall between 
the leaves, and by that means are burnt : this is another caufe of univerbi complaint, 
that grafs is much fcarcer at prefent in the Woods than it was formerly ; a great number 
of dry and hollow trees are burnt at the lame time, though they could ferve ^ fuel 
in the houfes, and by that means fpare part of the foreds. 'flie upper mould likewife 
bums away in part by that means, not to mention feveral other inconveniencics with 
which this burning of the dead leaves is attended. To this purpofe, the government of 
Penfylvania have lately publilhed an edi£t, which prohibits this burning ; neverthelefs 
every one did as he plcafed, and this prohibition met with a general cenfure. 

There were vad numbers of woodlice in the woods about this time ; they are a very 
difagreeableinfeft ; for as foon as a perfon fits down on an old dump of a tree, or on 
a tree wliich is cut down, or on the ground itfelf, a whole army of woodlice creep upon 
his clothes, and infenfibly come upon the naked body. 

1 had a piece of petrified wood given me to>day, which was found deep in the ground 
at Raccoon. In this wood the fibres and inward rings appeared very plainly ; it Teemed 
tQ be a- piece of hiccory, for it was as like it. In every refpeft, as if it had but jud 
been cut from a hiccory tree. 

I likewife got fome fliells to*day, which the Engliih commonly call clams, and 
whereof the Indians make their ornaments and money, which 1 lhall take an oppor* 
tunity of fpeaking of in thefequel. Thefe clams were not frelh, but fuch as areeweiy 
where found in New Jerfey, on digging deep into the ground Lthe live fliells of this 
kind are only found in fait water, and on the fea coads. But tHefe clams were found 
at Raccoon, about eight or nine Englifli miles from the river Delaware, and near a 
hundred from the neared fea*ihore. 

At night 1 went to Mr. Btftram*s feat. 

< April 13th. 1 employed this day in feveral obfervations relative to botany* 

Two neds of wafpshung in a high maple-tree, over a brook. vTh^ fon® 
wholly the fame with that of our wafp neds, but Aey exceeded them in fiac* * Each 

■ i : ■ ■ ■■ neft 
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nefl: was ten Inches in ; m each nefl: were three cakes, above one another, of 

which the loweiirhoft waathe biggeft, and the two uppermoft decreafcd in proportfcai : 
there wete fome eggs of wafps in them. The diameter of the loweil ratfe was about 
fix inches and one quarter, and that of the uppermoft, three inches and three quarters* 
The cells in which the eggs, or the young ones were depofitcd, were hexagonal, and 
the colour of the nefl: grey. I was told that the wafps make this kind of nefts out of 
the grey fplints, which ftick to old pales and walls. A dark brown bee, with black 
antennae, and two black rings on the belly, and purple wings, flew about the trees, 
and might perhaps be an inhabitant of thefe nefls. , 

Another kind of wafps, which are larger than thefe, make their nefts quite open. 
It conflfts merely of one cake, which has no covering, and is made of the boughs of 
trees. ITie cells are horizontal, and when the eggs or young larvaj Ue in them they 
have lids or coverings, that the rain may not come into them. But whither the old 
wafps retreat during ftorms, is a myftery to me, except they creep into the crevices of 
rocks. That fide of the cake which is uppermoft is covered with fome oily particles, 
fo that the rain cannot penetrate. ^The cells are hexagonal, from five to feven lines 
deep, and two lines in diameter. Mr. Bartram dbferved, that thefe nefts are built of 
two forts of materials, viz. the fplints which are found upon old pales, or fences, and 
which the wind feparates from them ; for the wafps have often been obferved to fit on 
fuchold wood, and to gnaw away thefe fplints ; thefides, and the lid or cover of the 
cells are made of an animal fubftance, or glutinous matter, throwm up by the wafps, 
or prepared in their mouths ; for when this fubftance is thrown into the fire, it does not 
burn, but is only finged, like hair or horn. But the bottom of the nefl: being put 
into the fire, burns like linen or half-rotten wood, and leaves a fmell of burnt wood. 
The wafps, whofe nefts I have now deferib'ed, have three elevated black fliining points 
on the forehead*, and a pentagonal black fpot on the thorax. Towards the end of 
autumn thefe wafps creep into the cavities of mountains, where they lie torpid during 
winter. In fpring, when the fun begins to operate, they come out during day-time, 
but return towards night, when it grows cold. I faw them early in fpring during fun- 
Ihine, in and about fome cavities in the mountrills. I was told of another fpecies of 
wafps, which make their nelb under ground. 

Gyrinus natator (Amcricanus), or the whirl-beetles. Thefe were found dancing in 
great ^umbers on the furface of the waters. 

April 14th. This morning I went down to Chefter : in feveral places on the road 
are faw-mills ; but thofe which I law to-day had no more than one faw. I likewife 
perceived that the woods and forefts of thefe parts had been very roughly treated, k 
IS cuftomary here, when they erefl: faw-mills, wind-mills, or iron^works, to lead the 
water a good way lower, in cafe the ground near a fail in the river is not convenient/or 
building upon. 

April 16th. This morning I returned to Raccoon. This country has feveral kinds 
of fwallows, viz. fuch as live in bams, in chimneys, and under ground ; there are 
likewife martens. 

T^e bam fwallows, or houfe fwallows, are thofe with a furcated tail._ They are 
Linnaeus's hirundo ruftica. I found them in all the parts of North America which 1 
travelled over. They correfpond very nearly to the European houfe-fwallow. In regard to 

* Thefe three pdiirts are common to moll infe£ls, and ought therefore not to be made charaflen’iSiVs 
of any particular fpecick They are called (lemmata, and are a kind of eyes which ferve the infeC'ls ^or 
looking at dittant bhieCto, as the oompound eyes do for objects aear at lumd. F. 

then* 


4 A 3 



54t W HOWTH 

thdr coloui^, however, thtte feen^ to he a fmall'^foeoce ini die.oo|t& <• 1 took no no* 
tice this when they amved : but the following, year, 17 5<^ 1 hhC^ed thc^J^r 
the firft time, on the 10th of April (new ftyle) ; tike next day in tne momb^, l-fi&w 
gr^ numbers of them fitting on pofts and planli^ and they were as wet as if th^ had 
bera juft come out of the fea *. They build their nefts in houfes, and under the roofs 

on 

^ It has been a fubjeft of conteft amonpf naturali(l6» to determine the winter retreat of fwallows. Some 
thinky they go to warmer climates when they difappear in the northern countries : others fay* thev creep 
into hollow tices, and holes in clefts of rocks* and lie there all the winter in a torpid Hate ; and others 
affirm* that they take their retreat into water* and revive again in fpring. The two firft opinions kave 
been proved^ and it feems have found credit ; the laft have been treated as ridiculousj and almoft as an 
old woman’s tale. Natural hiftory* as all the other hiftories* depends not always upon the intrinfie 
degree of probability* but upon fa^s founded on the tellimony of people of noted veracity. — Swallows 
arc feldom feen finking down into the water ; fwallows have not fuch organs as frogs or lizards* which arc 
torpid during winter* ergo, fwallows live not, and cannot live under water. — This way of arguing^ 
1 believe* would carry us* in a great many cafes* too far ; for though it is not clear to every one, it may 
however be true ; and lizards and frogs are animals of a clal^ widely different from that of birds* and mnft 
therefore of courfe have a different ftru&ure ; hence it is they are claffcd feparately. The bear and the 
marmot are in winter in a torpid ftatt* and have however not fuch organs as lizards and frogs ; and nobody 
doubts of their being, during fome time, in the moft rigid climates* lu a torpid ftate ; for the Alpine na« 
tions hunt the marmots frequently, by digging their holes up* and torpid, that they cfk their 

throats* without their reviving or giving the leaft fign of life during the operation ; but when the torpid 
marmot is brought into a warm room and placed before the fire, it revives from its lethargy. The quef* 
lion muft therelore be decided by lads; nor are they wanting here; Dr. Wallerius* the celebrated Swe** 
difti chemift, wrote in I748> September the 6th* O. S. to the late Mr. Klein* fccrctary to the city of 
Dantzick : That he has feen* more than once, fwallows affetabling on a reed* till they were all immerfed 
and went to the bottom ; this being preceded by a (jirge of a quarter of an hour’s length. He attefts 
likewife* that he had feen a fwallow caught during winter out of a* lake with a net* drawn* as is common 
IB northern countries* under the ice : this bird was brought into a warm room* revived* fluttered about* 
and foon after died.” 

Mr. Klein applied to many fermiers genoraux of the King of Pruffia’s domains* who had great lakes in 
their dillrifis* the fiflicry in them being a part of the revenue ; in winter the fifhery thereon is the moft 
conliderable under the ice, with nets fpreaditig more than two hundred or three hundred fathoms* and they 
are often wound by ferews and engines* oruiaccount of their weight. All the people (|iieftiuncd ma^ 
affidavits upon oath before the magi ft rates. Firft* The mother of the Countefs Lehndorf faid* that Ihe had 
feen a bundle of fwallows brought from the Fri/h-haff (a lake communicating with the Baltic at Pillau) 
which when brought into a moderately warm room, revived and fluttered about. Secondly, Count ^chlie* 
ben gave an inftrument on ftamped paper* importing* that by fifhing on the lake belonging to his eftate 
of Gerdauen, in winter* he fawfeveral fwallows caught in the net* one of which he took up with ms hand* 
brought it into a warm room, where it lay about an liour* when it began to ftir* and half an hour after it 
flew about in the room. Thirdly, fermler general (Amtman) Witkowfki made affidavit* that in the year 
1740, three fwallows were brought up with the net in the great pond atDidlackcn; in the year 1741 he 
got two fwallows from another part of the pond* and took them home* (they all being caught in his 
prefence) ; after an hohr’s fpace they revived all in a warm room* fluttered about, and died three hours 
after. Fourthly* Amtmam Bonke fays, that having had the eftate Klcilcow in farm* he had feeii nine 
fwallows brought up in the net from under the icc*aU which he took into a warm room* where hediftin&ly 
obferved how they gradually revived ; but a few hours after they all died. Another time his people got 
likewife foroe fwallc^s in a net, but he ordered them again to be thrown into the water. Fifthly, Andrew 
Kutta* a mailer fiiherman* at Olctfko, made affidavit* 1747* that twenty-two years ago* two fwallows were 
taken up by him, in a net* under the ice* and being brought into a warmn-oom* they flew about. Sjitthly* 
Jacob Kofiulo, a mailer fifherman* at Stradauen* made affidavit* that in 1736* he brought up in vrinter* 
in a net* from under the ice of the lake at Rafkl* a feemiugly dead fwallow* which reviveefin half an ^ur’s 
time* in a warm room* and he faw* a quarter of an hour after* the bird grow weaker* and (bon after 
dying. Seventhly* 1 can reckon myfelf among the eye-witneffes of this paradoxon of natural hiftory. ^ In 
the year 1735, being a little boy* ^Hwicveral fwallows brought in winter by fifhermen* frbm f^e river 
Viftula* to my father’s houfe* wherb-^ of them werr brought into a warm room* revived* and flew 
, pkout. 1 faw them feveral times fettbflg on the warm ftove* (which the northern nali9a8jnyB^m 
rooms) and 1 rccollc£t well that the fame forenoon they died, and I had tbenii; whj^^ 
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pnnefi^ b^biid tb'e bottom ; they build tdo under the comers of perpendieuktfbof^ ;■ 
and thii^ Ihws where the fwallows made their nefts, before the Europeans fettfed^i^ 
built houfes here ; for it is well known that the huts of the Indians could not 
purpofe of the fwallows. A very creditable lady and her children told me the Iwi* 
lowing ftory, afluring me that they were eye-witnefles to it ; a couple of fwallows bufft 
their neft in the ftablc belonging to the lady ; the female fwallow fat upon the nefl^ 
laid eggs in it, and was about to brood them ; fome days after, the people faw the f<^ 
male ftill fitting on the eggs ; but the male flying .about the neft, and fometiines fettling 
on a nail, was beard to utter a very plaintive note, which betrayed his uneafinefs : on a 
nearer cxamiiiatipn the caufe appeared, for the female was found dead in the neft. The 
male then went to fit upon the eggs, but after being about two hours on them, and 
thinking the bufinefs too troublefome for him, he went out, and returned in the after- 
noon with another female, which fiit upon the eg g s, and afterwards fed the young ones* 


In the yenr 1 754* after the death of my uncle Godefroy Wolf, captain In the Pollfh regiment of foot- 
guards ; being myfclf one of his heirs, I admlniftered for my co-heira fcvcral eftates called the Starofty of 
Dirfehau, In PoliHi Prullias which my late uncle farmed under the King. In January the lake of 
Lybdiau, belonging to thefe cHutes being covered with icc, I ordered the tiHiermen to £[/h thereiny and 
in iny prefonce k^veral fwallows were taken, which the fi/hermen threw in again ; but one I took up 
myfelf, brought it home, which was five miles from thence, and ft^revived, but died about an hour after 
its reviving. Thefe are fadls attefled hf people of the highefi quality, by foine in public offices, and by 
others, who, though of a low rank, however made thefe affidavits upon oath* It is impoffible to fuppofe 
indifcriminately that they were prompti^ by views of interefi, to affert as a fa6l, a thing which had no 
truth in it. It is therefore highly probable, or rather inconteftably true, that fwallows retire in the 
Northern countries during wiiite.' into the water, and ilay there in a torpid fiate, till the return or 
warmth revives them again in I'pring. The quefiton therefore I believe ought for the future to be thus 
flated ; The fwallow^s in Spain, Italy, France, and perhaps fome from England, remove to warmer cli- 
mates ; fome Engliih ones, and fome in Germany and other mild countries, retire into clefts and holes 
in rocks, Und remain there in a torpid ilate. In the colder northern countries the fwallows immerfe in the 
fea, in lakes and rivers, and remain in a torpid ilate under icc during winter. There are fiill fome objec-- 
tions to this latter affirtiun, which we mull remove. It is faid, why do not rapacious fifh, and aquatic 
quadrupeds and birds, devour thefe fwallows i The anfwer is obvious. Swallows chufe only fuch places 
in the water for their winter retreat, as are near reeds and ruihes, fo that finking down there between them- 
and their roots, they are by them fecured againfl the rapacioufuefs of their enemies. But others objed, 
why arc not thefe birds caught in fuch waters as are continually harraffed by nets ? 1 believe the lame 

anfwer which has been made to the firil objedion, will ferve for this likewife. Fifhermeii take care to 
keep off with their nets from places filled with reeds and ruflies, for fear of entangling and tearing their 
nets ; and thus the lit nation of fwallows under water, is the rcafon that they are feloom dlllurbed in thejr 
filent winter retreats. What confirms this opinion fiill more is, that fwallows were never caught in Pruffia, 
according to the above-mentioned affidavits, but with thofe parts of the net which paiTed near to the reeds 
and rufiies ; and fometimes the fwallows were yet faficned with their feet to a reed when they were drawn 
up by the net. As to the argument taken from their being fo long under water without corruption, £» 
believe there is a real difference between animals fuffocated in water, and animals being torpid thereia. 
We have examples of things being a long time under water, to which we may add the intenfe cold of thefe 
northern regions which preferves them. Who would have thought it, iliat fnails and polypes may be 
diflcfled, and could reproduce the parts fevered from their body, if it was not a fad ? Natural hiftory 
$ught to be fiudied as a colledion of fads, not as the hiftory of our giiefies or opinions. Nature varies, 
in an infinite manner ; and Providence has diverfified the infiind of animals, and their oeconomy, and 
adapted it to the various fcafons and climates. This long digreflion 1 thought necelTary and excufable ; 
and the more fo, as the ingenious great friends to the cauk of Natural Hiftory, the late Mr. Cullinfon and 
Mr. Pennant, have both aflerted the impoffibility arid improbability of this immerfion. 1 revere the 
Biemory and theafhes of the one, and think the friendfliip pTtbe other an honour to me ; but am affured, 
that both prefer truth to their private opinion, and can bw a modeft oppolition, when It ispropr^fed' 
with mdour, with a view to promote truth, and with fentiments of refped and gratitude, as it h done 
by me in the pttfenveafe. F». > 

.. till 
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till they were able to provide for thonfelves. The people differed heni ut'ihel^opinicxas 
about the abode of fwallows in winter: moff of the Swedes thought thatthey lay 
the bottom of the Tea/, fome, with the ^gliih and the French in Canada, thou^"tha| 
they m^ratc to the fouthward in Autumn, .and return in fpring. I have lihewife been 
crembly informed in Albany, that they have been found deeping in deep holes and 
clejfts of rocks, during winter. 

The chimney fwallows are the fecond fpecies, and they derive their name from 
building their nefts in chimneys, which are not made ufe of in dimmer : fometimes 
^ when the dre is not very great, they do not mind the fmoke, and remain in the chim- 
ney. I did not fee them this year till late in May, but in the enfuing year, 1750, they 
arrived on the 3d of May, for they appear much later than the other fwallows. It is 
remarkable that each feather in their tail ends in a ftiff (harp point, lik^ the end of an 
, avvl ; they apply the tail to the dde of the wall in the chimneys, hold themfelves with 
their feet, and the ftiff tail ferves to keep them up : they make a great thundering noife 
all the day long, by dying up and down in the chimneys ; and as they build their neffs 
in chimneys only, and it is well known that the Indians have not fo much as a hearth 
made of mafonry, much lefs a chimney, but make thdr fires on the ground in their 
huts, it is an obvious queffion. Where did thefe fwallows build their nefls before the 
Europeans came, and made houfes with chimneys ? It is probable that they formerly 
made them in great hollow trees. This opinion was adopted by Mr. Bartram, and 
many others here. Catefby has deferibed the chinm.ey fwallow and figured it *, and 
Dr. Linnaeus calls it hirundo pelafgia. 

The ground fwallows or fand martins, (Linnaeus's hirundo riparia) are to be met with 
eveiry where in America ; they make their nefts in the ground on the fleep fhores of 
rivers and lakes. 

The purple martins have likewife been deferibed and drawn in their natural colours 
by Catefby t* Dr. Linnaeus likewife calls them hirundo purpurea. They are lefs 
common here than the former fpecies ; I have feen in feveral places little houfes made 
of boards, and fixed on the outfide of the walls, on purpofe that thefe martins may 
make their nefts in them ; for the people arc very deftrous of having them near their 
houfes, becaufe they both drive away hawks and crows as foon as they fee them, and 
Alarm the poultry, by their anxious note, of the approach of their enemies. The 
chickens are likewife ufed to run under fhelter, as foon as they are warned by the 
martins. 

^ April 17th. The dirca paluftris, or moufe-wood, is a little fhrub which grows on the 
rifing ground adjoining to the fwamps and marfhes, and was now in full bloffoin. The 
Eoglifh in Albany, call it leather-wood, bccaufc its bark is as tough as leather. . 'I'hc 
French in Canada, call it bois de plomb, or leaden-wood, becaufe the wood itfelf is as 
foft and as tough as lead. The bark of this fhrub was made ufe of for ropes, bafkets. 
Sec. by the Indians, whilft they lived among the Swedes j and it is really very fit for 
that puipofe, on account of its remarkable ftrength and toughnefs, which is equal to 
that of the lime-tree bark. The Englifh and the Dutch in many parts of Nortli Ame* 
rica, and the French in Canada, employ this bark in all cafes where we make ufe of lime- 
tree bark in Europe. The tree itfelf is very tough, and you cannot eafily feparate its 
branches without the help of a knife ; fome people employ the twigs for rods* 

* Hirundo. cauda aculeatS. Americana . i^atefb. Carol, vpl. iii. t. 8* 

f tfirundo purpurea. Nat. Hift. of Carol, vol/ i. t. 5 1 . 
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’^bread for the inhalxtants, though it turns out to greater advantage in foine years 
It does in others. A veneralile feptuagenary Swede, called Aoke Helm, aflured me, 
that in his time noabfolutely barren crop had been met with, but that the people "had 
always had pretty plentiful crops. It is likewife to be oblerved, that the people eat 
their bread of maize, rye, or wheat, <juite pure and free from the inferior kinds of com, 

' and clear of hulks, ftalks, or other impurities. > Many aged Swedes and Engliflimen 
confirmed this account, and faid, that they could not remember any crop fo bad as to 
make the people fuifer in the leafi, much lefs that any body was ftarvcd, 4 o death, whilfi: 
they were in j^pferica. Sometimes the price of com rofe higher in one year than^ in 
another, on account of a great drought or bad weather, but fiill there was always com 
fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants. Nor is it likely that any great' famine 
can happen in this country, unlefs it pleafe God to ailli£t it with extraordinary punifh* 
ments. The weather is well known, from more than fixty years experience. Here are 
no cold nights which hurt the germ ; the ^et is of fliort continuance, and the drought 
is feldom or never of long duration ; but the chief thing is the great variety of corn. 
The people fow the different kinds at different times and feafons, and though one crop 
turn out bad, yet another fucceeds. The fummer is fo long, that of fome fpedes of 
com they may get three crops. There is hardly a month from May to Oftober or 
November inclufive, in which the people do not reap fome kind of com, or gather 
fome fort of fruit. It would indeed be a very great misfortune if a bad crop fhould 
happen for here, as in many other places, they lay up no ftores, and are contented 
that there is plenty of food for the prefent exigencies. 

The peach-trees were now every where in bloffom j their leaves were not yet come 
out of the buds, and therefore the flowers fhewed to greater advantage ; their beauti- 
ful pale red colour had a very fine cHed ; and they fat fo clofe that the branches were 
entirely clad with them. The other fruit trees were not yet in flower j however, the 
apple bloilbm^ began to appear. 

The Englilh and the Swedes of America, give the name of currants * to a ihrub 
which grows in wet ground, and near fwamps, and which was now in blofibm ; its 
flowers are white, have a very agreeable fragancy, and grow in oblong bunches ; the 
fruit is very good eating, when it is ripe j the ftyle (ftylus) is thread-fhaped (fili- 
formis), and‘fhorter than the (lamina ; it is divided in the middle, into five parts, or 
ftigmata. Dr. Linneeus calls it crataegus f, and Dr. Gronovius calls it a mefpilus 

April 2 2d. The Swedes give the name of whipperiwill, and the EnglUh that of whip- 
pomT'will, to a kind of noflumal bird, whofe voice is heard in North America, almofl 
throughout the whole night. Cateiby and Edwards both have deferibed and figured 
it §. Dr. Linnaeus calls it a varietur of the caprimulgus Eurojpseus, or gpat-fueker : its- 
iliape, colour, fize, and other qualities make it diflicult to diuingiiifb t^m from each 
ether ; but the peculiar note of the American one dillingulfhes it from the European 

* It nnft be affcfuUy diftinguiflicd from what is called currants ia England, wluch .it the ribet 
robrum. F. 

f Crattegus tomentofa, Linn. Spec. pi. p. 682. 

^ Mefpilus inerm^ foliis ovato.obIungis, ferratis, fubtus tomentofis. GronuT. FL Virgin. 5,5. 

I C!aj>rimu 1 gua minor Americanus. Cate/b- Nat. Hift. of Carolina, voUiU. 1. 16. Edwards’s, Nat. 

Birds, tidj;. 

one. 


*rh»daijr 1 in flower, for firid time this 

''' year : tK^4<iD^l8«y:!jdm l^er than that in Sweden ; but it feems to1)e fweet 
. end agf^Ue. 

. The annual harveft, I am told, is always of fuch a nature, that'it aflbrds pleiitr of 
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one, and from all oth^r tdrds : it is not found here during winter^ but returns with the 
beginning of fummer. I heard it to-day, for the firft time, and matLy* other people liuidi, ** 
that they had not heard it before this fummer ; its Englilh and Swedifli namels taken 
from its note ; but, accurately fpeaking, it does not call whipperiwill, nor whip-poot'^ 
will, but rather whipperiwip, fo that the firft and laft fyllables are accented, and the 
intermediate ones but llightly pronounced. The Englifh change, the call of this bird 
into whip-poor-will, that it may have fome kind of fignification : it is neither heard nor 
feen in day-time ; but foon after fun-fet it begins to call, and continues for a good 
f H^hile, as the cuckoo does in Europe. After it has continued calling in a place for 
fome time, it removes to another, and begins again : it ufually comes feveral times in 
a ni^ht, and fettles clofe to the houfes ; 1 have feen it coming late in the evening, and 
fettling on the fteps of the houfe in order to ling its fong ; it is very Ihy, and when a 
perfon ftood ftill, it would fettle clofe by him, and begin to call. It came to the houfes 
*in order to get its food, which confifts of infefts ; and thofe always abound near the 
houfes at night ; when it fat and called its whipperiwhip, and faw an infed palling, it 
flew up and caught it, and fettled again. Sometimes you hear four or five, or more, 
near each other, calling as it were for a wager, and railing a great noife in the woods. 
They were feldoni heard in towns, being cither extirpated there, or frightened away, 
by frequent fliooting. They do not like to fit on trees, but are commonly on the 
ground, or very low in bullies, or on the low'er poles of the icnclofurcs ; they always fly 
near the ground ; they continue their calling at night till it grows quite dark ; they 
are lilent till the dawn of day comes on, and then they cal! till the fun rifes. The fun 
feems to flop their mouths, or dazzle their' eyes, fo as to make them fit ftill. I have 
never heard them call in the midft of night, though 1 have hearkened very attentively 
on purpofe to hear it, and many others have done the fafne. I am told they make no 
neft, but lay two eggs in the open fields. My fervant Ihot at one which fat on a bulh 
near the houfe, and though he did not hit it, yet it fell down through fear, and lay for 
fome time as if dead, but recovered afterwards. It never attempted to bile when it was 
held in the hands, only endeavouring to get loofe by llirring itfelf about. Above, and 
clofe under the eyes, were feveral black, long, and ftiff" briftles, as in other nofturnal 
birds. The Europeans eat it. Mr. Catefby lays, the Indians affirm, that they never 
Jpw thefe birds, or heard of them, before a certain great battle, in which the Europeans 
killed a great number of Indians. Therefore, they fuppofe that thefe birds, which are 
reftlcfs, and utter their plaintive note at night, are the fouls of their anceftors who died 
in battle. 

* April 24th. To-day the cherry-trees began to fliow their bloflbms j they had already 
pretty large leaves. 

The apple-trees likewife began to bloflbm ; however, the cherry-trees were* more 
forward : they likewife got a grecnilli hue from their leaves. 

The mulberry-trees * were yet quite naked ; and I was forry to find that this tree is 
one of the lateft in getting leaves, and one of the firft which gets fruit. 

i^ril 26th. This morning I travelled to Penn’s Neck. The tulip-trees, efpecially 
the tall ones, looked quite green, being covered with thdr leaves j this tree is there- 
fore one of the earlieft which get leaves. 

To-day I faw the flowers of the faffafras-tree, (laurus faifafras.) The leaves were 
not yet come out. The flowers have a fine fmell. 

The lupinus perennis is abundant in the woods, and grows equally in good foil and 


* Morus rubra. 


in 
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ta poor. I of(m ibimd it thrivin|; on ve^ poor Tandy fields, and on heaths, where on 
other plants will grow. Its flowers, which commonly appear in the middle of Maiy, 
iiialfp a fine fliew by their purple hue. I was told, that the cattle eat thefe flowers 
very gt^ily ; but I was forry to find very often that they were not fo fond of it as it 
is r^refented, efpecially when they had any thing elfe to eat ; and they feldom touched 
it, notwithftanding its fine green colour, and its foftnefs : the horfes eat the flowers, 
but leave the ftalks and leaves. If the cattle eat this plant in fpring, necefllty and 
hunger give it a relilh. This country does not afford any green paftures like the Swedifh 
ones ; the woods are the places where the cattle mijft collcdh their food. The ground 
in the woods is chiefly flat, or with very little rifings. The trees ftand far afiindcr ; 
but the ground between them is not covered with green lads ; for there are but few 
kinds of grades in the woods, and they ftand Angle and fcattered. The foil is very 
loofc, partly owing to the dead leaves which cover the ground during a great part of 
the year. Thus the cattle find very little grafs in the woods, and are forced to be fatif- 
fied with all kinds of plants which come in their way, whether they be good or bad 
food. I faw for fome time this fpring, that the cattle bit off the tops and fhoots of young 
trees, and fed upon them ; for no plants were yet come up, and they ftand in general 
but very thin, and fcattered here and there, as I have juft mentioned. Hence you may 
eafily imagine that hunger compels the cattle to eat plants, which they would not touch 
were they better provided for.’ However, I am of opinion, that it would be worth 
while to make ufe of this lupine to mend dry Tandy heaths,,and, I believe, it would not 
be abfolulely impollible to find out the means of making it agreeable to the cattle. 

The oaks here have fimilar qualities with the European ones. They keep their 
dead leaves aluioft during the whole winter, and are very backtrard in getting frelh 
ones ; they had no leaves as yet, and were but juft beginning to Ihew a few. 

The humming-bird, which the Swedes callking’s-bird*, and which I have mentioned 
in a former volume, appeared hereabouts to-day, for the firft time this fpring. 

Numbers of oil beetles, (Meloc Profcarabocus) fat on the leaves of white hellebore 
(Veratrum album} and feafted on them. I confjdered them a great while, and they 
devoured a leaf in a few minutes. Some of them liad already eaten fo much that they 
could hardly creep. Thus this plant, which is almoft certain death to other animals, is 
their dainty food. 

The fire-flies appeared at night, for the firft time this year, and flew about between 
the trees, in the woods. It feemed, in the dark, as if fparks of fire flew up and down. 
I will give a inofe particular account of them in another place. 

Towards night I went to Raccoon. 

May I ft. The laft night was fo cold, that the ground at fun-rifing was as white as 
fnow, from the hoary-froft. The Swedifti thermometer was a degree and a half below 
the freezing point. We obferved no ice in the rivers or waters of any depth ; but upon 
fuch only as were about three inches deep, the ice lay to the thic^efs of one third 
part of a line f. The evening before, the wind was fouth, but the night was calm. 
I'he apple-trees and cherry-trees were in full bloffom. ITie peach-trees were almoft 
out of flower. Moft of the foreft-trees had already got new and tender leaves, and 
moft of them were in flower, as almoft all kinds of oaks, the dog-wood, (Cornus Flori. 
da), hiccory, wild prunes, faffafras, hom-bcam, beeches, &c. 

'The plants which were found damaged by the froft, were the following, i. The 
hiccory. Moft of the young trees of this kind had their leaves lulled by the froft, fo 


t The tenth part of an inch. 
4 B 
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that they looked quite black In the afternoon ; the leaves were confumed by froft evcrv 
where in the fields, near the marfhes, and in the woods. 2. The black oak. Several 
of thefe trees had their leaves damaged by the froft. 3. The white oak. Some very 
young trees of this kind had loft their leaves by the froft. 4. The bloflbms of the 
cherry trees were hurt in feveral places. 5. 'fhe flowers of the Englifli walnut-tree 
were aitirely fpoiled by the froft. 6. The rhus glabra. Some of thefe trees had al- 
ready got leaves, and they were killed by the cold. 7. 'I'hc rhus radicans ; the tender 
young trees of this kind fiiffered from the froft, and bad their leaves partly killed. 

8. The thalidlra, or meadow rues, had both their flowers and leaves hurt by the froft. 

9. The podophyllum peltatum. Of this plant there was not above one in five hundred 
hurt by the froft. i o. I'he ferns. A number of them, which were lately come up, 
were deftroyed. I mull add feveral plants which were likewife hurt, but which I could 
not dillinguilh, on account of their fmallnefs. 

1 went to feveral places this day. 

The bartfia coccinea grew in great abundance on feveral low meadows. Its flower^- 
buds were already tinged with their precious fcarlet, and adorned the meadows. It is 
not yet applied to any ufe, but that of delighting the fight. 

One of the Swedes here had planted an Engliflj walnut-tree (Juglans regia) in his 
garden, and it was now about three yards high ; it was in full blolTom, and had already 
great leaves, whereas the black walnut-trees, which grow Ipontancoufly in every j>art of 
this country, had not yet any leaves, or flowers. The laft night’s froft had killed all 
the leaves of the European kind. Dr. Eranklin told me afterwards, tiiat there had beeti 
fome Englilh walnut-trees in Philadelphia, which cfime on very well ; but that they were 
lulled by the froft. 

I looked about me for the trees which had not yet got frclh leaves, and 1 found tha^ 
following ones : 

Juglans nigra, or the black walnut-tree, 

Fraxinus excelfior, or the afli. 

Acer Negundo, called the white afli here. 

Nyfla aquaiica, the tupelo-tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, or the perfimon. 

Vitis laijrufca, or the fox-grapes ; and 

Rhus glabra, or the fumach. 

The trees whofe leaves were coming out, were the Ibllowing:. 

Morus rubra, the mulberry-tree. 

Fagus Caftanea, the chefnut-tree. 

Plaianus occidentalis, or the waier-becchv 

Laurus faffafras, the faiTafras-tree. 

Juglans alba, the hiccory. Some trees of this kind had already large leaves, but 
others had none at all •, the fame difference, 1 believe, exifts likewife among the other 
Ipecies of hiccory. 

The Virginian cherry-tree grows here and there, in the woods and glades : its leaves 
were already pretty large ; but the flowers were not yet entirely open. 

The faflafras-tree was now every where in flower j but its leaves were not yet quite 
dirdufed. 

The Liquidambar ftyraciflua or fweet gum-tree, grows in the woods, efpecially in 
wet loft, iff and near purling rivulets : its leaves were now already fprouting out at its 
mmmit. Ihis tree grows to a great thicknefs, and its height rivals that of the talleft 
firs and oaks ; as it grows higher, the lower branches die and drop, and leave the Hem 

« at 
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^ laft quite fmooth and ftrait, with a great crown at the very fummit ; the feeds are 
contained in round, dentated cones, which drop in autumn ; and as the tree is very 
tall, fo the high winds carry the feeds away to a great diltance. I have already given 
an account of the ufe of this tree in the firft volume, to which I muft add the following 
account. 

The wood can be made very fmooth, becaufe its veins are extremely fine; but it is 
not hard ; you can carve letters on it with a knife, which will feem to be engraved. 
Mr. Lewis Evans told me, from his own experience, that no wood in this country was 
more fit for making moulds for rafting bral's in, than this. 1 enquired of Mr. Bartrara, 
“ Whether he had found the rolin on this free, which is fo much praifed in phyfic?” 
He told me, “ 'J'hat a very odoriferous rofin always Hows out of any cut or wound, 
which is made in the tree ; but that the quantity here was too inconfiderable to recom- 
penfe the labour of collcding if.” I'his odoriferous rofin or gum firft gave rife to the 
Englifh name. The further you go to the foutb, the greater quantity ot gum docs the 
tree yield, lb that it is cafy to colled it. Mr. Bartratn was of opinion, that this tree was 
properly calculated lor the climate of Carolina, and that it was brought by fevcral ways 
•lb far nortli as Now In the fouthem countries the heat of l|je fun fills the tree 

with gum, but in the not thorn ones it does not. 

May 2 iid. 'I’iiis morning 1 travelled down to Salem, in order to fee the 
country. 

'1 he falfafVas-treo ftood fingle in the woods, and along the fences, round the fields : 
it was now diftiuguilliablc at a diltance for its fine Howers, ’which being now quite open, 
made it look quite yellow. The let^vcs were not yet come out. 

In fomc meadows the grafs w'as already^grown up pretty high : but it is to be ob- 
ferved, that thefe meadows werc’marlhy, and that no cattle had been on them this year. 
Thefe meadows are mown twice a year, viz. in May, and the end of Auguft, or be- 
ginning of September, old ftylc. I faw fome meadows ol' this kind to-day, in which I 
faw' grals which was now almoft fit to be mown j and many meadows in Sweden have 
not fuch grafs at the proper time of mowing, as thefe had now j thefe meadows lay in 
inarflu'S and vallies, where the fun had very great power ; the grafs confifted merely 
of cyprus-grafs or carex. The wild prunc-trecs were now every where in flower j 
they grow here and there in the woods, but commonly near marflics and in wet ground : 
they are diftinguilhabic by their white flowers : the fruit when ripe is eatable. 

I’hc cornus florida, or dogwood, grows in the forefts, on hills, on plains, in vallies, 
in marflies, and. near rivulets. 1 cannot therefore fay which is its native foil ; however, 
it feems that in a low but not a wet foil it fucceeds beft ; it was now adorned with its 
great fnowy involucra, which render it confpicuous even at a diftance. At this time it 
is a plcafure to travel through the woods, fo much are they beautified by the bloflbms 
of this tree. The flowers which arc within the involucra began to open to-day. The 
tree does not grow to any confiderable height or thicknefs, but is about the fize of our 
mountain alli (Sorbus aucuparia). There are three fpecies of this tree in the woods ; 
one with great white involucra, another with fmall white ones, and a third with reddilh 
ones. 

The woods were now full of birds : I faw the leffer fpecies every where hopping on 
the ground, or creeping in bufhes, without any great degree of Ihinefs ; it is therwore 

S eafy for all kind of fnakes to approach and bite them. I believe that the rattle- 
c has nothing to do but to lie ftill, and without waiting long, fomc little bird or other 
will pafs by or run directly upon her, giving her an opportunity of catching it, withput 
any enchantment. 

Salem 
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Salem is a little trading town, fituated at fome diftance from the river Delaware. 
The houfes do not (land far afundcr, and are partly ftone, and partly wood. A rivulet 
palTes by the town, and falls into the Delaware. The inhabitants live by their feveral 
trades as well as they can. In the neighbourhood of Salem arc fome very low and 
fwanjpy meadows ; and therefore it is reckoned a very unwholefome place. £xpe> 
rience has fhewn, that thofe who came hither from other places to Tcttle, got a very 
pale and fickly look, though th(?y arrived in perfect health, and with a very lively co» 
lour. The town is very cafily diltinguifhed about this time, by the difagreeablc (tench 
which ariles from the fwamps. 'I'he vapours of the putrid water are carried to thofe 
inhabitants which live next to the marflies j and enter the body along with the air, and 
through the pores, and thus are hurtful to health. At the end of every fummer, the 
intermitting fevers are very frequent. I knew a young couple, who came along with 
me from England to America : foon after their arrival at Philadelphia, they went to 
Salem, in perfect health ; but a few weeks after they fell fick, and before the winter 
was half over they were borli dead. 

Many of the inhabitants plant laffron ; but it is not fo good and fo ftrong as the 
Englifh and French falfron. Perhaps it grows better by being laid up for fome years, 
as tobacco docs. 

The gofl'ypium hcrbaccum, or cotton plant, is an annual plant ; and feveral of the 
inhabitants of Salem had began to fow it. Some had the feeds from Carolina, where 
they have great plantations of cotton ; but others got it out of fome cotton which they 
had bought. They faid, it was dillicult at firft to get ripe feeds from the plants 
which were fown here ; for the fummer in Ctu'oHna, from whence their firlt feed 
came, is both longer and hotter than it is here. But alter the plants have been more 
ufed to the climate, and baltened more than they were formerly, the feeds are ripe in 
due time. 

At night T returned to R.iccoon. 

May 4th. Crab trees are a fpccics of wild apple trees, wliich grow in the woods 
and glades, but cfpccially on little hillocks near rivers *. In New Jerfey the tree is 
rather fcarce ; but in Penfylvania is plentiful. Some people had planted .a fiiigle tree 
of this kind near their farms, on account of the fine fmells which its flowers afford. 
It had begun to open fome of its flowers about a day or two ago ; however, moll of 
them were not yet open. They are exaftly like the bloflbms of the common apple 
trees, except that the colour is a little more reddifli in the cr,ab trees j though fome 
kinds of the cultivated trees have flowers which are very near as red.: but the fniell 
dilkinguifhcs them plainly ; for the wild trees have a very pleafant fmell, fomewhat like 
the rafp-berry. The apples, or crabs, are fmall, four, and unfit for any thing but to 
make vinegar of. They lie under the trees all the winter, and acquire a yellow colour. 
They fcldofti begin to rot before fpring comes on. 

I cannot omit an obfervaiion here. The crab-trees opened their flowers only yefter- 
day and to-day ; whereas the cultivated apple-trees, which were brought from Europe, 
had already loft their flowers. The wild cherry-trees did not flower before the i ath of 
May : on the other hand, the cultivated or European ones, had already opened their 
bloftoms on the 24th of April. The black walnut-trees of this country had neither 
leaves nor flowers, when the European kind has large leaves and bloflbms. From 
hence it appears that trees brought over from Europe, of the fame kind with the wild 
trees of America, flower much fooner than the latter. I cannot fay vrhat is the reafon 

f: 
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of this forwardnefs of the European trees in this country, unlefs they bring forth their 
bloflbms as foon as they get a certain degree of warmth, which they have in their 
native country. It feems the European trees do not expeft, after a confiderable dewee 
of warmth, any fuch cold nights as will kill their flowers ; for, in the cold countries 
there feldom happen any hot days fucceedod by fuch cold nights as will hurt the 
flowers confulerably. On the contrary, the wild trees in this country are direded by 
experience, (if I may fa fpcak) not to trufi to the firfl warmth ; but they wait for a 
greater hear, when they are already fafe from cold niglits. I’herefore, it happens 
often that the flowers of the European trees are killed by the frofts here ; but the native 
trees are feldom hurt, though they be of the fame kind with the European ones. This 
is a manifcfl; proof of the wifdom of the Creator. 

May 5 th. Early this morning I went to Rapaapo, which is a great village, whofc 
farms lay all fcartercd. It was inliabltctl merely by Swedes, and not a fingle Englifli- » 
man, or people of any other nation lived in it : therefore they have preferved their native 
Sweclifh tongue, and mixed but few Englifli words with it. Tlie intention of my 
journey was partly to fee the place, and to colleci plants and other natural curiofities 
there ; and partly to find the places where the white cedar, or cuprefTus thyoides, 
grows. 

The May flowers, as the. Swedes call them, were plentiful in the woods wherever I 
went to-day ; efpecially on a dry foil, or one that is fomewhat moi/h I’he Swedes 
have given them this name bccaufc they arc in full blaflbm in May. Some of the 
Swedes and the Dutch call them pinxtcr-blocm, (Whitfunday flowers), as they really 
arc in bloflbm about AVhitfuntidci The Englifli call them wild honeyfuckles ; and at 
a diftance they have fome fimilarity to the honeyfuckle or loniccra. Dr. Linnaeus, and 
other botanirts, call it an azalea *. Its flowers were now open, and added a new 
ornament to the woods, being little inferior to the flowers of the honeyfuckle and 
hedyfarum. They fit in a circle round the flem’s extrcniiry, and have cither a dark 
red or a lively red colour ; but, by ftanding for fome time, the fun bleaches them, 
and at laft they get a whitifli hue. 1 know not why Colden calls them yellow f. The 
height of the bufh is not always alike. Some were as tall as a full grown man, and 
taller ; others were but low, and fome were not above a palm from'the ground ; yet 
they were all full of flowers. The people have not yet found that this plant may be 
applied to any ufe ; they only gather the flowers, and put them in pots, bccaufe, they 
are very flicwy. 'I’hey have fome fmeil ; but 1 cannot fay it is very pleafant. 
However, the beauty of the colour entitles them to a place in every flower-garden. 

To-day I faw the firfl: ear of this year’s rye. In Sweden, rye begias to fliew its cars 
about.Ericmas, that is about the 1 8 th of May, old llile J. But in New Sweden, the 
people faid, they always faw the cars of rye in April, old ftilc j whether the fpring begins 
late or early. However, in fome years the ears come early, and in others late in April. 
This fpring was reckoned one of the late ones. 

Bullfrogs 11 are a large fpecies of frogs which I had an opporfuhity of hearing and 
feeing to-day. As I was riding out, 1 heard a rearing before me ; and I thought it 
was a bull in the buflies, on the other fide of the dyke, though the found was rather 
more hoarfc than that of a bull. 1 was, however, afraid that a bad goring bull might 

* Azalea nudiflon. Linn. Spec. Plant, p. 214. Azalea ramis infra flores ntidia. Gron. VIrg, 21. 

Azalea ere&a, foUia oTatis. iutegris, ahetnia, flow luteo, pilofo, przcoci. Cold, Lbkr. ae, 

% Accoidingly about the 29th of May, new ftile. ' . 

i Rana boana. Linn. Syft. L p- 358- Raiia maxima, Americana, aquatica. CatcA). Carol. II. 72- 
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be near me, though I did not fee him, and I continued to think fo till fome nonrs 
after, when I talked with fome Swedes about the bullfrogs, and, by their account, 1 
immediately found that 1 had heard their voice ; for the Swedes told me, that there 
were numbers of them in the dyke. I afterwards hunted for them. Of all the frogs 
in this country, this is doubtlefs the greatcfl. I am told that towards autumn, as foon 
as the air begins to grow a little cool, they hide themfelves under the mud, which lies 
at the bottom of ponds and ftagnant waters, and lie there torpid during winter. As 
foon as the weather grows mild, towards fummer, they begin to get out of their holes 
and croak. If the fpring, that is, if; ho mild weather begins early, they appear about 
the end of March, old flilc ; but if it happens late, they tarry under water rill late in 
April. I'heir places of abode are ponds and bogs with ftagnant water ; they arc never 
in any flowing water. Whett many of them croak together, they make an enormous noife. 
.Their croak exadfly refemblcsthc roaring of an ox or bull which is fbmewhat hoarfe. 
They croak fo loud, that two people talking by the fide of a pond cannot underftand 
each other. They croak all together ; then flop a little, and begin again. It feems 
as if they had a captain among them : for when he begins to croak, all the others 
follow ; and when he flops, the others arc all filcnt. When this captain gives the 
fignal for flopping, you hear a note like poop coming from him. In day time they 
fcldom make any great noife, iinlcfs the fky is covered. But the night is their croak* 
ing time j and, when all is calm, you may hear them, though you arc near a mile 
and a half oil*. When they croak, they commonly are near the i'urface of the water, 
under the buflies, and have their heads out of the water. Therefore, by going 
flowly, one may get clofe up to them before they go.away. As foon as they are quite 
under water, they think themfelves fafe, though the water be ver) fhallow. 

Sometimes they fit at a good diflancc from the pond, but as foon as they fofpeft any 
danger, they haflen with great leaps into the water. I'hey are very expert at hop- 
ping. A full-grown bullfrog takes near three yards at one hop. I have often been 
told the following ftory by the old Swedes, which happened here, at the time when 
the Indians lived with the Swedes. It is well known, that the Indians arc cxcidlent 
runners j I have feen them at Governor Johnfon’s, equal the bcfl horfc in its I’wiftefl 
courfe, and almoft pals by it. Therefore, in order to try how well the bulUfrogs 
A* could leap, fome of the Swedes laid a wager with a young Indian, that he could not 
overtake the frog, provided it had two leaps before hand. They carried a bull- 
frog, which they had caught in a pond, upon a field, and burnt his back-fide ; the 
^fire, and the Indian, who endeavoured to be clofely up with the frog... had fuch an 
effetl upon the animal, that it made its long hops acrols the field as fafl as it could. 
The Indian began to purfuc the frog with all his might at the proper time : the noife 
he made in running frightened the poor frog ; probably it was afraid of being tortured 
with fire again, and therefore it redoubled its leaps, and by that means it reached the 
pond before the Indian could overtake it. 

In fome years they are more numerous than in others : nobody could tell whether 
the fiiakes had ever ventured to cat them, though they cat all the leffcr kinds of frogs. 
The women are no friends to thefe frogs, becaufe they kill and cat young ducklings 
and gollings : fometimes they carry oft' chickens that come too near the ponds. I 
have not obferved that they bite when they arc held in the hands, though they 
have little teeth j when they are beaten, they cry out almofl like children. I. 
was told thaf fome eat the thighs of the hind legs, and that they are very palatable. 

A tree which grows in the fwamps here, and in other parts of America, goes by the 
name of white juniper tree. Its ftem indeed looks like one of our old tall and ftrait 

lo juniper- 
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juniper-trees in Sweden; but the leaves are different, and the wood is white.. The 
Engiilh call it white cedar, becaufe the boards which are made of the wood are like 
thofe made of cedar. But neither of thcfe names are juft, for the tree is of the cjrprefs 
kind *. It always grows in wet ground or fwamps : it is therefore difHcult to come to 
them, bccaufe the ground between the little hillocks is full of water. 'I’he trees ftand 
both on the hillocks and in the water : they grow very clofe together, and have flrait, 
thick, and tall (terns ; but they were greatly reduced in number to what they have 
been before. In fuch places where they are left to grow up, they grow as tall and as 
thick as the tailed fir trees ; they preferve their green leaves both in winter and luinmer j 
the tall ones have no branches on the lower part of the ftem. 

The marlhes whore thefe trees grow are called cedar fwamps. The cedar fwamps 
are numerous in New Jerfey, and likewife in (bine parts of Penfylvania and New 
York. 'J’he mod northerly place, where it has been hitherto found, is near Golhen 
in New York, under forty-one degrees and twenty-five minutes of north latitude, as 1 ' 
am informed by Dr. Cblden. For to the north of Golhen, it has not been found in the 
woods. The w'hitc cedar is one of the trees which refill the mod to jjutrefaftion ; and 
when it is put above ground, it will lad longer than under ground : therefore it is 
emjiloyed for many purpofes ; it makes good fences, and pods wh'ch arc to be put 
into the ground; but in this point, the red cedar is ftill preferable to the white ; it 
likewife makes good canoeS. I’he young trees aiv employed for hoofis round barrels, 
tuns, &c., becaufe they are thin and pliable; the thick and tall trees afford timber and 
w-ood for cooper’s work. The houfes which are built of it furpafs, in duration, thofe 
which are built of American oak. Many of the houfes in Rapaapo were made of this 
white cedar wood ; but the chief* thing which the white cedar aft'ords is the bed kind 
of (hingles. The white cedar (hingles are preferred to all others for feveral reafons ; 
firft, they are more durable than any others made of American wood, the red cedar 
(hingles excepted ; fecondly, they are very light, fo that no drong beams arc requifitc- 
to fupport the rod. For the liirne reafon it is unneceffary to build thick walls, becaufe 
they arc not prefled by heavy roofs. When fires break out, it is lels dangerous to go 
under or along the roofs, becaulo the fliinglcs being very light can do little hurt by 
falling ; they fuck the water, being fomewhat fpongy, fo that the roofs can cafily be 
wetted in calc of a fire : however, their fatnefs occalions that the w'ater does not hurt 
them, but evapurate.s eafily. When they burn and are carried about by the wind, they 
have commonly what is called a dead coal, which does not eafily fet fire where it 
alights, 'fhe^rods made of thefe fliingles can eafily be cat through, if required, becaufe 
they are thin, and not very hard ; lor thefe qualities the people in the country, and* 
in the towns, are very defirous of having their houfes covered with white cedar 
(hinglbs, if the wood can be got. Therefore all churches, and the houfes of the more 
fubftantial inhabitants of the towns, have (hingle roofs. In many parts of New York 
province, where the white cedar does not grow, the people, however, have their 
houfes roofed with cedar fliingles, which they get from other parts. To that purpofe 
great quantities of (hingles arc annually exported from Eggharbour and other parts of 
New Jerfey, to the town of New York, from whence they are dillributed throughout 
the province. A quantity of white cedar wood is likewife exported every year to the 
Weft Indies, for (hingles, pipc-ftaves, &c. ‘Thus the inhabitants are very bufy here, 
not only to leflen the number of thefe trees, but even to extirpate them entirely. 

* Cupreffus tliyoidts. Linn. Spec. I’l p. 1422. Cypreffus Americana, fruAu litnimo. Milln's 
Card. Diction r.r>% 
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Th^ are here (and in many other places) in regard to wood, bent only upon their 
own prefent advantage, utterly regardlefs of pofterity. By this means many cedar 
fwamps are already quite deftitgte of cedars, having only young Ihoots left } and I 
plainly obfcrved, by counting the circles round the itein, that they do not grow up 
very quickly, but require a great deal of time before they can be cut for timber. It 
is well known that a tree gets only one circle every year ; a ftem, eighteen inches in 
diameter, had one hundred and eight circles round the thicker end : another, feventeen 
inches in diameter, had a hundred and fixteen ; and another, two feet in diameter, 
had one hundred and forty* two circles upon it. Thus near eighty years growth is 
required, before a white cedar railed from feed can be ufed for timber. Among the 
advantages which the white cedar fliingles have over others, the people reckon their 
lightncis. But this good and ufeful quality may in future times turn out very difad- 
vantageous to Philadelphia, and other places where the houfes are roofed with cedar 
Ihingles : for as the roofs made of ihefc Ihinglcs are very light, and bear but a trilling 
weight on the walls, fo the people have made the walls but very thin. 1 meafured the 
thicknefsof the walls of fcveral houfes here, of three llories high (cellar and garret not 
not included), and found moft of them nine inches and a half, and fome ten inches 
thick ; therefore it is by no means furprifing, that violent hurricanes fometimes make 
the brick gable-ends to vibrate apparently, efpccially on fuch houfes as have a very 
open lituation. And fince the cedar trees will foon be wan\ing in this country, and the 
prefent roofs when rotten mu/t be I'upplied with heavier ones of tiles, or of other wood, 
it is more than probable, that' the thin w'alls will not be able to bear fuch an additional 
weight, and will cither break or require to be fupported by props : or clfe the whole 
houfe muft be pulled down and rebuilt with thieJeer wails. 'I’his obfervation has 
already been made by others. Some of the people here' make ufe of the chips of white 
cedar inflead of tea, alluring me that they preferred it in regard to its wholcfomenefs 
to all foreign tea. All the inhabitants here were of opinion, that the water in the cedar 
fwamps is wholefomer than any other drink j it creates a great appetite, which they 
endeavoured to prove by fevc?ral examples. They al’eribed this quality to the water 
itfelf, which is filled with the rofin of the trees, and to the exhalations which came 
from the trees, and can eafily be fmciled. 'I’he people likewil'c thought that the 
^yellowifh colour of the water, which {lands between the cedar trees, was owing to the 
rofin, 'which comes out of the roots of thefc trees. Tltey likewiJ'e all agreed, that this 
water is always very cold in the hottell feafon, which may be partly owing to the con- 
tinual fliade it is in. I knew fcveral people who were refolved to go to thefe cedar 
•fwamps, and ufe the w'aters for the recovery of their appetite. Mr. Bartram planted a 
white cedar in a dry foil, but it could not fucceed there : he then put it into a fwampy 
ground, where it got as it were new' life, and came on very well ; and though' it was 
not taller than a man, yet it was full of cones. Another thing is very remarkable, 
with regard to the propagation of this tree ; Mr. Bartram cut its branches in fpring two 
years fucceflively, and put them into the fwampy foil, where they flruck roots, and 
lucceeded very well. I have feen them myfelf. 

'I’he red juniper-tree is another tree which I have mentioned very frequently in the 
courfe of my account. I'he Swedes have given it the name of red juniper, bei^aufe 
the wood is very red and fine within. 'Wic Englifli call it red cedar, and the French 
cedre rouge. However, the Swedifli name is the moft proper, as the tree belongs to 
the junipers At its firft growth it has a deal of fimilarity to the Swediih juniper 1 , 

* Jiim'pcrus Virgtniana* Lm. Spec. pi. p* 114. 

t Juiiipcrus communis. Linn. Spec. pl*yp. 1470. 
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but after it* is up it gets quite different leaves. THe berry 

that of the Swedifli juniper, in regard to its colour and fliape ; however, :h;’;y ahf nbf, 
fo big, though the red cedar grows very tall. At Raccoon thefe trees It '< .1 
and were not very tall. But at other places I have feen them (landing tc -i;. * in 
clufters'; they like the fame ground as the common Swedifli juniper, efpccialr ■. ihc 
riling banks of rivers, and on other rifing grounds, in a dry, and frt queiitly i: ■ !., ' loi; 
foSl. I have fecn them growing in abundance, as thick and tall as the lalleft h; M-res, 
on poor dry and Tandy heaths. Towards Canada, or in the moft north rly places, 
where I have fecn them, they commonly choofc tlje fteep Tides of the mountains, and 
there they grow promifcuonily with the common juniper. The moft northerly places 
where I have found them wild in the woods, is in (ianada, eighteen French miles to the 
fouthward of the Fort Saint Jean, or St. John, in about 44“ 35'. north latitude. I 
have Hkewife fecn it growing very well in a garden, on the ifland of Magdalene*, be- 
longing to the then governor of Montreal, Monficur le Baron dc Longueil. But it had 
been got at more fouthcrly places, and was tranfplanted here. Of all the woods in this 
country, this is without exception the moft durable, and withftands putrefadion longer 
than any other j it is therefore employed in all fuch cafes where it is moft liable to rot, 
efpecially for all kinds of polls which are to be put into the ground. Some people fay, 
that if an iron be put into the ground along with a pole or cedar, the iron W'ould be 
half corroded by ruft in the fame time that the wood would be rotten. In many places 
both the fences, and the polls belonging to them, are mqde of red cedar. The bell 
canoes, confifting of a linglc piece of wood, are made of red cedar ; for they laft longer 
than any others, and are very light. In New York I have feen pretty large yachts 
built of red cedar. Several yachts which go from New York to Albany, up the river 
Hudfon, are built in a different manner, as I have mentioned in the lirft volume t> In 
Philadelphia they cannot make any yachts or other boats of red cedar, becaufe the 
quantity and the fizc of the trees will not allow of it. For the fame reafon they do not 
roof their houfes with red cedar Ihingles ; but in fuch places where it is plentiful, it 
makes excellent good roofs. The heart of this cedar is of a flne red colour, and what- 
ever is made of it looks very fine, and has a very agreeable and wholefome fmelJ. But 
the colour fades by degrees, or elfe the wood would be exceedingly proper for cabinet 
work. 1 faw a parlour in the country feat of Mr. Norris, one of the members of the 
Penl'ylvanian houfe of affembly, wainfeotted many years ago with boards of red cedar. 
Mr. Norris affured me that the cedar looked exceedingly well in the beginning, but it 
was quite faded,when I faw it, and the boards looked very fliabby, efpecially the boards 
near the window had entirely loft their colour ; fo that Mr. Norris had been obliged to 
put mahogany in their ftead : however, I was told, that the wood will keep its colour 
if A thin Varnifli is put upon it whilft it is frefh, and juft after it has been planed, and if 
care is taken that the wood is not afterwards rubbed or hurt. At Iea(t it makes the 
wood keep its colour much longer than commonly. Since it has a very pleafant fmell 
when frefti, fome people put the fliavings and chips of it among their Knen to fccure it 
againft being worm-eaten. Some Hkewife get bureaus, &c. made of red cedar, with 
the fame view. But it is only ufeful for this purpofe as long as it is frcfli, for it lofes 
its fmell after fome time, and is then no longer good for keeping off infefts. It isfome- 
times fent to England, as timber, and fells very well. In many places round Philadelphia, 

* An ifland in the river St. Lawrence, clofe by the town of Montreal in Canada. A 

f The lower part of the yachts, which is continually under water, is made of black ftaK ; the uppri 
part is built of red cedar, becaufc it is fometimes above and fometimes in the water. 

yoL. xni. ^ 4 c in 
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in the feats of the gentry, there was commonly an avenue, with a row of thcfe trees 
planted on both Tides, leading from the high road to the houfe. The lower branches 
were cut, and only a fine crown left. In winter, when moft other trees have loft their 
leaves, this looks very fine. This tree has likewife a very flow growth ; Tor a ftcra, 
thirteen inches and a quarter in diameter, had one hundred and eighty-eight rings, or 
annual circles ; and another, eighteen inches in diameter, had at leaft two hundred and 
fifty, for a great number of the rings were fo fine that they could not be counted. 
This tree is propagated in the fame manner as the common juuiper-trcc is in Sweden, 
viz. chiefly by birds, which cat the berries and emit the feeds entire. 

In the evening I returned 10 Raccoon. 

May 6 th. The mulberry-trees (morus rubra) about this time began to blofloni, 
but their leaves were yet very finall. The people divided them into male and female 
trees or flowers ; and fai J that thofe wliich never bore any iniit were males, and thofe 
which did, females. 

Smilas laurifolia was fnperabundant in all the fwainps near this place. Its 
leaves were now beginning to come out, for it flieds them all every winter; it 
.climbs up along trees and llirubs, and runs acrof; from one tree or bufh to aufiiher : 
by this means it (huts up the palfage between the trees, fiflcning iifelf everywhere with 
its cirrhi or tendrils, and even on people, fo it is with the ulrnoft difficulty one innft 
force a paffage in the fwainps and woods, wlicre it is jilenliful ; the ftalk towards the 
bottom is full of Kmg fpiues, which are as ftrong as thefpincs ol a rore-bufli, and catch 
hold of the clothes, and tear them ; this tronblefome plant may Ibmelimes bring you 
into imminent danger, when botanizing or going, into the woods, for, not to mentiou 
that the cloaths nmft be abiblutcly ruined by its numberiefs Ipines, it occafions a deep 
fliade in the w’oods, by crofling from tree to tree lb often ; this forces you to floop, and 
even to creep on all fours through the little paflages which are lef t dole to the ground, 
and then yon cannot be careful enough to prevent a fnake (of which there are numbers 
here) from darting into your face. The ftalk of the plant has the fame colour as the 
y'oung rolt’-bufhes. It is quite green an<l fiuooth between the fpines ; fo iliat a ftranger 
would take it to be a kind of thorn-bufh, in winter, when it is deftitute of leaves. 

May Stii. The trees hereabouts were now Hocked with innumerable caterpillars ; 
one kind elpecially was obfcrvable, which is worfe than all the others. They immedi- 
ately fonncil ^reat white webs, lictw'etai the brandies of the trees, lb that they w'eri' 
perceptible, even at a diitance ; in each of tliefe webs were tlioufaruls of caterpillars, 
which crept out of them aflcrw'ards, and fpread chiefly upon the apple-trees. 'Ihey 
confumeJ the leaves, and often left not one on a w'hule brandi. I was told, that foiiie 
years ago tlvey did lb much damage, that the apple-trees and peach-trees liardly bore 
any fruit at all ; bc caufe they had confumed all* the loaves, and expofid rlie naked 
trees to tli<r intenfe heat of the fun, by which means fcveral of the trees died, 'file 
people tookthe following method of killing thefe caterpillars : They fi.'O'd Ibtne (traw 
or flax on a pole, let it on fire, and held it under the web oriiefts ; by wliidi a part was • 
burnt, and a part fell to the ground. However, numbers of the caterpillars crept up 
the trees again, which could have been prevented, if they had been trod upon, or killed 
any other way. I called chickens to I’uch places where they crept on the ground in 
numbers; but they would not cat them. Nor did tho wild birds like them; lor the 
trees were full of thcfe w'cbs, though whole fligitts of little birds had tlieir nefts in the 
gardens aj d orchard.s. 

• May 1 5 ^th. 'Tliough it was already pretty late in May, yet the nights were very dark 
here. About an hour after fun.fct, it was fo dark, that it was impoflible to read in a 

A ' book. 
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'book, though the tjrpe was ever fo large. About ten o’clock, on a clear night, the 
dark was fo much increafed, that it looked like one of the darkeft ftar-light nights in 
autumn, in Sweden. It likewife feemed to me, that though the nights were clear, yet 
the liars did not give fo great a light as they do in Sweden. And as, about this time, 
the nights are commonly dark, and the Iky covered with clouds ; I c(mid compare 
them only to dark and cloudy Swedilh winter nights. It was therefore, at this time of 
the year, very difficult to travel in fuch cloudy nights j for neither man nor horle could 
find their way. The nights, in general, feeni very dilagreeable to me, in comparifon , 
to the light and glorious fummer nights of Swedpn. Ignorance fometimes makes us 
think nightly ol our country. If other countries have their advantages, Sweden is not 
dellitute ol matter to boall of on this head : it likewife has its peculiar advantages ; and 
upon weighing tlie advantages and inconvcnicncies of different places, Sweden will be 
found to be not inferior to any of them. 

I will brielly mention in what poijits I think Sweden is preferable to this part of 
America; and why I prefer Old Sweden to New Sweden. 

Th(,‘ nights are very dark here all the fummer ; and in winter, they are quite as 
<l:irk, il not darker, than the winter nights in Sweden; for here is no kind of aurora 
borealis, and the liars give a very faint light. It is very remarkable if an aurora 
borealis appears once or twice a year. The winters here bring no fnow, to make the 
nights clear, and to make travelling more fafe and cal’y. The cold is, however, fre- 
quently as intenfe as in Old Sweden. 'J'hc fnow which lij^Ils lies only a few days, and 
always goes off with a great deal of wet. The raitle-fnakcs, horned-fnakes, red-bellied, 
green, and other poifonous fnakes.. againll whole bite there is frequently no remedy, 
arc in giaat plenty here. To thel'e I mu(l add the wood-lice, with which the forells 
arc fo peflerccl, that it Is impoffitle to pafs through a bufli without having a whole 
army of thorn on your cloaths, or to fit down, though the place be ever lb plcafant. 
'I'he \v< ather is fo inconllant here, that when a day is moll cxccllivcly hot, the next is 
often feiilihly eoKI. This fudden cltange ol’ten happens in one day : and few people 
can fufi'er thei’e clianges, without impairing their health. I'lic heat in fummer is cx- 
colllve, ami the cold in winttT often very piercing, bur may be guarded againll. But 
when the great heat endures long, there is liardiy any reutedy for it. It has frequently 
happened, that people who walked into the fields, dropped down dead, on account of 
the violence ol tlie heat. Several diilompers prevail licre ; and they incrcafe every 
year. Nobody is left unatlacked by the intermitting fever ; and many people are forced 
to fuffer it evet;y year, together with other difeafes. Poafe cannot be fown, on account 
of the infects which conl’umc them*. There are worms in the grains of rye, and num- 
bers of them arc in the cherry-trees. The caterpillars often cat all the leaves from the 
trees, fd that liny cannot bear fruit 'in that year ; and numbers die every year, both of 
fruit-trees and forcll-trees. The grafs in the meadows is likewife confuined by a kind 
of worms, and other fpecies caufe the plumbs to drop before they arc half ripe, 'fhe 
oak here affords not near fo good timber as the European oak. The ‘hou fes are of no 
long duration. The meadows are poor, and what grafs they have is bad. I'ite paf- 
turc for cattle in the lorefts confilts of fuch plants as they do imt like, and which they 
arc compelled to cat by ncceffity ; for it is diflicult to find a lingle grafs in great forells, 
where rlie trees Hand far afundcr, notvvithllanding the toil is excellent. For this reafim, 
the cattle are forct'd, during almoll the whole winter and part of the fummer, to live 
upon the young Ihoots and branches of trees, which fometimes have no leives: tlure- 
jfore, the cows give very little milk, and decreafe in fize every generation. |The hoijfes 
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are extremely unfit for winter habitations. Hurricanes are firequent, which overthrow 
trees, carry away roofs, and fometimes houfes, and do a great deal of damage. Some of 
thefe inconveniences might be remedied by art ; but others will either admit of no altera* 
tion, or they will at leaft cofi; vafl: trouble. Thus every country has its advantages, and 
its defers : happy is he who can content himfelf with his own. 

The rye grows very ill in moft of the fields, which is chiefly owing to the careleiTnefs 
in agriculture, and to the poomefs of the fields, which arc feldom or never manured. 
After the inhabitants have converted a traff of land into fields, which had been a foreit 
' for many centuries together, and which confequently had a very fine foil, they ufe it as 
fuch, as long as it will bear any coni ; and when it ceafes to bear any, they turn it into 
paftures for the cattle, and take new corn*fields in another place, where a fine foil can 
be met with, and where it has never been made ufe of for this purpofe. 'Ihis kind of 
agriculture will do for fome time ; but it will afterwards have had confequenccs, as 
every one may clearly fee. A few of the inhabitants, however, treated their fields a 
little better : the Englilh in general have carried agriculture to a higher degree of per* 
fe£fion than any other nation. But the depth and riches of the foil, which thofe found 
here who came over from England, (as they were preparing land for ploughing which 
had bceh covered with woods from times immemorial) milled them, and made them 
carelefs hulbandmen. It is well known, that the Indians lived in this country for 
feveral centuries before the Europeans came into it ; but ft is likewife known, that they 
lived chiefly by hunting and filhing, and had hardly any fields. They planted raaisie, 
and fomc fpecies of beans and gourds ; and at the lame time it is certain, that a planta* 
tion of fuch vegetables as ferve an Indian family during one year, take up no more 
ground than a farmer in our country takes to plant cabbage for his family upon ; at 
leaft, a farmer’s cabbage and turnip ground,' taken together, is always as extenfive, if 
not more fo, than the corn-fields and kitchen-gardens of an Indian family. Therefore, 
the Indians could hardly fubfilt for one month upon the produce of their gardens and 
fields. Commonly, the little villages of Indians arc about twelve or eighteen miles dif- 
tant from each other. From hence one may judge how little ground was formerly 
employed for corn-fields ; and the reft was overgrowm with thick and tall trees. And 
though they cleared (as is yet ufual) new ground, as foon as the old had quite loft 
its fertility, yet fuch little pieces as they made ul'e of were very inconfiderable when 
compared to the vaft forefts which remained. I’hus tlie upper fertile foil increafed 
confiderably for ceniuries together ; and the Europeans coming to America found a 
rich and fine foil before them, lying as loofe between the trees as thp beft bed in a 
. garden. They had nothing to do but to cut down the wood, put it up in heaps, and 
to clear the dead leaves away. I'hey could then immediately proceed to ploi^hing, 
which in fuch loofe ground is very eafy ; and having fown their corn, they got*a moft 
plentiful harveft. I'his eafy method of getting a rich crop has fpoiled the Englifh and 
other European inhabitants, and induced them to adopt the fame method of agriculture 
which the Indians.make ufe of ; that is, to fow uncultivated grounds, as long as they 
will produce a crop without manuring, but to turn them into paftures as foon as they 
can bear no more, and to takt; in hand new fpots of ground, covered fince time inune- 
inorial with woods, which have been fpared by the fire or the hatchet ever fince the 
creation. I'his is likewife the reafon why agriculture, and the knowledge of this ufef ul 
branch, is fo imperfeft here, that one can harn nothing in a great tradl of land, neither 
of the Engiifii, nor of the Swedes, Germans, Dutch, and French ; except that, from 
their grofs nfiftakes and careleiTnefs for futurity, one finds opportunities every day of 
making all forts of obfervations, and of growing wife at the expence of other people. 

JS In 
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In a word, the corn-fields, the meadows, the forefts, the cattle, &c. are treated with 
great careleflhefs by the inhabitants. We can hardly be more lavilh of our woods in 
Sweden and Finland than they arc here : their eyes are fixed upon the prefent gain, 
and they are blind to futurity. Every day their cattle are harraffed by labour, and each 
generation dccreafes in goodnefs and fize, by being kept thort of food, as 1 have before 
mentioned. On my travels in this country I obfervcd feveral plants which the horfes 
and cows preferred to all others. They w’ere wild in this country, and likev^ifc grew 
well on the dricll and pooreft ground, where no other plants would fucceed. But the^ 
inhabitants did not know how to turn this to their advantage, owing to the little 
account made of Natural liiftory, that fcience \)cing here (as in other parts of the 
world) looked upon as a mere trifle, and the pafiimc of fools. I am certain, and my 
certainty is founded upon experience, that by mean of thefe giants, in the fpace of a few 
years, I have been able to turn the pooreft ground, which would hardly afl^ijrd food 
for a cow, into the richeft and moft fertile meadow, where great flocks of cattle have ' 
found fuperHuous food, and are grown fat upon. I own, that thefe ufeful plants were 
not to be found on the grounds of every planter ; but with a fmall fhare of natural 
knowledge, a man would cafify colleft them in the places where they were to be got. 

I was aftonifhed, when I heard the country people complaining of the badndfs of the 
pafliuvs; but I likewife perceived their negligence, and often faw excellent plants 
growing on their own grounds, which only required a little more attention and affift- 
ance from tli(?ir unexperienced owners. 1 found every ^ where the wifdom and good- 
nefs of the Creator j but too feldom faw any acknowledgment, or adequate eftimation 
of it, among men. 

O fortunatOB niniium f^a II bona norint 

Agrteolas ! Vine. Gcorgic. 

I have been led to thefe refleefions, which may perhaps feem foreign to my purpofe, 
by the bad and ncglccfed (late of agriculture in every part of this continent. I like- 
wife ijttcndod to Ihcw the rt iifon why this journal is fo thinly flocked with economical 
advantages in the feveral branches of hufbandry. I do not however deny that 1 have 
fometitnes found one or two ikilful occonomifts, but they were very fcarce. 

Birds of prey whi< h purfuct the poultry are found in abundance here, and if pollible 
more plentiful than in Sweden. I’hey enjoy great liberty here, as there are ftill great 
forefts in many places, from whence they can come unawares upon chickens and 
ducks. 'I ’o the birds of prey it is quite indilTcrcnt whether the woods confift of good or 
bad trees, prcjvided they are in fhade. At night the owls, which are very numerous, 
endanger the fafety of the tame fowls. They live chiefly in marlhes, give a difagree- * 
able flirick at night, and attack the chickens, which commonly rooft at night i» the 
apple-trccs, pt ach-irees, and cherry-trees, in the garden. But fince they are very bufy 
in clearing this country of woods, as we are in Sweden and Finland, it may be of ufe 
for expofing the birds of prey, more than they are now, and for depriving them of the 
opportunities of doing inilebief with fo much cafe. 

The thick forefts of America contain numbers of flags ; they do not feem to be a 
difl'erent fpecies from the European flags. An Engliihman was pofleflTed of a tame 
hind. It is obfcrvablo that though thefe creatures are very fliy when wild in the woods 
and cedar fwainps, which are very much frequented by them, yet they can be tamed 
to fuch a degree, if taken your.g, that they will come of their own accord to feek for 
food. This hind was caught when it was but very little j the colour of thi whole body 
was a dirty rcddifli brown, the belly and the under fide of the tail excited, wAich 
were while ; the cars were grey j the head, towards the fnout, w'as very «an-ow j but 
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upon the whole the creature looked very fine. The hair lay clofe together, and w'jto 
quite (hort ; the tail reached almoft to the bend of the knee, near which, on the infide 
of each hind-foot, was a knob or callus. The pofleffor of the hind faid that he had 
tamed feveral flags, by catching them whilft they were very young. It was now big 
with young ones. It had a little bell hung about its neck, that by walking in the 
woods, the people might know it to be tame, and take care not to fhoot it. It was at 
liberty to go where it pleafed, and to keep it confined would have been a pretty hard 
taflc, as it could leap over the higheft cnclofures. Sometimes it went far into the 
woods, and freqiionlly Itaid intay a night or two, but afterwards returned home like 
other cattle. When it went into the woods, it w^as oftin accompanied by wild flags, 
and decoyed them even into the very houfes, cfpecially in rutting time, giving its maflor 
numerous oppori unities of fhooling the wild flags, almoll at his door. It.s fce’)i was 
excellent, and when it was turned towards the wind, I often law it rifing anti looking 
towaitLs tivat part, though I did not fee any people on the road, but t!u:y commonly 
appeared about att hour after. As loon as the wild Hags have the feeut. ol a tnan, 
they make oJ'. Iti winter the man fed the hind with corn and hay ; but. in fumiuer it 
went out imo tli woods and meadows, feeking its ojvn food, caring lioth grafs and 
other plants : it was now kept in a meadow ; it did chiefly eat clover, the leaves of 
hiccory, of the aiidromeda, paniculata, and the geranium maculaiuin. It was likt'wife 
contented with tlie leaves of the common platuane, or pla'uiago, gralTes, and feveral 
other plains. The pollelfor of tiiis hind fold flags to people in I’iiiladelphia, who fent 
them as cuviofitics to other places. He got twenty-five, thirty, tuid forty Ihillings 
a-picce for them. In the long and feverc winter, \yhich commenced here upon the 
tenth of Decctnbcr 1740, anti continued to the thirteenth of March, old flylo, during 
the courfe of w’liich there fell .1 great quantity of fnow', the flags w^rc found dead in 
the fnow’, but chiefly higlicr up the country, where the fnow was deeper. Nobody 
could determine whether their death w'as the confequetice of the great qutmtity and 
depth of fnow, which hindered their getting out, or whether the frofl had been too 
levere, and oi too long duration, or w'hetlitr they were fhort of food. The old people 
likewile relate that vafl number;; of fl;tgs came down in the year 1705, whim there 
was a heavy fall of fnow, near a yard dix’p, and that they were aiterwards found dead 
m the woods, in great imnibers, becaufe the fiiow wms tle.per tliaii they could pafs 
through. Nutnbers of birds were likewile found dead at that time. \n that liuue win- 
ter a flag came to Maifong into the flables, and (.‘at hay togctli er with live cattle. It 
was Id pinched by hung(.T that it grew tame iminediately, and did not run away from 
‘people. It aftervvard.s' continued in the houfe, as another tame creature. All aged 
periitns afierted, that formerly this country abounded more with iVags than it does at 
prefent. It W'as formerly not uncommon to fee thiriy or forty of them in a flock 
together. Tlie r(?afon of their decrcafe is chiefly owing to the increafe of population, 
the deflrudion of the woods, and the number of people who kill and frighten the flags 
at prefent. However, high up in the country, in great forc.fls and defart.s, there are 
yet great numbers of them. Among their enemies is the lynx of this country, which 
is the fame with the Sweaifli on(i*. 'I'hey climb up the trees, and when the flags pafs 
by, they dart down upon him, get fafl hold, bite, and fuck the blood, and never give 
over till they have killed it. 


* Wi.igli) ; jynx Liiiii. Tlic Swcilcs mention two kinds of lynx ; the one is called the wr.rjrlo* 
or woit-ly ;iJ.. ai’6 the other the kattlo, ot cat-Iyiix. The Germans make the fame diRinr'iiun, and call the 
fcjrinfr woIMucBs, and the latter katz-luchs: the former is thebig^ell, of a brownifli red, rriised with grey 
and white on its.back, and white towatds the belly, with brownilli foots : the latter is fmalltr, and has a 
coat whtcl) (8 more white, and with more fpots, F. 

1 faw 
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1 faw feveral holes in the ground, both on Ijills and on fields, and fallow grounds ; 
they were round, and commonly about an inch wide ; they went almoft perpendicularly 
into the earth, and were made by dung-beetles, or by great worms, which are made ufe 
of for angling. The dung-beetles had dug very deep into the ground, through horfe- 
dung, though it lay on the hardeft road, fo that a great heap of earth lay near it. Thefe 
holes were afterwards occupied by other infeCls, cfpecially grafshopp>.rs, (grylli) and 
cicada; ; for by digging thefe holes up, I commonly found one or more young ones of 
thefe infefts, which had not yet got their perfect fize. 

May 19 th. This morning I left Raccoon, a parifti in the country called Nev/ 
Sweden, and which is yet chiefly inhabited by Swciles, in order to proceed in my 
travels to the North. I firlt intended to fet out with the beginning of April, but for 
feveral reafons this was not advifable. No leaves were come out at that time, and 
hardly any flowers appeared. I did not know what flowers grew here in fpriug ; for 
the autumnal plants are different from the vernal ones. The Swedes had this winter • 
told me the occonomical and medical ufes of many plants, to which they gave names 
unknown to me : they could not then flicw me thofe plants on account of the foafon, 
and by (heir deficient and erroneous deferiptions, I was not able to guefs what plants 
they nieam. By going away fo early as the beginning of April I w'oukl have remained 
in uncertainty in regard to thefe things. It was therefore fit that 1 fliould fpend a 
part of the f'pring at Raccoon, efpecially as 1 had ftill time enough left for my tour to 
the North. 

On the road \vc faw a black fnake, which vve killed,' and found jufl five feet long. 
Catelhy has deferibed it and its qualities, and alfo drawn ii ‘. The full-grown black 
fiiakes are commonly about five feet long, but very flender ; the thickeff 1 ever faw 
was in the broadoft part hardly three iftches thick ; the back is black, iliining, and 
fmooih ; the chin white and fmooth ; the belly whitifh turning into blue, fiiining, and 
very fmooth •, 1 believe there are fomc varieties of this fnake. One, whicit was nineteen 
inches long, had a hundred and cighty-fix fcales on the belly, (feuta abdonnr.aiia) and 
ninety-twohalf fcales on the tail (fquam:c fubcaudalcs), which I foiiiul to be true, by a 
repeated counting of the fcales. Another, which was fevcntcen iiictieK and a Inlf in 
length, had a hundred and eighty-four fcales on the belly, and only fixiy-Iour half 
Icaics on the tail ; this 1 likewife allured mylelf of, by counting the fcales over again. 

It is poflible that the end of this laft fnake’s tail was cut off, and the wound healed 
up again t. 

I'hc country abounds with black fnakes. d’hey arc among tlse firfl that come out 
in fpring, and often appear very early if waian vnaiher happens ; but if it grcAvs col>.: . 
again after that, they are quite frozen, and lie iliff and torpid on the ground or cn dt . 
icej v^hen taken in this Itafe and put btforc a lire, they revive in lefs than an lunu 's 
time. It has fontetinies happened, when the beginning of January is very v.ariu, to.ai: 

AilfMiift liiiTcr. Pvc Cntcfl^y’ti N*it. lliil. of Carol, ii. t 48. 

\ It. has httn found hy K’po.iud experience, ihat. i]»e fpicific cl; an (Tier cmpioytci hy Ih*. Liur.itns, for 
the diUinffiyu of the rjuricfi of fnaken, ttiheii from their Icuta abdominalia and caud.aiia, or their fquam« 
liibcaudales, varies greatly i«i fnakes of the fame fpecies, fo iliaji ofitn the dift'cienec amouiUs to ten or 
]i ore: the whole numl)i:r of tlic fciiUi fometirnes helps to find out iEhe fpecica; care ought however to be 
tiikLii thuM lic fnake may not by any accident have loll its taiU and that it begnwviiig again;^ in whidi cafe 
It is iinpi'lliblc to make ufe of this eharatlcr. The charadler is not cjMite. fo good and decifive as may he 
wiflictl, but ni'hliei are ilic mru k.s taken from colours, fpots, flrfpes, &e. quite conilaut ; and fo it is betr,’. 
to make uft of an imperfect charaeUT than none at all. Time, and greater acquaintance Ivith this ckifd of 
animals porhapj clear up their natural charaClers, F. ^ j 
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they come out of their winter habitations. They commonly appear about the end of 
March, old ftyle. 

This is the fwiftefl: of all the fnakcs’ which are to be found here, for it moves fo 
quick that a dog can hardly catch it. It is therefore almoft impoilible for a man to 
efcape it if purfued ; but happily its bite is neither poifonous nor any way dangerous ; 
many people have been bit by it in the woods, and have fcarcc felt any more incon- 
venience than if they had been wounded by a knife ; the wounded place only remains 
painful for fome time. The black fnakes fcldom do any harm, except in fpring, when 
they copulate ; at which time, if dill urbed, they will attack the perlbn that diflurbs 
them. I am acquainted with fcvcral people, who have on fuch an occafion run fo hard 
as to be quite out of breath, in endeavouring to efcape the fnake, which moved with 
the fwiftnefs of an arrow after them. If a perfon thus purfued can mufter up courage 
enough to oppofe the fnake with a ftick or any thing elfe, when it is either pafled by 
him, or when he fteps afide to avoid it, it will turn back again, and feek a refuge in its 
fwiftnefs. I have been affured by fevcral, that when it overtakes a perfon who has 
tried to efcape it, and who has not courage enough to oppofe it, it winds round his 
feet, fo as to make him fall down ; it then bites him fcveral times in the leg, or what- 
ever part it can get hold of, and goes olF again. I fhall mention two circumflances, 
which confirm what I have faid. During my flay in New York, Dodlor Golden told 
me, that in the fpring 1748, he had fevcral workmen at his country feat, and among 
them one lately arrived from Europe, who of courfe knew very little of the qualities of 
the black fnake. The other* workmen feeing a great black fnake copulating with its 
female, engaged the new comer to go and kill it, which he intended to do with a little 
flick. But on approaching the place where the fnakcs lie, they perceived him, and 
the male in great wrath leaves his pleafure to purfue the 'fellow with amazing fwiftnefs ; 
he little expected fuch courage in the fnake, and flinging away his ftick, began to run 
as fall as he was able. The fnake purfued him, overtook him, and twilling feveral 
times round his feet, threw him dowm, and frightened him almoft out of his fenfes ; 
he could not get rid of the fnake, till he took a knife and cut it through in two or 
three places. The other workmen were rejoiced at this fight, and laughed at it, with- 
out offering to help their companion. Many people at Albany told me of an accident 
which happened to a young lady, who went out of town in fummer, together with many 
‘ other girls, attended by her negro. She fat down in the wood, in a place where the 
others were running about, and before Ihc was aware, a black fnake being difturbed 
in its amours, ran under her petticoats, and twilled round her waift, fo that ftie fell 
.backwards in afwoon, occafioned by her fright or by the compreflion which the fnake 
caufed. The negro came up to her, and fulpe£ling that a black fnake might have hurt 
her, on making ufe of a remedy to bring his lady to hcrfclf again, he lifted ftp her 
cloaths, and really found the fnake wound about her body as clofc as poftible ; the 
negro was not able to tear it away, and therefore cut it, and the girl came to herfelf 
again j but fhe conceived fo great an averfion to the negro, that fhe could not bear the 
light of him afterwards, and died of a confuraption. At other times of the year this 
fnake is more apt to run away than to attack people. However, 1 have heard it 
afferted frequently, that even in^ummer when its time of copulation is paft, it purfues 
people, efpecially children, if it finds that they are afraid and run from it. Several 
people likewife affured me from their own experience, that it may be provoked to pur- 
fue people, i^they throw at it, and then run away. I cannot well doubt of this,, as 1 
havq h<^d it> faid by numbers of creditable people; but though I wanted to. try ihe 
experiment l\could never fucceed in provoking them. 
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Moil of the people in this country afcribed to this fnake a power of fafcinatin^ birds 
and fquirrels, as I have defcribed in feveral parts of ray journal. When the fnake li^ 
under a tree,' and has fixed his eyes on a bird or fquirrel above ; it obliges them to 
come down, and to go direftly into its mouth. I cannot account for this, for I never 
faw it done. However, I have a lift of more than twenty perfons, among which are 
fomc of the.moft creditable people, who have all unaniniouily, though living far diftant . 
from each other, aflerted the fame thing ; they aflured me, upon their honour, that 
they have feen (at feveral times) thefe black fnakes fafeinating fquirrels and birds which 
fat on the tops of trees, the fnake lying at the foot of the tree, with its eyes fixed upon 
the bird or fquirrel, which fits above it, and uttA-s a doleful note j from which it is 
rafy to conclude with certainty that it is about to be fafeinated, though you cannot fee 
it. ’I'he bird or fquirrel runs up and down along the tree continuing its plaintive long, 
and alw-ays comes nearer the fnake, whofe eyes are unalterably fixed upon it. It fhoul J 
leem :is if ihel'e poor creatures endeavoured to efcape the fnake, by hopping or run- 
ning up the tree ; but there appears to be a power which withholds them : they are 
forced downwards, and each time that they turn back they approach nearer their 
enemy, till they are at laft forced to leap into its mouth, which Hands wide open for 
that purpofe. Numbers of fquirrels and birds arc continually running and hopping 
fearlels in the woods on the ground, where the fnakes lie in wait for them, and can 
ealily give thefe poor creaturhs a mortal bite. Therefore it feems that this fafeination 
might be thus interpreted, that the creature has lirft got a mortal w'ound from the 
fnake, w hich is fure of her bite, and lies quiet, being aflured that the wounded crea- 
ture has been poifoned with the bite,^ or at leaft feels pain from the violence of the bile, 
and that it will at laft boiobligcd to conie down into its mouth. 'I’he plaintive note is 
perhaps occafioned by the acutchefs of the psun which the* wound gives the creature. 
But to this it may he obje£fed, that the bite of tiie black fnake is not poifonous ; it 
may further be ohjefted, that if the fnake could come near enough to a bird or fquirrel 
to give it a mortal bite, it might as eafily keep bold of it, or, as it fometimes does with 
poultry, twift round and ftrangle or ftifle it. But the chief objedion which lies againft 
this interpretation is (he following account, which I received from the moft creditable 
people, who have afliiredmeof it. The fquirrel being upon the point of running into 
the Inake’s mouth, the fpciftators have not been able to let it come to that pitch, but 
killed the fnake, and as foon as it had got a mortal blow the fquirrel or bird deftined 
for deftrudion flew away, and left off their moanful note, as if they had broke loofc 
from a net. Sojnc fay, that if they only touched the fnake, fo as to draw off its at- 
tention from the fquirrel, it went off quickly, i»ot flopping till it had got to a great 
dfllance. Why do the fquirrels or birds go away fo fuddenly, and why no fooner? 
If they had been poifoned or bitten by the fnake before, fo as not to be able to get from 
the tree, and to be forced to approach the fnake always more and more, they could 
however not get new ftrength by the fnake being either killed or diverted. Therefore, 
it feems that they are only enchanted, 'whilft the fnake has its eyes 'fixed on them. 
However, this looks odd and unaccountable, though many of the worthioft and moft 
reputable people have related it, and though it is fo univqrfally believed here, that to 
doubt it would be to expofe onefelf to general laughter. 

The black fnakes kill the fmaller fpccics of frogs, and eat them. If they get at 
eggs of poultry, or of other birds, they make holes in tliem, and fuck the contents. 
When the hens are fitting on the eggs they creep into the neft, wind round the birds, 
ftifle themy and fuck the eggs. Mr. Baitram afferted, that he had oftek feen this 
fnake creep up into the talleft trees, after birds’ eggs, or young birds, alwaJys with the 
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head foremoft, when defending. A Swede told me> that a black fnake had once eot 
the head of «ne of his hens in its mouth, and was wound feveral times round the body, 
when became andkilled thefnake. Thehen was afterwards aswell asever. ^ 

This fnake is very greedy of milk, and it is difficult to keep it out when it is once 
ufed to go into a cellar where milk is kept. It has been feen eating milk out of the 
lame diin with children, without biting them, though they often gave it blows with the 
fpoon upon the head, when it was over greedy. I never heard it biffing. It can nufe 
more than one half of its body from the ground, in order to look about her. It Ikins 
every year ; and its ikin is faid to be a remedy againft the cramp, if continually worn 
about the body. * 

The rye was now beginning to Bower. 

I have often obferved with aftonifliment, on my travels, the great difference between 
the plants and the foil, on the two oppofite banks of brooks. Sometimes a brook, 
which one can ftride over, has plants on one bank widely different from thofe on the 
oppofite bank. Therefore, whenever 1 came to a great brook or a river, 1 expe&ed to 
find plants which I had not met with before. Their feeds are carried down with the 
ftrearn from diftant parts. The foil is likewife very often different on the different lides 
of a rivulet, being rich and fertile on the one, and dry, barren, and Tandy on the 
other. But a great river can make ftill greater diiVerences. Thus we fee the great 
difparity between the province of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, which are only divided 
by the river Delaware. In Penfylvania the foil confifts of a mould mixed with fand 
and clay, and is very rich and fertile ; and in the woods which are high in the country, 
the ground is mountainous apd ftony. On the other hand, in the province of New 
Jerfey, the foil is poor and dry, and not very fertile, fome parts excepted. Tou can 
hardly find a ffone in New Jerfey, and much lefs 'mountains. In Penfylvania you 
fcarce ever fee a fir-tree, and in New Jerfey are whole woods of it. 

This evening 1 arrived at Philadelphia. 

May 22d. The locufts began to creep out of their holes in the ground laft night, 
and continued to do fo to-day. As foon as their wings were dry, they began their 
fong, which is almoff: fufficient to make one deaf, when travelling through the woods. 
This year there was animmenfe number of them. 

May 25th. The tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) was now in fullbloffom. The 
flowers have a refemblance to tulips, and look very fine, and though they have not a 
very agreeable fmell, yet the eye is pleafed to fee trees as tall as full-grown oaks, 
covered with tulip-like flowers. 

On the flowers of the tulip-tree was an olivc-colourcd chafer (fcafabseus), without 
horns (muticus), the future and borders of his wing-lhells (elytra:) wer® black, and his 
thighs brown. 1 cannot with certainty fay whether they collefted the poHen of the 
flower, or whether they coupled. Later in fummer, I faw the fame kind of beetlK 
make deej) holes into the ripe mulberries, either to cat them, or to lay their eggs in 
them. 1 likewife found them abundant in the leaves of the magnolia glauca, or ^aver- 
tree. 

The ftrawberries were now ripe on the hills. 

The country people already brought ripe cherries up to town j but they were only 
a few to fatisfy curiofity, yet we may form a judgment of the climate from hence. 

May 26th. A peculiar kind of uorm called a travat, or travado, happened to-daj^ 
In the evening about ten o’clock, what the fley was quite dear, a thick black cloud 
came ruflfing from the fouth-we^j^ with a wind. The air was quite calm, sipi we could 
not feel sufey breeze : but the ^^tpproach of this cloud was pmxeiv^ from the ftrong 
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Tilling noxfe Ui theNoods to the fouth'^eft, and which increafed in proportioil ^ the 
cloud came nearer. As fooh as it was come up to us, it was attended by a violent 

vdnd, which in its courfe threw down the weaker enclofures, carried them a good 
^y along with it, and broke down feveral trees. It was then followed by a hard 
ftower of nun, which put an end to the ftorm, and every thing was calm as before. 
Thefe travadoes are frequent in fummer, and have the quality of cooling the adr. 
However, they often do a great deal of damage ; they are commonly attended by thun- 
der and lightning; as foon as they are pafled over the Iky is as clear as it was 
before. 

May 28th. The magnolia glauca \vas now in full bloom. Its flowers have a very 
pleafant fragrancy, which rcfrelhcs the travellers in the woods, efpecially towards the 
evening. The flowers of the wild vine afterwards fupplied the place of thofe of the 
magnolia. Several other flowers contribute likewife towards perfuming the ambient 
air. , 

The kalmia anguftifolia was now every where in flower : it grows chiefly on i'andy 
heaths or on dry poor grounds, which few other plants will agree with ; it is common 
in Penfylvania, but particularly in New Jerfey and the province of New York ; it is 
fcarce in Canada ; its leaves (lay the winter ; the flowers are a real ornament to the 
woods ; they grow in bundles like crowns, and are of a fine lively purple colour ; at 
the bottom is a circle of deep purple, and within it a greyifli or whitiih colour. The 
flowers grow as aforefaid, in buachc^s, round the extremity of the flalk, and make it look 
like a decorated pyramid. The Englilh at New York, Sill this plant the dwarf laurel. 
Its qualities are the fame with thoic of the kalmia latifolia, viz. that it kills flieep and 
other fmaller animals, when they eat plentifully of it. 1 do not know whether it is 
noxious to the greater cattle. It is not of any known ufe, and only ferves to attrad 
the eye whilft in flower. 

The kalmia latifolia was likewife in full bloflbm at prefent : it rivals the preceding 
one in the beauty of its colour ; yet though they are confpicuous in regard to the 
colours and fhape of their flowers, they are no ways remarkable for fmell, fuch as the 
magnolia is ; for they have little or no fmell at all. So equally and juflly docs nature 
diflribute her gifts ; no part of the creation has them all, each has its owm, and none is 
abfolutely without a lhare of them. 

May 30th. The Moravian brethren, who arrived in great numbers from Europe at 
New York, in May, brought two converted Greenlanders with them,. The Moravians 
who were already fettled in America, immediately fent fome of their brethren from 
Philadelphia to the new comers, in order to welcome them. Among thefe deputies 
were two North American Indians, who had been converted to their do6:rine, and like- 
wife two South American Indians, from Surinam. Thefe three kinds oif converted 
Indians accordingly met at New York. I had no opportunity of feeing them ; but all 
thofe who had feen them, and whom I converfed with, thought that they had plainly 
perceived a fimilarity in their features and fliape, the Greenlanders being only fome- 
what fmaller. They concluded from hence that all thefe three kinds of Americans 
were the pofterity of one and the fame defeendant of Noah, or that they were perhaps 
yet more nearly related. How far their gueffes are to be relied upon 1 cannot de- 
termine. 

Ripe dierries were now already pretty common, and confequently cheap. 

T^s are a fpecies of roots which are cultivated in the hottefl: parts (}f America, for 
eating^ we do potatoes. It has not yet been attempted to plant them here, and they 
are brought from the Weft Indies in ihips ; therefore they are reckonec/ a rarity here, 
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and as fuch 1 ate them at Dr. Franklin’s to-day. They are white, and taflre like com. 
mon potatoes, but not quite fo agreeable ; and 1 think it would nut be worth while to 
plant them in Sweden, though they might bear the climate. I'he plant thefe roots 
belong to is the diofeorea alata. 

The inhabitants make plenty of chcefe : they are not reckoned fo good as Englilh 
cheefe : however, fome take them to be full as good when old ; and fo they Teemed to 
me. A man from Bofton, in New England, told me, that they made very good cheefe 
there : but they take care to keep the cattle from fait water, efpecially thofe who live 
near the fea ebafts ; for it has been found that the cheefe will not become fo good 
when the cows graze near fah water as it will w'hcn they have freili water. This, how- 
ever, wants nearer examination, in my opinion. 

May 31(1. About noon I left Philadelphia, and went on.board a fmall yacht, which 
fails continually up and down upon the river Delaware, between Trenton and Phila- 
delphia. We failed up the river with fair wind and weather. Sturgeojis leaped often 
a fathom into the air. We faw them continuing this exercife all day, till we came to 
Trenton. The banks on the Penfylvanian fide were low ; and thofe on the New Jer- 
fey fide fteep and Tandy, but not very high. On both fides were perceived forefta of 
tall trees, with deciduous leaves. 

During the courfe of this month the forenoon was always calm ; but immediately 
after noon it began to blow gently, and fumetimes pretty firongly. 'Ihis inornuig was 
likewife fair, and in the aftergoon it was cloudy, but did not rain. • 

We faw fome fmall houfes near the iliorc, in the woods ; and now and then a 
good houfe built of Itone. The river now dccreaful vifibly in brcadtii. About three 
o’clock this afternoon wo paffed Burlington. , 

Burlington, the chief town in the province of New jerfey, and the refidence of the 
governor, is but a fmall town, about twenty miles 1‘roin Philadelphia, on the eaftern 
fide of the Delaware. The houfes were chiefly built of ftone, though they flood far 
diftant from each other. The town has a good fituation, fince Ihips of cunfidcroble 
burthen can fail clofe up to it : but Philadelphia prevents its carrying on an extenfive 
trade; for the proprietors of that place * have granted it great immunities, by which 
it is increafed fo as to fwallow all the trade of the adjacent towns. The houfe of the 
governor at Burlington is but a fmall one : it is built of Hone, clofe by the ri\'er fide, 
and is the firft building in the town as you come from Philadelphia. It is obferved, 
that about the full moons, when the tides are highefl:, and the high water at Cape Ilin- 
Jopen comes at nine o’clock in the morning, it will be at Cheller, on the river Dela- 
ware, about ten minutes after one o'clock ; at Philadelphia, about ten minutes after 
two o’clock ; and at Burlington, about ten minut^. after three o’clock ; for the tide 
in the river Delaware comes quite up to TrentoiL 

The banks of the river were now chiefly high and fteep on the fide of New Jerfey, 
confiding of a pale brick-coloured foil. Chi the Penfylvanian fide they were gently 
Hoping, and confided of a blacldlh rich piotild, mixed with particles of glimmer (mica). 
On the New Jerfey fide appeared fome fira ; but feldom on the other, except in a few 
places where they were accidentally brought over from New Jerfey. 

Towards night, after the tide had begun to ebb, and the wind was quite fubfided, 
we could not proceed, but dropped our anchor about feven miles from Trenton, and 
paiTed the night there. The woods were full of fireflies, (lampyris) which flew like 
iparks of fire between the treetu and fometimes acrofs the river. In the marlhes, the 

* V.^idiam Penn, Efq. and ht» heirs. . 
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bollifirogs. now and then began their hideous roaring; and more than a hundred of 
them roared together. The whip-poor-will, or goat-fuckcr, was likewife heard ieVieVy 
where. ^ 

June ift. We continued our voyage this morning after the rain was over. The 
river Oelawarc was very narrow here, and the banks the fame as wc them yefter- 
day, after we had paded Burlington. About eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Trenton. 

June 2 nd. This morning we left Trenton, and proceeded towards New York. The 
country 1 have deferibed before. The fields wckc fown wdth wheat, rye, maize, bats, 
hemp, and flax. In fevcral places we faw very large pieces of ground with hemp. 

We faw abundance of chefnut-trees in the woods. They often flood in cxceflive 
poor ground, which was neither too dry nor too wet. 

Tulip-trees did not appear on the road ; but the people faid there were fome in the . 
woods. 

The beaver-tree (magnolia glauca) grows in the fwamps. It was now in flower, and 
the fragrancy of its bloflbms had fo perfumed the air that one could enjoy it before 
one approached the fwamps ; and this fine fmell likewife fliew'ed that a beaver-tree was 
near us, though we often happened not to fee it. 

The phlox glaberrima grows abundantly in the woods, and cuts a fine figure with its 
red flowers. It grows in fuch foil here as in Europe is occupied by the lychnis vifearia 
and lychnis dioica, or read catchfly and campion. The phlox maculata grows abun- 
Santly in wet ground, and has fine red and odoriferous flowers. It grows on low 
meadows, where in Europe the Ineadow-pinks, or lychnis flos cuculi, would be met 
with. By adding to thefe flowers the kirtfia coccinea, the lobelia cardinalis, and the 
monarda didyma, which grow wild in this country, they are undoubtedly altogether 
adorned with the fineft red imaginable. 

The faflafras-tree was abundant in the woods and near the inclofurcs. 

The houfes which we pafled by were moft of them wooden. In one place, I faw the 
people building a houfe with walls of mere clay, which is likewife employed in making 
ovens for baking. 

Buckwheat was already coming up in fevcral places. Wc faw Angle plants of it all 
day in the woods and in the fields, buthlways by the fide of the road ; from whence 
it may be concluded that they fpring up from lofl and fcattcred feeds. 

I. ate this evening we arrived at New Brunfwick. 

June the 3 rtl. At noon we went on board a yacht bound for New York, and failed^ 
down the river which had at firfl pretty high and fleep banks of red fand-flone on 
■■ each fide, which 1 have mentioned before. Now and then there was a farm-houfe on 
the high fhorc. As we came lower down, we faw on both fides great fields and meai 
dows clofe up to the water. We could not fail at random with the yacht ; for the 
river was often (hallow in fome places and fometimes in the very middle. For that 
purpofe, the courfc which we were to take was marked out by branches with leaves on, 
them. At iafl we got into the fea, which bounded our profpe£l on the fouth ; but bn 
the other fide, we were continually in fight of land at fome diftance. On coming to 
the mouth of the river, we had a choice of two roads to New York, viz. either within 
the Staten Illand, or without it. The inhabitants are determined in their choice by the 
weather ; for when it is flormy and cloudy, or dark, they do not venture to fail with- 
out, w|j|p?e the fea itfelf communicates. We took that courfe now, it being very 
pleafant -Weather ; and though we (truck on the fands once or twice, yeJwe got loofe 
again, and arrived at New York about nine o’clock. 

5 June 
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June 4 th. ' I found vines in feveral gardens, got from the old countries. They bear 
annually a quantity of excellent grapes. When the winters are very fevere they we 
killed by the froft, and die quite to the ground ; but the next fpring new fhoots fpring 
up from the root. 

Strawberries wCH now fold in abundance about the town every day. An Englifhman 
from Jamaica aflerted, that in that illand there were no ftrawberries. The fnakes 
are very fond of ftrawberries. Thofe which they had here were as good as the Swedifli 
smd Finland ones. 

Red clover was fown in feveral places on the hills without the town. I’he country 
people were now employed in mowing the meadows. Some were already mown ; and 
the dry clover was put under cover, in order to be carried away the firft opportunity. 

Cherry-trees were planted in great quantities before the farm-houfes, and along the 
high-roads, from Philadelphia to New Brunfwick; but behind that place they became 
more fcarce. On coming to Staten Ifland, in the province of New York, I found them 
very common again, near the gardens. Here are not fo many varieties of cherries as 
there are in Penfylvania. I feldom faw any of the black fweet cherries * at New York j 
but commonly the four red ones. All travellers are allow'ed to pluck ripe fruit as they 
pafs by. Between New Brunfwick and Staten Ifland, are a few ch£rry-gardens j but 
proportionarly more orchards, with apple-trees. . 

June 6th. Several gentlemen and merchants, between fifty and fixty years of age, 
aflerted, that during their life they had plainly found feveral kinds of ifilh decreafe in 
number every year; and that they could not get near fo many filh now as thejl 
could formerly. 

Rum, a brandy prepared from the fugar-canes, and in great ufe with all the Englifli 
North American colonics, is reckoned much wholefomer than brandy, made from wine 
or comf. In confirmation of this opinion, they fay, that if you put a piece of frefli 
meat into rum, and another into brandy, and leave them there for fome months, that 
in the rum will keep as it was, but that in the brandy will be quite eaten, and full of 
holes. But this experiment does not feem a very accurate one to me. Major Roder- 
fort told me, that being upon the Canada expedition, he had obferved, that fuch of his 
‘ men as drank brandy for fome time died of it ; but thofe who drank rum were not 
hurt, though they got drunk with it every day, and oftener than the others. 

Long Ifland is the name of an ifland oppofite the town of New York, in the fea. 
The northern part of the ifland is much more fertile than the fouthern. Formerly 
‘there lived a number of Indians on this ifland ; and there are yet fome, tvhich however 
decreafe in number every year, becaufe they leave the ifland. The foil of the fouthern 
part of the ifland is very poor ; but this deficiency is made up by a vaft quantity of 
oyfters, lobfters, crabs, feveral kinds of filh, and numbers of water-fowl, all which are 
there &r more abundant than on the northern Ihores of the ifland. I'herefore the 
Indians formerly chofc the fouthern part to live in, becaufe they fubfifted on oyfters, 
and other produ£Uons of the fea. When the tide is out it is very eafy to fill a whole 
cart with oyfters, which have been driven on fliore by one flobd. The ifland is ftrewed 

* Commonly called black-heart cherriea. 

f That rum Is among the fpirltuous liquors Icfs noxious than any one of the reft, Is chiefly owing to the 
baliamic quality it gets rrotn the fugar, which correds the ftyptic quality all kinds of brandy and fpirltuous 
liquors have. The older the rum is, and the longer it has been kept in a great cafle, the more is its ftypti- 
citjf corrcded.l All which has been lately proved by the clcartfl experiments, explained an^dediidcd 
from the moIiUndirputable principles of chemiftry» in a pamphkt written by that able dnemift Mr. 
DoiEe. F. 
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with pyi);er*lhells and other ihells, which the Indians left there ; thefe fhells ferve now 
for good manure for the fields. The fouthem part of the ifland is turned into meadows, 
and the northern part into fields. The winter is more conftant on the northern part, 
and the fnow in fpring lies longer there than on the fouthem part. The people are 
vbry fertile here, and commonly tall and ftrong. 

June loth. At noon we left New York, and failed up the river Hudfon, in a yacht 
bound for Albany. All this afternoon we faw a whole fleet of little boats returning from 
New York, whither they had brought provifions and other goods for fale, which on 
account of the extenfive commerce of this town, and the great number of its inhabitant, 
go off very welL The river Hudfon runs from north to fouth here, except fome 
high pieces of land which fometimes projcft far into it, and alter its dirediion } its 
breadth at the mouth is reckoned about a mile and a quarter. Some porpoifes played 
and tumbled in the river, I'he eaftera fliore, or the New York fide, was at firlt very 
fteep and high j but the weltern was very Hoping and covered with woods. There 
appeared farm-houfes on both fides, furrounded with com-fields. The ground of 
which the fteep fliores confifted was of a pale brick colour, and fome little rocks of a 
grey laiid-ftonc were feen here and there. About ten or twelve miles from New York, 
the weftern ftiorc appears quite different from what it was before; it confifts of fteep 
mountains with perpendicular fides towards the river, and they are exaflly like the fteep 
fides of the mountains of 'Hall and Hunnebarg in Weft Gothland. Sometimes a rock 
projeds like the failiant angle of a baftion : the tops of thefe mountains are covered 
with oaks, and other wood ; a number of ftones of all fizes lay along the fliore, having 
rolled down from the mountains. 

I'hefe high and fteep mountains cqntinue for fome Englifh miles on the weftern 
fliore ; but on the eaftern fid'c the land is high, and fometimes diverfified with hills and 
vallies, which are commonly covered with deciduous trees, amongft which there 
appears a farm now and then in a glade. The hills are covered wiih ftones in fome 
places. About twelve miles from New York we faw fturgeons * (acipenfer fturio), 
leaping up out of the water, and on the whole paffage we met with porpoifes in the 
river. As we proceeded we found the eaftern banks of the river very much cultivated; 
and a number of pretty farms, furrounded with orchards and fine cora^fields, prefented 
ihemfelves to our view. About twenty-two miles from New York the high mountains 
which I have before mentioned left us, and made as it were a high ridge here from eaft 
to weft quite acrofs the country. This altered the face of the country on the weftern 
ftiorc of the river : from mountainous, it became interfperfed with little vallies and 
round hillocks, which were ^rce inhabited at all ; but the eaftern fliore continued* to 
afford us a delightful profpea! After failing a little while in the night, we caft our 
anchor and lay here till the morning, efpecially as the tide was ebbing with great 
force. * 

June nth. This morning we continued our voyage up the river, with the tide and 
a faint breeze. We now paffed the Highland mountains, which* were to the eaft of us; 
they confift of a grey fand-ftonc, are very high and pretty fteep, and covered with 
deciduous trees, and likewife with firs and red cedars. The weftern Ihorc was full of 
rocks, which however did not conic up to the height of the mountains on the oppofite 
fliore ; the tops of thefe eaftern mountains were cut off from our fight by a thick fog 
which furrounded them. Tl^e country was unfit for cultivation, bein^ fo full of rocks. 


New York fturgeons which 1 faw this year brought over, had Ihort blunt nofes, in ‘R-hich par- 
ticular they aie different from the Englifh ones, which have long nofes. F. y 
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and accordingly we faw no farms. The diftance from thefe mountains to New York 
is computed at thirty-fix Englith miles. 

A tnu k fog now rofe up from thfe high mountains. For the fpace of fome Englilh 
miles we had hills and rocks on the weftern banks of the river ; and a change of IclTer 
and greater mountains and vallies covered with young firs, red cedars, and oaks, on the 
eallern fide. The hills clofe to the river fide are commonly low, but their height 
increafes as they are further from the river. Afterwards we faw, for fome miles 
together, nothing but high round mountains and vallies, both covered with woods; the 
vallies are in reality nothing but low rqcks, and ftand perpendicular towards the river 
in many places. The breadth of the river is fometimes two or three muiket-ihot, but 
commonly not above one ; every now and then we faw fevcral kinds of fifli leaping 
out of the water. 'I'he wind vanilhed away about ten o’clock in the morning, and 
forced us to get forwards with our oars, the tide being alinoU: fpent. 

The water in the river has here no more a brackiih tafte ; yet 1 was told that the tide, 
efpecially when the wind is fouth, fometimes carries the fait water up higiier with it. 

* The colour of the w’ater w'as likewife altered, for it appeared darker here than before. 
To account for the firft origin of rivers is very difficult, if not wholly iinpuffiblo; fome 
rivers may have come from a great refervoir of water, which being confulcrably 
cncreafed by heavy falls of rain or other circumfianccs, pafl'ed^ its old bounds and flowed 
to the lower countries, through the places where it met with the leall oppofition. 
This is perhaps the reafon why Ipme rivers run in fo many bendings equally through 
fields of foft earth, as likewife there, where mountains, rocks, and ftones, (livert their 
paflage. However, it feenis that fome rivers derive tlieir firft origin from the creation 
itfelf, and that Providence then pointed out their courfe ; for their exiftence can, in all 
probability, not be owing to the accidental eruption of water alone. Among thefe 
rivers we may rank the river Hudfon : I was furprifed on feeing its courfe, and tlur 
variety of its Ihores. It takes its rife a good way above Albany, and defeends to New 
York, in a direft line from north to Ibuth, which is a diftance of about a hundred 
and fixty Englifh miles, and perhaps more ; for the little bendings which it makes arc* 
of no fignification. In many places between New York and Albany are ridges ot high 
nmuntains running weft and oaft. But it is remarkable that they go on undifturbed 
UH they come to the river Hudfon, which cuts diredly acrofs Uiem, and frequently 
their fides (land perpendicular towards the river, "i’herc is .m opening left in the chain 
of mountains, as broad as tlie river commonly is, for it to pafs through, and the 
mountains go on as before, on the other fide, in the fame direction, li is likewife 
remarkable that the river in fuch places where it pafl'es through the mountains is as 
deep, and often deeper than in the other places. 'I'he perpendicular rocks on the fides 
of the river arc furprifing, and it appears that if no paiTages had been opent'd by Pro- 
vidence, for the river to pafs through, the mountains in the upper part of the country 
w'ould have been inundated, fince thefe mountains, like fo many dykes, w'ould have 
hindered the water from going on. Quere, Why does this river go on in a diretl line 
for ,fo confidcrable a diftance ? Why do the many paffages, through which the river 
flows acrofs the mountains, lie under the fame meridian ? Why are water-falls near fome 
of thefe paffages, or at leaft (hallow water with a rocky ground ? 

We npw perceived exceffive high and ftei^ mountains on both fides of the river, 
which echoed bpick each found we uttered. Yet notwithftanding they were fo high 
and fteep, they were covered with frnall trees. 

The* Blue Mountains, which reared their towering tops above all theothcr mouirfSlns, > 
were now feen t^forc us, towards north, but at a great diftance. 
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The .country began here to look more cultivated, and lefs mountainous. 

.The laft of the high weftem mountains is called Buttcrhill^ after which the country*’ 
between the mountains grows more fpaciBus. The farms became very numerous, and 
we had a profpeft of many corn-fields, between the hills : before we palTed thefe hills 
we had the wind in our face, and w'e could only get forward by tacking, which went 
very flow, as the river was hferdly a muflset-fliot in breadth. Afterwards we call 
anchor, becaufe we had both wind and tide againfi; us. 

Whilft we w'aited for the return of tide, and the change of wind, we went on 
lliorc. 

The faflafras-tree (laurus falTafras) and the chefnut-tree grows here in great 
abundance. I found the tulip-tree (liriodendron tuiipifera) in fome parts of the wood, 
as likewife the kalmia latifoHa, which was now in full bloflbni, though the flowers were 
already withering. 

Some time after noon the wind arofe from fouth-weft, w'hich being a fair wind, we 
weighed anchor, and continued our voyage. The place w’here we lay at anchor was 
juft the end of thofe ftcep and amazing high mountains : their height is very amazing ; 
they confift of grey rock-ftone, and clofe to them on the fliores lay a vaft number of 
little ftoncs. As loon as we had pafled thefe mountains, the country became clearer 
of mountains, and, higher. The river likewife increafed in breadth, fo as to be near 
an Englilh mile broad. After failing for fome time, we found no more mountains 
along the river ; but on the eaftern fide goes a high chain of mountains to the north- 
eaft, whofc fides arc covered’with woods up to one-half ot* their height. The fummits 
however are quite barren, for I fuppofe that nothing would grow there, on account of 
the great degree of heat *, drynefs, and the violence of the wind, to which that part 
is expofod. The eaftern fid5 of the river is much more cultivated than the weftem, 
where w'o feldom faw a houfe, the land being covered with woods, though it is in 
general very level. About fifty-fix Englilh miles from New York the country is not 
very high ; yet it is every where covered with woods, except fome new farms which 
were fcattered here and there. The high mountains which we left in the afternoon, 
now appeared above the woods and the country. Thefe mountains which were called 
the Highlands, did not projecl: more north than the other, in the place where we 
anchored, 'rheir fides (not thofe towards the river) were feldom perpendicular, 
but Hoping, fo that one could clime up to the top, though not without diflxculty. 

On Icvcral high grounds near the river, the people burnt lime. The mailer of the' 
yacht told me, ihat they break a fine blueilh grey lime-ftone in the high grounds along 
both fides of the river, for the fpace of fome Englilh miles, and bum lime of it. But 
at fi>me miles diftance there is no more lime-ftone, and they find alfo none on the hanl-c 
till they come to Albany. 

We paiTed by a little neck of land, w'hich projeded on the weftem fide of the river, 
and was called Dance. The name of this place is faid to derive its origin from a 
fcllival which the Dutch celebrated here in former times, and at which they danced 
and divertcvl thcmfelves; but once there came r number of Indians, who Idlled 
them all. 

W e call anchor late at night, becaufe the wind ceafed and the tide was ebbing. The 
depth of the river is twelve fathoms here. 

* Mr. Kaltn wai certainly millakeii by thinking the fuinmit* of thefe mountaini without wooJ, o« 
account of the great degree of heat : for it is a general notion founded on experience, th.tt the fun ope:«tes 
'.rot fo much on the tops of mountains, as in plains or vallies, and the cold often hinders the ijicreafc of wood 
on the fummits of high moaataius. F. 
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The fire-flies pafled the river in numbers at night, and fometimes fettled, upon tfie 
rigging. P _ ' 

June 1 2th. This morning we proceeded ^ith the tide, but againft the wind. The 
river was here a muiket-fltot broad. J'he country in general is low on both fides, 
confifting of low rocks and ftony fields, which are however covered with woods. It 
is fo rocky, ftony, and poor, that nobody can fettle iii it or inhabit it, there being no 
fpot of ground fii for a corn-field. The country continued to have the fame appear- 
ance for the fpace of fome miles, and we never perceived one fettlemcut. At eleven 
o’clock tin's morning we came to a little iiland, which lies in the middle of the river, 
and is faid to be half-way between* New’ York and Albany. The fhores arc ftill low, 
ftony, and rocky, as before. But at a greater diftance we faw high mountains, 
covered with woods, chiefly on the weftern fhore, raifmg their tops above the reft of 
the country : and ftill further off, the blue mountains role up above them. Towards 
noon it was quite calm, and we went on very flow. Here the land is well cultivated, 
efpecially on the eaftern fliore, and full of great corn-fields ; yet the foil feemed fandy. 
Several villages lay on the eaftern fide, and one of them called Stralburg, was 
inhabited by a number of Germans. 'I’o the weft we faw ft vcral cultivated places. 
The blue mountains are very plainly to be feen here. They appear through the 
clouds, and tower above all otlier mountains. The river is full an Englifli mile broad 
oppofite Strafbui'g. 

They make ufc of a yellow agaricus, or mulhroom, which grows on maple-trees, 
for tinder ; that which is fo'und on the red-flowering maple (acer rubruin) is reckoned 
the beft, and next in goodnefs is that of the fugiu'-maple (acer laccarinum), which is 
fometimes reckoned as good as the former. 

Rhinbeck is a place at fome diftance froiii Stralburg, further off from the river. It 
is inhabited by many Germans, who have a church there. 

At two in the afternoon it began again to blow from the fouih, which enabled us 
to proceed. The country on the eaftern fide is high, and confifts of a w'cll cultivat’cd foil. 
"Wc had fine corn-fields, pretty farms, and good orchards in view. The weftern Ihorc 
is likewife foincwhat high, but ftill covered with woods, and wenow and then, though 
feldom, faw cneor two little IVltlcmcnis. The river is above an Knglifli mile broatl in 
moft places, and comes in a ftrait line from the north, fo that wc could not fometimes 
follow it with our eye. 

June 13th. The wind fiivoured our voyage during the whole night, fo that I had 
no opportunity of obferving tiie nature of the country. This morning at five o’clock 
we were but nine Englilh miles from Albany. The country on both fides the river is 
low, and covered with woods, excepting a few little fcattered fettlements. Under the 
higher fhores of the river are wet meadows, covered with fword-grafs (carex), and they 
formed fevenil little iflands. We faw no mountains ; and haftened towards Albany. 
I'he land on both fides of the river is chiefly low, and more carefully cultivated as wc 
came nearer to Albany. 

As to the houfes which we faw, fome were of wood, others of ftone. The river is 
feldom above a mufket-fhot broad, and in feveral parts of it are fands, which require 
great experience for governing the yachts. At eight o’clock in the morning we arrived 
at Albany. 

All the yachts which ply between Albany and New York, belong to Albany. They 
go up and down the river Iludfon, as long as it is open and free from ice. I’hey bring 
from Albany boards or planks, and all forts of timber, flour, peafe, and furs,' which 
they get froiHj, the Indians, or which are fmugglcd from the French. They come home 

almoft 
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almoft emptv- and only bring a few merchandizes with thim, among which rum is , 
the chiefs *his laft is abfolutely neceflary to the inhabitants of Albany ; they cheat 
the India ns in the fur trade with it ; for when the Indians are drunk, they will leave 
it to the Albanians to fix the price of the furs. The yachts arc pretty large, and have 
a good cabin, in which the paffengers can be very comnxodioufly lodged. They are 
commonly built of red cedar, or of white oak. Frequently, the bottom confifts of 
white oak, and the fides of red cedar, becaufe the latter wiihftands putrefaction much 
longer than the former. The red cedar is likewife apt to fplit when it is llruck againd 
any thing, and the river Hudfon is in many parti, full of fands and rocks, againfl; 
which the keel of the yacht foinetimcs hits ; therefore they choofc white oak for the 
bottom, as being the fofter wood, and not fplitling fo eafily : and the bottom being 
continually under water, is not fo much expofed to putrefadion, and holds out 
longer. 

The canoes which the yachts have along with them are made of a fingle piece of 
wood, hollowed out ; they are lharp on both ends, frequently three or four fathoms 
long, and as broad as tlio thicknefs of the wood will allow. The people in it do not 
row fitting, but commonly a fellow Hands at each end, with a ftiort oar in his hand 
with which he governs and brings the canoe forwards. Thofc which are made here 
at Albany, are commonly of the white pine ; they can do fervicc for eight or twelve 
years, efpecially if they be tarred and painted. At Albany they make them of the white 
pine, fiiicc there is no other wood fit for them ; at New York they are made of the 
tulip-trcc, and in other parts they are made of red 01 white cedars : but both ihefe 
trees are fo fmall, in the ncighbourhdbd of Albany, that they are unfit for canoes ; 
there arc no feats in the canoes, fgr if they had any, they would be more liable to be 
overfei, as one could not keep the equilibrium fo well. 

Battocs * arc another kind of boats, which are much in ufe in Albany : they are 
made of boards of white pine ; the bottom is flat that they may row the better in fliaUow 
water ; they arc (harp at both ends, and fomewhat higher towards the end than in the 
middle. They have feats in them, and are rowed as common boats. They are long, 
yet not all alike, commonly three, and fometimes four fathoms long. The height 
from the bottom to the top of the board (for the fides Hand almoft perpendicular) is 
from twenty inches to two feet, and the breadth in the middle about a yard and fix 
inches. They are chiefly made ufe of for carrying goods, by means of the rivers, to 
the Indians ; that is, when thofe rivers arc open enough for the bat toes to pafs through, 
and when they need not be carried by land a great way. The boats made of the 
bark of trees, break eafily by knocking againfl a ftone, and the canoes cannot 
cairy a great cargo, and arc eafily overfet j the battoes arc therefore preferable 
to them both. 1 faw no boats here like thofe in Sweden, and other parts of 
Europe. 

The froft does frequently a great deal of damage at Albany. There is hardly a 
month in fummer during which a froft does not happen. The fpring comes very late, 
and in April and May are numerous cold nights, which frequently kill the flowers of 
trees and kitchen herbs. It was feared that the bloflbms of the apple-trees had been fo 
feverely damaged by the froft laft May, that next autumn there would be but very few 
apples. The oak bloflbms are very often killed by the froft in the woods. The 
autumn here is of long continuance, with warm days and nights. However,’ the cold 

* From the French bateaux (boats}. 
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nights commonly comnymce towards the end of September, and arc frequent in 
O&ober. The peopte are forced to keep their cattle in ftables from the middle of 
November till March or April, and muft find them hay during that time *. 

During fummer the wind blows commonly from the fouth, and brings a great drought 
along with it. Sometimes it rains a little, and as foon as it has rained the wind veers to 
north-weft, blowing for fcvoral days from that point, and then reluming to the fouth. 
1 have had frequent opportunities of feeing this change of wind happen very exactly , 
both this year and the following. 

June 15th. The enclofurcs W'prc made of boards of fir-wood, of which there is 
abundance in the extenfive woods, and many faw-mills to cut it into boards. 

The fevcral forts of apple-trees grow very well here, and bear as fine fruit as in any 
other part of North America. Each farm has a large orchard. They liavt; fome 
apples here, which are very large, and very palatable ; they are font to New York, 
and other places as a rariiy. They make excellent cyder in autumn, in the country 
round Albany. 

All the kinds of cherry-trees, which have been planted lure, fuccccd very well. 

Pear-trees do not fucceed here- This was complained of in many other parts of North 
America. But I fear that they do not take fuflicient care in the management and 
planting of them ; for I had fecn fine pears in feveral p?rts of North America. 

Peach-trees have often been planted here, and never would fucceed well. This was 
attributed to a worm which lives in the ground, and eats through the root, fo that the 
tree dies. Perhaps the feverity of the winter contributes much to it. 

They plant no other fruit-trees at Albany befitles thefe I have mentioned. 

They fow' as much hemp and flax here as they want for home confumption. 

They foW maize in great abundance : a lode foil is reckoned the heft for tins 
purpofe } for it will not grow in clay : from half a buflicl thew reap a hundred bufhels. 
They reckon maize a very good kind of com, becaufc the moots recovers after being 
hurt by the froft. Tht-y have had examples here of the Ihoots dying twice in fpring, 
to the very ground, and yet they fliot up again afterwards, and afforded an excellent 
crop. Maize has likewife the advantage of ftanding much longer againft a drought 
Aan wheat. The larger fort of maize which is commonly Town here, ripens in 
September. 

They fow wheat In the neighbourhood of Albany, with great advantage. From 
one bufhel they get twelve fi)metimes ; if the foil be good, they get twenty bufhels. 
if their crop amounts only to ten bufhels from one, they think it vary trifling. Tiie 
inhabitants of the country round Albany are Dutch and Clcnnans. I’he Germans 
live in feveral great villages, and fow great quantities of wheat, which is byought to 
Albany ; and from thence they fent many yachts laden writh flour to New York. '1 he 
wheat flour from Albany is reckoned the beft in all North America, except that from 
Sopus or King|s Town, a place between Albany and New York. All the bread in 
Albany is made of wheat. At New York they pay the Albany flour with feveral (hillings 
more per hundred weight than that from other places. 

Rye is likewife fown here, but not fo generally as wheat. 

. They do not fow much barley here, becaufe they do not reckon the profits \ tiy 
gr^t. "Wheat is fo plentiful that they make malt of it. In the neighbourhood of Htw 
York I faV great fields fown with barley. 

* 't he reader iQuit reckon all this according to the old flile. 
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They do not fow more oats than are neceflary for their fcories. 

The Dutch and Germans who live hereabouts, fow pealb in great abundance j they 
fbcceed very well, and are annually carried to New York, in great quantities. They 
have been free from infe£ls for a confiderable time ; but of late years the fame beetles 
which deftroy the peafe in Penfylvania, New Jerfcy, and the lower parts of the province 
of New York, have likewife appeared abundant among the peafe here. It is a real 
lofs to this town, and to the other parts of North America, which ufed to get peafe 
from hence for their own confumption, and that of their failors. It had been found, 
tliat if they procured good peafe from Albany, aqd fowed them near King’s Town, or 
the lower part of the province of New York, they fuccceded very well the firll year, 
but were fo full of worms the focond, and following years, that nobody could or would 
cat them. Some people put aflies into the pot, among the peafe, when they will not 
boil, or fofton wefl ; but whether this is wholefome and agreeable to the palate, I do . 
not know. 

Potatoes are generally planted. Some people preferred aflics to fand for keeping 
them in during winter. 

'rite Bermuda potatoes (convolvulus batatas) have likewife been planted here, and 
fucceed pretty well. 'I'he greatell difficulty is to keep them during winter j for they 
generally rot in that feal'on. 

The humming-bird (troc’lulus colubris) comes to this place fometimes ; but it is 
rather a fcarcc bird. , 

'Ihe fhingles with wliich the houfes are covered rre made of the white pine, which 
is reckoned as good and as durable? and fometimes better, than the white cedar (cupref- 
fus thyoides). Tlie white pine is found, abundant here, in fuch places where common 
pines grow in Europe. I have never feen them in the lower parts of the province of 
New York, nor in New Jerfey and Penfylvania. 'Ehcy faw a vaft quantity of deal 
from the white pine on this fide of Albany, which are brought down to New York, and 
from thence exported. 

The woods abound with vines, which likewife grow on the fteep banks of the river 
in furprifmg quantities. 'Ehey climbed to the tops of trees on the bank, and bent them 
by their weight ; but where they found no trees, they hung down along the fteep 
ftiorcs, and covered them entirely. 'I'iie grapes arc eaten after the froft has attacked 
them } for they arc too four before. 'I'hey are .not much ufed any other way. 

'Ehe vaft woods and uninhabited grounds between Albany and Canada contain ira- 
menfe fwarin^ of gnats, which annoy the travellers. 'Eo be in foinc meaftire fccured 
againft ihefe infpds, fame belinear their face with butter or greafe ; for the gnats do 
not like to fettle on greafy places. 'I’he great heat makes boots very uncafy ; but to 
prevent the gnats from flinging the legs, they wrap fotno paper round them, under the 
(lockings. Some travellers wear caps which cover the whole lace, and have foine 
gauze before their eyes. At niglit tliey lie in tents, if they can carry any with them ; 
and make a great lire at the entrance, by the fraoke of which the gnats are driven 
away. 

The porpoifes ieldom go higher up the river Hudfon than the fait water goes ; after 
that, the fturgeons fill their place. It has however fometimes happened, that porpoifes 
have gone quite up to Albtmy. • . 

'Ehe fire-flies (lampyris) which are the fame that are fo common tin Penfylvauia 
during fuimner, are here feen in abundance every night. 'I'hey fly up and down in 
the ftrects nf this town. They come into the houfesj if the doors and window’s are 
open. 
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Several of tlie Penfylvamaa. trees are not to be met tvith in thefe woods> vi& 

Magnolia glauca, the bea/er*trce. 

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo-trce. 

Liquidambar ftyraciflua, the fweet-gura tree. 

Diofpyros Virginiana, the pcrfimon. 

Liriodendron tulipifera, the tuiip-tree. 

Juglans nigra, the black wahiut-trce. 

Quercus , the fwamp oak. 

C-ercis C^anadcnfis, the fallad-tree. 

Robinia pfcudacacia, the locull*tree. 

Gleditfia triacanthos, the honey-locu{l*trce. 

Annona muricata, the papaw-tree. 

Celtis occidcntalis, the nettle-tree ; and a number of Ihrubs, which are never founvl 
here. 

The more northerly fituation of the place, the height of the blue mountains, and 
the courfe of the rivers, wiiich flow here fouthward into the lea, and accordingly carry 
the feeds of plants from north to fouth, and not the contrary way, are chiefly the caules 
that feveral plants which grow in Penfylvania cannot be found here. 

This afternoon I went to I’ee an ifland which lies in the niiddle of the river, about a 
mile below the town. This ifland is an Englilh mile long, and not above a quarter of a 
mile broad. It is almofl: entirely turned into corn-fields ; and is inhabited by a Angle 
planter, who, befides poflelfing this ifland, is the owner of two more. Here we law no 
woods, except a few trees which were left round the Hland on the Ihore, and formed as it 
were a tall and great hedge. I’he red maple (acer ruljrum ) grows in abundance in 
feveral places. Its leaves arc white or filvcry on the under lides, and when agitated by 
the wind, they make the tree appear as if it was full of white flowers. 'I’he water-beech 
(platanus occidentalis) grows to a great height, and is one of the mod Ihudy trees .here. 
The water-poplar * is the moll common tree hereabouts, grows exceedingly well on 
the fliorcs of the river, and is as tall as the tallcft. of our afps. In fummer it affords 
the beft fhade for men and cattle againft the fcorching heat. On the banks of rivers 
^d lakes it is one of the moll ulieful trees, becaufc it bolds the foil by its extenlive 
oranched roots, and prevents the water from walking it away. I’hc water-beech and 
the elm-tree (ulmus) ferve the fame purpofe. The wild prune-trees were plentiful 
here, and were full of unripe Iruit ; its wood is not made ufe of; but its fruit is eaten. 
Sumach (rhus glabra) is plentiful here ; as alfo the wild vinc.s, which climb up the 
trees, and creep along the high Ihorcs of the river. 1 was told that the grapes ripen 
very late, though they were already pretty large. 

The American elm-tree (ulmus Americana) formed feveral high hedges. The foil 
of this ifland is a rich mould, mixed with fand, which is chie% employed in maize 
plantations. There w^ere likewife large fields of potatoes. The whole ifland was leafed 
for one hundred pounds of New York currency. Theperfon who had taken thcleafe 
again let forae greater and I'omc fmaller lots of ground to the inhabitants of Albany, 
lor making kitchen gardens of, and by that means rcimburftd himfclf. Portulack 
(portulaca oleracea) grows fpontancoufly here in great abundance, and looks very 
well. 

* Pojoulus {^landulis variis bafi foliorum adnexis> foln's cordato-dcltoidibus^ acuminatisi fcrrato*angiiloii8> 
uUrlaque glabris. ~ An populus heterophylla Linnsei i 
I 
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June aorfi. The tide in the river Hudfon goes aboil eight or ten Englifh miles 
above Albany, and confequently runs one hundred and fifty-fix Engliih miles from the 
fea. In fpring, when the fnow melts, there is hardly any flowing near this town ; for 
the great quantity of water which comes from the mountains during that feafon occa- 
fions a continual ebbmg. This likewife happens after heavy rains. 

The cold is generally reckoned very fovere here. The ice in the river Hudfon is 
commonly three or four feet thick. On the 3d of April fomo of the inhabitants 
crofled the river with fix pair of horfes. The ice commonly dilfolves about the end* 
of March or beginning of April. Great pieces^ of ice come down about that time, 
which fometimes carry with them the houfes that ftand clofe to the Ihore. 'J'hc water 
is very high at that time in the river, becaufe the Ice flops fomeiimes, and fticks in places 
where the river is ntvrrow. The water has been often obfjrved to rife three fathoms 
higher than it commonly is in fumincr. The ground is frozen here in winter to the- 
elepth of three, four, or five feet. On the i6ih of Novc’mbt r the yachts me put up, 
and about the beginning or middle of April they are in motion again. 

The w'atcr of leveral wells in this town was very cool about this time ; but had a 
kind of acid tafte, which w'as not very agreeable. On a nearer examination, I found 
an abundance of little infefts in it, which were probably nionoculi. 'I'lieir length was 
difierciU ; fomc were a geometi-ical line and an half, others two, and' others four lines 
long : they were very narrow, and of a pale colour. 'I'he head was blacker and thicker 
than the other parts of the body, and about the fize of a. pin’s head. The tail was di- 
vided into tw'o branchc’s, and each branch terminated in a little black globule. "When- 
thel'e infefts fwim, they proceed in'^crooked or undulated lines, ahnolt like tadpoles. 

I poured fome of this water into a bowl, tyid pul near a f ourth part of rum to it. The 
monoculi, inftead of being afFecled with it, fwam about as briikly as they had done in 
the w'ater. This fhews, that if one makes punch with this water, it mufl be very ftrong 
to kill the monoculi. I think this water is not very wholefomc for people who are 
not ufed to it, though the inhabitants of Albany, who drink it every day, fay, they do 
not feel the lead inconvenience from it. 1 have been feveral times obliged to drink 
water here, in which I have plainly feen monoculi fwimining ; but I generally felt the 
next day fomewhat like a pea iti my throat, or as if I had a fwelling there ; and this 
continued for above a week. I felt fuch fwellings this year, both at Albany and in 
ether parts. My fervant, Yungflroom, likewife got a great pain in his breaft, and a' 
fenfation as from a fwelling, after drinking water with nionoculi in it ; but whether 
thefe infedls oesafioned it.or whether it came from fonic other caufe, I cannot afeertain. , 
However, I have, always endeavoured as much as poflible to do without fuch' water 
as had monoculi in it. I have found monoculi in very cold water taken from the 
deepefl wells, in different parts of this country. Perhaps many of our difeafes arife 
from waters of this kind, which we do not fufficiently examine. I have frequently 
obferved abundance of minute infcfls in w.itcr, which has been remarkable for its. 
clearnefs. Almoffc each houfc in Albany has its well, the water of which is applied to 
common ufe ; but for tea, brewing, and waffling, they commonly take the water of the* 
river Hudfon, which flows clofc by the town. This water is generally quite muddy, 
and very warm in fummer ; and, on that account, it is kept in cellai*s, in order that the 
llime may fubfide, and that the water may cool a little. 

We lodged with a gunfmith, who told us, that the heft charcoals fcA" the forge 
were made of the black pine. The next in goodnefs, in his opinion, were charccviis 
made of the beech-tree.. 

i’ho 
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The befl: and deareft fta:ks for his mufkets were made of the wood of the wild 
cherry-tree ; and next to tnefe he valued thofe of the red maple moft. Th^ fcarce 
make ufe of any other wood for this purpofe. The black walnut'^tree affords excel- 
lent wood for flocks ; but it docs not grow in the neighbourhood of Albany. 

June aifl. Next to the town of New York, Albany is the principal town, or at 
lead, the moft wealthy, in the province of New York. It is fituated on the declivity of 
a hill, dole to the wcflcrn fhore of the river Hudfon, about one hundred and forty-fix 
•Englifh miles from New York. The town extends along the river, which Sows 
herefrom N.N.E. toS.S.W. The, high mountains in the weft, above the town, 
bound the profped on that fide. There are two churches in Albany, an Englilh one 
and a Dutch one. The Dutch church Hands at fomc diftance from the river, oh the 
call fide of the market. It is built of Hone ; and in the middle it has a fraall fteeple, 
w ith a bell. It has but one minifter, who preaches twice every Sunday. The Knglifli 
church is fituated on the hill, at the weft end of the market, direftly under the fort. 
It is likewife built of Hone, but has no fteeple. There was no fervice at this church at 
this time, becaufe they had no minifter; and all the people underftood Dutch, the 
garrifon exdeptcd. The minifter of this church has a fettled income of oiu; hundred 
pounds fterling, which he gets from England. The town-hall lies to tiie fouthn ani 
of the Dutch church, clofe by the river fide. It is a fine building of ftone, three 
florics high. It has a fmall tower or fteeple, with a bell, and a gilt ball and vane at 
the top of it. 

The houfes in this town are very neat, and partly built with Hones covered with 
fhingles of the white pine. Some are fluted with tiles from Holland, becaufe the clay 
of this neighbourhood is not reckoned fit for tiles. ,Moft of the houfes arc built in 
the old way, with the gable-end towards the ftreet ; a few excepted, which were 
lately built in the manner now ufod. A great number of houfes were built like thofe 
of New Brunfwick, which I have deferibed ; the gable-end being built, towards the 
ftreet, of bricks, and all the other walls of planks. The oulfido of the houfes is never 
covered with lime or mortar, nor have I feen it praftifed in any North American 
towns which I have vifited ; and the walls do not feem to be damaged by the air. 
J’he gutters on the roofs reach almoft to the middle of the ftreet. This preferves the 
walls from being damaged by the rain, but is extremely difagreeablc in rainy weather 
for the people in the llrects, there being hardly any means of avoiding the water from 
the gutters. J he ftreet-doors are generally in the middle of the houfes; and on bot'i 
fidcs are feat.s, on which, during fair weather, the people fpend almoft.the whole day, 
cfpecially on thofe which arc in the fhadow of the houfes. In the <jvcning tbcfo feats 
are covered with people of both fc.xes ; but this is rather troublefome, as thofe who 
pafs by are obliged to gretrf every body, unlcfs they will fhock the politencfs of the 
inhabitants of tliis town. The ftreets are broad, and fome of them are paved ; in 
feme parts they are lined with trees ; the h>ng ftreets are almoft parallel to the river, 
and the others interfeft them at right angles. 'I’he ftreet which goes between the two 
churches is five times broadcT than the others, and ferves as a market-place, 'i'he 
ftreets upon the whole are very dirty, becaufe the people leave their • cattle in them 
during the fummer nights. There are two market-places in tl)e town, to which the 
country people refort twice a week. 

The fort »iics higher than any other building, bn a high fteep hill on the weft fide of 
th^ town. It is a great building of ftone, furxoundcd with high and thick walls ; its 
fituation is very bad, as it can only ferve to keep oft" plundering pariic.s, without being 
* ^6 able 
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able to fuftdn a fiege. There are numerous high hills to*the weft of the fort, which 
command it, and from whence one may fee all that is donl\ within it. There is com- 
monly an officer and a number of foldiers quartered in it. They Jay the fprt contains a 
Ipring of water. 

The fituation of Albany is very advantageous in regard to trade. The river Hudfon, 
which flows clofe by it, is from twelve to twenty feet deep. There is not yet any quay 
made for the better lading of the yachts, becaufe the people feared it would fuJFer 
greatly, or be entirely carried away in fpring by the ice, which then comes down the 
river ; the veffels which are in ufe here may come pretty near the fliore in order to be * 
laden, and heavy goods are brought to them u^on canoes tied together. Albany 
carries on a confiderable commerce with New York, chiefly in furs, boards, wheat, 
flour, peafe, feveral kinds of timber, &c. There is not a place in all the Britilh 
colonies, the Hudfon’s Bay fettlements excepted, where fuch quantities of furs and 
Jkins are bought of the Indians as at Albany. Moft of the merchants in this town 
fend a clerk or agent to Ofwego, an EngliJh trading town upon the lake Ontario, to 
which the Indians refort with their furs. I intend to give a more minute account of 
this place in my journal for the year 1750. The merchants from Albany fpend the 
whole fummer at Ofwego, and trade with many tribes of Indians who come to them 
with their goods. Many people have aJTured me, that the Indians are frequently 
cheated in difpofing of their Ijoods, efpecially when they are in liquor, and that fome- 
times they do not get one half of the value of their goods. I have been a witnefs to 
feveral tranfaftions of this kmd. The merchants of Albafay glory in thefe tricks, and 
are highly pleafed when they have given a poor Indian a greater portion of brandy than 
he can bear, and when they can after that get ail his goods for mere trifles. The 
Indians often find, when they Ire fober' again, that they have been cheated, they 
grumble fomewhat, but are foon fatisfied when they reflefl: that they have for once 
drank as much as they are able, of a liquor which they value beyond any thing elfe in 
the whole world, and they arc quite infenfible to their lofs if they again get a draught 
of this nedar. Befides this trade at Ofwego, a number of Indians come to Albany 
from feveral parts, efpecially from Canada ; but from this latter place, they hardly 
bring any thing but beaver>lkins. There is a great penalty in Canada for carrying furs 
to the EngliJh, that trade belonging to the Trench Weft India Company ; notwith- 
ftanding which the French merchants in Canada carry on a confiderable fmuggling 
trade. They fend their furs, by means of the Indians, to their correfpondents at 
Albany, who purchafe it at the price which they have fixed upon with the French 
merchants. The Indians take in return feveral kinds of cloth, and other goods, which - 
may be got here af a lower rate than thofe which arc fent to Canada from France. 

The greater part of the merchants at Albany have extcnfive eftates in the country, 
and a great deal of wood. If their eftates have a little brook, they do not fail to ered 
a faw-mill upon it for fawing boards and planks, with which commodity many yachts 
go during the whole fummer to New York, having fcarce any other lading than 
boards. 


Many people at Albany make the wampum of the Indians, which is their ornament 
and their money, by grinding feme kinds of Jhells and mufcles ; this is a confiderable 
profit to the inhabitants. I Jhall fpeak of this kind of money in the fequel. The 
extenJive trade which the inhabitants of Albany carry on, and their fparing manner of 
life, in the Dutch way, contribute to the confiderable wealth whicti many of them 
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The inbabitants of Albanv and its environs are almoft all Dutchmen. They fpc:^ 
Dutch, have Dutch preacl^'rs, and divine fervice is performed in that language ; their 
manners are likewife quite Dutch ; their drefs is however like that of the Englifh. It 
is well known that the firft Europeans who fettled in the province of New York were 
Dutchmen. During the time that they were the mafters of this province, they pofTefled 
therafclvesof New Sweden*, of which they were jealous. However, the pleafure of 
poflefling this conquered land and their own, was but of'fliort duration; for towards 
^the end of 1664, Sir Robert Carre, by order of King Charles the Second, went to 
New York, then New Anifterdam, and took it. Soon after Colonel Nichols went to 
Albany, which then bore the nam6 of Fort Orange, and upon taking it, named it 
Albany, from the Duke of York’s Scotch title. The Dutch inhabitants were allowed 
eiflic r to continue where they were, and, under the proteflion of the F.nglifli, to 
enjoy all their former privileges, or to leave the country, 'riu; greater part of 
them cfeofc to ftay, and from them the Dutchmen are defeended, who now live in 
the province of New York, and who polfefs the greateft and belt ellates in that pro- 
vince. 

The avarice and felfiflinefs of the inhabitants of Albany are very well known 
throughout all North America, by the Englilh, by the French, and even by the 
Dutch, in the lower part of New York province. If a Jew, who nnderllands the art 
of getting forward perfectly well, Ihould fettle anionglt them, they would not fail to 
ruin him. For this rcafon nobody comes to this place without the moll profling nccef- 
fity ; and therefore I was alked in feveral places, what induci-d me to go to it, two 
years one after another. I likewife found that the judgment, which people formed of 
them, was not without foundation. For though they fcldom fee any ftrangers, (except 
thofe who go from the Britilh colonics to Canada and back again) and one might there- 
fore expeft to find viftuals and accommodation for travellers cheaper than in places 
where travellers always refort to, yet I experienced the contrary, i was lierc obliged 
to pay for every thing twice, thrice, and four times as dear as in any part of North 
America which 1 have pafled through. If I wanted their afliftance, 1 was obliged to 
pay them very well for it, and wdicn I wanted to purchafe any thing, or to be helped 
infomc cafe or other, I could prefently fee w hat kind of blood ran into their veins ; for 
k. they either fixed exorbitant prices for their fervices, or were very backward to aflifl 
me. Such was this people in general. TIow'cvcr, there were fomc amongll them who 
equalled any in North America, or any where clfe, in politonefs, equity, goodnefs, 
and readinefs to ferve and to oblige ; but their number iell lar fliort of .that of the for- 
* mer. If 1 may be allowed to declare my conjccliinis, the origin of,tho iuhjibitants of 
Albany and its neighbourhood feems to me to be as follows. Whilll tlie Dutch poflefled 
this country, and intended to people it, the government took up a pack of vagabonds, 
of which they intended to clear the country, and fent them along with a number of 
other fettlers to this province. The vagabonds w'crc fenr far from the other colonifls, 
upon the borders* towards the Indians and other enemies, and a few honeft families 
were perfuaded to go with them, in order to keep them in bounds. I cannot any 
other way account for the difference between the inhabitants of Albany, and the other 
defeendants of fo refpedlable a nation as the Dutch, who arc fettled in the lower part 
of New York province. The latter arc civil, obliging, juft in the prices, and fincere ; 
and though tjiey are not ceremonious, yet they are well meaning and honeft, and their 
promifes are to be relied on. 

C 

* New jerfey and part of Pcnfylvana were formerly comprifed under this name. 
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The behaviour of the inhabitants of Albany, during thj war between England and 
France, which was ended wjth the peace of Aix la Chapelt, has, among feveral other 
caufes, contributed to make them the objeft of hatred in all the Britifh colonies, but 
more efpecially in New England. For at the beginning of that war, when the Indians 
of both parties had received orders to commence hollilities, the Frencli engaged theirs 
to attack the inhabitants of New England ; which they faithfully executed, killing 
every body they met with, .and carrying off whatever they found. During this time 
the people of Albany remained neutral, and carried on a great trade with the very 
Indians who murdered the inhabitants of New England. The plate, fuch as filvcr-* 
fpoons, bowls, cups, &c. of which the Indians rabbed the houies in New England, 
was carried to Albany, for fale. I'he people of that town bought up thefe lilver 
vcflels, though the names of the owners were graved on many of them, and en- 
couraged the Indians to get more of them, promifing to pay them well, and what- 
ever they would demand. This was afterwards interpreted by the inhabitants of* 
New England, as if the Albanians encouraged the Indians to kill more of the people, 
w'ho were in a manner their brothers, and who were fubjefts of the fame crown. 
Upon the firfl; news of this behaviour, which the Indians themfelvcs fpread in New 
England, ihe inhabitants of the latter province were greatly incenfed, and threatened, 
that the firft ftep they would take in another war, would be to burn Albany, and the 
adjacent parts. In the prefent war it would fufliciently appear how backward the otliet 
Britifli provinces in America are in aflifting Albany, artd the neighbouring places, in 
cafe of an attack from the French or Indians*. The hatred which the Englifli bear 
againft the people, at Albany, is v,cry great, but titat of the Albanians againft the 
Englifli is carried to a ton times higher degree. Tliis hatred has fubftllcd ever fincc the 
time when the Englifli coiiquei*ed this ccflintry, and is not yet extinguiflicd, though 
they could never have got fuch advantages under the Dutch government, as they have 
obtained under thai of the Englifli. For, in a manner, their privileges are greater 
than tliofc of Englilhmcn, 

The inhabitants of Albany are much more fparing than the Englifli. The meat 
which is ferved up is often infiiflicient to fatLsfy the Ifomach, and the bowl does not 
circulate fo freely as amongft the Englilh. The women are pcrfedlly well acquainted 
with ccconomy j they rife early, go to llecp very late, and are almoft over-nice and 
clctinly in regard to the floor, which is frequently fcoured feveral times in the week. 
The fervants in the town arc chiefly negroes. Some of the inhabitants wear their own 
hair, but it is very fliort, without a bag or queue, which are looked upon as the 
charaftcriltics "bf Frenchmen ; and as 1 wore my hair in a bag the firft day I came • 
here from Canada, I was furrounded with children, who called me Frenchman, and 
fomc of the boldeft offered to pull at my French drefs. 

Their moat, and manner of drefllng it, is very different from that of the Englifli. 
Their bre akfaft is tea, commonly without iSilk. About thirty or forty years ago, tea 
was unknown to them, and they breakfafted either upon bread and Inuter, or bread 
and milk. They never put fugar into the cup, but take a fraall bit of it into their 
mouths whilft they drink. Along with the tea they eat bread and butter, with flices 
of hung beef. Cofl'cc is not iifual hci’e ; they breakfaft generally about feven. Their 
dinner is butter-milk and bread, to which they fometimes add fugar, then it is a de- 
licious dilh for them j or frcfli milk and bread ; or boiled or roafted Jlelh. They 
fometimes make ufe of butter-milk inftead of frefli milk, to boil a thin kind of porridge 
^ • 

' * Mr. Kalni publitlied tbh third volume juft during the time of the lalt war. F. 
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withy which taftes very fouiv but not difagreeable in hot weather. To each dinner they 
have a great fallad, prepare with abundance of vinegar, and very little or no oil. 
They frequently eat butter-milk, bread, and fallad, one mouthful after another. Their 
fupper is generally bread and butter, and milk and bread. They fometimes eat cheefc 
at breakfaft and at dinner ; it is not in flices, but feraped or rafped, fo as to refemble 
coarfe flour, which they pretend adds to the good tafte of cheefe. They commonly 
drink very final 1 beer, or pure water. 

The governor of New York often confers at Albany with the Indians of the Five 
‘Nations, or the Iroquefe, (Mohawks, Senekas, Cayiigaws, Onondagoes, and Onidoes) 
efpecially when they intend either to'makc war upon, or to continue a war againft the 
French. Sometimes their deliberations likewife turn upon their converfion to the 
chriflian religion, and it appears by the anfwcr of one of the Indian chiel's, or Sachems, 
to Governor Hunter, at a conference in this town, that the Englifli do not pay fo much 
‘ attention to a work of fo much confequcncc as the French do, and that they do not fond 
fuch able men to inftrud the Indians as they ought to do *. For after Governor 
Hunter had prefented thefe Indians, by order of Queen Anne, with many clothes, and 
other prefents, of which they were fond, he intended to convince them ftill more of 
Her Majefty's good-will, and care for them, by adding, that their good mother, the 
Queen, had not only generoufly provided them with fine clothes for their bodies, but 
likewife intended to adorn their fouls, by the preaching of Vhe gofpel ; and that to this 
purpofe fome minifters fliould be fent to them to inllrucl them. The governor had 
fcarcc ended, when one of the oldeft Sachems got up, and anfwercd, that in the name 
of all the Indians, he thanked their gracious good Queen and mother for the fine clothes 
(he had fent them ; but that in regard to the minifters, they had already had fome among 
them (whom he likewife named), who inftea'd of preaching the holy gofpel to them, 
had taught them to drink to excefs, to cheat, and to quarrel among thcmfelves. He 
then entreated the governor to take from them thefe preachers, and a number of Euro- 
peans who refided amongft them ; for before they were come among thetn, the Indians 
had been an honeft, fober, and innocent people, but mod of them became rogues now. 
That they had formerly had the fear of God, but that they hardly believed his exiftence 
at prefent. That if he (the governor) would do them any favour, he fliould fend two 
. or three blackfmiths amongft them, to teach them to forge iron, in which they were un- 
experienced. The governor could not forbear laughing at this extraordinary fpeech. 
1 think the words of St. Paul not wholly unapplicable on this occafion : For the name 
of God is blafphemed amongft the Gentiles, through you *. 

June 21 ft. About five o*clock in the afternoon we left Albany, and'^proceeded to- 
wards Canada. We had two men with us, who were to accompaiiy us to the firft 

• 

• Mr. Kalm is, 1 believe, not rightly informed. The French ecclcfiaflics have allured fome few wretclicd 
Indians to their religion and interell, and fettled them in final) villages ^ but by the accounts of thi rr be- 
haviour in. the fevcral wars of the French and tngJifli, they were always guilty of the greatell cruelties and 
brutalities ; and more* fo than ihclr heathen countrymen ; and therefore it feems that they have been 
rather pet verted than converted. On the other hand, the bngliih have tranflated lire bible into the lan- 
guage of the Virginian Indians, and converted many of them to the true knowledge of God ; and at this 
prelent time, the Indian charity fchools and milfions, conducted by the Kev. Mr. Eleaziir Wheelock, have 
brought numbers of the Indians to the knowledge of the true C^od. 'riic fociety for propagating the 
gofpel in foreign parts, fends every year many iniilioiiaries. at their own cxpence, among the Indians. 
And the Moravian brethren are alfo very active in the converfion of Gentiles ; lo that if Mr, Kalni had 
confideied all tliefe rircumllances, he would have judged otlicrwifc of the zeal of the firitifh nation, in 
propagating the golpcl among the Indians. F. 

f komaos ii. 24. 
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•French place, which is Fort St. Frederick, or, as the Englila call it. Crown Point. For 
this fervice each of them was to receive five pounds of Kipw York currency, befides 
which I was to provide them with viftuals. This is the common price here, and he 
that does not choofe to conform to it, is obliged to travel alone. We were forced to 
take up with a canoe *, as we could get neither battocs, nor boats of bark ; and as 
there was a good road alon^ the weft fide of the river Hudfon, we left the men to 
row forwards, in the canoe, and we went along it on the fhorc, that we might be better 
able to examine it, and its curiofitics, with greater accuracy. It is very incommodious 
to row in thefe canoes for one ftands at each end and pufhes the boat forwards. 
They commonly keep clofe to the fliore, that th*ey may be able to reach the ground 
cafily. 'I’hus the rowers are forced to ftand upright, whilft they row in a canoe. 
We kept along the Ihore all the evening, towards the river ; it confifted of great hills, 
and next to the water grew the trees, which I have above mentioned, and which like- 
wife arc to be met with on the fhores of the ifle, in the river, fituate below Albany. 
The catterly fliore of the river is uncultivated, woody, and hilly ; but the weftern is 
flat, ciiliivated, and chiefly turned into corn-fields, which had no drrins, though thej 
wanted them in fome places. It appeared very plainly here, that the river had for 
merly ’ -.‘ii broader ; for there is a Hoping bank on the corn-fields, at about thirty yards 
cliflance from the river, with which it always runs parallel. From this it fuffidcntl) 
appears, that the fifing ground formerly was the fliore of the river, and the corn-fields 
its bed. Asa further proof, it may be added, that the ,fanie fliclls which abound on 
the prefent fliore of the river, and are not applied to any ufe by the inhabitants, lie 
pleniifullv fcatt(?red on thefe fields.' I cannot fay whether this change was occafioned 
by the diiiiinifliing of the water in the river, or by its wafliing fome earth down the 
river, and carrying it to its ficles, or by the river^s cutting deeper in on the fidcs. 

All the grounds were ploughed very even, as is ufual in the Swedilh province of 
Upland. Some were lown with yellow, and others with white wheat. Now and then 
wc faw groat fields of flax, which was now beginning to flower. In fome parts it 
grows very well, and in others it was but indifferent. The exceflive drought which 
had continued throughout this fpring, had parched all the grafs and plants on hills and 
high grounds, leaving no other green plant than the common mullein (Verbafeum 
thapi'us Linn*) which I faw in fcveral places, on the driefl and higheft hills, growing 
in I'pite of the parching heat of the fun, and though the paflures and meadows were 
cxccflively poor, and afforded fcarcc any food at all, yet the cattle never touched the 
mullein. New and rhea I found fields with peafe, but the charlock (finapis arvenfis 
Linn.) kept theip quite under. The foil in molt of thefe fields is a fine mould, which* 
goes pretty deep. 

'J'he* wild vines cover all the hills along the rivers, on which no other plants grow, 
and on thofc which are covered with trees, they climb to the tops of them, and wholly 
cover them, making them bend down with their weight. They had already large 
grapes j wc faw them abundant all this day, and during all the time that we kept 
to the river Hudfon, on the hills, along the Iharcs, and on fome little iilands in 
the river. 

' The white-backed maize-thieves appeared now and then, flying amongft the bulhes : 
their note is fine, and they are not fo large as the hhick maize-thieves- foriolus phoe- 
niceus). We faw them near New York, for the firft time. 


See tlic dcrcriptioii of it, p. 84. 
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We found a watcr-bcoch ^rec (platanus occidentalis) cut down near the road, mea* 
Turing about five feet in diapieter. 

This day, and for fome days afterwards, we met with illands in the river. The 
larger ones were cultivated, and turned into corn-fields and meadows. 

We walked about five Englifti miles along the river to-day, and found the ground, 
during that time, very uniform, and confifl^g of pure earth. The red maple, the 
water-beech, the waior-afp, the wild prune-tree, the fumadi, the elm, the wild vines, 
gnd fome fpedes of willows, were the trees which we met with on the rifing lliores of 
the river, where fome afparagus (afparagus officinalis) grew wild. 

I, WepafTcd the night about fix mil5s from Albany, in a countryman's cottage. On 
the weft fide of the river we faw fcveral houfes, one after another, inhabited by the 
defeendants of the firft Dutch fettlcrs, who lived by cultivating their grounds. About 
half an Englifh mile beyond our lodgings, w'as the place where the tide flops in tlie 
river Hudfon, there being only fmall and (hallow dreams above it. At that place they 
catch a good many forts of filli in the river. 

The barns were generally built in the Dutch way, as I have before dcfcribcd ; for in 
the middle was the thrclhing-floor, above it a place for the hay and ftraw, and on each 
fide ftabics for horfes, cows, and other animals. The barn itfelf was very large. 
Sometimes the buildings in the court-yard confift only of a room, and a garret above 
it, together with a barn upon the above plan. 

June 2 2d. This morning I followed one of our guides to the water-fall near Cohoes, 
in the river Mohawk, before it falls into the river Iliidfon. This fall is about throe 
Englilh miles from the place where 1 pafled the uigfit. The country till the (all is a 
plain, and only hilly about the fall itlelf. 'J'he wood is cleared in nioft places, and the 
ground cultivated, and interfperfed with farm-*hoiifos. 

The Cohoes fall is one of the greateftin North America : it is in the river Mohawk, 
before it unites with the river lludfon. Above and below the fall, the fides and the 
bottom of the river confift of bard rock. I’ht; river is three hundred yards broad 
here. At the fall there is a rock crofiways in the river, running every where equally 
high, and crofting in a ftrait line with the fide which forms the fall. It reprefenus, as 
t were, a wall towards the lower fide, which is not quite perpendicular, wanting about 
"our yards. The height of this* wall, over which the water roils, appeared to me about 
twenty or twenty-iour yards. I had marked this height in my pocket-book ; and 
afterwards found it agreed pretty well with the account which that ingenious engineer, 
Mr. Lewis Evans, communicated to me at Philadelphia, lie faid, that hp had geome- 
trically meafured the broavlth and height of the fall, and found it nine hundred Englifti 
feet broad, and feventy-five feel; high. The reprefentation of this fall, which is here 
joined, has been made by Mr. Pivans. 'llierc was very little water in the river *at pre- 
lent, and it only ran over the fall in a few places. In fuch places where the water had 
rolled down before, ii had cut deep holes below into the rock, fometimes to the depth 
of two or three fathoms, 'i'he bed of the river, below the fall, was of rock, and quite 
dry, there being only a cliar.nel in the middle fourteen feet broad, and a fathom or 
fomewhat more deep, through wLich the water palled which came over the fall. We 
faw a number of holes in the rock, below the fall, which bore a perfect refcmblance to 
thofe in Sweden which we call giants j)ots, or mountain kettles. They diftfered in llze; 
there being isrge deep ones, ami fniall fttullow ones. We had clear unintcrrupteil 
fuu-fhine, nut a cloud above horizon, and no wind at all. However, clofe to ?this fall, 
W'beire the water was in fuch a fmall quantity, there was a continual drizz-fing rain, 

lO occafiont'd 
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occafioned by the vapours which rofe from the water iduricg its fall, and were carried 
about by the wind. Therefore, in coming within a mulket-lhot of the fall, againfl the 
wind, our cloths were wetted at once, as from a rain. TlA: whirl-pools, which were in 
the water below the fall, contained feveral kinds of filh ; and they were caught by 
fome people, who amufed themfelves with angling. The rocks hereabouts confifl of 
the fame black ftone which forms the hills about Albany. When expofed to the air, 
it is apt to fhiver into horizQntal flakes, as (late docs. 

At noon we continued our journey to Canada in the canoe, which was pretty long, 
and made out of a white pine. Somewhat beyond the farm where we lay at night, the 
river became fo fhallow that the men could rearji the ground every where with their 
oars ; it being in fome parts not above two feet and fometimes but one foot deep. The' 
fhorc and bed of the river confifted of land and pebbles. The river was very rapid, 
and againfl: us ; fo that our rowers found it very hard work to get forward againfl the 
ftream. The hills along the fliore confifted merely of foil ; and wore very high antb 
fleep in fome parts. The breadth of the river was generally near two mufket-fhot. 

Sturgeons abound in the river TIudfon. We faw them for feveral days together 
leap high up in the air, efpccially in the evening j our guides, and the people who lived 
hereabouts, afterted that they never fee any fturgeons in winter time, becaufc thefe fifh go 
into the fea late in autumn, but come up again in fpring and flay in the river all the 
fummer. They arc faid to prefer the fhalloweft places in tlie river, which agreed pretty 
well with our obfervations ; for we never faw them leap out of the water but in 
lliallows. Their food is faid to be feveral kinds of conferva:, w hich grow in plenty in 
fome places at the bottom of the river ; for ihefe weeds arc found in their bellies when 
they are opened. The Dutch who* arc fettled here, and the Indians, fifli for fturgeons, 
and every night of our voyage, upon this river, we obferved feveral boats with people 
who llruck them with harpoons. T’he torches which they employed were made of that 
kind of pine, which they call the black pine here. 'I'he nights were exceedingly dark, 
though they were now fhorteft, and though we were in a country fo iiuu;h to the fouth 
of Sweden. The banks of the river lay covered wirh dead fturgeons, \\ liich liad been 
wounded with the harpoon, but cfcapeJ, aiiil died afterwards ; they occafioned an 
infupportable fteneh during thccxcelllve heat of the weather. 

As wc went further up the river, ve law an Indian woman and her boy fitting in a 
boat (T bark, and an Indian wading through the river, with a great cap of bark on his 
hisul. Near them was an i/land cu which there were a number of Indiaus at prefont, 
on account of the fturgeon fifhery. We went to their huts to try if wc cuold get one 
of them to accompany us to V’ert St. Frederick. Oit our arrival we found that all the, 
men w’crc gone •into the wootls a hunting, and we were forced to engage their boys to 
go aud,Iook for them, 'i’hey demanded bread lor payment, and we gave them twenty 
uttle round loaves ; for as thev found that it. was of great importance to us (o ipeak 
with the Indians, they railed ililliculties, anil would not go till we gave them what they 
wanted. The ifland belonged to the Dutch, who had turned it iuiq corn-tields. But 
at prefent they had leai'ed it to the Indians, who planted their m;uzc and feveral kinds 
of mellons on it. They built their huts or wigwams on thus ifland, on a very fimple 
plan. Four polls were put into the ground perpendicularly, over which they had 
placed poles, and made a roof of bark upon them, 'fhey had either no walls at all, or 
they confifted of branches with leaves, which were fi.ved to the poles. Their beds con- 
lifted of deer-fkiiis which were fpread on the ground. Their uteufils wer& a couple of 
fmall Jteftles, and two ladles, and a bucket or two of bark, made fo clofe as to keep 
water. The fturgeons were cut into long flices, and hung up in the fun-Ihinc to dry. 



592 KALM*S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 

and to be ready agsunfl winter. ‘ The Indian woinen were fitting at their work on the 
hill, upon deer>ikins. They never make ufe of chairs, but fit on the ground : however 
they do not fit crofs-Iegge^, as the Turks do, but between their feet, which, though 
they be turned backwards, are not croffed, but bent outwards. The women wear no 
head-drefs, and have black hair. They have a (hort blue petticoat, which reach^ to 
their knees, and the brim of which is bordered with red or other ribbands. They 
wear their fhifts over their petticoats. They have large ear-rings; and their hair is 
tied behind, and wrapped in ribbands. Their wampum, 6r pearls, and their money, 
yvhich is ma(Je of fliclls, are tied round the neck, and hang down on the breaft. This 
is their whole drefs. They were now making feveral kinds of work of Ikins, to which 
they fowed the quills of the American porcupines, having dyed them black or red, or 
left them in their original colour. 

Towards evening, we went from hence to a farm clofe to the river, where we found 
.only one man, looking after the maize and the fields ; the chief of the men not being- 
then returned from the war. 

TTie little brooks here contain crawfilli, which are cxaflly the fame with ours *, with 
this difference only, that they arc fomewhat lefs j however, the Dutch inhabitants will 
not eat them. 

June 23d. We wuted a good while for the Indians, who had proniii’ed to come 
home, in order to fiiew us the way to Fort St. Ann, and to aflifl us in making a boat 
of bark, to continue our voyage. About eight o’clock 'three of the men arrived. 
Their hair was black, and cut Ihort ; they wore rough pieces of woollen cloth, of a 
bright green colour, on their /houlders, a fliirt which covers their thighs, and pieces of 
cloth, or fkins, which they W'rap round the K-gs and part of the thighs. They had 
neither hats, caps, nor breeches. Two of iljem had painted the upper part of their 
foreheads, and their cheeks, w'ith vermilion. Round their neck was a ribband, from 
which hung a bag down to the breafi, containing their knives. They promifed to 
accompany us for thirty fliilHngs ; but foon after changed their minds, and went with 
an Englilhman, who gave them more. Thus we were obliged to make this journey 
without thefe guides, who were, however, honell enough to return us fiitcen Ihiilings, 
which we had paid them before-hand. 

Our lafl; night’s lodging was abi'Ut ten Engllfh miles from Albany. During the laff 
^wrar, which was juft ended, the inhabitants had retremted I’roin thence to Albany, 
bccaufc the French Indians had takem or killed all the people they met with, let the 
houfes on fire, and cut down the trees. 'I’hcrcfore, when the inhabitants returned, 
they found no houfes, and were forced to lie under a few boards which .were huddled 
together. 

The river was almoft a inulket-lhot broad, and the ground on both fides cultivated. 
The hills near the river were fteep, and the earth of a pale colour. 

The American elder (Sambucus occidentalis t) grows in incredible quantities along 
thofe hills, which appear quite white, from the abundance of flowers on the 
elder. 

All this day along, wc had one current after another, full of ftones, which were 
great obftacles to our getting forward. The water in the river w’as very clear, and 
generally ftr'llow, being only from two to four feet deep, running very violently againft 
us in i . ,ii places. The fliore was covered with pebbles, and a grey fand. 1 he hills 
confiitecl of earth, were high, and ftood perpendicular towards the river, which waa 


Cancer Aftacus Linn. 


Sambucus Canadenfis Lino. 


near 
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near two ma(ket*ihot broad. Sometimes the land was cultivated, and fometimes it was 
covered with woods. 

The hills near the river abound with red and white clover. Wc found both thefe 
kinds plentiful in the woods. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they were 
brought over by the Europeans, as fome people think, or whether they were originally 
in America, which the Indians deny. 

We found purflane (portiilaca olcracea) growing plentifully in a fandy foil. In 
gardens it was one of the worft weeds. * 

We found people returning every where to their habitations, which they had been 
forced to leave during the war. 

The farms w'ere commonly built clofc to the river, on the hills. Each houfc has a 
little kitchen-garden, and a ftill leffer orchard. Some farms, however, had large 
gardens. I’he kitchen-gardens afford feveml kinds of gourds, water-melons, and ^ 
kidney-beans. The orchards arc full of apple-trees. This year the trees had few or 
no apples, on account of the frofty nights which had happened in May, and the drought 
which had continued throughout this fummer. 

The houfes hereabouts arc generally built of beams of wood, and of unburnt bricks 
dried by the fun and the air. The beams are firft erefted, and upon them a gable with 
two walls, and the fpars. The wall on the gable is made of boards. I’he roof is 
covered with ffiingles of fir. They make the walls of unburnt bricks, between the 
beams, to keep the rooms warmer ; and that they might not eafily be deftroyed by 
rdn and air, they are covered with boards on the outfitlc. The cellar is below the 
houfc. 

The farms are either built clofe to th? river-fidc, or on tiie high grounds ; and 
around them are large Helds with maize. 

Wc faw great numbers of mufk-rats (caftor zibethicus Linn.) on the Ihores of the 
river, where they had many holes, fome on a level with the furlaco of the water, 
Thefe holes were large enough to admit a kitten. Before and in the entrance to the 
holes lay a quantity of empty Ihells, the animals of which had been eaten by the muik* 
rats*. They are caught in traps placed along the watcr-lide, and baited with fome 
maize or apples. 

The faffafras-trees abound here, but never grow to any confiderable height. 
Chefnut-trees appear now and then. 

The cockfpur hawthorn (crataegus crus galli I.inn.) grows in the pooreft foil, and 
has very long -fpines; which fhews, that it may be very advantageoufly planted in 
hedges, efpecially, in a poor foil. 

This night wre lodged with a ffirmer, who had returned to his farm after the war 
was over. All his buildings, except the great bam, were burnt. 

June 24th. The farm where we pafled the night was the laft in the province of New 
York, towards Canada, which had been left ftanding, and which was now inhabited. 
Further on, we met flill with inhabitants ; but they had no houfes, and lived in huts 
of boards ; the houfes being burnt during the war. 

As we continued our journey, we obferved the country on both fidcs of the river to 
be generally flat, but fometimes hilly ; and large trafls of it are covered with woods of 
fir-trees. Now and then we found fome parts turned into corn-fields and meadows ; 
however, the greater part was covered with woods. Ever fince we left Allxmy, almoff 

* This appears to be a new obfetvation, as Linnxtis, De BuiTon, and Sarraiin, pretend they onlyfeed 
On the acornV, or rceds^ and other ruot«« 
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half-way to Saratoga, the river runs very rapid ; and it cod us a deal of pains to get 
upwards. But afterwards^it becomes vciy deep, for the fpace of feveral miles ; and 
the water moves very flowly. The fliores are very deep, though they are not very 
high. The river is two mulket-fhot broad. In the afternoon it changed its direfijion ; 
for hitherto its direftion was from north to fouth, but now it came from N. N. E. to 
S.S.W. and fometimes from N.E. to S.W. 

Ant-hills are very Icarce in America ; and I do not rehiembcr feeing a Angle one 
, before I ca^e to the Cohoes Fall. We obferved a few in the woods to-day. The ants 
were the fame with our common red ones (formica rufa Linn.) The ant-hills confid 
chiefly of the flate-like mouldered done which abounds here, there being nothing ell'e 
for them. 

Chefnut-trecs grew fcattered in the woods. We are told, that mulberry-trees 
, (morus rubra Linn.) likewife grow wild here, but rather fcarce ; and this is the mod 
northerly place where they grow in America ; at lead, they have not been obl'ervcd 
further to the north. We met with wild parfnips every day ; but commonly in fuch 
places where the land was, or had been, cultivated. Hemp grow's fpontaneuufly, and 
in great abundance, near old plantations. 

The woods abound with wood-lice, which were extremely troublcfome to us. 

The thuya occidentalis Linn, appeared along the (hores of the river. I had notfeen 
it there before. 

The trees which grow along (he fliores, and on the adjacent Iiills, within our fight 
tO'day, are elms, birches, white firs, alders, dog-trees, lime-trees, red willows, and 
chefnut trees. The American elder, (fambucus Canadcnfis Linn.) and the wild vines, 
only appear in places where the ground has b,e<--u fomewhat cultivateil, as if they were 
defirous of being the companions of men. I'hc lime-trees and white walnut-trees are 
the mod numerous. The horn-beams, with inflated cones, carpinus oflrya Linn.) 
appeared now and then j but the water-beech and water poplar never came within fight 
any more. 

We frequently faw ground-fquirrels and black fquirrels in the woods. 

At a little didance from Saratoga, we met two Indians in their boats of bark, which 
could fcarce contain more than one perfon. 

Near Saratoga the river becomes lhallow and rapid again. The ground is here 
turned into corn-fields and meadows, but on account of the war it was not made 
ufc of. 

Saratoga lias been a fort built of wood by the Engllfli, to flop the attacks of the 
' French Indians upon theFiiglifli inhabitants in thefe parts, and to ferve as a rampart to 
Albany. It is fituated on a hill, on the ead fide of the river Hudfon, and is built of 
thick pods driven into the ground, clofe to each other, in the manner of palifades, 
forming a fquare, the length of whofe fides was within the reach of a mulket-fhot. 
At each comer are the lioufes of the officers, and within the palifades are the barracks, 
all of timber. I'iiis fort has been kept in order and was garrifoned till the lad war, 
when the Englifh themfclves in 1747 fet fire to it, not being able to defend them- 
felves in it againd the attacks of the French and their Indians ; for as fbon as a party of 
them went out of the fort, fonic of thefc'^ enemies lay concealed, and cither took them 
all prlfoners, or (hot them. 

I lliall only mention one out of many artful tricks which were played here, and 
which both the Englifh and French who were prefent here at that time told me repeat- 
edly. A party of French, with their Indians, concealed themfclves one nigfit in a 
thicket near the fort. In the monung fome of their Indians, asihey bad previoufly 
/ refolvcd, 
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refoIveJ, went to have a nearer view of the fort. The Englifli fired upon them, as 
ifoon as they faw them at a difiance ; the Indians pretended.to be wounded, fell down, 
got up again, ran a little way, and dropped again. Above half the garrifon riifiied 
out to take them prifoners ; but as foon as they were come up with them, the French 
and the remaining Indians came out of the bufiies, betwixt the fortrefs and the Englifli, 
furrounded them, and took them prifoners. Thofe who remained in the fort had 
hardly time to fliut the gates, nor could they fire upon the enemy, becaufe they equally 
oxpofed their countrymen to danger, and they were vexed to fee their enemies take* 
and carry them off in their fight, and tinder thejr cannon. Such French artifices as 
thefe made the Englifli weary of their ill-planncd fort. We faw fome of the palifades 
ftill in the ground. There was an ifland in the river, near Saratoga, much better 
lituated for a fortification. 'I’he country is flat on both fides of the river near 
Saratoga, and its foil good. 'Fhe wood round about was generally cut down. The . 
ihores of the river are high, fteep, and confift of earth. We faw fome hills in the 
north, beyond the difiaiu foreft. The inhabitants are Dutch, and bear an inveterate 
hatred to all Englifhmcn. 

We lay over night in a little hut of boards, ereftedby the people who were come to 
live here. 

June 25th. Several faw-uiills were built here before the war, which were very 
profitable to the inhabitants, on account of the abundance of wood which grows 
liere. . 

The boards were cafily brought to Albany, and from thence to New York, in rafts 
every fpriiig with the high water ; but all the mills were burnt at prefent. 

This morning we proceeded, up the river, but after we had advanced about an 
Englifli mile, we fell in with a water-fall, which cofi us a deal of pains before wc could 
get our canoe over it. The water was very deep juft below the fall, owing to its hollow- 
ing the rock out by the fail. In every place where we met with rocks in tlio river, 
we found the water very deep, from two to four fathoms and upwards ; becaufe by 
finding a refifiance it had worked a deeper channel into the ground. Above the fall, 
the river is very deep again, the water Hides along filently, and increafes fuddenly near 
the Ihores. On both fides, till you come to Fort Nicholfon, the fliore is covered with 
tali trees. After rowing feveral miles we pafled another water-fall which was longer 
and more dangerous than the preceding one. 

Giants-pots*, which I have deferibed in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifli Academy 
of Sciences, aiHi abundant near the full of the rock which extends acrofs the river. 
The rock was almoft dry at prefent, the river coiitaining very little water at this feafon 
of the year. Some of the giants-pots were I'uund, but in general they were oblong. 
At the bottom of moft of them lay either Hones or grit, in abundance. Some were 
fifteen inches in diameter, but fome were lefs. Their depth was likewife difl'erent, and 
fome that I obferved were above two feet deep. It is plain that they owed their origin 
*0 the whirling of the water round a pebble, which by that means was put in motion, 
together with the fand. 

We intended to have gone quite up to ^ort Nicholfon in the canoe, which would 
have been a great convenience to us ; but we found it inipoffible to get over the 
upper fall, the canoe being heavy, and fcarce any water in the river, except in one 
place where it flowed over the rock, and where it was iinpoflible to get upj on account 
of thejieepnefs and the violence of the fall. We were accordingly obliged to hvive 

This U the literal neantng of the SwedKh word jaette grytor. 

4 G a our 
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our canoe here, and to carry our baggage through unfrequented woods to Fort Anne, 
on the river Woodcreek,^ which is a fpace from forty-three to fifty Englifh miles, 
durilig which we were quite fpent through the excefs of heat. Sometimes we had no 
other way of eroding deep rivers, than by cutting down tall trees, which ftood on their 
banks, and throwing them acrofs the water. All the land we paffed over this after- 
noon was almoft level, without hills and ftones, and entirely covered with a tall and 
duck foreft, in which we continually met with trees ‘which were fallen down, 
•bccaufe no one made the lead ulv, of the woods. We pafled the next night in the 
midd of tlie fored, plagued with mulkitoes, gnats, and wood-lice, and in fear of all 

kinds of fnakes. . , . . . • , , 

June 26th. Early this morning we continued our journey through tlie wood, along 

the river Hudfon. There was an old path leading to Fort Nicholfon, but it was fo over- 
. grown with grafs that we difeovered it with great difficulty. In fomc places we found 

Nicholfo^rthe place on the eadem Ihore of the river Mudfon, where a wooden 
fortification formerly dood. We arrived here foine time belorc noon, and reded a 
while. Colonel Lydius redded here lili tlie beginning of the lad war, chiefly with a 
view of carrying on a greater trade with the French Indians; bur during the war, 
they burnt his houfe, and took his fon prifoncr. The lort was lituatocl on a plain, but 
at prefent the place is all overgrown w'ith a thicker. It was built in the year 1709, 
during the war with Oucon Anne carried on againd the French, and it. was named alter 
the brave Englilh General Nicholfon. It was not fo much a dirt, as a magazine to 
Fort Anne. In the year 1711, when the Englifh naval attempt upon Canada inif- 
carried, the Englifh thcmlelvcs fet fire to thi§ place. The foil hereabouts feenis to be 
pretty fertile, 'the river Hudfon palTcd clofe by here. 

In the afternoon we continued cur journey. We had hitherto lollowcd tlio^talleru 
fhore of the river Hudfon, and gone ahnod due north ; but now we left it and went 
N N. E. or N. E. acrofs the woods, in order to come to the upper end of 
the ri^T Wocdcrcak, which flows to Fort St. Frederick, where we might go in a boat 
from the former place. 'Ihe ground vve pafled over this aiteinooii was geiiei ally flat, 
j’Qjj.jgYiJi'ut low. Sonictiiiies vve faw a little hill, but iiciihci m'/iiiitaiiis 1101 ItoncS;. 
^and the country was every where covered wiili tall and thick lorells. 1 iie trei’s flood 
clofe and afl’orded a fine fliade ; but the pleafure which we enjoyed from it was 
lefl'ened by the incredible quantity of gnats which filled the woods. We found leveral 
plants lu re, but they were far from each other, (as in our woods wlu re ;he cattlu have 
dedroyed them) though no cattle ever came here. 'I’he ground was (;very where thick 
covered with leaves of the lad autumn. In fome places we found the ground over- 
«rrown with great quantities of mofs. '1‘he foil was generally very good, confiding of 
a deep mould, in which the plants thrive very well. Therelore it ieems that it would 
anfwcrvery wellif it were cultivated: however, flowing waters were very fcarce lierc- 
abouts ; and if the woods were cleared, how great would be the efleds of the parching 
heat of the fun, which might then aft with its full force ! 

We lodged this night near a brook, in order to be fufficiently fupplied with water, 
which was not every where at hand durinf this feafon. The mulkitoes, punchins, or 
gnats, and the wood-lice, were very troublefonie. Gur .fear of fnakes, and of the 
Indians, rcntlercd this night’s red very precarious and infecure. 
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fize renders them next to imperceptible ; they are every where carelefs of their h’ves, 
fuck their fill of blood, and caufe a burning pain. 

Wo beard feveral great trees fall of themfelves in the night, though it was fo’*fcaIm 
that not a leaf ftirred. They made a dreadful cracking. 

June a/lh. We continued our journey in the morning. We found the country like 
that which we palTed over ypfterday, except meeting wim a few hills. Early this morn- 
ing \vc plainly heard a fall in the river Hudfon. 

in every part of the forell we found trees thrown down either by ftorms or age f 
but none w'cre cut down, there being no inhabitants ; and though the w'ood is very 
lino, yet nobody makes ufo of it. We found it very difficult to get over fuch trees, 
becaufe they had flopped up almoft all the palTages, and clofc to them was the chief 
refidcnce of rattle-lnakes, during the intenfenefs of the heat. 

yVbout two o’clock this aftenioon we arrived at Fort Anne. It lies upon the river* 
Woodcreek, which is here at its origin no bigger than a little brook. We flayed here 
all this day, and next, in order to make a new boat of bark, becaufe there was no 
poffibility to go down the river to Fort St. Frederick witliout it. We arrived in time, 
for one of our guides fell ill this morning, and could not have gone any further with 
his burthen. If he had been worfe, we fhould have been obliged to flop on his 
account, whiclt would havo put us under great difficulties, as our provifions would 
iboii have been exhauded, and from the defart place where we were, we could not 
liave arrived at any inhaliited place in Id's than three or four days. Happily we reached 
the wifhed for place, and the fick njan had time to reft and recover. 

About Fon Aline were found a number of mice of the common kind. They were 
probably the ofispring of thofe which werobrought to the fort in the foldier’s provifions, 
at the lime when it was kept in a flute of defence. 

We met with fome apple and plumb-trees, which were certainly planted when the 
fort was in a good condition. 

June 28th. The American elm, (ulmus Americana Linn.) grows in abundance 
i:! liie forelts hereabouts. There arc two kinds of it. One was called the white 
i;Im, on account of the infido of the tree being white. It was more plentiful than the 
oth. r Ipocies, which was called the red dm, becaufe tiie colour of the wood was 
reJiiifh. Of the bark of the former the boats made ufe of here are commonly made, 
it being lougltcT than iho bark of any other tree. With the bark of hiccery, which is 
einoioveJ as baft, they iow the ehn-bark together, and with the bark of the red elm 
they join ihe etuis of the boat i'o dole as to keep the water out. They beat the bark, 
between two ftoi/ef. ; or P;:r want of them, between two pieces of W'Ood, 

'1 he. making of ihe boat took up half ydlcrday and all this day. To make fuch a 
boat they pick out. a thick tall dm with a fmooth bark, and with as few branches as 
poffible. This tree i? cut down, and great care is taken to prevent the bark from being 
luirl by falling agaiiiil other trees, or ag-iinfl the ground. With this, view Ibine people 
<lo not fell the trees, but climb to the top of them, fplit the bark, and ftrip it off, 
which was the metluid our carpenter took. The bark is fplit on one fide in a flrait 
line along the tree, as long as the boat is ^tended to be ; at the fame time, the bark 
is carefully cut from the flcin a little way on both fidcs of the flit, that it may more 
cafily feparate ; the bark is then praled off very carefully, and particular care is taken 
not to make any holes into it ; this is eufy when the Tap is in the trees, and at other 
I'eafons the tree is heated by the fire for that!purpofe. The bark thus flript off isfpread 
on the ground in a fmooih place, turning the infide downwards, and the rough out- 
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fide upwards, and to ftretch it better, forae logs of wood or ftones are carefully put 
on iijw which prefs it down, i Then the (ides of the bark are gently bent upwards, in 
order to form the fides of the boat ; fome fticks are then fixed into the ground, at the 
diftance of three or four feet from each other, in the curve line, in which the fides of 
the boat are intended to be, fupporting the bark intended for the fides j the fides of 
the bark arc then bent in the form which the boat is to have., and according to that the 
fticks are either put nearer or further off. The ribs of the boat are made of thick 
‘branches of hiccory, they being tough and pliable. They are cut into feveral flat 
pieces, about an inch thick, and benf into the form which the ribs require, according 
to their places in the broader or narrower part of the boat. Being thus bent, they are 
put acrofs the boat, upon the back, or its bottom, pretty clofe, about a fpan or ten 
inches from each other. The upper edge on each fide of the boat is made of two thin 
■ poles, of the length of the boat, which are put clofe together, on the fide of the boat, 
being flat, where they are to be joined. The edge of the bark is put between thefe 
two poles, and fewod up with threads of baft, of the moufe-wood, or other tough bark, 
or with roots. But before it is thus fewed up the ends of the ribs arc likewife put 
between the two poles on each fide, taking care to keep them at fome diftance from 
each other ; after that is done, the poles are fewed together, and being btmt properly, 
both their ends join at each end of the boat, where they .are tied together with ropes. 
To prevent the widening of the boat at the top, three or four tranfverfe bands are put 
acrofs it, from one edge to tho other, at the diliance of thirty or forty inches from each 
other. Thefe bands are commonly made of hiccoiy, on account of its toughnefs and 
flexibility, and have a good length. Their extremities are put through the bark on both 
fides, juft below the poles, which make the edges ; they are bent up above thofe pules, 
and twilled round the middle part of the bands, where they are carefully tied by ropes. 
As the bark at the two ends oi the boat cannot be put fo clofe together as to keep the 
water out, the crevices are flopped up with the crulhed or pounded bark of the red 
elm, which in that ftate looks like oakum. Some pieces of bark are put upon the ribs 
in the boat, without which the foot would eafily pierce the thin and weak bark below, 
v.'hich forms the bottom of the boat, for the better fecurity of which, fome thin boanls 
jre commonly laid at the bottom, which may be trod upon with more fafety. The 
fide of the bark which has been upon the wood, thus becomes the outfide of the boar, 
becaufe it is fmooth and flippy, and cuts the water with Icfs difticulty than the other. 
The building of thefe boats is not always (juick, lor Ibmctimcs it happens that after 
peeling the bark oft’ an elm, and carefully examining it, it is found piertod with holes 
and fpliis, or it is too thin to venture one’s life in ; in fuch a cafe another elm muft 
be looked out ; and it fometimes happens that feveral elms muft be llripped of their 
bark, before one is found fit for a boat. That which we made was big enough to 
bear four perfons, with our baggage, which weighed foinewhat more than a man. 

All polfible pr9cautionb mull be taken in rowing on the rivers and lakes of thefe 
parts with a boat of bark. For as the rivers, and even the lakes, contain numbers of 
broken trees, which are commonly hidden under the water, the boat may eafily run 
againft a fliarp branch, which would tear ^f the boat away, if one rowed on very fall, 
expofing the people in it to great danger, where the water is very deep, efpecially if fuch 
a branch held the boat. 

To gel into fuch a dangerous veffel muft be done with great care, and for the 
greater fafety, without flioes. For with thei^oes on, and Hill more with a fuddesi leap 
into the boat, the heels may eafily pierce through the bottom of the boat, which might 
‘ 5 foihetimes 
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fomedmes be attended with very difagreeable circumftances, efpecially when the boat is 
fo near a rock, and clofe to that a fudden depth of water ^^and fucb places are cogimon 
in the lakes and rivers here. 

1 never faw the mulkitoes (culex pipiens) more plentiful in any part of America 
than they are here. They were fo eager for our blood that we could not reft all the 
night, though we had furr^unded ourfelves with fire. 

Wood-lice (acarus Americanus Linn.) abound here, and are more plentiful than 
on any part of the journey. Scarcely any one of us fat down but a whole army of 
them crept upon his clothes. They caufed us jis much inconvenience as the gnats, 
during the lalt night, and the fhort time we ftayed here. Their bite is very difagree-^ 
able, and they would prove very dangerous, if any one of them ihould creep into a 
man's ear, from whence it is difficult to extrafl: them. 'I’here are examples of people 
whole cars were fwelled to the fize of the fill, on account of one of thefe infeds creep- 
ing into them, and biting them. 

The whipperiwill, or whip-poor-will, cried all night on every fide. The fire-flies 
flew in numbers through the woods at night. 

Fort Anne derives its name from Queen Anne j for in’ her time it ferved as a fortifi- 
cation againft the French. It lies on the weftern fide of the river Woodcreek, which 
is here as inconfiderable as n brook, of a fathom's breadth, and may be waded through 
in any part, during this feafon. The fort is built in the fame manner as the forts 
Saratoga and Nicholfon, that is to fay, of palifades, within which the foldiers were 
quartered, and at the corners of wijich were the lodgings of the officers. The whole 
conlifted of wood, becaufe it was erefted only with a view to refill irregular troops. 
It is built on a little rifing groiuad which*runs obliquely to the river Woodcreek. The 
country round about it is partly flat, partly hilly, and partly marlhy, but it confifts 
merely of earth, and no ftones arc to be met with, though ever fo carefully fought for. 
General Nicholfon built this fort in the year 1709 ; but at the coiiclufion of the war 
then carrying on againft the French, it (hared the fame fate with Saratoga and Fort 
Nicholfon, being burnt by the Englilh in 1711. This happened with the following 
circumllance : in 1711 the Englifli refolved to attack Canada by land and by fea at 
iJie i'ame time. A powerful fleet failed up the river St. Law'rencc to befiege Quebec, 
and General Nicholfon, who was the greateft promoter of this expedition, headed a 
numerous army to this place by land, to attack Montreal at the fame time from hence; 
but a great part of the Englilh fleet was (liipwrecked in the river St. Lawrence, anc 
obliged to roturn to New England. 'I'he news of this misfortune was immediately 
communicated to General Nicftolfon, who was advlfed to retreat. Captain Butler whe 
cotnmt^nded Fort Mohawk, during my (lay in America, told me, that he had been at 
Fort Anne in 1711, and that General Nicholfon was about to leave it, and to go down 
the river Woodcreek, in boats ready for that purpofe, when he received the accounts 
of the difaftcr which befell the fleet. He was fo enraged, that he qjideavoured to teai 
his wig, but it being too ftrong for him, he flung it to the ground, and trampled on it, 
crying out. Roguery, treachery ! He then fet lire to the fort, and returned. We faw 
the remains of the burnt palifades in the/^ound. And I alked my guides, Why the 
Eiiglilh had been at fo great aii expence in erefting the fort, and why they afterwards 
burnt it without any previous confideration ? They replied, that it wa^ done to get 
money from the government once more, for the rebuilding of the fort, which money 
comipg into fomc people's hands, they wsould appropriate a great part of it to thera- 
felveSi and cre£l again a wretched, inconfiderable fort. They further tpld me, that 

feme 
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fome of the richefl: people in Albany had promoted their poor relations to the places 
for fupplying the army with .bread, &c. with a view to patch up their brokem fortunes; 
and that they had acquired fuch fortunes as rendered them equal to the richefl inha- 
bitants of Albany. 

The heat was cxccllivc to-day, cfpecially in the afternoon, when it quite calm. 
We were on the very fpot where Fort Anne formerly flood ; it was a little place free 
from trees, but furrounded with them on every fide, where* the fun had full liberty to 
heat the air. Afternoon it grow as warm as in a hot-bath and 1 never felt a greater 
heat. I found a diUicuIty of breathing, and it feeraed to me as if my lungs could not 
draw in a fufficient quantity of air. I was more oafed when I went down into the vallies, 
and cfpecially along the Wdodcreek. I tried to fan the air to me with my hat, but it only 
cncreafcd the difficulty of breathing, and I received the greatefl relief when I went to the 
water, and in a fltady place frequently Iprinkied fome water in the air. My com- 
panions were ail very much wei.kcticd, but they did not find fuch difficulty in breathing 
as I had done ; however towards evening the air became fomew'hat cooler. 

June iglh. Having completed our boar, after a great detd of trouble, we continued 
our journey this morning. Our provifions, which wore much diminifhed, obliged us to 
make great liaflc; for by being ebligt^d to can-y every thing on our backs, through the 
woods to h'ort Anne, we could not take a great quantity of, provifions with us, having 
feveral other very necefihry things with us ; and we did always eat very heartily. As 
there was very little water iij the river, and feveral trees were fallen acrofs it, which, 
frequently flopped the boat, I left the men in the boat, and went along the fhore with 
Yungftroem. I’he ground on both fidcsof the river was lb low, that it niufl be under 
water in fpring and autumn. I’hc fhorcs wore, covered \yitfi feveral forts of trees, which 
flood at moderate dillanCes from eacit other, and a great deal of grafs grew between 
them. The trees afibrded a fine ftiade, very ncceflary and agreeable in this hot feafon; 
but the pleafurc it gave was confiderably Icirened by the numbers of gnats which we 
met with. The foil was extremely rich. 

As we came lower down the river, the dykes, which the beavers had made in it, 
produced new difiiculties. Tbefe laborious animals had carried together all forts of 
boughs and branches, and placed acrofs the river, putting mud and clay in betwixt 
^em, to flop the w'atcr. I'hcy had bit off the ends of the branches as neatly as if they 
had been choiiped off with a hatchet. The grafs about thefe places was trod down by 
them, and in the neighbourhood of the dykes wc fometimes met with paths in the grafs, 
where the beavers probably carried trees along. We found a row of dykes before us, 
which flopped us a confiderable while, as we could not get forwards W'ith the boat, till 
we had cut through them. 

* In Sivedfn and in Iluflia it is nfual for people of all ranks to bathe every week at lead one time ; tins 
is done in a ftove heated by an oven, to a furprifing degree, and wiiich is enough to flifle people wlio arc 
not iifcd to it: for eonimonly the heat is increafed by the hot fteam, caufed by throwing red hot Hones 
into water. In t hefe baths, in Koflia, the lower forts of people, men and women, bathe proinifcuoufljr, 
as t)ic Romans^ did, and from whom, as Plutarch obferves, in his Life of Cato, the Greeks adopted this 
indelicate and indecent ciiftom, and which fpread fo much, that the Emperor Adrian, and Marcus Anto- 
nmus were obliged to make laws againft it, but neuher were tliey long obfervcii, for we iiiid foou tltc 
Council of Laodicea obliged to preferibe a canon agwnft this brutal cuilora, and notwithdaiiding this, we 
•find foon after that not only perfons of all ranks, but even clergymen and monks bathed promifctioolly 
with women, in the fame baths ; and from thence, it is probable, this cuflom paffed among the Ruffians, 
when Chr'.lVianity took place among them. Near the bath, in Ruffia, is commonly a pond, where the 
people plunge ill, when quite hot, and in winter they weelter in the fno'w ; and Saturuays it is common to fee 
before the bath naked men and women, each having a (ttindle of rods in lliclr hands, with which they'^eiuly 
beat one aitolher. when in the bath. F. 
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As foon Rs the river was more open, we got into the boat again, and continued our 
journey in it. The breadth of the river, however, did not exceed eight or nine yards, 
’and frequently it was not above three or four yards broad*, and generally fo ihallow, 
that our boat got on with difficulty. Sometimes it acquired fuch a fudden depth, 
we could not reach the ground with flicks of feven feet long. The ftream was very 
rapid in fome places, and very flow in others. The banks were low at firfl, but after* 
wards remarkably high andltecp, and now and then a rock projected into the water, 
which always caufed a great depth in liich places. The rocks confifted here of a grey . 
quartz, mixed with grey liino-ftonc, lying in flrata. The water in the river was very 
clear and tranfparent, and we faw feveral little paths leading to it from the woods, faid 
to be made by beavers, and other animals, which reforted here to drink. After going 
a little more than three Englifli miles, we came to a place, where a fire was yet burning, 
and then we little thought that we had nairowly efcaped death lafl night, as we heard 
this evening. Now and then we met with feveral trees lying acrofs the river, and fome 
dykes of beavers, which were troablelome to us. 

Towards night we met with a French ferjeant and fix French foldicrs, who were 
fent by the commander of Fort St. Frederick to accoiRpany three Engliflimen to 
Saratoga, and to defend them ia cafe of ncccflity, againfl fix French Indians, who 
were gone to be revenged tjn the Englifli, for killing the brother of one of them in the 
laft war. The peace was already concluiled at that time, bat as it had not yet been 
proclaimed in Canada, the Indians thought they could take this ftep j therefore they 
filently got away, contrary to the order of the governor of Montreal, and went towards 
the Englifli plantations. We here Had occafion to admire the care of Providence for 
us, in cfcaping thefe barbarians. Wc found the grafs trod down all the day long, but 
had no thoughts of danger, as wii believeef every thing was quiet and peaceable. We 
were afterwards informed, that thefe Indians had trod the grafs down, and pafled the 
lull night in the place where we found the burning brands in the morning. The ufual 
road which they were to take, was by Fort Anne, but to fliortea their journey they had 
gone an unfrequented road. If they had gone on towards Fort Anne, they would have 
met us without doubt, and looking upon us all as Engliflimen, for whofe blood they 
were gone out, they could cafily have furprifed and (hot us all, and by that means have 
been rid of the trouble of going any further to fatisfy their cruelty. We were greatly 
flruck when the Frenchmen told us how near death we had been to>day. We paiTed 
the night here, and though tlie French repeatedly advifed and defired me not to ven- 
ture any further with my company, but to follow them to the firfl Englifli fettlement, 
and then back to Fort St. Frederick, yet 1 refolved, with the protedion of the Almighty, * 
to continue niy journey the next day. 

We faw iramenfe numbers of thofc wild pigeons flying in the woods, which fomc- 
times come in incredible flocks to the fouthern Englifli colonics, mofl of the inhabitants 
not knowing where they conic from. They have their nefts in the trees here j and 
almofl all the night make a great noife and cooing in the trees, where they rooft. The 
Frenchmen fliot a great number of them, and gave us fome, in which we found great 
quantity of the feeds of the elm, which evidently demonflrated the care of Providence 
in fupplying them with food ; for in May^c feeds of the red maple, which abounds 
here, are ripe, and drop from the trees, and are eaten by the pigeon# during that time : 
afterwards, the feeds of the elm ripen, which then become their food, till other feeds 
ripen for them. Their flefli is the mofl p^atable of any bird’s fiefli 1 ever tailed. 

Alhioll every night, we heard fome tre^ crack and fall, whilfl we lay here in *th? 
woods,, though the air was fo calm that not;i leaf ilirred. The reafon of this break- 
volI kill. 4 H ittg 
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ing I am totally unacquainted with. Perhaps the dew loofens the roots of trees ar 
night ; or perhaps there aye too many branches on one fide of the tree. It may be, 
that the above>mcntioned wild>pidgeons fettle in fuch quantities on one tree as to weigh 
it down j or perhaps the tree begins to bend more and’ more to one fide, from its 
centre of gravity, making the weight alvrays greater for the roots to fuppnrt, till it 
comes to the point, when it can no longer be kept upright, which may as well happen 
in the midlt of a calm night as at any other time. When the wind blows hard, it is 
•reckoned very dangerous to flecp or walk in the woods, on account of the many trees 
which fall in them j and even when it is very calm, there is fomc danger in palling 
under very great and old trees, f was told, in feveral parts of America, that the 
ftorms or hurricanes fometimes only pafs over a fmall part of the woods, and tear down 
the trees in it ; and I have had opportunities of confirming the truth of this obfervation, 
« by finding places in the forcAs, where alnioif ail the trees were thrown down, and lay all 
in one diredion. 

Tea is diflferently efteemed by different people ; and I think we would be as well, 
and our purfes much better, if we were both without tea and cofl'ee. However, I mull 
be impartial, and mention in praife of tea, that if it be ufeful, it muft certainly be fo 
in fummer, on fuch journies as mine, through a defart country, where one cannot 
carry wine or other liquors, and where the water is generally unfit for ufe, as being 
full of infefts. In fuch cafes, it is very relilhing when boiled, and tea is drunk with 
it ; and 1 cannot fulHcienlly .deferibe the fine tafte it has in fuch circumflances. It 
relieves a weary traveller more than can be imagined, as I have myfelf experienced, 
together with a great many others who have travelled through the defart forefts 
of America ; on fuch journeys, tea is found to be almoA as neceffary as vidtuals 

June 30th. This morning wc left our boat to the l'’renchmcn, who made ufe of it 
to carry their provifions ; for we could not make any further ufe of it, on account of 
the number of trees which the french had thrown acrofs the river during the laft war, 
to prevent the attacks of the Englifli upon Canada. The Frenchmen gave us leave to 
make ufe of one of their boats, which they had left behind them, about lix miles from 
the place where we palfed the laA night. Thus we continued our journey on foot, 
along the river ; and found the country flat, with fome little vales here and there, it 
‘was every where covered with tall trees of the deciduous kind ; among which the 
beech, the elm, the American lime-tree, and the fugar.niaple, were the molt numerous. 
The trees Hand at fomc diflance from each other ; and the foil in which they grow is 
^ extremely rich. t 

After we had walked about a Swedifh mile, or flx Englifli miles,, we came to the 
place where the fix Frenchmen had left their bark boats, of which we took one, and 
rowed down the river, which was now between nineteen and twenty yards broad. 
The ground on both fides was very fmooth, and not very high. Sometimes we found 
a hill confiffing of grey quartz, mixed with fmall fine grains of grey fpar. We like- 
wife obferved black ftripec in it ; but they were fo fmall, that I could not determine 
whether they were of gli»nmc*r, or of another kind of ftone. The hills were frequently 
divided into Arata, lying one above an^er, of the thicknefs of five inches. The 
ftrata went from north to fouth ; and were not quite horizontal, but dipping to the 
north. As wc went further on, we faw high and fteep hills on the river-fide, partly 

• On my travtls through the defart plains, beyopd the river Volga, I have had feveral opportunities of 
maaing the fame obiervations on lea; and every traveler in the fame circumllaDcea, will readily all6w them 
tobc veryjud. F. 
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covered with trees ; but in other parts, the banks confift of a fw'arapy turf ground, 
which gave way when it was walked upon, and had fome fimilarity to the fides of our 
marlhes, which my countrymen are now about to drain. * In thofe parts where the 
ground was low and flat, we did not fee any ftones either on the ground or on the 
fofter fhore ; and both fides of the river, when they were not hilly, were covered with 
tall elms, American lime-trees, fugar-maples, beeches, hiccory'-trecs, fome water- 
beeches, and white walnut-tfees. 

On our left we faw an old fortification of ftones laid above one another ; but nobody . 
could tell me whether the Indians or;>rhc Europeans had built it. 

We had rowed very fall all the afternoon, in order to get forward ; and we thought 
that we were upon the true road, but found ourfelvcs greatly miftaken : for towards 
night we obferved, that the reeds in the river bent towards us, which was a mark that 
the river likewife flowed towards us j whereas, if we had been on the true river, it 
fhould have gone with us. We likewife obferved, from the trees which lay acrols 
the river, that nobody had lately pafled that way, though wc fliould have fecn the fteps 
of the Frenchmen in the grafs along the fhore, when they brought their boat over thefe 
trees. At laft, we plainly faw that the river flowed againil us, by feveral pieces of 
wood w'hich floated ilowly towards us ; and w'e were convinced, that we had gone 
twelve Englifh miles and upwards upon a wrong river, which obliged us to return, 
and to row till very late at night. We fometimes thought, through fear, that Ae 
Indians, who were gone to murder fome Englifh, would unavoidably meet with us. 
'J'hough we rowed very faft, yet we were not able tf>-day to get half-way back to the 
place where we firfl left the true rivef. 

I'he moft odoriferous effluvia fometimes came from the banks of the river, towards 
night, but wc could not determine wfiat flowers difl'ul'ed them. However, we 
fuppofed they chiefly arofs from the afclepias fyriaca, and the apocynum andro- 
faiiuifolium. 

The mufk rats could likewife be fmelled at night- They had many holes in the fhores, 
even with the fiirface of the water. 

We pafled the night in an ifland, where we could not fleep on account of the gnats. 
We did not venture to make a fire for fear the Indians fliould find us out, and kill us. 
W^c heard feveral of their dogs barking in the woods, at a great diftance from us, which 
added to our uncafinefs. 

July I ft. 1749. At day break wc got up, and rowed a good while before we got 
to the place wjicre we left the true road. The country which we paffed was the 
pooreft and moft jlifagrceable imaginable. We faw nothing but a row of amazing high * 
mountains covered with woods, fteep and dirty on their fides j fo that we found it 
difficult to get to a dry place, in order to land and boil our dinner. In many places the 
ground, which was very finooth, was under w'ater, and looked like the fides of our 
Swediffi morafles which are intended to be drained ; for this reafon the Dutch in 
Albany call thefe parts the drowned lands *. Some of the mountains run from S. S. 
W. to N. N. E. and when they come to the river, tl .cy form perpendicular fhores, and 
are full of ftones of dificrent magnitudes. The river runs for the dilbnee of fome 
miles together from fouth to north. 

The wind blew north all day, and made it very hard work for us to get forwards, 
though we all rowed as hard as we could, for all our provifions were eaten tp-day at 
breakfaft. The river was frequently an Engliffi mile and more broad, then it became 
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narrow again, and fo on alternately ; but upon the whole it kept a good breadth, and was 
furrounded on both lides l^y high mountains. 

About fix o’clock in the evening, we arrived at a point of land about twelve Engliih 
miles from Fort St. Frederick. Behind this point the river is converted into a fpacious 
bay *, and as the wind ftill kept blowing pretty llrong from the north, it was impoffible 
for us to get forward, fince we were extremely weak. We were therefore 
obliged to pafs the night here, in fpite of the reinonttrances of our hungry ftomachs. 

It is to be attributed to the peculiar grace of God towards us, that we met the abox’e 
mentioned Frenchmen on our journey, and that they gave us leave to take one of 
their bark boats. It leldom happens once in three years, that the French go this road 
to Albany ; for they commonly pafs over the Lake St. Sacrament, or, as the Engliih 
call it, Lake George, which is the nearer and better road, and every body wondered 
why they took this troublefome one. If we had not got their large ftrong boat, and 
been obliged to keep that which we had made, we would in all probability have been 
very ill oft'; for to venture upon the great bay during the leaf! wind with fo wretched 
a veffel, would have been a great piece of temerity, and we Ihpuld have bivn in danger 
of being fiarv'ed if wc had waited for a calm. For being without fire-arms, and thefe 
deferts having but few quadrupeds, we mull; have fubfifted upon frogs and fnakes, 
which, (efpecially the latter) abound in thefe parts. ^ I can never think ol' this 
journey,^ without reverently acknowledging the peculiar care and providence of the 
merciful Creator. , 

July 2 d. Early this morning we fet out on our journey again, it being mocin-fliine 
and calm, and we feared left the wind ftiould chhnge ami become unfavourable to us 
if we flopped any longer. We all row'cd as hard as poflible, and happily arrived about 
eight in the morning at Fort St. Frederick, which the Englifli call Crown Poinr. 
Monfieur Lufignan, the governor, received us very politely. lie was about lifiv 
yea^s old, well acquainted with polite literature, and had made feveral journies into 
this country, by which he had acquired an exafl knowledge of fcvcral things reiative to 
its ftate. 

I w-as informed that during the whole of this fummer, a continual drouglit had been 
here, and that they had not had any rain fince laft fpring. 'J he excellive heat had 
retarded the growth of plants } and on all dry hills the grafs, and a vail number of 
plants, were quite dried up ; the fmall trees which grew near rocks, heated by the 
fun, had withered leaves, and the corn in the fields bore a very wretched afpeft. The 
whkt had not yet eared, nor were the peafe in bloffoms. The ground jvas full of wide 
and deep cracks, in which the little fnakes retired and hid thcmfclves when purl'ued, 
as into an impregnable afylum. 

The country hereabout, it is faid, contains vaft forefts of firs of the white, 
black, and red kind, which had been formerly ftill more extenfivc. One of the 
chief reafons of their decreafe are, the numerous fires which happen every year 
in the woods, through the carelcffnefs of the Indians, who frequently make great 
fires when they are hunting, which fpread over the fir woods when every thing 

Great efforts are made here for the advancement of natural hiftory, and there are 
few places in the world where fuch gootl regulations are made for this ufeful purpole, 
all which ife chiefly owing to the care aisd v.eal of a Angle perfon. From hence it 
appears, how well a ufclul fcience is recciyed and fet ofl, when the leading men ol a 
country are its patrons. The governor of the fort was pleafed to Ihew me a long paper, 

8 which 
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’ which the then governor-general of Canada* the Marquis la Galiflonniere* had fent 
him. It was the fame marquis* who* fome years after, a$ a French admiral* engaged 
the Englilh fleet under Admiral Byng, the confequence of which was the conquefl: of 
Minorca. In this writing, a number of trees and plants are mentioned, which grow 
in North America, and deferve to be colleded and cultivated on account of their 
ufeful qualities. Some ofjthem are deferibed, among which is the polygala fenega, or 
rattle-fnake-root } and with feveral of them the places where they grow arc mentioned. 
It is further requefted that all kinds of feeds and roots be gathered here ; and, to aflift 
fuch an undertaking, a method of preferving the^gathered Jfeeds and roots is preferibed, 
fo that they may grow and be fent to Paris. ‘'Specimens of all kinds of minerals arc 
required ; and all the places in the French fettlements are mentioned, where any ufeful 
or remarkable flone, earth, or ore has been found. There is likewife a manner of 
making obfervations and colledions of curioflties in the animal kingdom. To thefe 
rcquelfs it is added, to enquire and get information, in every pofliblc manner, to what 
purpofe, and in what manner the Indians employ certain plants and other produftions 
of nature, as medicines, or in any other cafe. I'his ufeful paper was drawn up by 
order of the Marquis la GalilTonnierc, by M. Gaultier, the royal phylician at Quebec, 
and afterwards corrected and improved by the Marquis’s own hand. He had feveral 
copies made of it, w'hich he fent to all the officers in the forts, and likewife to other 
learned men who travelled in the country. At the end of the writing is an injundion 
to the officers, to let the governor-general know which of the common foldiers had 
ul'ed the greateft diligence in the ^ifeovery and coilcdion of plants and other natural 
curiofities, that he might be able to promote them, when an opportunity occurred, to 
places adapted to their refpedive capacities, or to reward them in any other manner. 
1 found that the people of diftinftion, in general here, had a much greater tafte for 
natural hiftoi*y and other parts of literature than in the Englilh colonies, where it was 
every body’s foie care and employment to (crape a fortune together, and where- the 
fcii'iiccs W'cre held in univerfal contempt *. It was flill complained of here, that thofe 
who ftudied natural hiftory, did not I'ufficiently enquire into the medicinal ufo of the 
plants of Canada. 

'I'he French, who are bom in France, are faid to enjoy a better health in Canada than 
in their native country, and to attain to a greater age than the French bora in Canada. 
1 was likewife afliircd that the European Frenchmen can do more work, and perform 
more journics in winter, without prejudice to their health, than thofe born in this country. 

♦ It feemsj Mr..KaIm has forjcrotten his own aflcrti’ons in the former part of tills work. Dr. Colilen, 
Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Bartram, have been the great promoters and invclligaiors of nature in this ouuniry ; 
and ho'w would the inhabitants of Old England have gotten the fine collections of North American trees* 
flirnhs, and plants, wliich grow at prefent almoR in every garden, and are as if it were naturalized in 
Old England, had they not been aiCllcd by their friends, and by the cur if ms in Norili America. One 
needs only call an eye on Dr. Linnxus’s new edition of his Syitema, and the repeated meiicion of Dr. Gar- 
den, in order to be convinced that the Knglifh in America have contributed it greater fliare Cowards 
promoting natural hillory than any nation under heaven, aid certainly moie rliaii the French, though 
their learned men are often Irandfomely penfiontd by their great monarch : on the otlicr hand liic Englilh 
fludy that branch of knowledge, from the foie motive of its utility, and the plekfureit sitlurds to a think- 
ing being, without any of thofe mercenary viewb held forth to the learned ot other counuies. And as to 
the other pans of literature, the Englilh in .^Vmerica are undoubtedly fnperior to the French in Canada, 
witnefs the many ufeful iiillitutions, collegts, and fchools founded hi the Englilh colonies in North 
Amerira, and fo many very confiderable libraries now trci^tii|g in this country, which contain fuch a choice 
of ujfeful and curious books, as were very little known in Canada before it fell into the hands of the FiPglilh; 
not to mention the produdllons of original genius w.Mtten by Americans burn. F* 
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The intermitting fever which attacks the Europeans on their arrival in Penfylvania, and 
which, as it were, makes the^ climate familiar to them, is not known here, and the people 
are as well after their arrival as before. The Englifh have frequently obferved, that 
thofe who are bom in America of European parents, can never bear fea-voyages, and 
go to the different parts of South- America, as well as thofe bora in Europe. The 
French bora in Canada have the fame conftitutions ; and when any of them go to the 
Weft-India illands, fuch as Martinique, Domingo, &c., and make fome ftay there, they 
•commonly fall fick, and die foon after : thole who fall ill there feldom recover, unlefs 
they are brought back to Canada. On the contrary, thofe who go from France to 
thofe illands can more cafily bear the climate, and attain a great age there, which I 
heard confirmed in many parts of Canada. 

July 5th. Whilft we were at dinner, we fevcral times heard a repeated difagreeable 
out-cry, at fome diftance from the fort, in the river Woodcrcek. Mr. Lufignan, the 
governor, told us this cry was no good omen, bccaufe he could conclude from it that 
the Indians, whom wc efcaped near Fort Anne, had compleated their defign of reveng- 
ing the death of one of their brethren upon the Englilh, and that their fhouts Ihewcd 
that they had killed an Englilhman. As foon as I came to the window, I faw their boat, 
with a long pole at one end, on the extremity of which they had put a bloody Ikull. 
As foon as they were landed, wc heard that they, being ftx in number, had continued 
their journey (from the place where we had marks of their palling the night), till they 
had got within the Englilh boundaries, where they found a man and his fon employed 
in mowing the com. They crept on towards thjs man, and Ihot him dead upon the 
fpot. This happened near the very village, where the Englilh, two years before, killed 
the brother of one of thefe Indians, who were .then gone, out to attack them. According 
to their cuftom they cut off the IkuU of the dead man, and took it with them, together 
with his clothes and his fon, who was about nine years old. As foon as they came 
within a mile of Fort St. Frederick, they put the Ikull on a pole, in the fore part of the 
boat, and Ihouted as a fign of their fuccefs. They were drelTed in Ihirts, as ufual, but fome 
of them had put on the dead man’s clothes ; one his coat, the other his breeches, another 
his hat, &c. Their faces were painted with vermilUon, with which their Ihirts were 
marked acrofs the Ihoulders. Moft of them had great rings in their <!ars, which feemed 
"to be a great inconvenience to them, as they were obliged to hold them when they 
leaped, or did any thing which required a violent motion. Some of them had girdles 
of the Ikins of rattle-fnakes, with the rattles on them ; the fon of the murdered man 
.had nothing but his Ihirt, breeches and cap, and the Indians had marked his Ihoulders 
with red. When they got on Ihore, they took hold of the pole'bn which the Ikull was 
put, and danced and fung at the fame time. Their view in taking the boy, was to carry 
him to their habitations, to educate him inllead of their dead brother, and afterwards to 
marry him to one of their relations. Notwifhftanding they had perpetrated this aft 
of violence in time of peace, contrary to the command of the governor in Montrc'al, 
and to the advice of the governor of St. Frederick, yet the latter could not at prefent 
deny them provilions, and whatever they wanted for their journey, becaufe he did not 
think it advifeable to exafperate them; but when they came to Montreal, the governor 
called them to account for this aftion, and took the boy from them, whom he after- 
wards font to his relations. Mr. Lufignan alked them, what they would have done to 
me and my companions, if they had met us in the defert? They replied, that as it 
was /heir chief intention to take their revenge on the Englilhmen in the village vfherc 
their brother was killed, they would have let us alone j but it much depended on the 

10 humour 
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humour they were m, juft at the time when we firft came to their fight. However, the 
commander, and all the Frenchmen, faid, that what had happened to me was infinitely 
fafer and better. ^ . 

Some years ago a Ikcleton of an amazing great animal had been found in that part of 
Canada where the Illinois live. One of the lieutenants in the fort aflured me, that he 
had feen it. The Indians who were there, had found it in a fwamp. They were 
furprifed at the fight of it, and when they were alked, what they thought it was ? They 
anfwered, that it muft be the Ikcleton of the chief or father of all the beavers. 
It was of a prodigious bulk, and had thick white teeth, about ten inches long. It was* 
looked upon as the fkeleton of an elephant. 'J’h'i! lieutenant affured me that the figure 
of the wliole liiout was yet to be feen, though it was half mouldered. He added, 
that he had not obferved that any of the bones were taken away, but thought the 
Ikelcton lay quite perfect there. I have heard people talk of this monftrous Ikelcton in 
fcveral other parts of Canada *. 

Bears are plentiful hereabouts, and they kept a young one, about three months old, 
at the fort. He had pcrfcftly the fame lhape, and qualities, as our common bears in 
Kurope, except the ears, which feemed to be longer in proportion, and the hairs which 
were differ ; his colour was deep brown, almoft black. He played and wrcftled every 
day with one of the dogs. A vaft number of bear-fkins are annually exported to 
France from Canada. Tht^ Indians prepare an oil from bear’s greafe, with which in 
fummer they daub their face, hands, and all naked parts of their body, to fecure them 
from the bite of the gnats. With this oil they likewifc frequently fmear the body, 
when they are excellively cold, tiwd with labour, hurt, and in other cafes. 'Fhey 
believe it foftens the Ikin, and makes the body pliant, and is very ferviceable to old 
age. • • 

The common dandelion (Leontodon Taraxacum Linn.') grows in abundance on the 
pafturcs and roads between the fields, and was now in flower. In fpring, when the 
young leaves begin to come up, the French dig up the plants, take then: roots t, walh 
them, cut them, and prepare them as a common fallad j but they have a bitter tafto. 
It is not ufual here to make ufe of the leaves for eating. 

July 6th. The foldiers, which had been paid off' after the war, had built houfes 
rouiul the fort, on the grounds allotted to them ; but moft of thefe habitations were no 
more than wretched cottages, no better than thofc in the moft wretched places of 
Sweden ; with that difl’erence, however, that their inhabitants here were rarely 
opprefled by hunger, and could eat good and pure wheat bread. The huts which 
they had creAcd confifted of boards, ftanding perpendicularly clofe to each othett. 
The roofs w'cre * of wood too. The crevices were flopped up with clay, to keep the 
room ‘warm. I'hc fle-or was commonly clay, or a black lime-ftonc, which ks common 
here. The hearth was built of the fame ftone, except the place where the fire was to 
lie, which was made of grey fand-ftones, which for the greateft part confiit of particles 
of quartz. In fome hearths, the ftones quite clofe to the fire-place w'cre lime-ftones ; 
however, I was affiired that there was no danger of fire, efpcciall}^ if the ftones, 
which were moft expofed to the heat, were of a large fize. They had no glafs in their 
windows. 

• The country of the Illinois is on the river Ohio, near the place where the Lngliih have found fome 
bones, fuppofed to belong to elephants. • 

•j- In France the young blanched leaves, which fcarce peep out of molehills, and have yet a yellow colour, 
arc Bntvcrfally eaten as a fallad, under the name of Pifenlii. F. * 

July 
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July 8th. The galium tinftorium is called tifavojauae rouge by the French through* 
out all Canada, and abounds in the woods round this place, growing in a moift but hne 
foil. The roots of this plant arc employed by the Indians in dying the quills of the 
American porcupines red, which they put into fevcral pieces of their work ; and air, 
fun, or water, feldom change this colour. The French women in Canada fometimes 
dye their clothes red with thefe roots, which are but fmall, like thofe of galium utcum, 
or yellow bed-ftraw. 

The horfes are left out of doors dOring the winter, and find their food in the woods, 
'living upon nothing but dry plants, which are very abundant j however they do not fall 
off by this food, but look very fine aijd plump in fpring. 

July 9th. The Ikeleton of a whale was found fome French miles from Quebec, and 
one French mile from the river St. Laurence, in a place where no flowing water comes 
to at prefent. This Ikeleton has been of a very confiderablc fize, and the governor ol 
•the fort faid, he had fpoke with fcvcral people who had fecn it. 

July loth. The boats which are here made ufe of arc of three kinds, i. Bark- 
. boats, made of the bark of trees, and of ribs of wood. 2. Canoes, confiding of a 
fingle piece of wood, hollowed out, which 1 have already deferibed before. They are 
here made of the white fir, and of different fizes. They are not brought forwaixi by 
rowing, but by paddling } by which method not half the ftrength can be applied, which 
is made ufe of in rowing ; and a fingle man might, I think; row as fail as two of them 
could paddle. 3. The third kind of boats are bateaux. They arc always made very 
lar^e here, and employed for large cargoes. They are flat-bottomed, and the bottom 
is mde of the red, but more commonly of the white oak, which refifts better, when it 
runs againfl a ftone, than other w'ood. The fides are made of tiie white fir, becaufe 
oak would make the bateau too heavy. They make plenty of tar and pitch here. 

The foldiery enjoy fuch advantages here as tliey are not allowed in every part of 
the world. Thofe who formed the garrifon of this place had a very plentiful allowance 
from their government. They get every day a pound and a half of wheat bread. 
They likewife get peafe, bacon, and fait moat in plenty. Sometimes they kill oxen 
and other cattle, the flcfli of which is diffributed among the foldiers. All the officers 
kept cows, at the expence of the king, and the milk they gave was more than fufticient 
^ to fupply them. The foldiers had each a fmall garden without the fort, which they 
were allowed to attend, and plant in it whatever they liked, and fome of them had built 
fummer-houfes in them, and planted all kind of pot-herbs. I’he governor told me, 
that it was a general cuftom to allow the foldiers a fpot of ground for kitchen-gardens, 
p.t fuch of the French forts hereabouts as were not fituated near great towns, from 
whence they could be fupplied with greens. In time of peace the IBldiers have very 
little trouble with being upon guard at the fort ; and as the lake clofe by is full of fi/h, 
and the woods abound with birds and animals, thofe amongft them who eboofe to be 
diligent may live extremely well, and very grand in regartj^to’food. Each foldier got 
a new coat every tyro years ; but annually, a waillcoat, cap, hat, breeches, cravat, two 
pair of ftockings, two pair of fhoes, and as much wood as he had occafion for in winter. 
They likewife got five fols * a piece every day ; which is augmented to thirty fols when 
they have any particular labour for the king. When this is confidered, it is not fur- 
ptifing to find the men are very frefti, well fed, llrong and lively here. When a 
foldier foils fick he is brought to the hofpital, where the king provides him with a bed, 

* A ful ia France is about the value of one half-penny fterling. 
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food, medicines, and people to take care of and ferve him. When fome of them alked 
leave to be abfent for a day or two, to go abroad, it was generally granted them, if 
circumftances would permit, and they enjoyed as ufual their lhare of provifions and 
money, but were obliged to get fome of their comrades to mount the guard for them 
as often as it came to their turns, for which they gave them an equivalent. The go- 
vernor and officers il^ere duly honoured by the foldiers ; however, the foldiers and 
officers often fpoke together’ as comrades, without any ceremonies, and with a very 
becoming freedom. The foldiers who are fent hither from France, commonly ferve 
till they are forty or fifty years old, after which they are difmiffcd and allowed to fettle 
upon, and cultivate a piece of ground : but if they’havc agreed on their arrival to ferve 
no longer than a certain number of years, they arc difinilfed at the expiration of their 
term. Thofe who are bom here commonly agree to ferve the crown during fix, eight, 
or ten years ; after which they are difmifled, and fet up for farmers in the country. 
The King prefents each difmiffed foldier with a piece of land, being com monly fortyar- 
pents * long, and but three broad, if the foil be of equal goodnefs throughout ; but 
they get fomewhat more, if it be a worfe ground f. As foon as a foldier fettles to cul- 
tivate fuch a piece of land, he is at firfl: aflifted by the King, who fupplics hirnfelf, his 
wife and children, with provifions, during the three or four firft years. The King like- 
wife gives him a c6tv, and the mod: neceflary inftruments for agriculture. Some fol- 
diers are fent to aflift him in building a houfe, for which the King pays them. Thefe 
are great helps to a poor man, who begins to keep houfe ; and it feems that in a coun- 
try where the troops are fo highly diftinguilhed by the royal favour, the King cannot 
be at a lofs for foldiers. For the better cultivation and population of Canada, a plan 
has been propofed fome years ago, for fending three hundred men over from France 
every year, by which means the bid foldiers may always be difinilfed, marry, and fettle 
in the country. The land which was allotted to the foldiers about this place was very 
good, confining throughout of a deep mould, mixed with clay. 

July I ith. The harrows which they make ufe of here are made entirely of wood, 
and of a triangular form. The ploughs feemed to be lefs convenient. The wlieels 
upon which the plough-beam is placed are as thick as the wheels of a cart, and all the 
wood-work is fo cluinfily made that it requires a horfe to draw the plough along a 
fmooth field. 

Rock-ftones of different forts lay fcattered on the fields. Some were from three to 
five feet high, and about three feet broad. They were pretty much alike in regard to 
the kind of the Hone ; however, I obferved three different fpecies in them. 

Firft, Some confifted of a quartz, whofe colour refcinbled fiigar-candy, and which w.is 
mixed with a black fmall-graincd glimmer, a black horn ftone, and a few minute grains 
of a bro\vn fpar. The quartz was moft abundant in the mixture ; the glimmer was 
likewife in great quantity, but the fpar was inconfiderable. The foveral kinds of ftones 
were well mixed, and thoughtthc eye could diftinguifh them, yet no inftrument couKl 

I 

♦ Anarpent m France contains loo French perches, and each oi thofe FreTich fee! ; tlicri the French 
foot being to the Fn^^ilh as r4.40 to 1352 ; an arpent is about 2346 I'.nirli'ih left, and 8 inches long. 
tSec Ordonnaiiccs dc Louis XIV. fur Ic fait dcs Eaux and ForAto. Paiiri, \oHy. p. 112. F. 

f Mr. Kalm fays, in his original, that the length of an arpent was fo determined* that they reckoned 
84 of them in a French lieuc or league; but as this docs by no mea.i.s ’"gtec wiili the llatutc arpent of 
France, which by order of King Lewis XIV. was fixed at 2 20D feet. Paris HiCafuir., ^lec*tbe preceding 
note) wc thought proper to leave it out of the text. F. 

4 I k*p:irate. 
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ieparate them. The ftone was very hard and eompaft, and the grains of quartz 

looked very fine. . r n i_ i« 

Second, Some pieces confided of grey particles of quartz, black glimmer, and horn* 

done, together with a few particles ot Ipar, which made a very clofe, hard, and com* 
paft mixture, only differing from the former in colour. ^ 

Third, A few of the dories confided of a mixture of white qwrtz and black glim- 
nicr, to which foine red grains of quartz weiT atldcd. U he fpar ^quartz^^ WM mod 
predominant in this mixture, and the glimmer appeared in large flakes. This done 
was iiotfo well mixed as the fonner, and w-as by far not fo hard and fo compaQ, being 
eafily pounded. 

The mountjuns on which Fort St. Frederick is built, as likewife thofe on which the 
above kinds of done are found, confided generally of a deep black limc>done, lying in 
lamellm as Hates do, and it might be called a kind of flates, which can be turned into 
quick-lime by fire This liiiu -donc is quite black ‘in the infide, ^d, when broken, 
appears to be of an exceeding fine texture. 1 here are fonie grains of a dark fpar 
feattered in it, which, together with fome other inequalities, form veins in it. The 
drata which lie uppermeU in the mountains confid of a grey lime-done, which is feem- 
ingly no more than a variety of the preceding. The black limc-ltone is condantly 
found filled with petrifadlions of all kinds, and chiefly the followitig. 

Feaiuites, or petrified odrese peftincs. Thefc petrified Ihells were more abundant 
than any otliers tliat have been found here, and fomeiimes whole drata are met with, 
confiding merely ol a quantity of fhells of this fort, grown^ together ; they are gene- 
rally furall, never exceeding an inch and a half iif length. They are found in two dif- 
ferent dates of petrifaftion ; one fhews always the imprelfions of the elevated and 
hollow furfaccs of the Ihells, without any veftige of the fhells themlelves. In the other 
appears the real fhell dicking in the done, and by its light colour is eafily didinguifhable 
from the done. Both thefe kinds are plentiful in the done j however, the impreflions 
arc more in number than the real fliells. Some of the fhells ai e very elevated, efpecially 
in the middle, where they form as it were a hump ; others again arc depreffed in the 
middle ; but in mod of them the outward furface is remarkably elevated. The furrows 
always run longitudinally, or from the top, diverging to the margin. 

Petrified cornua ainmonis. Thefe are likewife frequently found, but not equal to 
the former in number : like the peftinitm, they are found really petrified, and in ini- 
prcllions ; amongd them were foinc petrified (nails, borne of thefe cornua aramonis 
were remarkably big, and I do not remember feeing their equals, for they meafured 
above two feet in diameter, 

uDiflereiu kinds of/:orals could be plainly Icon in, and feparated 'from, the done in 
Ilyich they lay. Some were white and ramole, or lithophytes } others were darry 
corals, or madrepores •, the latter were rather fcarce. 

I mud give the name of done-balls to a kind of doflps foreign to me, which are 
found in great plenty in fome of the rock-dones. I'hey were globular, one half of 
them projeding generally above the rock, and the other remaining in it. They confilt 
of nearly parallel fibres, which arife from the bottom as from a center, and fpread over 
the furface of the ball, and have a grey colour. The outfide of the balls is fmooth, but 
has a number of fmall pores, which externally appear to be covered with a pale grey 
crud. They are from an inch to an inch and a half in diameter. 

f Marmor fcluAofum, Linn. Syll. 111 . p.40. Mannor iinicolor nigrum. Wall. Min. pag. ^1. n. 2. 
XimC'llatcs, fchiitua calcarcua. Furft. luirod. to Min. p.y. F. 
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Amongft fome other kinds of land, which are found on the Ihores of lake Champlain, 
two were very peculiar, and commonly lay in tlje fame place ; and one was black, and 
the other reddiih brown, or granite coloured. * 

The black fand always lies uppermoil, confifts of very fine grains, which, when 
examined by a microfeope, appear to have a dark blue colour, like that of a fmooth 
iron, not attacked by ruft. Some grains are roundilh, but moft of them angular, with 
Ihining furfaces ; and they fparklc when the fun Ihines. All the grains of this fand, 
without exception, are attraAed by the magnet. Amongfi thefe black or deep blue 
grains, they meet with a few grains of a red or garnet-coloured fand, which is the famo * 
with the red fand which lies immediately under Jt, and which I lhall now deferibe. 
This red or garnet-coloured fand is very fine, but not fo fine as the black fand. Its 
grains not only participate of the colour of garnets, but they are really nothing but 
pounded garnets. Some grains arc round, others angulated : all Ihine and are femi- 
pellucid ; but the magnet has no efleci: on them, and tltey do not fparkle fo much in * 
funfhiue. I’his red fand is feldom found very pure, it being commonly mixed with a 
white fand, confifling of particles of quartz. The black and red fand is not found in 
every part of the fliore, but only in a few places, in the order before mentioned. The 
uppermoil or black fand lay about a quarter of an inch deep ; when it was carefully 
taken off, the land under it became of a deeper red the deeper it lay, and its depth w'as 
commonly greater than lhat\)f the former. When this was carefully taken away, the 
white fanil of quartz appeared mixed very much at top with the red fand, but growing 
purer the deeper it lay. 'I'his wliite fand was above four inches deep, had round 
grains, which made it entirely like a pearl fand. Below this was a pale grey angulated 
quartz fand. In fome places the garnet-coloured fand lay uppermoil, and this grey 
angulated one immediately under it, without a grain of either the black or the white 
fand. 

I cannot determine the origin of the black or ftcel- coloured fand, for it was not 
known here w'hether there were iron nuncs in the neighbourhood or not. But I am 
rather inclined to believe they may be found in thefe parts, as they are common in dif. 
ferent parts of Canada, and as this fand is found on the ihores of almofl all the lakes 
and rivers in Canada, though not in equal quantities. The red or garnet-coloured fand 
has its origin hereabouts ; for though the rocks near Fort St. Frederick contained no 
garnets, yet there are ilones of different fizes on the ihores, quite different from the 
ilones which form thofe rocks ; thefe ilones are very full of grains of garnets, and 
when pounded there is no perceptible difference bctw'ecn them and the red fand. In 
the more nortlierly parts of Canada, or below Quebec, jhe mountains thcmfclvcs con-^ 
tain a great nuirtber of garnets, 'i'hc gamct-coloured fand is very common on the 
Ihores ’of the river St. Laurence. I iliall leave out fcvcral obfervations which I made 
upon the minerals hereabouts, as unintereiling to moil of my readers. 

'I’he apocynum androfieiq^fulium grows in abundance on hills covered with trees, 
and is in full flower about this time j the French call it herbe a le ^puce. When the 
Aalk is cut or tore, a white milky juice comes out. The French attribute the fame 
qualities to this plant, which the poifon-tree, or rhus vermix, has in the Englifli colonies ; 
that its poifon is noxious to fome perfons, and harmlefs to others. The nulky juice 
when fpread upon the hands and body, has no bad effed on fome perfons ; whereas 
others cannot come near it without being bliilered. 1 faw a foldier whofe bauds' were 
bliftered all over, merely by plucking the plant, in order to fliew it me ; and it is faid 
its exhalations afted fome people, when they come within reach of them. It is gene- 
rally alldwed here, that the ladefcent juice of this plant, when fpread on any part of 
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the human body not only fwells the part, but frequently corrodes the Ikin ; at Icnfi 
there are few examples of perfons on whom it had no effect. As for my part, it hu;- 
never hurt me, though in’prefence of fcveral people 1 touched the plant, and rubbed 
my hands with the juice till they were white all over, and 1 have often rubbed 
the plant in my hands till it was quite crulhed, without feeling the leaft inconvenience, 
or change on my hand. Hie cattle never touch this plant. 

My 1 2th. Burdock, or ardtiura lappa, grows in feveral places about the fort ; and 

the governor told me, that its tender dioots arc eaten in fpring as raddilhes, after the 
exterior [ripcl is taken ofi. 

1’he filbn C’.anadciife abounds in the woods of all North America. The French call 
it cerfeuil lauvage, and make ufe of it in fpring, in green loups, like chervil. It is uni- 
verfally praifed here as a wholclbine atUilcorbutic plant, and as one of the bell: which 
can be liad here in fpring. 

The afclepias lyriaca, or, as the French call it, le cotonier, grows abundant in the 
country, on the fidcs of hills which lie near rivers and other fituations, as well in a dry 
and open place in the wooiis, as in a rich loofe foil. When the ftalk is cut or broken 
it emits a laaefeent juice, and for this rcafon the plant is reckoned in fomc degree 
poiibnous. The French in Canada iicverthelcfs ufe its tender iliuots in fpring, pre- 
paring them like afparagus } and the ufe of them is not attended with any bad con- 
fequences, as the Ilcnder Ihoots have not yet had time to 'fuck up any thing poifonous. 
Its flowers are very odoriferous, and when in feafon, they fill the woods with their 
f ragrant exhalations, and make it agreeable to travel in them, efpecially in the evening. 
The French in Canada make a fugar of the flowers, which for that purpofe are 
gathered in the morning, when they are covered all over with dew. This dew is 
cxprclled, and by boiling yields a very good browm; palatable fugar. The pods of 
this plant, when ripe, contain a kind of wool, which enclofes the feed, and refombles 
cotton, from whence the plant has got its French name. 'I'hc poor collect it, and 
fill their beds, efpecially their children’s, with it, inflead of feathers. This plant 
flowers in Canada at the end of June, and beginning of July, and the feeds arc ripe in 
the middle of September. The horfes never cat of this plant. 

July i6th. This morning 'I croffed lake Champlain to the high mountain on its 
weflcni fide, in order to examine the jilants and other curiofities there. From the lop 
of the rocks, at a little diftance from Fort St. Frederick, a row of very high mountains 
appear on the vvcflcrn fhore of lake C.hamplain, extending from fouih to north ; and 
on the caftem fide of this lake is another chain of high mountains, running in the fame 
dircciion. 'I'hofe on the caAcrn fide are not clofe to the lake, bein’g about ten or 
twelve miles from it ; and the country between it and them is low and flat, and covered 
with woods, which likewife clothe the mountains, except in fuch places’ as the 
fires, which deflroy the forefts here, have reached them and burnt them down. 
Thefe mountains have generally lleep fides, but fometimes they are found gradually 
floping. We cr 9 fred the lake in a canoe, which could only contain three pcrfbns, 
and as foon as we landed we w'alkcd from the fhore to the top of the mountains. Their 
fides are very fteep, and covered with a mould, and fome great rock-flones lay tm 
them. All the mountains are covered with trees ; but in fomc places the forefls have 
been deftroyed by fire. After a great deal of trouble, we reached the top of one of the 
mountains, which was covered with a dully mould. It was none of the higheft ; and 
Ibme of thotc which were at a greater di|(lance were much higher, but w’c had no time 
to go to them j for the wind cncrcafeJ, and our boat was but a little one. We found 
no curious plants, or any thing remarkable here. 
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When ve returned to the fhore we found the wind rifen to fuch a height, that we 
did not venture tp crofs the lake in our boat, and for that reafon I left the fellow to 
bring it back, as foon as the wind fublided, and walked round the bay, which was a 
walk of about feven Englilh miles. 1 was followed by my fervant, and, for want of a 
road, we kept clofe to the fhore, where we palTed over mountains and Iharp ftones j 
through thick forefts and deep marOies, all which were known to be inhabited by 
nuinberlefs rattle-fnakes, cf which wc happily faw none at all. The fhore is very full 
of ftones in fome places, and covered with large angulated rock-ftones, which are 
fometimes roundifli, and their edges as it were worn off. Now and then we met with* 
a fmall fandy fpot covered with grey, but chiefly with the fine red fand which I have 
before-mentioned ; and the black iron fand likewife occurred fometimes. We found 
ftones of a red glimmer of a fine texture, on the mountains. Sometimes thefe moun- 
tains with the trees on them flood perpendicular with the water-fide, but in fome places 
the fhore was marfhy. * 

1 faw a number of petrified cornua ammonis in one place, near the fhore, among a 
number of ftones and rocks. The rocks confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is a variety 
of the black one, and lies in a ftrata, as that does. Some of them contain a number of 
petrifactions with, and without fhells ; and in one place we found prodigious large 
cornua ammonis, about twenty inches in breadth. In fome places the water had wore 
oft the ftonc, but could not'have the fame eiFe£l on the petrifadions, which lay elevated 
above, and in a manner glued on the ftones. 

The mountains near the fhore are amazingly high and* large, confifting of a compact 
grey rock ftone, which does not lic'in ftrata as the lime-ftone, and the chief of whofe 
conflituent parts are a grey quartz, and a dark glimmer. 'rhi§ rock*ftone reached 
down to the water, in places w 4 iere the mountains flood clofe to the fhore ; but where 
they were at fome diftance from it, they were fupplied by ftrata of grey and black lime- 
ftone, which reached to the water-fide, and which I never have feen covered with the 
grey rocks. 

The zizania aquatica grows in mud, and in the muft rapid parts of brooks, and is 
in full bloom about this time. 

July J 7th. The diftempers which rage among the Indians are rheumatifms and 
pleurifies, which arife from their being obliged frequently to lie in moil! parts of the 
woods at night ; from the hidden change.s of heat and cold, to which the air is ex- 
pofed here ; and from their being frequently loaded with too great a quantity of ftrong 
liquor, in which cafe they commonly lie down naked in the open air, without any 
regard to the' feafon, or the w^eather. Thefe diftempers, especially the pleurifies, are, 
likewife very cohimon among the French here ; and the governor told me he had once 
a very vu)lent fit of the latter, and that Dr. Sarrafin had cured him in the following 
manner, which has been found to fucce^ beft here. He gave him fudorifics, which 
were to operate between eight and ten hmrs ; he was then bled, and the fudorifics 
repeated ; he was bled again, and that effectually cured him. 

Dr. Sarrafin was the royal phyfician at Quebec, and a correfpondent of the Royal 
itcademy of Sciences at Paris. He was poU’effcd of great knowledge in the practice 
of phyfic, anatomy, and other fciences, and very agreeable in his behaviour. He died 
at Quebec of a malignant fever, which had been brought to that place by a fhip, and 
with which he was infedted at an hofpital, where he vilited the lick, lie left a fon, 
4^ who likewife ftudied phyfic, and went to Frwee to make himfelf more perfedt in the 
practical part of it, but he died there. « 
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The intermitting fevers fometimes come amongft the people here> and the venereal 
difeafe is common here. The Im&ns are likewife infefted with it ; and many of them 
have had it, and fomc flail Have it; but they likewife are perfedly pofleffed of the art 
of curing it. There are examples of Frenchmen and Indians, infefted ail over the 
body with this difeafe, who have been radically and perfectly cured by the Indians, 
within five or fix months. The French have not been able to find this remedy out ; 
though they know that the Indians employ no mercury, bftt that their chief remedies 
.are roots which are unknown to the French. I have afterwards heard what thefe 
plants were, and given an account of them at large to the Royal Swcdifh Academy of 
Sciences*. ' 

We are very well acqumnted in Sweden with the pain caufed by the taeniae, or a 
kind of worms. They arc lefs abundant in the Britifli North American colonies ; but 
in Canada they are very frequent. Some of thefe worms, which have been evacuated 
by a perfon, have been fcvcral yards long. It is not known, whether the Indians arc 
afflicted with them or not. No particular remedies againft them are known here, and 
no one can give an account from whence they come, though the eating of fome fruits 
contributes, as is conjeftured, to create them. 

July 19th. Fort St. Frcnlerick is a fortification on the fouthern extremity of lake 
Champlain, fituated on a neck of land, between that lake and the river, \vhich arifes 
from the union of the river Woodcreck, and lake St. Sacrement. The breadth of this 
river is here about a good mufket-lhot. The Englifli call this fortrefs Crown Point, 
but its French name is derived from the French fecretary of ftate, Frederic Maurepas, 
in whofe hands the direftion and management of the I'Vonch court of admiralty was at 
the time of the creAion of this fort ; for it is to be obferved, that the government of 
Canada is fubjeft to the court of admiralty In Franci!*, and the governor-general is 
always chofen out of that court. As moft of the places in Canada bear the names of 
faints, cuftom has made it neceflary to prefix the word faint to the name of the for- 
trefs. The fort is built on a rock, confifting of blade lime-flates, as aforefaid ; it is 
nearly quadrangular, has high and thick walls, made of the fame lime-fione, of which 
there is a quarry about half a mile from the fort. On the eaftem part of the fort is a 
high tower, which is proof againft bombfliells, provided w'ith very thick and fubftantial 
walls, and well ftored with cannon from the bottom almoft to the very top ; and the 
governor lives in the tower. In the tcrre-plein of the fort is a well built little church, 
and houfes of ftone for the officers and foldiers. Tl]jpre are lharp rocks on all fides 
towards the land, beyond a cannon-(hot from the fort, but among them are fome 
- which are as high as the walls of the fort, and very near them. 

The foil about fort St. Frederick is faid to be very fertile, on both ‘fides of the river ; 
and before the lafl: war a great many French families, efpecially old foldiet^, have 
fettled there ; but the ^ng obliged them ^ go into Canada, or to fettle clofe to the 
fort, and to lie in it at night. A great number of them returned at this time, and it 
was thought that<about forty or fifty families would go to fettle here this autumn. 
Within one or two muikct-lhots to the eaft of the fort, is a wind-mill built of ftone, 
with very thick walls, and moft of the flour which is wanted to fupply the fort is 
ground here. This wind-mill is fo contrived as to fervethe purpofe of a redoubt, and 
at the top of it are five or fix fmall pieces of cannon. During the laft war there was a 
number of foldiers quartered in this mill, becaufe they could from thence look a great 

ilie MtmoirBof that Academy, for tlifyear 1750, page 284. 

The ftiJliiigia lylvatica i$ probably ooc of thefe roots. F. 
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vny up the river, and obferve whether the EngHfli boats approached j which could not 
be done from the fort itfelf, and which was a matter of great confcquence, as the Eng- 
lilh might (if th^ guard had not been placed here) have gone in their little boats clofe 
under the weftem fliore of the river, and then the hills would have prevented their 
being feen from the fort, 'rherefore the fort ought to have been built on the fpot 
where the mill Hands, and all thofe who come to fee it arc immediately ftruck with the 
abfurdity of its fituation. If it had been erected in the place of the mill, it would have 
commanded the river, and prevented the approach of the enemy ; and a fmall ditch 
cut through the loofe lime-ftone, from the river (which comes out of the lake St. Sa- 
crement) to lake Champlain, would have furrounded the fort with flowing water, be- 
caufe it would have been fltuated on the extremity of the neck of land. In that cafe the 
fort would always have been fufiiciently fapplied with frelh water, and at a diftance 
from the high rocks which furrounded it in its prefent fituation. We prepared to-day 
to leave this place, having waited during fome days for tlic arrival of the yacht, which 
plies conflantly all fummer between the forts St. John and St. Frederick : during our 
ftay here, we had received many favours. The governor of the fo.'t, Mr. Lufignan, a 
man of learning and of great politenefs, heaped obligations upon us, and treated us with 
as much civility as if we had been his ^relations. I had the honour of eating at his 
table during my ftay here, and my I'ervant was allowed to eat with liis. We had our 
rooms, See. to ourfelves, and at our departure the governor fupplied us with ample 
provifions for our journey to fort St. John. In fliort, he did us more favours than we 
could have expe^ed from our own countrymen, and the ofltcers were likewife par- 
ticularly obliging to us. '' 

About eleven o’clock in the morning we fet out, with a fair wind. On both fides 
of the lake are high chains of mountains ; with the diflerence which I have before 
obferved, that on the eaftern fliore is a low piece of ground covered with a foreft, ex- 
tending between twelve and eighteen Englifli miles, after which the mountains begin ; 
.and the country behind them belongs to New England. This chain confifts of high 
mountains, which are to be confider^d as the boundaries between the French and Eng- 
lifti poffeflions in thefe parts of North America. On the wefternlhorc of the lake, the 
mountains reach quite to the water fide. 'I'he lake at iirft is but a French mile broad, 
but always encreafes afterwards. 'I'hc country is inhabited within a French mile of the 
fort, but after that, it is covered with a thick foreft. At the diftance of about ten 
French miles from fort St. Frederick, the lake is four fuch miles broad, and we per- 
ceive fome illaads in it. The captain of the yacht faid there were about fixty illands in 
that lake, of which fome were of a confiderable lize. He aifured me that the lake was 
in moll parts fo deep, that a line of two hundred yards could not fathom it ; and dole 
to the fliore, where a chain of mountains generally runs acrofs the country, it fre- 
quently has a depth of eighty fathoms. Fourteen French miles from fort St. Frederick 
we faw four large illands in the lake, which is here about fix French miles broad. 
This day the Iky was cloudy, and the clouds, which were veryjow, feemed to fur- 
round feveral high mountains, near the lake, with a fog ; and from many mountains 
the fog rofe as the i'lnoke of a charcoal*kiIn. Now and then we faw a little river which 
fell into the lake: the country behind thelhigh mountains, on the wefteru fide of the 
lake, is, as I am told, covered for many miles together with a tall foreft, interfered by 
many rivers and brooks, with marlhcs and finali lakes, and very fit to be inhabited. 
The Ihores are fometimes rocky, and fometi^s fandy here. Towards night the moun- 
tains decreafed gradually ; the lake is very Hear, and we obferved neither rocks nor 
q fli^lows 
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(hallows in it. Late at night the wind abated, and we anchored clofe to the fhore, and 
fpent one night here. 

July 20th. This morning we proceeded with a fair wind. The piace where we 
^paffed the nightwas above half way to Fort St. John ; for the diilanceoi that place from 
Fort St. Frederick, acrofs lake Champlain is computed to be forty-one French miles ; 
that lake is here about fix Englilh miles in breadth. The mountains were now out of 
fight, and the country low, plain, and covered with trees.* The Ihores were Tandy, 

, and the lake appeared now from four to fix miles broad. It was really broader, but tiic 
iflands made it appear narrower. 

We often faw Indians in bark-boats clofe to the ihorc, which was however not in- 
habited ; for the Indians came here only to catch Iturgeons, wherewith this lake abounds, 
and which we often faw leaping up in the air. Thcfe Indians lead a very fingular life ; 
at one time of the year they live upon the fmall ftore of maize, beans, and melons, 
which they have planted ; during another period, or about this time, their food is filh, 
without bread or any other moat ; and another feafon they eat nothing but flags, roes, 
beavers, &c., which they flioot in the woods, and rivers. They, however, enjoy long 
life, perfeft health, and are more able to undergo hardlhips than other people. They 
fing and dance, are joyful, and always content ; and would not, for a great deal, ex- 
change their manner of life for that which is preferred in Europe. 

When we were yet ten French miles from fort St. John,* we faw fomc hoiifes on the 
weftern fide of the lake, in which the French had lived before the laft war, and which 
they then abandoned, as it was by no means fafe : they now returned to them again. 
Thefe were the firft houfes and fettlements which tve faw after we had left thofe about 
fort St. Frederick. 

I'here formerly w'as a wooden fort, or redoubt, on’ the eallern fule of the lake, 
near the water-fide ; and the place where it flood was (hewn me, which at prefent is 
quite overgrown with trees. The French built it to prevent the incurfions of the In- 
dians over this lake ; and I was affured that many Frenchmen had been flain in thcfe 
places. At the fame time they told me, that they reckon four women to one man in 
Canada, becaufc annually feveral Frenchmen are killed on their expeditions, which 
they undertake for the fake of trading with the Indians. 

A w'ind-mill built of ftone. Hands on the call fide of the lake on a projecting piece 
of ground. Some Frenchmen have lived near it ; but they left it when the war broke 
out, and are not yet come back to it. From this mill to Fort St. John they reckon eight 
French miles. The Englifh, with their Indians, have burnt the houfes here feveral 
limes, but the mill remained unhurt. ' 

The yacht which we went into St. John was the firft that was “built here, and 
employed on Lake Champlain, for formerly they made ufe of bateaux to fend pro- 
vifions over the lake. The captain of the yacht was a Frenchman, born in this country ; 
he had built it, and taken the foundings of the lake, in order to find out the true road 
between Port St. Juhn and Fort St. P'rcdcrick. Oppofite the wind-mill the lake is about 
three fathoms deep, but it grows more and more fhallow the nearer it comes to Fort 
St. John. 

Wc now perceived houfes on the fhorb again. The captain had otter-fkins in the 
cabin, which were perfefily the fame in colour and fpecies with the European ones. 
Otters are faid to be very abundant in Canada. 

Scal-fkiiis are here made ufe of to cover boxes and trunks, and they often made 
portrftantles of them in Canada. The common people had their tobacco pouches made 

of 
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•of the fame (kins. The feals here are entirely the fame with the SweJiffi or European 
one, which are grey with black fpots. They are faid to be plentiful in the mouth of 
the river St. Lawrence, below Quebec, and go up that river* as far sis its water is fait. 
'They have not been found in any of the great lakes of Canada. The French call them 
loups marins *. 

The French in their colonies, fpend much more time in prayer and external w orlhip, 
than the Englilh and Dutch fettlcrs in the Britifh colonies. The Litter have neither 
morning nor evening prayer in their (hips and yachts, tinci no difference is made between 
Sundsty and other days. 'J’hcy never, or very fcldoni, fay grace at dinner. On the 
contrary, the French here have prayers every morning and night on board their 
(hipping, and on Sundays they pray more than commonly : they regularly fay grace at 
tlioir meals ; and every one of them fays prayers in private as loon as he gets up. At 
Fort St. Frederick all thefoldicrs affcmblcd together for morning and evening prayers. 
The only fault was. th.’.t moft of the prayers were read in Latin, which a great part 
of the people do not iniderftand. Below the above mentioned wind-mill, the breadth 
of the lake is about a inulket-fltnt, and it looks more like a river than a lake. The 
country on I>oth fules is low and flat, and covered with woods. We faw at firft a few 
fcattered tuttages along the fiiore ; but a tittle further the country is inhabited without 
interruption. I'he lake is here from fix to ten foot deep, and forms feveral iflands. 
During the whole courfe of this voyage, the (Ituation of the lake was always directly 
fromS. S.W. toN.N.E. 

In foine parts of Canada are great tjafts of land belonging to fingle perfons ; from 
thefe laniis, pieces of forty arpens long, and four wide, are allotted to each difeWged 
foldior who intends to fettle here ; but after his houfchold is eftabliOicd, he is obliged to 
pay the owner of the lands fix French francs annually. 

The lake was now fo (hallow in feveral places, that we were obliged to trace the way 
for the yacht, by founding the depth with branches of trees. In other places oppofite, 
it was fometimes two fathom deep. 

In the evening, about fun-fer, we arrived at Fort St. Jean, or St. John, having had a 
continual change of rain, fun-fiiine, wind, and calm, all the afternoon. 

July 21ft. ^t. John is a wooden fort which the French built in 1748, on the 
weftern (bore of the mouth of Lake Champlain, clofe to the watcr-fide. It was intended 
to cover the country round about it, which they were then going to people, and to 
ferve as a magazine for provifions and ammunition, which were ufually fent from 
Montreal to Fort, St. Frederick ; becaufe they may go in yachts from hence to the lafl: 
mentioned place, which is impoffible lower down, as about two gun-Ihot further, there 
is a (liallow full of (tones, and very rapid water in the river, over which they can only 
pafs in bateaux, or flat veffels. Formerly Fort Chamblan, which lies four French 
miles lower, was the magazine of provifions ; but as they were forced firft to fend them 
hither in bateaux, and then from hence on yachts, and the road to Fort Chamblan 
from Montreal being by land, and much round about, this fort was trefted. It has 
a low fituation, and lies in a fandy foil, and the country about it is likewife low, flat, 
and covered with woods. The fort is quadrangular, and includ’es the fpace of one 
arpent fquare. In each of the two comers which look towards the lake is a wooden 
building, four (lories high, the lower part of which is of ftone to the height of about a 
fathom and a half. In thefe buildings, which arepolyangular, are holes for cannon and 
Icfler fire-arms. In each of the two other cornets towards the country, is only a litric 

* See Wolvci. 
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wooden iioufe, two dories high. Thefe builcdngs are intended for the habitations of 
the foldiers, and for the better defence of the place ; between thefe houfes there are 
poles, two fathoms and u half high, fharpcned at the top, and driven into the ground 
clofc to one another. They are made of the thuya tree, which is here reckoned the 
bed wood for keeping from petrifaction, and is much preferable to fir in that point. 
Lower down the paUifadcs were double, one row within the other. For the convenience 
of the foldiers, a broad elevated pavement of more than' two yards in height, is made 
in the infide of the fort all along the palifades, with a baludrade. On this pavement 
the foldiers dand and fire through the holes upon the enemy, without being expofed to 
their fire. In the lad year, 1748,' two hundred men were in garrifon here} but at 
this time there were only a governor, a comnnflary, a baker, and fix foldiers to take 
care of the fort and buildings, and to fuperintend the provifiohs which are carried to 
this place, llic poiTon who now commanded at the fort, was the Chevalier dc Ganues, 
a very agreeable genilcman, and brother-in-law to Mr. Lufignan, the governor of Fort 
St. Frederick, llic g round about the fort, on both fides the water, ds rich and has a very 
good foil } but it is dill without inhabitants, though it is talked of, that it would get fome 
as foon as polliblc. 

The French in all Cat:ada call the gnats marangoins, which name, it is faid, they 
have borrowed from the Indians. Thefe infcCls are in fuch prodigious numbers in the 
woods round Fort Si . John, that it would more properly be called Fort de Marangoins. 
The marflies and the low fituation of the country, together with the extent of the woods, 
contribute greatly to their multiplying^ fo much } and when the woods are cut down, the 
water drained, and the country cultivated, they probably will decrcafe in number, and 
vanifli at lad, as they have done in other places. 

I’he rattle fnake, according to the unanimous accounts of the French, is never feen 
in this neighbourhood, nor further north near Montreal and Quebec } and the mountains 
which fprround Fort St. Frederick, are the mod northerly part on.this fide, where they 
have been feen. Of all the fnakes which are found in Canada to the north of thefe 
mountains, none is poifonous enough to do any great harm to a man } and ail without 
exception run away when they foe a man. My remarks on the nature and properties of 
the rattle-fnake, 1 have communicated to the royal Swedifli academy of fcienccs *, and 
thither I refer my readers. 

July 2 2d. This evening forne people arrived with horfes from Prairie, in order to 
fetch us. The governor had font for them at my delire, becaufe there were not yet 
any horfes near Fort St. John, the place being only a year old, and the people hud 
not had time to fettle near it. Thofe who led the horfes, brougnt letters to the 
governor from the governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la Craliflfoniere, dated at 
Quebec the fifteenth of this month, and from the vice-governor of Montreal, fhc Baron 
de Longueil, dated the twenty-firft of the fame month. They mentioned that I had 
been particularly recommended by the French court, and that the governor fhould 
fupply me with .every thing 1 wanted, and forward my journey } and at the fame time 
the governor received two little calks of wine for me, which they thought would 
relieve me on my journey. At night we drank the kings of France and Sweden’s 
health, under a falute from the cannon of the fort, and the health of the governor- 
general and others. 

July 23d. This morning we fet out on our journey to Prairie, from whence we 
intended to proceed to Montreal } the diftance of Prairie from Fort St. John, by land. 


* See their Memoir} for the yiar lyyz. 
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IS reckoned fix Frotch miles, and from thence to Montreal two lieues (leagues) and 
a half, by the river St. Lawrence, At firft we kept along the Ihore, fo that we had 
on our right the Riviere de St. John (St. John’s river.) This is the name of the mouth 
of the Lake Champlain, which falls into the river St. Lawrence, and is fometimes called 
Riviere de Champlain (Champlain river.) After we had travelled about a French 
mile, we turned to the left from the Ihore. The countiy was always low, woody, and 
pretty wet, though it was in the midft of fummcr ; fo that we found it difficult to get 
forward. But it is to be obferved that Fort St. John was only built fummer, when 
this road was firft made, and confequently it could not yet have acquired a proper 
degree of folidity. Two hundred and fixty men wefe three months at work, in making 
this road ; for which they were fed at the expence of the government, and each 
received thirty fols every day ; and I was told that they would agam refume the work 
next autumn. The country hereabouts is low and woody, and of courfc the rcfidcnce 
of millions of gnats and flies, which were very troublefome to us. After we had gone 
about three French miles, we came out of the woods, and the ground feemed to have 
been formerly a marlh, which was now dried up. From hence we had a pretty good 
profpedt on all fides. On our right hand at a great diftance we faw two high mo untains, 
rifing remarkably above the reft i and they were not far from Fort Champlain. We 
could iikewife from hence fee fhe high mountain which lies near Montreal ; and our 
road went on nearly in a ftrright line. Soon after, we got again upon wet and low 
grounds, and after that into a wood which confifted chiefljr of the fir with leaves which 
have a filvery underfide *. We found the foil* which w*e palTcd over today, very 
fine and rich, and when the woods are cleared and the ground cultivated, it will 
probably prove very fertile. There are qo rocks, and hardly any ftones near the 
road. 

About four French miles from Fort St. John, the country makes quite another 
appearance. It is all cultivated, and a continual variety of fields with excellent wheat, 
pcafe, and oats, prefented itfelf to our view ; but we faw no other kinds of com. 
The forms ftood fcattered, and each of them w-as furrounded by its corn-fields, and 
meadows ; the houfes arc built of wood and very fmall. Inftcad of mofs, which cannot 
be got here, they employ clay for flopping up the crevices in the walls. The roofs arc 
made very much floping, and covered with ftraw. The foil is good, flat, and divided 
by feveral rivulets ; and only in a few places there are fome little hills. The profpect 
is very fine from this part of the road, and as far as I could fee the couniry, it was 
cultivated ; all the fields were covered with com, and they generally ufe fummcr 
wheat here. The ground is ftill very fertile, fo that there is no occafion for leaving 
it to lie a/? fallow. The forefts are pretty much cleared, and it is to be feared that 
there will be a time, when wood will become very fcarcc. Such was the appearance of 
the country quite up to Prairie, and the river ^'t. Lawrence, which laft we had now always 
in fight ; and, in a word, this country was in my opinion the fineftof Norih America, 
which I had hitherto feen. 

About dinner-time we arrived at Prairie, which is fituated on a little riling ground 
near the river St. Lawamce. We ftaid here this day, becaufe I intended to vifit the 
places in this neighbourhood before I went on. 

Prairie de la Magdalene is a fmall village on the eafteni fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
about two French miles and a halt from Montreal, which place lies NIW. from 
hence, on the other fide of the river. All the country round Prairie is quite flat, aqd 
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has hardly any riiings. On all fides are large c6m>fidds, m»doiira, smd‘ paftuws. 
On the weftern fide, the river St. Lawrence pafies by, and has here a breadth erf a 
French mile and a half, if not more. Moll of the houfes in Prairie are built of timber, 
with Hoping wooden roofs, and the crevices in the walls are Hopped up with clay. 
There arc fome little buildings of Hone, chiefly of the black lime-ftone, or of pieces of 
rock-ftone, in which latter the cnchafenient of the doors tmd windows was made of the 
black lime-ftone. In the midft of the village is a pretty cKurch of ftone, with a fteeple 
at the weft end of it, fumilhed with bells. Before the door is a crofs, together with 
ladders, tongs, hammers, nails, &c., which arc to reprefent all the inftrumenls 
made ufc of at the crucifixion of out' Saviour, and perhaps many others befides them. 
'1‘he village is furroundod with palifades, from four yards to five higli, pur up formerly 
as a barrier againft the incurfions of the Indians. Without thefe palii'ades arc fever^ 
little kitchen and pleafure gardens, but very few fruit-trees in them. 'I'he rifing- 
grounds along the river are very inconfiderable here. In this place there was a prieft, 
and a captain, who airiimed the name of governor. The corn-fields round the place 
are extenfivc, and fown with fummer-wheal; but rye, barley and maize are never feen. 
To the fouth-weft of this place is a great fall in the - river St. Lawrence, and the noife 
which it caufes, may be plainly heard here. When the water in fpring encreafes in 
the river, on account of the ice which then begins to diiTulve, it foinciimes hapjrens to 
rife fo high as to overflow a great part of the fields, and, inftead of fertilizing tliein as 
the river Kile fertilizes the Egyptian fields by its inundations, it does them much 
damage, by carrying a number of grafffis and plc\nts on them, the feeds of which fpread 
the worft kind of weeds, and ruin the fields. Thefe inundations oblige the people to 
take their cattle a grciat way oiF, bccaufe the water covers a great tract of land ; but 
happily it never llays on it above two or tfiree days.' The caufe of thefe inundations 
is generally owing to the flopping of icc in fome part of the river. 

The aiSKima aquatica, or f'olle avoinc grows plentiful in the rivulet, or brook, which 
flows fomewhat below Prairie. 

July 24th. I’his morning I went from Prairie in a bateau to Montreal, upon the 
river St. Lawrence. I’he river is very rapid, but not very deep near Prairie, fo that 
the yatcht cannot go higher than Montreal, except in fpring with the high water, when 
they can come up to Prairie, but no further. The town of Montreal may be feen at 
Prairie, and all the way down to it. On our arrival there we found a crowd of pt^oplc 
at that gate of the town, where we were to pafs through. They were very dcfirous «>f 
ieciiig u-', bccaufe they were informed that fome Swedes w'cre to come fo town ; people 
of whom they had heard foniething, but whom they had never .feen ; and we are 
affured by every body, that we were the firft Swedes that ever came to Montreal. A-^ 
foon as we wer<^ landed, the governor of the town fent a captain to me, who defired I 
would follow him to the governor’s houfe, where he introduced me to him. The 
Baron Longueuil was as yet vice-governor, but he daily expelled his promotion from 
France. He rcteiveJ me more civilly and generoufly than I can well defcribe> and 
fiiewed me letters from the governor-general at Quebec, the Marquis de la Galilibniere, 
which moniioned that he had received orders from the French court to fupply me with 
whatever I {honld want, as I was to travel in this country at the expence or His moft 
Chriflian Majefty. In fhort Governor Longueuil loaded me with greater favours than 
• I could cjipeft or even imagine, both during my prefent ftay and on my return from 
Quebec. 

1 he difference between the manners and cuftoms of the French in Mqntrcal .^nd 
Canada, and thofe of the Englifb in the American colonies, is as great as that between 

s the 
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the maiiaeiR of thofe two nations in Europe. The Vomen in general are handfome 
here ; they are well bred, and virtuous, with an innocent and becoming freedom. 
They drefs out very fine on Sundays ; and though on the other days they do not take 
much pains with other parts of their drefs, yet they are very fond of adorning their 
heads, the hair of which is always curled and powdered, and ornamented with glittering 
bodkins and aigrettes. Every day but Sunday, they wear a little neat jacket, and a 
Ihort petticoat which hafdly reaches half the leg, and in this particular they feem to 
imitate the Indian women. The heels of their fhoes are high, and very narrow, and if 
is furprizing how they w'alk on them. In their knowledge of oeconomy, they greatly 
furpais the Englilh women in the plantations, who indeed have taken the liberty of 
throwing all the burthen of houfe-keeping upon their hulbands, and fit in their chairs 
' all day with folded arms *. The women in Canada on the contrary do not fpare * 
themfelvcs, efpecially among the common people, v/here they arc always in the fields^ 
meadows, fiables, &c. and do not diilikc any work whatfoever. However, they feem 
rather remifs in regard to the cleaning of tiic utenfils, and apartments ; for fometimes 
the floors, both in the town and couutiy, were hardly cleaned onc^ in fix months, 
which is a difagreeahle figlit to one who comes from amongfi the Dutch and Englilh, 
where the conllant fcouring and fcrubbiiig of the floors is reckoned as important as the 
exercife of religion itfclf. To prevent the thick dull, which is thus left on the floor, 
from being iio:vious to the health, the women wet it feverai times a day, which renders 
it more confillent ; repeating the afperfion as often as the dull is dry and rifes again. 
Upon the whole, however, they are not averfe to the raking a part in all the bufinefs 
of houfekeoping; and I have witn pleafure I een the daughters of the better fort of 
people, and of the governor himfelf, not too finely dreffed, and gping into kitchens and 
cellars, to look that every thing be donc'as it ought. 

The men are extremely civil, and take their hats oflf to every perfon indifferently 
whom they meet in the Itreets. It is cuftornary to return a vifit the day af^r you have 
received one; though one ihould have fome fcores to pay in one day. 

I have been told by fome among the French, who iiaJ gone a beaver-hunting with 
the Indians to the northern paris of Canada, that the animals whofe fkins they 
endeavour to get, and which are there in great plenty, are beavers, wild«cats, or lynxes*, 
and martens. Thefe animals arc the more valued, the farther they are caught to the 
north, for their fkins have better hair, and look better than thofe which are taken more 
feuthward, and they became gradually better or worfe, the more they are northward 
or fouihward. 

White partridgesf is the name which the French in Canada give to a kind of bird.% 
abounding during winter near Hudfon’s Bay, and which are undoubtedly our ptarmi- 
gans, * or I'now-hcns (tetrao lagopus). They are very plentiful at the time of a great 
Irofl, and when a confiderable quantity of fnow happens to fall. They are deferibed^ 
to me as having rough white feet, and being white all over, except three or four black 
feathers in the tail ; and they are reckoned very fine eating. From Edward’s Natural 
Fliftory of Birds (page 72) it appears, that the prarmigans are common about Hud- 
fon’s Bay J. 

* ]t f(gem», that for the future, the fair fex in the Englifh- colonies in North- America, will no longer 
ilefei've the rrproachen Mr. Kalm Aigmatizes them with repeateuly, fmcc it is generally reported, that the 
ladies of late have vyed one witli another, in providing their families with linen, Auckingh, and home-fpun 
cloth of their own making, and that a general fpirit of indiiAry prevails among them at this prelent 

* * 17 • 

time. r. 

f Ferclrlx blanches. :|: See Br. Zool. Suppl. plate XIIL f. i. F. 
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Hares are likewife laid to be |>lentiful near Hudfon^s Bay* and they are abufndant 
even in Canada, where I have often feen, and found them perfedly correfponding 
with our Swedilh hares. In*fummer they have a brownilh grey, and in winter a fnowy 
white colour, as with us *. 

Mechanics, fuch as architedure, cabinet-work, turning, and the like, were not yet 
fo forward here as they ought to be ; and the Englilh, in that particular, out-do the 
French. The chief caufe of this is, that fcarcc any other people than difmifled foldiers 
come to fettle here, who have not had any opportunity of learning a mechanical trade, but 
have fonietimes accidentally, and through necedity, been obliged to it. There arc 
however fomc who have a good notiomof mechanics, and I faw a perfon here who made 
very good clocks and watches, though he had had but very little inliru^lion. 

July 27th. The common houfe-nies have but been obferved in this country about 
one hundred and fifty years ago, as 1 have been affured by feveral perfons in thus town, 
aCnd in Quebec. All the Indians afTert the fame thing, and are of opinion that the 
, common flies firft came over here with the Europeans and their Ihips, which were 
branded on this ^afl. 1 lhall not difputethis ; however, 1 know, that whilft 1 was in 
the defarts between Saratoga and Crown Point, or Fort St. Frederick, and fat down to 
reft or to eat, a number of our common flies always came and fettled on me. It is 
therefore dubious, whether they have not been longer in Atnerica than the term above- 
mentioned, or whether they have been imported from Europe. On the other hand, it 
may be urged that the flics were left in thofe defarts at the time when fort Anne was 
yet in a good condition, and when the Englifli often trai'elled there and back again ; 
not to mention that feveral Europeans, both before and after that time, had travelled 
through thofe places, jind carried the flics with them, which were attraded by their 
provifions. ‘ 

Wild cattle arc abundant in the fouthem parts of Canada, and have been there fincc 
times immemorial. They are plentiful in thofe parts, particularly where the Illinois 
Indians live, which arc nearly in the fame latitude with Philadelphia ; but further to 
the north they are feldom obferved. I faw the fkin of a wild ox to-day ; it vras as big 
as one of the largeft ox hides in Europe,- but had better hair. The hair is dark brown, 
like that on a brown bcar-ikin. That which is clofe to the Ikin is as foft as wool. This 
JlWc was not very thick ; and in general they do not reckon them fo valuable as bcar- 
Ikins in France. In winter they are fpread on the floors, to keep the feet warm. 
Some of thefe wild cattle, as I am told, have a longand fine wool, as good, if not better, 
than Iheep wool. They make ftockings, cloth, gloves, and other pieces of worfted 
v^ork of it, which look as well as if they were made of the beft flteep yvool ; and the 
Indians employ it for feveral ufes. The flelh equals the beft beef in goodnefs and fat* 
nefs. Sometimes the hides arc thick, and may be made ufe of as cow'-hidcs are in 
Europe. The wild cattle in general are faid to be ftronger and bigger than European 
cattle, and of a brown red colour. I'heir horns are but ihort, though very thick clofe 
to the head. Thefe, and feveral other qualities, which they have in common with, 
and in greater perfedion than the tame cattle, have induced fome to endeavour to tame 
them ; by which means they would obtain the advantages arifing from ^eir goodnefs 
of hair, and, on account of their great ftrength, be able to employ them fuccefsfully in 
agriculture. With this view fome have repeatedly got young wild calves, and brought 
theoi up in Quebec, and other places, among the tame cattle ; but they commonly 
died in three or four years time j and though they have fecn people every day, yet they 
• 

* See a figure of this hare in its white (late, in the SupoL to 6r. Zool, plate xhii. f. t. 1 '. 
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have always TCtsuned a natural ferocity. They have conftantly been very fhy, pricked 
up their ears at the fight of a man, and trembled, or run about ; fo that the art of 
taming them has not hitherto been found out. Some have been of opinion, that thefe 
cattle cannot Well bear the cold ; as they never go north of the place I mention^, 
though the fummers be very hot, even in thofe northern parts. They think that, 
when the country about the Illinois is better peopled, it will be more cafy to tame, 
thefe cattle, and that aite^ards they might more cafily be ufed to the northerly 
climates*. The Indians and French in Canada make ufe of the horns of thefe crea» 
turcs to put gunpowder in. 

I'he peace which was concluded between Frrfhce and England was proclaimed this 
day. The foldiers were under arms ; the artillery on the walls was fired off, and 
fome falutcs were given by the fmall fire-arms. All night fome fire-works were ex- 
hibited, and the whole town was illuminated. All the ftreets were crowded with 
people till late at night. The governor invited me to fupper, and to partake of the 
joy of the inhabitants. There were prefent a number of officers, and perfons of dif- 
tin£lion ; and the fefiival concluded with the greatefi joy. 

July 28th. This morning 1 accompanied the governor, Baron Longueuil, and his 
family, to a little ifland called Magdalene, which is his own property. It lies in the 
river St. Lawrence, directly oppofite to the town, on the eaftem fide. The governor 
had here a very neat houfe, though it was not very large, n fine extenfive garden, and 
a court-yard. The river paflTes between the town and this ifland, and is very rapid. 
Near the town it is deep enough for .yachts j but towards the ifland it grows more fhal- 
low, fo that they arc obliged to pufh the boats forwards with poles. There was a mill 
on the ifland, turned by the mere forpe of the Ifream, without an additional mill- 
dam. 

'fhe fmooth fumach, or rhus glabra, grows in great plenty here. I have no where 
feen it fo tall as in this place, where it had foraetimes the height of eight yards, and a 
proportionable thicknefs. 

Saflafras is planted here ; for it is never found wild in thefe parts. Fort Anne being 
the moft northerly place where I have found it wild. Thofe fhrubs which were on the 
ifland had been planted many years ago ; however, they were but fmall fhrubs, from 
two to three feet high, and fcarcc fo much. The reafon is, becaufe the item is killed 
every winter, almofl down to the very root, and mufl: produce new fhoots ever)’ 
fpring, as I have found from my own obfervations here ; and fo it appeared to be near 
the Forts Anne, Nicholfon, and Ofwcgo. It will therefore be in vain to attempt to 
plant faflafras in a very cold climate. * 

The red mulberry-trees (moms rubra, Linn.) are likewife planted here. I faw four 
or five of them about five yards high, which the governor told me had bmi twenty 
years in this place, and were brought from more fouthcrly parts, fince they do not 
grow wild near Montreal. The moft northerly place, where 1 have found it growing 
fpontaneoufly, is about twenty Englifli miles north of Albany, asT have been afTured 
by the country people who live in that place, and w’ho at the fame time informed me, 
that it was very fcarcc in the woods. VV^hen I came to Saratoga, I enquired whether 
any of thefe mulberry-trees had been found in that neighbourhood ? but every body 
told me, that they were never feen in thofe parts, but that the before-mentioned place, 

* But by. this means they would lofe that fuperiority which in their wild dale they have over the tame 
cattle; as all the progenies of tamed animals degenerate from the excellence of iheir wild and free an- 
eeftora. ’ F. 
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twenty miles abcve Albany, is northern one where they grow. Thofe mul- 

berry-trees, which were planted on this tfland, fucceed very well, though they arc 
placed in a poor foil. Theii^oliage is large and thick, but they did not bear any fruits 
this year. However, I was informed that they can bear a confiderable degree of 
•cold. 


The water-beech was planted here in a lhady place, and was grown to a great height. 
All the French hereabouts call it coronier It is never found wild near the river 
St. Lawrence ; nor north of Fort St. Frederick, where it is now very fcarcc. 

The red cedar is called cedre rouge by the French, and it was likevvife planted in 
the governor’s garden, whether it had been brought from more fouthern parts, 
for it is not to be met with in the forells hereabouts. However, it came on very well 
here. 

, About half an hour after feven in the evening we left this plcaCant iiland, and an 
hour after our return the Baron do I.ongueuil received tw(3 agreeable pieces of news at 
once. Thefirft was, that his fon, who had been two years in France, w'as returned ; 
and the fecond, that he had brought with him the royal patents for his father, by 
which he was appointed governor of Montreal, and the country belonging to it. 

They make ufe of fans here, wliich are made of the tails of the wild turkeys. As 
foon as the birds are fhot, their tails are fpsead like fans, and dried, by which means 
they keep their figure. The ladies and the men of diftinciron in town wear thefo fans, 
when they walk in the ftrects, during the intenfenefs of the heat. 

All the grafs on the raeadowS round Montreal confifts chiefly of a fpecies of incadow- 
grafs, or the poa capillaris, Linn. t. This is a very (lender grafs, which grows very , 
clofe, and fucceeds even on the drieft hills. It is however not rich in foliage ; and the 
(lender (lalk is chiefly ufed for hay. We haile numerous kinds of graifes in Sweden, 
which make infinitely finer meadows than this. 

July 30th. The wild plumb-trees grow in great abundance on the hills, along the 
rivulets about the town. They were lb loaded with fruit, that the boughs were quite 
bent downwards by the weight. The fruit was not yet ripe, but when it comes to that 
perfe£lion, it has a red colour and a fine tafle, and preferves are fometimes made 

It. 

^ Black currants (ribes nigrum, Linn.) are plentiful in the fame places, and its ber- 
ries were ripe at this time. They are very fmall, and not by far fo agreeable as thofe 
in Sweden. 

Parfiiips grow in great abundance on the rifing banks of rivers, along the corn-fields, 
and in other places. This led me to think, that they were original natives of America, 
and not firft brought over by the Europeans. But on my journey into the country of 
the Iroquois, where no European ever had a fettlement, 1 never once faw it, tKough 
the foil was excellent ; and from hence it appears plain enough, that it was tranfported 
hither from Europe, and is not originally an American plant ; and therefore it is in 
vain fought for in any part of this continent, except among the European i'ettlements. 

Auguft I ft. The governor-general of Canada commonly refides at Quebec ; but 
he frequently* goes to Montreal, and generally fpends the winter there. In fummer 
they chiefly refide at Quebec, on account of the king’s fhips, which arrive there 
during that feafon, and bring him letters, which he muft anfwer ; befides other 
buflticfs which comes in about that time. During his refidence in Montreal he lives in 


• iC#ttOT-.Uee. Mr. K»Im mentions before, that this name is given to the sfclepias fyriaca. F. ‘ 

•f- Mr. Ralio defenbes it thus ; poa culmo fubcompreflb panicula tenuifltma, fpiculis trtflorii tninimis, 
fiofeubsbah pubelcentibus. 
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Ae raftle, » k fe call^, which is a large houfe offlon^, built by Govemor>general 
Vaudreuil, and ftill belonging to his family, who hire it to the Kinj; 

They have in Canada fcarce any other but paper-currenc^ I hardly ever faw any 
com, except French fols, confifting of brafs, with a very fmall mixture of filver : they 
were quite thin by conftant circulation, and were valued, at a fol and a half. The bills 
are not prmted, but written. Their origin is as follows : the French King having 
found It very dangerous to fend money for the pay of the troops, and other purpofes. 
over to Canada, on account of privateers, fliipwrccks, and other accidents ; he ordered 
Aat inftead ot it the intendimt, or King’s fteward, at Quebec, or the commiflary at 
Montreal, Ihould write bills for the value of the fihns which are due to the troops, 
and which they diftnbute to each foldier. On thefo bills is infcribed, that they bear 
the value of luch or fuch a fum, till next Oaober; and they are figncd by the intcn- 
dant, or the commilTary; and in the interval they bear the value of money. In the 
month of Oaidicr, at a certain lt;ucd time, every one brings the bills in his poITeffiou 
Q^>'‘^ec, or the coinniiflary at Montreal, who exchanges them for 
bills or exchange upon I* ranee, which are paul there in lawful money, at the King’s 
exchoquer, as foon as they are prelentcd. If the- money is not yet wanted, the bill 
may be kept till next OLlober, when it may be exchanged by one of tliofe gentlemen 
fora bill iipmi France. The paper money can only be delivered in Odobt^, and ex- 
changed for bills upon 1- ranee. They are of different values, and fame do not exceed 
a hvre, and perhaps fome are flill lels. Towards autumn, when the merchants* lliips 
come m horn ranee, the merchants eijdeavoiir lo get as many bills as they can, and 
change them for bills upon the hrcnch treafury, Thefe bills are partly printed, fpaccs 
being left for the name, fum, &c. ; but the firft bill, or paper currency is all wrote, and 
IS therefore fubjed to be counterfeited, which has fometimes been done : but the great 
punifhments which have been inflided upon the authors of thefe forged bills, and which 
generally aie capital, have deterred people from attempting it again ; fo that examples 
of this kind are very fcarce at prefent. As there is a great want of fmall coin here, the 
buyers or fellers were frequently obliged to fuffer a fmall lofs, and could pay no inter- 
mediate prices between one livre and two 

They commonly give one hundred and fifty livres a year to a faithful and diligent 
footman, and to a rnaid-lervant of the fame charader one hundred livres. A journey- 
man to an ai till gets three or four livres a day, and a common labouring man gets 
thirty or forty lols a day The fcarcity of labouring people occafions the wages to be fo 
high; foralmolfcvcry body finds it fo cafy to let up as a farmer in this uncultivated 
country, where he can live well, and at a fmall expence, that he docs not care to ferve 
and work for others. 

Montreal is the fecond town in Canada, in regard to fize and wealth ; but it is the 
iirll on account or its fine ficiiation, and mild climate. Somewhat above the town, the 
Lawrence divides into feveral branches, and by that means forms fevcral 
illands, and among which the iflo of Montreal is the greateft. It is ten French miles 
long, and near four broad, in its broadcil part. The town of Montreal is built on the 
caltem lido of the luand, and clofc to one of the molt confiderabic brandies of the river 
bt. Lawrence ; and thus it receives a very pleafant and advantageous fituation. The 
town has a quadrangular forni, or rather it is a reftangular paralleiograrn, the long and 

r u com in Canada, and is about the value of a penny in the Endllh colonies. livre, 

or franc, (for they arc both the fame) contains twenty fols; and three livres, or francs, make s.n ecu* 01 
crown. • 
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eaftmi fide of which extends iWg the great branch of the river. On the other fide 
it is furrounded with excellent corn-fields, charming meadows, and delightful woods. 
It has got the name of Montreal from a great mountain, about half a mile wellwards of 
the town, and lifting its head ikr above the woods. Monfieur Cartier, one of the firfl: 
Frenchmen who furveyed Canada more accurately, called this mountain fo, on his 
arrival in this illand, in the year 1535, when he vifited the mountain, and the Indian 
town Ilolhelaga near it. The priefts who, according t6 the Roman Catholic way, 
would call every place in this country after fome faint or other, calling Montreal, 
Ville Marie, but they have not been able to make this name general, for it has always 
kept its firfi: name. It is pretty well fortified, and furrounded with a high and thick 
wall. On the eaft fide it has the river St. Lawrence, and on all the other fides a deep 
ditch filled with water, which fccures the inhabitants againft all danger from the fud- 
den incurfiens of the enemy’s troops. However, it cannot long (land a regular fiegc, 
becaufe it requires a great garrifon, on account of its extent ; and becaufc it confifis 
chiefly of w’ooden houfes. Here are i'everal churches, of which I lhall only mention 
that belonging to the friars of the order of St. Sulpitius, that of the Jefuits, that of the 
Francifean friars, that belonging to the nunnery, and that of the hofpital ; of which 
the firft is however by lar the fineft, both in regard to its outward and inward orna- 
ments, not only in this place, but in all Canada. The priefts of the feminary of 
St. Sulpitius have a fine large houfe, where they live'together. The college of the 
Francifean friars is likewife fpacious, and has good walls, but it is not fo magnificent as 
the former. The college of the Jefuits is fipall, but well built. To each of thefe 
three buildings arc annexed fine large gardens, for the amufement, health, and ufc of 
the communities to which they belong. Some of the houfes in the town are built of 
ftonc, but moft of them are of timber, though very* neatly built. Each of the better 
fort of houfes has a door towards the ftreet, with a feat on each fide of it, for amufe- 
ment and recreation in the morning and evening. The long ftrects arc broad and ftrait, 
and divided at right angles by the fhort ones : fome are paved, but moft of them very 
uneven. The gates of the town are numerous j on the call fide of the town to- 
wards the river are five, two great and three lefler ones ; and on the other fide are 
likewife feveral. The governor-general of Canada, when he is at Montreal, refides in 
^ the caftle, which the government hires for that purpofe of the family of Vaudreuil ; 
but the governor of Montreal is obliged to buy or hire a houfe in town ; though I was 
told, that the government contributed towards paying the rents. 

In the town is a nunnery, and without its walls half a one j for though the laft was 
quite ready, however, it had not yet been confirmed by the pope. ^ In the firft they do 
not receive every girl that ofl'ers herfeU ; for their parents muft pay about five hundred 
ecus, or crowns, for thorn. Some indeed arc admitted for three hundred ’ecus, but 
they are obliged to ferve thofc who pay more than they. No poor girls are taken 
in. 

The King ha^ erefted a hofpital for fick foldiers here. The fick perfon there is pro- 
vided with every thing he wants, and the King pays twelve fols every day for his ftay, 
attendance, &c. The furgeons are paid by the King. When an officer is brought to 
, this hofpital, who is fallen fick in the fervice of the crown, he receives vidluals and 
attendance gratis : but if he has got a ficknefs in the execution of his private concerns, 
'iand comei to be cured here, he muft pay it out of his own purfe. When there is 
rqpm enough in the hofpital, they likewife take in fome of the fick inhabitants of the 
town and country. They have the medicines, and the attendance of the furg^ns, 
gratis, but muft pay twelve fols per day for meat, &c. 

10 Every 
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Every Friday is a market-day* when the country peoptir come to the town with pro- 
vifious* and thofe who want them mufl; fupply themfelves on that day* becaufe it is 
the only market-day in the whole wedk. On that day likewife a number of Indians 
come to town* to fell their goods, and buy others. 

The declination of the magnetic needle was here ten degrees and thirty-eight minutes 
weft. Mr. Gillion, one of the priefts here, who had a particular taftc for mathematics 
and aftronomy, had drawn a Ineridian in the garden of the feminary, which he faid he 
had examined repeatedly by the fun and ftars, and found to be very exad. I com- 
pared my compafs with it, taking care that no iron was near it, and found its declination 
juft the fame as that which I have before mentioned. 

According to Monfieur Gillion’s obfervations, the latitude of Montreal is forty-five 
degrees and twenty-feven minutes. 

Monfieur Pontarion, another prieft, had made thcrmomelrical obfervations in Mont- 
real, from the beginning of this year 1 749. He made ufe of Reaumur’s thermometer, 
which he placed fometimes in the window half open, and foinetimcs in one quite open* 
and accordingly it will fehlom mark the greateft degree of cold in the air. However* 
I fliall give a fliort abflrad of his obfervations for the winter months. In January the 
greateft cold was on the i8th day of the month, when the Rcaumurian thermometer 
was twenty-three degrees below the freezing point. The Icaft degree of cold was on 
the 3 1 ft of the fame month, when it was juft at the freezing point, but moft of the 
days of this month it was from twelve to fifteen degrees below the freezing point. In 
February the greateft cold was on the 19th and 25th, when the thermometer was four- 
teen degrees below the freezing point ; and the lealt was on the 3d day of that month* 
when it rofe eight degrees above the freezing point j but it was generally eleven degrees 
below it. In March the greateft (fold was oh the 3d, when it was ten degrees below the 
freezing point, and on the 2 2d, 23d, and 24th, it was mildeft, being fifteen degrees 
above it : in general it was four degrees below it. In April the greateft degree of cold 
happened on the 7th, the thermometer being five degrees below the freezing point ; the 
25th W'as the mildeft day, it being twenty degrees above the freezing point; but in 
general it was twelve degrees above it. Thcfe arc the contents chiefly of Monfieur 
Pontarion’s obfervations during thofe months ; but I found, by the manner he made 
his obfervations, that the cold had every day been from four to fix degrees greater than 
he had marked it. He had likewife marked in his journal, that the ice in the river 
St. Lawrence broke on the 3d of April at Montreal, and only on the 20th day of that 
month at Quebe*:. On the 3d of May forac trees began to flower at Montreal* and on 
the 1 2lh the hoary 6-oft was i'o great, that the trees were quite covered with it, as with 
fnow. The ice in the river clofe to this town is every winter above a French foot 
thick, and fometimes it is two of fuch feet, as I was informed by all whom I 
confulted on that head. 

Several of the friars here told me, that the fummers were remarkably longer in Ca- 
nada, fince its cultivation, than they ufed to be before ; it begins earlier, and ends later. 
The winters, on the other hand, are much fliorter ; but the friars w^ere of opinion, 
that they were as hard as formerly, though they were not of the fame duration j and 
likewife, that the fumraer at prefent was no hotter than it ufed to be. The coldeft 
winds at Montreal are thofe from the north and north-weft. 

Aug. 2d. Early this morning we left Montreal, and went in a bateau on. ourjour- 
ney to Quebec, in company with the fecond major of Montreal, M. de Sermonville. 
We fell dcjwn the river St. Lawrence, which was here pretty broad on our left ; on the 
north-weft fide was the ifle of Montreal, and on the right a number of other ifles, and 
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th# fhore. The ifle of Montreal was clofely inhabited along the river ; and it was very 
plain, and the rifing land near the fliore confifted of pure mould, and was between 
three or four yards high. The woods were cut down along the river-fide, for the 
dillance of an Englifli mile. The dwelling-houfes were built of wood, or ftonc, indif- 
criminately, and white- wafhed on the outiide. The other buildings, fuch as barns, 
ilables, &c. were all of wood. The ground next to the river was turried either into 
corn-fields or meadows. Now and then we perceived c'hurches on both fides of the 
river, the ftecpies of which were generally on that fide of the church which looked 
towards the river, bccaufe they are not obliged here to put the fleeplcs on the weft end 
of the churches. Within fix French miles of Montreal we faw feveral iflands of 
different fizes on the river, and moft of them were inhabited ; and if fome of thenx 
were w'ithout houfes on them, they w-ere fometimes turnt>d into corn-fields, but gene- 
rally into meadows. We faw no mount^ns, hills, rocks, or ftoncs to-day, the country 
being flat throughout, and confifting of pure mould. 

All the farms in Canada ftand feparate from each other, fo that each farmer has his 
poffeilions entirely diftincl from thole of his neighbour. Each church, it is true, has a 
little village near it ; but thatconfifts chiefly of the parfoiiage, a fchool for the boys and 
girls of the place, and of the houfes of tradefmen, but rarely of furm-houfes ; and if 
that was the cafe, yet their fields were feparated. 'I'he farm-houfes hereabouts arc 
generally built all along the riling banks of the riyer, either clofe to the water or at 
Ibmc diftance from it, and about three or four arpens from each other. To fomc 
farms are annexed fmall orchards : but they a|e in general without them ; however, 
almoft every farmer has a kitchen-garden. 

I have been told by all thofe who have made journies to the fouthern parts of Canada, 
and to the river Miflillippi, that the woods'thcre abound with peach-trees, which bear 
excellent fruit, and that the Indians of thofe parts lay, that thole trees have been there 
fmcc time immemorial. 

The farm-houfes are generally built of ftone, but fometimes of timber, and have 
three or four rooms. I'he windows are fcldom (d glafs, but nifilL frequently of paper. 
They have iron ftoves in one of the rooms, and chimnics in the reft. '1 he roofs arc 
covered with boards. The crevices ami chinks arc filled up with clay, 'i'hc other 
'buildings are covered with ftraw. 

There arc feveral croffes put up by the road fide, which is parallel tf) the fliorcs of 
the river. Thefc croffes are very common in Canada, and are put up to excite devotion 
in the traveller. They are made of wood, five or fix yards high, and proportionally 
broad. In that fide which looks towards the road ks a fquare bole, in which they 
place an image of our Saviour, the crofs, or of the holy Virgin, with the child in her 
arms ; and before that they put s piece of glafs, to prevent its being fpoiled by the 
weather. Thofe croffes, which arc not far from churches, arc very much adorned, 
and they put up about them all the inftrumenls which tliey think the Jews employed 
in crucifying ouv Saviour, fuch as a hammer, tongs, nails, a flalk of vinegar, and per- 
haps many more than were really made ufe of. A figure of the cock, which crowed 
when St. Peter denied our Lord, is commonly put at the top of tlie crofs. 

^ The country on both fides was very delightful to-day, and the fine ftate of its cultiva- 
tion added greatly to the beauty of the feene. It could really be called a village, 
beginning .at Montreal, and ending at Quebec, which is a diftance of more than one 
hundred and eighty miles ; for the farm-houfes are never above five arpens, and fome- 
times but three, afundcr, a few places excepted. The profpeft is exceedingly.beautiful* 
when the river goes on for fome miles together in a ftrait Une, becaufe it then. 
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ihortens the diftances between the houfes, and makes them form exactly one mn tinned 
village. 

■ All the women in the country, without exception, wear bps of fome kind or other. 
Their jackets are fliort, and fo arc their petticoats, which fcarce reacli down to the 
middle of their legs; and they have a filver crols hanging down on -the bread. In 
general they are very laborious; however, 1 faw fome, who, like the Englifh women in 
the colonics, did nothing biit prattle all the day. When they have any thing to do within 
doors, they (cfpecially the girls) commonly fing fongs, in which the words Amour and * 
Cocur are very frequent. In tiic country it is ufual, that when the hulband receives a 
vifit from perfons of rank, and dines with them, his wife Hands behind and ferves him ^ 
but in the towns, the ladies are more diftingui/hed, and would willingly afliime an equal, 
if not a fuperior, power to their hulbands. When tlicy go out of doors they wear 
long cloaks, which cover all their other clothes, and arc either grey, In-own, or blue. • 
The men fometinu« make ufe of them, when they arc obliged to go in uic rain. The 
women have the advantage of being in a dilhabille under thefe cloalvs, without any 
body’s perceiving it. 

We fomc'iimes faw wind-mills near the farms. They were generally built of done, 
with a roof of boards, which, together with its flyers, could be turned to the wind 
occafionally. , 

The breadth of the river was not always equal to-day ; in the narrowed place it was 
about a quarter of an Englifh mile broad ; in other parts it was near two EngHfli miles. 
I'he fiiore was fonictimcs high and dc«p, and fometimes low', or Hoping. 

At three o’clock this afternoon we pafled by the river, which falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, and comes from Lake Champlain, in the mitldle of which latter is a large 
iiland. The yachts which go between Alontreal and Quebec, go on the fouth-cad 
fide of this ifiaiul, becaufe it is deeper there ; but the boats prefer the north-wed fide, 
liccaufe it is nearer, and yot deep enough for them. Bcfules this illand there are 
fcvcral more hereabouts, which are all inhabiteil. Somewhat further, the counti 7 on 
both fidos the river is uninhabited, till we come to the lac St. Pierre ; becaufe it is 
fo lowj as to be quite overflowed at certain times of the year, 'fo make up for this 
deficiency, the country, I am told, is as thickly inhabited further from the river, as we 
found it along the banks of the river. 

Lac St, Pierre is a part of the river St. Lawrence, w'hicli is fo broad that wc could 
hardly fee any thing but fky and water before us, and 1 W'as every wlicrc told, that it is- 
feven l'’rcnch siilcs long, and three broad. From the middle of this lake as it is called, 
you fee a large high country in the wed, wliich appears above the woods. In the lake ’ 
are mauy places covered with a kind of rufh, or feirpus paludris, Lina. There arc no 
houfes in. light on either fide of the lake, becaufe the land is rather too low there; and 
in fpring the water rifts fo high, that they may go w'ith boats between the trees. 
However, at fome didance from the fhores, where tlie ground is higher, the farms are 
clofe together. We faw no iflands in the lake this afternoon, but tlie next day we met 
with fome. ^ 

Late in the evening wc left lake St. Pierre, and rowed up a little river called Riviere 
de Loup, in order to come to a houfe where we might pafs the night. Having rowed 
about an Englifli mile, we found the country inhabited on both fides of the river. Its 
fhores are high ; but the country in general is flat. Wc pafled the night' in a farra- 
houf$!. The territory of Montreal extends to this place; but here begins the jurililic- 
tion of the governor of Trois Rivieres, to which place they reckon eight French miles 
irom hence. 
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Aug. 3d. At five o'clock in the morning we fet out again, and firfl: rowed down 
the little river till we came into the lake St. Pierre, which we went downwards. After 
we had gone a good way^ we perceived a high chain of mountains in the north*weft, 
which were very much elevated above the low, flat country. 1 he north-weft Ihore of 
lake St. Pierre was now in general very clofcly inhabited ; but on the fouth-eaft fide we 
faw no houfes, and only a country covered with woods, which is fomcHmes faid to be 
under water, but behind which there are, as 1 am tol 5 , a great number of farms, 

• Towards the end of the lake, the river went into its proper bounds again, being not 
above a mile and a half broad, and afterwards it grows ftill narrower. From the end 
of lake St. Pierre to Trois Rivieres, they reckon three French miles, and about 
eleven o’clock in the morning wc arrived at the latter place, where we attended divine 
fcrvice. 

Trois Rivieys is a little market town, which had the appearance of a large village j 
it is however reckoned among the three great towns of Canada, which are Quebec, 
Montreal, and Trois Rivieres. It is faid to lie in the middle between the two firft, 
and thirty French miles diftant from each. The town is built on the north fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, on a flat, elevated fand, and its fituation is very pleafant. On one 
fide the river paffes by, which is here an Englilh mile and a half broad. On the other 
fide, arc fine com fields, though the foil Ls very much miyed with fand. In the town 
are two churches of ftone, a nunnery, and a houfe for the friars of the order of 
St. Francis. This town is likewlfe the fesit of the third governor in Canada, whofe 
houfe is likewife of ftone. hioft of the other houfes are of timber, a finglc ftory high, 
tolerably well built, and ftand very much afunder ; and the ftreets are crooked. The 
Ihore here confifts of fand, and the rifing grounds alinig it are pretty high. When the 
wind* is very violent here, it raifes the fand, and blows it about the ftreets, making it 
very troublefome to walk in them. The nuns, which are about twenty-two in number, 
are reckoned very ingenious in all kinds of needle-work. This town formerly flouriflicd 
more than any other in Canada, for the Indians brought their goods to it from all fidcs ; 
but fihee that time they go to Montreal and Quebec, and to the Englilh, oti account of 
their wars with the Iroquefe, or five nations, and for feveral other leafortsS, fo that this 
Jfiv/n is at prefent very much reduced by it. Its prefent inhabitants live chiefly by 
agriculture, though the neighbouring iron-works may ferve in fomc nieafure to fupport 
them. About an Englilh mile below the town, a great river falls into the river 
St. Lawrence, but firft divides into three branches, fo that it appears as if three rivers 
difembogued themfelves there. This has given occafion to call the rivenand this town, 
'Trois Rivieres (the Three Rivers.) 

The tide goes about a French mile above Trois Rivieres, though it is fo trifling as to 
be hardly obfervablc. But about the equinokes, and at the new moons and full moons 
in fpring and autumn, the difierence between the higheft and loweft water is two feet. 
Accordingly the tide in this river goes very far up, for from the above-mentioned place 
to the fca they reckon about a hundred and fifty French miles. 

Whilft my company were refling, I went on horfeb^k to view the iron-work. The 
country which I pafled through was pretty high, fandy, and generally flat. I faw neither 
Hones nor mountains here. 

The iron-work, which is the only one in this country, lies three miles to the weft of 
Trois Rivieres. Here are two great forges, befides two lefler ones to each of the great 
one^ and under the fame roof with them. The bellows were made of wood,, and 
every thing elfe, as it is in Swedilh forges. The melting ovens ftand clofe toTl^ forges, 
and 'ite the lame as ours. The ore is got two French miles and a half from the iron 
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works, and is carried thither on fledges. It is a kind of moor ore *, which lies in 
veins, within fix indies or a foot from the furface of the ground. Each vein is from 
fix to eighteen inches deep, and below it is a white faiid. . The veins are furrounded 
with this fand on both fides, and covered at the top with a thin mould. The ore is 
pretty rich and lies in loofe lumps in the veins, of the fize of two fids, though there 
are a few which are near eighteen inches thick. Thefe lumps are full of holes which 
are filled with ochre. The ore is fo foft that it may be cruflied betwixt the fingers. 
They make ufe of a grey lime-ftone, which is broke in the neighbourhood, for pro- . 
moting the fufibility of the ore j to that purpofc they likewife employ a clay marie, * 
which is found near this place. Charcoals are to be had in great abundance here, 
becaufe all the country round this place is covered with woods, which have never been 
ftirred. The charcoals from ever-green trees, that is, from the fir kind, arc beft for 
the forge, but thofe of deciduous trees are beft for the fmelting oven. The iron which 
is here made, was to me del'cribed as loft, pliable, and tough, and is laid to have the ' 
quality of not being attacked by ruft fo cafily as other iron ; and in this point there 
appears a great dilfercnce between the Spanifli iron and this in Ihip building. This 
iron-work was firft founded in 1 737, by private perfons, who afterwards ceded it to 
the king ; they call cannon and mortars here of different fixes, iron ftoves, which arc 
in ufe all over Canada, kettles, &c., not to mention the bars which are made here. 
They have likewife tried to make Heel here, but cannot bring it to any great perfeftion, 
becaufe they arc unacquainted with the bell manner of preparing it. Here are many 
officers and overfeers, who have very good houfes, built on purpofe for them. It is 
agreed on all hands, that the revenues of the iron-work do not pay the expenccs which 
the king muft every year be at in maintaining it. They lay the fault on the bad ftate 
of population, and fay that the few inhabitants in the country have enough to do with 
agriculture, and that it therefore colts great trouble and large fums to get a fufficient 
number of workmen. But however plaufible this may appear, yet it is furprifing that 
the king ftiould be a lofer in carrying on this work j for the ore is eaiily broken, very 
near the iron-work, and very fufible. The iron is good, and can be very conveniently 
difperfed over the country. This is moreover the only iron-work in the country, 
from which every body mull fupply himfelf with iron tools, and what other iron he 
wants. But the officers and fervants belonging to the iron-work, appear to be in very 
affluent circumftanccs. A river runs down from the iron-work into the river St. Law- 
rence, by which all the iron can be fent in boats throughout the country at a low rate. 
In the evening I returned again to Trois Rivieres. 

Aug. 4ih. At the dawn of day we left Jiis place and went on towards Quebec. . 
We found the land on the north fide of the river lomewhat elevated, fandy, and clofcly 
inhabited along the water-fide. The fouth-eall Ihore, we were told, is equally well 
inhabited ; but the woods along that Ihore prevented our feeing the houfes, which are 
built further up in the country, the land clofc to the river being fo low as to be fubjeft 
to annual inundations. Near Trois Rivieres, the river grows fomewhat narrow ; but it 
enlarges again, as foon as you come a little below that place, and has the breadth of 
above two Englilh miles. 

As we went on, w'o faw federal clmrchc's of (lone, and often very well built ones. 
The ftiores of the river are clofely inhabited for about three quarters of an Englilh mile 

» 

• Tophus tubalcaini, Lmn. Syft. Nat. III. p, 187. n. 5. Minna ferri fubaquofa iilgro cicrulefctns. 
Wall* Mincrstl. p. 26:;. Germ. Ed. p. 340. n. 3. Ircm oclins in the (hape of crufls^ are fomeUmes 
cancrfiousy^as the bruifhorc. For^lcr^s l^incral. p-48. 
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up the country; but beyond that, the woods and the wildemefs tnq^cafe.' All the 
rivulets falling into the river St. Lawrence arc likewife well inhabited on both fides/ I 
obferved throughout Canada, that the cultivated lands lie only along the river 
St. Lawrence, and the other rivers in the country, the environs of towns excepted, 
round which the country is all cultivated and inhabited within the diftance of 
twelve or eighteen Lnglilh miles. I’he great illands in the river are likewife 
inhabited. * 

, The Ihores of the river now became higher, more oblique and fteep, however they 
cuuniled chiefly of earth. Now and then fome rivers, or great brooks, fall into the 
river St. Lawrence, among which o?ie of the moft confiderable is the Riviere Puante, 
which unites to the fouth-caft fide with the river St. Lawrerifce, about two French miles 
below Trois Rivieres, and has on its banks, a little W'ay from its mouth, a town called 
Bccancourt, which is wholly inhabited by Abenakce Indians, who have been converted 
to the Roman Catholic religion, and have Jefuits among them. At a great diftance, 
on the north-weft fide of the river, wc faw a chain of very high moutitains, running from 
north to fouth, elevated above the reft of the country, w'hich is quite flat here without 
any remarkable hills. 

Here were feveral lime kilns along the river ; atid the lime-ftone employed in them 
is broke in the neighbouring high grounds. It is conipa^ and grey, and the lime it 
yields is pretty white. 

'I he fields here are generally fown with wheat, oats, mai^e, and peafe. Gourds and 
water-melons are phuited in abundance near the l^rms. 

A humming bird (irochillus colubris) flew among the buflies, in a place where we 
landed to-day. I'he French call it oifeau mouche, and lay it is pretty common in Canada ; 
and I have feen it fince feveral times at (^ueblc. 

About five o’clock in the afternoon w'c were obliged to take our night’s lodgings 
on Ihore, the wind blowing very ftrong againft us, and being attctjdcd with rain. I 
found that the nearer wc came (o. Outbec, the more open and free from woods was 
the country. Ihe place where v/e paflbd the night is diftant from Ouebcc tvtclvc 
French miles. 

They have a very peculiar method of catching filh near the ftiore here. They place 
hedges along the Ihore, made of twifted oziers, lo clofc that no lilh can get through 
them, and from one foot to a yard high, according to the difl'erent depth ol the water. 
For this purpofe they choofc luch places where the water runs oil’ during the ebb, and 
lea\cs the hedges quite dry. Within this inclofure they place feveral y^heels, or filli- 
♦•traps, in the form of cylinders, but broader below. They are placcfl upright, and are 
about a yard high, and two feet aiid a half wide : on one fide near the botte^m is an 
entrance for the fifties, made ol twigs, and fometimes of yarn made into a net. 
Oppofite to this entrance, en the other fide of the wheel, loeiking iowards the low'cr 
part of the river, is another entrance, like the firft, and to a box of boards 

about four feet Ie>Kg, two deep, and two broad.' Near each df the wheels is a he'dge», 
k-adiiig oLliqurly to the long hedge, and making an acute angle with it. I’his latter 
hedge is rriacic in order to lead the fifli into the trap, and it is placed on that end of the 
long hc'tlge which looks towareis the upper part of the river ; now when the tide 
couics up the rivt?r, the lift*, and chiefly »be eels, go up with it along the river fide ; 
when tlic wutcr begins to ebb, the fifti likewife go down the river, and meeting with 
the hedges, they Iw im along them, till they come through tHe whetk into the beixes 
c;f bbards, at the top of which there is a hole with a cover, through which, the* fiih 

could 
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could be taken out. This apparatus is chiefly made on account of the eels. In fome 
places hereabouts they place nets inllead of the hedges of twigs. 

The Ihores of the river now confiiled no more of pure’ earth ; but of a fpecies of 
flate. They are very fteep, and nearly perpendicular here, and the flates of which 
they conflfl: are black, with a brown cafl } and divifiblc into thin fhivers, no thicker 
than the back of a knife. Thefe flates moulder as foon as they are expofed to the open 
air, and the (here is covere 3 i with grains of fmall fand, which are nothing but particles 
of fuch mouldered flates. Some of theflrata run horizontal, others obliquely, dipping . 
to the fouth, and riling to the north, and fometimes the contrary way. Sometimes 
they form bendings like large femicirclcs : fometitnes a perpendicular line cuts off the 
ftrata, to the depth of two feet ; and the flates on both fides of the line form a perpen^ 
dicular and fmooth wall. In fome places hereabouts, they find amongfl: the flates a 
ftratum about four inches thick of a grey, compatf, but pretty foft lime-ftone, of. 
which the Indians for many centuries have made, and the French at prefent ffill make, 
tobacco-pipes *. 

Augull 5th. This morning we continued our journey by rowing, the contrary 
wind hindering us from failing. The appearance of the Ihorcs was the fame as yeiler- 
day ; they were high, pretty fteep, and quite perpendicular ; and confifted of the black 
flate before deferibed. Th^ country at the top was a plain without eminences, and 
clofely inhabited along the river, for about the fpaccof anEngiifli mile and a half inland. 
Here arc no iflands in this part of the river, but fcveral flony places, perceptible at low 
water only, which have feveral times»proved fatal to travellers. 'I’he breadth of the 
river varies ; in fome parts it was a little more than three quarters of a mile, in others 
half a mile, and in fome above two miles. The inhabitants made ufe of the fame 
method of catching eels along* the fliofcs here, as that which I have juft before 
mentioned. In many places they make ufe of nets made of oficrs inftead of the 
hedge. 

Bugs (cimex leftularius) abound in Canada ; and I met with them in every place where 
1 lodged, both in the towns and country, and the people know of no other remedy for 
them than patience. 

The crickets (gryllus domefticus) are alfo abundant in Canada, efpecially in the 
country, where thefe difagreeable guefts lodge in the chiinnics ; nor are they uncommon 
in the towns. They ftay here both fuminer and winter, and frequently cut cloths in 
pieces for paftime. 

The cock-rpaches (blatta orientalis) have never been found in the houfes here. 

The fhores of jhe river grow more Hoping as you come nearer to Quebec. To the, 
northward appciu^ a high ridge of mountains. About two l*'rt'nch miles and a half 
from becomes very narrow, the lhor« s being within the reach of a 

muflcct-fhot from each other. The country on both fides was Hoping, hilly, covered 
with trees, and had many fmall rocks ; the fliorc was ftony. About four o’clock in 
the afternoon we happily arrived at Quebec. The city does not apjw'ar fill one is clofe 
to it, the profpeft being intercepted by a high mountain on the fonth lidi;. However, 
a part of the fortifications appear at a good diftance, being fituate on the fame moun- 
tain. As loon as the foldiers, who were with us, faw Quebec, rlu’v called out, that 

* Tim lime-ilonefecms to be a marie, or rather a kind of Hone marl ; for tUcrc i.s a w}iitl{h kmd of it 
in the Krim Taitary, and near Stiv.! or Thebes, in Greece, which is employed by the Turks and Tariare 
for giaking heads ot pipes, and that from the firll place ii called Kclfekil, amt in the Utter, Sea- Scum : it 
may be very eafily cut, but grows harder in time. F. 
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all thofe who had never been there before Ihould be ducked, if they did not pay fome* 
thing to releafe themfelves. This cuftom even the governor-general of Canada b 
obliged to fubmit to, on hk firft journey to Montreal. We did not care when we came 
in fight of this town to be exempted from this old cuftom, which is veiy advantageous 
to the rowers, as it enables them to fpcnd a merry evening on their arrival at Quebec, 
after their troublefome labour. 

Immediately after my arrival, the officer who had accoifipanicd me from Montreal, 
^ led me to the palace of the then vice-govemcMr-general of Canada, the Marquis la 
* Galiffbnniere, a nobleman of uncommon qualities, who behaved towards me with 
extraordinary goudnefs, during the, time he ftaid in this country. He had already 
ordered fome apartments to be got ready for me, and took care to provide me with 
every thing I wanted ; bcfidcs honouring me fo far to invite me to his table, almoft 
every day I was in towm. 

Auguii: 6th. Quebec, the chief city in Canada, lies on the weftem fliore of the 
river St. Lawrence, clofe to the water’s edge, on a neck of land, bounded by that 
river on the eaft fide, and by the river St. Charles on the north fide ; the mountain, 
on which the town is built, rifes ftill higher on the fouth fide, and behind it begin 
great paftures ; and the fame mountain likewifc extends a good way weftward. The 
city is diftinguifhed into the lower and the upper *. The lower lies on the river eaft- 
ward of the upper. The neck of land I mentioned before,’ was formed by the dirt and 
filth, which had from time to time been accumulated there, and by a rock which lay 
that way, not by any gradual- diminution of the water. The upper city lies above the 
other, on a high hill, and takes up five or fix times the fpace of the lower, though it 
is not quite fo populous. The mountain, on which the upper city is fituated, reaches 
above the houfes of the lower city. Notwithftanding the latter are three or four ftories 
high, and the view, from the palace of the lower city (part of which is immediately 
under it) is enough to caufe a fwimming of the head. There is only one eafy way of 
getting to the upper city, and there part of the mountain has been blown up. This 
road is very fteep, notwithftanding it is made winding and ferpentine. However, they 
go up and down it in carriages, and with waggons. All the other roads up the moun' 
tain are fo fteep, that it is very difficult to clime to the top of them. Moft of the 
Avnerchants live in the lower city, where the houfes are built very clofe together. The 
ftreets in it are narrow, very rugged, and almoft always wet. 'I'here is likewife a 
church, and a fmall market-place. The upper city is inhabited by people of quality, 
by feveral perfons belonging to the different officers, by tradefiuen, and others. In this 
jpartare the chief buildings of the town, among which the following are ‘worthy parti- 
cular notice. 

1. The palace is fituated on the weft or fteepeft fide of the mountain, juft 'above 
the lower city. It is not properly a palace, but a large building of ftone, two ftories 
high, extending north and fouth. On the weft fide of it is a court-yard, furrounded 
partly with a wall,, and partly with houfes. Or the caft fide, or towards the river, is 
a gallery as long as the whole building, and about two fatfcmm broad, paved with 
fmooth ftags, and included on the outfides by iron rails, from whence the city and the 
river exhibit a charming profped. This gallery ferves as a very agreeable walk after 
dinner, and thofe who come to fpeak with the governor-general wait here till he is at 
leifure. Th^. palace is the lodging of the governor-general of Canada, and a number 
of foldiers mount the guard before it, both at the gate and in the court-yard ; and 


* La haute vtUc and la bafle ville. 
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when the governor, or the bifliop,' comes in or goes out, they muft alt appear in 
arms, and neat the drum. The governor-general has his own chapel where he hears 
prayers ; however he often goes to mafs at the church of the'Recolets *, which is very 
near the palace. 

II. The churches in this town are feven or eight in number, and all built of ftone. 

1. The cathedral church is on the right hand, coming from the lower to the upper 
city, fomewhat beyond the bilhop’s houfe. The people were at prefent employed in 
ornamenting it. On its weft fide is a round fteeple, with two divifions, in the lower 
of which are fome bells. The pulpit, and fome other parts within the church, are 
gilt. T he feats are very fine. 

2. The Jefuits church is built in the form of a crofs, and has a round fteeple. 
This is the only church that has a clock, and I fhall mention it more particularly 
below. 

3. The Rccolets church is oppofite the gate of the palace, on the weft fide, looks 
well, and has a pretty high pointed fteeple, with a divifion below for the bells. 

4. The church of the Urfulincs has a round fpire. 

5. The church of the hofpital. 

6 . The bifhop's chapel. 

7. The church in the lower city was built in 1690, after the town had been deli- 
vered from the Englifti, and is called Notre Dame de la Viftoire. It has a finall fteeple 
in the middle of the roof, fquarc at the bottom, and round at the top. 

8. The little chapel of the governor«general may likewife be ranked amongft thefe 
churches. 

HI. The bilhop*s houfe is the firft, on the right hand, coming from the lower to the 
upper town. It is a fine large building, fiirrounded by an extenfive court-yard and 
kitchen garden on one fide, and by a wall on the other. 

IV. The college of the Jefuits, which I will deferibe more particularly. It has a 
much more noble appearance, in regard to its fixe and architeclure, than the palace it- 
felf, and would be proper for a palace, if it had a more advantageous fituation. It is 
about four times as large as the palace, and is the fineft building in town. It ftands on 
the north fide of a market, on the fouth fide of which is the cathedral. 

V. The houfe of the Recolets lies to the weft, near the palace and direftly over 
againft it, and confifts of a fpacious building, with a large orchard, and kitchen garden. 
The houfe is two ftories high j in each ftory is a narrow gallery with rooms and halls 
on one or both fides. 

VI. The Hotel do Dieu, where the fick are taken care of, lhall be deferibed in the 
fequel. The nuns that ferve the fick, are of the Auguftine order. 

VII. The houfe of the clergy f is a large building, on the north-eaft fide of the ca- 
thedral. Here is on one fide a ft)acious court, and on the other towards the river, a 
great orchard, and kitchen garden. Of all the buildings in the town none has fo fine 
a profpe£t as that in the garden belonging to this houfe, which lies on the high fliore, 
and looks a good way down the river. The Jefuits, on the other hand, have the worft, 
and hardly any profpeft at all from th«r college, nor have the Recolets any fine views 
from their houfe. In this building all the cleigy of Quebec lodge with their fuperior. 
They have large pieces of land in feveral parts of Canada, prefented to them by the 
government, from which they derive a very plentiful income. 

* A kind oF Francifoan friars, called Ordo StI. Francifei ilriftioris obCervantisc. 
f Lc Seminairc. 
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Vni. The convent of the Urfuline nuns ihall be^tmentioned in the fequel. 

Thefe are all the chief public buildings in the town, but to the north-weft, juft before 
the town, is ' » 

IX. The houfe of the intendant, a public building, whofe ftze makes it fit for a palace. 
It is covered with tin, and ftatuls in a fecond lower town, fituated fouthward upon 
the river St. Charles. It has a large and fine garden on its north fide. In this houfe 
all the deliberations concerning this province are held ; arid the gentlemen who have 
the managonicnt of the ptjlice and the civil power meet here, and the intendant gene- 
rally prcfuU's, In aftairs of great confcquence the governor-general is likewife here. 
On one fide of this houfe is ihe ftore-liouic of the crown, and on the other the 
prifon. 

Moft of the houl'esin Quebec are built of ftonc, and in the upper city they are ge- 
nerally but one flory high, the public buildings excepted. I faw a few wooden houfes 
in the town, but they mull not be rebuilt when decayed. The houfes and churches 
in the city are not built of bricks, but the black liinc-ilates of which the mountain 
confifts, whereon Quebec hands. When thefe lime-ilates arc broke at a good depth 
in the mountain, they look very cempaft at firft, and appear to have no ftiivers, or 
lamellze. at all ; but after being expofed awhile to the air, they feparate into thin leaves. 
Thefe flates are fofr, and eafily cut ; and the city-walls, together with the garden- walls, 
confift chiefly of them. The roofs of the public buildings are covered with common 
flates, which are brought from France, becaufc there are none in Canada. 

The flated roofs have for fome years withftood the changes of air and weather, with- 
out fuffering any damage. 'Fhe private houfes have roofs of boards, which are laid 
parallel to the fpars, and fometimes to the eaves, or fometiincs obliquely. I'he comers 
of houfes are made of a grey fmall-grained lime-ftone, which has a llrongfmell, like the 
ftink-ftonc *, and the windows are generally enchafed with it. This lime-llonc is more 
ufeful in thofe places than the lime-flatcs, which always fhiver in the air. The outfides 
of the houfes are generally white-wafhed. The windows are placed on the inner fide of 
the walls ; for they have fometimes double windowrs in winter. The middle roof has 
tw'O, or at inofl; three fpars, covered with boards only. The rooms are warmed in 
winter by fmalliron ftovts, which are removed in fummer. The floors are very dirty 
*'\Ti every houfe, and have all the app' arance of being cleaned but once every year. 

The powder magazine Hands on the fummit of the mountain, on which the city is 
built, and fouthward of the palace. 

The ftreets in the upper city have a fuflicient breadth, but arc very rugged, on ac- 
^ count of the rock on which it lies ; and this renders them very dilagreeablc and trou- 
blefome, both to foot-paliengers and carriages. The black lime-flates baflet out and 
projeft every where into lharp angles, which cut the flioes in pieces. 'I'hc ftreets crofs 
other at all angles, and are very crooked. 

The many great orchards and kitchen-gardens near the houfe of the Jefuits, and 
other public and private buildings, make the town appear very large, though the num- 
ber of houfes it contains is not very confiderablc. Its extent from fouth to north is 
faid to be about fix hundred toifes, and from the fliore of the river along the lower 
town, to the weftem wall, between three hundred and fifty and four hundred toifes. 
It muft be here obferved, that this fpace is not ^et wholly inhabited ; for on the weft 
and fouth fi}le, along the town walls, are large pieces of land without any buildings on 

*,Kitrutn fuillum. Lyno. Syft. III. p. 86. Lapii fuillue prifmaticui, Waller. Mineral, p. 59.<a. 1. 
Stinlc-ilouc', l^urj^ei’t InUud. to Miniialogy, p.ito. 
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them, and defUned to be built upon in future times, when the number of inhabitants 
will 1 ^ increafed in Quebec. 

The bifliop, whofe fee is in the city, is the only bifliop in Canada. His diocefe ex* 
tends to Loui&ma, on the Mesdcan gulf fouthward, and to the South Seas weftward. 

Nobifhopy the Pope excepted, ever had a more extenfive diocefe. But his fpiritual 
flock is very incbnflderable at fome diftance from Quebec, and his ihcep are often many 
hundred miles diftant from*each other. 

Quebec is the only fea>port and trading town in all Canada, and irom thence all the 
produce of the country is exported. The port is below the town in the river, which is ’ 
there about a quarter of a French mile broad, twenty-five fathoms deep, and its ground 
is very good tor anchoring. The fhips are fecured from all fiorms in this port ; how- 
ever the north-caft wind is the worn, becaufe it can act more powerfully. When I 
arrived here, I reckoned thirteen great and fmall veflels, and they expe^cd more to 
come in. But it is to be remarked, that no other fhips than French ones can come* 
into the port, though they may come from any place in France, and likewife from the 
French pofTeflions in the Weft Indies. All the foreign goods, which are found in Mont- 
real, and other parts of Canada, muft be taken from hence. The French merchants 
from Montreal, on their fide, after making a fix months flay among feveral Indian 
nations, in order to purchafe fkins of beads and furs, return about the end of Augud, 
and go down to Quebec in* September or Oftober, in order to fell their goods there. 
The privilege of felling the imported goods, it is faid, has vadly enriched the merchants 
of Quebec i but this is contradicted b^ others, who allow that there a few in affluent 
circumdiuiccs, but that the generality poflefs no more than is abfolutely neceffary for 
their bare fubfidence, and that feveral are very much in debt, which they fay is owing 
to their luxury and vanity. The merchants drefs very finely, and are extravagant in 
their repads ; and their ladies are every day in full drefs, and as much adorned as if 
they were to go to court. 

'I'he town is furrounded on almod all fidcs by a high wall, and efpecially towards 
the land. It was not quite completed when I was there, and they were very bufy in 
finifhing it. It is built of the above-mentioned black lime-flate, and of a dark grey 
fand-donc. For the corners of the gates they have employed a grey lime-done. They 
have not made any walls towards the water-fidc, but nature feems to have worked for 
them, by placing a rock there which it is impofflble to afeend. All the rifing land 
thereabouts is likewife fo well planted with cannon, that it feems impofflble for an 
enemy’s fhips or boats to come to the town without running into imminent danger of 
being funk. *On the land fide the town is likewife guarded by high mountains ; fo 
that nature and iftt have combined to fortify it. 

Quebec was founded by its former governor, Samuel de Champlain, in the year 
1608. We are informed by hidory, that its rife was very flow. In 1629, towards 
the end of July, it was taken by two Knglilhmeii, Lewis and ’fhomas Kerk, by capitu- 
lation, and fur rendered to them by the abovesmentioned de Champlain. At that time, 
Canada and Quebec were wholly deditute of provifions ; fo that they looked upon the 
Englifh more as their deliverers than their enemies. The above-mentioned Kerks 
were the brothers of the Englifh admiral David Kerk, who lay with his fleet fome- 
what lower in the river. In the year 1632, the French got the town of Quebec and 
all Canada returned to them by the peace. It is remarkable, that the French were 
doubtful whether they .fhould reclaim Canada from the Englifh, or leave it to them. 
The greater part were of opinion, that to keep it would be of no advantage to Friince, 
becaufc'the country was cold, and the expences far exceeded its produce ; and bccaufe 
France could not people fo extenfive a country, without weakening herfclf, as Spain 

2 had 
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had done before ; that it was better to keep the people in France, and employ them 
in all forts of manufactures, which would oblige the other European powers wno have 
colonies in America to bring their raw goods to French ports, and take French manu- 
factures in return. Thofe on the other hand, who had more extenfive views, knew 
that the climate was not fo rougli^s it had been reprefented. They likenife believed 
that that which caufed the cxpenccs was a hiult of the company, becaufe they did not 
manage the country wll. They would not have many jjeople font over at once, but 
little by little, fo that France might not feel it. They hoped that this colony would 
'in future times make France powerful, for its inhabitants would become more and 
more acquainted with the herring, whale, and cod hfheries, and likewife with the taking 
of fcals ; and that by this means Canada would become a fchool for training up fea- 
men. They further mentioned the feveral forts of furs, the convertion of the Indians, 
the fhip-building, and the various ufes of the cxtcnfivc woods. And laflly, that it 
would be a confiderable advantage to France, even though they fliould reap no other 
benefit, to hinder by this means the progrefs of the Englifh in America, and of their 
encreafing power, which would otltcrwife become inlupportable to France ; not to 
mention feveral other rcafons. Time has fliewn that thele rcafons were the rcfult of 
mature*judgment, and that they laid the foundation of the rife of France. It were to 
be wtfhed that we had been of the fame opinion in Sweden, at a time when we were 
actually in polTeflion of New Sweden, the fiueft and befl. province in all North America, 
or when w'e were yet in a condition to get the pofTcllion of it. Wifdom and forefight 
does not only look upon the prf::fent times, but even extends its views to futurity. 

In the year 1C63, at the beginning of February, the great earthquake was felt in 
Quebec and a great part of Canada, and there are Hill feme vefliges of its elFcCbs at 
that time ; however, no lives were lolt. . 

On the 16th of OClobcr 1690, Quebec was befieged by the Englifli general, William 
Phips, who was obliged to retire a few days after, with great lofs. I'he Englifh have 
tried feveral times to repair their Ioffes, but the river St. Law'rence has always been a 
very good defence for this country. An enemy, and one that is not acquainted with 
this river, cannot go upwards in it, without being ruined ; for in the neighbourhood 
of Quebec, it abounds with hidden rocks, and has (Irong currents in feme places, 
^hich oblige the (hips to make many windings. 

The name of Quebec, it is faid, is derived from a Norman word, on account of its 
fituation on a neck or point of land. For when one comes up in the river by I'lfle 
d’ Orleans, that part of the river St. Lawrence docs not come in fight, which lies above 
the town, and it appears as if the river St. Charles, which lic*s juft before) was a con- 
tinuation of the St. Lawrence. But on advancing further the true courfe of the river 
comes within fight, and has at firft a great fimilarity to the mouth of a river or a 'great 
bay. This has given occafion to a failor, who faw it unexpeQcdly, to cry out in his 
provincial dialc£t, Que bee *, that is, what a point of land ! and from hence it is thought 
the city obtained its name. Others derive it from the Algonkin word Quebego or 
Quebec, fignifying that which grows narrow, bccaufe the river becomes narrower as 
it comes nearer to the town. 

The river St. Lawrence is cxaftly a quarter of a French mile, or three quarters of 
an Eiigliih mile broad at Quebec. Ihe fait water never comes up to the town 
in it, and therefore the inhabitants can make ufe of the water in the river for their 
kitchens, &c. All accounts agree, that notwithftanding the breadth of this river, and 
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the violence of its courfe, efpccially during ebb, it is covered with ice during the 
whole winter, which is ftrong enough for walking, and a carriage may go over it. It 
isfatd to happen frequently that, when the river has been open in May, there arefuch 
cold nights in this month, that it freezes again, and will bear walking over. This is 
a clear proof of the intenfenefs of the froli here, efpecially when one confiders that 
which I fliall mention immediately after, about the ebbing and flowing of the tide in 
this river. The greateft breadth of the river, at its mouth, is computed to be twenty- 
fix French miles, or feventy-eight Englilh miles, though the boundary between the * 
fea and the river cannot well be afeertained, as the latter gradually lofes itfelf in, and 
unites with the former. The greateft part of the water contained in the numerous 
lakes of Canada, four or five of which are like large feas, is forced to difembogue into 
the fea by means of this river alone. The navigation up this river from the fea is ren- 
dered very dangerous by the ftrength of the current, and by the number of fand-banks, • 
which often arife in places where they never were before. The Englilh have ex- 
pjerienced this formation of new lands once or twice, when they attempted to conquer 
Canada. Hence the French have good rcafons to look upon the river as a barrier to 
Canada*. 

The tide goes £ir beyond Quebec in the river St. Lawrence, as I have mentioned 
above. The difference between high and low water is generally between fifteen and 
fixteen feet, French meafure ; but with the new and full moon, and when the wind 
is likewife favourable, the difference is feventeen or eighteen feet, which is indeed very 
confidcrablc. * 

Augult 7th. Ginfeng is the current French name in Canada, of a plant, the root of 
which has ji very great value in China f. It has been growing fmee times immemorial 
in the Chinefc Tartary and in Corea, wKere it is annually collefted and brought to 
China. Father Du Haldc fays, it is the moft precious, and the moft ufeful of all the 
plants in Eallem Tartary j and attracts, every year, a number of people into the deferts 
of that country. I'he Mantechoux-Tartars call it orhota, that is the moft noble, or 
the queen of plants. The Tartars and Chinefc praife it very much, and aferibe to it 
the power of curing feveral dangerous difeafes, and that of reftoring to the body new 
ftrength, and fuppTying the lofs caufed by the exertion of the mental, and corporeal 
faculties. An ounce of ginfeng bears the furprizing price of feven or eight ounces of 
iilver at Peking. When the French botanifts in Canada firft faw a figure of it, they 
remembered to have foen a fimilur plant in this country. They were confirmed in their 
conjedture by qonfideriiig that feveral fettlements in Canada lie under the fame latitude 
with thofe parts of .the Chinefe Tartary, and China, where the true ginfeng grows wild. ’ 
They fucceeded in their attempt, and found the fame ginfeng wild and abimdant in 
feveral parts of North America, both in French and Englilh plantations, in plain parts 
of the woods. It is fond of lhade, and of a deep rich mould, and of land which is 
neither wet nor high. It is not every where very common, for Ibmetimcs one may 
fcarch the woods for the fpace of feveral miles without finding a fingle* plant of it \ but 

* The river St. Lawrence was no more a barrier to the vidorious Britiih fleets in the laA war, nor 
were the fortifications of Qiiebec c.ipable to withfland the gallant attacks of their land army, which dif- 
appointed the good Frenchmen in Canada of their too fanguine expciflations ; and, at pretent, they are 
rather happy at this change of fortune, which has made them fubjedts of the Ikitifli fcejtfrei whofe mild 
influence they at pretent enjoy. F. 

f Botanifts know this plant by the name of panax qninqucfolium, foliis tematis quinatis. Linn. Mat. 
Med. ^,116. Sp. plant, p. 15. 12. Cronov. FI. Virg. p. 147. See likewife Cateloy’s Nat. Hill.'* of 
Carolina, vqI. iii.p. 16 t. 16. Laifitau Giuf, 51. t. 1. Father Charlevoix Hift* de la Nouvtlle France, 
tom. iv. p. 308. fig. xiii. and tom. v. p. 24. 
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in thofe fpots where it grows it is always found in great abundance. It flowers in Maf 
and June, and its berries are ripe at the end of Auguft. It bears tranfplanting very 
well, and will foon thrive* in Us new ground. Some people here, who have gatflered 
the berries, and put them intoi^eir kitchen-gardens, told me that they lay one or two 
years in the ground without comng up. The Iroquefe, or Five (Six) Nations, call the 
ginfeng roots garangtoging, which it is faid fignihes a child, the roots bearing a feint 
refemblancc to it ; but others are of opinion that they mean the thi^h and leg by it, and 
the roots look pretty like it. The French ufe this root for curing the aflhma, as a 
ftomachic, and to promote fertility in women. The trade which is carried on with it 
here is very brifk ; for they gather great quantities of it, and fend them to France, 
from whence they are brought to China, and fold there to great advantage *. It is 
faid the merchants in France met with amazing fuccefs in this trade at thcfiril outfet, 
but by continuing to fend the ginfeng over to China, its price is fallen confiderably 
there, and confequcntly in France anti Canada ; however, they ftill find their account 
in it. In the fummer of 1748, a pound of ginfeng was fold for fix francs, or livres, 
at Quebec ; but its common price here is one hundred fols, or five livres. During my 
ftay in Canada, all the merchants at Quebec and Montreal received orders from their 
correfpondents in France to fend over a quantity of ginfeng, there being an uncommon 
demand for it this fummer. The roots were accordingly collcfled in Canada with all 
poflible diligence ; the Indians efpecially travelled about the country in order to collect 
as much as they could together, and to fell it to the merchants at Montreal. The In- 
dians in the neighbourhood of this town wereslikewife fo much taken up with this 
bufmefs, that the French farmers W'ere not able during that time to hire a fingle Indian, 
as they commonly do, to help them in the harveft. Many people feared left by con- 
tinuing for feveral fuccelllve years to colle£b‘thcfe plants, without leaving one or two in 
each place to propagate their fpccies, there will foon be very few of them left ; which 
I think is very likely to happen, for by all accounts they formerly grew in abundance 
round Montreal, but at prefent there is not a fingle plant of it to be found, fo eOfedtually 
have they been rooted out. This obliged the Indians this fummer to go far within the 
Englifh boundaries to colled thefe roots. After the Indians have fold the frelh roots 
to the merchants, the latter muft take a great deal of pains with them. They are 
fpread on the floor to dry, which commonly requires two months and upwards, ac- 
cording as the feafon is wet or dry. During that time they muft be turned once or 
twice every day, left they fliould putrify or moulder. Ginfeng has never been found 
fer north of Montreal. The fuperior of the clergy here, and fevera) other people, 
aflured me that the Chinefe value the Canada ginfeng as much as the Tartarian t ; 
and that no one ever had been entirely acqumnted with the Chinefe method of pre- 

S it. However it is thought amongft other preparations they dip the roots in a 
ion of the leaves of ginfeng. The roots prepared by the Chinefe are almoft 
tranfparent, and look like horn in the infide ; and the roots which are fit for ufe, muft 
be heavy and compad in the infide. 

The plant which throughout Canada bears the name of herba capillaris is likewife 
one of thofe with which a great trade is carried on in Canada. The English in their 
plantations call it maiden-hair ; it grows in all their North American colonies, which 

* Mr. Oflrick feems to doubt whether the Ktiropcans reap any advanta^'M from tin.' i'Jv.feiig trade or 
not, .bicaufe the Chinefe do not value the Canada roots fo much as thofe of the Cliinefe I'artary ; and 
rfier/fore tjic former bear fcarce half the price of the latter. Sec Olbeck's Voyage to Ciiina, yol. I. 
p. 2*4 ^ V. 

f This is JircAly oppofite to Mr. Oibtek’s aiTertion. See the preceding note. F. 
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I travelled through, and likewife in the fouthcm parts of Canada ; but I never found 
it near Quebec. It grows in the woods in fhady places and in a good foil *. Several 
people in Albany and Canada aflured me that its leaves were.very much ufed inftead of 
tea, in confumptions, coughs, and all kinds of peQ^l difeafes. This they have 
learnt from the Indians, who have made ufe of this plimf for thefe purpofes fince time 
immemorial. This American maiden-hair is reckoned preferable in furgei7 to that 
which we have in Europe t? and therefore they fend a great quantity of it to France 
every year. The price is different, and regulated according to the goodnefs of the 
plant, the care in preparing it, and the quantity which is to be got. For if it be 
brought to Quebec in great abundance, the price, falls ; and on the contraryj it rifes, 
when the quantity gathered is but fmall. Commonly the price at Quebec is between 
live and fifteen fols a pound. The Indians went into the woods about this time, and 
travdled far above Montreal in quell of this plant. 

The kitchen herbs fucceed very well here. The white cabbage is very fine, but 
fometimes fuffers greatly from worms. Onions (allium cepa) are very much in ufe 
here, together with other fpccics of leeks. They likewife plant feveral fpecies of 
gourds, melons, fallads, wild fuccory or wild endive (cichorium intybus), feveral kinds 
of peafe, beans, P’rench beans, carrots, and cucumbers. They have plenty of red 
beets, horfe-radiflies and common radifhes, thyme, and marjoram. Turnips are 
fown in abundance, and ufed* chiefly in winter. Parfnips arc fometimes eaten, though 
not very common. Few people took notice of potatoes ; and neither the common 
(folanum tuberofum) nor the Bermuda ones (convolvulus batatas) were planted in 
Canada. When the French here are afkcd why they do not plant potatoes, they 
anfwer, that they cannot find any relifh in them, and they laugh at the Englifli who are 
fo fond of them. Throughout all North* America the root cabbage J (braffica gon- 
gylodes Linn.) is unknown to the Swedes, Englifh, Dutch, Irim, Germans, and 
Frcncli. Thofe who have been employed in fowing and planting kitchen herbs in 
Canada, and have had I'ome experience in gardening, told me that they were obliged 
to fend for frcfli feeds from France every year, becaufe they commonly lofe their 
ftrength here in the third generation, and do not produce fuch plants as would equal 
the original ones in tafte and goodnefs. 

The Europeans have never been able to find any charadters, much lefs writings, or 
books, among the Indians, who have inhabited North America fince time immemorial, 
and fcom to be all of one nation, and fpcak the fame language. I'hefe Indians have 
therefore lived in the greatell ignorance and darknefs, during fome centuries, and are 
totally unacquainted with the flatc of their country before the arrival of the Europeans, 
and all their knowledge of it confifts in vague traditions and mere fables. It is not 
certain Vlrhether any other nations poffeffod America before the prefent Indian inha- 
bitants came into it, or whether any other nations vifited this part of the globe before 
Columbus difeovered it. It was equally unknown whether the Chriftian religion was 
ever preached here in former times. I converfed with feveral Jefuits, who undertook 
long journies in this extenfive country, and afleed them, whether they had met with any 
marks that there had formerly been fome Chriftians among the Indians which lived here? 

• It is the adianturtl pedatum of Linn. fp. pi. p. 1557. Cornutus, in li/s Canadenf. plant. Hiftoria. 
p. 7. calls it adianlum Atncricanuni, and gives together with the d d'eription, a figure of it, 6. 

•f A diantum capillua veneris. '1 Vue maiden-hair, 

J This is a kind ofcabbap;e with large round eatable roots ; which grow out above the ground, wiicrc- 
in it differs from the turnip-cabbage (braflica napobraflica) whofc root grows in the ground. Botlfare 
common iiXJermany, and the former likewife in Italy. 
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but they all anfwered, that they had not found any. The Indians have ever been as 
ignorant of architedure and manual labour as of fcience and writing. In vain does one 
feek for welbbuilt towns 'and houfes, artiiicial fortifications, high towers and pillars, 
and fuch like, among thetu,^,.V!^nch the old world can fhew from the moll antient 
. times. Their dwelling-places-OTe wretched huts of bark, expofed on all fides to wind 
and rain. All their mafonry-work conilflis in placing a few grey rock-ftones on the 
ground, round their fire-place, to prevent the firebrands from fpreading too far in 
their hut, or rather, to mark out the fpacc intended for the fire-place in it. 'rravellers 
do not enjoy a tenth part of the plcafure in (raverfing thofc countries which they mull 
receive on their joumies through yur old countries, where they, ahnoll every day, 
meet with fome veflige or other of antiquity : now an antient celebrated town prefents 
itfelf to view ; here the remains of an old callle ; there a field, where, many centuries 
ago, the moft powerful and t!ie mod fkilful generals, and the greatell kings, foiight 
a bloody battle, now the native Ipri and refidence of fonte great or learned man. In 
fuch places the mind is delighted in various ways, and reprefents all pad occurrences 
in living colours to ilfclf. We can enjoy none of thefe pleafurts in America. 'I'hc 
hidory of the country can be traced no further than from the arrival of the Europeans, 
for ever}' thing that happened before that period is more like a fiction, or a dream, 
than any thing that really happened. In later times there have, however, been found 
a few marks of antiquity, frqm v. ’iieh it may be cojijedulvd, that North America was 
formerly inhabited by a nation more verfed in feiem e, am! more civiliz(;d iliuii that 
which the Europeans found on their arrival (tore j or iliat a great military expedition 
was undertaken to this continent, from tliefe knowti parts of the world. 

This is confirmed by an account wiiich I received from J\lr. dc Verandrier, w'lio 
has commanded the expedition to the f'oKlh-fca in-perfon, of which 1 (hall prefently 
give an account. I have heard it repeated by others, who have been eye-witnelfes of 
every thing that happened on that cccafion. Some years before I came into C!anada, 
the then governor-general, Chevalier de Bcauharnois, gave Mr. de Vei'anJrier an ordtT 
to go from Canada, with a number of people, on an expedition acrols North America 
to the Ibuth lea, in order to examine how far tliofe two places arc dillant from each 
other, and to fitul out what advantages might accrue to Canada or I.ouifiana from a 
communication with that ocean. They fet out on horfeback from Montreal, and went 
as much due weft as they could, on account of the lakes, rivers, and mountains, which 
fell in their way. As they cuim; far into the country, beyond many nations, they 
fomclinies met with large tracts of land fret' from wood, but coveretl with a kintl of 
very tall grafs, for the fpace of fomc days journey. Many of thefe fiilds were every 
where covered with furrows, 4s if they had been ploughed and fown fi^rmerly. It is 
to be obferved, that the nations, which now inhabit North America, could iiotTuliivale 
the land in this manner, becaule they never made ufe of horl’cs, oxen, phuighs, or any 
inftruments of huflrandry, nor had they ever feen a ph)ugh before the Europeans came 
to them. In twi) or three places, at a confidcrable thllance from eacii otiter, our 
travellers met with impreflions of the feet of grown people and children in a rttek ; hut 
this feems to have been no more than a lufus naturm. When they came far to the 
weft, where, to the beft of their knowledge, no Frenchmen or European had ever 
bee n, they found in one place in tin; woods, and again on a large plain, great jjillars of 
lloiie, leaning upon each other. The pillars conliftcd «f one lingle (lone each, and the 
Frenchmen could not but fuppofe that they had beeti cr,.cLed by human hands. 
Sofnctinics they have found fuch Hones laid upon one another, and, as it were, fanned 
into a wall. In fome of thole places where they found fuch ftoues, they could not 
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find any other forts of ftone. They have not been able to difeover any charaQers or 
writing upon any of thefe idonesy though they have made a very careful Icarch after 
them. At laft they met with a large done, like a pillar, and in it a fmaller done was 
fixed, which was covered on both fides with unknown charaflers. I’his done, which 
was about a foot of French meafure in length, and bfefwccn four or five inches broad,, 
they broke loofe, and carried to Canada with them, from whence it was fent to France, 
to the fecretary of date, the Count of Maurepas. What became of it afterwards is 
unknown ; to them but they think it is yet preferved in his coliedion. Several of the 
Jefuits, who have feen and handled this done in Canada, tmanimoufly aiTirm, that the 
letters on It are the fame with thofc which in the books, coiilaitiing accountslf Tataria, 
are called 'I'atarian charatters * ; and that, on comparing both together, they found 
them pcrfcdtly alike. Notwithdanding the qucltions which the French on the fouth- 
fca cxjicdition alkcd the people there concerning the lime when, and by whom thofe . 
pillars were erected ? what their traditions and fentiments concerning them were.? who 
had wrote the charafters ? what was meant by them ? what kind ot letters they were ? 
in what language they were written ? and other circuindances ; yet they could never get 
the lead explication, the Indians being as ignorant of all thofe things as the French 
ihemfeivcs. All they couKl fay was, that thcle dcwies had been in thofe places time 
immemorial. The places where the pillars dood were neat nine hundred French miles 
wedvvard of Montreal. I'hd chief intention of this journey, viz. to come to the fouth> 
lea, and to examine its didance from Canada, vias never attained on this occaiion. 
i'or tile people fent out for that purpol'e wen* induced to take parr in a war between 
foine of the mod didant Indian nations, in which Ionic of tlie French were taken 
prifoners, and the red obliged to return. Among the lad and mod wcderly Indians 
they were" with, they heard that the fouth'»fea was but a few days journey off ; that they 
(the Indians) often traded with the Spaniards on that c.oalt, and fgmetimes likcwife 

• Tills account fetms to lie juMbabk, for we liiul iti Marco Paolo that Kublai-Khan, one of the 

fiicccflorn t)f G<.F,g])!/kIiiin, after Uie cttiiqueit of the iouihi ni j>ait of Cliina, hnl .Oii-f?!* out to conquer the 
kingdom of Japun. oi , .T' tln-y c.ill ii, Nipun-gri ; but hi a renible fturm riic whole flt'ct wa.s calf, away, and 
iiotliing was ever In aid of llu* men in that licit. It fet-mi tliat Tome of tliefc lliips wi.'re call to the ftiorcs, 
oppoliie the great American lake?, lotwcoii forty ami fifty degrees north latitude, and there probably 
erected ihcfc moi.unu’nts, and weie the ancefttns of h.«me iial-onswlio are called Mo/omiteka, and have foinc 
degree of ci\i!i:i;;lii>ii. /Yiiolht r jjart of lliis Iket, it Icenis, reached tlic country oppoiitc Mexico, and there 
toundvd the Mexleaii empire, which, according to their own records as preferved by the Spaniards, and in 
tlicir painted aimai.s in 1'iirL'ha.s’s Pilgi image, arc very rcccnv ; fo that they can fcarcely remember any more 
than ieven ptinct;. before Mofeziima If. wdio was reigning when the Spaniards aniv'cd there 1519, under 
Fernando Cortez ,* fonh cpiently i!ie fn il of ilid*: princes, fuppofing each had a of lhirty-thi‘cc years 
and f(jur month-, and iiddirg to i tl:.' lisleen years of MouTcziima, began to reign in the year 1270, when 
Kuhlai>Khan, the conqniror tif all (Jhina and t)f Japan, was on the throne, and yi wliofe tirtie happened, 1 
believe, tlic lii ft abortive exjudiiion to Japan, which 1 mentioned above, and probably furniflied North 
Amciica witli civilized inhalntants. 'riveie h, if I am not millukcn, a great iimllarity between llie figures 
of the Mexican idolb, and tholn wlr'ch a»c iifual among the Tartar.s, who embrace the dodrines and religion 
of the Dalai- Lama, whole religion K iiblai Khan fii Ll introduced among .the Mongul=, or Moguls. The 
lav.ige Indians of North Amerii a, it fecins, have another origin, and are j>!obabiy dcfcoiided from the 
Yukaghiri, and Tehuekichdi, inliabiicTins of the inoll calletly aed nortltcrly part of Alia, xvhcic, according 
to the accounts of the Knilians, ihue is but a fmal! i raj ret to America, i lie ferocity of thclc nations^ 
fimilar to that of the Ameiieaiis., tluir way of painuing, their fondnrfs of inc’hriaiing liquors, (which the 
Yukagliiri prepare iVoin poifonon.s and iiubiiating mufhroom#, bought of tlm Rnfli.ms) and many other 
things, fliow them plainly to be of tlie fame origin. The lilki.nanx feems to be the fame nation with the 
inhabitants of Greenland, the SamoyecltF, and Lnpponiano- South Amciic:i, and efpeciall/ Peru,. is pro- 
bably peopled from the great unknown loiiih contintnt, which is very near Ameiica, civilized, and full of 
iultahitants of various colours ; who therefore nu’cht very calily be call oft the Amcticau contiuent, in biwts, 

'»?• proas. F. 
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they went to Hudfon's Bay, to trade with the Englifh. Some of thefe Indians had 
houfes, which were made of earth. Many nations had never feen any Frenchmen ; 
they were commonly clad in Ikins, but many were quite naked. 

All thofe who had made lon^ jourtjies in Canada to the fouth, but chiefly wellward, 
agreed that there were many great plains dellitutc of trees, where the land was fur- 
rowed, as if it had been ploughed. In what manner this happened no one knows ; for 
the corn-fields of a great village, or town, of the Indians, ‘arc fcarce above four or fix 
of our acres in extent ; whereas thofe furrowed plains fometimes continue for feveral 
days journey, except now and then a fmall fmooth fpot, and here and there fome 
rifing grAinds. 

I could not hear of any more veftiges of antiquity in Canada, notwithftanding my 
careful enquiries after them. In the continuation of my journey for the year 1750 *, 
I lhall find an opportunity of fpcaking of tw'o other remarkable curiofitics. Our 
Swedjlh Mr. George Weftman, A. M. has clearly and circumftantially (hewn that our 
Scandinavians, chiefly the northern ones, long before Columbus’s time, have under- 
taken voyages to North America ; fee his diflertation on that fubjed, which he read at 
Abo in 1747, for obtaining his degree. 

Auguft 8 th. This morning I vifited the largeft nunnery in Quebec. Men are pro- 
hibited from vifiting under very heavy punifliments ; except in fome rooms, divided by 
iron rails, where the men and women that do not belong to the convent, ftand without, 
and the nuns within the rails, and converfe with each other. But to encrcafe the many 
favours which the French nation heaped upon me, as a Swede, the governor-general 
got the bilhop’s leave for me to enter the convent, and fee its conftrudion. The 
bifliop alone has the pow'cr of granting this favour, but he docs it very fparingly. The 
royal phyfician, and a furgeon, are however 'at libertyto go in as often as they think 
prt^er. Mr. Gaulthicr, a man of great knowledge in phyfic and botany, was at prefent 
the royal phyfician here, and accompanied me to the convent. We firft law the 
hofpital, which I fliall prefcntly deferibe, and then entered the convent, which forms a 
part of the hofpital. It is a great building of ftone, three ftorics high, divided in the 
infidc into long galleries, on both fides of which are cells, halls, and rooms. The cells 
of the nuns are in the higheft ftory, on lx)th fides of the gallery ; they are but fmall j 
not painted in the infide, but hung with paper piftures of faints, and of our Saviour on 
the crofs. A bed with curtains, and good bed-clothes, a little narrow defk, and a chair 
or two, is the whole furniture of a cell. They have no fires in winter, and the nuns 
are forced to lie in the cold cells. On the gallery is a Hove, which is heated in winter, 
and as all the rooms are left open, fome warmth can by this means come into them. 
In the middle ftory arc rooms where they pafs the day together. One of thefe is the 
room where they are at work j this is large, finely painted and adorned, and has an 
iron ftove. Here they were at their needle-work, embroidering, gilding, and making 
flowers of filk, which bear a great fimilarity to the natural ones. In a word, they were 
all employed in fuch nice works, as were fuitable to ladies of their rank in life. In 
another hall they afl'emblcd to hold their juntos. Another apartment contains thofe 
who are indifpofed ; but fuch as are more dangeroufly ill have rooms to themfelves. 
The novices, and new comers, are taught and inftrudled in another hall. Another is 
deftined for their refeftory, or dining-rooii!, in which are tables on all fides; on one 
fide of it is a fmall dcfli, on which is laid a French book, concerning the life of thofe 
fiiints who are mentioned in ^be New Teftaraent. When they dine, ui are filent ; one 


* Thi? part has not yet been publilhed. 
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of the eldeft gets into the deik, and reads a part of the book before-mentioned ; and 
when they are gone through it, they read fome other religious book. During the 
meal, they fit on that fide of the table which is turned towards the wall. Almoft in 
every room is a gilt table, on which are placed candles, together wiih the picture of our 
Saviour on the crofs, and of foine faints : before thefe tables they fay their prayers. 
On one fide is the church, and near it a large gallery, divided from the church by rails, 
fo that the nuns could only look into it. In this gallery they remain during divine 
fervice, and the clergyman is in the church, where the nuns reach him his facerdota\ 
clothes through a hole, for they are not allowed to go into the veitry, and to be in the 
fame room with the priefi. I'here are ftill feveral other rooms and halls here, the ufe 
of which I do not remember. 'I'he loweft ftory contains a kitchen, bake-houfe, fe- 
veral butteries, &c. In the garrets they keep their corn, and dry their linen. In the 
middle ftory is a balcony on the outfide, almoft round the whole building, where the 
nuns are allowed to take air. The profpeft from the convent is very tine on every 
fide ; the river, the fields, and the meadows out of town, appear there to great ad- 
vantage. On one fide of the convent is a large garden, in which the nuns arc at liberty 
to walk about ; it belongs to the convent, and is furrounded with a high wall. There 
is a quantity of all forts of fruits in it. This convent, they lay, contains about fifty 
nuns, moft of them advanced in years, fcarce any being under forty years of age. At 
this time there w'cre two yo\mg ladies among them who were initrucied in thofe things 
which belong to the knowledge of nuns. I'hcy are nor allowed to become nuns im- 
mediartdy af ter their entrance, but mqfl pafs through a noviciate of two or three years, 
in order to try whether they will be conllant ; for, during that time, it is in their 
power to leave the convent, if a inonaftic life does not fuit their inclinations. But as 
fbon as they are received among the nuns, and have made their vows, they arc obliged 
to continue tln.'ir whole life in it : if they appear willing to change their mode of life, 
they arc lockt^d up in a rojm, from whence they can never get oat. The nuns of this 
convent never go further from it than to the hnfpital, which lies near it, and even 
makes a part of it. They go thereto attend the Tick, and fo take care of them. 1 was 
told by feveral people here, fome of which were ladies, that none of the nuns went 
into a convent till flic had attained to an age ifi which Ihe had finall hopes of ever 
getting a huiband. 'nie nuns of all the three convents in Quebec looked very old, by 
which it feems that there is fome foundation for this account. 

The liofpital, as I have before-mentioned, makes a part of the convent. It confifts 
of two largo halls and fome rooms near the apothecary’s fliop. In the halls arc two 
rows of beds ’on each fide, within each other. The beds next to the wall are furnifliotl 
with curtains, the outward ones arc witlu)ut them. In each bed are fine bed-clothcs, 
with clean double Ihccts. As fi)on as a lick perfon has left his bed, it is made again, 
in order to keep t!ie hofpital in clcanlinefs and order, 'fhe beds are two or three yards 
diftant, and near each is a fmall table. There arc good iron ftoves, and fine windows, 
in this hall. The nuns attend tlie fick peo.ple, and bring them mail and other necef- 
farles; bclidcs them there are fome m -u wiio attend, and a I'urgeon. The royal 
phyficiau is likew'ife obliged to come hither once or twice every ciay, to look after every 
thing, and give preferiptions. They commonly rec. ive fick foldicrs into this hofpital, 
who are very numerous in July and Augult, when the kitig’s fliips arrive, atul in time 
of war; but at other times, when no uumlier ol loidiers are fick,»other people 
can take their places, as far as the number of empty beds will reach. The king fiikls 
every thing here that is requiiltc for the fick perfoiis, viz. proviftons, incdiiines, 

fuel 



KALm’s travels in north AMERICA. 


fuel, &c. Thofe who arc very ill are put into feparate rooms, in order that the 
noife in the great hall may not be troublcfome to them. 

The civility of the inhabitants here is more relincd than that of the Dutch and Englifli 
in the fettlcments belonging to Great Britain ; but the latter, on the other hand, do 
not idle their time away in drefling, as the French do here. The ladies, efpccially, 
drefs and powder their hair every day, and put their locks in papers every night ; 
which idle cuftom was not introduced in the Englifli fettleniAits. I’hc gentlemen wear 
generally their own hair ; but foinc have wigs. People of rank are uleil to wear laced 
deaths, and all the crowTi-ofliccrs wear fwwds. All the gentlemen, even thofe ol 
rank, the govcnior-general excepted,, when they go into town on a day that looks 
like rain, carry their cloaks on their left arm. Acquaintances of either fex, wdio 
have not feen each other for fomc time, on meeting again fahue with mutual kifles. 

Concerning the Canada plants, 1 can here add, that the further you go northward 
the more you find the plants are the fame with the Swedifli ones : thus, on the north 
lide of Quebec, a fourth pan of the plants, if not more, are the fame with the fpon- 
tancous plants in Sweden. A few plants and trees, which have a particular quality, 
or arc applied to feme particular life, fliall however, be mentioned in a few words, in 
the fequcl. 

The rein-deer mcf^ : lichen rangilcrinus) grows plentiful in the woods round Quebec. 
Mr. Gaukhier, and fevcral other gentlt jueii,*told me, that the French, on their long 
journies through the woods, on account ol their fur tratle with the Indians, .fometimes 
boil this niofs, and drink the decoction for wanted belter food, when tlieir provifions 
are at an end ; and they fay it is very muritive. Several Frenchmen, who have been in 
the Terra Labrador, where there art' many rein-deer (which tiie French aiul^ Indians 
here call cariboux) related, that all the land ihere is in uiofl place# covered with this 
rein-deer mofs, fo that the ground looks as white as ihow. 

Auguft loth. Thi.s day 1 ditied with the Jefuits. A few^ays before 1 paid my vitit 
to them ; and the next day their prefident, and another, father Jc'fult callcil on me, 
to invite me to dine witii them to-day. I attended divine ferviceiii their church, which 
is a part of their houfo. It is very fine wiiliin, though it has no feats ; for every one is 
obliged to kneel down during the lervicc. Above the chureh i.s a fmall fleejile, with 
^ clock, 'rile building the Jefuits live in is magiiificenlly built, and looks exceeding 
iitip both without and within, which gives it a fimilarity to a fine palace, li confilfs 
of (tone, is three Itorics high, exclufive of the garret, covered with ihites, and liuilt 
in a fquare form, like the new' palace at Stockholm, including a large equrr. Iisfize 
js fucli that three hundred families would find room cnotigh in it ; though at prefent 
there were not above twenty Jefuits in it. Someiimes there is a much greater number 
of them, efpccially when thofe return who have been lent as miflionaiies into the 
country. 'I’here is a long walk along the fides of the fquare, in every ftory, on both 
fides of which are either tells, halls, or other apartments for the friars ; and likewife 
their library, apothecary fliop, Sic. Every thing is very well regulated, and the Jeluits 
are very well accommodated here. On the outfidc is their college, which is on two 
lidcs furrounded with great orchards and kitchen-gardens, in which they have fine 
walks. A part of the trees here are the remains of the forefl which flood here v, Iten 
the French began to build this fow'n. 'I’hcy have befidcs planted a numljcr of innt- 
irees; lual the garden is flocked with all fort,s of plants lor the ufe or 'the kitchen. 
The Jeluits dine together in a great hall. There arc tables placed all rourul it ai- eg 
ihc walls, and feats between the tables and the walls, but not on the otlier li;!c. Nvar 
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one wall is a pulpit, upon which one of the fathers gets during the meal, in order to 
read fome religious book j but this day it was omitted, all the time being employed in 
converfation. They dine very well, and their difhes are as numerous as at the greateft 
feafts. In this fpacious building you do not lee a fingle woman; all are fathers 
or brothers. ; the latter of which are young men brought up to be Jefuits. They 
prepare the meal, and bring it upon table; for the common fervants are not 
admitted. 

Befides the bifhop, there are three kinds of clergymen in Canada ; viz. Jefuitss 
priells, and recolets. The Jefuits are, without doubt, the moll confiderable ; therefore 
they commonly fay here, by way of proverb, nhat a hatchet is fulHcient to fketch out 
a recolet ; a priefl: cannot be made without a chifl'el ; but a Jefuit abfolutely requires the 
pencil * ; to Ihcw how much one furpaffes the others, 'i'he Jel'uits are cotnmonly 
very learned, itudious, and are very civil and agreeable in company. In their whol^ 
deportment there is fornething pleaiing ; it is no wonder therefore that they captivate 
the minds of the people. They feldom fpoak of religious matters ; and if it happens, 
they generally avoid difputes. They are very ready to do any one a fervicc; and 
when they fee that their afliltance is wanted, they hardly give one time to fpeak of it, 
falling to work immediately, to bring about what is required of them. 'I'lieir converia- 
tion is vci’y entertaining and learned, fo that one cannot be tired of their company. 
Among all the Jefuits 1 have converfod with in Canada, I have not found one who 
was not poflefied of ihcfe qualities in a very eminent degree. 'I’hey have large poi- 
feJliuns in this country, which the I'Vench king gave fltem. At Montreal they have 
likewii'e a fine church, and a litile neat houfe, with a linall but pretty garden within. 
'I'licy do_ n(.)t care to become preachers to a congregation in the town or country ; but 
leave the‘ib places, together with the tfhioluments arifmg from them, to the priefts. 
All tlicir bulinels here is to convert the heathens ; and with that view tlieir millionaries 
are fcattered over every part of this country. Near every town and village, peopled by 
converted Indians, are one or two Jefuits, who take great care that they may not return 
to Pagaiiilin, but live as CliriiUans ought to do. Thus there are Jefuits with the con- 
verted Indians in Tadoulfac, I.oretre, Bccancourt, St. Francois, Saut St. Louis, and 
all over (/anada. J’here are likcwife Jefuit millionaries with thole who are not con- 
verted ; ft) that tluere is commonly a Jefuit in every village belonging to the Indians, 
whom he endeavours on all occalions to convert. In wimer he goes on their great 
hunts, where he is frequently obliged to fulFer all imaginable inconveniences, fuch as 
walking in the fnow all day, lying in the open air all winter, being out both in good 
and batl weather, the Indians not regarding any kind of weather : lying in the huiian 
huls, which often fwarin with llcas and other vermin, tSec. ’I'hc Jefuits undergo all 
tilde hardihii);' fertile fake of converting the Indians, and likewilb for political rcalbns. 
The .k raiis are of great ufe to their king ; for they are frequently able to poridule’the 
Indians to break their treaty with the Knglifli, to make war upon them, to bring their 
lirs to t!ie I'Vendi, and not to permit the Englifh to come amongil: them. But there 
is Idme danger attending thefe attempts; for when the Indians are in liquor, they 
I'omctimes kill the millionaries w'ho live with them ; calling tliem Ipies, or excufing 
themft.’ives by ki) it’g that the brandy had killed them. Thele are accordingly the chief 
occupations of the Jefuits hero. They do not go to vifit the lick in the town, they do 
not hear the* confcllions, and attend at no funerals. I have never feen them go in 

* Pour Lire uii r-.cu!i.'t il faut uue hachcttCf pour uii pretre ua eifeau, mais pour uu jefuite il Uiiit u:. 

procefiions 



648 KALm’s travels in north AMERlcX. 

proccffions in remembrance of the Virgin Mary and other faints. They feldom go 
into a houfc in order to get meat ; and though they be invited, they do not like to ftay, 
except they be on a journby. Every body fees that they are, m it were, felefted 
from the other people, on account of their luperior genius and qualities. ^ They are here 
reckoned a moll: cunning fet of people, who generally fuccced in their undertakings, 
and furpa& all others in acutenels of underftanding. 1 have therefore feveral times 
obferved that they have enemies in Canada. They never receive any others into their 
fociety, but perfons of very promifing parts ; fo that tUtere are no blockheads among 
them. On the other hand, the prielts receive the bell; kind of people among their 
order they can meet with ; and in the choice of monks, tiury are yet Id's careful. 
The Jefuits who live here, are all come from France ; and many of them return 
thither again, after a flay of a tew years here. Some (live or fix of which arc yet alive) 
who were born in Canada, went over to France, and wore received among the 
Jefuits there ; but none of them ever came back to C'anada. I know not wliat political 
rcafon hindered them. During my Hay in Quebec, one of lh(' pi ielLs, with the billiop’s 
leave, gave up his priellhood and became a Jefuit. The other prielts were very ill 
pleafcd with this, bccaufe it feoincd as if he looked upoti their conditifin as too mean 
for himfcif. 'I’hofe congregations in the country that pay rents to tile J. iuits, have, 
however, divine fcrvicc performed by priclliji, who arc appointed by the biiliop } and 
the land-rent only belongs to the Jefuits. Neither the prielts nor the Jeluiis carry on 
pny trade with furs and Ikins, leaving that entirely to the merchants. 

This afternoon I vifited the building called tlfr feminary, where all the prielts live 
in common. They have a great houfc, built of Hone, with w alks in it, and rooms on 
each fide. It is feveral llories high, and clofe to it is a fine garden, full of. all forts 
of fruit-trees and pot-herbs, and divided by walks, 'fhe profped from hence is the 
fineft in Quebec. The prielts of the feminary arc not much inferior to the Jefuits in 
civility ; Md therefore 1 fpent my time very agreeably in their company. 

The prielts are the fecoiid and molt numerous clafs of the clergy in this country j 
for moft of the churclics, both in towns and villages (the Indian converts excepted) 
are ferved by prielts. A few of them are likewile millionaries. In (..anada are two 
^^minaries j one in Quebec, the other in Montreal. 1 he prielts of the feminary of 
Montreal are of the order of St. Sulpitlus, and fupply only the congregation on the ille 
of Montreal, and the towm of the? fame name. At all the other cliurchcs in Canada, 
the prielts belonging to the Quebec feminary officiate. 1 he former, or thofc of the 
order of St. Sulpiiius, all come from France ; and I was alfurcd that the.y never fuffer 
■ & native of Canada to come among them. In the feminary at Quebec, the natives of 
Canada make the greater part. In order to fit the children ol this country for orders, 
theye arc fchools at Quebec and St. Joachim ; where the youths arc taught Latin, and 
inllruaed in the knowledge of thofe things and fciences which have a more 
immediate connexion with the bufinefs they arc? intended for. However, they are not 
very nice in their choice ; and people of a middling capacity are often received am()ng 
them. They do not feem to have made great progrels in l.atin j foi notwithllanding 
the fervice is read in that language, and they read their Latin breviary, and other 
books, every day, yet nioft of them found it very difficult to fpeak it. All the priclls 
in the? Quebec feminary are confecrated by the biffiop. Both the feminarics have got 
great revenues from the king j that in Quebec has above thirty thoufand Uvres. All 
the cpuiury on the well fide of the river St. Lawrence, from the town of Quebec to 
bay St. Paul, belongs to this feminary, befides their other pofleffions in the counfrjr. 
They leaie the land to the fctticrs for a certain rent, which, if it be annually paid 

*2 ciccorciiii^ 
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according to. their agreement, the children or heirs of the fetticrs may remain in an un* 
difturbed pofTedion of the lands. A piece of land, three arpents * broad, and thirty, 
forty, or ^ty arpents long, pays annually an ecu f, and a couple of chickens, or fome 
other additional trifle. In fuch places as have convenient water-falls, they have built 
water.imlls, or faw-mills, from which they annually get confidorable fums. The femiiiary 
of Montreal pofleiTes the whole ground on which that town Hands, together with the 
whole ifle of Montreal. I have been alfured that the ground-rent of the town and ifle 
is computed at feventy thoufand Uvres ; befides what they get for faying r.uilTes, bap- 
tizing, holding confelfions, attending at marriages and funerals, &c. All the revenues 
of groand-rent belong to the ferainaries alone, and the priefts in the country have no 
fhare in them. But as the feminary in Montreal, confifting only of fixteen priefts, has 
greater revenues than it can expend, a large fum of money is annually fent over to 
France, to the chief feminary there, 'fhe land-rents belonging to the Quebec feminary 
are employed for the ufc of the priefts in it, and for the maintenance of a number of 
young people, who are brought up to take orders. The priefts who live in the coun- 
try parifhes, get the tythe from their congregation, together with the pcrquifites on 
vifiting the fick, &c. la fmall congregations, the King gives the priefts an additional 
fum. When a prieft in the country grows old, and has done good fervices, he is 
fometimes allowed to come into the feminary in town. The feminaries arc allowed 
to place the priefts on their 'own eftates j- but the other places are in the gift of the 
bilhop. 

The recolcts are a third clafs of clergymen in Canada. They have a fine large 
dwelling-houfe here, and a fine church, where they c.liciate. Near it is a large and 
fine garden, which they cultivate with great application. In Montreal and Trois Ri- 
vieres, they are lodged almoft in the fame, manner as here. Ti’hey do not endeavour 
to choofe cunning fellows amongft them, but take all they can get. They do not tor- 
ment their brains with much learning ; and I have been aflured, that after they have 
put on their monadic habit, they do not ftudy to incrcafe their knowledge, but forget 
even what little they knew before. At night they generally lie on mats, or forae other 
hard matraffes j however, 1 have fometimes feen good beds in the cells of fome of them. 
They have no polfeflions here, having made vows of poverty, and live chiefly on the 
alms which people give them. To this purpofe, the young monks, or brothers, go 
into the houfes with a bag, and beg what they w'ant. They have no congregations in. 
the country, but fometimes tl^ey go among the Indians as miffionarics. In each fort, 
which contains forty men, the King keeps one of thefe monks inftead of a prieft, who 
officiates there. * I’he King gives him lodging, provifions, fervants, and all he wants, 
befides two hundred livres a year. Half of it he fends to the community he belongs 
'to ; the other half he referves for his own ufe. On board the King’s Ihips are gene- 
rally no other priefts than thefe friars, who are therefore looked upon as people be- 
longing to the King. When one of the chief priefts J in the country dies, and his 
place cannot immediately be filled up, they fend one of thefe friars there, to officiate 
whilft the place is vacant. Part of thefe monks come over from France, and part are 
maiives of Canada. There are no other monks in Canada befides thefe, except now 
and then one of the order of St. Auftin, or fome other, who comes with one of the 
King’s (hips, but goes oflf with it again. 

A French acre. f A French gpiu, value about a crown Englifli. ;{; Pafteur. 
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Auguft I itb. This morning I took a walk out of town) with the royal phyficiaft 
Mr. Gaulthier, in order to colled plants, and |o fee a nunnery at fome diftahcc from 
Quebec. This monaftery, which is built very magnificently of (lone, lies in a pletdant 
fpot, furrounded with com>fields, meadows, and woods, from whence Quebec and the 
river St. Lawrence may be feeu ; a hofpital for poor old people, cripples. Sec. makes 
part of the monaflery, and is divided into two halls, one for men, the other for wo- 
men. The nuns attend both fexes, with this difference, however, that they only pre- 
pare the meal for the men, and bring it in to them, sive them phytic, and take the 
cloth away when they have eaten, leaving the reft f* male fcrvanis. But in the hall 
where the women are, they do all the work that is to be done. The regulation in the 
hofpital was the fame as in that at Quebec. To (hew me a particular favour, the 
bilhop, at the detire of the Marquis la Galiflbnnicre, governor-general of Canada, 
granted me leave to fee this nunnery likewife, where no man is allowed to enter without 
his Irave, which is an honour he feldom confers on any body, 'i'he abbefs led us 
through all the apartments, accompanied by a great number of mins. Moil of the 
nuns nere are of noble families, and one was the daughter of a governor. Many of 
them are old, but there are likewife fome very young ones amr/iig them, who looked 
very well. They feemed all to be more polite than thofc in tlic other nunnery. Their 
rooms arc the fame as in the laft place, except fome additional furniture in their ceils ; 
the beds are hung with blue curtains ; there are a couple of fmall bureaux, a table between 
them, and fome pidurcs on the walls. There are however no ftoves in any cell ; but 
thofe halls and rooms, in which they arc aflembled together, and in which the tick ones 
lie, are fupplied with an iron ftove. The number of nuns is indeterminate here, and 1 faw 
a great number of them. Here arc likewife fome probationers preparing for their 
Teception anx>ng the nuns. A number of. little girl? arc font hither by their, parents, 
to be inftruded by the nuns in the principles of the chriftian religion, and in all forts of 
ladies work. The convent at a diftance looks like a palace ; and, as 1 am told, was 
founded by a bifliop, who they fay is buried in a part of the church. 

We botanized till dinner time in the neighbouring meadows, and then returned to 
the convent to dine with a venerable old father recollet, who officiated here as a prieft. 
The diffies were all prepared by nuns, and as numerous and various as on the tables 
of great men. There were likewife feverai forts of wine, and many preferves. The 
revenues of this monaftery are faid to be contiderable. At the top of the building is :i 
fmall fteeple with a bell. Contidcring the large tracts of land which the King has 
given in Canada to convents, Jefuits, priefts, and feverai families of rank, it feems he 
has very little left for himfelf. ’ * 

, Our common rafpberries are fo plentiful here on the hills, new corn-tields, rivers, 
and brooks, that the branches look quite red on account of the number of berries on 
(hem. They are ripe about this time, and eaten as a defert after dinner, both frefh 
and preferved. 

The mountaip-alh, or forb-tree * is pretty common in the woods hereabouts. 

They reckon the north-eaft wind the nioft piercing of all here. Many of the beft 
people here alTured me, that this wind, when it is very violent in winter, pierces through, 
walls of a moderate iJiickneft, fo that the whole wall on the intide of the houfe is co-'’ 
yered with fnow, or a thick hoar froft ; and that a candle placed near a thinner wall 
it almoft I)iown out by the wind which continually comes through. This wind damages 
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the hoofes which are built of ftnne, and forces the owners to repair them very fre- 
quently on the north«eaft fide. The north and north-eaft winds are likewife reckoned 
very cold here. In fummer the north \rad is generally attended with rain. 

The difference of climate between Quebec and Montreal is on all hands allowed to 
be verjl great. The wind and weather of Montreal are often entirely different from 
what they are at Quebec. The winten there is not near fo cold as in the laft place. 
Several forts of fine pears will grow near Montreal, but are far from fucceeding at 
Quebec, where the froft frcqtlbntly ‘kills them. Quebec has generally more rainy i 
weather, fpring begins later, and winter fooncr than at Montreal, where all forts of 
fruits ripen a week or two earlier than at Quebec. 

Aug. 12th. This afternoon I went out of town, to (lay in the country for a couple 
of days, that I might h.nve more leifure to examine the plants which grow in the woods 
here, and the ftatc of the country. . In order to proceed the better, the governor- . 
general had fent for an Indian from Lorette, to fliew us the way, and teach us wbat ufe* 
they make of the fpontaneous plants hereabouts. This Indian was an EngUihman by 
birth, taken by the Indians thirty years ago, when he was a boy, and adopted by them, 
according to their cuftom, inltoad of a relation of theirs killed by the enemy. Since 
that time he conftantly ftayed with them, became a Roman Catholic, and married an 
Indian woman : he drefl'es lijce an Indian, fpeaks Englifli and French, and many of the 
Indian languages. In the wars between the French and Englilh, in this country, the 
French Indians have made many prifoners of both fexes in the Engliih plantations, 
adopted them afterwards, and they married with people •of the Indian nations. From 
hence the Indian blood in Canada is very much mixed with European blood, and a 
great part of the Indians now living ow’o their origin to Europe. It is likewife re- 
markable that a great part of the pcoplelhey had taken during the war and incorpo- 
rated with their nations, efpecially the young people, did not choofe to return to their 
native country, though their parents and neareft relations came to them and endeavoured 
to p<^fuade them to it, and though it was in their power to do it. The licentious life 
led by the Indians, pleafed them better than that of their European relations j they 
drelTed like the Indians, and regulated all their affairs in their way. It is therefore 
difficult to diftinguilh them, except by their colour, witich is fomewhat whiter than that 
of the Indians. There are likewife examples of fome Frenchmen going amongft the 
Indians and following their way of life. There is on the contrary fcarce one inftance 
of an Indian’s adopting the European cufloms ; but thofe w'ho were taken piifoners in 
the war, havcplways endeavoured to come to their own people again, even after feveral 
years of captivity, and though they enjoyed ail the privilcges^tbat were ever poffefled, 
by the Europeans in America. 

The lands which we paflTed over were every where laid out into com-fields, meadows, 
orpaftures. Alinoft all round us the profpeft prefented to our view farms and fiirm- 
houfes, and excellent fields and meadows. Near the town the land is pretty flat, and 
interfered now and then by a clear rivulet. The roads are very good, broad, and lined 
with ditches on each fide, in low grounds. Further from the town, tlie land rifes higher 
and higher, and confifts as it were of terraces, one above another. This rifing ground 
is, however, pretty fmooth, chiefly without itones, and covercd*vith rich mould. Un- 
der that is the black limc-llatc, which is fo common hereabouts, and is divided into fmall 
ffiivers, and ebrroded by the air. Some of tlie ffrata were horizontal, others. perpendicu- 
lar ; 1 have likewife found fuch perpendicular ftrata of lime-llates in other places in the 
neighbourhood of Quebec. ‘All the hills are cultivated ; and fome are adorned with fine 
chureffes, houfes, and com'^elds. The meadows are commonly in the valUcs, though 

4 o z fome 
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fome vrere likewife on eminences. Soon after we ha^ a fine profpeA from one of 
thefe hills. Quebec appeared very plain to the eaftward, and the river St. Lawrence 
could likewife be feen j farther diftant, on the fouth-eaft fide of that river, appears a 
long chain of high mountains, running generally parallel to it, though many miles 
diftant from it ; to the weft again, at fome diftance from the rifmg lands wjicre we 
were, the hills changed into a long chrin of .very high mountains, lying very clofe to 
each other, and running parallel likewife to the river, thjft is, nearly from fouth to 
north. Thefe high mountains confift of a grey rock-ftone, compofed of feveral kinds 
of ftonc, which 1 fhall mention in the fequcl. Thefe mountmns feem to prove, that 
the lime*flates are of as ancient a date as the grey rock-ftone, and not formed in later 
times j for the amazing large grey rocks lie on the top of the mountains, which confift 
of black limc'fiates. 

. The high meadows in Canada arc excellent, and by far preferable to the meadows 
round. Philadelphia, and in the other Engliflt colonies. The further I advanced north- 
ward here, the finer were the meadows, and the turf upon them was better and clofer. 
Almoft all the grafs here is of two kinds, viz. a fpecies of the narrow leaved mcadow- 
grafs *j for its fpikes t contain either three or four flowers, which are fo exceedingly 
fmall, that the plant might cafily be taken for a bent grafs j ; and its feeds have feveral 
fmall downy hairs at the bottom. I’he other plant, which grows in the meadows, is 
the white clover §. Thefe two plants form the hay in the meadows ; they ftand clofe 
and thick together, and the meadow-grafs (poa) is pretty tall, but has very thin ftalks. 
At the root of the meadow-grafs the ground was quite covered with clover, fo that 
one cannot wifh for finer meadows than are found here. Almoft all the meadows have 
been formerly corn-fields, as appears from the furrows on the ground, which ftill 
remained. They can be mown but once evtry fummer, as fpring commences very 
late. 

They were now bulled with making hay, and getting it in j and I was told, they had 
begun about a week ago. They have hay-ftacks near moll of their meadows, and on 
the wet ones they make ufc of conic hay-ftacks. Their meadows are commonly without 
cnclofures, the cattle being in the paftures on the other fide of the woods, and having 
cowherds to take care of them where they are neceffary. 

The corn-fields are pretty large. 1 faw no drains any where, though they feemed 
to be wanting in fome places. They are divided into ridges, of the breadth of two or 
three yards broad, between the furrows. The perpendicular beiglit of the middle of 
the ridge, from the level to the ground, is near one foot. All their com is fummer- 
, com ; for as the cold in winter dellroys the corn which lies in the ground, they never 
fow in autumn. I found white wheat moft commonly in the fields. They have like- 
wife large fields with peafe, oats, in fome places fummer-rye, and now and then bar- 
ley, Near almoft every farm I met with cabbages, pum^nons, and melons. The 
fields are not always fown, but lie fallow every two years. The fallow-fields are not 
ploughed in fummer, fo the weeds grow without reftraint in them, and the cattle arc 
allowed to go on them all fummer ||. 

The houfes in the country are built promifcuoully of Hone or wood. To thofe of 
ftonethey do not employ bricks, as there is not yet any confiderable quantity of bricks 


• Poa angvftifolia, Linn. Spicnlse tri tel quadri flora miniir.ie { femina ball pubefeentia. 

f Agrollris, Linn. § Trifoliura repena, Linn. Trifolium pratenfe album. C. B. ^ 

II Here follows, in the original, an account of tlic cnclofures m^(le ulc of near Quebec, which is in- 
tended only for the Swedes, but not for a nation that has made fuch progrels in agricuunre and holbandry 
as the EiigKfli. F. 
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made here. They thaefore uke what ftones they can find in the neighbourhood, 
efpecially the black lime-flates. Thefe are ^uite compa£l: when broke, but fiiiver 
when expofed to the air ; however, this is of little confeqjience, as the ftones ftick M 
in the wall, and do not fall afunder. For want of it, they fometimes make their 
buildings of lime-ftone, or fand-ftone, and fometimes of grey rock-ftone. The walls 
of fuch houfes are commonly two feet thick, and feldom thinner. The people here can 
have lime every where ii> this neighbourhood. The greater part of the houfes in the 
country are built of wood, and fometimes plaiftercd over on the outfide. The rhinkn 
in the walls are filled with clay inftcad of mofs. The houfes are feldom above one 
ftory high. In every room is either a chimney or ftove, or both together. The ftoves 
have the form of an oblong fquare j fomc are entirely of iron, about two feet and a 
half long, one foot and a half, or two feet, high, and near a foot and a half broad ; 
thefe iron ftoves are all call at the iron-works at Trois Rivieres. Some are made of 
bricks, or ftones, not much larger than the iron ftoves, but covered at top with an 
iron plate. The fmoke from the ftoves is conveyed up the chimney, by an iron pipe. 
In fummer the ftoves are removed. 

This evening we arrived at Lorettc, where we lodged with the Jefuits. 

Auguft 13th. In the morning we continued our journey through the woods to the 
high mountains, in order to fee what fcarcc plants and curiofities we could get there. 
The ground was flat at firft,’ and covered with a thick wood all round, except in marfhy 
places. N^r half the plants, which are to be met with here, grow in the woods and 
moralfes of Sweden. , . 

We faw wild cherry-trees here, of two kinds, which are probably mere varieties, 
though they diller in fevcral refpedls. Both arc pretty common in Canada, and both 
have red* berries. One kind, which is .called ccrifier by the French, taftes like our 
alpine cherries, and their acid contracts the mouth, and checks. The berries of the 
other fort have an agreeable fournofs, and a pleafant tafle *. 

The three-leaved hellebore i grows in great plenty in the woods, and In many places 
it covers the ground by itfeif. However, it commonly choofes molfy places, that are 
not very wet ; and the wood-lbrrcl J, with the mouiuain enchanter’s night-fliadc §, are 
its companions. Its feeds were not yet ripe, and moil of the flalks had no feeds at all. 
This plant is called tiflfavoyanne jaune by the French, ail over Canada. Its leaves and 
ftalks are ufed by the Indians for giving a fine yellow colour to feveral kinds of work, 
which they make of prepared ikins. The French, who ha\ c learned this from them, 
dye wool and other tilings yelltiw with this plant. 

We climbed with a great deal of difticulty to the top of one; of the higheft mountains,, 
here, and 1 was Vexed to find nothing at its fummii, but what I had feen in other parts 
of Canada before. We had not even the pleafure of a profpeft, bccaufe the trees, with 
which the mountain is covered, obftrufted it. The trees that grow here are a kind of 
hom'beam, or carpinus oftrya, Linn., the American elm, the red maple, the fugar* 
maple, that kind of niapL* which cures fcorchcd wounds (which I have not yet 
defcribed), the beech, the common birch-tree, the fugar-birch ||, the forb-tree, me 
Canada pine, called perufle, the mealy-tree with deatated leaves the alh, the cherry* 

tree (certifier^ juft before defcribed, and the berry-bearing yew. 

* The kind called cerincr by the French, I defcribed thus in ny journal : ccrafus foliit 9vatn ferratis, 
ferraturis profundis fere fubnlatis, fruAu racemofo. The other thus : ccrafus foliis lanceolatia, cronato- 
ferratis. acutis, fruAn fcrc folitario. ^ ' 

HeUeborus tiifolius. Ojcalis acetofella, Linn. ^ § Ciresa alpina, Linn. 

Betula nigra, Linn. 5 Viburnum dentatum, Linn. 


The 
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The gnats in this wood were more numerous than we could have wiihed. Cold 
wat^ they reckon the belt remedy agdnft the bite, when the wounded places are waihed 
with it immediately after. . 

. At night we returned to Lorette, having accurately examined the plants of note we 
met with to-day. 

Auguft 14th. Lorette Is a village three French miles to the weft ward of Quebec, 
inhabited chiefly by Indians of the Huron nation, converted to the Roman Catholic 
.religion. The village lies near a little river, which falls over a rock there, with a great 
noife, and turns a faw-mill, and a flour-mill. When the Jefuit, who is now with them, . 
arrived among them, they lived in thjeir ufual huts, which are made like thofe of the 
Laplanders. They have fmcc laid afide this cuftom, and built all their houfes after the 
French fafliion. In each houfe are two rooms, viz. their bed-room, and the kitchen on 
.the outlidc before it. In the room is a fmall oven of ftonc, covered at top with an iron 
plate. , Their beds are near the wall, and they put no other clothes on them than 
thofe which they are drefled in. Their other furniture and utenfils look equally 
wretched. Here is a fine little church, with a ftceple and bell. The fteeplc is railed 
pretty high, and covered with white tin plates. They pretend that there is fome 
Similarity between this church in its figure and difpofition, and the Santa Cafa, at 
Lorettoin Italy, from whence this village has got its name. Clofe to the church is a 
houfe built of ftone, for the clergymen, who are two Jefufts, that conftantly live here. 
The divine fervice is as regularly attended here as in any other Roman Catholic church ; 
and I was pleafed with feeing the alacrity of thoi. Indians, efpecially of the women, and 
hearing their good voices, when they fing all forts of hymns in their own language. 
The Indians drefs chiefly like the other adjacent Indian nations ; the men, however, like 
to wear waiftcoats, or jackets, like the French. Tlte women keep cxacily to the In- 
dian drefs. It is certain, that thefe Indians and their anceftors, long fince, on being 
converted to the Chriftian religion, have made a vow to God, never to drink ftrong 
liquors. This vow they have kept pretty inviolable hitherto, fo that one feldom fec-i 
one of them drunk, though brandy and other ftrong liquors are goods which other 
Indians would fooncr be killed for than part with them. 

Thefe Indians have made the French their patterns in fevcral things, befides the 
houfes. They all plant maize; and fome have fmall fields of wheat and rye. Many 
of them keep cows. They plant our common fun- flower * in their maize-fields, and 
mix the feeds of it into their fagamite, or maizc-foup. The maize which they plant 
here is of the fmall fort, which ripens fooner than the other : its grains are fmaller, but 
. give more and better flour in proportion. It commonly ripens here Rt the middle, 
fometimes however at the end, or Auguft. 

The Swedilh winter-wheat, and winter-rye, has been tried in- Canada, to fee how 
well it would fucceed ; for they employ nothing but fummer-com here, it having been 
found that the French wheat and rye dies here in winter, if it be Town in autumn. 
Dr. Sarrazin has therefore (as I was told by the eldeft of the two Jefuiis here) got a 
fmall quantity of wheat and rye, of the winter-corn fort, from Sweden. It was Town 
in autumn, not hurt by the winter, and bore fine corn. The ears were not fo large 
as thofe of the Canada com, but weighed near twice as much, and gave a greater 
.quwtity of flner flour than that fummer-com. Nobody could tell me, why the ex- 
perimems have not been continued. They cannot, I am told, bake fuoh white bread 
here of the fummer-com, as they can in France of their winter-wheat Many people 

^ Heliaatiittt 

have 
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have alTured me, that all the fuminer»com now employed here came from Sweden, or 
Norway ; for the French, on their arrival, found the winters in Canada too fevere for 
the French winter-corn, and their fummer-com did not always ripen, oh account of 
the fliortnefs of fummer. Therefore they began to look 'upon Canada as little better 
than an ufelefs country, where nobody could live ; till they fell upon the expedient of 
getting their fumraer-com from the moft northern parts of Europe, which has fuc- 
ceeded very well. • 

This day I returned to Quebec, making botanical obfervations by the way. 

Auguft 1 5th. The new governor-general of all Canada, the Marquis de la Jon*' 
quicre, arrived laft night in the river before Quebec j but it being late, he referved his 
public entrance for to-day. He had left Francd on the fecond of June, but could not 
reach Quebec before this time, on account of the difficulty Vhich great Ihips find in 
palling the fands in the river St. Lawrence. The Ihips cannot venture to go up without 
' n fair wind, being forced to run in many bendings, and frequently in a very narrow 
channel. To-day was another great fcall, on account of the Afcenlion of the Virgin 
Mary, which is very highly celebrated in Roman Catholic countries. This day was 
' accordingly doubly remarkable, both on account of the holiday, and of the arrival of 
the new governor-general, who is always received with great pomp, as he reprefents a 
viceroy here. 

About ciglit o’clock the ‘chief people in town affembled at the houfc of Mr. de Vau- 
dreuil, who had lately been nominated governor of Trois Rivieres, and lived in the 
lower town, and whofe father had likjjwife been govcrnqr general of Canada. Thither 
came likewife the Marquis de la GalilTonniere, who had till now been governor-general, 
and was to fail for France with the firfl: opportunity. He was accompanied by the 
people belonging to the goverttraent. I, was likewife invited to fee this feftlvity. At 
half an hour after eight the new governor-general went from the fliip into a barge, 
covered with red cloth, 'upon whicli a fignal with cannons was given from the ram- 
parts, for all the bells in the town to be fet a ringing. All the people of diftindion 
went down to the Ihure to lidutc the governor, who, on alighting from the barge, was 
received bv the Marquis la Galiin>nnicre. After they had liduled each other, the 
commandant of the town addrefl'ed the new governor-general in a very elegant fpeech, 
which he aufwered very concifely j after which all the cannon on the ramparts gave a 
general falute. The whole flreet, up to the cathedral, was lined with men in arms,- 
chiefly drawn out from among the burgheffes. The governor-general then walked 
towards the cathedral, drelfcd in a fuit of red, with abundance of gold lace. His 
fervants wetft before him in green, carrying fire-arms on their Ihoulders. Oh his 
arrival at the rafhedral he was received by the bifhop of Canada, and the whole clergy 
affembled. The bilhop was arrayed in his pontifical robes, and had a long gilt tiara on 
his head, and a great crozier of maffy filver in his hand. After the bilhop had ad- 
dreffed a fliort fpeech to the governor-general, a prieft brought a filver crucifi.x on a 
long ftick, (two priefls, with lighted tapers in their hands, going on each fide of it) 
to be kiffed by the governor. The bilhop and the priefts then went through the long 
walk up to the choir. The fervauts of the govornor-gcneral followed with their hats 
on, and arms on their Ihoulders. At laft came the governor-general and his fintc, 
and after them a crowd ot people. At the beginning of the choir the governor- 
general, and the General de la Galiflbnnierc, ftopt Ijcfore a chair covered with red 
cloth, and flood there during the whole time of the celebration of the m&fs, . which was 
celebrated by the bilhop himfelf. From the church he went to the palace, when the 
* gentlemen of note in the town afterwards went to pay their refpc£ts to him. The re- 
ligious 
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ligious of the different orders, with thdr refpe^ve faperiors* Ukewife came to him, to 
teilify their joy on account of his happy arrival. Ampng the numbers that came to 
vifit him, none (laid to aine but thofe that were invited before>hand, amon^ which I 
had the honour to be. The entertainment lafted very long, and was as eluant as the 
occafion required. 

The govemor*genera], Marquis de la Jonquiere, was very tall, and, at that time, 
fomething above fixty years old. He had fought a defperate naval battle with the • 
Engliih in the lad: war, but had been obliged to furrender, the Engliih being, as it was 
fold, vaftly fuperior in the number of fhips and men. On this occafion he was 
wounded by a ball, which entered one fide of his fhouldcr, and came out at the other. 
He was very complaifant, But knew how to preferve his dignity, when he diilributed 
favours. 

Many of the gentlemen, prefent at this entertmnment afferted that the following 
expedient had been fuccefsfully employed to keep wine, beer, or water, cool during 
fummer: The wine or other liquor is bottled ; the bottles are well corked, hung up 
in the sur, and wrapped in wet clouts. This cools the wine in the bottles, notwithftand* 
ing it was quite warm before. After a little while the clouts are again made wet, with 
the coldeft water that is to be had, and this is always continued. The wine or other 
liquor, in the bottles is then always colder than the water with which the clouts are 
made wet. And though the bottles (hould be hung up in the funfliinc the above way 
of proceeding will always have the fame effefl: *. 

Auguff 1 6th. The occidental arbor vita: t is |i tree which grows very plentiful in 
Canada, but not much farther fouth. The moll foutherly place I have feen it in, is a 
place a little on the fouth fide of Saratoga, in the province of New -York, and likcwife 
near Caffes, in the fame province, which places are . in forty*two degrees and ten 
minutes north latitude. 

Mr. Bartram, however, informed me, that he had found a finglc tree of this kind in 
Virginia, near the balls in the river James. Doftor Golden likewife aflerted, that he 
had feen it in many places round his feat at Coldingham, which lies between New-York 
and Albany, about forty-one degrees thirty minutes north latitude. The French, all 
over Cana^, call it cedre blanc. The Engliih and Dutch in Albany, likewife call it 
^The white cedar. The Engliih in Virginia, have called a thuya, which grows with them, 
a juniper. 

The places and foil where it grows beft, are not always alike, however it generally 
fucceeds in fuch ground where its roots have fulHcieat moiilurc. It feems to prefer 
fwamps, marihes, and other wet places to ail others, and there it grov^ pretty tall. 
Stony hills, and places where a number of (lones lie together, covered with feveral 
kinds of moffes I, feemed to be the next in order where it grows. When the fca 
Ihores were hilly and covered with moffy Hones, the thuya feldom failed to grow on 
them. It is likewife fetm now and then on the hills near rivers, and other high grounds, 

* It lias been obferved by Icvcral cxpcritncnl;: tliat auy liquor dipt into another liquor, and then expofed 
to the air for evaporation, %vi!] a rein?.rkablc degree of cold ; the quicker the evaporation fuccecds, 
after repeated dippings, the greater is the cold. 1 hcrefure fpirit of wine evaporating quicker than water, 
cools more than water : and fpirit of fal ammoniac, made by quick-iim^. ffiU more volatile than fpirit 
of wine, its cooling quality is Hill greater. The evaporation niuving the veflel contain* 

ing tlie liquor, by expoling it to the air, and by blowing upon it, or ^ bellows* $ee de Mairan, 

.DiffcriatioTi fur'lc Ulace, Prof* Richm^ii in Nov* Comment. Petrop, ad an. 1747 & 174^^* and Dr. 
Cullen in tiie Edinburgh phyfical and literary Eflays and Obfervations. Vol. II, p. 145. F* 

+ TeSuja occidentcilli;, Linn. 

I Lichen, bryum, hypmim. 


which 
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M'htdi Sw wirih fetilfit is to be obferved tba y fuch 

pla^i ' ^swniS^is^ ^ci^ ^ter with* them, or receive mbifture. from the upper 

countriefe' Wpiye ^iW^er feen it grov^g in feme pretty dr/ places ; but dieif it 
never (jbtttBsIto Uhy ieiohfi^rable It fe pretty frequent in the clefts of ihouhtaSis, 
but cannot. grow to any remarkable height or thicknefs. The talleft trees I have found 
in the wobds'ih'^^ada; were aboiUthirty or thirty-ijx feet high. A tree oFexadly ten 
inches diametei^h^^meiy-ftyo rings round the ftem* j another of one foot and two 
inches in diameter had one hundred and forty-two rings f. 

The inhabitants of Canada generally make uie of this tree in the following cafes. It 
bdng reckoned the mod durable wood in Canada, and which bed withdands putrefac- 
tion, fo as to remain undamaged for above a manS age, enclofures of all kin^tg are 
fcarce made of any other than this wood. All the pods which are driven into the 
ground^ are made off the Thuya wood. The palifades round the forts in Canada are 
likewife made of the fame wood. The planks in the houfes are made of it j and the * 
thin narrow pieces or wood which form both the ribs and the bottom of the bark boats^ 
commonly made ufe of here, are taken from this wood, becaiife it is pliant enough for 
the purpofe, efpeclally whild it is frefli, jjihd likewife becaufe it is very light. The 
Thuya wood is reckoned one of the bed for the trie of lime kilns. Its branches are 
nfed all over Canada for beforas ; and the twigs and leaves of it being naturally bent 
together, feem to be very prof»er for the purpofe. The Indians make fuch befqms and 
bring them to the towns for fale, nor do I remember having feen any befums of any 
other wood. The frefti branches havo-a pcK:uHar, agreeable feent, which is pretty 
ftrongly fmelled in houfes where they make ufe of beforas of this kind. 

This thuya is made ufe of for fevcral medicinal purpofes. The commandant of Fort 
St. Frederick, M. de Lufignan, cauld never fufficiently praife its excellence for rheu- 
matic pains. He told me he had often feen it tried, with remarkable g^od fuccefs, 
upon feveral perfons, in the following manner. The frelb leaves are pounded in a 
mortar, and mixed with hog’s greafe, or any other greafe. This is boiled together till 
it becomes a falve, which is fpread on linen, and applied to the part where the pain is. 
ITie falve gives certain relief in a (liort time. Agamd violent pains, which move up and 
down in the thighs, and fometimes fpread all over the body, they recommend the 
following remedy. Take of the leaves of a kind of polypody J four-fiths, and of the 
cones of the thuya one-fifth, both reduced to a coarfe powder by thcmfelves, and mixed' 
together afterwards. Then pour milk-warm water on it, fo as to make a poultice, 
which fpread on linen, and wrap it round the body; but as the poultice burns like fire, 
they commonly’lay a cloth between it and the body, otherwife it would burn and fcorch 
the Ikin. I have Iheard this remedy praifed beyond meafure, by people who faid they * 
had experienced its good effeds. An Iroquefe Indian told me, that a decodion of 
thuya leaves was ufed as a remedy for the cough. In the neighbourhood of Saratoga, 
they ufe this decodion in‘ the intermitting fevers. 

The thuya tree keeps its leaves, and is green all winter. Its feeds, are ripe towards 
the end of September, old ftyle. The fourth of Odober of this year, 1749, feme of 
the cbaei;, efpecially thofe which flood much expufed to the heat of the fun, jhad 
already dropt their feeds, and all the other cones were opening in order to fhed them. 
This tree has, in common with many other American trees, the quality of growing 

* Of thefe ring* or circles, it is well known all trees get but one ever/ year, fo that theyVwTC to afeer- 
cain the age of tlie tree, and the atucknefs or flawnefs of its growth. F. 
f The Jbarit is not inclnded, when I fpeak of tlic diameters of thefe trees; 
t Polypodium fronde pinoata, pinnis alteinis ad baiin fugeme appendiculatii. 

VOL. XIII. 41^ plentiful 



658 KAX.M*S IN NORTH AMERj^CA. 

plentiful in marfhes and -thick wood8> which m%y ho tvitb certainty called its native 
places. However, there is fcare a fingle thuya tree in thofe pilatea which bears feeds ; 
if, on the other hand, a trpe accidentally Hands on the outfide of a wqbd^oh the fea 
fhore, or in a field, where the air can freely come at it, it is always futl'^ feeds. I 
have found this to be the cafe with the thuya, on innumerable occafions. It is the 
fame likewile with the lugar-mapje, the maple which is good for healing feofehed 
wounds, the v/hiic fir-tree, the pine called PeniiTe, the mulberry an<|ijjfeveral others. 

. Auguft 17th. This day I went to fee the nunnery of the UrfulinM, which is dilpofed 
nearly in the lame way as the two other nunneries. It lies in the town, and has a very 
fine church, 'i’he nuns are renowned for their piety, and they go lefs abroad than any 
others. 'Ihc men arc likewife not allowed to go into this monaftery, except by the 
fpecial licence of the bifliop. At the defire of the Marquis de la GalliiTonniere the 
^ bilhop granted me leave to vifit this monafttry together with the royal phyfician 
M. Gpuithier. On our arrival we were received by the abbel’s, who was attended by a 
great number of nuns, for the moft part old ones. We faw the church; and, it being 
Sunday, wc found fome nuns on every fide of it kneeling by themfelves, and faying 
prayers. As foon as we came into the churcjj| the abbefs and the nuns with her dropt 
on their knees, and fo did M. Gaulihier and myfelf. We then went to an apartment or 
fmall chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, at the entrance of whicli, they all fell on 
their knees again. We afiewards faw the kitchen, the dining hall, and the apartment 
they w'ork in, which is large and fine. They do all forts of neat w>ork there, gild 
pifiurcs, make artificial flowers. Sic. The dining Iiall is difpofed in the fame manner as 
in. the other two monafteries. Under the tables are fmall drawers for each nun to keep 
her napkin, knife and fork, and other things in. Their cells are fmall, and each nun 
has one to herfelf. The walls are not painted ; a little bed, a table with a drawer, and 
a crucifix, and pi&ures of faints on it, and a chair, conftitute the whole furniture of a 
cell. We were then led into a room full of young ladies about twelve years old and 
below that age, fent thither by their parents to be infirufled in reading, and in matters 
of religion. They are allowed to go to vifit their relations once a day, but muff not 
ftay away long. When they have learnt reading, and have received inftruflions in 
religion, they return to their parents again. Near the monaftery is a fine garden, 
which is furrounded with a high wall. It belongs to this inftitution, and is ftocked with 
all forts of kitchen-herbs and fruit-trees. When the nuns are at work, or during 
dinner, every thing is filent in the rooms, unlefs fome one of them reads to the others ; 
but after dinner, they have leave to take a walk for an hour or two in the garden, or 
to divert themfelves within-doors. After we had leen every thing remarkable here, we 
took our leave, and departed. ‘ 

About a quarter of a Swediih mile to the weft of Quebec, is a well of mineral 
waters* which carries a deal of iron ochre with it, and has a pretty ftrong tafte. M, 
Ganlthier faid, that he had preferibed it with fuccefs in coftive cafes* and the like 
difeafes. 

I have been alTuredjthat there arc nofiiakes in the woods and fields round Quebec* 
whofe bite is poifonous ; fo that one can fafely walk in the grafs. I have never found 
any that endeavoured to bite* and all were v^y fearful. ,In the fouth parts of Canada, 
it is not ad vifeable to be off one's guard. 

A very fmall fpeci^ of black ants * live in ant-hills* in high grounds, .m wopfis } they 
look exactly like our Swediih ants, but are much lefs. 


* Formica nigra. Lino. 


Auguft 
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Auguft aift. To-day lhere vere fbroe people of three Indian nations in this itountry 
^th the ^oyemor-gmeral, viz. Hurons, Mickmacks, and Anics * ; the lad: of which 
are a natull of iroquefe, and allies of the Engiifh, and were taken prifoners in the lad 
war.';,' 

The Hurons are fothe of the fame Indians with thofe who live at Lorette, and have 
received the Chrjjdian relig^ion. They are tall, robud people, well lhaped, and of 
a coppeT'Colour. '^They have Ihort black hair, which is diaved on the forehead, from 
one ear to the other. None of them wear hats or caps. Some have ear-rings, others , 
not. Many of them have the face painted all over with Vermillion ; others have only 
drokes of it on tlie forehead, and near the ears,; and fome paint their hair with Ver- 
million. Red is the colour they chiiefly make ufe of in painting themfelves ; but I have 
iikewife feen fome, who had daubed their face with a black colour. Many of them 
have figures in the face, and on the whole body, which are dained into the fkin, fo as. 
to be indelible. The manner of making them lhall be deferibed in the fcquel. .Thefe 
figures are commonly black ; fome have a fnake painted in each cheek, fome have 
feveral croffes, fome an arrow, others the fun, or any thing elfe their imagination leads 
them to. They have fuch figures Iikewife on the bread, thighs, and other parts of the 
body ; but fome have no figures at all. They wear a Ihirt, which is either white or 
checked, and a fliaggy piece of cloth, which is cither blue or white, with a blue or red 
dripc below. This tltey always carry over their Ihoulders, or let it hang down, in which 
cafe they wrap it round their middle. Round their neck, they have a dring of violet 
wampums, with little white wampums Ifctween them. Thefe wampums are fmall, of 
the figure of oblong pearls, and made of the (bells which the Englilh call clams f. At 
the end of the wampum firings, many of the Indians wear a large French filver coin, 
with the king’s cfligy, on their oreads. Others have a large (hell on the bread, of a 
fine white colour, which they value very high, and is very dear-; others, again, have no 
ornament at all round the neck. They all have their breads uncovered. Before them 
hangs their tobacco-pouch, made of the ikin of an animal, and the hairy fide turned 
outwards. I’heir flioes are made of (kins, ami bear a great refemblance to the diocs 
without heels, which the women in Finland make ufe of. Indead of dockings, they 
wrap the legs in pieces of blue cloth, as f have fecn the Ruffian boors do. 

The Mickmacks are dreffed like the Hurons, but didinguilh themfelves by their long 
firait hair, of a jetty-black colour. Almod all the Indians have black drait hair ; how- 
ever, I have met with a few, whofe hair was pretty much curled. But it is to be 
obferved, that,it is difficult to judge of the true complexion of the Canada Indians, 
their blood being, mixed with the Europeans, either by the adopted prifoners. of both, 
fexes, or by the Frenchmen, who travel in the country, and often contribute their 
ihare towards the encrcafe of the Indian families, their women not being very fliy. 
The Mickmacks are commonly not fo tall as the Hurons. I have not feen any Indians 
whofe hair was as long and drait as theirs. Their language is different from that of 
the Hurons ; therefore there is an interpreter here for them on purpofe. 

Tire Anies are the third kind of Indians which came hither. Fifty of them went 
out ii) the war, being allies of the Englifh, in order to plunder in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal. But the French; being informed of their feheine, laid an ambulh, and killed 
with the fird difeharge of their guns forty-four of them ; fo that only the four who w’ere 
iiere to-day faVed their lives, and two others, who were ill at this time. ‘They are as 
tali as the Hurons, whofe language they fpeak. The Hurons feem to have a longer, 

t Venus merceinruu Linu. 
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and the Antes a rounder jRce.y' The Ante^ have thdr tooke; but 

theur drelis is the ^me as thai jof lbe other Indians.; f^^^hite 

tin betw^ the hair which ties bii the neck. Oiie: df &bfe I had^^^^^fib^er of 
the rofe. mallow, out of a gard^, wjbere it was in fuU bloSI^ IHi' ithis^i|i^y it 

among the ^aif at. the top of bi^ head. Each of the Inii^ians bias a tobac||;pi|^ of grey 
time-ftpne, Iwhich is blackened aAerwatds, and has ai joitg tube! There were 
no Indian women prefent at this interview. As foon as tb*e gover|pipgeneral-caine in, 

. and was feated in order to fpeak with them, the Mickmacks fat down on the ground, 
like Laplanders, but the other Indians took chaiis. 

There is no priming-prefs in Canada, though there fomerly was one ; but all books 
are brought from France, and all the orders m^e in the country are written, which 
extends even to the paper-currency. They pretend that the prefs is not yet introduced 
^ here, left it Ihould be the means of propagating libels againft the government, and 
‘ religion.' But the true reafoh feems to lie m the poornefs of the country, as no printer 
could put off a fuflicient numbers of books for his fubfiftence ; and another reafoh may 
be, that France may have the profit arifing from the exportation of books hither. 

The meals here are in many refpefls different from thofe in the Englifli provinces. 
This perhaps depends Upon the difference of cuftom, tafte, and religion, between the 
two* nations- They eat three meals a day, viz- breakfaft. dinner, and fupper. .They 
breakfaft commonly between feven and eight. For the French here rife very early, 
and the govemor-gena'alcah be fpoke to at feven o’clock, which is the time when ne 
has his levee. Some of the tnen dip a piece of bread in brandy, and cat it ; others 
take a dram of brandy, and eat a piece of bread after it. Chocolate is Jikewife very 
common for breakfaft, and many of the ladies drink coffee. Some eat no t^reakfaft at 
alL I have, never feen tea made ufe of ; perhaps becUufe they can get coffee and cho« 
colate from the French, provinces in South America ; but muft get tea from China, 
for which it is' not worth their while to fend the money out of their country. Dinner 
is pretty exactly at noon. People of quality have a great variety of difhes, and the reft; 
follow their example, when they invite ftrangers- The loaves are oval, and baked of 
wheat ffour. For each perfon they put a plate, napkin, fpoon, and fork. Sometimes 
they likewife give knives ; but they are genetally omitted, all the ladies and gentlemen 
bei^ provided with their own knives. The fpoons and forks are of ftlver, ahd the 
plates of Delft ware. The meal begins with a foup,. with a good deal of bread, in it. 
Then follow frefti meats of various kinds, boiled and roafted, poultr}', or game, 
fricaffees, ragoos, &c. of feveral forts; together with different kinds of jpallads. The^ 
commonly drink red claret at dinner, mixed with water; and fpruce beer is likewife 
much in ufe. The ladies drink water and foraetimes wine. After dinner tjie fruit 
and. fweet-meats are ferved up, which are of many different kinds, viz. walnut^., from 
Franoe or Canada, either ripe or pickled; altnonas, raiftns, hafelnuts, feveral^!;kind8 
pf buries, which are ripe in the fummer feafon, fuch as currfsu&||j^c^u>«berrbs^ 
are ;^referyed in treacle ; many preferves in fugar, as ftiuw4)0)|fli|^^ai|>.fae bbcK* 
bernes, aM fnoi^bemes. Cheefe is likewife a pm*! o^the def^;'and f^ is.'milk, 
which they eat laft of all with fugnr. Friday and Saturday . they ffeft), according 
to the Roman Catholic rites ; : but they well know hov^^ ^[Uaro agaij^. .huhger. ,y:,Qn 
thofe days tbe^ boil all foip of kitchen-herbs, and /frutr) fifties, eggs; and. milk, 
prepared in .various ways.' They cut cucumbers into and cat them 
which k.a very good diftn Sometimes they put whole cucumbers oU^ithe tabley^and 
ev^ body that likes them takes one, peels, and ftices it; and dips thedtices into ftth:, 
eatii^^em tike raddilhes. Melons a^und here, and . are always eaten wuii fu^. 



66i 


TXAVBW IN SeXTM AMERICA. 

They never |t5tv a# and upon the whole, they and the 

® in Sw^ert ; thoi# both nad^ 
lai|^pi^:;^(*atanoi^ Weft Indian poffeffions. They fay ho giracd 

crofs themfelvtt, which is likewife omitted by fonje. 
m^tely/Rftier;dhaier,^^^ a diih of coffee^ without cream; Suppw is eom- 

moniy at’ fevei^|i|^, or between feven and eight at night, and the diftes the faaie.'^ 
as at dinner. not to be met with here, though the l a t ter is wdt 

known. '" 

Anguft 2 ^i In many places hereabouts they ufe their dogs to fetch water out of the 
river. Ilkw blvo great dogs to-day put before, a little cart^ one before the otherl^^ 
They had neat hamefs, like horfes,and bits in their mouths. In the cart was a bart^. 
The do^ are direfted by a boy, who runs behind the cart, and as foon as they cottie 
to the river, they jump in of their own accord. When the barrel is filled, the dc^ 
draw theur burthen up the hill again, to the houfe they belong to. I have freque^ty 
feen dogs employed in this manner, during my ftay at Quebec. . Sometimes they pf&t 
but one dog before the water carts, which are made fraall on purpofe. The dogs ate 
not very great, hardly of the fize of our common farmers dogs*., The boys that attend 
them have great whips, with which they make them go on occafionally. T have feen 
them fetch not only watei^, but likewife wood, and other -things. In winter it is 
cuftomary in Canada , for travellers to put dogs before little fledges^ made on pttrpofe 
to hold their cloathes, provifions, &c Poor people commonly employ them dn their ^ 
winter journies, and go on foot them/elves. Almoft all the wood, which’ the poorer 
people in this country fetch out of the woods in winter, is carried by dogs, which have 
therefore, got the name of horfos of the pwr people. They commonly place a pair of 
dogs before each load of Wood.' I have likewife feen fome neat little fledges, for ladies 
to ride in, in winter ; they are drawn by a pair of dogs, and go Mer on a good road- 
than one would think. A middle-fized dog is fufficient to draw a Angle perfon, whea 
the road* are good, I have be«i told by old people, that horfes were very fcarce hi^’ 
in their youth, and almoft all the land-carriage was then effefted by .dogs- Severiil 
Frenchmen, who have been among the Efquimaux on Terra Labrador, have aditted 
me, that they not only make ufe of dogs for drawing drays, with their provifionsy 
and bther neceflaries, but are likewife drawn by them themfelves, in little fledges. «• 

Auguft 25th. The high hills to the weft of the town abound with fprings. Thefe 
hills confift of the black lime-flate, before mentioned, and are pretty fteep, fa that 'it 
is difficult to get to the top. Their perpendicular height is about twenty or fodr-and- 
twenty yards. Their fummits are deftitute of trees, and covered with a thia. cruft of 
earth, lying on the Hme-flates, and are employed for corn-fields, or paftures. It feema 
inconceivable, therefore, from whence thefe naked hills could take fo many running 
fpteigs, which in fotne places gulh outof the hills, like toiTents. Have thefe hills the 
dnality of attrafiing the water out of the air in the day time, or at night ? Or are dte v 
ui^flates mure t^t to it Uiati others ?. . 

Ml the horfes in Canada are-ftrong, well made, fwift, as tall as thehoifes of doc 
cai^ry, aiid of a breed imported from France, ’fhe inhabitants have the cui^ of 
docking the taik of their which k rathOr hard upon them here, as thoy'^diinot 
defend th^feives againft di|1atu^ of gnats, gad-flies j a|id’.<hOrieyflies. 

Th^’ put ~ tl^ horfes one before the othe!r in their carts, * which- has.-^<^ablyfocca- 
fioned the ddekkig #idfoir trilo, a^ horfes would hurt the eyte of .^fe behind 
thehi, fey moving thKf talk backwards and forwards. -The govertt&r-general, and a 
&wof ^ ^ef people in tewn, have coaches, the n^make ulie df open horfe-chairs. 
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It is a general complaint, that the- country people be^ to keep too many horfes, by 
which means the cows are kq>t Ihort of food in winter. , 

The cows have likewife been imported from France, and are of the line of our 
common Swedilh cows. Every body agreed that the cattle, which were bom of the 
original French breed, never grow up to the fame fizc. 'I'his they afeii^ tO the cold 
winters, during which they aro obliged to put their cattle imo flab|ib .nnd give them 
but little food. Almoft all the cowk have horns, a few, howevelr, |P»ve (een without 
•them. A cow without horns would be reckoned an unheard of curiofity in Penfylvania. 
The beef and veal at Quebec is reckoned fatter and more palatable than at Montreal. 
Some look upon the falty paftures below Quebec as the caule of this difference. In 
Canada the oxen draw with the horns, but in the Euglifli colonics they draw with their 
withers, as horfes do. T he cows vary in colour j however, inoft of them are either red 
or black. 

Every counti 7 man commonly keeps a few fheep, which fupply liim with as much 
wool as he wants to clothe hinil'elf with. The better fort of clothes are brought from 
France. Tlic fheep degenerate here, after lliey are brought from I'ratice, and 
their progeny ffill more fo. The want of food in winter is laid to caufe this 
degeneration. 

I have not feen any goats in Canada, and I hat-e been '.jfrured (hat tlierc are none. 
I have feen but very few in the Engiifli colonies, aitdcnly in their towns, wiiere they 
are kept on account of fome fick people, who drink the milk by the advice of their 
phyficians. ‘ ' 

The harrows are triangular ; two of the ftdes arc fix feet, and the third four feet 
long. The teeth, and every other part of the harrows are of wood. The, teeth are 
about five inches long, and about us ii;uch dilfant iiom'each other. 

T he profptft of the gountry about a quarter of a mile Swcd.fii, north of Quebec, on 
the weft fide of the river St. Lawnnee, is very fine. T he country is very keep towards 
the river, and grows higher as you go farther from the water. In n.-any places it is 
naturally divider! into terraces. From the heights, one can look a gn-at v.«y : Quebec 
appears very plain to the fouth, and the river St. Lawrence to the eafl, on which were 
vcflcls failing up and down. To the weft are the high meuntairs, w l ith the hills of 
^le river end with. All the country is laid out for corn-fields, meadow s, ar.d pafturcvSj 
ir.oft of the fields were fown with wheat, many with white oats, and feme with peafe. 
Several fine houfes and farms are inierfperfed all over the ccunir)', and none are ever 
together. The dwelling houfe is commonly built of black lime- flutes, ;uul generally 
tvinite-wafhed on the outfide. Many rivulets and brooks loli down the high grounds, 
above which the great mountains lie ,and which confift entirely of the black Hates, 
that ihiver in pieces in the open air. On the limc-ilatcs lies a mould of two or three 
feet in.dcpth. The foil in the corn-fields is always mixed with little piccc.s of the lime- 
flate. All the rivulets cut their beds deep into the ground ; fo that Iheir fhores are 
commonly of lime-’llate. A dark grey lime-ftonc is Idmetimes found among the ftrata, 
which, when broke, fmeIJs like ftink-ftone. '* 

T bey were now building feveral ftiips below Quebec, for jthe king's account. How- 
ever, before my departure, an order arrived from .prohibiting the fuith?*’ 

building of (hips of war, except thofe which were alrc^^np^^-the flocks ; becauft; they 
bad found, that the (hips built of American oak do not laft fo lcng as thofe of European 
oak. Near Quebec is found very little oak, and what grows there is not fit for hfe, 
being* very fn.al) ; therefore they are obliged to fetch tlitir oak timber from thof? paVts 
of Canada which border upon New England. But all the North American oaks have 
; 3 . the 
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the quality of hftiug longer, and withftanding putrefaflion better, the farther north 
they grow, jahd ITie jjmber from the confines of New England is brought 

in floats or rafts on the rivers near' thofe parts, and near the lake St. Pierre, udiie|i; M 
into the great river St. Lawrence. Some oak is likewif^ brought from the coiihtiy 
betweoi Montreal and Fort St. Frederick, or Fort Champlain ; but it is not reckoned 
fp good as theiirft, and the place it comes from is further diftant. 

Augiift afithiMpiey flvjwed a green earth, which had been brought to the general 
Marquis de Ia"aliffonniere, from the upper parts of Canada. It was a clay’ 
which cohered very faft together, and was of a green colour throughout lik^ 
verdigreafe *. ’ 

All the brooks in Canada contain crawfifh, of the fame kind with ours. The French 
arc fond of eating them, and fay they are vaftly dccreafed in number fince they havfr 
begun to catch them. 

The common people in the country feem to be very poor. They have the neceflaries 
of life, and but little elfe. They are content with meals of dry bread and water, 
bringing all other provifions, fuch as butter, cheefe, flelh, poultry, eggs. See. to town. 
In order to get money for them, for which tliey buy clothes and brandy for themfelves, 
and dreffes for their women. Notwithftanding their poverty, they are always cheerful, 
and in high fpirits. 

Aiigufl 29tb. By the (fefire of the governor-general. Marquis de la Jonquiere, and 
of Marquis de la GalilFonniere, I fet out with fome French gentlemen to vifit the 
pretended filver-mine, or the lead-min,c, near the bay Paul. I was glad to under, 
take this journey, as it gave me an opportunity of feeing a much greater part of the 
country than 1 (hould otherwife have done. This morning therefore we fet out on our 
tour in a'boat, and went down the river St. Lawrence. 

'I’he profped near Quebec is very lively from the river. The town lies very high, 
and all the churches and other buildings appear very confpicuous. The fhips in the 
river below ornament the landfcape on that fide. The powder magazine, which ftands- 
at the fummit of the mountain on which the town is built, towers above all the other 
buildings. 

The country wo paffed by afforded a no lefs charming fight. The river St. LawrAce 
flows nearly from fonth to north here ; on both fides of it are cultivated fields, but 
more on the wi. ft fide than on the call fide. The hills on both (liores are fteep tod 
high. A number of fine hills feparated from each other large fields, which looked 
quite white from the corn with which they are covered, and excellent woods of deci- 
duous trees, 'made the country round us look very pleafant. Now and then we faw 
a church of lloiie, and in feveral places brooks fell from the hills into the river. 
Whciie the brooks are confidcrable, there they have made faw -mills and water- 
mills. 

After rowing for the fpace of a French mile and a half, we came to the ille of 
Orleans, which is a large ifland, near feven French miles and a half long, and altnoft 
twq,of thofc miles broad, in the wideft part. It lies in the middle ofihe liver St. Law- 
rence, is very high, has fteep and very woody (hores. There are fnme places without 
tr^, which have farm houfes below, quite clofe to the ftiore. ’fhe ifle. itfelf is 
well cultivated, and nothing but fine houfes of ftone, large corn-fields, meadows, 
paftures, woods of deciduous trees, and fome churches built of ftone, ate to be feeh 
on k. 


* It wat; probably impregnated with particles of copper ore. 
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We went into that bruic^ which bn tlw .^ pf rthe iiie of 

OileanSi it being the iboiteft.; it is iieckonejd abont a ^uai^ 
bni ftiM om take this rpad^ on aocount of the Sand banks which tie |ter^, ]eiii^ 
projeimg points df.Iand, and on ac^unt of the ihallownefs,jOf the rocks 

and ilones at the bobom. The fhores on both fides ^iL kept .the iame a^pea^anceos 
before* On^ the^Veft fide» or on the continent^ the hills neat‘ ;i^tbe^' river coniift 
throjughout of black, llme'ilate, and the houfes of the peafants are nil^o oi^ tbis.kind of 
hone, white-waihed on the outHde. Some few houfes ate of different kinds of ftone. 
Ibe row of ten mountains, which is on the wefb fide of the river, and runs nearly 
from fouth to north, gradually cora^nearer to the river : for at Quebec they are near 
two French miles diftantfrom the Ihore ; but nine French miles lower down the river 
they are almoft clofe to the Ihore. Thefe mountains are generally covered with woods, 
butmlbme places the woods have been deftroyed by accidental fires. About eight 
French miles and a, half from Quebec, on the weft fide of the river, Is a church called 
St. Anne, clofe to the fliore. This church is remarkable, bscaufe the lliips from 
France and other parts, as foon as they are got fo far up the river St. Lawrence, as to 
get fight of it, give a general difeharge of their artillery, as a fign of joy, that they have 
paffed all danger in the river, and have efcaped all the fands in it. 

The water had a pale red colour, and was very dirty in thofe parts of 'the 
river which we law to-day, though it was every where computed above fix fathoms 
deep. Somewhat below St. Anne, on the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence, 
another river, called le Grande Riviere, or the Great River, falls in it. Its water 
flows with fuch violence, as to make its way almoft into the middle of the branch 
of the river St. Lawrence, which runs between the continent and the ifle of « 
Orlduis. . . 

About two o’clock in the afternoon the tide began to flow up the river, and the wind 
bring likewife againft us, we could not proceed any farther, till the tide began to ebb. 
We therefore took up our night’s lodging in a great farm belonging to the priefts in 
Quebec, near which is a fine church called St. Joachim, after a voyage of about 
eight French miles. We were exceeding well received here. The tang has given 
all the country round about this place to the feminary, or the priefts at Quebec, who 
have leafed it to farmers who have built houfes on it. Here are two priefts, and a 
^mber of young boys, whom they inftruft in reading, writing, and Latin. Moll of 
thefe boys are defigned for priefts : direftly oppofite to this farm, to the eaftward, is 
the north-eaft point, or the extremity of the ifle of Orleans. 

All the gardens in Canada abound with red currant Ihrubs, which were af firft brought 
from Europe. They grow exceflively well here, and the Ihrubs of bulhes are quite 
red, bring covered all over with berries. 

The wild vines * grow pretty plentifully in the woods. In all other parts of Canada 
they plant them in the gardens, near arbours and fummer houfes. The fummer>houi^ 
are made entirely pf laths, over which the vines cUmb with their tendrils, and cover 
them entirely mth their foliage, fo as to fhelter them entirely from the heat of thedun* 
They we very Vefrelhing and cool in fummer. 

The ftrong contrary winds obliged us to lie; all night at St. Joachim. 

Augtffl 30th. This imorniog we continued our Journey in fpite of the wind, which 
was ysty violent againft usi. .. /The water in the river begins to get a bracki& .^tafte, 
when the tide is higheft^ fomewhat;below St. Joaclum $ and the fruther one goes down, 

* •* , 

*. Viti* bbrufes & volpiiM. 


the 
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the more the faline tafte encreafes. At firft the weftern fhore of the river has finc^ 
but low corn-fields, but foon after the high mountains run clofe to the river fide. 
Before they come to the river, the hilly fltores confill of bljck limc-flate ; but as foon 
as the high mountains appear on the river fide, tl^ lime-flates difappear. For the ftone, 
of which the high mountains confifl:, is a chalky rock-ftonc, mixed with glimmer and 
quartz *. The glimmer is black, the quartz partly violet, and partly grey. All the 
four conftituent pilrts are lb well mixed together, as not to be eafily feparated by an 
inftrument, though plainly diftinguilhable with the eye. During our journey to-day, , 
the breadth of the river was generally three French miles. I'hey fliewed mo tlio turn- * 
ings the Ihips are obliged to fail in, which feem to.^very troublefome, as they are obli- 
ged to bear away for cither Ihore as occafion requires, or as the rocks and lands in the 
river oblige them to do. 

For the diftance of five French miles we had a very dangerous palFage to go througfi ; 
for the whole wefiern lliore, along which we rowed, conlills of very high and Ileep’ 
mountains, wlierc we could not have fuiiad a finglc place to land with fafety, during 
the fpace of five miles, in cafe a high wind had arifen. I'licre are indeed two or three 
openings, or holes, in the mountains, into which one could have drawn the boat, in 
the greatell danger. But they are fo narrow, that in cafe the boat could not find 
them in the hurry, it would inevitably be dallied againft the rocks. Thefe high moun- 
tains are cither quite bare, dr covered with foine fmall firs Handing far afunder. In 
fotne places there are great clefts going down the mountains, in which trees grow very 
clofe togc^thor, and ‘art: tailor than on >he other parts of.the mountain ; fo that thofe 
places look like quick hedges, platirr.d on the folid rock. Soon after we paffed a fmall 
church, titid fome farms round if. I'lic place is called Petite Riviere, and they fay its 
inhabitants* arc very poor, which feems very probable. They have no more land to 
cultivate than what lies between the mountains and the river, which in the wideft part 
is not above three imifi<et Ihot, and in inoft parts but one broad. About feventeen 
French miles from Ouebec the water is fo faliy in the river that no one can drink it, 
our rowers therefore provided ihcmfelvcs with a kettle full of frefli water this morn- 
ing. About five o’clock in the evening wc arrived at bay St. Paul, and took our 
lodgings with the prielts, who have a fine large houfe here, and entertained us very 
hofpitably. 

Bay St. Paul is a fmall parifli, about eighteen French miles below Qucbcc,lying at fome 
diftance from the Ihore of a bay formed by tlic river, on a low plain. It is furrounded 
by high mountains on every fide, one largo gap excepted, which is over againft the 
river All the’ farms are at foino diftance iivun each other. The church is rec- 
koned one of the molt ancient in Canada ; which feems to be confirmed by its bad ‘ 
architedfure, and want of ornaments j for the walls arc formed of pieces of timber, 
created at about two feet difiance from each other, fupporting the roof. B. tween thefe 
pieces of limber, they have made the walls of the church of lime-flate ; the roof is flat ; 
the church has no lleeple, but a bell fixed above the roof, in the open air. Ahnoll 
all th» country in this neighbourhood belongs to the priefts, who have leafed it to the 
farmers. The inhabitants live chiefly upon agriculture, and making of tar, which lad 
is fold at Quebec. 

This country being low', and fiiuatcd upon a bay of the river, it may be conj .’dkured, 
that this flat ground was formerly part of the bottom of the river, and fqrmed itfelf 
either by a decreafe of water in the river, or by an encrcafe of earth, which was carried 

* Saxum micaceo quarzofo calcarlum. 
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At half an hour after feven this morning we went down the river. The country 
near Terre d’Eboulement is high, and confifts of hills of a loofe mould, which lie in 
three or four rows above .each other, and are all well cultivated, and mollly turned inta 
corn-fields ; though there are likewil'e meadows and paftures. 

The great earthquake which happened in Canada, in February 1663, and which is 
mentioned by Charlevoix *, has done confiderable damage to this place. Many hills 
tuntbled down ; and a great part of the corn-fields on the'lowcft hills were deftroyed. 
1 hey Ihewed me fevtral little illands, which arole in the river on this occafion. 

There arc pieces of black limc-llate feattered on thofc hills, which confill of mould. 
For the fpace of eight French miles along the fide of the river there is not a piece of 
lime^flate to bo feen ; but indcad of it, there are high grey mountains, confiding of a 
rock-done, which contains a purple and a chrydaline quartz, mixed with lime-done, 
and black glimmer. The roots of thefe mountains go into the water. We now 
begin to fee the lime-fiates again. 

Here are a number of terns t, which fly about, and make a iioife along the fliore. 

The river is her computed at about four French miles broad. 

On the fides of the river, about two French miles inland, there are fuch terraces of 
earth as at Terra d’Ebouleracnt } but foon after they are fucceeded by high difagreeable 
mountains. 

Several brooks fall into the river here, over the deep fliorcs, with a great noife. 
The fliores are fometimes feveral yards high, and confids either of earth, or of rock- 
ftone. * • 

One of thefe brooks, which flows over a hill of Hme-llone, contains a mineral water. 
It has a drong fmell of fulphur, is very clear, and does not change its colour when 
mixed with gall-apples. If it is poured into a filver cup, it looks as if the cup was 
gilt ; and the water leaves a fediment of a crimfon colour at the bottom. I'he dt)nes 
and pieces of wood, which lie in the water, are covercic! with a llimc, whicli is a pale 
grey at the top, and black at the bottom of the done. This llime has not much pun- 
gency, but taltcs like oil of tobacco. My hands had a fulphureous fmell all day, becaufe 
I bad handled fome of the flimy dones. 

The black linie»flate now abounds again, near the level of the water. It lies in drata, 
which are placed almod perpendicularly near each other, inclining a little towards 
"W. S. W. Each dratum is between tcji and fifteen inches thick. Mod of them are 
Ihivcred into thin leaves at the top, towards the day ; but in the infide, whither neither 
fun, nor air and water can penetrate, tliey arecltjfe and compad. Some of thefe dones 
are not quite black, but have a grcyilli cad. 

About noon we arrived at ('ape aux Oyes, or Geefc Cape, whicli has probably got 
its name from the number of wild geefc which the French found near it, on ihcir fird 
arrival in Canada. At prefent we faw neither geefc, nor any kind of birds here, a 
fingle raven excepted. Here we were to examine the renowned metallic veins in the 
mountain ; butdound nothing more than fmall veins of a fine white fpar, cont.'iining a 
few fpecks of lead ore. Cap aux Oyes is computed twenty-two, or twenty-five^’rench 
miles didant from Quebec. 1 was mod pleafed by finding, that mod of the plants are 
the fame as grow in Sweden ; a proof of which I fhall produce in the fequel. 

The fand-reed J grows in abundance in the fand, and prevents its being blown 
about by the wind. 

* See his Hilloire dc la Nouvclle France, tom. ii. p. ra. 125. f Sterna birundo, Linn. 

f Arundo arenaria, Linn. 
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The fea-Hme grafs * likewife abounds on the fhores. Both it and the preceding plant 
are called feigle de mert by the French. I have been affured that thcfe plants grow 
in great plenty in Newfoundland, and on other North American Ihores ; the places 
covered with them looking, at a dillance, like corn-fields; which might explain the 
paflage in our northern accounts, of the excellent wine-land + , which mentmm that 
they had found whole fields of wheat growing wild. «nuon,, tnat 

The fea-fide plantain § is very frequent on the fliore. The French boil its leaves 
in a broth on their feu-voyagc-s, or eat them as a fallad. It may likewife be pickled like 
famphire. 

The bear-berries || grow in great abundance her?. The Indians, French, Englifli,. 
and Dutch, in thofe parts of North America, which I have feen, call them Sagackhomi 
and mix the leaves with tobacco for their ufe. * 

Gale, or fweet willow % , is likewife abundant here. The French call it laurier, and . 
forac poivrier. They put the loaves into their broth, to give it a plcafant ttifte. 

The fea-rocket^* is, likewife, not uncommon. Its root is pounded, mixed with 
flour, and eaten here, when there is a fcarcity of bread. 

'I'hc forb-tree, or mountain-afh, the cranbcrry-bufli, the juniper-tree, the fea-fide 
pcafo, the Linntua, and many other Swedilh plants, are likewife to be met with 
here. 

We returned to bay St, P.Vul to-day. A grey fcal fwam behind the boat for forac time, 
but was not near enough to be fliot at. , * 

Sept. 2vl. 'I'his morning we went to *fec the filviT or lead veins. They lie a little 
on the fouth-fide of the mills, belonging to the prielts. The mountain in which the 
veins lie .has the fame conftituont parts as the other high grey rocks in this place, viz. 
a rock-ftone compofed of a whitifli or paK. grey lime-llone, a purple or almoft garnet- 
coloured quartz, and a black glimmer. The lirnc-rtone is in greater quantities here 
than the other parts ; and is fo fine as to be hardly vifible. It effcrvefccs very Itrongly 
w'ith aqua foriis. The purple or garnet-coloured quartz is next in quantity ; lies Ot- 
tered in exceeding fmall grains, and ftrikes fite when ftruck wdlh a Heel. The little 
black particles of glimmer follow next ; and lalt of all, the tranfparcnt cryflalline 
fpeckles of quartz. There are feme fntall grains of fpar in the liine-ftnne. All the 
different kinds of Hone are very well mixed together, except that the glimmer now and 
then forms little veins and lines. 'I'he Ibme. is very hard ; but when exptilbd to fun- 
fhinc and the open air, it changes fo much as to look quite rotten, and becomes friable; 
and in that ca(e, its conftituent jjariicles grow quite uudiftinguifhable. The mountain 
is quite full of perpendicuhu- clifts, in wliich the veins of lead-ore run from E. S. E. , 
to W. N- W. It feems the mountain had formerly got cracks here, which were* 
afterwards filled up w ith a kind of Hone, in which the lead-ore was generated. ‘I’liat 
ftonc which contains she load-ore is a foft, white, often femidiaphanous fp.ir, w'hicli 
works very eafily. In if there are foinetimes (tripes of a fiiowy white lime-Horic, and 
almoH always veins of a green kind of Hone like quartz. This fpardias tii.my cracks, 
and divides into fuch pieces as quartz ; but is much Ibftcr, never Hrikes fire with Heel, 

* Elyiriisarcnanus, Linn. f Sea rye. 

J y inland det .i;uda, or the guid'd wine-land, u the name which the old Scandinavian navigators gav^ to 
Amtiica, which ility difeovertd before ColumbuR. See Hilinria Viidandiic aiuiquse t p n u\4 

Amcricjc feptetitrionolis. Hat’niae ijjj, 410. and Mr. George \V;'il:naiin’8,‘A. M. Difi?rtdtion on that 
lubjfit bo. * 74 /' I"* 

J*Plantagn marifima, Linn. || Arbutus uva urfi, Linn. • 

^ Myfica gale, Linn. •• Bunias cakile, Linn. 
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does not efiervefce with acids, and is not fmooth to the touch. It Teems to be a fpecies 
of.Mr. Profeffor Wallerius’s vitrefcent fpar *. There are fometimes fmall pieces of a 
greyilh quartz in this Tpar^ which emit ftrong Tparks of fire, when ftruck with a ficel. 
In thefe kinds of (lone the lead-ore is lodged. It commonly lies in little lumps of the 
fize of peas j but fometimes in fpecks of an inch fquare, or bigger. The ore is very 
clear, and lies in little cubes f. It is generally very poor, a^ few places excepted. The 
veins of foft fpar, and other kinds of ftone, are very narrow, and commonly from ten 
• to fifteen inches broad. In a few places they arc twenty inches broad ; and in one 
fingle place twenty-two and a half. The brook vi-hich interfefts the mountain towards 
the mills, runs down fo deep into thp mountain, that the diftance from the fummit of 
the hill, to the bottom of the brook, is near twelve yards. Here I examined the veins, 
and found tliat they always keep the fame breadth, not encreafing near the bottom of 
, the brook; and likewife, that they are no richer below, than at the top. From hence it 
may be eahly concluded, that it is not worth while finking mines here. Of ihefc veins 
there are three or four in tin's neighbourhood, at fotne diftance from each other, but all 
of the fame quality. The veins are alnioft perpendicular, fometimes deviating a little. 
"When pieces of the green ftone before-mentioned lie in the v ater, a great deal of the 
adherent white fpar and lime-ftonc is coniunied ; but the green ftone remains untouched. 
That part of the veins which is turned towards the air is always very rough, bccaufe the 
fun, air, and rain, have mouldered a great part of the fpar and lime-flonc ; but the green 
ftone has refifted their attacks. They fometimes find deep holes in thefe veins, filled 
with mountain cryftals. Th^ greateft quantity* of lead or filver ore is to be J'ouiul next 
to the rock, or even on the fides of vein. There are now and then little grains of pyHtes 
in the fpar, which have a fine gold colour. The green ftone when poundet), and put 
on a red-hot fhovel, burns with a blue flame. Some 'fay, they can then obferve a ful- 
phureous fmell, which 1 could never perceive, though my fenfe of I'melling is very 
perfeft. When this green ftone is grown quite red-hot, it loofes its green colour, and 
acquires a whitifti one, but will not eflervefee with aqua fortis. 

The fulphurcous fprirgs (if I may fo call them) are at the foot of the mountain, 
which contains the filvcr, or lead ore. Several fprings join here, and form a little 
brook. The water in ihofe brooks is covered with a white membrane, and leaves a 
white, mealy matter on the trees, and other bodies in its way; tin's matter has a ftrong 
fulphurcous fmell. I'rees covered with this mealy matter, when dried and fet on fire^ 
burn with a blue flame, and emit a fmell of fulphur. 'J’he water does not change by 
being mixed with gall-apples, nor does it change blue paper into a dift'erent colour, 
which is put into it. It makes no good lather with foap. Silver is tarniflicd, and turns 
black, if kept in this water for a little while. 'I’he blade of a knife was turned quite 
black, after it had lain about three houm in it. It has a difagrccablc fmell, which, they 
favj.it fpreads ftill more in rainy weather. A number of graCshoppers were fallen into 
it at pi eient. 'The inhabitants ufed this water, as a remedy againft the itch. 

in ihe afternoon we fent to fee another vein, which had been fpoken of as filvcr-orc. 
It lies about a quarter of a mile to the norih-eaft of bay St. Faul, near a point oMand 
called Clap au Clorbeau, dole to the ftiore of the river St. Lawrence. The mountain in 
which thefe veins lie, confift of a pale red vitrefcent fpar, a black glimmer, a pale liinc- 
ftone, purple or garnet-coloured grains of quartz, and fotne tranfparent quartz. Some- 
times tile reddifl) vitrefcent fpar is the moft abundant, and lies in long llripcs of fmall 
hard grains. Sometimes the fine black glimmer abounds more than the remaining 

• See WalleriiisB Mineralojry, Germ, td. p. 87, Forft. Introd. to Mineralogy, p. I j. 

It It'S cubic lead-ore, or lead glance. Forfla’a Introd, to Mineralogy, p. 51. 
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conilituent parts ; and thefe two laft kinds of ftone generally run iA alternate ftripes. 
The white li(ne*(tone which confifts of almoft inviiible particles, is mixed in among 
them. The garnet coloured quartz grains appear here and there, and fometimes form 
whole ftripes. They are as big as pin’s heads, round, ftiining, and ftrike fire with 
fteel. All thefe ftones are very hard, and the mountains near the fca confift entirely 
of them. They fometimes lie in almoft perpendicular ftrata, of ten or fifteen inches 
thicknefs. The ftrata, however, point with their upper ends to the north-weft, and go 
upwards from the river, as if the water, which is clofe to the fouth-caft fids of the ' 
mountains, had forced the ftrata to lean on that fide. Thefe mountains contain very 
narrow veins of a white, and fometimes of a greeuifli, fine, femidiaphanous, foft fpar, 
which crumbles eafily into grains. In this fpar they very frequently find fpecks, which 
look like a calamine blind *. Now and then, and but very feldom, there is a grain of 
lead-ore. The mountains near the fliore confift fometimes of a black fine-grained . 
horn-ftonc, and a ferruginous Umc-ftone. The horn-ftone in that cafe is always in 
three or four times as great a quantity as the lime-ftone. 

In this neighbourhood there is likcwife a fulphureous fpring, having exaftly the fame 
qualities as that which I have before deferibed. I’he broad-leaved reed macc f grows 
in the very fjiring, and fucceeds extremely well. A mountain-a(h ftood near it, whofe 
berries were of a pale yellow fading colour, whereas on all other mountain-afties they 
liavc^ a deep red colour. 

They make great quantities of tar at bay St. Paul. We now pafted near a placein 
which they burn tar, during fummer. ft is exaftly the faihe with ours in Eaft Bothnia, 
only fomewhat Icfs ; though I have been told, that there are fometimes very great 
manuladures of it here. I'lie tar is made folely of the pin rouge |, or red pine. All 
other firs, of which here are levei'al kinds, 'are not fit for this purpofc, bcfaule they do 
not give tar enough to repay the trouble the people are at. They make ufe of the roots 
alone, which are quite full of refin, and which they dig out of the ground ; and of 
about two yards of the ftem, juft above the root, laying afide all the reft. They have 
not yet learnt the art of drawing the refin to one fide of the tree, by peeling off the 
bark ; at leaft tln^y never take this method. The tar-barrels are about half the fize of 
o\irs. A ton holds forty-fix pots, and fells at prefent for twenty-five francs at Quebec. 
The tar is reckoned pretty good. 

The fand on the fljore of the river St. Lawrence confifts in fome places of a kind of 
pcarl-iand. The grains arc of quartz, finall and femidiaphanous. In fome places, it 
confifts of little particles of glimmer ; and there are likcwife fpots, covered with the 
garnet-coloured fand, which I have before deferibed, and which abounds in Canada. , 

Sept. 4th. The mountains hereabouts were covered with a very thick fog to-day, 
refembling the fmoak of a charcoal -kiln. Many of thefe raounttuns are very high. 
During my (by in Canada, I alkcd many people, who have travelled much in North 
America, whether they ever met with mountains fo high, that the fnow never melts 
on then) in winter ; to which they always anfwered in the negative. They lay that the 
Ihow f6'metimes ftays on the higheft, viz. on fome of thofe bctw’ccn Canada and the 
Englilli colonics, during a great part of the fummer j but that it melts as foon as the 
great heat begins. 

• Forftcr’s liitTod. to Mineralogy, p. _';o« Zinenm fteriliim, Linn. Sy{(.,Nat. iii. p. 1261 cd. xii. 

f Typha latiTolia, Linii. 

J Pinus foliis geminis loiigts ; ramis tnpKci fafciculo foliorum tcrroinalis, conis ovatU larvibua. iilor. 
Canada 
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Every countryfoan fows as much flax as he wants for his own ufe. They had already 
taKen it up foine time a^o, and fprcad it on the fields, meadows, and pafliures, in 
order to bleach it. It waw very (hort this year in Canada. 

They find iron-ore in fcveral places hereabouts. Almoft a Swedifh mile from bay 
St. I’aul, up iu the countr}', there is a whole mountain full of iron-ore. The country 
round it is covered with a thick foreft, and has many rivulets of different fizcs, which 
feem to make the eredion of iron-works very cafy here. But the government having 
as yet fuffered very much by the iron-works at Trois Rivieres, nobody ventures to 
propofe any thing further in that way. 

Sept. 5th. Early this morning we fet out on our return to Quebec. We continued 
our journey at noon, notwithftanding the heavy rain and thunder incommoded us. 
At that time w'e were juft at Petite Riviere, and the tide beginning to ebb, it was im- 
poflible for us to come up againft it ; therefore we lay by here, and went on fhore. 

Polite Riviere is a little village on the weftem fide of the river St. Lawrence, and 
lies on a little rivulet, from whence it takes its name. The houfes arc built of ftone, 
and are difperfed over the country. Here is likewife a fine little church of ftone. I'o 
the weft of the village are fome very high mountains, which caufe the fun to fet three 
or four hours fooner here than ordinary. ^1 he river St. Lawrence annually cuts oft' a 
piece of land, 011 the caft fide of the village, fo that the inhabitants fear they will in a 
fhort time lofe all the land they poffefs here, which at moft is but a mulkct lliot broad. 
All the houfes here arc very full of children. 

The lime-flates on the hills are of two kinds. One is a black one, w'hich 1 have 
often mentioned, and on which the town of Quebec is built. I'he other is generally 
black, and fomciimes dark grey, and feems to be a fpeciesof the former. ,.It is called 
pierre a chaux here. It is chiefly diftinguUhcd froth the former, by beitig cut very 
eafily, giving a very white lime when burnt, and not cafily mouldering into Olivers 
in the air. The walls of the houfes hero are cnrinrly made of this Hate ; and likewife 
the chimnics, thofe places excepted which are expofed fo tJie greateft fire, wltert? they 
place pieces of grey rock-ftone, mixed with a deal of glimmer. The mouniains near 
Petite Riviere confift merely of a grey rock-ftone, which is entirely the fame wiih that 
which I deferibed near the lead-mines of bay St. Paul. The foot of thofe mountains 
confifts of one of the lime-flate kinds. A grt'at part of the (ianada mountains of grey 
rock-ftone ftand on a kind of Hate, in the fame manner as the grey rocks of Weft 
Gothland in Sweden. 

Sept. 6th. They catch eels and porpeffes here, at a certain feafon qF the year, viz. 
at the end of September, and during the whole month of Otftobcr. 'Ehe eels come up 
the river at that time, and are caught in the manner I have before defcrilted, 'I’hcy 
sire followed by the porpeffes, which feed upon them. The greater the ejuantity of 
eels is, the greater is likewife the number of porpeffes, which are caught in the follow- 
ing manner: when the tide ebbs in the river, the porpeffes commonly go down along 
the fides of the Hver, catching the eels which they find there. The inhabiiants'. of this 
place therefore ftick little twigs, or branches with leaves, into the river, in lb curve 
line or arch, the ends of which look towards the Ihore, but ftand at fome ilillancc from 
it, leaving a paffage there. The branches ftand about two feet diftant from each other. 
When the porpeffes come amongft them, and perceive the niftiing the water makes 
with the leaves, they dare not venture to proceed, fearing left there fho'uld be a fnare, 
or trap, and endeavour to go back. Meanwhile the water has receded fo rmteh, that 
in J;oing back they light upon one of the ends of the arch, whofe moving leaves frighten 
them again. In tliis conliifion they fwim backwards and forwards, till the water is 

entirely 
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entirely ebbed off, and they Ueon the bottom, where the inhabitants Jpll them. They 
give a great quantity of train-oiL ^ 

Near the ftiore, is a grey clay, foil of ferruginous crack., and pierced by worms. 
The holes are fmall perpendicular, and big enough to admit a middUng pin. Their 
fid^ are likewife ferrugmous, and half-petrified ; and where the clay has been 
wafhed away by the water, the reft looks like ochre-coloured flumps of tobacco-pipe 

lUDcS* 


At noon we U* PeWe Riviere, and continued our journey towards St. Joachim. 

Between Petite Riviere, which lies in alittle bay. and St. Joachim, the weftcrnlhorc 
of the nver St. Lawrence confifts of prominent fountains, between which there are 
feveral fmall bays. Ihey have found, by long experience, that there is always a wind 
on thefe mountams, even when it is calm at Petite Riviere. And when the wind is 
pretty high at the laft-mentioned place, it is not advifeablc to go to Ouebec in a boat 
the wind and waves, m that cafe, being very high near thefe mountains. We had at ‘ 
prefent an opportunity or experiencing it. In the creeks between the mountains, the 
water was almoft quite fmootli j but on our coming near one of the points formed 
by the high mountains, the waves encreafed, and the wind was fo high, that two 
people were forced to take care of the helm, and the mail broke feveral times. 
The waves are likewife greatly encreafed by the ftrong current near thofe points or 
capes. 

Sept. yth. A little before noon, wc continued our vovage from St. Joachim. 

They employ trec-muflirooms very fnijuently inftead df tinder. Thofe which are 
taken from the fogar-maplc are reckoned the beft ; tiiofe of the red maple are next in 
goodnefs ; and next to them, thofe of the fugar-birch. For want of thefe, they like- 
wife make ufe of thofe which groi ’ on the afp-tree or tremble. 

There are no other ever-greeii trees in tliis part of Canada than the thuya, the yew. 
and forne of the fir kind. ■' ^ * 

I'he thuya is efteemed for refifting putrefadion much longer than any other wood ; 
and next in goodnefs to it is the pine, called perufleherc. 

'Fhcy make cheefc in feveral places hereabouts. That of the ifle of Orleans is, 
however, reckoned the beft. This kind is fmall, thin, and round ; and four of them 
weigh about a h’rpnch pound. Twelve of them fell for thirty fols. A pound of fait 
butter colls ten fols at Quebec, and of frcfli butter fifteen fbls. Formerly, they could 
get a pound of butter for four fols here. 

'I he corn-fields towards the river are Hoping ; they are fuffered to lie fallow and to 
be fown alternately.^ I’hc fown ones looked yellow at this diftance, and the fallow 
ones green. The weeds are left on the latter all fummer, for the cattle to feed upon. 

The alh wood furnifhes the bed hoops for tuns here ; and for want of it, they take 
the thuya, little birch trees, wild cherry-trees, and others. 

’I he hills near the river , on the weftern fide, oppofite the ifle of Orleans, are very 
high and pretty fteep. ' I iiey coiifift, in mofl part, of black lime-llatc. There are 
likewif/fome fpots which confift of a rock-flone, which, at firfl fight, looks like a 
fand-flone, and is compofed of grey quartz, a reddifh lime-flone, a little grey lime- 
ftone, and fome pale grey grains of fand. Thefe parts of the flonc are fmall and pretty 
equally mixed with each other. The done looks red, with a greyifli call, and is very 
hard. It lies irr ftrata, one above another. 'I'he thicknefs of each ftratum is about 
five inches. It is remarkable, that there are both cievated and hollow imprellions of 
peftiniteson thefurface, where one likewife meets with the petrified (hells themfelve^; 
hut on breaking the (tone, it does not even contain the leait veitige of an impreffion or 
viji.. xiii. 4 R petrified 
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rified ihell. the impreflions are fmall, about the length and breadth of an inch> 

rithf frylj and the particulars ot imuv 
tilWynd lotitrer furfaccs of the flrata 
^^thfey break great quantities oi thjs 
Iti nnd make itair-cafes of it. 



that there arc pcti ifaChont 

h ftod'? of gale*, which is calltc 

I, This evening, M. Oaulihier and'l tvent the water fall at Montmoronci. Tht 
iftpnntry near me river is high and level, andwidout intt> meadows. Abov*. them rht 
jh^ h and ftee^tdlls begin, which arc covered trith a ctud of mould, and tuinod intc 
Ci||rn«fieids. la fome very deep phK 9 ^ kltd Dear thctltulctc, the lulls confiil of mere 
Jplck lime>flate, which !:> oAitti'itrtiidHed iQlo fmall pieces, like earth. All the (v Id« 
Idiow the hilU are idU pieces of Ihnosldatc. ^n lotnc more c I« vnicd pLu e , the 

confids of R pa)d^«Edottr; p 4 th 44 iitto»£latcs aie hkcwile leddifh. 
torhe wator-fidl near Afilbtmoiie^ is cute of the hightll 1 over faw. It is in a nvot 
tinofe breadth is not very tamfidcrable, and & 11 s ovei rlie ffci p lide oi a hill, coiiiiftuij:; 
esntirtiy of biadi Hie flU is now at the' bottom of a little cn ek of the i ive'r. 

Both (ides of Ike wMHioni^ merefy of black limc-flat , which is v( ry much e i u ked 
4 l|d tumbled tjbMtmu Hie hill of Uine^late under the watei fall is quu< pt r]ii ndu uLi , 
md one aasMt look at it without aftoniihnicnt. The lam of the pnccdmg da>s lud 
aoefeafed the water in the river, wldcb gave the fill a giandvr apieuatice. Ih 
bfeadth of the lill is not above ten or twdvi yauK. 1 p ipeniicilar height 
Mr. Gaidll^ and Igudledto be botwee^a a hun^ied uid icn, and a iumeire d and 
tamenty <anA on oar retuijo to (Jtiebce, wc found cmi giuis continued by leveial 
jl^ntlemefi^ vrffa Had adorilv fiieafti^ the fall, aiut found it to be' nenly as wo had 
cemjef^uted. The people who live m the neighbout huuJ c sag.,i rate m the ir acv.oiini ^ 
of h, sdifolutely declaring that it is three huiuired feet high. Father Charlevoix t ■ 
too fpa:dn|if ** **■ only forty feet in height. At the bentom of tht'f.ill thei . 
always 4 mitdt mg <» vapours fpreading about the water, being uleilve A into tli n by 
its vmla^ fidU This (c^ occauons ahnoft perpetual ram hote', which is moiv. oi hi 
heavy, In prbportioQ to ws diflance from the &ll. Mr. (Jaulth'er and my fe If, i 

withthe ftian arbo ihewed u^thc way, were willing to < >me neiU-vr to tin i ilhn^ w it i, 
in ordar ta ofaMiue more accurate ly how it cam down from fuch a height, iiiJ li nv 
V^eftonebchitn the water looked. But, bving about twelve yardy oft the fill, a liid- 
of wiad blew a thick fog upon u,, which, in Ids than a minute, h id w, t u 
" '^■]hly as if we had walked for half an hour in a heavy fhower. W tli t e Ivue 
as frit as we could. J he node of the fall is fomcrimes heira ai yuebe e, 
Venoh miles oit to the flvuthward t and this is a fign of a nuiih- i 
'' ‘ ritaea, it can be well heard m the' villages, a good way lovv^'r r > t 
^then reckoned on undoubted hgn of a fouth^wcfl; wind, or W ram. 
!iSe fm the Tides of the fail lies in dipping, and almof); pcrpetuliccdar 
lhne 4 late ffrata arc the following kinds of ftouc to be met with. 
Fftwotis gyidum I* This lies iri very thin leaves between the cracks oi tlic Inn. il c* 

. ^ MrifW gib Ifbik t See his Ilidoiit de la Nouv. Ftwee, tom v. p m. loo. 

WtbntifotiBC, Waller. Min Oetm ed.p74. Fibroua or radiated gyplum, lotil Inuod. 
tf) !?• • 

Its 
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Its colour is a fnowy white. I have found it in feveral parts of Cicada, in the fame 
Mack lime*{lone. ^ 

^ Pierre a calumet. This is the Fraach name of a ftone difpofed in ftrata feptween the 
Hme-flatc, and of which they make almoft all the tobacco-pipe he^ ilt th^ Country. 
The thicknefs of the ftrata is different. I have feen pieces near fift^ thidt: ; 
but they are commonly between four and five inches thick. When the ftone is long 
expofed to the open air or 41631 of the fun, it gets a yellow colour j but in the infide it 
is grey. It is a lime-ftone of fuch a compadnefs, that its particles are not diftinguifcable. 
by the naked eye. It is pretty foft, and will bear cutting with a knife. From this* 
quality, the people likewife judge of the goodiicfs of the ftone for tobacco-pipe heads ; 
for the hard pieces of it are not fo fit for ufe as fhe fofter ones. I have feen fome of 
thefe floncs fhivering into thin leaves on the outfide, where they were expofed to the 
fun. All the tobacco-pipe heads, which the common people in Catfeida make ufe of, 
are made of this ftone, and are ornamented in different ways, A great part of the 
gentry likewife make ufe of them, cfpecially when they are on a journey. The Indians 
have employed this ftone for the fame purpofes for feveral ages paft, and have taught 
it the Europeans. I'he heads of the tobacco-pipes are naturally of a pale grey colour ; 
but they are blackened whilft they are quite now, to make them look better. They 
cover th(r head all over with greafe, and hold it over a burning candle, or any other 
fire, by which means it gets a good black colour, which is encrcafed by frequent ufe. 
The tubes of the pipes are always made of wood *. 

There are no coals near this fall, or in the ftcep hills clofe to it. However, ’the 
people in the neighbouring village fliewed me a piece of coal, which, they faid, they 
bad found on one of the hills about the fall. 

We airivcd at Quebec very late at night. 

Sept. 8. Intermitting fevers of all kinds are very rare at Quebec, as Mr. Gaulthicr 
aflirnis. On the contrary, they are very common near Fort St. Frederick, and near 
Fort Detroit, which is a French colony, between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, in forty- 
three degrees north latitude. 

Some of the people of quality make ufe of ice-cellars, to keep beer cool in, during 
fummer, and to keep frefh flcm, which would not keep long in the great heat. Thefe 
ict'-cellars are commonly built of ftor.e, under the houfe. The walls of it are covered 
with boards, becaufo the icc is more cafdy confumed by ftones. In winter they fill it 
with fnow, which is beat down with the feet, and covered with water. They then 
open the cellar holes and the door, to admit the cold. It is cuftomary in fummer to 
put a piece o* ice into the water or wine which is to bo drank. 

All the fait which is made ufe of here is imported from France. They can make' 
good lalt here of the fea water ; but France keeping the fait trade entirely to itfelf, they 
do not go on with it here. 

Tlic Efquimaux arc a particular kind of American favages, who live only near the 
water, and never far in the country, on I’erra Labrador, between^ the mofl outwai'd 
poiq'/of the mouth of the river St. Lawrence and Hudfou’s bay. I have never had an 
opportunity of feeing one of tliem. I have Ipokeii with jnany Frenchmen who have feen 

• All over Poland, Rullia, Turkfy, and Tartary, they fmoke out of pipes made of a kind pf ftone. 
matU', to which they {ix]on;> wooden tubes; for which latter purpofe, tl]cy commonly Ci^toy the younj 
ftiuots of the various kinds of fpiraea, which have a kind of pith c:if:ly to be thruft out. The ftone-maile 
i.1 calk’d generally fea-fciim, being pretty ijtk ; and by the Tartars, m Crimea, it is called kelFekil. /Vnd 
as jt cuts fo eaiiiy, various figures are curiouOy carved in it, when it is worked, into pipe heads, ^rinch 
often arr. mounted with filver. F. 

them. 
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them, and had th'im on board their own veiTels. I /hall here give a brief hiftory of 
them, according to their unanimous accounts. 

The Efquimaux arc entirely different from the Indians of North America, in regard 
to their complexion and their language. They are almoft as white as Europeans, and 
have little eyes : the men have likewife beards. The Indians, on the contrary, are 
copper-coloured, and the men have no beards. The Efquimaux language is faid to 
contain fome European words*. Their houfes are either' caverns or clefts in the 
..mountains, or huts of turf above ground. They never fow or plant vegetables, living 
chiefly on various kinds of wlialcs, on fealsf, and walruffes {. Sometimes they like- 
wife catch land animals, on which li'.cv feed. They eat moft of their meat quite raw. 
Their drink is water ; and people have likewife fecn them drinking the fca-water, which 
was like brine. 

Their Ihoes, (lockings, breeches, and jackets, arc made of fcal-(kins well prepared, 
and fewed together with nerves of whales, which may be twilled like threads, and 
are very tough. Their cloaths, the hairy fide of which is turned outwards, are fewed 
together fo well, that they can go up ii) their (houlders in the water without wetting 
their under cloaths. Under their upper cloaths, they wear (hirts and waiflcoats made 
of feals (kins, prepared fo well as to be quite foft. I faw one of their women’s dreffes ; 
a cap, a waiilcoat, and coat, made all of one piece of feal’s (kin well prepared, foft to 
the touch, and the hair on the outfidc. 'I'here is a long train behind at their coats, 
which fcarce reach them to the middle of the thigh before ; under it they wear breeches 
aiid boots, all of one piece. The (hirt I faw was likewife made of a very foft 
feal’s (kin. The Efquimaux women are faid to be handfomer than any of the 
American Indian women, and their hulbands are accordingly more jealous in pro- 
portion. 

I have likewife feen an Efquimaux boat. The outfide of it confifls entirely of (kins, 
the hair of which has been taken off ; and the Tides of the (kins on which they were 
inferted are turned outwards, and feel as fmooth as vellum. The boat was near 
fourteen feet long, but very narrow, and very (harp-pointed at the extremities. In the 
infidc of the boat they place two or tliree thin boards, which give a kind of form to 
the boat. It is quite covered with (kins at the top, excepting, near one end, a hole big 
enough for a fingle perfon to fit and row in, and keep his thighs and legs under the 
deck. The figure of the hole refeinijles a femi-circlc, the bafe or diameter of whicli 
is turned towards the larger end of liie boat. The hole is furrounded with wood, on 
which a foft folded (kin is faftened w iiii (traps at its upper end. When the Efquimaux 
makes ufe of his boat, he puts his legs and thighs under the deck, fits down at the 
bottom of the boat, draws the (kin before-mentioned round his body, and faflens it 
well with the (traps ; the waves may then beat over his boat with confiderable vidleiice, 
and not a fingle drop comes into it ; the cloaths of the Efquimaux keep the wet from 
him. He has an oar in his hand, which has a paddle at each end ; it ferves him (or 
rowing with, and keeping the boat in equilibrium during a (lorm. The paddles of the 

^ The Moravian brethren in Greenland, coming once over with fomc Greenlanders to Terra Labrador, 
tiic Efqui'maux ran away at their appearance ; but they oidertd one of rheir Greenlander .s to call llicm 
back in his language. The Lfquimaux hearing his voice, and underilanding the language, imrncdiutcly 
llopptd, came back, and were glad to find a countryman, and wherever thry went among the other 
EiquiiTiaux, ihfy gave out that of ihcir brethren was returned. This proves the Efquimaux to be of 
a tribe different from any European nation, as the Greenland language has no fimibrity with any language 
in Europe, F. 

f i^hoca v'lulina. Linn. J Trichechus rofmarus. Linn. 
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oar are very narrow. The boat will contain but a lingle perron.\ Efquimaux have 
bften been found fafe in their boats many miles from land, in violent ftorms, where 
(hips found it difficult to fave themfelves. Their boats float* on the waves like bladders, 
and they row them with incredible velocity. I am told they have boats of different 
(hapes. They have likewife larger boats of wood, covered with leather, in which 
feveral people may fit, and in which their women commonly go to fea. 

Bows and arrows, javelins and harpoons, are their arms. With the laft they kill 
whales, and other large marine animals. The points of their arrows and harpoons ’ 
are fometiines made of iron, fometimes of bone, and fometimes of the teeth of the 
walrufs. 'I’heir quivers are made of feals fliins. The needles with which they fow their 
cloaths arc likewife made of iron, or of bone. All their iron they get, by fome means 
or other, from the Europeans. 

They fometimes go on board the European (hips, in order to exchange fome of* 
their goods for knives and other iron. But it is not advifeable for Europeans to> go on 
(bore, unlefs they be numerous ; for the Efquimaux are falfe and treacherous, and 
cannot fuffer ftrangers amongfl: them. If they find themfelves too weak, they run 
away at the approach of ftrangers ; but if they think they arc an over-match for them, 
they kill all that come in their way, without leaving a fingle one alive. The Europeans 
therefore, do not venture to let a greater number of Elquiraaux come on board their 
(hips than they can eafily mafter. If they are (hip-wrecked on the Efquimaux coafts, 
they may as well be drowned in the fea as come fafe to the (hore : this many Europcsbis 
have experienced. The European boats' and (hips which'the Efquimaux get into their 
power, are inimediatoly cut in pieces, and robbed ot all nails and other iron, which 
they work into knives, needles, arrow-heads, &c. They make ufe of fire for no other 
purpof'. s but working of iron, and preparing the (kins of animals. '1 heir meat is eaten 
all raw. When they come on board an European (hip, and are offered fome of the 
failors meat, they never will tafte of it till they have feen fome Europeans eat it. 
I’hough nothing ploafed other favage nations lb much as brandy, yet many Frenchmen 
have affun d me, that they never could prevail on the Efquimaux to take a dram of it, 
'I’lteir miftnill of other nations is the caufe of it; for they undoubtedly imagine that 
thev arc going jo poifon them, or do them fome hurt; and 1 ain not certain whether 
tiiey do not judge right. They have no ear-rings, and do not p^nt the face like the 
American Indians, For many centuries paft they have had dogs whofe ears are 
oreded, and never hang down. They make ufe of them for hunting, and inftead of 
horfes in winter, for drawing their goods on the ice. They themfelves fometimes 
ride in fledges* dniwn by dogs. They have no other domcftic animal. There are 
indeed nleniv of rein-deer in their country ; but it is not known that^ either the 
Ef« 5 uirn;uix, or any of the Indians in America, have ever tamed them. The French 
in Canada, who are in a manner the neighbours of the Efquimaux, have taken a deal 
of pains to carry on fome kind of trade with them, and to endeavour to engage them 
to a more friendly intcrcourfe with other nations. For that purpofe*they took fome 
Efqniu'/aux children, taught them to read, and educated them in the beft manner 
poffible. 'I’he intention of the French was, to fend thefe children to the Efquimaux 
again, that they might inlorin them of the Und treatment the French had given them, 
and thereby incline them to conceive a better opinion of the 1‘rench. But unhappily 
all the children died of the fmall-pox, and the fcheme was dropt. Many*perfons in 
(’aiiada doubted whether the fcheme would have fucceeded, though the children had 
been kept alive. For they fay, there was formerly an Efquimaux taken by the French 
and brought to Canada, where he (laid a good while, and was treated with great 
® ctvuity. 
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civility. He learnt French pretty well, and fcemed to relifti the French way of living 
very well. When he was fcnt back to his countrymen, he was not able to make the 
Icaft inipreffion on them, ir. favour of the French ; but was killed by his neareft rela- 
tions, as half a Frenchman and foreigner. This inhuman proceeding of the Erquimaux 
againft all ftrangers, is the rcafon why none of the Indians of North America ever 
give quarter to the Efquimaux if they meet w'ith them, but kill them on the fpot ; 
though they frequently pardon their other enemies, and indorporate the prifoners into 
* their mation. 

For the ufe of thofe who are fond of comparing the languages of fcveral nations, 1 
have here inferted a few Efquimaux, words, communicated to me by the Jel'uit Saint 
Pie. One, kombuc ; two, tigal ; three, kc ; four, miflilagat ; water, fillalokto ; 
rain, killaluck; heaven, taktuck, or nabugaklhe; the fun, (hikonak, orfakakiiuk; 
'the moon, takock; an egg, manneguk; the boat, kagack; the oar, pacotick j the 
knife, • fhavie ; a dog, mekkc, ortimilok; the bow, petikfick ; an arrow, katfo ; the 
head, niakock ; the' ear, tcliiu ; the eye, killik, or flu'k ; the liair, nutfliad ; a tooth, 
iikak ; the foot, ilikat. Some think that they are nearly tlie lame nation with the 
Greenlanders, or Skralingers j and protend that there is a great affinity in the. 
language *. 

Piuiiib trees of diflerent forts brought over front France, fuccccd very well hero. 
The prefent year lliey did not begin to llmver till this mdnih. Some of them looked 
very well ; and I am told the winter does not hurt them. 

Sept. 11 th. The Marquis de la Galifi'oiiifiere is one of the three noblemen, who, 
above all others, have gained high efteem with the French admiralty in the lafl war. 
They are the Marqiii<le.s do la Galiiloiinierc, do la Joqquicre, and do IMifendue. The 
firfl of tliefe was of a low I'latiire, and Ibniewliat hiimp-backeil. He has a Jurprifing 
knowledge in all brajiches of I'cience, and efpecially in natural hiftory ; in which he is 
fo well verfed, that when he began to ipeak with me about it, I imagined 1 faw our 
great Linnaeus under a new form. When lie tpoke of the ufc of natural hilfory, of 
the method of learning, and employing it to raile liie llateof a country, I we.; r.ltouillied 
to fee him lake his rcafons from politics, as well as natural phil.jibphy, m.uliematics, 
and other I'cienccs. 1 own, that my converfation with lliis noblemass \va.^ very 
inflrucUve to mo; and 1 always drew a deal of uleful knowledge from i:. He told 
me fcveral ways of employing natural hillory to the purpofes oi politics, and to make 
a ruuntrv powerful, in order to dt prefs its envious neighbour.'-. Never Itas natural 
hillory had a greater promoter in tliis country ; and it is very doubtful wlteilter it will 
' ever have his equal here. As fiion as he got the place of governorgeliemi, lie began 
to take ibofo moafurcs for getting information in natural hlflory, whidi 1 have men- 
tioned before. When he faw people who hatl for fome time been in a I'etth'tl place 
of the country, efpecially in the more remote parts, or had travelled iu thofe parts, 
he always queftioned ilicm about the trees, plants, earth.s, fl;one.s, ores, anintals, &c. 
of the place. He likew'ifc enquired what ufc the inhabitants made cf thofe tliing.s ; 
in what flatc their hufl>andry was; what lakes, rivers, and pafl'agcs there af« ; and 
a number of other particulars. Thofe who feemed to have clearer notion.s than the 
reft, were obliged to give him circurnftantial dcfcripiions of what they had lien. He 

* Tl.e ak)vc account of the Kfquimau* may be compared with Henry lillis’s Account of a Voyage to 
Hiidfi.ii’s Lay, by ilit; Dubba Galley and Califuriiia, See., and the account of a Voyage for t!ie Difeovtry 

Norih-wcll Ibdiige bj Iludfon's Streigbts, by the Clerk of the California. Two Vo)s. fivo. And 
Jaftly, with Crania’s Hillory of Greenland. Two. i^ols. Svo. F. 
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himfelf wrote down all the accounts he had received ; and by this great application, 
fo uncommon among perfons of his rank, he foon acquired a knowledge of the molt 
diftant parts of America. The priefts, commandants of fprts, and of leveral diftant 
places, are often furprifed by his queftions, and wonder at his knowledge, when they 
come to Ouebcc to pay their vilits to him ; for he often tells them, that near fuch a 
mountain, or on fuch a fhore, &c. where they often went a hunting, there are fome 
particular plants, trees, earths, ores, &c. for he had got a knowledge of thole things 
before. From hence it happened, that fome of the inhabitants believed fie had a* 
preternatural knowledge of things, as he was able to mention all the curiofities of 
places, fomelimes near two hundred Swediftt iijiles from Quebec, though he never 
was there himfcif. Never was there a be tter llatcfman than he ; and nobody can take 
better meafure,"-, and choofc more proper means for nnpnning a country, amrincreafing 
its welfare. (kinaJa was hardly acquainted with the treafure it po(r.'ir.>d in the 
perion of this nobicmaii, when it loll him again j the king wanted his feryices at 
home, and could not Kstve him fo far off. lie was going to France witlt acolledion 
of natural cu.^olities ; and a quantity of young trees and plants, in boxes full of 
earth. ' 

'I’he black lime-flate has been repeatedly mentioned during the conrfe of my journey. 
I will iiore give a more tniaule detail of it. 'file mountain on which Ouebec is buifr, 
and I’ae hills along the river St. Lawrence, confifl of it for fome miles togelhe.-*, on 
both lilies of Ouel^ec. About a yard from the furface, this Hone is quite coinpiicl, 
and without any cracks ; fo that one cafinot perceive that ii is a flate, its particles bcincr 
iinjierceptible. Ic lies in Hrata, which vary from three or four indies, to twenty ihicl;, 
and upwards. In the mountains on which Quebec is built, the flnita do not lie hori- 
zontal, ilut dipping, fo as to be netirly perpendicular; the upper ends pointing north- 
wdl, and the lower ones fouth-eall. From hence it is, the corners of thde ftrata 
always flrike out at the furface into the flreets, and cut the flioes in pieces. 1 have 
likewife feen fome llrata, inclining to the northward, but nearly perpendicular as the 
foruv r. lloiizontal llrata, or nearly fuch, have occurred to me too. 'i'he (lr,ata are 
divided by narrow cracks, which arc commonly filled with fibrou.s white gypfuin, 
wliich can lomoumes be got loofe with a knife, if the layer or flracum of fiate above it 
is iirol :! 11 in pieces ; and in that cafe it has the appearance of a thin w’hite leaf. The 
large cracks are almolt filled up with tranfparent quartz cryftals, of different fizes. 
One part of ilie mountain contains vait quantities of ihefe cryflals, from which the 
corivT of the mountain which lies to liie S. S. E. of the palace, has got the name oi 
Pointe de Diamante, or Diamojui Point. The fmall cracks which divide the ftone. go 
gcner lly at right angles ; the dillai ices between them are not always equal. The o it- 
fuleoi the ILaiiim, of that wliich is turned towards the other llratum, is freqiteiitiy 
coveri'i! with a fine, black, fiiiiiing membrane, which looks like a kind of a jiyrous 
horn-lb'iie. In it there is lonictimes a yellow pyrites, always lying in fmail grain?. 
I never found petrifadions or imprellions, or other kinds of ftonc i:j ii, b'. ;idc.s 'hofe J 
haw' jufl meptioned. A I moil ail the public and private buildings at Quebec confi il of 
this lime-flate; :m i likewlle the wails round the town, and round the monalli rios and 
gardens. It is cafiiy broken, and cut to the fizc wanted. But it has the property of 
fplitling into thin Ihivers, parallel to the furface of the flratuin from whence they are 
taken, after lying during one or more years in the air, and expofed to tlni fun. How- 
ever, this quality docs no damage to the walls in which they arc placed ; for the llones 
buing laid on parpofe into fuch a pnfiiion that the cracks always run horizontally, the 
upper Hones prcls fo much upon the lower ones, that they can only get craefn out- 
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wardly, and fliiver' only on the outfide. without going further inwards. The fhiven 
always grow thinnw, as the houfes grow older. 

In order to give my read(!rs fome idea of the climate of Quebec, and of the different 
changes of heat and cold, at the feveral feafons of the year, I will here infert fome 
particulars extra&ed from the meteorological obfervations, of the royal phylician, Mr. 
Gaulthier: he gave me a copy of thofe which he had made from O&ober i744» to the 
end of September 1746. The thermometrical obfervations' I will omit, becaufc I do 
not thinHf them accurate ; for as Mr. Gaulthier made ufe of de la Hire’s thermometer, 
the degrees of cold cannot be exa^ly determined, the quickfilver being deprefled into 
the globe at the bottom, as foon as the cold begins to be confiderable. The obferva- 
tions are made throughout the year, between feven and eight in the morning, and two 
and three in the afternoon. He has feldom made any obfervations in the afternoon. 
|Iis thermometer was likewife inaccurate, by being placed in a bad fttuation. 

The year 1 745. Jan. The agth of this month the river St. Lawrence was covered 
over with ice, near Quebec. In the obfer\'ations of other years, it is obferved, that the 
river is fometimes covered with ice in the beginning of January, or the end of 
December. 

Feb. Nothing remarkable happened during the courfe of this month. 

March. They fay this has been the mildcft winter they ever felt ; even the cldcff: 
perfons could not remember one fo mild. The fnow was Only two feet deep, and the 
ice in the river, oppofite Quebec, had the fame ihickncfs. On the twciity-firft there 
was a thunder-llorm, which fell upon a foldier, and hurt him very much. On the 
19th and 20th, they began to make incifions into the fugar-maple, and to prepare 
fugar from its juice. 

April. During this month they continued.to extraft the juice of the fugdr-maple, 
for making fugar. On the 7th the gardeners began to make hot-beds. On the 20th 
the ice in the river broke loofe near Quebec, and went down ; which rarely happens 
fo foon ; for the river St. I.awrence is fometimes covered with ice oppofite Quebec, on 
the loth of May. On the 22d, and 23d, there fell a quantity of fnow. On the 25th 
they began to fovv near St. Joachim. The fame day they law fome fwailov\s. 1 he 
29th they fowed com all over the country. liver fmcc the 23d the river had been 
4:lear at Quebec. 

May. The third of this month the cold was fo great in the morning, that Cellius’s 
or the Swedifh thermometer, was four degrees below the freezing point ; however, it 
did not hurt the corn. On the i6th all the fummer-com was fown. On the 5 th the 
fanguinaria, narciffus, and violet, began to blow. The lyih the wild'chcrry'-trees, 
fafbcrry-bullies, apple-trees, and lime-trees, began to expand their leaves. The flraw- 
berries were in flower about that time. The 29th the wild cherry-trees w'erc in 
bloffbm. On the 26th part of the French apple-trees, cherry-trees, and plum-trees, 
opened their flowers. 

June. The 5th. of this month all the trees had got leaves. The apple-trees were in 
full flower. Ripe ftraw-berric-s were to be had on the 22d. Here it is noted, th^the 
weather was very fine for the growth of vegetables. 

July. 'J’hc corn began to ftoot into cars on the j 2th, and had ears every where on 
the 21 ft. (It is to be obferved, that they fow nothing but fummer-com here) Soon 
after the corp began to fldwer. Hay-making began the 2 2d. All this mouth the 
weather was excellent. 

Aug. On the 1 2th there were ripe pears and melons at Montreal. On the a<?th 
the com wasjripe round Montreal, and the barveft was begun there. On the 22d the 
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harvefl: began at Quebec. On the 30th and 31ft there was a voryfmall hoar-frofton 
the ground. 

Sept. The harveft of all kinds of corn ended on* the 34th and 35th. Melons, 
water-melons, cucumbers, and fine plums, w'ere very plentiful during the courfe of 
this month. Apples and pears were likcwife ripe, which is not always the cafe. On 
the laft days of this month they began to phejgh the land. The following is one of 
the obfervations of this iftonth : “ The old peoj)Iein this country fay, that tlie corn was 
formerly never ripe till the 15th or t6ih of September, and fometimes on the isili ; 
but no fooner. They lilcewii'e alfert, that it never was pcrfeftly ripe. But fince the 
woods have been fuificiently cleared, the beams of the I'un have had more room to 
operate, and the corn ripens fooner than before*.” It is further remarked, that the 
hot fummers are always very fruitful in Canada, and that moft of the corn has hardly 
ever arrivi d at perfect maturity. 

061 . During this mouth the fu-1ds were ploughed, and the weather was very fine 
all the time. I’here was a little froft for feveral nights, and on the 23 th it fnowed. 
Towards the end of this month the trees began to fhed their leaves. 

Nov. 'Ihey continued to plough till the 10th of this month, when the trees had 
filed all their leaves. 1 ill the 18th the cattle went out of doors, a few days excepted, 
when bad weatlicr had kept them at home. On the i6th there was fome thunder and 
lightning. There was not \et any ice in the river St. Lawrei ce on the 24ih. 

Dec. During this month it is obferved, that the autumn has been much milder 
than ufual. On the iff a (hip could Hull fet fail for Vrance j but on the 16th the river 
St. Lawrence was covered wiih ice on the fides, but open in the middle. In the river 
Charles the ice was thick enough for horfes with heavy loads to pafs over it. On the 
26th the ice in the river St. Lawrence was w'aflicd away by a heavy rain ; but on the 
aSih part of tliat river was again covered with ice. 

The next obfervations fhew that the w'inter has likewife been one cf the mildeft. I 
now refume the account of my own journey. 

• It is not oi\ly the clearinc^ of woods, but cultivation, and population, ibat alter the cUmate of E 
cou!itr)r. and rr.akt it nuld. The Roiuatis looked upon the winitrs of Germany and Kngland as very fcvcrCp 
but happily both countries haw at prefent a nuicli more mild climate than formerly, owing to the three 
above mentioned rcafuns. Ncai IVtcrlburg, under lixty degrees north latitude, the river Neva was covered 
with ice in the beginning ot December and cleaied ot it April the i ilh 1766. At Tfariifin, which 

is under forty-eiglit degrees forty minutes north latitude, the river Volga was covered with ice the c6th of 
NovcmhiT 1765, and the ice I.Tuke in tlic rivet April I lit 27th 171^6, (all old liilcj. Is it not almoil 
incredible, that in a place very near twelve degrees more to tlic foiith, the effs ds ot cold fhould be felt 
longtr. and more icvcrtly, than in the more northern climate ? And though the ntighbourhood of* 
Fftcrfliurg has a great* many woods, the cold was, however, lefs fevere, and lading ; 'rfariifin, on the con- 
trary, h?‘'. no woods for many huudjtd miles in its neighbourhood, if we except fome few trees and buHiei 
along llie Vidca, and its tilts and the low land along ii. Wherever the eye looks to the call, there arc vail 
plains without wwds, for ntany hundred miles. The clearing a coiintiy of woods, cannot tfierefime alone 
contribute To iiuieh to make il c din. ate milder. But cultivation does move. On a ploughed held the 
fnow will always fooner melt, than on a field covered w’iih grafs. The inflammable wdrm panicles brought 
into the fiild, by the various kinds of manure, contribute much to foften the rigours of the climate ; but 
the rxh lations of thonfands of men and cattle, in a populous cojntry, the burningof fo many combuflibleSf 
and the difpetTion of fo many catillic particles, tlnough tlie whole atmofphcre ; thtfe are things which con- 
tribute fo mucli towards foftcuing the rigours of a climate. In a hundred fquarc miles near ITavitfiriy 
there is not fo much cultivated land as there is within ten near Peterfburg ; it is in proportion to the 
number of the inhabitants of both places, and this makes the chief Jifference of the clims.te, •There is ftill 
another confidcratiun, Pctcifluirg lies near the fea, and rfariifni in an inland country ; and generally (peak- 
ing, countries near the fca nave been tdifervcd to enjoy a milder climate. Thcfc tew remaiks will bf, I 
believe, fuflicient to enable every body to judge of the changes of the climate in various countries, which, no 
doubf» grow warmer and moic tcmpciaie, as culiivaiion and population increafe- F. 
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This evening I left Quebec with a fair wind. The governor-general of Canada, the 
marquis de la Jonquiere, ordered one of the King’s boats, and feven men, to bring me 
to Montreal. The middle of the boat was covered with blue cloth, under which we 
were fecured from the rain. This journey I made at the expence of the French King. 
We went three French miles to-day. 

Sept. 1 2. We continued our journey during all this day. 

The fmall kind of maize, which ripens in three months time?, was ripe about this time, 
and the people drew it out of the ground, and hung it up to dry. 

The weather about this time was like the beginning of our Auguft, old ftile. 
Therefore it feems autumn commences a whole month later in Canada, than in the 
midft of Sweden. 

Near each farm there is a kitchen-garden, in which onions arc moll abundant; bccaufe 
the French farmers eat their ditmers of them with bread, on Fridays and Saturdays, 
or falling days. However, 1 cannot fay, the French tire liridl obfervers of falling ; for 
feveral of my rowers ate llelli to-day, though it was Friday. The common {)eople in 
Canada may be fmelled wlien one palTes by them, on account of their frequent ufe of 
onions. Pumpions are likcwife ;ibundant in the farmers gardens They drefs them 
in feveral ways, but the moll common is to cut them through the middie, and place 
the inlide of the hearth, towards the lire, till it is quite roalled. 'J'he pulp is then cut 
out of the peel, and eaten ; people above the vulgar put fugar to it. Carrots, fallad, 
French beans, cucumbers, and currant Ihrubs, arc planted in every farmer’s little 
kitchen-garden. 

Every farmer plants a quantity of tobacco near his houfe, in proportion to the lize 
of his family. It is likewife very necefl'ary that they Ihould plant tobacco, becaufe it is 
fo univerfally fmoaked by the common people. Boys of ten or twelve years t)f age run 
about with the pipe in thfir mouths, as well as the old people. IVrfons above the 
vulgar do not refufe to fmoak a pipe now and then. In the norshern parts ol (’anada, 
they generally fmoak tobacco bj- itielf ; but further upwanls, and about Montreal, they 
take the inner bark of the ivd Cajrnelian cherry *, crulli it, and mix it with the tobacco, 
to make it weaker. People oi both fexes, and of all ranks, ufe liiuH' viry much. 
AlmoU all the tobacco which i.> confumed here is the produce of the country, and liime 
people prefer it even to Vlrgii.ian tobacco : but thofe wlto pretend to be connoin'eurs, 
reckon the lall kind better than the other. 

Though many natiomsimiiaie the French cullonis ; yet I obferved, on the contrary, 
that the French in Canada, in many refpecls, follow the cufloms of the Indians, 
with whom they converfe every day. They make ufe of the ‘tobacco-pipes, 
fhoes, garters, and girdles, of the Indians. They follow the Indian way of making 
war with exaclncfs ; they mix the fame things with tobacco ; they make ulb of the 
Indian bark-boats, and row them in the Indian way ; they wrap fquare pieces of cloth 
round their feet iiiftcad of Sockings, and have adopted many other Indian falhions. 
When one comCs into the luiufe of a Canada peafant, or farmer, he gets up, takes his 
hat off to the ftranger, dcfiros him to fit down, puts his hat on, and fits down . again. 
The gentlemen and ladies, as well as the pooreft peafants and their wives, are called 
monfieur and madame. Tlie peafants, and efpccially their wives, wear fhoes, which 
confill of a piece of wood hollowed out, and are made almofl: as flippers. Their boys, 
and the did peafants thcmfclves, wear their hair behind in a cue ; and mofl of them 
w^r red woollen caps at home, and fometimes on their journics. 


* CuruuB fanguinea. Linn. 
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The farmers prepare moft of thdr diihes of milk. Butter is but feldom feen, and 
what they have is made of four cream, and^ therefore not fo good as Englilh butter* 
Many or the French are very fond of milk, which they* eat chiefly on falling days. 
Hovirever, they have not fo many methods of preparing it as we have in Sweden. The 
common way was to boil it, and puf bits of bread, and a good deal of fugar, into it. 
The French here cat near, as much flelh as the Englilh, on thofe days when their religion 
allows it ; for excepting the foup, the fallads, and the defert, all their other dilh^ 
confift of flelli yarioully prepared. 

At night we lay at a farm-houfe, near a river called Petite Riviere, which falls here 
into the river St. Lawrence. This place is reckaned fixtcen French miles from Que- 
bec, and ten from Trois Rivieres. The tide is ftill confiderable here. Here is the 
laft place wliere the hills, along the river, confift of black lime-llate j further on they 
are compofed merely of earth. 

Fire flies Hew about the woods at night, though not in great numbers ; the* French 
call them mouches a feu. 

The houfes in this neighbourhood are all made of wood ; the rooms are pretty large. 
The inner roof refts on two, three, or four large thick fpars, according to the fizc of 
the room. Fhe chinks are filled with clay iultead ot mofs. The windows are made 
entirely of paper. The cjiimney is erefted in the middle of the room ; that part of 
the room which is oppofite the fire, is the kitchen ; that which is behind the chimney, 
ferves the people to lleep, and receive ftrangers in. Soinctimes there is an iron Hove 
behind the chimney. 

Se'pt. i3th. Near Champlain, which is a place about five French miles from Trots 
Rivieres, the? lleep hills near the river confift of a yellow, and fometimes ochre- 
coloured fandy earth, in which a number of fmall J’prings arife. The water in them is 
generally filled with yellow ochre, which is a fign that thefe dry fandy fields contain a 
great quantity of the fame iron ore which is dug at Trois Rivieres. It is not con- 
ceivable from whence that number of fmall rivulets takes their rife, the ground above 
being flat, and exceeding dry in fummer. The lands nea'- the river are cultivated for 
about an Englifii mile into the country ; but beliind them there are thick forefts, and 
low grounds. 'I’he woods, which colleft a quantity of moifturc, and prevent the eva- 
poration of the water, force it to make its way under ground to the river. The Ihores 
of the river arc hero covered with a great deal of black iron-fand. 

Towards evening we arrived at Trois Rivieres, where we ftaid no longer than was 
neceflary to ^deliver the letters, which we brought with us from Quebec. After that 
we went a French mile higher up, before we took our night’s lodging. * 

I'hi.s afternoon wc faw three remarkable old people. One was an old Jefuit, called 
•father Jofeph Aubery, who had been a miflionary to the converted Indians of St. 
Fran9ols. This fummer he ended the fiftieth year of his million. He ihcrtdbrc re- 
turned to Quebec, to renew his vows there ; and he fccnicd to be healthy, and in good 
fjfirits. I'he other two people were our landlord and his wife ; and he was above 
eighty years of age, and Ihe was not much younger. Th<y had now' been fifty-one 
years married. 'I'lie year before, at the end of the fiftieth year of their marriage, they 
went to church together, and offered up thanks ro God Almighty for the great grace 
he gave them. They were yet quite well, content, inerrys and talkative. The old 
man faid, that he was at Quebec when the Englifti b-fieged it, in the year 1 690, and 
that the bifliop went up and dowm the ftreeis, drefl'-d in his pontifical robes, ;vid a 
fivord.in his hand, in order to recruit the Ipirits oi tlicr loidiers. 
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This old man faid, that he thought the winters w'ere formerly much colder than they 
are now. There fell likewife a greater quantity of fnow when he was young. He 
could remember the time when pumpions, cucumbers, &c, were killed by the froft 
about midfummer, and he aflfured me, that the fumm.ers were wanner now than they 
ufed to be formerly. About thirty and fome odd" years ago, there was fuch a fevere 
winter in Canada, that the froft killed many birds ; but the old man could not remem- 
ber the particular year. Every Ixidy allowed, that the fummers in 1748 and 1749 
had been warmer in Canada than they have been many years ago. 

The foil is reckoned j)relty fertile ; and wheat yields nine or ten grains from one. 
But when this old man was a boy, audrthe country was new and rich every where, they 
could get tweiUy or four and-tvventy grains from one. They fow but little rye here ; 
nor do they fow much barley, except for the ufe of cattle. They complain, however, 
that when they have a bad crop they arc obliged to bake bread of barley. 

Sept.' 14th. This morning we got up early, and purfued our journey. After we 
had gone about two French miles, w'c got into lake St. Pierre, which w'c crofted. 
Many plants, which are common in our Svvcdifh lakes, fwim at the top of this water. 
This lake is faid to be ct)vered every winter with fueh ftrong ice, Uiat a hundred loaded 
horfes could go over it together with fal'ety. 

A craw-fifli, or river lobller, fomewhat like a crab, but quite minute, about two 
geometrical lines long, and broad in proportion, was frequently draw'ii up by us with 
the aquatic weeds. Its colour is a pale groeniih wiiitc. 

The cordated pontedcriu * grows plentiful on the fkles of a long and narrow canal of 
water, in the places frequented by our watcr-lillies |. A groat number of hogs w’ade 
far into this kind of ftrait, and fometimes duck the greateft part of their bodjes under 
water, in order to get at the roots, which the^ arc vcry’fon I of. 

As foon as wc were got through lake St. Pierre, the lace of the country was entirely 
changed, and became as agreeable as coiild be v/ilheil. The iflos, and the land on 
both fides of us, looked like tlie prcttiell; pleafure-gardeus j and this continued till 
near h'Jpntrcal. 

Near every farm on the river-fide there arc fomc boats, hollowed out of the trunks 
of fingle trees, but commonly neat and well made, having the proper ftiape of boats. 
Jn one place 1 law a boat made of the bark of trees. 

Sept. 15th. We continued our journey early this morning. On acJfount of the 
ftrength of the river, wdiich came down againft us, w'c were fometimes obliged to let 
the rowers go on Ihore, and draw the boat. ^ 

• At four o’clock in the evening we arrived at Montreal ; and. our voyage was 
reckoned a happy one, bccaufe the violence of the river flowing againft us all tl^e way,, 
and the changeablenefs of the winds, commonly protract it to fourteen days. 

Sept. 19th. Several people here in town have got the French vines, and planted 
them in their gardens. 'I’hey have two kinds of grapt*s, one of a pale green, or almuft 
white ; the other', of a reddilh brown colour. From the white ones they fay white 
wine is made ; and from tlte red ones, red wine. I’he cold in winter obliges them to 
put dung round the roots of the vines, without which they would be killed by the froft. 
The grapes began to be ripe in tln-fe days ; the white ones are a little fooner ripe than 
the red ones. They mtijce no wine of them* here, bccaufe it is not worth while ; 
but they art* ferved up at deflerts. They fay thefe grapes do not grow 'fo big here as 
in france. 

* Poiiudcria cordata. Linn. .{■ Nyrapli*®, 
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Water-melons* are cultivated in great plenty in the Englifh and French American 
colonies ; and there is hardly a peafant here, who has not a field planted with them. 
They are chiefly cultivated in the neighbourhood of towns*, and they are very rare in 
the north part of Canada. The Indians plant great quantities of water-melons at pre- 
fent } but whether they have done it of old is not cafily d-: ternniied ; for an old OiiiJoe 
Indian (of the lix Iroquefe nations) aflhn d me, that the Indians did not know water- 
melons before the Europeans came into the country, and connminicatc d tlu-m to the 
Indians. The French, on the other hand, have aifured me, that the Illinois Indians* 
have had abundance of this fruit, when the French firil came to them ; and that they 
declare, they had planted them fince limes inimcmojial. However, I do not remem- 
ber having read that the Europeans, who firft came tc; N arth America, nic tnion the 
water-melons, in fpeaking of the dilbes of the Indians at that time. How great the 
fummor heat is in thofe parts of America wliich 1 have pafi'ed through, can eafily be 
conceived, when one conliders, that in all thofe places, they never fow water-melons in 
hot-bfds, but in the open li /Ids 'ii Ipring, without fo much as covering them, and they 
ripen in time. Here are two I'pecics of them, viz. one with a red pulp, and one with a 
white one. I'he fird is more common to the louthward, with the Illinois, and in the 
Engliflt colonies ; the la(t is more abundant in Canada. 'I’he feeds ar<* fovvn in fpring, 
after the cold is entirely gone ofl’. in a good rich ground, at litine diflatice from each 
other ; bccaufe their Itaiks Vpread far, and require much room, if they fhall be very 
Jruitfiil. 'J hey were now ripe at Montreal ; but in the Eiigiifli c<-lonies they iTpen 
in July and Auguft. They commonly require lei’s time to ripen in than the common 
melons. 'J'l.ole in (he Englifli colonics arc commonly fwcetcr and more agreeable 
than the Canada ones. Does the greater heat contribute any thing towards making 
them more palatable ? I'hofe in the profitice of New York ari?, however, reckoned 
the bell, 

'1 he water-melons arc very juicy ; and ilic juice is mixed with a cooling pulp, which 
is very good in the hot fummer-fealdii. Nobody in Canada, in Albany, and in other 
parts of New York, could produce an example that the eating of u ater-melons in 
great quantities had hurt any body ; and there are examples even of fick perlbns eating 
them without any danger. Further to tlicfourii, the frequent ufe of thorn, il is thought, 
brings on intermiiiing fevers, and other bad diltempers, cfpecially in fuch people us 
are Icfs ufeAo them. Many Frenchmen allured me, that when people born in Ca- 
nada came to the Illinois, and cat leveral times of the wa'.cr-tnelons of that part, they 
intniediatcly got a fever; and therefore the- Illinois advife the French not to eat of a 
fruit lb dangeroufj to them. They ihemfelvcs ;ye fubjed to be attacked by fevers, ifi 
they cool their llomachs loo olieu with water-melons. In Canada they keep them in 
a room, vhich is a little heated; by which means they will keep frelh two months 
ai^ftcr they are ripe ; but care mull be taken, that the froit fpoil them not. In the 
Euglifh plantations they likewife keep them frefli in dry cellars, during part of the 
winter. They afl'ured me that they keep better when they arc carefufly broke olFfrom 
the ftalk, and afterwards burnt with a red-hot iron, in the place where the ftalk was 
faftened. In this manner they may be eaten at Chriftmas, ;ukI after. In Fcnfylvania, 
where they have a dry fandy earth, they make a hole in the ground, put the water- 
melons carefully into it with their llalks, by which mcatis thy-y keep very frefti during 
a great part of the winter. Few people, however, take this trouble with the water- 
melons. 


* Cuciirbita citrullus. Lir.a. 
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melons, becaufe they being very cooling, and the winter being very cold too, it feems, 
to be lefs neceffary to keep them for eating in that feafon, which is already very cold. 
They are of opinion in thefc parts, that cucumbers cool more than water-melons. The 
latter are very ftrongly diuretic. The Iroquefc call them onoheferakatee. 

Gourds of feveral kinds, oblong, round, flat or comprefled, crook-necked, fmall, See. 
are planted in all the Englifli and French colonies. In Canada, they fill the chief part 
of the farmers’ kitchen-gardens, though the onions came very near up with them. 
•Each farmer in the Engliih plantations, has a large field planted with gourds, and the 
Germans, Swedes, Dutch, and other Europeans, fettled in their colonies, plant them. 
Gourds are a confiderable part of tho Indian food ; however, they plant more fqualhes 
than common gourds. They declare, that they have had gourds long before the Euro- 
peans difeovered America j which feems to be confirmed by the accounts of the firft 
.Europeans that came into thefe parts, who mentioned gourds as common food among 
the Indians. The French here call them citrouilles, and the Engliih in the colonics, 
pumpkins. They arc planted in fpring, when they have nothing to fear from the froft, 
in an cnclofcd field, and a good rich foil. 'Fhcy are likewife frequently put into old 
hot-beds. In Canada, they ripen towards the beginning of Septemb r, but further 
fouthward they are ripe at the end of July. As foon as the cold weather commences, 
they take off all the pmnpions that remain on the Italk, whether ripe or not, and fiircad 
them on the floor, in a part of the houfe, where the unripe ones grow perfectly ripe, if 
they are not laid one upon the other. This ip done round Montreal in the middle of 
September j but in Fenfylvania, I have feen fomc in the lieKls on the Kith of 
October. They keep frefli for feveral months, and even throughout the winter, if they 
be well fccured in dry cellars (for in damp ones they rot very loon) where tlie cold 
caimot come in, or, w'hich is ftill better, in dry rooms’ which are healed now and tlien, 
to prevent the cold from damaging the fruit. 

Pumpions are j)rcparc(l for eating in various ways. The Indians boil them whole, 
or roall them in aflics, and cat them then, or go to fell them thus prepared in the 
towns ; and they have, indeed, a very fine flavour, w'hen roalted. The French and 
Engliih Dice them, and put the fliccs before the fire to roaft ; when lh(;y are roalled, 
they generally put fugar on the pulp. Another way of roaiting them, is to cut them 
through the middle, take out all the feeds put tlio halves together a^n, atul roall 
them in an oven. When they are quite roalled, fome butter is put in, whillt they are 
warm, which being imbibed into the pulp, renders it very palatable. They ollen boil 
pumpions in water, and afterwards cat them, cither alone or with lleflii Some make 
a thill kind of pottage of them, by boiling them in water, and afterwards macerating 
the pulp. This is again boiled with a little of the water, and a good deal of milk, and 
ftirred about whilll it is boiling. Sometimes the pulp is Itampcd and kneaded into dough, 
with maize flour or other flour j of this they make cakes. Some make puddings and 
tarts of gourds. The Indlatis, in order to preferve the pumpions for a very long time, 
cut them in long fliccs, which they fallen or twill together, and dry them either by 
the fun, or by the lire in a room. When they arc thus dried, they will keep fof years 
together, and when boikd tliey tallc very well. I’he Indians prepare them thus at 
home and on their journies, and from them the Europeans have adopted this method. 
Sometimes they do not take the time to boil ii| but eat it dry with hung-bei f, or other 
flelh j and I own they arc eatable in that Hate, and very welcome to a hungry flomach. 
'1 hey fomclimes preferve them in the following manner at Montreal. Tliey cut a 
pilmpiou in four pieces, peel them, and take the feeds out of them. 'Fhe pulp is put 
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in a pot with boiling water, in which it muft boil from four to fix minutes. It is then 
put into a cullender, and left in it till the next day, that the waser may run off. 
When it is mixed with cloves, cinnamon, and fome lemon peel, preferved in fyrup, 
and there mult be an equal quantity of fyrup and of tht pulp. After which it is 
boiled together, till the fyrup is entirely imbibed, and the white colour of the pulp is 
quite loft. 

Sept. 20th. The corn of this year’s harveft in Canada, was reckoned the fineft 
they had ever had. In the province of New York, on the contrary, the crop was 
very poor. The autumn was very fine this year in Canada.* 

Sepr. 2 2d. The French in Canada carry on a great trade with the Indians; and 
diough it was formerly the only trade of this extenfive country, yet its inhabitants were 
confiderably enriched by it. At prefent, they have befides the Indian goods, fcveral 
other articles which are exported from hence. The Indians in this neighbourhood, 
who go hunting in winter like the other Indian nations, commonly bring their furs * 
and Ikins to fale in the neighbouring P’rcnch towns ; however, this is not fuificient. 
rhe Indians who live at a greater tliftance, never come to Canada at all ; and, left 
they liiould bring tlieir goods to the Knglifh, as the Englifh go to them, the French 
are iibligcd to undertake journies, and purchafe the Indian goods in the country of 
tlie Indians. 'I’lii'; trade i.s chiefly carried on at Montreal, and a great number ol 
young and old mcii every year undertake long and troublel’omc voyages for that pur- 
poie, carrying wiilt tliem l^urh goods as they know the Indians like, and arc in want 
of. It is not neceiku y 10 lake money on. fuch a journeys as the Indians do not value 
it ; .and indeed 1 tliink the French, who go on thefe journies, fcarceever take a fol or 
penny with them. 

I will now enumerate the chief goods which the French carry with them for this 
trad’-, and which have a good run among the Indians. 

Muikets. powder, fliot, and balls. The Europeans have taught the Indians in their 
ncighbourhotid the ufe ol tire-arms, and they have laid afido their bows and arrows, 
which were funnerly tin ir only arms, and make ufe of muikets. It the Europeans 
Ihould now rofufe to fupply the Indians with muikets, they would be ftarved to death ; 
as aliiioll all tlieir food confifls of thellcfli of the animals, which they hunt ; or they 
would be irritated to Inch a degree as to attack the Europeans. The Indians have 
hitherto nevfr trieil to make muikets or fimilar fire-arms ; and their great indolence 
does not even allow them to mend thole muikets which they have got. They leave 
this i-niirely to the Europeans. As the Europeans came into North America, they 
were very cai vdiil not to give the Indians any fire-arms. But in the wars between the 
French and Englilh, each party gave their Indian allies fire-arms, in order to weaken, 
the foi i’l. of the enemy. 'I’he French lay the blame upon the Dutch fettlers ia Albany, 
laving, that they began, in 1642, to give their Indians fire-arms, and taught them 
the ufe of them, in order to weaken the French. The inhabitants of Albany, on the 
contrary, alfert, that the hrench firll introduced this cuftom, as they would have been 
too weak to refill: tlic combined force of the Dutch and Englilh in the colonies. Be 
this is it will, it is certain that the Indians buy muikets from the Europeans, ami know 
at prefent better how to -.nakc ufe of them, than fome of their teachers. It is likewife 
certain, that the Europeans gain confiderably by their trade in muikets and ammu- 
nition. . • 

Pieces of white cloth, or of a coarfe uncut cloth. 'Hic Indians conftantly wear 
fuel) pieces of cloth, wrapping them round their bodies. Sometimes they hang them 
over their fhouldcrs ; in warm weather, they fallen them round the middle ; and in 
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cold weather, they put them over the head. Both their men and women wear 
thefe pieces of cloth, which have commonly fevcral blue or red (tripes on the edge. 

Blue or red cloth. Ot this the Indian women make their petticoats, which reach 
only to their knee.<?. They* generally chufe the blue colour. 

Shirts and (hifts of linen. As foon as an Indian fellow, or one of their women, 
have put on a (liirt, thc'y never waih it, or Itrip it off, till it is entirely torn in 
pieces. , 

Pieces of cloth. Which they wrap round their legs inftead of (lockings, like the 
Ruffians. 

Hatchets, knives, feiffars, needles, and a (Icel to (Irikc fire with. Thefe in- 
ftruments are now common among the Indians. They all take thefe inllnirnents from 
the Europeans, and reckon the hatchets and knives much better than ihofe which they 
formerly made of (loncs and bones. The flone hatchets of the ancient Indians are very 
Tare in Canada. 

Kettles of copper or brafs, fometimt's tinned in the inllde. In tliefe the Indians now 
boil all their meat, and tlv y have a very great run with them. They formerly made 
ufe of earthen or wooden pots, into which they poured water or whatever clfe they 
w'anted to boil, and threw in red hot ftones to make it boil. 'I'hey do not want iron 
hdlers, bccaufe they cannot be eafily carried on their continual journies, and would not 
bear fuch falls and knocks as their kettles are fubje£l to. 

Ear-rings of different (izes, commonly of brafs, r.nd fomeiimes of tin. I hey arc 
worn by both men and womep, though the ufc of them is not general. 

Vermillion. With this they paint their face, (hirt, and feveral parts of the body. 
They fmmerly made ufe of a rcddidi earth, which is to be found in the country ; but 
as the Europeans brought them vermiliion, they thought notliing was comparable to it 
in colour. Many perfons have told me, that 'they had heard their fathers mention, that 
thefirft Frenchmen who came over here got a great heap of furs from the Indians, for 
three times as much cinnabar as would lie on the tip of a knife. 

Verdigreafe, to paint their faces green. For the black colour, they make ufe of the 
foot at the bottom of their kettles, and daub their whole face with it. 

Looking-glafTcs. The Indians arc very much plcafed with them, and make ufe of 
^ctn chiefly when they want to paint thcmfcives. The men condaiitJy carry their 
Tooking-glaffcs with them on all their journies, but the women do not. The 
upc.n the whole, are more fond of dreding than the women. 

Burning glades. 'I'hcfe arc excellent pieces of furniture in the opinion of the In- 
dians; becaufc they ferve to light the pipe without any trouble, which an indolent 
Indian is very fond of. 

1 bbacco is bought by the northern Indians, in whofc country it will not grow.* ITie 
fouthern Indians always plant as much of it as they want for ‘their own confumption. 
Tobacco has a great run amt.'ngft the northern Indians, and it has been obferved, that 
the further they live to the northward, the more they fmoke of tobacco. 

Wampum, or,' as they are here called, porcelanes. 'I’hey are made of a particular 
kind of (hells, and turned into little (hort cylindrical beads, and (erve the Indians for 
money and ornament. 

Glafs beads, of a Anall (ize, and white or oAer colours. The Indian women know 
how to faften them in their ribbands, pouches,’%id cloths. 

Brafs anddeel w ire, for feveral kinds of work. 

Brandy, which the Indians value above all other goods that can be brought them; 
tiov liu\e ihc\ **ny thing, though ever fo dear to them, which they would not give away 
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for this liquor. But, on account of the many irregularities which are caufed by the 
ufe of brandy, the fale of it has been prohibited under fevere penalties ; however, they 
do not always pay an implicit obedience to this order. , 

Thcfc are the chief goods which the French carry to the Indians, and they have a 
good run among them. 

The goods which they bring back from the Indians^ confift entirely in furs. The 
Frerxh get them in exchange lor their goods, together with all the neceifary provifions 
they want on the journey. The furs are of two kinds j the beft are the northern ones, 
and the worfl fort thofc from the fouth. 

In the northern parts of America there are chiefly the following fleins of animals : 
bears, beavers, elks*, rein-deer t, wolf-lynxes J, and martens. They fometimes 
get martens' ikins from the fouth, but they are red, and good for little. Pichou du 
Nord is perhaps the animal which the Eiiglifli, near Hudfon's bay, call the wolverene. 
To the northern furs belong the bears, which are but few, and foxes, which are not 
very numerous, and generally black ; and fcveral other ikins. 

The ikins of the fouthern parts are chiefly taken from the following animals : wild 
cattle, flags, roebucks, otters, Pichoux du Sud, of which P. Charlevoix makes men- 
tion §, and are probably a fpecies of cat-lynx, or perhaps a kind of panther ; foxes of 
various kinds, raccoons, cat-lynxes, and feveral others. 

It is inconceivable what hhrdihips the people in Canada mufl undergo on their 
journeys. Sometimes they mufl carry their goods a great way by land ; frequently 
they arc abufed by the Indians, and fomefimes they are killed by them. They often 
fuffer hunger, thirfl, heat, and cold, are bit by gnats, and expofed to the bites of 
poifonous fnakes, and other dangerous animals and infefls. Thefe deflroy a great 
part of the youth in Canada, and prevent ‘the people from growing old. By this 
means, however, they become fuch brave foldiers, and fo mur«)d to fatigue, that none 
of them fear danger or hardfliips. Many of them fettle among the Indians far from 
C anada, marry Indian women, and never come back again. 

The prices of the Ikins in Canada, in the year 1749* were communicated to me 
by M. de Couagne, a merchant at Montreal, with whom I lodged. They were as 
follow : 

Great and middle flzed bear Ikins, cofl five livrcs. 

Skins of young bears, fifty fols. 

— - lynxes, twenty-five fols. 

— Pichoux du Sud, thirty-five fols. 

foxes freyn the fouthern parts, thirty-five fols. 

otters, five livres. 

raccoons, five livres. 

— martens, forty-five fols. 

woIf-lynxcs 1 |, four livres. 

wolves, forty fols. 

Carcajoux, an animal which I do not know, five livres. 

Vifons, a ^ud of martens, which live in the water, twenty-five fols. 

Raw Ikins of elks^, ten livres, 

flags •*. 

Bad ikins of elks and flags ft, three livres. 


• Onginacs. t Cariboux. 

i ‘In bia'Hiil. de la Nouv. France, tom. v. p. 158. 

^ Originact verts. ** Cerfs verts. 
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j; Loup cerviers. 

II Loups cerviers. 

■) f Originacs et cerfs pafKs. 
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Skins of roebjucks, twenty-five, or thirty fols. 

red foxes, three livrcs. 

■ beavers, thre^ livres. 

I will now infert a lid of all the different kinds of (kins, which are to be got in Ca< 
nada, and which are fent from thence to Europe. I got it from one of the greated 
merchants in Montreal. They are as follow : 

Prepared roebuck fkins, chevreuils pajjles. 

Unprepared ditto, chevreuils verts. 

Tanned ditto, chevreuils tanes. 

Bears, ours. 

Young bears, ourfons. 

Otters, loutres. 

Pecans, 

Cats, chats. 

Wolves, hup de hois. 

Lynxes, hups cerviers. 

North Pichoux, pichoux du nord. 

South Pichoux, pichoux du fud. 

Red foxes, renards rouges. 

Crofs foxes, renards croifes. 

' Black foxes, renards noirs. 

Grey foxes, renards argenth. 

Southern, or Virginian foxes, renards du fud ois de Virginie. 

White foxes, from Tadouffac, renards blants de Tado^ac. 

Martens, martres. . . .. 

Vifonsy or foutreaux'^ 

Black fquirrels, ccureuils tiolrs. 

Raw dags fkins, eerfs verts. 

Prepared ditto, eerfs pajfcs. 

Raw elks fkins, originacs verts. 

Prepared ditto, originax pajfcs. 

Rein-deer fkins, cariboux. 

Raw hind fkins, biches verts. 

Prepared ditto, biches pajfccs. 

Carcajous. 

Mufk rats, rats mufques. 

Fat winter beavers, cajiors gras cT hiver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, caforsgras dete. 

Dry winter beavers, cajiors fees d* hiver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, cajiors fees cTete. 

Old winter beavers, cajiors vieux cT hiver. 

Ditto fummer beavers, cajiors vieux ePete. 

To-day, I got a piece of native copper from the Upper Lake. They find it there 
almod quite pure ; fo. that it does not want melting over again, but is immediately 
fit for wOrldng. Father Charlevoix * fpeaks of it in his hidoi^ of New France. One 
qf the Jefuits at Montreal, who had been at the place where this metal is got, told me. 


* See lii» Hill. de. la Nouv. Fr. tom. vi. p. 4 15. 
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that it is generally found near the mouths of rivers, and that there aro pieces of native 
copper too heavy for a lingle man to lift up. The Indians there fay, that they 
formerly found a piece of about feven feet long, and near four feet thick, all of pure 
copper. As it is always found in the ground near the mouths of rivers, it is probable 
that the ice or water carried it down from a mountain ; but, notwithftanding the careful 
fearch that has been made, fio place has bedh found where the metal lies in any great 
quantity together. 

The head or fuperior of the priells of Montreal, gave me a piece of Icad-orc to-day. 
He faid it was taken from a place only a few French miles from Montreal, and it con- 
iifled of pretty compad, Ihining cubes of lead-ore. • 1 was told by fevcral perfons here, 
that furthermore fouthward in the country, there is a place where they find a great 
quantity of this lead-ore in the ground. The Indians near it, melt it, and make balls 
and (hot of it. I got fotne pieces of it likewife, confiding of a (hining cubic lead-ore, 
with narrow dripes between it, and of a white hard earth or clay, which cfiertefccs 
with aqua-fortis. 

I likewife received a reddilh brown earth to-day, found near the Lac de Deux 
Montagues, or Lake of Two Mountains, a few French miles from Montreal. It may 
be cafily crumbled into dud between the fingers. It is very heavy, and more fo than 
the earth of that kind generally is. Outwardly, it has a kind of gloffy appearance, 
and, when it is handled by the lingers for fome time, they are quite as it were filvereji 
over. It is therefore probable, a kind of lead-earth,^ or. an earth mixed with iron- 
glimmer. 

The ladies in Canada are generally of two kinds : fome come over from France, and 
the red natives. 'I'he former poffefs the poHtenefs peculiar to the I'rench nation ; the 
latter may be divided into thofc of* Quebec and Montreal. 'Fhe fird of thefe are equal 
to the French ladies in good breeding, having the advantage of frequently converfing 
with the French gentlemen and ladies, who come every fuimner with the king’s (hips, 
and day feveral weeks at Qiubcc, but feldom go to Montreal. The ladies of this lad 
place are accufird by the French of partaking too much of the pride of the Indians, and 
of being much wanted in French good breeding. What I have mentioned above of 
their drellitig their head too afilduoufly, is the cafe with all the ladies throughout 
Canada, (in th<ilb days when they pay or receive vifits, they drefs fo gaily, that one 
is altnod induced to think their parents poffeifed the greated dignities in the date. The 
Frenchmen, who confidered things in their true light, complained very much that a 
great part of thciludies in Canad<T had got into the pernicious cudom of taking too much 
care of their drefs, nnd fquandering all their fortunes, and more, upon it, indead of 
fparing fomething for future times. They are no lofs attentive to have the neweft 
falhions ; and they laugh at each other, when they are not drefled to each other’s 
fancy. But what they get as new falliions, are grown old, and laid afidc in France ; 
for the fhips coming but once every year from thence, the people in (panada confider 
that as the new falhion for the whole year, which the people on board brought with- 
them, tJr which they impofed upon them as new. The ladies in Canada, and efpecially 
at Montreal, are very ready to laugh at any blunders drangers make in fpoaking. In 
Canada nobody ever hears the French language fpoken by any but Frenchmen ; for 
drangers feldom, come thither, and the Indians are naturally too' proud to learn French, 
but oblige the French to learn their language. From hence it naturally follows, that 
the nice Canada ladies cannot hear any thing uncommon without laughing at it. One 
of the’ fil'd queftions they propofe to a dranger is, whether he is married ? The next, 
how he likes the ladies in the country ; and whether he thinks them handfomcr than 
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thofe of his own- country ; and the third, whether he will take one home with him ? 
There is feme di6Ference between the ladies of Quebec, and thofe of Montreal ; thofe 
of the laft place feemed tc/ be generally handfomer than thofe of the former. Their 
behaviour likewife feemed to me to be fomewhat too free at Quebec, and of a more 
becoming modefty at Montreal. The ladies at Quebec, efpecially the unmarried ones, 
are not very Induflrlous. A girl of eighteen is reckoned very poorly oft”, if ftio cannot 
enumerate at lead twenty lovers. Thcfe young ladies, efpecially thofe of a higher 
rank, get up at feven, and dri;fs till nine, drinking their coffee at the fame time. 
When they aredreflld, they place thentfelves near a window that opens into the ftreet, 
take up fome needle-work, and few a ftilch now and then ; but turn their eyes into the 
ftreet moft of the time. When a young fellow comes in, whether they are acquainted 
with him or not, they immediately lay afide their work, fit down by him, and begin 
to chat, laugh, joke, and invent double-entendres ; and this is reckoned being very 
witty *. In this manner they frequently pafs the w’hole day, leaving their mothers to 
do all the bufinefs in the houfe. In Montreal, the girls are not quite fo volatile, but 
more induftrious. They are always at their needle-work, or doing fome neceffary 
bufinefs in the houfe. They are likewife cheerful and content ; and nobody can fay 
that they want either wit or charms. Their fault is that they think too well of them- 
felyes. However, the daughters of people of all ranks, without exception, go to 
market, and carry home what they have bought. They rife as foon, and go to bed 
as late as any of the people in the houfe. 1 .have been affured, that, in general, their 
fortunes are not confiderable ; which are rendered ftill more fcarce by the number of 
children, and the fmall revenues in a houfe. The girls at Montreal are very much 
difpleafed that thofe at Quebec get huibands fooner than they. The reafqn or this is, 
that many young gentlemen that come over from France with the fliips, are 
captivated by the ladies at Quebec, and marry them ; but as thefc gentlemen leldom 
go up to Montreal, the girls there are not often fo happy as thofe of the former 
place. 

Sept. 23d. This morning I went to Saut au Recollet, a place three French miles north- 
ward of Montreal, to deferibe the plants and mmerals there, and chieflyto colled feeds of 
.various plants. Near the town there are farms on both fides of the road j but as one 
advances farther on, the country grows woody, and varies in regard to height. It is 
generally very ftrong ; and there are both pieces of rock-ftone and a kind of grey 
lirne-ftone. The roads are bad and almoft impaffable for chaifes. A little before I 
arrived at Saut au Recollet, the woods end, and the country is turned, into corn-fields, 
meadow.s, and paftures. 

About a French mile from the town are two lime-kilns on the road. They are built 
of a grey lime-ftone, burnt hard, and of pieces of rock-ftone, towards the fire. The 
height of the kiln from top to bottom is feven yards. 

The lime-ftone which they bum here, is of two kinds. One is quite black, and fo 
compafl, that its conftituent particles cannot be diltinguiftied, fome difperfed grains of 
white and pale grey fpar excepted. Now and then there are thin cracks in it filled with 
a white fmall-grained fpar. 

I have never feen any petrifaftions in this ftone, though I looked very carefully for 
them. This ftone is common on the ifle of Montreal, about ten or twenty inches below 
the upper foil. It lies in ftrata of five or ten inches thicknefs. This ftone is fsud to 
give the btft lime j for, though it is not fo white as that of the following grey lime- 

ftone. 


* Avoir bcaucoup d’efprit. 
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ftone, yet it makes better mortar, and ahnoft turns into ftone, growing harder and 
more compaO: every day. There are examples, that when they have been about to 
repair a houfe made partly of this mortar, the other ftones of which the houfe confiHs, 
fooner broke in pieces than the mortar itlelf. , 

The other kind is a grey, and foraetimes a dark grey lime-ftone, confi ning of a cum- 
paft calcareous ftone, mixed with grains of fpar, of the fame colour, k is full of 
petrified ftriated Ihells or pe£tiniies. The greateft part of thefe petrifaftions arc, how- 
ever, only impreflions or the hollow fide of the fhells. Nowand then 1 found likewife 
petrified pieces of the fhell itfelf, though 1 could never find the fame fhells in their natural* 
ftate on the fhorcs ; and it feems inconceivable how fuch a quantity of iinpreffions could 
come together, as I fhall prefently mention. 

I have had great pieces of this lime-ftone, confifting of little elfo than pedlinites, lying 
clofe to one another. This lime-ftone is found on feveral parts of the ifle, where it lies 
in horizontal ftrata of the thickuefs of five or ten inches. This ftone yields a groat 
quantity of white lime, but it is not fo good as the former, becaufe it grows, damp in 
wet weather. 

Fir-wood is reckoned the beft for the lime-kilns and the thuya wood next to it. The 
wood of the fugar-maple, and other trees of a fnnilar nature, are not fit for it, becaufe 
they leave a great quantity of coals. 

Grey pieces of rock-ftone are to be feen in the woods and fields hereabouts. 

The leaves of feveral trees and plants began now to get a pale hue ; efpeciaJIy thofe 
of the red maple, the fmooth furaach *, the polygonum lagittatuin, Linn, and feveral 
of the ferns. 

A great crofs is erefted on the road, and the boy who fhewed me the wood, told me 
that a perfon was buried there, who had wrought great miracles. 

At noon 1 arrived at Sant sfu Recollfit, which is a little place fituated on a branch of 
the river St. Lawrence, which flows w'ith a violent current between the ifles of Montreal 
and Jefus. It has got its name from an accident which happened to a Rccollet friar,, 
called Nicholas Veil, in the year 1625. He went into a boat with a converted Indian, 
and feme Indians of the nation ol Hurons, in order to go to Quebec ; but, on going 
over this plate in the river, the boat overfet, and both the friar and Ins profelyte were 
drowned. I'he Indians (who have been ful'pcftcd of occafioning the overfetting of the 
boat) fwam to the Ihore, faved what they could of the friar’s eftccls, and kept them. 

The country hereabouts is full of ftones, and they have but lately began to cultivate 
it ; for all the old people could remember the places covered with tall woods, which 
are now tiwned into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The priefts fay, that this 
place was foiMUTly inhabited by fame converted Hurons. Thefe Indians lived a 
high mountain, at a little diltancc from Montreal, when the French firft arrived here, and 
the latter perfuaded them to lell that land. They did fo, anil fettled here at Saut au 
Recollet, and the church which ftill remains here was built for them, and they have 
attended divine iervicc in it for many years. As the French began to increafe on the 
ifle of Montreal, they wifhed to have it entirely to themielves, and perfuaded the Indians 
aj» niti to fell them this fpor, and go to another, '.rhe French have fince prevailed upon 
the Indians (whom they did not like to have amongft them, becaufe of their drunken- 
nefs, and rambling idle life) to leave this place again, and go to fettle at the Lake 
des Deux .Monlagnes, where they are at prefent, and Ji«ive a fine church of ftone. 
Their church at Saut au RecoUet is of wood, looks very old and miinous, though 
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its infidc is pretty good, and is made ufc of by the Frenchmen in this place. They 
have already brought a quantity of Hones hither, and intend building a new church 
very foon. 

Though there had been n6 nun for fome days pall, yet the moillure in the ar was fo 
great, that as I fpread fome papers on the ground this afternoon, in a lhady place, 
intending to put the feeds I collefted into them, they were fo wet in a few minutes 
time, as to be rendered quite ufelefs. The whole Iky was very clear and bright, and the 
heat as intolerable as in the middle of July. 

One half of the corn-fields are left fallow' alternately. The fallow-grounds are never 
ploughed in fuinmer ; fo the cattle can /ecd upon the weeds that grow on them. All 
the com made ufe of here is fummer corn, as I have before obferved. Some plough 
the fallow grounds late in autumn ; others defer that bufincfs till fpring ; but the firft 
way is faid to give a much better crop. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats, are harrowed, 
blit peafe arc ploughed under ground. They low commonly about the 15th of April, 
and begin with the peafe. Among the many kinds of peafe which are to be got here, 
they prefer the green ones to all others for fowing. I’hey i-equire a high, dry, poor 
ground, mixed with coarfe fand. The harveft time commences about the end, and 
fonietimes in the middle of Augull. Wheat returns generally fifteen, and Ibmetimes 
twenty fold ; oats from fifteen to thirty fold. The crop of peafe isfometimes forty fold, 
but at other times only ten fold j for they are very different. • 'I'he plough and harrow 
are the only inftruments of hufbandry they have, and thofe none of the bell fort neitlier. 
'I’he manure is carried upon the fallow grounds in fpring. The foil confifts of a grey 
ftony earth, mixed with clay and fand. I'hey fow no more barley than is necef- 
fary for the cattle ; for they make no malt here. I'hey Ibw' a good deal of oats, 
but merely for the horfes, and other cattle. ^ Nobody know's here how to make 
ufe of the leaves of deciduous trees as a food for the cattle, though the Ibrells' 
are furnilhed with no other than trees of that kind, and though the people are com- 
monly forced to feed their cattle at home during five months. 

I have already repeatedly mentioned, that almofl all the wheat w'hich is fown in 
Canada is fummer wheat, that is fuch as is fown in fpring. Near Quebec it fomeiiine:. 
happens, when the fummer is Icfs warm, or the fpring later than common, that a great 
p^of the wheat does not ripen perfectly before the cold commences. I have been 
allured that fome people, who live on the llle de Jefus, fow wheat in autumn, w liicli 
is better, finer, and gives a more plentiful crop than the fummer wheat j but it does 
not ripen above a week before the other wheat. 

Sept. 25th. In feveral places hereabouts, they cnclofe tlie field with a ftonc fence, 
inllead of wooden pales. The plenty of Hones which arc to be gfit Ikre render the 
harbour very trifling. 

Here are abundance of becch-trees in the woods, and they now had ripe feeds. 
The people in Canada collcft them in autumn, dry them, and keep them till winter, 
when they eat them inllead of walnuts and hazel-nuts j and I am told they taHe 
very well. • ^ 

There is a fait fpring, as the priefl of this place informed me, feven French miles 
from hence, near the river IVAffomption ; of which during the war, they have made a 
fine white fait. The tvatcr is faid to be very briny. 

Some kinds of fruit-trees focceed very well near Montreal, and I had here an oppor- 
tunity of feeing fome very fine pears and apples of various forts. Near Quebec the 
pear-trefs will not fucceed, becaufe the winter is too i'evere for them ; and ibmetimes. 
they are killed by the froH in the neighbourhood of Montreal. Pluoi-ii'ees of IcvcTal 
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forts were firft brought over from France, fucceed very well, and withftand the rigours 
of winter. Three forts of America walnut-trees grow in the woods ; but the walnut- 
trees brought over from France die alinoft every year dojivn to the very root, bringing 
forth new moots in fpring. Peach-trees cannot well agree with this climate ; a few 
bear the cold, but, fir greater fafety, they are obliged to put ftraw round them. 
Chefnut-trees, mulberry-trees, and the like, have never yet been planted in Canada. 

The whole cultivated part of Canada has been given away by the King to the cleigy, 
and fome noblemen ; but all the uncultivated pans belong to him, as likcwife the place 
on which Quebec and Trois Rivieres are built. The ground on which the town of 
Montreal is built, together with the whole ifle' pf that name, belongs to the prieils of 
the order of St. Sulpicius, who live at Montreal. They have given the land in tenure 
to farmers and others who were willing to fettle on it. I'he firft fettlers paid a trifling 
rent for their land ; for frequently the whole leafe for a piece of ground, three arpens 
broad, and thirty long, confift in a couple of chickens ; and fome pay twenty, thirty, 
or forty fols, for a piece of land of the fame lize. But thofe who came latter, mull 
pay near two ecus (.crowns) for fuch a piece of land, and thus the land-rent is very 
unequal throughout the country. The revenues of the bilhop of Canada do not arife 
from any landed property. I’he churches are built at the cxpence of the congrega- 
tions. I'hc inhabitants of Canada do not yet pay any taxes to the King j and he has 
no other revenues from it,*than thofe which arife from the cuftom-houfe. 

The priefts of Montreal have a mill here, where they take the fourth part of all that 
is ground. However, the miller receives a third part* of this fhare. In other places 
he gets the half of it. The priefts fometimes leafe the mill fur a certain fum. Befidcs 
them nobody is allowed to creel: a mill on the ifle of Montreal, they having referved 
that rigfii to themfelves. In the agreement drawn up between the priefts.^and the in- 
habitants of the ifle, the latter are obliged to get all their corn ground in the mills of 
the former. 

They boil a good deal of fugar in Canada of the juice running out of the incifions 
in the fugar-maple, the red maple, and the fugar-birch j but that of the firft tree is 
nioft commonly made ufe of. The way of preparing it has been more minutely de- 
feribed by me in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedilh Academy of Sciences *. 

Sept. 26th. Early this morning I returned to Montreal. Every thing began now 
to look like autumn. The leaves of the trees were pale or reddifli, and moft of the 
plants had loft their flowers. Thofe which ftill p referved them were the following f- 

Scveral forts of afters, both blue and white. 

Golden rods of various kinds. 

Common milfoil. 

Common fclf-hcal. 

The crilped thiftle. 

The biennial oenothcra. 

The rough-leaved fun-flower, with trIfoHated leaves. 

The Canada violet, 

A fpccit's of gentian. 

Wild vines are abundant in the woods hereabouts, climbing up very high trees. 

* See the volume for 1751. 

I AftercB. Solidagincs. Achillea millefolium. Prunella vulgaris. Carduus ctifpue, Oenothera 
biennU. Rudbeckia nriloba. Viola Canadenfie. Gentiana Si^ooatia. * 
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I have made enquiry among the French, who travel hur into the country, concerning 
the food of tile Indians. Thofe who live far north, I am told, cannot plant any thing, 
on account of the great degr^ of cold. They have, therefore, no bread , and do not 
live on vegetables ; flefli and lilh is their only food, and chiefly the fit of beavers, 
bears, rein-deer, elks, hares, and feveral kinds of birds. Thofe Indians who jive far 
fouthward eat the following things. Of vegetables they plant maize, wild kidney- 
beans * of feveral kinds, puinpions of different forts, fquaflies, a kind of gourds, water- 
mvlons, and melons f. They likewife eat various fruits which ^row in their woods. 
Fifli and flelh make a very great part of their food ; Mid they chiefly like the fl..-fli of 
wild cattle, roe-bucks, flags, bears, beavers, and fome other quadrupeds. Among their 
dainty difhes, they reckon the water tare-grafsj, which the French call Folic Avoinc, and 
which grows in plenty in their lakes, in ftagnant waters, and fometimes in rivers which 
flow flowly. They gather its feeds in Oefober, and prepare them in difl'erent ways, and 
chiefly as groats, which take almoft as well as rice. They make likewife many a de- 
licious meal of the feveral kinds of w'alnuts, chefiiuts, mulberries, aciminc§, chin- 
quapins II , hazel-nuts, peaches, wild prunes, grapes, whortlc-berries of feveral forts, 
various kinds of medlars, black-berries, and other fruit and roots. But the fpecies of 
com, fo common in what is called the Old World, were entirely unknown here before 
the arrival of the Europeans ; nor do the Indians at prefent ever attempt to cultivate, 
them, though they fee the ufe which the Europeans make of the culture of them, and 
though they are fond of eating the difhes which arc prepared of them. 

Sept. 27. Beavers are abundant all over North America, and they are one of the 
chief articles of the trade in Canada. The Indians live upon their flefli daring a great 
part of the year. It is certain that thefe animals multiply very fail: ; but it is no lefs 
fo, that vafl numbers of them are annually killed, and* that the Indians are obliged at 
prefent to undertake diflant journeys, in order to catch or fhoot them. Their decreaf- 
ing in number is very eafily accounted for ; bccaufe the Indians, before the arrival of 
die Europeans, only caught as many as they found neceflary to clothe themfelves with, 
there being then no trade with the ^ns. At prefent a number of fliips go annually 
to Europe, laden chiefly with beavers ikins ; the Englifli and French endeavour to out> 
do each other, by paying the Indians well for them, and this encourages the latter to 
qytirpate thefe animals. Many people in Canada told me, that when they were young, 
all the rivers in the neighbourhood of Montreal, the river St. Lawrence not excepted, 
were full of beavers and their dykes ; but at prefent they are extirpated in that 
quarter. 

Beaver.flcfh is eaten not only by the Indians, but likewife by the. Europeans, and 
elpecially the French, on their failing days ; for His Holinefs, in his fyftem, has ranged 
the beaver among the fifh. The flefli is reckoned befl, if the beaver has lived upon 
vegetables, fuch as the afp, and the beaver-tree ^ ; but when he has eaten fifli, it does 
not tafle well. 'J o-day 1 tafted this flefli boiled, for the firfl time ; and though every 
body prefent, befides myfelf, thought it a delicious difli, yet I could not agree with 
them. 1 think it is eatable, but has nothing delicious. It looks black when bdled, 
and has a peculiar tafle. In order to prepare it well, it muft be hoik'd in feveral waters 
from morning till noon, that it may loofe the bad tafle it has. The tail is likewife 
eaten, after it has been boil^ed in the fiime manner, and roafted afterwards ; but it confifls 
of fat only, though they would not call it fo; and cannot be fwallowed by one who is 

• Phafcoli. t Cucumit melo. Lirni. f Zizania aquatica. Linni. 

f Annona muricata. Linn. j] Fagus pumila. Linn. Magnolia glauca. liinn. 
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not ufed to cat it. , Sometimes, though but feldom, they catch beavers' vi'ith white 
hair. 

Wine is almofl: the only liquor which people above thq vulgar are ufed to drink. 
They make a kind of fpruce-bcer of the top of the white-fir *, w'hich they drink in 
furamer ; but the ufe of it is not general ; and it is feldom drank by people of quality. 
Thus great fums go annually out of the country for wine ; as they have no vines here 
of which they could make a liquor that is fit to be drank. The common people drink 
water ; for it is not yet cuftomary here to brew beer of malt ; and there are no orchards* 
large enough to fupply the people with apples for making cyder. Some of the people 
of rank, who poflefs large orchards, fomctimes, opt of curiofity, get a fmall quantity of 
cyder made. The great people here, who are ufed from their youth to drink nothing 
but wine, are greatly at a lofs in lime of war ; when all the ihips which brought wine 
are intercepted by the Englifh privateers. Towards the end of the laft war, they gave, 
two hundred and fifty francs, and even one hundred ecus, for a barrique, or hoglhead, 
of wine. 

A middling horfe now cods forty francs t and upwards; a good horfe is valued at 
an hundred Irancs, or more. A cow is fold for fifty francs ; but people can remember 
the time when they wore fold for ten ecus J. A flieep cofts five or fix livres at prefent; 
liut hift year, when every thing was dear, it coft eight or ten francs. A hog of one 
year old, and two hundred, *or an hundred and fifty pounds weight, is fold at fifteen 
irancs. M. Couagne, the merchant, told me, that he had feen a hog of four hundred 
wd^iht among the Indians. A chicken is fold for ten or* twelve fols § ; and a turkey 
for twenty fols. Aininot|| of wheat fold for an ecu laltyear; but at prefent it coft forty 
fols. Maize is always of the faa'.c price with wheat, becaufe here is but little of it ; 
and it is all made ufo of by thole who go to trade with the Indians. A minot of oats 
cofts fometitnes from fifteen to twenty fols ; but of late years it has been fold for 
twenty.fix, or thirty foKs. Pcal’e bear aUvtiys the fame price with wheat. A pound of 
butter cofts commonly about eight or ten fols ; but laft year it lofe up to fixteen fols. 
A dozen of eggs ufed to coft but three fols; however, now are fold for five. They 
make no chcefe at Montreal ; nor is there any to be had, except what is got from 
abroad. A water-melon generally cofts five or fix fols; but, if of a large fize, from 
fifteen to twenty. 

There arc as yet no manufactures eftabliflied in Canada ; probably, becaufe France 
will not lofe the advantage of felling off its own good.s here. However, both the 
inhabitants of Canada, and the Indians, are very ill off for want of them, in times 
of war. * 

Thofe perfons who want to be married, inuft have the confent of their parents :* 
however, the judge may give them leave to marry, if the parents oppofe their union 
wiihout any valid rcafon. Likewife, if the man be thirty years of age, and the woman, 
twenty-fix, they may marry, without farther waiting for their parents confent. 

Sept. 29th. This afternoon I went out of towm, to the fouth-weft part of the ifle, 
in ojder to view the country, and the ceconomy of the people, and to colleCl feveral 
feeds. Juft before the town arc fome fine fields, which were formerly cultivated, but 
now ferve as paUurett. To the nortli-weft appears the high mountain which lies weft- 

♦ Apmettc hlanclic The way oF brewing this beer Is dcfcrlbcu at large in the Memoirs of the Royat 
Academy of Sciences* for the year I75lt p* 190. 

•f PriiTu* Ib the fame as livrc ; and twenty two livres make a pound (lerllng. 

^ An ecu Is liircc francs. § Twenty foU make one livrc. 

i] A'Frcnch meafurc, about the fame as two budiels In England. 

VOL. xiii. 4 V ward 
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ward of Montreal, and is very fertile, and covered with fields and gardens from the 
bottom to the funrmit. On the fouth*ea(l fide is the river St. Lawrence, which is very 
broad here ; and on its fidcs are extenfivc corn-fields and meadows, and fine houfes 
of Hone, which look whit^ at a diftance. At a great diftance fouth-eaftward, appear 
the two high mountains near Fort Chamblais, and fome others near Lake Champlain, 
raifing their tbps above the woods. All the fields hereabouts arc filled with ftoncs of 
difi'erent fizes ; and among them there is frequently feen a black Ihne-ftonc. About a 
, Jlfrench mile from the town, the high road goes along the river, which is on the left 
hand ; and on the right hand all the country is cultivated and inhabited. The farm- 
houfes are three, four, or five arpents diftant from each other. The hills near the 
river are generally high and pretty fteep ; they confift of earth ; and the fields below 
them are filled with pieces of rock-ftone, and of black lime-flate. About two French 
miles from Montreal, the river runs very rapidly, and is lull of Hones ; in fome 
jplaces there are fome waves. However, thole who go in boats into the fouthem pans 
of Canada, are obliged to work through fuch places. 

Wild-geefe and ducks began to migrate in great flocks to the fouthern 
countries. 

Oftober ad. The two preceding days, and this, I employed chiefly in colleft- 
ing feeds. 

The laft night’s froft had caufed a great alteration in feveral trees. Walnut-trees of 
all forts Ihed their leaves in plenty now. 'I’lie flowers of a kind of nettle * were ail 
entirely killed by the froft. The leaves of the American lime-tree were likewifo 
damaged. In the kitchen-gardens the leaves of the melons were all killed by the Iroft ; 
however, the beech, oak, and birch, did not feem to have fuffered at all. I'he fields 
were all covered with a hoar-frolt. I'he ice, in the ppols of water was a geometrical 
line and a half in thicknefs. 

The biennial oetioihcra f grows in abundance on open woody hills, and fallow 
fields. An old Frenchman, who accompanied me as 1 was colletting its feeds, could 
not fufficicntly praife its property of healing wounds. The leaves of the plant mult be 
crulhed, and then laid on the wound. 

Soeurs dc Congregation are a kind of religious women, diflerent from nuns. They 
do not live in a convent, but have houfes both in the town and country. I’hey go 
^•here they plcafc, and arc even allowed to marry, if an opportunity oll'ers; but this, I 
am told, happens very feldom. in many places in the country, there are two or more 
of them : they have their houfe commonly near a church, and generally the parlbnage- 
houl'e is on the other fide of the church. 'J heir bufinefs is to inltrud young girls in 
the Chrillian religion, to teach them reading, writing, needle-work,' and other female 
accomplifhments. People of fortune board their daughters with them for lomt; time. 
They have their boarding, lodging, beds, inftruftion, and whatever elle they want, 
upon very reafonablc terms. 'J'he houfe where the uholc community of thelc ladies 
live, and from whence they are fent out into the country, is at Montreal. A lady that 
wants to become" incorporated among them, mull pay a confiderable fum of money 
towards the common flock ; and fome people reckon it to be four thoufand livres^ If 
a perlbn be once received, flie is fure of a fubfiflence during her life-time. 

La Chine is a fine village, three French miles to the fouih-eaft of Montreal, but on 
the fame ifle, clofe to the river St. Lawrence. The farm-houfes lie along the river fide, 
about four 'or five arpents from each other. Here is a fine church of Hone, with a 

* Urtica divaricata. Linn. f OcnotlicraLIennu. Linn. 
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fmall fteeple ; and the whole place has a very apirecble fituation. Its name is faid to 
have had the following origin. As the unfortunate M. Salce was here,’ who was after- 
wards murdered by his own countrymen further up in the coyntry, he was very intent 
^upon dilcovering a fliorter road to China, by means of the river St. Lawrence He 
talked of nothing at that time but his new Ihort way to China ; but as his projea of 
undertaking this journey, in-order to make this diicovery, was flopped by an accident 
which happened to him here, and he did not that lime come any nearer China this 
place got its name, as it were, by way of joke. ’ 

This evening 1 returned to Montreal. 

Oct. 5lh. The governor-general at Quebec is, a,s 1 have already mentioned before, 
the chief commantler in Canada. Next lo him is the inteiulant at Quebec ; then follows 
the governor of Montreal, and after him the governor of Trois Rivieres. The 
intendant has thegreatefl power next to the governor-general ; he pays all the money 
of governintiif, and is prclident of the board of finances, and of the court of juflitie in 
this country. 1 le is, however, under the governor-general, for if he rofufes to do any 
thing to which he feenis obliged by his office, the governor-general can give him orders 
to do it, wlucii he iiiufl obey. He is allowed, however, to appeal to the government 
in France, in each of the capital towns, the governor is the higheft perfon, then the 
lieuteriant-gcnci al, next to him a major, and after him the captains. The govcnior- 
gencral gives the firft orders ih all maiten of confcqueiice. When he comes to IVois 
Rivieres and Montreal, the power of the governor ceafes, becaufe he always commands 
where he is. The governor-general commonly goes to Mflntreal once every year, and 
moftly in winter ; and during his abfcnce from Quebec, the lieutenant-general com- 
mands there. When the governor-general dies, or go to Franco, before a new one is 
come in his Head, the governor of Montreal -goes to Quebec, to command in the mean 
while, leaving the major to command at Montreal. 

One or two of the king’s fhips are annually font from France to Camsda, carrying 
recruiis to liipply the places of tliofe Ibldicrs, who either died in the fervice, or Lve 
gut leave to fettle in the ccnmtry, and turn farmers, or to return to France. Almoll 
every year they fend a hundred, or a hundred and fifty people over in this manner. 
With thele petiple they likewife lend over a great number of perfons who have been 
found guilty of fmuggling in France. They were formerly condemned to the gallies, 
but at prefent they fend them to the colonies, where they are free as foon as they arrive, 
and can choofe what manner of life they pleafe, but are never allowed logo out of the 
country without the king’s fpecial licence. The king’s fhips likewife bring a great 
quantity of mercliandizes which the king has bought, in order to be diflributed among 
the Indians on certain occafious. The inhabitants of Canada pay very little to the ’ 
king. In the year 1748, a beginning was however made by laying a duty of three 
per cent, on all French goods imported by the merchants of Canada. A regulation 
was likewife made at that lime, that all the furs and fkins exported to France from 
hence, fhould pay a certain duty ; but what is carried to the colonics pays nothing. 
The merchants of all parts of France and its colonies, arc allowed to feud fhips with 
goods to this place j and the Quebec merchants arc at liberty likewife to fend their 
goods to any place in France, and its colonies. But the merchants at Quebec have but 
lew fhips, becaufe the failors wages are very high. The towns in Fraiicc which chiefly 
trade with Canada, are Rochelle and Bourdeaux ; next to’ them are Marfeilles, 
Nantes, Havre de Grace, St. Malo, and others. The king’s fhips which brmg goods 
to this country, come either from Brefl or from Rochefort. The merchants ut 
Quebec fend flour, wheat, peofe, wooden utcnfxls, &c. on their own bottoms, to the 
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French poiTefiions in the Weft Indies. The walls round Montreal were built in 1738, 
at the king’s ckpence, on condition the inhabitants Ihould, little by little, pay ott the 
coft to the king. The town at prefent pays annually fix thouland livrcs for them to 
government, of which ttfro thoufand arc given by the feminary of priefts. At Quebec 
the wails have likewife been built at the king’s expence, but he did not re*demand tho^ 
expence of the inhabitants, becaufe they had already the duty upon goods to pay as 
above mentioned. The beaver-trade belongs folely to the* Indian company in France, 
and nobody is allowed to carry it on here, befides the people appointed by that cbm* 
pany. Every other fur trade is open to every body. There are fevcral places among 
the Indians hr in the country, where the French have (lores of their goods ; and 
thefe places they call les poites. ' The king has no other fortreifes in Canada than 
Quebec, Fort Chamblais, Fort St. Jean, Fort St. Frederick, or Crownpoint, Mont- 
real, Frontenac, and Niagara. All other places belong to private perfons. The 
king keeps the Niagara trade all to himfelf. Every one who intends to go to trade 
with'the Indians mud have a licence from the governor-general, for which he mud 
pay a fum according as the place he is going to is more or lefs adv'antageous for ti*adc. 
A merchant who fends out a boat laden with all forts of goods, and four or live per- 
fons with it, is obliged to give five or (ix hundred livres for the permillion ; and 
there are places for which they give a thoufand livres. Sometimes one cannot buy the 
licence to go to a certain trading place, becaufc the governor-general has granted, or 
intends to grant it to fome acquaintance cr relation of his. The money arifmg from the 
granting of licences belongs to the governor-general. 
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 


T he two foi'incr Editions of ihefe Travels were publi/hcd, one immediately after 
tlie other, at a moment, when events of the greateft magnitude, and importance 
to this country, were depending ; and when the minds of men were extremely agitated 
and alarmed for the fate of the Britifh Empire. A rupture between Great Britain and 
her American Colonies was forioufly appivhended : and as men forefaw, or at lead 
fancied they fortfaw, very calamitous confequcnces arifing from fo difaftrous an event, 
it was generally wifh(?<l that the evil might, if poffible, be prevented ; and a reconcilia- 
tion happily circled, before matters were carried to extremity. The author, flattered 
by his friends, and perhaps a little alfo by vanity, prefumed to hope, that the publica- 
tion of his tour through the Middle Settlements in North America might, in fome 
degree, conduce to this defirable end : and as the ineafures to be adopted by Govern- 
ment were at that time under the deliberation of Parliament, it was thought expedient 
to fubmit it to the public, before any refolutions •w’erc formed that might eventually 
be decifive of the fate of the Britifh Empire. There was not lime, therefore, to 
publifli the work in fo full and correfl a manner, as the materials in the author’s pof- 
feflion would otherwife have enabled him to do. He confined himfelf to general, and 
what he judged leading, circumfiances ; and poftponed the infertiou of others to more 
favourable and tranquil times. The two former editions, however, being now entirely 
out of print, he deems it expedient to publifli a third edition, revifed, correfted, and 
greatly enlarged by the infertion of new matter ; particularly by fevcral flatiflical cables 
referring to the comivcrcc of America ; and fomc authentic memoirs of Thomas late 
1.0^1 Fairfax, and of the fevcral branches of that noble houfc now domiciliated in Vir- 
ginia ; both of which have been derived from the beft and mofi unqueflionable 
authority.-— The work for thefe reafons, and from its being almoft the only account of 
the Middle Settlements, during the period of their happieft.and moft flourifhing Bate, 
jaiay poflibly, notwithflanding the fepnration that has fince taken place, be ftill intercfl- 
ing ; at leaf): to individuals : and the author offers the prefent edition to the public, with 
the fame afTurance as he did the former ones j viz. that he believes the contents* to be 

• 


* Edition 3. Londoni 1798; 410. 
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ftri£Hy and literally true. If, however, foiue flight errors may accidentally and 
undefignedly have been committed, and any one will have the goodnefs to point them 
out, the author will think himfelf highly obliged by the information, and will avail 
himfelf of the firft opportunity to acknowledge and correft them. 

The aflonilliing events that have taken place fince the publication of the two former 
editions, will probably expofe the author’s opinion concerning the termination and final 
ilTue of the American conteft to aniinadvcrfion : but in vindication of himfelf, he muft 
^ Jbe permitted to obferve, — 

’rhat it was not within the fphere of calculation to fuppofc, 

ill. Ihat the Britilli minifiry would perfift in requiring uncomlitional fubmiflion 
from the colonics, till it was too late 'to recede ; and the opportunity was loft, and for 
ever gone by : 

adly. 'I'hat when coercive meafurcs had been rcrfolvcd upon, they would have been 
inforccd in fo ruinous and fo ineffectual a manner : 

3dly.' That, during the war, anv member in oppofilion would have declared publlciy, 
that he correfponded with, and wilhed fucctfs to, the Americans, tlieii in anus agaiiiit 
the king : 

Still lefs was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe. 

That Trance, thougli it might be expiicled that fhe would I'o far interfere in the conteft 
as to endeavour to diftrefs and embarrafs this country, would.fond troops to America, to 
the irreparable ruin of her own finances, in order to make the Americans free and inde- 
pendent ftates. , • 

Leaft of all was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe. 

That Spain would join in a plan inevitably leading, though by flow and imperceptible 
fteps, to the final Jofs of all her rich poireflions in S >uth America, 

There were indeed enlightened minds both in Trance and in Spain, who forefaw 
what has fmee happened, and who deprecated any interference in the di/jiutc, and 
recommended the obfervanco of a flricl neutrality : And the unfortunate i.ewis the 
fixteenth himfelf is faid to have fhewn the greateft repugnance to the treaty with the 
Americans ; and to have declared in the bitternefs t)f forrow, when he figned it, that he 
had figned the warrant for his own ruin and deftruclion. 

4 ^ In Auguft 1792, the autlior was at Cologne; and there accidentally falling in with 
the Duke of Bourbon, and feveral Trench noblemen of his fuite, the converfation 
naturally turned upon the fituatiem ami affairs of Trance ; and the author exprefling 
his furprife at the impolicy of ihe Trench initiiftry in engaging fo deeply in the Ameri- 
can war, and deducing frtjm thence the prefent iniferies of Trance, one of the courtiers 
with great emotion exclaimed,— Ah inonfieur, e'eft bien vrai ; hous avons mal 
calculc But the die is call, and it is too late to moralize. 

The reader will doubtlefs be furprifed, when the author declares, that he has not 
altered his feniimenis fmee the year 1775, in regard to the American war and its con- 
fequences. Ho ftill tiiinks, that the feparation might, in the firft inftance, have been 
prevented ; that coercive meafures, when refoivcd upon, might have been inforcod, 
comparatively fpoaking, without bloodflied ; and with great probability of fuccel's : that 
the prefent union of the American flates wili not be permanent or Lift for any confiJer- 
able length of time : that that cxienfive country muft ncceffarily be divided into feparate 
flates and kingdoms: and* that America will never, at leaft for many ages, become 
formidable trf Europe ; or acquire, what has been fo frequently predifled, univerfal 
empir|. The author thinks he could afftgn plaufible reafons at leaft for ihefe various 
opinions ; but it is beiier that they (hould be configned to oblivion. The wife Difpofer • 
of events has decreed, that Amerika fhall be independent of Great Britain : tliat Ihe is 

13 fo. 
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fo, may ultimately perhaps be advantageous to both countries ; at leaft it tjill be owing 
to cxcefs of folly if it be highly difadvantageons to either. I.ct us fuppUcate Heaven 
to unite them in permanent fricndfliip and alFedfion ; and to ^n-elerve inviolate that alli- 
ance, that harmony and connexion, which religion, moral habits, language, intereft, 
origin, and innumerable other coufiderations, can never ceafe to point out and recom- 
mend to them. , 


INTRODUCTION. 

» 

A FEW days before I embarked for America, being In a cofFee-houfe with fome 
friends, and viilcomfiug of things relative to that country, an elderly gentleman ad- 
varring towards the box wIktc we were fitting, addrefled himfelf to me in the ’ 
ft liowi'-.g manner: “ St,” faid he, “ you are young and juft entering into the world ; 

I am old, and upon the point of leaving it : allow me therefore to give you one piece 
of advice, which is the refuli of experience; and which may poflibly, fome time or 
other, be of ufe to you. Yt>u are going to a country where every thing will appear 
new and wonderful to you ; l»m it will appear fo only for a w'hilc ; for the novelty of 
it will daily wear o'f ; aitd m tim;' it will grow t]uitc familiar to you. Let me, there- 
fore, recommciHl to you to note in your pocket-book every circumftance that may 
make an imprcflion upon you ; for be afl^red, fir, though it may afterward appear 
familiar and umnteroftijig to you riel f, it will not appea** fo to your friends, who have 
never vifned that country, for they will be entertained by it.” 

The following oblei vatknis were the rcfult of this advice : they were written upon 
the feveral fpots to which tiiey refer; and \verc intended for no other purpofe, than 
that of ItTving as memorandums. They appeared, by the time 1 returned to Europe, 
accordijig to the gentleman’s prcdi£lion, fo very familiar to me, thall I'carcely thought 
them di lerving of the perufal of my friends. Some of thefc, however, were fo oblig- 
ing as to bellow upon them that trouble ; and it is by their ad\ ice, and the confidcration 
of the prefent critical fituation of ailairs, that I now fubinit them to the judgment of 
the public. — Whatever may be their merit, wiiich I fear is but fmall, I can affure the 
reader of one thing, I believe they are generally true. They are the fruit of the-mofl: 
impartial inquiries, and beft intelligence, that I was able to i>rocui'e in the different 
ctdonies which I vifited. If 1 have been led into any error, or have milreprefented any - 
thing, it has been undefigncdly : a I’pirit of party is univcrfally prevalent in America, 
and if is ttot always an eafy matter to arrive at the knowledge of truth ; but I believe, , 
in general, I have been pretty fucceisful. I c^iuverfed indifcriminately with perfons of 
all parlies ; and endeavoured, by allowing for prejudices and collating their dilFerent 
accounts, to get at the true one. If 1 have any doubt myfclf about any particular part 
of the following obfervatious (and it is one in which I wi(h 1 ntay be found to have 
been mifinformed) it is that which relates to the charafter of the Rhode lllanders. 

I wasrf!xceedingly ill at that place, and had not the fame opportunity of procuring in- 
formation as ellewhorc. I converfed with but few gentlemen, and they were principally 
of one party ; but they were gentlemen of fuch univerfal good character, that I could, 
not but rely in fome meafure on the accounts with which ilw.*y favoured me. Some 
allowance, how'ever, 1 did make for prejudice ; and I am defirous that the reader 
Ihould make a ftill larger one ; indeed, 1 Ihould be happy to Hand correfted in regard 
to what 1 have faid of that people, as no one can have lefs pleafure in fpeaking un- 
favourably of mankind than myfclf. 


1 have 
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I have ftudioufly avoided all technical or fcientific terms ; fuch to the i|;>forined 
reader arc unneceflary, to the uninformed one they are unintelligible and perplexing : 
in relations of this kind,* they have always an appearance ol affc£tation and pe- 
dantry. 

For the moft valuable part of the following colleftion, I mean the Diary * of the 
Weather, I am entirely indebted to my eftcenied friend, Frajxcis Fauquier, Efq. fon of 
. * jhe late worthy lieutenant-governor of Virginia ; who very obligingly tranfmitted it to 
me from Williamfburg, while I redded, as chaplain to the Britidi (Wfory, at Leghorn ; 
and has allowed me to make the ufe of it which I have here done. 

The prefent unhappy differences feibfifting amongft us, with regard to America, will, 
I am fenfible, expofe the publication of this account to much cenfure and criticifm ; 
but I can truly aver, that I have been led to it by no party motive whatfoever. My 
' firft attachment, as it is natural, is to my native country j my next is to iimcrica ; and 
fuch fe my affe^on for both, that I hope nothing will ever happen to diflblvc that 
union, which is neceffary to their common happinefs. Let every Englilhman and Ame- 
rican, but for a moment or two, fubftitute themfelvcs in each other’s place, and, I 
think, a mode of reconciliation will foon take effetl. — Every Anu^rican will then per- 
ceive the reafonablenefs of acknowledging the fupremacy of tin; Britifli legiflature ; 
and every Englilhman, perhaps, the hardfltip of being taxed where there is no repro- 
feptation, or affent. 

I'here is fcarcely any fuch thing, I believe, as a perfect government ; and folccifms 
are to be found in all. The prefent difputes arc fccmingly the refult of one. — 
Nothing can be more undeniable than the fupeinacy of parliament over the moft 
diftant branches of the Britilh empire : for although the King being efteemed, in tin- 
eye of the law, the original proprietor of all* the lands* in the kingdom ; all funds, upon 
defefl: of heirs to fucceed to an inheritance, efeheat to the King ; and all new difeo- 
vered lands veil in him : yet in neither cafe can he exempt them from the jurifJiftion 
of the legiflature of the kingdom. 

He m^ grant them, under leafes or charters, to individuals or companies ; with 
liberty of making rules and regulations for the internal government and improvement 

them; but fuch regulations muft ever be confiftent with the laws of the kingdem, 
and fubjefl: to their controul. 

On the other hand, I am extremely dubious, whether it be confiftent with the gene- 
ral principles of liberty (with thofe of the Britilh conftitution I think it is not) to tax 
where there is no reprefentation : the arguments hitherto atlduced fiom Manchefter 
and Birmingham, and other great towns, not having reprefcntalivcs, are foreign to the 
fubjeft ; at leaft they are by no means equal to it ; — for every inhabitant, polfeflcd of 
forty lliillings freehold, has a vote in the cleftion of members for the county but it 
is not the perfons, but the property of men that is taxed, and there is not a foot of 
property in this kingdom, that is not reprefented. 

It appears then, that certain principles exift in the Britilh conftitution, which mili- 
tate with each other j the reafon of their doing fo is evident ; it was never fuQpofed 
that they would extend beyond the limits of Great Britain, or alFed fo diftant a coun- 
try as America. It is much to be wiftted, therefore, that fome expedient could be 
thought of to reconcile them. 

The coAduft of the fcveral adrainiftrations, that have had the direftlon of the affairs 
of J his kingdom, h-as been reciprocally arraigned ; but, 1 think, without reafon ; for, 

^ Appendix, No. 5 [On'g. Edit.J 
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«ll thin^ cnnfidcrcd, an impartial and difpaiTionate mind will find n)ar'i%'ti'e 
alledge in juftification of each. — The feweft, ! am afraid, arc to be plead i'l 
of the Americans ; for they fettled in America under charters, which 
ferved to the Britifh parliament the authority, whether confiftent or not( 
aiTcrtcd. Although, therefore, they had a right to make humble re' 

His Majefty in parliament, apd to fliew the impropriety and incouveuier 
fuch principles, yet they had certainly no right to oppofe them. 

Expedients may ftill be found, it is to be hoped, however, to concilia 
happy dilleronces, and reitore harmony again between Great Britain .** 
but whatever ineahires may be adopted by parliament, it is the duty antf" 
rica to fubmit. — But it is impertinent to enter any farther into 


lead them to preconceive ; and that, if they be coercive ones, t|i 
which, I am periiiid'-d, is pradicabh*. without the efl'ufion 
ones, which are prefi-rable, and which I think equally practicalJij 
any lo/s or diminution of the dignity or interoft of this kingdon'''|^ 
Gie< nwich, 
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BliRNABY’s TRAVELS. 

t • 

O N Friday the 27th of April 1759, 1 embarkinl, in cc.’’ w' I. 4‘veral NoruJx 
American gentlemen, on boaid theDdpatth, Captain I 1 f ;> . '/irginia ; a«d 
the next day we iet (ail from Spithead, under convoy ol HL Mt* ttiip the Lynn, 
Captain Sterling, comnutider, with thirty-three fail of tra jf We canp to 

an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the with a/frefh 

callerly w'ind through the Needles. j 

April 30. We pifled by (he L’zirJ, and in the e\'cniii|; d . a fail, /which 

proved to be an Faiglilh flwp laden with corn. She ha! ^ y ; diw by a /French 
privateer, and was Ifceri'ig for France : there were three J'nt J \ and one fl*’nglifh- 
man on board. . 'fhe commodore lent forae hands to her,'''«|il'y )r .r to canrv her to 
Penzance. • 

May i. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind. Aj*!^,-' Pi-p^ffed tl/rough the 
fleet about four o’clock in the afternoon : and in the evcttjp'’ m. ’buLf veffel/borc down 
upon the fterntnoft Ihips, and fpokc with them. 

May 2. Fair, ph'alant weather. The next day wc fSISHtIdv iiiM* rccktininc that we 
had made a hundred leagues from the Land’s End. 

May 4. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-wetfp J . th '’venmg tne Molly, 
Captain Chew, had her main-top-maft cairied away, ^ fignal of diftrefs. 

May 5. From this time to the 14th, nothing remsj’jwit'L 1 ned : the wind was 
feldom fair ; but the weather being moderate, we mat'<*^f t gii 1 ifits, and palTed our 
time very agreeably. 

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, andj^ou )An«^j|||flfpofed fevcral days : 
he. began to mend about the 17th. 
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June 5.^^^ ^ from Carolina, which informed the commodore, 

that a FreiM^^’-^^*s cruizing off the Cain's of Virginia. From that time to the 
nth, we -naarkablc. The wind w'as generally from welt to north-w-efl, 
and there l awp jpfe pili'. fqualls with lightning. We faw feverai bojictas, grampufes, 
albicores, a f|B^||^| prent kinds. 

June II. Biw ili i^ appeared difcoloured; and we concluded that we were upon 
the Banks offlBKHM^Pind : wc call; the lead, but found no ground. 'J’he weather 
\was thick ana|Hm^^^|hing remarkable happened from this tirtie to the ^tl oJ'July : 
ivc had pleafanjK^WPs^ough now and then Iqualls with lightning. Wc lell in with 
fj’vcral current^P^^^^iahle winds. * 

July 3. Wffiiat J’l^fether, with a gentle breeze at north-w'eft. Wc were now', 
acciording to reckoning, (w'hich we aftcrw'ard found to be (rue) about 

fixty leagues frd ^ air was richly feented w'ith the fragrance of the pine- 

July 4* We fM' i^^'itCpany floops, from whence we imagined that we were near 
the co3ft. The wa^i^^fl-by-north. 

Julv ?• caught fome green fifli : upon this we found- 
ed, and* found water. At ten we difeovered land, which proved to 

be Cape Charles! ‘hroc hours afterward failed through the capes into 

Chefapeak Bay. took his leave to go upon a cruife and at eight in 

• the evening we York river, after a tedious and difagrecablc voy- 

'^•riiencxtniornii^^^^^lircd a chaife at York, a fmall inconfiderable town, I 
went to Willan^fbu B^ liMip^'^v*^ miles diflant. "J’he road is exceedingly plcafant, 
through fomc of t^^^BBuiacco plantations * in North America, witli a beautiful 
view of the rivir andB^H ^ cat extent. 


K ! afternoon, a fuddon and violent fquall from the north-weft obliged 
ur reefed main-fail : it continued to increafe, and blew a ftorm for 
irs, w.hen it began to moderate. 

lade fail in the afternoon, with four Ihips in company ; and the 
ling were joined by eighteen more. From that time to the 28th, 
happened ; we had generally pleafant yveather, but adverfe winds, 
ed ; tuid were much entertained with feeing grampufes, turtles, 
flying and other fifli, common in the Atlantic, 
ifeovered a large fail : Ihe direded her courfe towards the eaft, 
be ^n Englifli .man of war going exprefs. She carried three top- 


feke with a floop bound from Antigua to London. She acquainted 
^the agreeable news of His Majefty’s forces at Guadaloupe having 
Ipaiid under fubjedion to the Britifh government. 1 he wind Hill 


* The tobacco grwjngM 
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i ^'^rniiig wc caught fome green fifli : upon this we found- 
water. At ten we difeovered land, which proved to 
hroc hours afterward failed through the capes into 
rc took his leave to go upon a cruife ; and at eight in 
r ill York river, after a tedious and difagrecablc voy- 

cd a chaife at York, a fmall inconfiderable town, I 
L'lve miles diflant. "J’he road is exceedingly plcafant, 
icco plantations * in North America, witli a beautiful 
cat extent. 

Williatnfburg 

is ellccmcd faprrior to any other in North America ; particu- 
Jpi|R'jn8 belonging to Colontl Edward Diggs, which i.s faid to have a 
BKtWli of one plantation, dillinguilhed from the red, the tobacco is 
.!;JAyn| puls upon every hogflicad in which it is packed, the initials of 
£. D. tobacco, and fells for a proportiunably higher price. 

Some 



btjrnaby’s travels m north America. 


707 


WilHamfljurg is the capital of Virginia : it is fituatcd between two creeks ; one 
falling into James, the other into York river; and is built nearly due call and weft. 
The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more than a mile from the town ; 
which, with the difadvantage of not being able to bring up farge velfcls, is the reafon 
of its not having increafed fo fall as might have been expefted. It confifls of about 
two hundred houfes, does not contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites and ne- 
groes ; and is far from being a place of any confequencc. It is regularly laid out in 
parallel ftreets, interfecled by others at right angles ; has a handfome fquarc in thf^ 
center, through which runs the principal ftrcct, one of the moft fpacious in North 
America, three quarters of a mile in length, and al>ove a hundred feet wide. At the 
oppofite ends of this ftreet are two public buildings, the college and the cfipitol ; and 
although the houfes are of wood, covered with (hingles * , and but indifferently built, 
the whole makes a handfome appearance. There are few public edifices that deferve . 
to be taken notice of ; thofe, which I have mentioned, are the principal ; and they 
are far from being niagniiicont. 'Fhe governor’s palace is tolerably good, one of the 
beft upon the continent ; but the church, the prifon, and the other buildings, are all 
of them cxtrc'inely indifferent. The ftreets are not jiaved, and are confequcntly very 
dufly, the foil hereabout confifting chiefly of fand ; however, the fituation of Wilh'aml- 
hurg has one advantage, which few or no places in thefe lower parts have ; that of 
bring free from mufquitoes.* Upon the whole, it is an agreeable refidence ; there 
are ten or twelve gentlemen’s families conftantly refiding in it, beiides merchants and 
tradefmen ; and at the times of the alfcmblies, and gencihl courts, it is crowded with 
the gentry of the country : on thofe occafions there arc balls and other amufements ; 
but as fuon as the bufmefs is fmiflied, they return to their plantations ; and the town is 
in a manner deferted I . • 

The fituation of Virginia (according td Evans’s map) is between the 36th and 40th 
degree of north latitude, and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London J. It is 
bounded on the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaft by the Atlantic Ocean, by 
('arolina on the fouth, and, to include only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghcnny 
on the w'eft. 


Some time ago. Colonel Diggs having a trail of land, fccmingly of the fame quality, and under the fame 
expofuie and afpedl as t ie plantation producing the ii. D. tobacco, from which it was feparated only by 
a Imall 1 ill of water, he direilcd it to be planted ; and as the produce was apparently iimilar in quality, 
colour, flavour, anti every other particular, he thought hirafclf warranted to delineate li. D. upon the 
boirfticacls ill whieli it tii'as packed. Accordingly, it was feiit to market with this recommendatory mark or , 
token. Kut foiiie time .ifter, lie received a letter from his faclor or merchant in London, informing him 
that his iiilpoitor or agent had been guilty of fome great overfiglit or error, as the tobacco contained in 
certain calks, which he I'pecified, though marked with E. D., was of a different and very inferior quality to 
that commodity ; and that if the fame fault fliould be again committed, it would ruin the reputation and fale 
<4 the E. D. tobacco. It is to be obferved, that the foil or mould bad been carefully analifed and examined 
lireviouB to its being planted ; and that not the fmallell difference could be perceived’bctwccu that of the 
old amt new plantation. The experiment, it will ealily be believed, was not repeated. 

o 'rhefe are formed in llie fliape of tiles, and arc generally made of white cedar or of cyprefs. 
f Since the revolution, the kat of government lias been removed to Richmond, a town fituatcd juft, 
below the falls of James river. 

J Mr. Eheliiig, of Hamburgh, in a note to the German tranflatioii oU"** work, fays, “ Virginia is 
fituatcd between 37 and 40 degrees of nortli latitude, and extends from 77 to 81 degrees weft longitude 
from London but I believe he is miltaken, for the latcll and beft maps generally agree with Mr, Evans 
in regard to the fituation he has given to this country ; at leaft, they approximate nearer to the account 
here irivuii than to that of Mr, Ebcling. 

4X 2 The 
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The climate is extremely fine, though fubjefl: to violent heats in the fummer ; Faren- 
heit’s thermometer being generally for three months from 85 to 95 degrees high. 
The other feafons, however, make ample amends for this inconvenience: for the 
autumns and fprings are* delightful ; and the winters are fo mild and ferene (though 
there are now and then exceflively cold days) as fcarcely to require a lire. I'he only 
complaint that a perfon can reafonably make, is, of the very fudden changes to which 
the weather is liable ; for this being entirely regulated by the winds, is exceedingly 
•-variable. Southerly winds are produftivc of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of 
rain ; whence it is no uncommon thing for the thermometer to fall many degrees in a 
very few hours ; and, after a warm day, to have fuch fevere cold, as to freeze over 
a river a n*le broad in one night’s time *. In fummer there arc frequent and violent 
gufis, with thlinder and lightning ; but as the country is very thinly inhabited, and 
. ineft of the gentry have electrical rods to their houfes, they are not attended with many 
fatal accidents. Now and then, indeed, fomc of the negroes lofe their lives ; and it Ls 
not uncommon in the woods, to fee trees torn and riven to pieces by tip’ir fui7 and 
violence. A remarkable circumftance happened fomc years ago at York, which is 
well attefted : a perfon Handing at his door during a thunder gull, was unfortunately 
killed ; there was an intermediate tree at foine diilatice, which was llruck at the fame 
time ; and when they came to examine the body, they found the tree delineated upon 
it in miniature. Fart of the body was livid, but that which was covered by the tree 
was of its natural colour f. . 

1 believe no country has rtiorc certainly proved the efficacy of eledlrical rods, than 
this : before the difcovei7 of them, thefe gulls were frequently productive of melan- 
choly confequenccs ; but now it is rare to hear of fuch inllauces. It is obfervable that 
no houle was ever llruck, where they were*fixed ; ar.d although it has frequently hap- 
pened that the rods themfclves have been melted, or broken to pieces, and the houfes 
fcorched or difcoloured along the fidcs of them, which mauilcHed that they had re- 
ceived the llrokc, but that the quantity of lightning w'as too great to he carried olF by 
the conductor, yet never has any misfortune happened ; fuch a direftion having been 
given to the lightning, as to prevent any danger or III confcquence. 'I'liefe circiun- 
fiances, one would imagine, lliould induce every perfon to get Over thofe prejudices 

hich many Itave entcrtiiined ; and to confider the neglect, rather than the ufc, of them 
as criminal, fince they feem to be means put into our hands by Providence, for our 
fafety and protection. 

'file foil of Virginia is in general good. There are barrens where the, lands produce 
nothing but pine-trees j but taking the whole tract together, it is. certainly fertile. 
The low groumls upon the rivers and creeks are exceedingly rich, being loaip inter- 
mingled with iiiml : and the higher you go up into the country, towards the mountains, 
the value ol the land increafis ; lor it grows more Itrong, and coufills of a deeper 
clay. 

Virginia, in it& natural Hate, produces great quantities of fruits and medicinal plants, 
with trees and flowers ol infinitely various kiiuis. I'obacco and Indian corn ai*e the 
original produce of the country j likevvife tlie pigeon-berry, and rattlc-fiiakc-root fo 


* On the of Dfccrnbef, 1759* upon a vifit to CuloucI W.iftiiniijron, at Mount-Vvrnoni 

upon ihc I'vcr PoioA mac, vvlifte tlic river is two milts bio-jil, I was ^^reatly ftn priltd m liud it cntirciy 
froz'.tt over inMic fpscc of one night, whtn ihc prcct-iiing day liad biT.i milil and titiiperatc. 

'I* I havt rcidttd this circum liiuicc upon (he authority of the livuiouvahk John IJiair, Prefident of the 
CouiiVii ol V wlivi mintioncd it as a wtil known fatSi ; but it appears fo imp.obable and unphilo- 

fophicaJ, that 1 do not pkdgc myfelf for the truth of iu 

efteemed 
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efteemed in all ulcerous and plcuritical complaints: grapes, ftrawberries, hiccory 
nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and feveral other fruits, grow wild and fpontaneoufly. 

Bcfides trees and flowers of an ordinary nature, the woods produce inyriles, cedars, 
cyprelTcs, fugar-trees, firs of different forts, and no lefs than feven or eight kinds of 
oak; they are likewife adorned and' beautified with red-flowering maples, faffafras- 
trees, dog-woods, acacias, red-buds, fcarlet-ilowering chefmils, I'ringe-trees, flowering 
poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow j.ifamittcs, chaunedaplmcs, pacoons, ataraufeo- 
lilies, May-apples, and innumerable other Ibrts ; fo that one may reafonably all'erl thJt ' 
no country ever appeared with greater elegance or beauty. 

Not to notice too the almoft numberlefs creaks and rivulets which every where 
abound, it is watered by four large rivers of fuch fife navigation, and fu«h noble and 
majcfiic appearance, as c.iunot be exceeded, perhaps, in the whole known world. 

* James river, which was formerly called Powhatan, from its having been the feat of* 
that emperor, is feven miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (abov'» 150 
miles) for veffels of large burden, and thence to the mountains for faiall craft and 
canoes. 

The falls arc in length about fix or feven miles ; they confiit of innumerable breaks 
of water, owing to the oblirucHon of the current by an infinite number of rocks, whicli 
sire I'cattered over the bed of the river ; and form a mod picturefque and beautiful 
cafeade. 


'I'lie honourable Colonel ByrJ has a fnipl! place: called Belvedere, upon a hill at fhc 
lower end of thefc falls, as romantic and elegant as any thing 1 have ever fe en. It is 
filuated very high, and commands a fine profpocf of the river, which is half a mile 
broad, forming cataracts in the manner above deforibed ; there are feveral little illands 
i’cattered carelefsly sibout, very rocky, and covered with trees ; and two or tliree vil- 
lages * in view at a linall dKbuice. Overall thefe voii Jifeover a prodigious extent of 
wildernefs, and the river winding majcllicully along through the midlt oi it. 

York river, for about forty miles, to a pl:;o? called Well Point, is confmed in otie 
channel about two miles broad : it flows in a very direiif courfe. making but. one angh-, 
and that an in'roiifiderable one, during th'O w.'iole way. At Weil Point it forks, and 
divides itfelf into two branchi’S ; the Ibuihward called P.uminky ; llte nonliward Mat- 
ta|5ony : each olThefe branches, including tivewindings and meanders of the river, is 
nc.vigable I’evenry or eighty miles, and a conliderable way of this fpace for large 
fliijts. 

'J'he Rappal;fannoc is navigable fo th(‘ falls, whiclt are a mile above Frcdcricfltiirg, 
and about i to from the bay. ’Veflels of large burden may come up to this place;, 
and fiiitill craft and canoes may be carried up much higher. 

The Potowmac is one of the iinefl; rivers in North America : it is f ten miles broad 


at the mouth, navigtible above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for men of war; and, 
allowing for a few carrying places, for catioec. above 200 farther, to the very Itranchcs 
of the Ohio. Coloiud Bouquet, a Swifs gentleman in the Royal Americans, came 
down* this autumn from Port Cumberland | to Slteni ndo with very little dilficulty j 


* AmonjTlt tJic rert, tl'v pn T.iit fi-iit uf (x - or»nx*iit. 

•I- l\jlownwc, acoordiiig lo Mf. si only l'."/rn aii<i a Istlt miK'S hroid at Its mootb. and 

pel baps his account may be founded upon bitOvr aiitliority tliaii luy o'vn. I liad no tv^iportnnily of 
alVtrtainiiig the faft, and tlic llatcinent wtiicli I bnve nviJe rolls tiilirciy upon the cre-dihility of thole 
Viivliii.in (rtniU'incn, who f.ivonrcd me with the inJ'onnalio i, and who, I am perfuaded, did not inieii- 
tion.sJly nnlka'lme; though it is poflible they nng.'it he miitakcii. 

y. 'Pht? diilaiu'.c from Fort Cinnbcrhiid to h-iiando is above lao miles ; from Shen-tudo to tlie great 
falls about 6 j i and from ihe gteat ialls to Alcxant'iia about 17 or lii. 

whence 
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v'hence to the ^eat falls, I have been told, a navigation might eafily be efte£ked : fo 
that this river fecms to promife to be of as great confequence as any in North 
America. 

In all thefe rivers the tiSe flows as far as the falls, and at Alexandria it rifes between 
two and three feet. They difeharge thenifelves into Chefapeak Bay, one of the finell 
in the world, which runs a great way up the country into Maryland ; is from ten to 
twenty miles broad j navigable near a hundred leagues for veflcls of almofl any burden j 
• and receives into its boi'oin at Icaft twenty great rivers. 

Thefe waters are ftored with incredible quantities of fifli, fuch as Iheeps-heads, rock- 
fifh, drums, white pearch, herrings,, oyftcrs, crabs, and feveral other forts. Sturgeon 
and fliad archill fuch prodigious numbers, that one day, within the fpace of two miles 
only, fome gentlemen in canoes, caught above 600 of the former with hooks, which 
. they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a ventunt when they percciveti them to 
rub againff a fiflt ; and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught at one Angle haul 
of the feine. 

In the mountains there arc very rich veins of ore ; foimt mines having been already 
opened which turn to great account ; particularly Spotfwood’s iron mines upon the 
Rappahannoc, out of which they fmelt annually above fix hundred ton : and one of 
copper upon the Roanoke, belonging to C'oloncl Chifwell. This laft tnentioned gen- 
tleman is alfo goiiig to try for I(;ad upon fome hunting grounds belonging to the 
Indians, towards New River, and the Grpen Briar ; where, it is faid, there is fine 
ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Somtt coal mines have alfo been opened 
upon James river near the falls, which are likely to anfwor very well. 

Tlie lorefls abound with plenty of game of various kinds ; hares, turkies, pheafants, 
woodcocks, and partridges, are in the greartefl abundance. In the marflies arc found 
forufes, a particular fpecies of bird, more cxquilitely delicious than the ortolan ; 
fnipcs alfo, and ducks of various kinds. The American fltdl-drakc and blue-wing 
exceed all of the duck kind whatfoever ; and thefe arc in prodigious numbers. In the 
woods there arc variety of birds remarkable both for fmging and for beauty j of 
which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or nightingale, the blue-bird, the yellow- 
bird, the humming-bird the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, the turtle, and 
feveral other forts. 

Infects and reptiles are alitioft innumerable. The variety of butterflies is not greater 
than is: that of the rich and vivid colours with which each particular fpecies is diflin- 
guiflied and beautified ; and fuch is the number and appearance of the firp-flics, that on 
a fummer’s evening the whole air fecms to glow and to be enlightened by them. Se- 
veral fnakes of this country arj: harmlefs and beautiful ; fuch as the black fnake, the 
wampuin-fnakc, the bcad-fnakc, the garter-fnakc, and fome others ; but the rattle- 
fnake and vipens arc exceedingly venomous and deadly. There are two curious fpccies 
of frogs here : one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large, and makes fo 
loud a noife, that* it may be heard at a great diftance ; the other is a fmall green frog, 
which fits upon the boughs of trees, and is found in almoft every garden. • 

• 'Fhc ]iiimminir-bird is the fmallcll and moft beautiful of all the feathered ra^e ; its colours arc green, 

crimfon, and gold ; it lives chiefly by liidtioii upon the fweets and efl’ences of flowers ; and nothing can 
be more ciirioii.s tluin to obferveViuaibcrs of them in gardens, where there arc honey fuckles or trumpet- 
jiowerp, fly I rig** from flower to flower, putting their (lender bills into every one, and fucking out the 
fweetcfl juicc.^. The motion of their wings is incredibly fwift, and produces a humming noife, not unlike 
that oV a large liiinibk bee. They are frequently kept in cages, but feldom live longer than two months. 
I'hc food which i.s given them, is either honey or fiigar, mixed with water. Repeated attenip'is have 
been made tu fend them alive to England, but always wiiliout fuccefs. 

5 
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Of quadrupeds there are are various kinds ; fquirrels of four or five different fpecies *; 
cpoffums, racoons, foxes, beavers, and deer; and in the dcfcrts knd uninhabited 
parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe deer, buffaloes, mountain cats, and 
various other forts. Such are in general the natural produftlons of this country. 

Viewed and confidered as a fettlement, Virginia is far from being arrived at that 
perfedion of which it is capable. Not a tenth of the land is yet cultivated : and that 
w'hich is cultivated, is far from being fo in the moft advantageous manner. It pro- 
duces, however, confiderablc quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds. • 
The Virginian pork is faid to be fuperior in flavour to any in the world ; but the fheep 
and horned cattle being finall and lean, the meat of them is inferior to that of Great 
Britain, or indeed, of molt parts of Europe. I’he horfes arc fleet and boautiful ; and 
the gentlemen of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing, havt; fpared no 
cxpence or trouble to improve the breed of them by importing great numbers from. 
England. 

'I’he fruits introduced here from Europe fucceed extremely well ; particularly 
peaches, which have a very fine flavour, and grow in fuetj plenty as to ferve to feed 
the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their bloffonis in the fpring make a beautiful 
appearance ihrougiiout the country. 

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and feventy-feven pariflies, and by aft of 
alTembly there ought to be forty-four towns | ; but one half of thefc have not more 
than five hotifes ; aiul the other half are little belter than inconfiderable villages. 'Fhis 
is owing 10 the cheapnel's of land, and the commndioutliefs of navigation ; for every 
perfon may with oal'o procure a fmall plantation, can fhip his tobacco at his own door, 
and live independent. When the colony fhall come to be more thickly fcated, and 
land grow dear, people will be obliged to follow trades and manufacfurcs, which will 
neceflarily make towns and large cities ; but this feeins remote, and not likely to happen 
lor fome centuries. 

The inhabitants are fiippc'fed to be in number between two and three hundred 
thoufund. I'bere are a hundred and five thoufand tythcables, under which denomina- 
tion arc included ail white males from fixteen to fixty ; and all negroes whatfoever 
within the lame age. The former are obliged to ferve in the militia, and amount 
to forty thoufand. 

The trade of this colony is large and extenfivc. Tobacco is the principal article of 
it. Of this they export annually between fifty and fixty thoufand hogllieads, each 
hogfliead weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight : fome years they export much 
more J. 'I'hey Ikip alfo for the Madciras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, feveral 
articU-s, fach as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder : to Great Britain, bar-iron, indigo*, 
and a fmall quantity of ginfeng, though of an inferior quality ; and they clear out one 
year with another about ton of fliipping. 

♦ Of the feveral fpccies of fquincls^ the |;ioum! and flying-fqiiirrels are much the fmallcfl and mod 
bccuit^ful. The fonntr arc of a dnlhy orange hue, llreakcd with black ; the lalicr grey gr afh>coloured, 
and elegantly formed. Thcfc have a fpreadhig or fan-tail, ano two membrane!* adhering to their fides ; 
which, when they ffiringor leap from a tree, they expand, and are thereby eiiahled to fly through a con- 
fiderable fpace. The burner are of a vei-y wild nature ; hut thife may be eafily, and are frequently 
tamed. — There is a fpecies of pole-cat in ihi.'? part of America, which Is commonly called a flcunk* Thi:; 
animal, when pifrfued, or aflniled by its enemy, ejeds Its urine ; which cniils fuch a fetid and infupportablc 
flench, as almoll to itifle and fuffocate wliatever is within the reach of it. • 

f Thcfc numbers have been fince greatly incrcafed. 

. X Ip the year 17581 is faid that fcvciiry thoufand hogfticads were exported. • 

Theu' 
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Their manufaftures arc very inconfidcrable. They make a kind of cotton-cloth, 
vith which they clothe themfelves in common, and call after the name of their country j 
and fome inconfidcrable quantities of linen, hofe, and other trifling articles ; but 
nothing to deferve'attention. 

The government is a royal one : the legiflature confifting of a governor appointed 
by the king ; a council of twelve perfons, under the fame nomination j and a houfe of 
burgeflbs, or reprcfentatives, of a hundred and eight or ten members, ele&ed by the 
people ; two for each county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the Col- 
lege of William and Mary, James-town, Norfolk-borough, and Williamlburg. Each 
branch has a negative. All laws, Jii order to be permanent, muft have the King’s 
approbation ;*nor may any be cnafted, which are repugnant to the laws of Great Britain. 

Ihc courts of judicature arc cither county, or general courts. The county courts 
are held monthly in each county, at a place affigncd for that purpofe, by the juflices 
thereof; four of them making a quorum. They are appointed by the governor, and 
take cognizance of all caufes at common law, or in chancery, within their refpeftive 
counties, except criminal ones, puniihable with lofs of life, or member. I'his power 
they are not permitted to cxcrcifc except over negroes, and flavcs, and then not without 
a fpccial conimiflion from the governor for each particular purpolc *. 'I'he general 
court is held twice a year at Williamlburg. It conlifts of the governor and council, 
any five of which make a court. .They hear and determine all caufes wliatfoever, 
ecclefiafiicaj or civil, and fit four*and-twcnty days ; the firfl; five of ihefc are for luring 
and determining luits in chancery, appeals from the decrees of the county or inferior 
courts in chancery ; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees. Tlte other days are for 
trj'ing fuits or profecuiions in behalf of the King ; and all other iiuutcrs depending in 
the faid court : appeals are allowed to the King in council, in cafes of 500'!. flerling 
value. The governor has- a power of pardoning criminals in all cafes, except of treafon 
or murder ; and then he can only reprieve till he knows the King’s plcafure. 

1 he eftahliihed religion is that of the church of England ; and there are very few 
Diflenters of any denomination in this province. There arc at prefent between lixty 
and feventy clergymen : men in general of fober and exemplary lives. They have 
each a glebe of two or three hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a falarv cftablilhed 
If law of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance of 1,700 more for llirinkage. 
Ihis is delivered to them in hogfheads ready packed for exportation, at the moll 
convenient warehoufe. The prefentation of livings is in the hands of the veftry ; 
which is a ffanding body of twelve members, inverted with the foie ■ power of raifing 
kvies, fettling ^ the repairs of the church, and regulating other paroc)iial bufinefs. 

1 hey were originally elefted .by the people of the feveral parilhes ; but now ^11 up 

* How ncceflary I't may be that they flioiild have fuch a power, even in this cafe, I will not pretend 
to fay ; but ttie law which iransiers it to them feems fo inconfiitent with the natural rights of mankindi 
that I cannot but in pijy to humanity recite it. 

tt Every flavc committing any offence, by law punifliable by death, or lofs of member, (hall be com- 
mitted to the county gaol, and the flicriff of the county (hall forthwith certify fuch commitment, awith 
thccaufe thereof to the governor, or commander in chief, who may ifiiic acomniiffion of oyer and terminer 
to fwch penons as he fliall think fit,^ which ];crfons, forthwith after the receipt of fuch commiflion, fhall 
caufc the offender to be publicly arraigned and tried at the court-houfe of the faid county^ and take for 
evidence the confeffion of the offeader, the oath of one or more credible witnefles, or fuch teftimony of 
negroes, mulatiijcs, or Indians, bond or free, with pregnant circumllanccB as to them fliall feem convincing, 
Without the Jolemnity of a jury ^ and the offender being found guilty, ffiall pafs fuch judgment upon him or 

crimes, and on fuch judgment award execution.” 

Mercer s Abridgment of the Virginian Laws, p. 3 42. ' . ] • 

\ vacancies 
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vacancies themfelves. If the veftry does not prefent to* living in Icfs than twelve months, 
it lapfes to the governor. The diocefan is the bifhop of London ; vvIk) has a power of 
appointing a commiffary to prefide over, and convene the clergy on particular occa- 
fions ; and to cenfure, or even fufpend them, in cafes of nt^leci or iunnoraliiy. His 
falary is tool, fterling per annum ; and he is generally of the council, which is of 
eqfual emolument to him *. 

An unhappy difagreemeiit has lately arifen bctw'een the clergy and the laity, which, 
it is to be feared, may be of ferious confequcncc. The caufe of it was this, 'rolmaw) 
being extremely fcarcc from a general failure of the crop, the Rlfembly pafled an aft 
to oblige the clergy and all public officers to receive their ftipeiuis in money inliead of 
tobacco. This the clergy remonftrated againfl, alledging the hardfltip of ijt;ing obliged 
to take a finall price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant one ; I'eeitig they 
never had any kind of compenfalion allowed, wliea it was lo pkntifid as to be almolt^ 
a drug. They font over an agent to llagland, and the law was repealed. This greatly 
exafperated the people t and inch is their mutual auimofity at this lime, that 1 fear 
it w'ill not eafily fh'oiid.,', or be forgotten. 

With regard to the law in queltion, it was certainly a very hard one ; and I doubt 
whether, upon principles of free government, it, can be jullified ; or wliether the af- 
fcmbly can legally interpoffi any farther, than in cafes of ueceffity, to oblige the clergy 
to receive their ialarics in nibney inftead of tobacco, at the current price of tobacco. 
'J'liey' m-ay,! am perfuaded, in cafes of exigency, alw'ays make, and might then liave 
made, fuch a lav/, without any conliderable detriment to the colony ; for fuppofing 
the price of tobacco to be what it was at that time, about fifty ffiillings currency per 
hundred, what would the whole fum be, wei*e the clergy to be paid ad valorem ? Not 
eo.oool. fterling. '1 here are in Virginia, as 1 obferved before, about fixty-five clergy- 
men : each of lliefc ivS allowed 16,000 weight of tobacco ; which, at the rate of fifty 
ihillings currency per hundred, amounts to 400I. ; 400I. multiplied by 65, is equal to 
26,000; which,' allowing 40 per cent, difeount, the diflorence of exchange is about 
18,57 il. fferling. Now what is this fum to fucli a colony as Virginia? But to this it 
will be faid, perhaps, wiiy lliould tin; clergy be gainers in a time of public diftrefs, 
when every one elle is a fulterer ? I’hc clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why ffiould 
the clergy be the only lufferers in plentiful feafons, when all but themfelves are gain- 
ers ? However, as on the one hand I difapprove of the proccr-; dings of the afiembly in 
this afl'air ; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fteps v hieli were taken by the 
clergy : that violence of temper ; that difrcfpeSful behaviour towards the governor ; 



out in invedives again ll the legiflauire ; of accufing tlse governor of 41:11-10.5 given up 
the caufe of religion l<y paffing the bill ; when, in fad, had he rejeded it, he would 
never have been able to have got any fupplies during the coui-fo of the; war, though 
ever fo much wanted ; if, infload t/f charging the commiffary with want of zeal for 
having exhorted tliem to moderate inealures, they had followed the prudent counfels 

• The commifiary is commonly prcrident ofiiie college, and lias Uie Parifti of yvilliamibuipj, or 
other lucrative parifh, which render him about 350I. a year; fo that his annual income is betweei 500 
and CocA, 
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of that excellent man, and had a&ed with more temper and moderation, they might, 

1 am perfuaded) in a very (hort time, have obtuned any redi;;els they could reafonably 
have defired. The people in general were extremely well am^^^.myiiRrds the clergy, 
and had exprcfled their regard for them in feveral inftances ; the^;j^f)l?e fenlible, more- 
over, that their falaries w'ere too fcanty to fupport them with d)^(i^-y^.,aiid there had 
been fome talk about raifing them : had the clergy therefore, bc£^ applied to 
England, only offered a memorial to the aflembly, felting 'forili tliat they thought the 
extremely hard upon them, as their fabrics were fmall ; and that they hoped the 
aflembly would take their cafe into conllderation, and enable them to live with that 
decency which became their charadcr ; I am perfuaded, from the knowledge which 
I have of the people in general, #md from repeated converfations with feveral members 
of the aflenlbly, that they might have obtained ahnoft any thing they could have 
wiihed j if not, they undoubtedly would have had reafon to appeal. But, inffead of 
' this, without applying to the aflembly for relief, after the aft was pafi'cd, (For before, 
indeed, fome of them did apply to the fpeaker in private) they flew out into the moft 
violent invectives, immediately fent over an agent to England, and appealed to His Ma- 
jefty in council. The refult has been already related. 

The progrefs of arts and fciences in this colony has been very inconfiderable : the 
college of William and Mary is the only public place of education, and this has by no 
means anfwered the defign of its inftitution. It has a foundation for a prefident and. 
fijc profeflbrs. The buflnefs of the prefident is to fuperintend the whole, and to read 
four theological Icftures annually. He has a handfomc houfe to live in, and 200I. 
jfterling per annum. The profeflbr of the In^bn fchool has 60I. fterling, and a houfe 
alfo j his bufinefs is to inffruft the Indians in reading, writing, and the principles of 
the Chriftian religion : this pious inftitutioij was fet .on foot and promoted by the ex- 
cellent Mr. Boyle. The profeflbr of humanity has the care of inllrufting the ftu- 
dents in claflical learning : he has an uflier or afliflant under him. The four other 
profeflfors teach moral philofophy, metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Each of 
the profeflbrs has apartments in the college, and a fabry of about eighty pounds per 
annum *. The prefent chancellor of the college is the bifliop of London. 

From what has been faid of this colony, it will not be difllcult to fornr an idea of 
ipfthe charafter t of its inhabitants. The climate and external appearance of the country 
confpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-natured ; extremely fond of Ibyety, 
and much given to convivial pleafures. In confequcncc of this, they felJom fliow any 
fpirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves willingly to fatigue. Their authority over 
their fiaves renders them vain and imperious, and entire, ftrangers., to tiiat elegance of 
<- feRtiment, which is fo peculiarly charaftcriffic of refined and poliflied nations. Their 
ignorance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many errors and prejudices, 
elpccially in regard to Indians and negroes, w'hom they fcarcely confidcr as of the 

* They have fmoe been raifed, I believe, to itx>I. 

+ General charafters aie always liable to many exceptions. In Virginia, I have had the plejfurc to 
know feveral gentlemen adorned with many virtues and aceompliflnneiits, to whom the following defetip- 
tiun is by no means applicable. Amongft others, I cannot retitl the inclination of mentioning George 
Wyth Efquire, who, to a perfect knowledge of the Greek language, whicli was taught him by lit* 
.ntoiher in the back woods, and of the anoient, particulatl}' tiic Platonic philofophy, had joined fuch a 
profeund reverence for the Supreme Being, fneh refpedl for the divine laws, fuch philanthipphy for man- 
kind, fuch fthiplicity of manners, and fuch inflexiidc rectitude and integrity of principle, as would have 
disnified a Roman fenatur, even in the nioft virtuous tinics of the republic.— 'This gentleman is, I believe, 
Aill^Tiving. 
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human fpecies ; fo that it is almofl: impoffible, in cafes of violence, or even murder, 
committed upon thofe unhappy people by any of the planters, to have^the delinquents 
brought to juftice i for dther the grand jury refufe to find the bill, or the petit jury 
bring in their verdife hot guilty » 

The difplay of thus conftituted, will naturally be in afts of extravagance, 

oftentation,ahd > difregard of it is not extraordinary, therefore, that the 

Virginians out-run their inchmes ; and that having involved themfelves in difficulties, 
they are frequently tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they know will \ 
be returned protefted, with ten per cent, intereft t- 

The public or political charafter of the Virginians correfponds with their private 
one : they are haughty and jealous of their libertibs, impatient of rcftraipt, and can 
fcarccly bear the thought of being controuled by any fuperior power. Many of them 
confider the colonies as independent ftates, not connected with Great Britain, otherwife 
than by having the fame common King, and being bound to her by natural affedion, * 
Inhere are but few of them that have a turn for bufinefs, and even thofe are by no 
means expert at it. I have known them, upon a very urgent occafion, vote the relief 
of a garriloii, without once confidering whether the thing was practicable, when it was 
molt evidently and Jemonilrably otherwife J. In matters of commerce they are igno- 

* There arc two laws (a iliis colftny, which make it almoll impofiihle to convitfl a planter or white 
m of ilu* death of a iic^^roc or Indiiin. By the firfl it is eiradlcd, that if any (lave /hall die by rcafoa 
of any llrokc or blow, given in correction by liis or her owner, or by reafoii of any accidental blow what- 
foever, given by fnch owner ; no pcrfoii concerned in fuch corredlion, or accidental homicide, /hall undergo 
any profiicntion or puni/hment for the fame ; iiniefs* upon examination before the county court, it /ball 
be proved by the oath of . ‘ ' ‘ ^ " - 

Itcioully, and defigiiedly 
gnilly only of manflungh 
Mercer’s Abridgment, p 
any court, or before airy 
except upon the trial of t 
f By an adt of alfcmb 

fuch bill is prot tiled for nmi-acccpt.incc or iion-paymeul, it carries iiucic 
rate of lo percent, per annum, until the money be fully iatisfied and paid. 

Avery curious anecdote relative lo this law was raeiuioncd lo me at Williamfburg, of which 1 am 
perfnaded the reader will cxcufe the relation,— An ufurcr, not fatisiied with 5L per cent, legal intereft, r^- 
fufed to advance a fum of money to a gcuilcman, unlefs, by way of fccurity, he would give him a bill of 
txcfeangc that fliould be returned ptotclUcl, by which he would be entitled to 10 per cent. The gentle- 
man, wlio had immediate occafion fc? money, drew a bill upon a capital merchant in London, with whom he 
had never had any traiifadtion, or carried on the Jeaft correfpondcnce. The merchant, on the receipt of the 
bill, obftrving the nai\K* of tlie drawer, very readily honoured it, knowing the gentleman to be a perfun of 
gieat properly, and concluding that he nuant to cuter into corrcfpondencc with him. The ufurer upoi^ 
this beiSmc entitkd to only 5I. per cent. He was exceedingly enra^d, therefore, at being, as he fuppofed, 
thus tricked : and complained very heavily lo the gentleman of his having given him a good bill inllead of 
a bad one. ^ * 

i 'fhe garrli'ijn hire allude . 1 to, vv.v;tiiat of Fort I.oudunn, in the Cherokee country, confining of a licu- 
tf-nant, and about lil'.y men. This unlurtunate parly being bdieged by the Cherokee Indians, and reduced to 
the lull extremity , fent off lunners to the governors of Virginia and Carolina, implorihg immediate fuccour ; 
addiuk, that it was impoflible for them lo hold out above twenty days longer. The a/Tembly of Virginia, 
commiferating their unhappy iitaation, very readily voted a conliderablc fum for their relief. With this, 
troops were to be levied; were to rendezvous upon the frontiers 200 miles diftant from William/burg ; 
were afterward to proceed to the fort zoo miles farther through a wildernefs, where there was no road, 
no magazines, np pofts, either to flitltcr the fick, or cover a retreat in of any difafter ; fo that the 
unfortunate garrifon might as effcdlually have been fuccoured from the moon.^ The authoj* taking notice 
of thefe difficulties to one of the members, he frankly replied, Faith, it is true ; but wc have had an 
opportunity at haft of fliowiiig our loyalty.*' In a few days softer arrived the melancholy news, tl^t this 
unfortanate party was entirely cut off. 
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rant of the nccelTary principles that mull prevail between a colony 0nd the mother 
country ; they think it a hardlbip not to have an unlimited ti|^ to ey^ry part of the 
world. They conlider the duties upon thdr llaple as injuribt^,|i|i|^!^ themfelves ; 
and it is utterly itnpolTible <co perfuade them that they afied the^ilii^il ^TO ^ alfo. How* 
ever, todothemjullice, thelainefpirit ofgenerofity prevails here!^i|TO p^ p(fci<in' their 
private charader; they never refufc any necelTary fupplies for the govern* 

ment when called upon, and are a generous and loyal peoplfi. v 

, „The women are, generally fpcaking, handfome, though not to be Gompi^i|||^h our 
fair country-women in England. They have but few advantages, and cdmd^uently 
arc feldom acconipliflied ; this makes them referved, and unequal to any interefting 
or refined cgnvcrl'ation. • They are ‘immoderately fond 6f dancing, and indeed it is 
almofl the only amufement they purlake of : but even in this they elifcovcr want of 
tafie and elegance, and feldom appear with that graccfulnefs and eafe, which thefe 
’movements are calculated to difjjlay. 'Eowards the clofe of an evening, when the 
cempafiy are pretty well tired with country dances, it is ufual to dance jiggs ; a prac- 
tice, originally borrow id, I am informed, from the negroes*. Thelc dances are 
without method or regularity : a gentleman and lady Hand up, and dance about the 
room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing, then perhaps meeting, in an irregular 
fantallicai ntamier. After fome time, another lady gets up, and then the firft lady 
muft fit down, fhc being, as they term it, cut out : the feoond lady ads the fame part 
which the firfl did, till Ibincbody cuts her out.' The gentlemen perform in the fame 
manner. 'Ehe Virginian ladies, excepting thiTe amufements, and now' and then going 
upon a parly of pleiifurc into the woods to partake of a Barbacuc f, chiefly Ipcnd their 
time in fewing and taking care of their families : they feldom read, or endeavour to 
improve their minds ; however, they are in, general good houfewives ; anil though 
they have not, I think, quite fo much ttndcrncfs and fenlibility as the Englifh ladies, 
yet they make as good wives, and as good mothers, as any in the world. 

It is hard to determine, whether this colony can be called flounfhing, or not : 
bccaufe, though it produces .great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to be 
very few improvements carrying on in it. Great part of Virginia is a wildemefs, and 
as many of the gentlemen are in pofleffion of immenfe trads of land, it is likely to 
dCitinuc fo. A fpirit of enterprize is by no means the turn of the colony, and there- 
fore few attempts have been made to force a trade ; which 1 think might eafii]||||^ 
done, both to the Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have every thing neceffary mr 
fuch an undertaking, viz. lumber, provifions, grain, and every other comtpodity, which 
the other colonies, that fiibfift and grow rich by thefe means, makcuf'eof for exports j 
but, inflead of this, they have fmly a trifling communication with the Wefl Indies ; 
and as to the Ohio, they have fuffered themfelves, notwithflanding the fuperior advan- 
lages they might'enjoy from having a w'ater carriage almofl to the Yoghiogheny, to 

The author has fiacc had an oppcrtiinity of obferving fomething flmUar in Italy. The trefcone of 
the Tufeans is very like the jiggs iif ihe Virginians. < 

f Motif, dc Wilid, in his Ereueh tranllatioii of thefe navels, makes the following okfervation upon the 
vvuid Carbacue. 

Cet nmufemetit barbare confide a fouetter les pores jufqu’ a la mort, pour en rendre la chair plus 
delicate. Ju ne fache pas que les caiinibalks mSme le pratiquerit.” 

In jiir>ice to the inhabitants of Virginia, I mud beg leave to obferve, that fuch a cruel and inhuman 

was never, to my knowledge at lead, praelifed in that country. A Barbacuc is nothing more than a 
pofktitj killed in the ufual way, duffed with fpices and other rich ingredients, and bafied with Madefra 
wine. It is edeemed a very great delicacy ; and is, J believe, a cullly difh.. 
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■negleft this valuable Jjranch of commerce; while the induftrious PenfylvahiaBS feize 
every opportoafty^' '^itl ftru^gle with innumerable difficulties, to fecui'e it to themfelves. 
The Vir^ia^'^l^ent if they can but live but from day to day; they confine 
themfelves ai^Kj^lircly to the cultivation of tobacco ; afld if they have but enough 
of thislfe'pja^^'fd^^erchants in London, and to provide for their picafurcs, they are 
fatisfiedivatti^lt^e nothing more. Some few, indeed, have been railscr more entor- 
prifinfc'.^^'My# endeavoured to improve their eftates by railing indigo, and other 

it has been owing to the climate, to lin ir inexperience in* 
thefe rhatibrs, or their want of perJ'evcrance, I am unable to delcrminc, but tlreir fiic- 
cefs has not anfwered their expedations. 

The taxes of this colony are conlidcrable, and’ the public' debt amousts to at leaft 
400,000!. currency ; this they have been driven into by the war, having fcldoni had 
lefs than a thoufand or fifteen hundred provincial troops in pay, exclufivc of the ex- 
pences of fome forts. I’hc ways and means employed for railing the money hy/e been 
generally the fame ; they have lirlL made an erniffion of fo much paper currency as 
the exigency required, and then laid a tax for finking it. This tax has been commonly 
upon lauas and negroes, two {hillings for every titheable ; and a {hilling or eighteen- 
pence upon every hundred acres of land. This mode of taxation has occafionod fome 
divilions in the houfe, for the owners of large trads being unable, perhaps, fo cultivate 
a tenth part of their pollcllfons, and every man’s real income an'/ing from the number 
of Iris negroes, have thought it very harjd to pay a tax for what tliey pretend is of no 
value to them ; but much better arguments may undoubtedly bo urged in fupport of 
the tax than againrt it. • 

The taxes lor the prefent debt are laid till the year fixty-nine, when the whole, 
if they add nothing more to it^ will be* difeharged. The ufo of paper currency in 
tins colony has entirely banillied from it gold and filver. Indeed the introdudion of it 
was certain in time to produce this effed ; but left it {honk! not, the Virginians fell 
into a mcafare, which completed it at once: for by an ad ofaflembly fhey fixed the 
exchange between currency and Her ling debts at five and tweniy per cent, not con- 
fidering that the real value of their currency could dnly be regulated by itfelf. The 
conl'equence was, that when from frequent emiffions, the diilercnce of exchange 
between bills upon merchants in London and currency, was 40 per cent, the difference 
ll^iprcen currency and fpccie * was only five and twenty. So that the monied men 
coneded all the fpccie they could, feut it to Philadelphia, where it paffed for its real 
value, purcljafcd bills of exchange with it there, and fold them again in Virginia with 
fifteen per cent, profit : and this they continued to do till there was not a pillolc or a 
dollar remaining. , 

During my Itay in Virginia, I made feveral excurfions into different parts of the 
country : one in particular to the great Falls of Polowmac ; of which, as ! expccied to 
be highly enfcrtaincd, I kept a journal. 

I departed from Williamlburg, Od. i. 1759, in company with another gentle- 
nua t ; and we travelled that day about forty miles, ‘o a plantation j; in King William 


* F.xin^r the difiercncc between currency and llcrling debts, was. In reality, fixing it between cur- 
rcncy anti fpccie. 

•f* Col. Borixircl Moure. 

j Belonging to Col. Symes, Tliiis gentkman^s lady, a very' beautiful woman, was ftiid to have jull 
attained her 2 ill year. She wa.s at that time the mother of It ven children, all living. The women in 
^general, in this country, arrive at maturity very early. Some are marriageable at eleven, many at fliirteeii, 
*aiid the geuciality at fourteen or fifteen years of rge. 


county y 



7i8 Burnaby’s travels in north America. 

I .. ' 

county i beautifully fituated upon a high hill, on the north I^amunky river, 

A little below this 'place Hands the Famunky Indian town ; are the 

few remains of that large tribe j the reft having dwindle aWai^'ISi^^^Si' Ptn'p i.rghrp 
and difeafe. They live in little wigwams or cabins upon the fiv^^^^^rawi^t^.yery 
fine trad of land of about aooo acres, which they are reftrained bv 

aft of aflembly. Their employment is chiefly hunting or fifhing, for -pf ' ‘ 
gentry. They commonly drefs like the Virginians, and I have fotn^i^ jBira 
them for the lower fort of that people. The night I Ipent here; ■ 
into an adjoining marlh to catch Sorufcs j and one of them, as I was inforrti^ld In the 
morning, caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of taking thefe birds is remark- 
able. The Sorus is not khown to be in Virginia, except for about' fix weeks from 
the latter end of September ; at that time they are foimd in the marlhes in prodigious 
numbers, feeding upon the wild oats. At firft they are exceedingly lean, but^in a 
fliort timp grow fo fat, as to be unable to fly : in this ftate they lie upon the reeds, 
and the Indians go out in canoes and knock them on the head \vith their paddles. 
They are rather bigger than a'lark, and arc delicious eating. During the time of their 
continuing in feafon, you meet witlx them at the tables of moft of the planters, break- 
faft, dinner, and fupper *. 

Oft. 2. We went to another plantation about twenty-four miles diftant, belonging 
to a private gentleman tj upon Mattapony river. We fluid there all that and the next 
day on account of rain. 

Oft. 4. We travelled twenty’-five miles to another gentleman’s J houfe ; aitd from 
thence, the day follov?ing, about twenty-five miles farther, to a town called 
Frederiefburg. 

Frederiefburg is fituated about a mile below the Falls of Rappahannoc : it' is reen- 
larly laid out, as mpft of the towns in Virginia are, in parallel ftreets. Part of it is 
built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful profpeft j the reft upon the edge 
of the water for the convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about thirt^)- 
two years ago, for the fake of carrying on a trade with the back-fettlers ; and is at prefent 
by far the moft flourifhing one in thefe parts. 

We left Frederiefburg the 6th inftant, and went to fee the Falls. At this place is a 
fmall mercantile town called Falmouth, whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival 
Fredeiicfburghers in their trade. It is built upon the north fide of the river, and con 
of eighteen or twenty houf'es. 

The Falls of Rappahannoc arc fimilar to thofe of James river, except t^iat they are 
not upon fo large a fcalc. The whole range fcarcely exceeds half ‘a mile, and the 
breadth not a hundred yards. /At the time of our going to fee them, there was a 
frefh in the river, which added very much to their beauty. The centre of view was 
an ifland of about aft hundred acres covered with trees ; this divided the river into 
two branches, in each of which, at regular dillanccs of fifteen or twenty yards, was a 
chain of fix or fevdh falls, one above another, the leafi; of them a foot perpendicular. 
The margin was beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the whole formed a 
plcafing romantic feene. 

* In ftveral parts of Virgihia aiiticnt cuRom of t-Rtlng meat at breakiaft ftill continues. At the 
top of the tablcj^whcK the lady of the houfe prcfidcs, there is conftantly tea and coffee ; but. the rcR of 
th^ t^c it garnifhed with roatted fowls, hain, venifon, game, and other dainties. Even at Williain/burg, 
it is 'fne cuftom to have a plate of cold hatn upon the table $ and there it fcarcely a Virginian lady who 
breakfaifts without it. <6 / . 

f hfajor Htnry Gaines. , 1 Col. Bailors. 
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At this place we met with a perfon who informed us of his having been a few days 
before, a fpe^toitii^ that extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafeinating power 
of the rattle lying coiled near a tree, looking diredflyata 

bird winch l^d fettled there. The bird was under great agitation, uttered the mofl: 
dole^tii^ hopped from fpray to fpray, and at length flew dircftly down to the fnake, 
whicii^t^ehexi its mouth and fwallowcd it. 

From hence we afceiided ' up the river, about fifteen ,milcs, to Spotfwood’s iron- 
mines j ani in our way had a fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue Bidgp* 
at the diftance of feventy miles. At this place I was much affeded by the following 
incident : — A gentleman in our company, which was now increafed, h^ a fmall negro 
boy with him, about fourteen years of age, that had lived with him in a remote part 
of the country fome time as a fervant ; an old woman who was working in the mines, 
and who proved to be the boy’s grandmother, accidentally call her eyes on him ; Ihe 
viewed him with great attention for fome time ; then fereamed out, faying that it was 
her child, and flOTg hcrfelf down upon the ground. She lay there fome fecdUds ; rofe 
up, looked on him again in an extafy of joy, and fell upon his neck and kiffed him. 
After this, fhe retired a few paces, examined him afrefli with fixed attention, and 
immediately feemed to lofe hcrfelf in thoughtful and profound melancholy. The boy 
all this while flood lilent and motionlcl's ; reclining his head on one fide, pale and 
affetfed beyond defeription : it would not have been in the power of painting to 
exhibit a finer picture of diflrefs. ^ , 

Wc returned from this place the next day to Freduriefburg ; and ferrymg over the 
Rappahannoc into the Northern Neck, travelled about fevcnieen miles to a gentleman’s 
houfo in Staflbrd county : in the morning we proceeded through Dumfries, and over 
Occoqiian river to Colchcfter, about t\^enty-one miles. 

f hefe arc two fmall towns lately built for the fake of the back trade ; the former * 
on the Ouantico, the other upon Occoquan river, both of which fall into the Potow- 
inac. About two iniies above Colehefter there is an iron furnace, a forge, two faw- 
mills, and a bolting-mill ; at our return wc had an opportunity of vifiting them : they 
have every convcnienct! of wood and water, that can be wifhed for. The ore wrought 
here is brought from Maryland ; not that there is any doubt of there being plenty 
enough in the adjacent hills ; but the inhabitants are difeouraged from trying for it by 

« e proprietor’s (viz. I.ord Fairfax) having referved to himfelf a third of all ore that 
ay be difeovered in the Northern Neckj . 

^ From 

• In the preceding editions of this book, Dumfries is niciitfcned as fiiuatcd upon Acquia Creek but 
this* is certainly erroneous, for all the maps defciibe it as iBuattd upon the Quantico. TIte error 
wtobably arofe from the author’s havitie; puffed the Acqiiia, the Quantico and the Occoquan, rivers 
i'n the day ; and his want of perfeit and colled lecr-Ueclion, when he wrote his journal in the 

cvcni%. happened to me in the courfc of this day’s travelling, which, though it made a con- 

fiderable imprefllon upon me at the time, J fliould not have thought of fufficient moment to be recorded, 
bad not the*^intelK&u:il powers of the African Negroes beet frequently, of late, made the fubjed of con- 
verfation, both by the friends and the oj'pofeis of the emancipation of that unhappy race. In uafiing 
cither Acquia, Quantico, or Occoquan rivers, 1 do not recoiled which, I was rowed by an old grey-headed 
Negro; who fee^d quite cxhaullcd and worn down by age and infirmity. I inquired into his fituation, 
and received.for anfwcr, that he had been a Have from his youth, anddrad continued to work for his mailer 
till age had rendered him unfit for fcrvicc ; that his matter had then kindly given hi* a fmall piece of 
ground, and the profits of the ferry, which were indeed very inconfiderablc, for his maintenance ; and that, 
with diefe means of fubfiftcnce he awaited the hour when it might pleafe God to call him to aaothcr life. 

I obferved 
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mac aove an4 below the town, is not more than a mile broad, but it here op «£ into a 
large circulaJf bay, of at leaft twice that diameter. 

The town K vbuilt upon an arc of this bay ; at one extremity of which is a wharf, 
at the other for building (hips; with water fufBciehtly deep to launch a veffel of 

any rate oi: m^hude. 

The next,,d^y we returned to Colonel Walhington’s, and in a few days afterward to 
Williamibiir^.' . * 

The lime of my rcfidence in this colony was ten months, and I received fo mahy 
inftances of friencllhip and good-nature, tliat not to acknowledge them would be an 
adt ol ingratitude. It would not be cafy to^ mention particular inftances, without 
being guilty of injuftice by omitting others : but, in gc'nertil, I can trifly affirm, that I 
took leave of this hofpitable poi'ple with rcgr<‘t, and fhall ever remember them with 
gratitude and affedlion. 

May c6, 1760. Having ‘procured three horfes, for myfelf, fervant, and. baggage, 

I dep.nrted from Williainibiirg, and travelled that night to Eltham*; twenty-five 
miles. 

May 37. 1 ferried over P.nr.unky river at Danfies, and went to Todds ordinary upon. 

Mattopony, or the northern branch of York river ; thirty -two miles.* 

May 28. I went to a platitation in Caroline county f ; twenty-feven miles. 

May 29. To Frederiefljurg ; twenty-five miles. 

As I was travelling this day, I obfer.ved a large black fnake, about fix feet’Iong, 
i ing crols the (tump of a free by the road fide. I tohehed it with my fwitch feveral 
times before it llirred ; at laft it dart^ with incredible fwiftnefs into the wood& On 
looking into the hole where it had fixed its head, I obferved a fmall bcad-fnake about 
two feel* long ; beautifully variegated with red, black, and orange colour, which the 
black fnake was watching to prey upon. 1 took and laid it, half fiupified, in, the fun 
to revive. After I had proceeded about a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that 
it would be a great curiofity if I could carry it to England, I therefore fent my fervant 
back with orders to fetch it ; but, at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to 
be found, and that the black fnake was in the fame pofition wherein I had firll .dif> 
covered it. 1 mention this as an inllance of the intrepid nature of the black fnake, 
which though not venomous, will attack and devour the rattlefnake; and, in fome 
cafes, it is aflerted, even dare to aflfault a roan. 

hlay 30. I left Frederiefburg, and having ferried over the Rappahannoc at the Falls, 
travelled thi^t night to Neville's ordinary, about thirty-four miles.- 
' May 31. I paflfed over the Pignut and Blue Riqges ; and, croi^ng the Shenan 4 o, 
arrivpd, after a long day’s journey of about fifty mil^ey Rt Winchefter J. 

The Pignut Ridge is a continuation of the fouth-weft mountains. It is now here very 
high ; and at the gap where I pafied, the afeent is fo extremely ea^y, owing to the 
winding of the road between the mountains, that I was fcarceW fenfible of it. . 

The trad of country lying between this ridge and the coaft, is’fuppofed, and with 
fome appearance of probability, to have been gab.:d from the ocean. The fituation 
is extremely low, and the ground every where broken into fmall hills, nearly of the 
fame elevation, with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the effe£f of forae fndden 

• The planlatJOfi of Colonel Baflett. 
t Belonging to Colond Bailor, mentioned above. 

"I Gftenway Court, the feat of the venerable Lord Fairfax, it fituated a few inQci on tbe left of the 
rdiid , ab’fiil half way between the Apalachian mountains and Wincheftcr. His Lordihtp being abf or« 1 
wa? previ-nted from paying my lefpeftj to him. 
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retiring cof the waters. The foil Is principally of fand, and there are few if any 
pebbles, within a hundred miles of the fliorc ; for which rcafon the Virginians n thefe 
parts never ftioe their horfCvS. Incredible quantities of what are called fcaliop>llielis, are 
ibund alfo near the furface of* the ground ; and many of the hills are entirely formed 
of them. Thel’c phenomena, with others lefs obvious to common obfervation, fecni 
to indicate, that the Atlantic, cither gradually or by fome fudden revolution in 
nature, has retired and loll a confidcrablc part of that dofninion which fornterly 
b'clongcd to it. 

The Blue Ridge is much higher than the Pignut: though even thefe mountains are 
not to be compared with the Alleghenny. To the fouthward, 1 was told, they are more 
lofty ; and but Kttle, if at al'l, inferior to them, 'Phe Pafs, at Afliby’s Gap, from the 
foot of the mountain on the callern fide to the Shenando, whicli runs at the foot on 
the weftem, is about four miles. The afeent is no where v( ry llecp though tlie 
mountains are, upon the whole, I think, higher than any I have ever lec n in England. 
When I got to the top, I was incxprellibly delighted with tije feene which opened 
• before me. Immediately under the mountain, which was covered willi chama-daphnes 
in full bloom, was a moll beautiful river : beyond this an extcnfive plain, divcrliliod 
with every pleafing objedl that nature can exhibit; and, at the dillance of fifty miles, 
another riJge of Hill more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North Ridge * , which 
inclofed and terminated the w hole. * 

The river Shenando rifes a great w'ay to the fouthward from under this Great 
North Ridge. It runs througn Augulla county, ami falls into the Potowmac fomc- 
where in Ercderic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only about a hundred 
yards wide; and indeed it is no where, 1 btdieve, very broad. It is cxceeduigly ro- 
mantic and beautiful, forming great variety of fidls, and is lb tninfparcnt, that you may 
fee the fmallell pebble at the depth of eight or ten leer. 'I here is plenty of trout and 
other filh in it ; hut it is not navigable, except for ralts. In fudden frelhes it riles above 
forty or fifty feet. The low grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and 
fertile ; they are chiefly fettled by Germans, wlio gain a comfortable livelihood by^ 
raifmg Hock for the troops, and fending butter down into the lower parts of the 
coiy|try. 1 could not but relleil wdtli pleafure on llie fuuation of tliefe people ; and 
think if there is fuch a thing as happinefs in this life, that they enjoy it. Far from the 
buHle of the world, they live in the moH delightful climate, and richefl foil imagin- 
able; they are every where furrounded with beautiful prolpefls and fy Ivan feenes; lofty 
mountains, tranfparent Hreams, falls of water, rich vallics, and majellic woods ; the 
wfjole inurfperfed w'ith an infinitt^varicty of flowering Hirubs, conflitn/c llie landfcape 
furrounding them : they arc fuj/^cl to few dileales ; are generally robuH ; and live in 
pcrfefl liberty : they are igm)ranr of want, and acquainted with but few vices. Thc^tr 
inexperience of the elegancies of life precludes any regret that they polTefs not the 
means of enjoying them ; but they pofl'efs what many princes would give half their 
dominions for, healt'h, content, and tranquillity of mind. 

'Winchefler is a fmall town (H about two hundred houfes. It is the place of gcnqral 
rendc/.vG us of the Virginian troops, which is the reafon of its late rapid increale, anti 
preient flourifliing condition. 'I’he country about it, before the ^cduftion of Fort du 
Quel'ne, wns greatly expoftd. to the ravages of the Indians, w’ho daily committed molt 
borritl cruchiet : even the town would have been in danger, had not Colonel Walhington, 
in order to cover and prote£l it, cretted a fort upon an eminence at one end of itj wJiicli 

• AU tUefc ridges conlift of iingle mountains joined togetlier, and ran parallel to each other. 
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proved of the utmoft utility ; for although the Indians were frequently in fight of ihe 
town, they never dared to approach within reach of the fort. Ifis a regular fquare 
fortification, with four baftions, mounting twenty-four cannon; the length of each 
curtain, if I am not miftaken, is about eighty yards. Witliin, there are barracks for 
450 men. The materials of which it is conllrufted, are logs filled up with earth : the 
foldiers attempted to furround it with a dry ditch ; but the rock was fo extremely hard 
and impenetrable that they were obliged to dcfift. It is flill unfinifhed ; and, 1 fear, 
goiiig to ruin ; for the alfcmbly, who fcldom look a great way before them, after haviilg 
ipent about 9000I. currency upon it, cannot be prevailed upon to give another thoufand 
towards finifhing it, becaufe we are in polTeffion of Pitlburg ; and, as they luppofe, quite 
fecure on this account ; yet it is certain, that, in cafe of aiiclher Indian war on this fide, 
wliich is by no means improbable, conlldering our general treannent of that people, it 
would be of 4>e utnmfl; aiivantagc and fccurity. 

'I'here is a peculiarity in the water at Winche/lcr, owing, I was, told, to fhe foil’s 
being of a limy quality, which is frequently produtUve of feverc gripings, efpecially in 
Grangers ; but it is generally fuppofed, on the other hand, to be fpecific againfl fome 
other difeafes *. 

During my flay at this place, I was almoft induced to make a tour for a fortnight to 
the foutluvard, in Augufta county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities ; which,, 
the officers allured me, were extremely well worth vifiting : but as tlic Cherokees had 
been fcalping in thofe parts only a few days before ; and as I feared, at the ‘fame 
time, that it would detain me too long, and that I Ihould lofc my palTage to £ng> 
land, 1 judged it prudent to decline it. 

The curiofities they mentioned to me were chiefly thefe : 

1. Aljout forty miles wcltwa^'d of Augufta court-houfe, a beautiful cafeade, burfling 
out of the fide of a rock, and, after running fome dillauce through a meadow, rulhing 
down a precipice 150 feet perpendicular. 

2. To the fouthward of this about twenty miles, two curious hot fprings, one tafling 
like alum, the other like the wafliings of a gun. 

3. A moll extraordinary cave. 

4. A medicinal fpring, fpecific in venereal cafes. A foldier in the Virginian 
regiment, whofe cafe was thought defperate, by drinking and bathing in thefe waters, 
was, after a few days, entirely cured. This faft was afferted very ftrongly by fome 
officers, who had been polled there : but Colonel Waftiington, of whom I inquired 
more particularly concerning it, informed me that he had never heard of it ; that 
he was not ^ndqed at the place where it is faid to have happened, but that having 
had ihn: command of the regiment at that time, he (hould probably have been 
informed of it. What credit therefore is to be given to it the reader mull judge 
for himfclf. 

5. Sixty miles fouthward of Augufla court-houfe, a natural arch, or bridge, joining 
two high mountains, with a confiderable river running underneath. * 

A river called Lofl river, from its finking mder a mountain, and never ap- 
pearing again. 

7. A fpring of a fulphurcous nature, an infallible cure for particular cutaneous 

diforders. , 

8. Sixteen miles north-call of Winchefter, a natural cave or well, into which, at 
times, a perfon may go down to the depth of too or 150 yards; and at other times, 

, ** FrofclTor Haller, in his notes to the (reiman <ranfliition of this book, fuppofes that the water at 
Wiiicficftcr niuy be impregnated with vitriolic magncfia, fal amarum. ' 
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the water rifos up to the top, and overflows plentifully. This is called the ebbing and 
flowing well, and is fiiuated in a plain flat country, not contiguous to any mountain 

or running water. _ • • i t 

9. A few miles from hence, fix or levcn curious caves communicating with each 

A day or two before I left Winchcflor, I difcovered that 1 had been robbed by ray 
fervant : he confeffed the faa, and pleaded fo little in juflificafion of himfedf, that 1 was 
obliccd to difmifs him. This diftrelled me very much, for it was impoffible to hire a 
fervant in thefe parts, or even any one to go over the mountain;, with me into the lower 
fettlemenis. However, by the politenefs of the commander of the place, the honour- 
able Colonel IJyard, and of another gentleman* of my acquaintance, I got over thefe 
difficulties ; for the former, while 1 continued at Wincheller. accommodated me with 
his own apartments in the fort, ordering his fervants to attend and wait t|pon me ; and 
the latter lent a negro boy with me as far as Coloii..d Wafliingion’s, eighty miles dillant 
from this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, I was enabled to leave Winchefler, 
and I travelled that night about eighteen miles, to Sniker’si ferry upon the 

^^Thenext morning I repafled the Blue Ridge at Williams’s Gap, and proceeded on my 
iourney about forty miles. I this day fell into convorfatioii with a planter, who over- 
*took me on the road, concerning the rattlefnakc, of wliiclv there arc infinite numbers 
in thefe parts; and he told me, that one dayjroing to a mill at fome dillance, he pro- 
voked one to fuch a degree as to make it flrlke a fmall vine which grew dull- by, and 

that the vine prefenily drooped and died +. t n • • 

My accommodations this evening were extremely bad ; 1 had been wet to the Ikin in 
the afternoon ; and at the miferable plantation- in which I had taken Ihelter I Could get 
no fire ; nothing to eat or drink but pure water ; and not even a blanket to cover me. 
j inyfelf down upon my mattrafs, but lulfered fo nixich from cedd, and was fo 

infelted with infeCls and vermin, that 1 could not clofe my eyes. 1 rofe early in^ the 
morning, therefore, am) proceeded upon my journey, being dillant from Colonel Wafli- 
ington’s'not raorp than thirty miles. It was late, however, before 1 arrived there, for 
it ai'icd extremely hard, and a man who undertook to Ihcw me the nearell way, led 
me among precipices and rocks, and wc were loft for above two hours. It was not 
indeed, without fome corapenfation ; for he brought me through as beautiful and 
piaurcfque a fccne as eye ever beheld. It was a delightful valley, about two miles in 
length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between high and craggy mountains, covered 
with chamcedaphnes § or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle of the valley 

• Colonel Ciiurchhill. ‘•f OillcdiuI-ryanJ Jeffcrfon’stiiap. Williamb’s Fcny. 

1 Several pi I foos to wliom I have mentioiiid ihi.', fact have famed lo doubt of the probability of it. 
But were it not true, a quiaion will naturally arife, how an idea of that nature fliouldontur to an ignorant 
nlanter, living remote from all cnltivatid fjciity : and, more partiiularly, how he fluiuUl bappar to fix upon 
that tree; which, fuppofing the thing podiblc, is the moll likdy to have been affe.Med m the mamitr 

t”Thc chamadaphiic is the moft. beautiful of all floweiiog (Itrubs : CaUfhy in bis Natural Hitlory 
of Carolina fpeaks of it in the follow i i,j maiuicr : “ Tin flo .vers grow in bunches on the tops of the 
branches, to footftalks of lliree inches long ; they arc white, ftaiiied with piirpllih led ; coi.filling of 
one leaf in form of a cup, dividc.l at the verge into five Raions. In the middle is a <lilus, and ten 
i^amina, which, when thefl.-wir tiiil opena, appear lying dole lo the {loes of the cup, at Cqual di.laucis ; 
their apices being lodged h. -.fn little hollow cells, which being p omi.ieiit on the outf.de, appear as f> many 
little tuberdrf -As dl plants have their peculiar i.-eautl-.s, it is dilficult to affign to any one an elegance 
(Lxediiog all others ; yet conriJjriiig the cuibus lliudl.irc of the (lower, and btaulifurappcamncc of this 
tvholm*l°*"t j ^ know of no ftuub that has a Letter claim to it.” Cate.R-y, Vol. II. p. 9S. 

, glided 
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glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, extremely lucid, and breaking into innumerable 
cafeades ; and in different parts of it flood fniall clumps of evergreens ; fuch as myrtles, 
cedars, pines, and various other forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itfelf could have 
difplayed greater beauty or a more delightful I'cene. • 

At Colonel Wafhington’s I difpofed of my horfes, and, having borrowed his curricle 
and fervant, I took leave of Mount Vernon the i ith of June. 

I croffedover the PcitovCmac into Maryland at Clifton’s Kerry, where the river is fome- 
thing more than a mile brt;;jd ; tjnd proceeded on my journey to Marlborough, eigfiteeii * 
miles. 1 here met with a flroiling company of players, under the direftion of one 
Douglas. I went to fee their theatre, which was a neat convenient tobacco-houfe, 
well fitted up for the purpofe. From hence in the afii-rnoon I proceeded to Queen 
Ann, nine miles; and in the evening nine miles farther, over the Patuxen to London- 
town Ferry ; Ulaid here all night, and early in the morning ferrying over South Rives, 
three quarters of a mile in breadth, I arrived at Annapolis, four miles diflauyt, about 
nine in tlie morning. 

Annapoli.s is the capital of Maryland ; it is a fmall neat town, confifling of about a 
hundred and fifty lioules, fuuated on a peninfula upon Severn river. The peninfula is 
formetl by the river, and two fmall creeks ; and although the river is not above a mile 
broad ; yet as it falls into Chefapoak bay a little below, there is from this town the 
fincil water- profpi ft imaginable. 'I'hc bay is twelve miles over, and beyond it you may 
difeernthe callein fhore ; fo that the fcei4‘ is diverfified with fields, woods, and water. 
The tide rifes here about two feet, and the water is iblt, though the diilance of the 
capes is more the.n 200 miles. 'J'hc town is not laid out regularly, but is tolerably well 
built, ai'd has feveral good brick houfes. None of the flrects are paved, and the few 
public b'llldings here are not v/erth mentioning. The church is a very poor one, the 
ilad'.-houfc but imliftlrcnt, and the governor’s palace is not finifhed. This lafl men- 
tioned building was begun a few years ago ; it is lituated very finely upon an eminence, 
and commatuls a beautiful view of the town and environs. It has four largo rooms on 
the low*, r flcnir, befides a magnificent faloon, a flair cafe, and a veflibule. On each fide 
of the ciiirar. jc arc four windows, and nine upon the firft (lory ; the offices are under 
ground. It was to have had a fine portico the whole range of the building ; but uri- 
luckilv ihc govert.or and affembly difagreeing about ways and means, the execution of 
the defign was fufpended ; and only the fhcll of the houfe ha.s been finifhed, which is 
now going to ruin. The houfe which the prcfenl governor inhabits, is hired by the 
province at Spl. currency per annum. 

There is very little trade carried on from this place, and the chief of the inhabitants 
are {((jivkcepers or public officers. They build two or three fhips annually, but feldoni 
more. '1 here are no fortifications, except a mifcrable iSattery of fifteen fix-poundcrs. 

Maryland is fituated between the 38th and 40th degree of north latitude, and the 
73th and 80th of wefl longitude from London. It is bounded on flu; eafl by the 
Atlantic ocean, and the three lower counties of Delaware; on the fouth and wefl by 
Virj^nia; and by Penfylvania on the north. The cli nate, foil, and natmal produflions 
of it arc nearly the fa.T;c as thofo of Virginia. It is watered by many fine rivers, and 
almofl innumerable crocks ; but it is far from being well cultivated, and is capable of 
much iuiprovcmcnt. It is divided into fourteen counties„and between forty and fifty 
parilhes ; and there are feveral little towns in it which are neatly built. — Thi; inhabitants, 
cxclufivc of Haves, are fuppofed to be about ninety thou.'and: of which the militia, 
including all white males between fixtecn and fixty, amounts to eighteen. The’flavcs 
arc abotit thirty-two thoufand. — The ftaple of the country is tobacco ; and, com- 

• munibus 
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munibus annis they export near 30,000 hogftieads : laft year their exports amounted 
to 50,000.— -Thfcir manufadures are very trifling.— The government is a proprietary 
one ; and conllfls of the proprietor (viz. lord Baltimore) ; his governor ; the council, 
compofed of twelve perfofis nominated by himfclf ; and a houfe of reprefentatives, 
elefted by the people ; four for each county, and two for Annapolis. The power of 
the proprietor is next to regal ; of the other parts of the Icgiflaturc, much the lame as 
in Virginia. The lower houfe has been at variance fome'years with the council and 
'' gov'emor, concerning ways and means ; chiefly in regard to taxing the merchants book- 
debts : which has been the rcafon of their having done nothing for the defence; (d‘ the 
colonies during the w'ar. The houle has conflantly voted troops, but as conflantly laid 
the fame tax «for the inaiiTtcnancc of* them : the council therefore has always rejcdleil 
the bill } allcdging the inconvenience of fuch a tax, as it would neceflarily be a reltraint 
upon trade j and ruin many of the merchants credit. — ^'I'lie proprietor has a negative ** 
upon every bill, exclufive of his governor. 

There are feveral courts of judicature in this province ; but the principal are either 
thofe which are held quarterly in each county by the jufticcs thereof, like thole in 
Virginia j or the provincial ones, which arc held twice annually at Annapolis by judges 
appointed for that purpofe f. 'i'he court of chancery confifls of the governor and 
council ; and the dernier refort is to His Majcfty in council at home. 

The eflablifhod religion is that of the church of England : but tlutrc are as many 
Roman Catholics as Proteftants. The clergy are liberally provided for ; they have 
not, as in Virginia, a fixed ‘quantity of tobacco ; but fo much per head, viz. 30 lb. 
weight for every tythcable in their refpedfive pariflies : and fonie of them make more 
than 300I. fterling per annum. I'hey are prefented to their livings by the governor; 
and are under the jurifdidtion of the Bifliopi of Londen ; but being at a greUt diflance 
from England, and having no commiflary to fuperintend their aflairs, they lie under 
many difadvantages. Afleflinents are made, I was told, by the county-courts ; the 
veftry, which confifls of twelve members diftind from the churchwardens, have little 
or no authority 

In each county throughout this province, there is a public frcc-fchool, for reading, 
^ting, and accounts ; but no college or academy ; and the education of youth is but 
little attended to. 

The charatfer of the inhabitants is much the fame as that of the Virginians ; and the 
ftatc of the two colonies nearly alike. Tobacco, to fpeak in genc?ral, is the chief thing 
attended to in both. There have been fome attempts to make wine ; and it is certain, 
that the country is capable of producing almoft any fort of grapes. , Colonel Tafeo, a 
gentleman of diflindtion in thefe parts, attempted to make Burgundy, and fucccedcd 
tolerably well for the firfl: triaf. I drank fome of the wine at the table of Mr. Hamil- 
ton, the governor of Pennfylvam'a, and thought it not bad. But whether, as this 
gentleman is now deceafed, any other perfon will have fpirit to profecute his plan, I 
much doubt. The currency here is paper-money, and the difiercnce of exchange 
about fifty per cent. The duty upon negroes is only forty ftiillings currency pen head 
at their importation ; whereas in Virginia it is ten pounds. 

/ 

• This power U doubted, th()U>;h it has never ycl been conteiled. 

t bcf’idts theft courtSi thcie was formerly a geutrai court of affizc held throughout the province, either 
once or twice a year, but tliia has been laid aficlc. 

f ^he whole vclhy, ax in Virginia, confifts of twelve members ; but they go off by rotation two every 
year ; and there is annually a frcfli eleflion. They have the power of appointing iiifpeditors. See, ’ ^ 

June 
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June 1 3. I hired a fchooner of about ten ton, and embarked for the head of the 
bay, didant twenty-three leagues j we made fail witlj a frelh breeze, and after a pleafant 
pall'age of fixteen hours, in one of the mod delightful days imaginable, arrived at 
Frederick 'I'own upon SalTafras river, about twelve in the evcnjng. I never in my life 
fpeiit a day more agreeably, or with higher entertainment. The diores on each fide of 
the bay, and the many little iflands Interfpcrfed in it afibrd very beautiful profpedls ; 
we were cJitcrtained at the fame time by innumerable porpoifes playing about the bow 
of the fliip ; and naturally fc-11 into a train of the mod pieafing refledtions, on obfemng** 
the mouths of the many noble rivers as we palTed along. On the wedem Ihore, be- 
fides thofe great rivers of Virginia, which I have, already deferibed, there are ten or 
eleven others, largo and capacious, fonie of them navigable a confiderabfc way up into 
the country *. “ The I’atuxcn, which we have left behind us, faid the mader of the 

fchooner, as we were failing over this beautiful bay, is navigable near fifty miles for 
vellels of three hundn.d ton burthen. Yonder, lie added, are South, Severn, and 
Magotty rivens, navigable about tcai miles. A little farther is the Patapfico, a large 
and noble river ; where I have gone up fifteen miles. Back, Middle, Gunpowder, 
and liulh rivcr.s admit oidy floops and fchooners, and thefc only for fix or feven miles, 
'i’hc Siifquehaimali, though fo majefiic, and fuperior in appearance, has only a fhort, 
and that a bad navig.ition ; but itrifesan immenfe way od'in uuknowm and inhofpitable 
regions, is exceedingly larj^e and beautiful, and affords great variety of fifh. The 
next, or North river, is navigable about ten miles. Ou the eadern fhore, he con- 
cluded, are F.lk, Bahama, Saffafras, Chedcr, Wye, Miles, Great Choptank, Little 
C'.hnpfank, Nanticoto, Manokin, and Pocomoke rivers, all of them navigable, more 
or lofs, for feveral miles 1 .” — Such was our convcrfalion and entertainment during 
this delightful voyage. * • 

Frederic Town is a fniall village on the wedern fide of Saffafras river, built for the 
accomtnodatioii of drangors aud travellers ; on the eadern fide, exatlly oppofite to it, 
is another fmall village (George Towm), erected for the fame piirpofe. — Having hired 
an Italian chaifig with a fervant and horfe to attend me as far as Philadelphia, 1 left 
Frederic I own the next ilay- and went to Ncwcadle, thirty two miles. 

Newcadle is fituated upon Delaware river, about forty miles above the Bay, and a 
hundred from the C’.apes. It is the capital of the three lower counties, but a place of 
very little? conliderafion ; there are I'carecly more than a hundred houfes in it, and no 
public buildings that deferve , to be taken notice of. The church, prefbyterian and 
quakers meetiyg-houfes, court -houfc, aud market-houfe, arc almod equally bad, and 
uiuleferving of attention. 

The province, of which this is the capital, and which is didingullhed by the name of 
the Three Lower Counties of Newcadle, Suflex, and Kent, belonged formerly to the 
Dutch ; but was ratified to the crown of England by the treaty of Breda ; it was after- 
wards Ibid by the Duke of York to the proprietor of Penfylvania, and has continued a 
feparate government, though nearly under the fame regulations with that province, 
ever fincc. The fame governor prefides over both ; but the affembly, and courts of 
judicature are different : different as to their conllitucnt members, for in form they are 
nearly alike. The affembly confids of eighteen perfons, elefted annually by the 

• 

^ Dy fome error or overfight the names of fcveral rivers here mentioned, though particularly fpecified in 
tlic original niauiii'cript, were omitted in the fuitand fccond editions of this work. They are now inferted, 
and ihc acoouiu h correal. • 

*f ' ll‘? laid from ciglitccn to fifty miles. 
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people ; fix for each county : this, with the governor, forms the legiflaturo of the 
province. There is a militia, in which all perfons, from eighteen to fifty, arc 
obliged to be enrolled ; and the county of Newcafile alone furniflies more than foven 
hundred. ^ * 

The next day I fet out for Philadelphia, diflant about thirty-fix miles, and arrived 
there in the evening. The country all the way boro a liifferc nl afpott front any tiling 
1 had hitherto feen in America. It was much better cultivated, and beantifnlly laid 
' but ‘into fields of clover, gnain, and flax. I palled by a very pretty village calletl 
Wilmington, and rode through two others, viz. Chefter and Di i by. Th.' Delaware 
river is in fight great part of the way, and is three miles broad ; upon tlte whole 
nothing could be more plbafmg than the ride which I had this day. I ienied over tli." 
Schuilkill, about three miles below’ Phil.Kli’lphia ; from vvhence to the city the wliole 
country is covered with villas, gardens, and luxuriant orchards. 

Philadelphia, if we confider that nr.i cigljty year.s ago the place where it n .w Hand 
was a wild and uncultivated defort, inhabited by nothing bat ravenous beads, and a 
favage people, muft certainly be the objecl of every one’s wonder and admiratio!!. It 
is fituated upon a tongue of land, a few miles above the confluence of the Delaware 
Schuilkill; and contains about 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. It is built 
north and fouth upon the banks of the Delaware; and is nearly two niik'.; in length, 
and three quarters of one in breadth. The ftreets are laid* out with|«n'at regularity in 
parallel lines, interfeded by others at right angles, and are handfomel}' built : on each 
fide there is a pavement of broad Hones for foot paflengers ; and in moH of them a 
caufewayin the middle for carriages. Upon dark nights it is well lighted, and watched 
by a patrole : there are many fair houfes, and public edifices ifi it. The fiadt-houfe is 
a large, handfome, though heavy building ; in this arc held the councils, the illTeinblies, 
and fupreme courts ; there are apartments in it alfo for the accommodation of Indian 
chiefs or fachems ; likewife two libraries ; one belonging to the province, the other to 
a fociety, which was incorporated about ten years ago, and confills of fixty members. 
Each member upon admilfion, fubferibed forty Ihillings ; and afterward annually ten. 
They can alienate their Ihares, by will or deed, to any perfon approved by the focieiy. 

have a fmall colledlion of medals and medallions, and a few other curiofities, 
fuch as the Ikin of a rattlefnake kill d at Surinam, twelve feet long ; and fevcral norih- 
em Indian habits made of furs and fltins. At a fmall diftance from the fiadt-houfe, 
there is another fine library, confifiing of a very valuable and chofen colleftion of books 
left by a Mr. Logan ; they are chiefly in the learned languages. Near tijis there is alfo 
a noble hofpital for lunatics and other fick perfons. BcTides the&* buildings, there 
are fpacious barracks for 1 7 or 1800 men; a good alTembly-room belonging, to the 
fociety of freemafons; and eight or ten places of religious worihip ; viz. two churches, 
three quakers meeting-houfes, two prelbytcrian ditto, one Lutheran church, one 
Dutch Calvinift ditto, one Swedilh ditto, one Romifli chapel, one Anabaptift meeting- 
houfe, one Moravian ditto ; there is alfo an academy or college, originally built for a 
tabernacle for Mr. Whiteficld. At the feuth end of the town, upon the river, there is 
a battery mounting thirty guns, but it is in a fiatc of decay. It was defigned to be a 
check upon privateers, 'rhefe, with a few alms-hnufes, and a fchool-houfe belonging 
to the quakers, are the clyef public buildings in Pliiladclphia. The city is in a very 
flourilhing .fiate, and inhabited by merchants, artifis, tradefinen, and ‘ perfons of all 
occupations. There is a public market held twice a week, upon Wednefday and 
Saturday, almuft equal to that of Lcadenhall, and a tolerable one every day befides, 
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Hie ftreets are crowded with people, and the river with veffcls. Iloufes are fo dear, 
that they will let for tool, currency per annum ; and lots, not above thirty feet in 
breadth, and a hundred in length, in advantageous fituations, will fell for loool. 
Acrling. There are feveral docks upon the river, and about twenty-live veffels are 
built mere annually. I counted upon the flocks at one time no lefs than feventeen, 
many of them three-mailed veffels. 

^ Can the mind have a greater pleafure than in contemplating the rife and progrcTs of 
cities and kingdoms ? Than in perceiving a rich and opulent ftate arifing out of a fmall 
fettlement or colony ? This pleafure every one mull feel who confiders Penfylvania. — 
'J'his wonderful province is fituated between the 40th and 43d degree of nerth latitude, 
and about 76 degrees well longitude from London, in a healthy and delightful climate, 
amidll all the advantages that nature can bellow. The foil is extremely ftrong and* 
fertile, and produces fpontaneoufly an infinite variety of trees, flowers, fruits, and 
plants of different forts. The mountains arc enriched with ore, and the rivers with 
fifh : fome of ihefe are fo ftately as not to be beheld without admiration : the Delaware 
is navigable for large veffels as far as the falls, 1 80 miles difiant from the fea, and x 20 
from the bay. At the mouth it is more than three miles broad, and above one at Phi- 
ladelphia. The navigation is obllructed in the winter, for about fix weeks, by the 
feverity of the froll j but, at, other times, it is bold and open. The Schuilkill, though 
not navigable for iftiy great fpacc, is exceedingly romantic, and affords the moflt de- 
lightful retirements. ’ • 

Cultivation (comparatively fpcaking) is carried to a high degree of perfedion ; and 
Penfylvania produces not only great plenty, but alfo great variety of grain j it yields 
likewife flax -feed, hemp, cattle of different, kinds, and various other articles *. 

It is divided into eight counties, and contains many large and populous towns ; 
Carlifle, Lancaflcr, and German -town, confill each of near five hundred houfes ; 
there are feveral others which have from one to two hundred. 

. The number of inhabitants is fuppofed to be between four and five hundred 
thoufand f, a fifth of which are Quakers : there are very few negroes or flaves. 

The trade of Penfylvania is furprifingly extenfive, carried on to Great Britain, the 
Weft Indies, every part of North America, the Madeiras, Liibon, Cadiz, Holland, 
Africa, the Spanifii main, and feveral other places; exclufive of what is illicitly 
carried on to Cape Francois, and Monte Chriflio. Their exports are provifions of 
all kinds, lumber, hemp, flax, flax-feed, iron, furs, and deer-lkins. Their imports, 
Englilh manuftlflures, with the fuperfluities and luxuries of life. By thrir flag-of-truce 
trade, they alfo get* fugar, which they refine and fend to Europe. 

Theii’ manufadurcs arc very confiderable. The Gehnan-town thread llockings 
arc in high ellimation ; and the year before lall, 1 have been credibly informed, there 

* In the foutliern colonies cultivation is in a very low ftate. The common procefoof it if, firft to cut 
oil the trees two or three feet above ground, in order to let in the fun and air, leaving the ftumps to decay 
and rot,, which they do in a few years. After this they dig and plant, and continue to work the fame 
field, year after year, witliout ever Riaiiuring it, till it is quite fpent. They then enter upon a frelh piece 
of ground, allowing this a refpite of about twenty years to recover itfelf ; during which time it becomea 
beautifully covered with Virginian pines ; the feeds cf that tree, which are exceedingly fmall, and, when 
the cones open, aic waited through the air In great abundance, fowing thedifelycs in every vacant fpot of 
negleded ground. ’ • 

f Doubts have fince arifen, whether the number, at the time here mentioned, amounted to more than 
350,000. — See Morfe’s .Aineiican geography. 
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were manufaflured in that town alone above 60,000 dozen pair. Their common 
retail price is a dollar per pair. 

'I’he irifii fetilcrs make very good linens ; fume woollens have alfo been fabricated, 
but not, I believe, to' any amount. 'I’here arc fcveral other manufaflures, viz. of 
beaver hat.s, which are fuperior in goodnefs to any in Europe, of cordage, linfeed>oiI, 
ftarch, myrtle-’A'ttX and fpcnnaccii candles, Ibap, earthen ware, and other commodities. 
• ‘ The govci-ninejit of thi.s province is a proprietary one. The legiflature is lodged in 
the hands of a governor appviinled (with the King’s approbation) by the proprietor j 
and a lioufe of ri jnvrenfatiws, t- 'clcd by the people, confifling of thirty-feven mem- 
bers. '1 iiciy are of vr.i ious rch; K'ns perfuafions, for by the charier of privileges, 
which Mr. Penn granted to the fetilers in Penfylvania, no perfon who believed in God 
.could be inokftcd in his caliini'; or profeffioa ; and any one who believed in Jefus 
Chrift niiglit enjoy the fir't pod umier the government. The crown has referved to itfelf 
a power of repealing any law wliich may interfere with the prerogative, or be contrary 
to the laws of Great Pritain. 

The judicature confifts of different courts. The juftices of tlio peace, who, together 
with the other judges, are of the governor’s appointment, hold quarterly felfions 
conformable to the laws of England ; and, when thefe are finilhed, continue to lit 
in quality of judges of common pleas, by a fpccial comiuillion. The fupreme court 
coiififts of a chief jufticc, and two affiftant judges : they have thdftnited authority of 
the King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Court of ICxchequer. I’hcy not only receive 
appeals, but all caufes once commenced in the inferior courts, after the lirfl; writ, 
may be moved thither by a habeas corpus, certiorari, writ of error, &c. The judges 
of the fupreme court have alfo a Handing ^and diftinct commiffion to hold, as lliall 
feein needful, courts of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-deliveries throughout the 
province ; but this j)owcr ilioy feldom, I believe, cxercifc. 'J'lie fupreme courts are 
held twice a year at Piiiladclphia. There is no Court of Chaiicery ; luit the want of 
it is fupplied, in fonie meafure, by the other courts. There is a particular olTiccr called 
the regifter-gcneral, appointed by the governor, whofe authority extends ovtT the 
^hole province, wdicre he has ftveral deputies. He grants letters of adminiftration, 
and probates of w'ills. In cafes of difpute, or caveat entered, he may call in, as 
alliffants, two juftices of the peace. The governor can pardon in all cafes, except 
of treafon or murder, and then can reprieve till he knows the King’s pletifure. 

There is here, as in moft of the other colonies, a Court r f Vice .Admiralty, held by 
commiflion from the i\dmiralty in England, for the trial of cajjturcs, end of piracies, 

' and other mifdenieanors committed upon the high fcas, but there lits an appeal from it, 

I believe, to the Court of Delegates in England. 

As to religion, there is none properly cftabliflted ; IVoteftants of all denomi- 

nations, Papifts, .Tews, and all other hds whalfoevor, are univerlaily tolerated. 
There are twelve clergynitn of the church of England, wTio arc feat by tl;e Society 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel, and arc allowed annually 50I. er.ch, befides what 
they get from fub.^criptlons and furplice Ices. Some few of thefe are ilitienint 
miftionarics, and have no fixed refidence, but travel from place to place, as occafion 
requires, upon the frontiers. They are under the jurifdiclion of the Bifiiop of Lontlon. 

^ Arts and fciences afc yet in their infancy. There arc fomo few perf uis wlio have 
difeovered a taftefor rnufic and painting *, and philofophy ftetns not only to have made 

* Mr. Tlftijamin Well, prtfident of the Rovai Academy, was, 1 believe, anBiiv; of Penfylvania, if not 
of Philadelphia. 
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a confideraljle progrefs already, but to be daily gaining ground. The library fociety 
is an excellent inftitution for propagating a taAe for literature ; and*tlu; college well 
calculated to form and cultivate it. This laft inftitution is erefted upon an admirable 
plan, and ^ by far the beft fchool for learning throughout America. It has been 
chiefly raifed by contributions j audits prefeut fund is about io,oool. Penfylvanian 
money. An account of it may be feen in Dr. Smith’s (the prefidcnt’s) Difeourfes. 
'J’he Quakers alfo have an academy for inftrufting their youth in claflical leariyng,., 
and praftical mathematics: there are three teachere, and about I'cventy boys in it. 
Bcfides thefe, there are feveral fchools in the province for the Dutch and other foreign 
children ; and a confiderable one is going to be er^rded at German-town. 

The Penfylvanians, as to charafter, arc a frugal and 'induftriotis ‘people ; not 
remarkably courteous and hofpitablc to ftrangers, uulefs particularly recommended to 
them ; but ratlu-r, like the denizens of molt commercial cities, iho reverie. They 
arc great rc i>u!)licans, and have fallen into the fame errors in their ideas of iudepcTideiicy 
as moft of tile other colonies have. They are by far the moft enterprifing people 
upon the continent. As they confift of feveral nations, and talk feveral languages, 
they are aliens in fome refped to Great Britain ; nor can it be expeded that they 
ftioulil have the fame filial attachment to her which her own immediate oifspring have. 
However, they are quiet, and concern theinfcives but little, e.xcept about getting 
money. Tlic won||tn are exceedingly handfome and polite : they are naturally fprightly 
and fond of pleafure ; and, upon the wh«li!, are much^morc agreeable and accom* 
pliflied than the men. Since their intercourfc with the Euglilit uliic^rs, they are 
greatly improved ; and, without flattery, many of them woulti not make bad figures 
even in the firll alTemblies in Europe. Their amufements are eiiielly dancing in the 
winter, an’d in the fummer, forming pardcs of pleafure upon the Schuilkill, and in 
the country. There is a fociety of fixteen ladies, and as many gentlemen, called the 
fifliing company, who meet once a fortnight upon the Schuilkill. They have ar very 
pleafant room eroded in a romantic fituation upon the banks of that river, where they 
geticrally dine and drink tea. 'Phere are feveral pretty walks about it, and foine wildi 
and rugged rocks, which, together with the water and fine groves that adorn the banks, 
form a moft beautif ul and pidurefque fccnc. There arc boats and fifiiing tackle of all 
forts, and the comp.my divert themfelves with walking, fifliing, going up the water, 
dancing, fingiug, converfing, or juft as they plcafe. The ladies wear an uniform, 
and appear with grSat eafe and advantage from the neatnefs and fimplicity of it. The 
firll and moft, diftiiiguilhed people of the colony arc of this fociety ; and it is very 
advantageous to a Rranger to be introduced to it, as he hereby gets acquainted with the. 
beft; aad moft rcfpeclable company in Philadelphia. , In the winter, when there 
is fnow upon the ground, it is ufual to make what they call fleighing parties, or to 
go upon it in fledges, but as this is a praftice well known in Europe, it is needlels to 
deferibe it. 

The prefent ftate of Penfylvania is undoubtedly very flourilhing. ’ The country is 
well eullivated, and there are not lefs than 9000 waggons employed in it, in different 
lervices. Till this war they were exempt from taxes, and it was not without difficulty 
that the Quakers were prevailed upon to grant any fupplie:: for the defence of the 
frontiers, though expofed to the moft horrid cruelties : it was not from principle, fay 
their enemies, that they refufed it, but from intereft ; for as they were the firfl iettlers, 
they chiefly occupy the interior and lower parts of the province, and are not cxppfcd 
to hicurfibns. At length, however, compelled by clamour and public difeontent, they 
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were obliged to |iafs a fupply bill for ioo,oool. to raife fivc-and-twenty hundred men, 
and thefo they have kept up ever fince : they afterward paffed a militisf bill, but it 
was fuch a one as anfwercd no good purpofe. The Quakers have much the grcatefl: 
influence in the aflerably, and are fupported there by the Dutch and Germans, who 
an; as adverfe to taxes as themfelves. Their power, however, at prefent feera's rather on 
the decline, which is the reafon, as tlic oppofite party pretend, that they ftir up on 
all occafions as much confufiou as polfible, trom that trite maxim in politics, divide ct 
hnpera. They have quarrelled with the proprietors upon fevcral occafions, whether 
altogether jullly or not, I will not pretend to fay ; it is certain, however, that the deter- 
minations at home have been fometimes in their favour. The late fubjecls of their 
difputes hav6 been chiefly thefe : 

Firft, Whether the proprietary lands ought to be taxed ? This has been determined 
at home in the affirmative. 

Secondly, Whether the proprietor ought to have any choice or .approbation of the 
afleflbrs ? 

Thirdly, Whether he ought to give his governor inllruftions ? And, 

Lafily, Whether the judges of his appointment ought to be during picafure, or 
quavidiu fe bene gejferint ? Thefe three laft are ftill undecided. 

Upon the whole, though this province is exceedingly flourifliing, yet there arc 
certainly great abufes in it j and fuch as, if not fpeedily redified, will be produftive of 
bad confequences. 

The difference of exchange between bills and the currency of Penfylvania is about 
75 per cent. 

An occurrence happened to me at Philadelphia, which, though in itfclf of a trifling 
nature, 1 Ccinnot but take notice of, as a Angular inffance of the ftrong pofleiuon which 
an idea will fometimes take of the mind, fo as totally to derange it. A lady from Rhode 
Ifland, who lodged in the fame houfe with myfclf, had an unfortunate brother in the 
infirmary, a lunatic. He was fuppofed to be nearly well, and was permitted occafion- 
ally to fee company. A few days before I was to leave Philadelphia, this lady invited me 
to accompany her in one of her vifits to him ^ adding, that on her inadvertently mcn- 
Jfioning to him fome circumftanccs relating to me, he had expreffed a moft earneft de- 
fire to fee me. I ftrongly objefted to the propofal, urging the impropriety of intro- 
ducing a flranger, or, indeed, company of any fort, to a perfon in that unhappy 
fituation, as it'ftiight poflibly agitate his mind, and retard his recovery. I advifed her 
therefore not to take any further notice of k ; hoping he might forget,^r not mention 
. it any more. The next day fhe renewed her application ; adding, that her brother was 
exceedingly difappointed ; aqd entreated me to attend her, in fo prefllng a t^anner, 
that 1 could not with civility refufe it. On entering the cell, a beam of fatisfadion 
feemed to dart from his eye, not eafy to be expreffed or conceived. 1 took him by 
the hand ; and, feating myfclf oppofke the bed to which he was chained, immediately 
took the lead in converfatiou, talking of indifferent matters, fuch as I thought could 
not poflibly tend to tnterefl: or diflurb his mind. I had not proceeded far when he 
fuddcnly interrupted me ; and propofed a queftion, which at once convinced me that 
he was in a very unfit Hate to fee company. I immediately therefore rofe up ; and 
making an excufe that > my engagements that day would not admit of my entering, 
into lo curious a fubjed, defired him to referve it for fome future cohverfation. He 
feepacd greatly difconcerted j but being near the door, which flood open, I took my 
leave and retired. The next morning I left PluJadelp^ j nor did 1 think any more 
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of this occurrence till I arrived at Rhode Ifland ; where I w^as informed that the chief, 
if not foie, inftances of infanity (hewn by this unhappy young man, ^cre forae attempts 
which he had made to kill a clergyman of the church of England. That he had been 
educated to be a teacher amongll the coiigregationalifts, But had taken it into his head, 
that he could never gain heaven, or be happy, but by committing lb heroic and meri- 
torious an action. The veiy evening of his confinement he was prevcMitcd from ful- 
filling his purpofe, in the inllant when he was raifing up his hand to plunge a knife 
into the back of a clergyman, who was reading the funeral forvice, in the preffnee V>f 
a large congregation. What his intentions were in regard to myfelf, 1 cannot pretend 
to fay : he offered me no violence ; but thofe at Rhode llland of his acquaintance, to 
whom I related this tranfaSion, were fully perfuaded i^t he was far f»om being cured 
of his diftemper *. 

I left Philadelphia the 6 th of July, and travelled in the ftage as far as Shemincy- 
ferry, about feventeen miles ; where I was overtaken by a gentleman and fQiue ladies 
of my acquaintance, who were going a few miles farther upon a party of pleafure. 
They were fo obliging as to make room for me in one of their chaifes, and we pro- . 
ceeded and dined together at Briffol, a fmall town upon the Delaware, oppofite Bur- 
lington : in the afternoon we went ten miles higher up the river, and ferried over to 
Trenton, fftuated in the Jorfeys. This is built on the eaft fide of the Delaware, and 
contains about a hundred ‘houfes. It Inis, nothing remarkable; there is a church, a 
(Quaker’s, and Prefbyterian meeting-houfe, and barracks for three hundred men. 'From 
hence we went to Sir John Sinclair’s, at the falls of Delaware, about a mile above 
Trenton, a pleafant rural retirement ; where we fpent a moft agreeable evening. In 
the morning, the company returned to Philadelphia ; and, having hired a chaife, I 
proceeded to Prince-town, twelve miles liftant. 

At this place there is a handfoinc fchool and college for the education of Diflenters ; 
crefted upon the plan of thofe in Scotland. There arc about twenty boys in the 
grammar-ichool, ;md fixty in the college : at piypfent there are only two profeffors, be- 
fides the provoft ; but they intend, as their fund inercafes, which is yet very fmall, 
and does not exceed 2000I. currency, to add to this number. The building is ex- 
tremely convenient, airy, and fpacious ; and has a chapel and other proper offices. 
Two ftudents are in each fet of apartments, which confifls of a large bed-room with a 
fire-place, and two ftudics. There is a fmall collc£lion of books, a few inflrumcnts. 


* Since mp return to Europe. I have been informed of an inftance flmilar to this, which happened at 
Florence. A genrJemaii had taken it into his head that a very large diamond lay buried under a in»iin- 
taiii wli.'ch ftood upon his eftate, and wa.s near ruining himfelf and hia family by digging for it. Hni 
friends, by fome contrivance or other, got him away to Florence^ and placed him under the care of the 
late celebrated Dr. Cocchi. He there appeared perfeaiy compofed, talked very rationally, and, having 
been well educated, adbrded great entertainment to the dot^or and his friends, who converfed with him. 
One day as they were fitting together, he mentioned to the dodor, that it was very hard he fhould be 
deprived of his liberty, when he was perfedlly ivcll; and that it was only a feh^me of his relations to keep 
him in confinement, in order that they might enjoy his eftate- The doAor, who had perceived no marks 
of fnfanity, began to be itaggered ; and promifed, in cafe he fhould fee no reafoii to alter his fentiments, to 
iign a certificate of his being well on fuch a day, in order to its being fent to England, that he might 
have his releafe. The day arrived, and the do£i:or was preparing to perform his promife ; but whether 
by defign, on perceiving fomething particular in the looks of lus(^paticnt, or by accident, I could not 
learn, he faid -to the gentleman ; •* Now, 8ir, I beg from this time tftat you will^ think no more of this 
fooli^ affair of the mountain and diamond/* ** Not think of the diamond !” faid theviadman ; it t:; 
for this reafon that 1 want my liberty : 1 know exaAIy the fpot where it lies ; and 1 will have it in iny 
^poifeflion before I am a year older/’ 

This llory was related to me in Tufeany, and I bad no reafon to queflion the truth of it. 
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and fome natural curiofities. The expence to a ftudent for room-rent, commons, and 
tutorage, anmun|^ to 25I. currencv perj^r.,^ The provoft has a falary of 200I. cur- 
rency, the college is Nalfau-Hall. — From 
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Falls, tlptough^s^^h country, intaiperfed with fine fields and gentlemen’s h'ats. 

The ^la extraordinary, diSe^t from any I had hitherto met with in 
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From hence I retiimecl, and in my way crofled over the river to Colonel John Schuy. 
ler’s copper-mincvs, where there is a very rich vein of ore, and a fire-engine ereded 
upon common principles. * 

After this 1 went down two miles fartht# to the park arid garden!,^ t^iii|;ecnleman*s 
brother. Colonel Peter Schuyler. In the gai^eris is a very, large cotlediion of citrons, 
t)ranges, limes, lemons, balfams of Peru, aloes, pomegranates, and other tropiu^l plants ; 
and in the park I faw fcveral American and EngHm deer, and three or four elks or 
mool’c-decr. I arrived at £lizabeth-tovm in the ev»miag, not a little entertained with 
my expedition, bui exccedin^y fatigued with the violent heat of the weather, and the 
many murquitoc!-' that had infefted ipe.. 

Before 1 take leave of the Jerfeys^U is necefiary I Ihould give fome^account of this 
province. New Jerfey is fiiuated between the jpth urid 42d degree of north latitude, 
and about jcvcnty-rive degrees Weft longittide : it is bounded on the eaft by the Ailan- 
tic, on the weft oy Penfylvania, or to fpeak more properly the Delaware ; on,the fouth 
by Dela ware- bay i and on the north by HudfOri% river arwl the province of New York. 
I'lu elimate is iieariy the fame as that of Penfylvania ; and the foil, which is a kind 
of red Date, is fo exceedingly rich, that in a fliort time after it has been turned up and 
expdfed to the air and moift’ure, it is converted into a fpecies of marie *. . 

New Jerfey has very great natural advantages of hills, valleys, rivi^iapd large 
bavs. J he Delaware is ou one iide, and Hudfon’s river on the other ; beudes which 
it has the Raritan, Pafaic, and Amboy rivers ; and Newark and New YorJfe'^ys. It 
produces vaft qutiutiiies of grain, befides hemp, flax, hay, Indian corni^l^S^i cither ar- 
t ivies. It is diviikd inm eleven counties, and has feveral fmall townSj'^H^fegh not 
one of oiuridcratiou. I he mlmbcr of its inhabitants is fuppofed to bc , 70*000 : of 
vhicii, all males betwev-n (ixioen and fixty, negroes excepted, arc obli^'io' ferve in 
the mi!' ia. "I'here is r.o foreign trade carried on from this province ; fpt^ the inhabi- 
tants fei! fheir procliicj to ih.: in n-cliants of Philadelphia and New Yoi*!^ and; ts&e in 
return F.iiroj?. an gvuuls and otluT noccffarics of life. They have fome triflmg lnanu- 
fact itv;; t f t'r.ir own, hut nothing that deferves mentioning. 

"i ;; vernini lit cciUiils of a governor, twelve counfellors, and a houfe of i^t«fen- 
tativ, . ; .1 .out tv.eiKy-iix inotnbers, the two former nominated by the Kii^, the latter 
i h clid bv t;. - the people. Ivach branch has a negative : they meet at |Uid at 

Ilurlingtcn : iternaiely. The governor’s falary, with perquifites, is aborit 800 or loool. 
furling a-ye:ir : he is not allowed a houfe to refide in, but is obliged to hire (me at his 
own e.xponce. 'i liere are fevera! emrts of judicature here, much like 
other pi;)vii*ces.. The juftices hoKl quarterly feffions for petty larcenies* aa® trifling 
caufos , and ilie fuprenie judge, with two alEftant juftices, holds, once a'y^ri%eneial 
allize, throughout the province, t)f oyer and terminer, 'and common pitta. . 
alfo amuially four fupreme, C9ui*ts, , alternately at Amboy and ButHagton, of King’s 
bench, conunuii pleas, and eichetiuer. The offices of chancellor and yice-admiral, 
are executed by ilie governor^ the dernier refort is to His Majefty ih 

;rhere is pn'periy no eftablifhed religion in this p.*ovince, and the idi^Sti^^ of 
various perfuafions : tho fociety fends fix nuflibnaries, who are re- 

• Since my return from America, Hi*vc met with a gentlemat/flN^ward Wortleyj|i^^||f4ui^^ 
wlio had vifited the Holy Land. '. He dcfcilbed the foil pfthat country to be cir- 

cumttance to ihi» of the Jerfey*. * He laid it appeared to !« of a red flaty iubaai^e^f^^vwcapablc 
of pioducing any thing worth the cultfvatloh ; but that beiug broken up ftiid he- 

came exceedingly mellow, and was fertiJe in the higheii degree. 

’ . ^ ceived j 
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ceived ; and the church gains ground daily. Their falaries are about the fame as in 
Penfylvania. 

Arts and fcicnces are here, as in the other parts of America, juft dawniijtg. The 
college will in time, without* doubt, be of confiderable advantage, but being yet in 
its infancy, it has not had an opportunity of operating, or effetog any vlfible im- 
provement. 

The New Jcrfcy men, as to charaflcr, are like moft country gentlemen ; good- 
AtitureU, hofpitable, and of a morej liberal turn than their neighbours the Penfylvanians. 
They live altogether upon their eftates, and are literally gentlemen farmers. The country 
in its prefent ftatc can fcarcely be called flourifhing ; for although it is extremely well 
cultivated,thicklyfeatcd,and the garden of North America, yet,having no foreign trade, 
it is deprived of thofe riches and 'advantages, which it would otherwife foon acquire. 
There have been fome attempts to remedy this defeft ; but whether from the difficulty 
of divertipg a thing out of a channel in which it has long flowed, or from want of pro- 
priety or pcrfevcrance in the meafures, I am unable to fay ; but the truth is, they have 
not fucceeded. Upon the whole, however, this province may be called a rich one : 
during the prefent war it has raifed confiderable fupplies, having feldom had lefs than 
1000 men in pay, with a leader (Colonel Schuyler) at their head, who has done honour 
to his country by his patriotic and public fpirit. The paper currency of this colony is 
at about 70 per cent, difeount, but in Very good repute; and preferred by the Pen- 
fylvanians and New Yorkers, to that of tljtir own provinces. 

On Wednefday the 9th of July, 1 crofled over to Staten Ifland, in the province of 
New York; and travelled upon it about nine miles to the point which is oppofite 
New York city. 

In my way 1 had an opportunity of feeing the method of making wampumi This, 
the reader probably know's is the current money amonft the Indians. It is made of the 
clam-lhcll ; a Ihell, confifting within of two colours, purple and while ; and in form 
not unlike a thick oylter-lhcll. The procefs of Tnanufatturing it is very Ample. It is 
firll clipped to a proper fize, which is that of a fmall oblong parallelepiped, then drilled, 
and afterward ground to a round fmooth furface, and poliffied. The purple wampum 
is |Juch more valuable than the white ; a very fmall part of the fliell being of that 
colour. 

At the point I embarked for New York ; and after a pleafant paflage over the bay, 
which is three leagues wide, and various delightful profpefts of rivers, iflands, fields* 
hills, wqpds, the Narrows, New York city, veffels failing too and fro, ?nd innume- 
rable porpoifes playing upon the furface of the water, in an evening fo ferene that the 
hemifphcrc was not ruffled by a Angle cloud, arrived there about the fetting of the 
fun. 

This dty is fituated upon the point of a fmall ifland, lying open to the bay on one 
fide, and on the others included between the north and eaft rivers ; and commands a 
fine profpea of water, the Jerfeys, Long Ifland, Staten Ifland, and fet'eral others, which 
lie fcattered in the bay. It contains between two and three thoufand houfes, and 16 
or 17,000 inhabitants, is tolerably well built, and has feveral good houfes. ITic 
ftreets are paved, and very clean, but in general narrow : there are two or three, in- 
deed, which are fpacious aiuyt&y, particularly the Broad-Way. The houfes in this 
ftreet have mqft of them a row of trees before them ; which form an agreeable fflade, 
and produce a pretty effea:. The whole length of the town is fomething more tli?n a 
mile j 'the breadth of it about half an one. The fituation is, I believe, efteemed healthy ; . 

4 , but 
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'hnt it is fubjed to one great inconvenience, which is the want of frefh. water • fo that 
the inhabitants are obliged to have it brought from iprings at fome diftance out of 
town. T. here arc fcveral public building though but few that deferve ’attention The 
college, when finifhed, will be exceedingly handfome : it is to be built on three fides 
of a quadrangle, fronting Hudfon’s or North river, and will be the inoft beautifully 
fituated of any college, I believe, in the world. At prefent only one wing is finiflied 
which is of Hone, and conQils of twenty-four fets of apartments ; each havintr a laro-e 
fitting-room, with a ftudy, and bed-chamber. 7 ’hcy are obliged to make ufe^’of fome 
of thefe apartments for a mafter’s lodge, library, chap .1, hall, &c. but as foon as* the ' 
whole (hall be completed, there will be proper apartments for each of thefe offices. 
The name of it is King’s College. 

There are two churches in New York, the old or Tpnity Church, and the new one 
or St. George’s Chapel ; both of them large buildings, the former in the Gothic tafte* 
with a fpirc, the other upon the model of fome of the new churches in London. Be-’ 
fides thefe, there are feveral other places of religious worfhip ; namely, two LowOutch 
Calvinift churches, one High Dutch ditto, one French ditto, one German Lutheran 
church, one prelbyterlan mceting-houfe, one quakers ditto, one anabaptifts ditto, one 
Moravian ditto, and a Jews fynagogue. 'I'here is alfo a very handfome charity-fehool for 
fixty poor boys and girls, a good work-houfe, barracks for a regiment of foldiers and 
one of the lineft prifons 1 have ever feen. 'J he court or ftadt-houfe makes no great 
figure, but it is to be repaired and beautified. There is a quadrangular fort, capable 
of mounting fixty cannon, though at prefont there are, I believe, only thirty-two. 
Within this is the governor’s palace, and underneath it a’battery capable of mounting 
ninety.four gpns, and barracks for a company or two of foldiers. Upon one of the 
iflands in the bay is an hofpital for fick and wounded feamen ; and, upon another a 
pefl'houfc. Thefe are the moft noted public buildings in and about the city. 

The province of New York is fituated between the 4otb and 45th dco-ree of north 
latitude, and about 75 degrees weft longitude, it lies in a fine climate, and enjoys a 
very wholefome air. The foil of moft parts of it is extremely gt)od, particularly of 
Long Ifland ; and it has the advantages of a fine harbour, and fine rivers. The bay 
has a communication with Newark bay, the Sound, Amboy river, and feveral others : 
it receives alfo Hudfon’s or North river, one ol the largcft in North America, it being 
navigable for Hoops as far as Albany, above 150 miles: whence, by the Mohock, and 
other rivers, running through the country of the Six Nations, there is a communica- 
tion, (excepting a few fliort carrying places,) with lake Ontario ; and another with the 
river St. Laureace, through the I.akes George, Champlain, and the river Sorel ; fo 
that this river feeiirs to merit the greateft attention. 'I’hefe waters afford various kinds 
of filh,* black-fifli, fea-bafs, fheeps-heads, rock-fifh, lobfters, and fevCral others, all * 
excellent in their kind. The province in its cultivated ftatc aflbrds grain of all forts, 
cattle, hogs, and great variety of Englifh fruits, particularly the New-town pippin. 

It is divided mto ten coimtics, and has fome few towns, but none of any fiz(N except 
Allxiny and Scheneftady, the former of which is a very confidcrablc place. The num- 
ber oPinhabitants amounts to nearly 100,000 ; 15 or 20,000 of which are fuppofed to 
be capable of bearing arms, and of ferving in the militia ; but I believe this number is 
exaggerated, as a confiderable part of the 100,000 are negroes, which are imported 
more frequently into this province than into Penfylvania. 'fke people carry on an ex- 
tenfive trade, and there are faid to be cleared out annually from New Yosk, 
tons of fhipping. They export chiefly grain, flour, pork, fkins, furs, pig-iron, 
VOL. xiii. 5 B Jumper, 
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lumber, and ftavcs. I’heir manufaftures, indeed, are not extenfivc, nor by any means 
to be compared with thofe of Penfylvania ; they make a fmall quantity of cloth, fome 
linen, hats, (hoes, and other articles for wearing apparel. They njake glafs alfo, and 
wampum; refine fugars,, which they import from the Weft Indies; and diftil cori- 
liderable quantities of runi. They alfo, as well as the Pi r.fylvanians, till both were 
reftrained by aft of parliament, had crefted feveral flittin;' i. ills, to make nails, &c. 
But this is now prohibited, and'they are exceedingly dili. ' f . d at it. They have 
, , feveral other branches of manufactures, but, in general, lb inconfiderable, that I fliall 
not take notice of them : one tiding it may be necelfary to mention, I mean the article 
of ftiip-building ; about which, in different parts of the province, they employ immy 
hands. 

The govclTiment of this coli^iy is lodged in the hands of a governor appointed by the 
crown; a council confiftlug of twelve members, named by the fame authority ; and a 
'houfe of twenty-feven reprefentatives, elecled by the people ; four for the city and 
county of New York ; two for tlie city and county of Albany ; two for each of the 
other eight counties ; one for the borough of Weft Chefter; one for the townfhip of 
Sheneftady ; and one for each of the three manors of Renflaerwyck, Livingfton, and 
Courtland. I’he legiflativc power is entirely lodged in their hands, each branch having 
a negative ; except that, as in the other colonics, all laws muft have the King’s appro- 
bation, and not interfere with, or be repugnant to, the laws of Great Britain. 

,The courts of judicature arc fimilar, I believe, in every refpeft, to thofe in the 
Jerfeys. 

The eftabliflied religion is that of tlic church of England, there being fix churches in 
this province with Itipends (to the value of about 50I. currency) annejKid to each by 
law. The clergy are twelve in number, who, exclufive of what they acquire by the 
eftablilhment above-mentioned, or by contributions, ' receive, as miflionaries from the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gofpcl, 50I. fterling each. Bcfidcs the religion of 
the church of England, there is a variety of others : diffenters of all denominations, 
particularly prefbyterians, abound in great numbers, and there are fome few Roman 
Catholics. 

jf Arts and fciences have made no greater progrefs here than in the other colonies ; 
but as a fubfeription library has been lately opened, and every one feems zealous to 
promote learning, it may be hoped they will hereafter advance fafter than they have 
done hitherto. The college is eftabliflied upon the fame plan as that in the Jerfeys, 
except that this at New York profeffes the principles of the church of England. At 
prefent the ftate of it is far from being flourilhing, or fo good as mi^ht *be wifhed. Its 
•fund does not exceed io,oool. currency, and there is a great fcarcity of profeffors. 
A commencement was held, ncvcrthelefs, this fummer, and feven gentlemen tbok de- 
grees. There are in it at this time about twenty-five ftudents. The prefident. Dr. 
Johnfon, is a very worthy and learned man, but rather too far advanced in life to have 
the direftion of tp new an inftitution. The late Dr. Briftow left to this college a fine 
library, of which they arc in daily expeftation. 

The inhabitants of New York, in their charaftcr, very much refemble the r*cnfyl- 
vaniafis : more than half of them are Dutch, and almoft all traders : they are, there- 
fore, habitually frugal, in^ftrious, and parfiraonious. Being, however, of different 
nations, different languages, and different religions, it is almoll impofiible to give them 
any preciR* or determinate charafter. The women are handfome and agreeable ; 
tliowgh rather more referred than the Philadelphian ladies. Their amufeincnts are 
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much the fame as in Penfylvania ; viz. balls, and fleighing expeditions in the winter j 
and, in the fummcr, going in parties umn the water, and fiflimg ; or making excur- 
fions into the country. There are fevetal houfes plcafantly fituated upon Eaft river, 
near New York, where it is common to have turtle*feafts : »thcfe happen once or twice 
in a week. . Thirty or forty gentlemen and ladies meef and dine together, drink tea in 
the afternoon, fifli and amufe themlelves till evening, and then return home in Italian 
chaifes, (the fafhionable carriage in this and moft parts of America, Virginia excepted, 
where they chiefly make ufe of coaches, and ihefe commonly drawn by fix horfes,) rf* 
gentleman and lady in each chaife. la the way th^ re is a bridge, about three miles 
diflant from New York, which you alwayS pafs over as you return, called the Kifling- 
bridge ; where it is a part of the etiquette to fulute the lady who has put^erfelf under 
your proteftion. 

The prefent flatc of this province is flourilhing : it has an extenfive trade to many 
parts of the world, particularly to the Weft Indies ; and htis acquired great riches by 
the commerce which it has carried on, under flags of truce, to Cape Fran9ois, and 
Monfc-Cbrifto. 7 'hc troops, by having made it the place of their general rendezvous, 
have alfo enriched it very much. However, it is burthened with taxes, and the prefent 
public debt amounts to more than 300,000!. currency. The taxes arc laid upon eftates 
real and perfonal ; and there are duties upon negroes, and other importations. The 
provincial troops are about 2,600 men. The difference of exchange between currency 
and bills, is from 70 to 80 percent. , • 

Before I left New York, 1 took a ride upon Long Lkmd, the richeft fpot, in the 
opinion of the New Yorkers, of all America ; and where they generally have their 
villas, or country houfes. It is undeniably beautiful, and fome parts of it are remark* 
ably fertile, but not equal, 1 think, to the Jerfeys. The length of it is fomething 
more than loo miles, and the breadth 25. About 15 or 16 miles from the weft end 
of it, there opens a large plain between 20 and 30 miles long, and four or five broad. 
There is not a tree growing upon it, and it is afferted that there never were any. 
Strangers are always carried to fee this place, as a great curiofity, and the only one of 
the kind in North America. 

Tuefday the 5th of Auguft, being indifpofed, and unable to travel any farther by 
land, I embarked on board a brigantine for Rhode Ifland. We made fail up the 
Sound with a fair wind, and after two hours, paffed through Hell-gate. It is impof- 
fible to go through this place without recalling to mind the defeription of Scylla and 
Charybdis. 'j'he breadth of the Sound is here half a mile, but the channel is very 
narrow, not excetiding eighty yards : the water runs with great rapidity, and in dif- 
ferent .currents, only one of wliich will carry a veffcl through with fafety j for, on oni 
fide, there is a fhoal of rocks juft peeping above the* water ; and, on the other, a 
dreadful vortex produced by a rock lying about nine feet under the furfaco : if there- 
fore you get into any but the right current, you are cither daflied upon the ftioal, or 
elfe fucked into the eddy, whirled round with incredible rapidity, and at length fwal- 
lowed up in the vortex. There are exceeding good pilots to navigate veffcls through 
this place, notvvithftandiug • which, they are frequently loft. The proper time of 
paffing it is at high water. Wc had pleafant weather during the paffage, which Is about 
leventy leagues, with beautiful views of Long Ifland and Cpnne&icut j and arrived in 
the harbour at Newport the 7th of Auguft. , 

This town is fituated upon a fmall ifland, about twelve miles in length, and five or 
fix in breadth, called Rhode Ifland, whemee the province takes its name. It % the 
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capital city, and contains 800, or looo houfes, chiefly built of wood i and 6 or 7000 
inhabitants. Tjicre are few buildings in it vprth notice. The couit-houfe is indeed 
bandfome, uid of brick j and there is a pubi'c library, buik in the form of a Grecian 
temple, and by no means.inelegant. It is of the Doric order, and has a portico in- 
front with four pillars, fupporting a pediment ; but the whole is fpoilt by two fuiill 
wings, which are annexed to it. The foundation of a very pretty building is laid for 
the ufe of the free-mafons, to ferve alfo occafionally for an afiembly-room ; and there is- 
, .going to be erected a market-houfe, upon a very elegant defign. The places of public 
worfliip, except the Jews fynagl-guc, are all of wood ; and not one of them is worth 
looking at. They confift chiefly of a church, two prelbyterian meeting-houfes, one 
quakers ditto, three anabaptifts ditto, one Moravian ditto, and the fynagogue above- 
tnentioned. *This building wasAlefigned, as indeed were feveral of the others, by a 
Mr. Harrifon, an ingenious Englifli gentleman who lives here. It will be extremely 
elegant within when completed : but the ouifide is totally fpoilt by a fchool, which the 
Jews wbuld have annexed to it for the education of their children. — Upon a fmall 
ifland, before the town, is part of a fine fortification, defigned to confifi: of a pentagon 
fort, and an upper and lower battery. Only two of the curtains, and a ravelin, arc 
yet finifiicd ; and it is doubted whether the whole will ever be completed. There are 
now mounted upon it 26 cannon j but the works, when complete, will require above 
150.— At the entrance of the harbour there is likewife an exceeding good light-houfe. 
— U’hcfe arc the chief public buildings. 

Three miles from the town is an indifferent wooden houfe, built by Dean Berkley, 
when he was in thefe parts : the fituation is low, but commands a fine view of the 
ocean, and of fome wild rugged rocks that are on the left hand of it. I'hcy relate 
here feveral ftories of the dean’s wild and chimerical notions ; which, as they are 
charafteriftic of that extraordinary man, deferve to be taken notice of : one in par- 
ticular I muff beg the reader’s indulgence to allow me to repeat to him. The dean had 
formed the plan of building a town upon the rocks which I have julf now taken notice 
of, and of cutting a road through a fandy beach which lies a little below it, in order 
thatihips might come up and be fheltered in bad weather. He was fo full of this pro- 
as one day to fay to one Smibert, a defigner, whom he had brought over with 
him from Europe, on the latter’s afking fomc ludicrous queftion concerning the future 
importance of the place : “ 'J ruly, you have very little forefight, for in fifty years time 
every foot of land in this place will be as valuable as the land in Cheapfide.” The 
dean’s houfe, notwithfl-anding his prediftion, is at prefent nothing better than a farm- 
houfp, and his library is converted into the dairy : when he left Ajncnca, he gave it 
to the college at Newbaven in Connetlicut, who have let it to a farmer on g long 
leafe : his books he divided between this college and that in MaiTachul'cts. The dean 
is faid to have written in this place The Minute Philofopher. 

The province of Rhode Ifland is fituated between the 41 ft and 42d degree of north 
latitude; and about 72 or 73 degrees well longitude; in the moft healthy climate of 
North America. The winters are fevere, though not equally fo with thofc of the i)thcr 
provinces ; but tlic fuminera are delightful,- cfpecially in the ifland ; the violent and ex- 
ceflivc heats, to which America is in general fubjeft, being, allayed by the cool and 
temperate breezes that cony: from the fea. 'Ehe foil is tolerably good, though rather 
too ftony ; its natural produce is maize or Indian corn, with a variety 'of Ihrubs and 
trees, h pi'oduces in particular the button-tree; the fpruce-pine, of the young twigs 
of veljich b made excellent beer ; and the pfeudo-acacia, or locuft-tree; but none of 
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thofe fine flowering trees, which are fuch an ornament to the woods in Carolina and 
Virginia. ^ It enjoys many advantages, has feverul large rivers, anc^ one of the fineii; 
harbours in the world. Fifh are in thejgreaied plenty and perfeftion, particularly the 
tataag or black-fifli, lobfters, and fea bafs. ‘ In its cultyrated ftate, it produces very 
little, except flieep and horned cattle ; the whole province being laid out mto pafture 
or grazing ground. The horfes are bony and ftrong, and the oxen much the largeft 
in America ; feveral of tlrein weighing from 1 6 to 1 800 weight. The butter and chcefc 
are excellent. • >» 

The province of Rhode Ifland is divided into courties and townlhips ; of the former 
there are four or five, but they are exceedingly fnial ; of the latter between twenty and 
thirty ; the towns themfolvcs are inconfiderablc villages : hojvever, they fend members 
to the affembly, in the whole about feventy. The nuk ibcr of inhabitants* with Negroes, 
and Indians, of which in this province there are feveral hundreds, amounts to 35,000. 
As the province affords but few commodities for exportation ; horfes, provifions, and 
an inconfiderable quantity of grain, with fpermaceti candles, being the chief articles; 
they are obliged to Connecticut, and the neighbouring colonies, for raoft of their traffic ; 
and by their moans they carry on an extenfive trade. Their inode of coninierce is 
this ; they trade to Great Britain, Holland, Africa, the Weft Indies, and the neighbour- 
ing colonics; from each of which places they import the following articles : from Great 
Britain, dry goods; from Holland, money; from Africa, Haves; from the Weft Indies, 
I’ugars, coffee, and inolafles ; and from the neighbouring colonies, lumber and provi- 
fions : and with what they purchafe in otic place they make their returns in another. 
Thus with the money they get in Holland, they pay their merchants in London ; the 
fugars they procure in the Weft Indies, they carry to Holland ; the flaves they fetch 
from Afvica they fend to the Weft Indies, together with lumber and provifions, which 
they get from the neighbouring colonies : the rum that they diftil they export to Africa ; 
and with the dry goods, which they purchafe in London, they traffick in the neigh- 
bouring colonics. By this kind of circular commerce they fubfift and grow rich. They 
have befidcs thefe fume other inconfidcrabh; branches of trade, but nothing worth men- 
tioning. They have very few manufattures ; they diftil rum and make fpermaceti 
candles ; but in the article of dry goods, they are far behind the people of New York 
and Perd'ylvania. 

The government of this province is iulirely dernocratical; every officer, except the 
collertor of the cuftoms,bcingappointed, I believe, either immediately by the people, or 
by the general aftenibly. The people chufe annually a governor, lieutenant-governor, 
and ten aftiftants, which conftituie an upper-houJ'e. The rcprel'entatives, or lovvcr- 
liouro, a.'2 elcfled every half year. 'I'hcle jointly have the appohitinent el 
all oilier public oflicers, (except the recorder, treafurer, and attorney-general, 
which are appointed likewife annually by the people) both military and civil; 
are inveltcd with the powers of legillation, of regulating the militia, and of 
performing all other a< 3 :s of government. The governor has no, negative?, but votes 
with the alliftants, and in calc of an equality has a cafting voice. Thcallembly, or two 
houfes united, are obligv’il to fit immediately after each ele^limi ; at Newport in the 
funimer, and in the winter alternately at Providence and South Kiiigfton in Narraganfet : 
they adjourn themfelvcs, but may be called together, notwith (landing fueh adjournment, 
upon any urgent occafion by the governor. No alliftantj'br reprefeutativc,.is allowed 
any falary or pay for his attendance or fcrvice. 


.There 
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There are feveral courts of judicature. The alTembly nonjinates annually fo many 
juftices for each t9wnlhip, as are deemed neceffary. Thefe have power to join people 
in matrimony, and to exercife other ads of autjiority ufually granted to this order of 
magiArates. Any two of thpm may hear caufes*concerning frnall debts and trefpafles ; 
and three may try cnminals for thefts, not exceeding ten pounds currency. , Appeals 
in civil caufes are allowed to the inferior courts of common-pleas ; in criminal ones to 
the fel&ons of the peace ; and in thefe the determinations are final. — ^The fellions arc 
held in. each county twice everj' yewr by five or more juAices ; they adjudge all matters 
relating to the prelervation of the peace, and the punifhmcnt of criminals, except in 
cafes of death. Appeals are allowled from this court, in all caufes that have originated 
in it, to the fuperior one.— rl’he irterior courts of common-pleas fit twice every year in 
each county, and are held by thrgC' or more juAices. They take cognizance of all civil 
caufes whatfoever, triable at common law ; and if any one thinks himl'elf aggrieved lure, 
he may appeal to the fuperior one ; which is held alfo annually twice in each county, by 
three judges, and which cxercifcs all the authority of a court of king’s bench, common- 
picas, and exchequer, 'fhe dernier refort is to the King in council, but this only in 
cafes of 300I. value, new tenor. The people have the power of pardoning criminals, 
except in cafes of piracy, murder, or high treafon ; and then it is doubted whetlur they 
can even reprieve. 

There is no eAablifhcd form of religion here ; but churph of England men, ijide- 
pendents, quakers, anabaptlAs, Moravians, Jews, and aii other feds whatfoever, have 
liberty to exercife their feverai profelfions. 'The Ibciety for the propagation of the 
gofpcl fends only four mifiionnries. 

Arts and fciences are ahnoA unknown, cxc(‘pt to fome few individuals ; and there arc 
no public feminaries of learning; nor do the Rhode Iflandgrs in general feein to n;gret the 
want of them. The inAitution of a library fociety, which has lately taken place, may 
poffibly in time produce a change in thefe matters. 

The charader of the Rhode Wanders is by no means engaging, or amiable : a cir- 
cumAance principally owing to their form of government. I'hcir men in power, 
from the highcA to the loweA, are dependent upon the people, and frequently ad 
wi^out that Arid regard to probity and honour, which ought invariably to influ- 
ence and dired mankind. The private people arc cunning, deceitful, and felfifh : they 
live almoA entirely by unfair and illicit trading. I’heir magiArates are partial and cor- 
rupt : and it is folly to exped jullicQ in their courts of judicature ; for he, who has the 
greateA influence, is generally found to have the falrcA caufc *. Were the governor 
to interpofe his authority, were he to ref'ufc to grant flags of truce t, or not to wink at 

f abufes : 

« ' 


• The form of tlicir judicul nail), or affirmation (fays Douglas, m In’s fummary), docs not invoke the 
judgments of the oinnircient God, who Icei: in IVcrcl, but only upon peril of the penalty of peijnry.— This 
does not feern (adds llic fan ^ uinhor in a T;ole) to be a faertd or folcmn oatli, and inav be illiillnited by the 
ftory of two profligate thieve;’ ; one of them had ftolen fomelhiug. arid told his friend of it : well, fays his 
friend, but did any hotly fee you ? No ; then, fays his friend, it is yours as much as if you had bought it 
witli yout money. Vol. ii. p 95, 

f It was ufual during the late war for feveral governors in North America, on receiving a pecuniary con- 
iidtratinn, to grant to ihe merchants flags of truce; by whiclt tliey were licenfed to go to the brench Weft 
Indian iCdnd;;, in order to cxcharigyprifoncrs. The real fcope aiiddtfign of the voyage was, to carry on a 
prohibited trade with the French, and to fuppiy them with llorcs and provifions. Two or'tbree prifoners’ 
were fuilicitiii to Vover the dtflgn ; and in order to have a (lore in readinefs, they feldom carried more, liy 
this abufe both governoroand nici chants acquired great riches. Very |•lau^ibl^: arguments Indeed might he 
adduced againf. prohibiting, or even reftrainiiig a commerce of that iraturc : but as the wlfdom govern-. 
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abafes ; he would at the expiration of the year be excluded from his office, the only thing 
perha|)S which he has to fubfift upon. Were the judges to aft with impartiality, and 
to decide a caufe to the prejudice or d ^advantage of any great or popular leader, they 
would probably never be re-elc£led ; iftdccd, they are inci\pable in general of determin- 
ing the merits of a fuit, for they are exceedingly illiterate, and, where they have nothing 
to make them partial, are managed alnioft intirely By the lawyers. In Ihort, to give 
an idea of the wretched Hate of this colony, it has happened more than once, that a 
perfon has had fufficient influence to procure a frefli, eraiffion of paper-money, fulely to 
defraud his creditors for having perhaps borrowed tu'confiderable fum of money, when 
the difference of exchange has been 1200 per cent, he has afterward, under fandtion of 
the law, repaid only the faifte nominvtl fum in r^ew currency, when the difference has 
amounted perhaps to 2500 per cent. — Such alas ! is fne fituation and cflaraclcr of this 
colony. It is needlefs, after this, to obferve that it is in a very declining ftate ; for it is 
impoffible that it fhoiilJ profper under fuch abufes. Its Well Indian trade has dimi- 
niflied ; owing indeed, in Ibme meafure, to the other colonies having entdred more 
largely into this lucrative branch of commerce : it has loll during the war, by the enemy, 
above 150 veffels : its own privateers, and it has generally had a great many, have had 
very ill fuccefs : having kept up a regiment of provincial troops, it has alfo been loaded 
with taxes, and many of the people have been oppi-effed by the mode of collcding 
ihenj : for, the affcmbly having determined the quota of each townfliip, the inhabitants 
have been affeffed by the town-council *, confilling of the affiftants refiding there, the 
julticcs of the town, and a few freeholders elected annually by the freemen ; and thefe 
have been generally partial in their affeffments, as miift necefl’arily happen under a com- 
bination of fuch circumllances.— After having faid fo much to the difadvantage of this 
colony, I fliould be guilty of injullice and ingratitude, were I not to declare that there 
are many worthy gentlemen in it, who lee the misfortunes of their country, and lament 
them ; who are fenfiblc that they arife from the wretched nature of ilio government, 
and wifli to have it altered ; who are courteous and polite ; kind and hofpitable to 
ftrangers ; and capable of great acts of gcncrofity and goodnei's, as I myfelf experienced 
during a very fevere fit of ficknefs which 1 lay under at this place. — The paper-money 
here is as bad as it is pofliblc to be j the diflercncc of exchange being at leall 
2500 per cent. 

The 4th of September 1 took leave of Newport, and having croffed over the river at 
Brill ol-fcrry, where it is about a mile broad, and two other inconfiderable ferries, 1 
arrived in the evening at Providence. This is tlie chief town of what w^s formerly 
called Provitlcnce Plantation in Narraganfet, and is at prelent the lecond conliderablc 
town In the province of Rhode Illand. It is fituated upon a pretty large river, anti is 
diftaht from Newport about thirty miles. In tiie niurning 1 let out for Bofton, and 


ment did tliink fr, nud probably with befterTtnfou, In fuibiV. it ; noibipig could cxifiifc llic corrupt and mcr- 
cenwy fpirit of ibolV governors, who [jji fumed to coriuivc at and eucourage it — Thtt honourable* Francis 
FauqiiiLi, litutcnant-govcrii;.T ot Virginia, who, amongrt lomc ftw oilicrs, ticvct could be prevailed upon to 
countenance it, refufed at one tin e an offer of luar 200I for the gnnt of a p;.i mit to make a finglc voyage. 

'* I' acn tovvnfhip is inanagcd by a town ooiinvil, confiUIng of tlit iiililiants who relide in tliC town, the 
jiilliccs of the town, and fix frcchtildera chofen annually by the lici.nu ;. the town ; the major part of them 
is a quorum/ with full jiower to maiiagc ilie ailairs and inttrcll of the town to which they rcfpcftivrly 
belong, to grant licences to public houfes : and area prob te ofrice for proving wills, and granting adminif- 
iratioii, with appeal to governor and council, as fupremc ordinary. Douglases Summary, Vol. ii. j). 85. 
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orrivcd there about fun*fety after a journey of five and forty miles. The countiy^ which 
I travelled over, is chiefly grazing ground, laid out into neat inclofiires, furrounded 
with ftone walls, and rows of pfeudo acacia locuit-trees, which are faid with their 
leaves to manure and fertilise the land. 1 paffed over a beautiful^ fall of yater in 
Pahtucket river, upon a bridge, which is buiU directly over it.^ The fall is about 
twenty feet high, through feveral chafins in a rock, which runs diametrically crofs it, 
and ferves as a dam to hold up the water. There are two or" three mills, which have 
|>?en evefted for the advantage ok having the diflerent fpouts or ftreams of water con- 
duced to their refpeCive wheels, i 1‘hde have taken very much from the beauty of 
die feene ; which would otherwifeibe tranfcendently elegant ; for the fall, though not 
large or upon a great fcale, is by) far the molt roraantic^and piCurefque of any that 1 
met with in my tour. jt 

During the courfe of my ride from Newport, I obferved prodigious 'flights of wild 
pigeons : they direfted their courfc to the fouthward, and the hcrailphcrc was never 
intirely free from them. They are birds of paflage, of beautiful plumage, and are ex- 
cellent eating. The accounts given of their numbers are almoft incivdiblc ; yet they 
are fo well attefled, and the opportunities of proving the truth of them are lo frequent, 
as not to admit of their being called in queftion. Towards evening they generally 
fettle upon trees, and fit one upon another in Inch crowds, asfometimes to break down, 
the largeft branches. The inhabitants, at fuch times, go out with long poles, and knock 
numbers of them on the head upon the rooft ; for they are either lb fatigued by their 
flight, or terrified by the obfcuiaiy of the night, that they will not move, or take wing, 
without fome great and uncommon noife to alarm them. I met w'ith fcarcely any other 
food at the ordinaries where I put up : and during their flight, the common people fub- 
fill alinofl wholly upon them. . 

fioflon, the metropolis of MalTachufets-Bay, in New England, is one of the largefl: 
and moll flouriflting towns in North America. It is fituated upon a peninfula, or rather 
an ifland joined to the continent by an illhmus or narrow neck of land half a mile in 
length, at the bottom of a fpacious and noble harbour, defended from the fea by a 
number of fmall iflands. The length of it is nearly two miles, and the breadtit of it half a 
oi^; and it is luppofed to contain 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. At the 
cira^ncc of the harbour Hands a very good light-houfe; and upon an ifland, about a league 
from the town, a confiderabic caftlc, mounting near 150 cannon: there are fcyeral 
good batteries about it, and one in particular very flrong, built by Mr. Shirley. 1 here 
arc alfo tvvp batteries in the town, for 1 6 or 20 guns each j but they are not, I believe, 
of any force. '1 he buildings in Boflon are in general good ; the ftreets kre open and 
fpjicious, and well paved ; and the wliole has much the air of fome 01 our befl: county 
tow'ns in England. — The country round about it is exceedingly delightful ; and from a 
hill, which Hands clofe to the town, where there is a beacon to alarm tbe neighbourhood 
in cafe of any furprizc, is one of the fineH profpefts, the moH beautifully variegated, 
and richly grouped,, of any without exception that I have ever fecn. 

The chief public buildings are, three churches ; thirteen or fourteen meeting-hou 5 ?s ; 
the governor’s palace ; the court-houfe, or exchange ; Faneuils-hall ; a Hnen-manufac- 
turing-houfe ; a work-houfe j a bridewell ; a public granary ; and very fine wharf, at 
ieaH half a mile long, undertt^en at the expcnce of a number of private gentlemen, for 
the advantage of unloading afid loading velTels. MoH of thefe buildings are handfome : 
the church, csillcd King’s Chapel, is exceedingly elegant; and fitted up in the Corin- 
thian tjHc. There is alfo an elegant private concert-room, highly finiflicd in the Ionic 

» manner. 
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mEniler.T-I Md reafon to think the fituation of Bofton unhealthy, at leail: in this f^on 
of the year } as there were frequent fun^ls every night during ray ftay there. 

The fituation of the province of MafTa^iufets Bay, including the difiridt of Plymouth*, 
is between the 4ifl: and 43d degree of north latitude, and about 72 degrees weft longi- 
tude. The climate, foil, natural produtc, and improved flate of it, are much the fern ** 
as of Rhode Ifland^ It is divided into counties and towplhips f ; and each townfliip, if it 
contains forty freeholders ’J, has a(^right to fend a meiaber to the aflembly 5, the pre- 
fent number of reprefcntatives '^Btounts to between 130 and 140; of which Boftotf 
fends four. : 

The number of fouls in this.province is fuppofed to amount to 200,000; and 40,000 
of them to be capable of bearing arms. They caVry on a confiderablc yaffic, chiefly 
in the manner of the Rhode Iflandcrs ; but have fom6 jnaterial articles for exportation, 
which the Rhode Illanders have not, except in a very trilling degree; thefeare fait, 
filh and veflels. Of the latter they build annually a great number, and fen 4 them, 
laden with cargoes of the former, to Great Britain, where they fell them. They clear 
out from Bofton, Salem, Marblehead, and the dilFercnt ports in this province, yearly, 
about ton of Ihipping. Exclufive of thefc articles, their manufaftures are not 
large ; thofe of fpirits, filh-oil, and iron, are, 1 believe, the moft confiderablc. They 
fabricate beaver-hats, which they fell for a moidore a-piece ; and fome years ago they 
creded a manufadory, with, a defign to encourage the Irilh fettlers to make linens ; 
but at the breaking out of the war the price of labour was enhanced fo much thaft it 
was impoflible to carry it on. Like the reft of the colonies they alfo endeavour to 
make woollens ; but they have not yet been able to bring them to any degree of per- 
fedion ; indeed, it is an article in which I think they will not eafily fucceed ; “for the 
American* wool is not only coarfe, but in comparifon of the Englilh, exceedingly Ihort, 
Upon the beft inquiry I could make, I was not able to difeover that any one had ever 
feen a ftaplc of American wool longer than feven inches ; whereas in the counties of 
Lincoln and Leicefter, they are frequently twenty-two || inches long. In the fouthem 
colonics, at leaft in thofe parts where I travelled, there is fcarcely any herbage^ ; and 
whether it is owing to this, or to the exceffive heats, I am ignorant, the wool is fhort 
amd hairy. The northern colonies have indeed greater plenty of herbage, but are for 
forae months covered with fnow ; and without a degree of attention and care in houfing 
the fheep, and guarding them againft accidents, and wild beads, which would not 
eafily be cotnpenfated, it would be very difiicult to increafe their numbers to any great 
amount. Th^ Americans feem very confeious of this fad, and notwitbftanding a very 

• Sagadahoc and the Main, very large terntories, lying north of New Hampfhire, belong alfo to tho 
province of Maffacliufcts Bay; they were annexed to it by the new, ^charter of 1691. The Main forma 
on: county called the county of Yorkj and fends three members to the council ; Sagadahoc, which is^an* 
nexed to it, fends one. 

+ Townfhips arc generally fix miles fquare, and divided into fixty-thrcc equal lots, viz. one lot for the 
firft fettled miniftcr as inheritance, one lot for the roiniftry as glebe-lands, one lot, for the benefit of a 
fchool ; the other fixty lots to fixty perfona or families, who, with.'n five years fr^ the grant, are to cre£l 
a dw^iTig-houfe, and clear feven acres of laira, fit for mowing or ploughing, Sic. 

By the charter, every freeholder fliould polTefs ^0$, freehold, or 50I. perfoHal eftate ; but 1 belieye 
this article has not been fh i, 5 lly adhered to. ^ 

§ Every town, containing forty freeholders, has a right” to fi nd a member to the aflembly, but is 
not abfolutely obliged” to do fo, unlefs it contains eighty freeholders. '• 

II The common average length, I am told, is about fixteen inches. ^ 

.1 fpoak of the country in general ; in particular fpots^ as at Greenway Courts the herbage is very 
gne and luxuriant. • 

VOL. XIII. 5 ® 


fevere 



74$ BURNABY*S TRAVILB IN NORTK AKBRICA* 

fevere prohibition, contrive to procure from England every year a confiderahJe 
number of rams, in order to improve and npultiply the breed. What the lands be> 
yond the Alleghenny and upon the banks of (the Ohio may be, 1 do not know ; they 
axe laid to be very rich : but the climate, I believe, is not lefs fevere ; and T think, 
npon collating different accounts« that the fevei^ty of heat and cold is not much abated 
by cultivation. The air becoqf^ drier and more wholefome, in proportion as the 
woods are cut down, and the grhund is cleared and^li^ltivated ; bur the cold is not lefs 
»*piercing, nor the fnow lefs frequWit. 1 think theremi} upon the whole, that America, 
though it may with particular catf*e and attention, produce finali quantities of tolerably 
good woolj will yet never be able to produce it in fuch plenty and of fuch a quality as 
to ferve for t^e nece0iHry<:onfun ption of its inhabitants. 

The government of this province is lodged in the hands of a governor or lieutenant- 
governor, appointed by the king ; a counfel of twenty-eight perfons chofen annually, 
with the governor’s approbation, by the general affembly * ; and a houfe of reprefen- 
tativesf annually elected by the freeholders. The governor commidions all the 
militia, and other military officers ; and, with confent of the council, alfo nominates 
and appoints all civil officers, except thofe that are concerned in the revenue. He 
calls and adjourns the affembly, and has in every refpeft a very exteniive authority. 
His falary, with perquifites, amounts to about i,3ooL llerling per year. The go tremor 
and council together have the probate of wills, and the power of granting adminiflratious 
and< divorces. 

There are feveral courts of judicature. All actions under twenty ffiillings fterling 
are cognizable by a jufticc ot peace, from whofe determination there lies an appeal 
to the inferior county-court of common-pleas ; and from hence to the fuperior pro- 
vincial court in its circuits, which is alfo a court of oyer and terminer in criminal affairs, 
and is held by a chief juftice and fome affiflant judges. In this court, if the determina- 
tion is not fatisfaflory, a rehearing of the caufe may be had with a different jury | ; 
and even, by petition to the general affembly, a fecond rehearing : the dernier rcfitrt is 
to His Majefty’s council, but this is only in cafes of 300I. fterling value ; and the appeal 
muft be made withm fourteen days after judgment. 

ifThe eftablifhed religion here, as in all the other provinces of New England, is that of 
the congregationalifts ; a religion different in fome trifling articles, though none very 
material, from the Pr^ytcrian. There are, befldes thefe however, great numbers of 
people of different perfuaiions, particularly of the religion of the church of England, 
which feems to gain ground, and to become more fafhionable every day, A church 
has been lately ere£ted at Cambridge, within fight of the college, v/hich has greatly 
idaimed the congregationalifts, who confider it as the moft fatal ftroke that could pof- 
fibly have been levelled at theh* religion. The building is elegant, and the minifter of 
it (the reverend Mr. Apthorpe,) is a young man of fhining parts, great learning, and 
pure and engaging manners ||. 

* They are chofen b]^%>e new reprefentativcB, and the laft year’s counfellors ; fo that each counfellor 
has a Tote in his own re-eledion. The governor has a negative to every counfellor’t eledion, without 
Being obliged to affign a reafon. 

t l^ch reprefentative muft be refident in the townfbip for which he is eleded ; he muft allb have a 
l^nrality of votes refpcding the nymberof voters, and notin compsrifon only of the other candidates ; he 
IS paid for his attendance and fcrvices, and fubicA to a fine if he neglcAs them* 

J Junes ares«l believe^ appointed partly by Tot. and partly by rotation. 

I This gentleman^ 1 have heard, afterward met with fo much oppofition andjperfecution from^the con- 
gregati>^ifts> that be was obliged to refign his cure, to quit the colony, and has fince lived in England 
upon a livingi (1 believe in Surry,) which was given him by the late Arebbilhop Seeker* 
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; Arts ahd iciences Teem to have made a greater progrefs here than in any other part of 
America. Harvard college has been fouqded above a hundred years ; and althottgli it 
is not upon a perfed plan, yet it has produced a very good effefl. The arts are un* 
deniably forwarder in Maifachufets Bay, than either in Pcnfylvania or New iTork. - 
The public buildings are more elegant ; luid there is a» more general turn for muhe» ’ 
painting, and the belles lettres. 

The chara&er of the inhabitants of this province is|tnoch improved, in comparifon 
of what it was ; but puritanifm and a fpirit of perfeciition is not yet totally eRtinguiihed.i^‘ * 
The gentry of both fexes are hofpitable and good*'t;atu *ed ; there is an air of civility in 
their behaviour, but it is conftrained by formality anq^precifenefs. Even the women, 
though eafinefs of carriage is peculiarly chara£terifl:!c O ' their nature, appcj^r here with 
more ftiffnefs and referve than in the other colonies. They are formed with Tymme* 
try, are handfome, and have fair and delicate complexions ; but are faid univerfally,. 
and even proverbially, to have very indifferent teeth. 

The lower clafs of the people are more in the extreme of this charadter ; and which 
is conftantly mentioned as Angularly peculiar to them, are impertinently curious and 
inquilicive. I was told of a gentleman of Philadelphia, who, in travelling through 
the provinces of New England, having met with many impertinences from this extra* 
ordinary turn of charadter, at length fell upon an expedient almoll as extraordinary, 
to get rid of them. He had obferved, when he went into an ordinmy *, that every 
individual of the ffiraily had a queffion or two to propofe to him, relative to his hiftory, 
and that, till each was fatislied, and they had conferred Rnd compared together thdr 
information, there was no poilibility of procuring any refrefliment. He th^fote 
the moment he went into any of thefe places, inquired for the mailer, the miflrefs, 
the fons, the daughters, the men-fervants and the maid*fervants j and having aflembled 
them all together, he began in this manner ; “ Worthy people, I am B. F t. of Phi* 

adelphia, by trade a ■, and a bachelor j I have fome relations at Bofton, to 

whom I am going to make a vifit ; my (lay will be fliort, and I (liall then return and 
follow my bufinefs, as a prudent man ought to do. This is all I know of myfelf, and 
all I can poffibly inform you of j I beg therefore that you will have pity upon me and 
my horfe, and give us both forne refreihment.’* 

Singular Atuations and manners wili be produdlive of Angular cuiloms, but frequently 
fuch as upon flight examination may appear to be the eftefts of mere groflhrfs of cha* 
raAer, will, upon deeper refearch, be found to proceed from Amplicity and innocence. 
A very extraojdinary method of courtibip, which is Ibmetimes pra£lifed amongil the 
lower people of this province, and is called tarrying, has given occaAon to this 
refleflion. When a man is enamoured of a young woman, and wiihes to marry her,* 
he propofes the affair to her parents, (without whole confiait no marriage in this colony 
can take place); if they have no objeaion, they allow him to tarry with her one 
night, in order to make his court to her. At their ufual time the old couple retire 
to bed, leaving the young ones to fettle matters as they can ; whO| after having fate 
up a& long as they think proper, get into bed together alfo, but without pulling off 
their under garments, in order to prevent fcandal. If the parties agree, it is all very 
well ; the banns are publiflied, and they are married without delay. If not they part, 
and poffibly never fee each other again; unlefs, which is ap accident that feldom hap- 
pens, the forfaken fair-one prove pregnant, and then the man is obliged to marry her, 

under pain of excommunication t. 

* .The 

• _ . 

• Innn arc fo called in America* ^ t Benjamin Franklin. 

4: A grnticinau ft>mc lime ago traTcIIiog U]^n the froniicri of Virginia, where thore arc few fcitlcmcnta, 
was obliged to take m his quarters one eveniiifr at a miferahk of a nc^ro or 
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TTje province of Maflachufets Bay, has been for feme years paft* I beKeve, rather 
on the decline# Its inhabitants have loft fetferal branches of trade, which they are net 
likely to recover again. They formerly ^ipplied not only Conne^icut, but other 
parts of the continent, >»ith dry goods, and received fpecie in return; but fince the 
introdu£lion of paper currency they have been deprived of great part of this coniincrce. 
Their lliip trade is confiderably decreafed, owing to their not having been fo careful 
in the conftruftion of veffels las formerly ; their fifheries* too have not been equally 
” fuceefsful : they have had alfo ’a confiderablc number of provincial troops t in pay 
during the courfe of the prcfmit war, and have been burthened with heavy taxes. 
Thefe have been laid upon eft/tosreal and pcrfonal. Sonic merchants in Boftoii, I 
have been qredibly informed, jiavc paid near 400I. ftcrling annually. — AiTcOments 
are made by particular officers, who, with the felect men, conftables, overfeers, and 
.feveral others, arc elefted annually by the freemen, for the dirediou and management 
of each particular townfhip. 

There is lefs paper money in this colony than in any other of America ; the ciurent 
coin is chiefly gold and filver; and Boftonis the only place, I believe, where there ever 
was a mint to coin money. 

I was told of a very impolitic law in force in this province, which forbids any mafter 
or commander of a velTel, to bring ftrangers into the colony, without giving fecuiity 
that they fhall not become chargeable to it. 

However, notw'ithftanding what has beeq faid, Maffachufets Bay is a rich, populous, 
and well-cultivated province.' 

1 cannot take leave of it without relating a very extraordinary ftory, communicated 
to me by perfons of undoubted credit, as it further tends to illuftrate the cliara£icr and 
manners of its inhabitants. , . ' 

Some years ago, a commander of one of His Majefty’s fhips of war being ftationed 
at this place, had orders to cruife from time to time, in order to protcQ our trade and 
diftrefs the enemy. It happened unluckily that he returned from one of his cruifes 
on a Sunday ; and as he had left his lady'at Bofton, the moment fhe heard of tiie Ihip's 
arrival, ftie haftened down to the water’s fide, in order to receive him. The captain on 
landing, embraced her w’ith tendernefs and aifedion ; this, as there were feveral 
fpe£tators by, gave great offence, and was confxdered as an aft of indecency, and a 
flagrant profanation of the Sabbath. The next day, therefore, he was fummoned 
beiore the maglftrates, who with many fevere rebukes and pious exhortations, ordered 
him to be publickly whipped. I'he captain ftifled his indignation and 7efentinent as 
much as poffible, and as the puniflimenr, from the frequency of it,, was not attended 
jwith any great degree of ignominy or difgrace, he mixed with the beft company, was 
well received by them, and they were apparently good friends. At length the time 
of the ftation expired, and he was recalled ; he went, therefore, with feeming concern 


twoii the Family confifted of a man and his wife, and one daughter about fixtten years of age. Being 
fatigued, he prefently deiired them to fltew him where he was to fleep ; accordingly they pointed to a bed 
in a corner of the room where they were fitting. The gentleman was a little embarmlTed. but being 
exceffively weary, he retired, Iia^f undrelfed himfelf, and got into bed. After fomi; time the old 
gentlewoman came to bed to him, after her the old geotleman, and lalt of all the young lady; , lliis, in 
a iMuntry excliftled from all civilized fociely, could only proceed from fimplicity and innocence ; and indeed 
it is a'\jr^oc*’al and true obfervation tbSt forms and obfcrvanccs become necelTary, anif are attended to, in 
prOM^ion as manners become corrupt, and it it found expedient to guard againft -vice, and that defigP' and' 
dupucimitof charafter, which, from the nature of things, will ever previui in large aud cultivated focicties. 
t Blplls.cn fix and (even thoufand, 1 believe. 


to 


BtTRNABY*8 TRATELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 749 

to take leave of hi8 worthy friends, and that they might fpcnd one ihoiie hapi>iy day 
together before then* final reparation, h^ invited the principal magiflfrates and lel^^ 
men to dine with him oyi board his Ihip,* on the day of his departure. They accejN^ 
the invitation, and nothing could be more joyous and convivial than the entertahi- 
ment whidh he gave them. At length the fatal moment arrived that was to feparate 
them ; the anchor was apeak, the fails were unfurl^, and nothing was wanting but 
the fignal to get under way *. The captain, after tjl&n^ an affeftionate leave of hi^^ 
worthy friends, accompanied them upon deck, where tne boatfwmn and crew were* 
in readinefs to receive them. He there thanked then^ afrelli for the civilities they had 
Ihown him, of which he faid, he (hotild retain an, etc mal remembrance, and to which 
he wilhed it had been in his power to have made a more adequate return.* One point of 
civility only remained to be adjufted between them, which, as it was in his power, fo he 
meant moft fully to recompenl'e to them. He then reminded them of what had pafTed, 
and ordering the crew to pinion them, had them brought one by one to the gang-way, 
where the boatfvvain dripped off their fhirts, and with a cat>of-nine-tails laid on the 
back of each forty ftripes fave one. They were then, amidff the Ihouts and acclama- 
tions of the crew, fhoved into their boats ; and the captain immediately getting under 
way, failed for England f. 

The 1 2th of Oilober I embarked on board Elis Majefty*s fhip the Winthefter, 
of fifty guns, Captain Male* commander, for the river Pifeataqua, in New Hampfhhre; 
and we came to an anchor there the next*day, after a pleafant paffage. 

The capital of this province is Portfmouth, which is fituated upon the river ; it .is an 
inconfidcrablc place, and chiefly built of wood. Very little can be faid of the province 
of New , Hampihire, materially different from what has been faid of Maffachufets. 
Bay. — The climate, produce, trade, government, religion, and manners of it are 
much the fame. — There are fuppofed to be about 40,000 inhabitants, 3 , 000 militia, 
and 6 or 700 provincial troops. — There are only two miffionaries of the church of 
England, and one of thefe has lately applied to be removed to Rhode Ifland. — The 
chief articles far exportation are fifli, cattle, (hips, of which they annually build near 
200, and malls for the royal navy. Thefe are made of the white pine, and are, I 
believe, the fineft in the world, many of them being forty yards long, and as many 
inches in diameter. They never cut them down but in times of deep fnow, as it would 
be impoflible in any other fcafon to get them down to the river. When the trees are 
fallen, they yoke feventy or eighty pair of oxen, and drag them along the fnow. It 
is exceedingly difficuU to put them firfl: into motion, which they call raifing them ; 
and when they have once affecled this, they never ftop upon any account wnatfoever 
till they arrive at the water’s fide. Frequently fome of the oxen are taken ill, upon 
which they immediately cut them out of the gears, and are fometimes obliged, I was 
told, to dellroy five or fix pair of them. — The forefts where thefe malls grow are 
referved to the crown, . whicljf. appoints a furveyor of them, who is commonly the 
governor of this province. This is not the only expedient employed by government 
for'the prefervationjof fuch trees as may be of ufe for the royal navy j for there is an a£l 
of parliament, 1 believe, which prohibits under pain of certain fines and penalties, the 

* Thu is nfually written " under weigh:” but I am extremely, doubtful of the propriety of the 
plirafe. _ _ ■ ■ ' 

This ftory has lately appeared in one of the Englifli Newfpapers, told with much Uhmour, and with 
fome difference r«ff)e<£ling the, occaiiOn and mode of the captain’s puniihment. The author canijot take 
’ upon hirofelf to fay which account may be moft exa&, but he has chofen to abide by that which he heard 
at Botlon. They' either of them ferve to ebatadterize the people, and to anfwer the author’s purpofe in 
{elating it. 

ruttiuf* 
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cuuiqg down ordeftroying of any white pine<'tfi^ of fpM:ilied dimeQ0Qn8, not grow^^ 
within the boundaries of any townihip, withoit His Majelfy’Ss licence* in any of the 
provinces of New England* New York, or»New Jerfey; a reltri^a abfolutek 
necclTary* whether confideitd as fccuring a provifion for the navy* or as a cheCK 
upon that very deftrudive pradiica taken from the Indians* of iire>hunting. it ufed to 
be the cuftom'for large companies to go into the woods in thp winter* and to fet Are 
to the bru(h and underwoud in a |circTe of feveral miles. This circle gradually con* 
tVadting itfelf* the deer* and other wild animals inclofed, naturally retired from the 
flames* till at length they got hercfed together in a very fmall compafs. Then blinded 
and fufibcated by the fmoke* anii fcorched by the fire* which every moment came 
nearer to them* they forced their way* under the greatell trepr ’ation and difinay* 
through the flames ; and were ne fooner got into the open day-light again, than they 
were fliot by the hunters, who flood without, and were in readinels to fire upon 
them. —■•The trees included within the circle* although not abfoiutely burnt down* 
were fo dried and injured, that they never vegetated any more ; and as the fire did 
• not only contradt itfelf inwardly* but dilated allu outwardly* and fometimes continued 
burning for feveral weeks, till rain, or fome accidental circumflance put it out ; it is 
incredible what injury and devaflation it occafiuned in the woods. — 1 was once a 
fpedator of a fimilar fire in Virginia, which had happened through accident. Nothing 
could be more awful and tremendous than the fight. It * was of great extent, and 
bumM feveral weeks before the inhabitants could fubduc it. They eflefled it at lafl 
by cutting away the underwood*, in wide and long avenues, to leeward of the fire* by 
which it was deprived of the means of communicating or fpreading any farther. •— In 
Virginia (and I believe the other colonics), there is an cxprels afl of aflembly* paflfed in 
the 12 th year oi his late Majelty, to forbid this pradice; 

The pi^ovince of New Hampihire, 1 was informed at Portfmouth, has grown rich 
during the war, by the lois of us own vefiels, they having been commonly tnfured 
above value. 

The currency here is extremely bad, not better than that in Rhode liland. 

J laving travelled over Jo large a trad of this vafl continent* before I bid a final 
well to it* 1 mufl beg the reader’s indulgence, while I flop for a moment, and as it 
were from the top of a high eminence, take one general retrofpedive look at the 
whole. ’ An Idea, flrange as it is vifionary, has entered into the minds of the 
generality of mankind, that empire is travelluig weflward ; and every one is looking 
forward with eager and impatient expedation to that delfint-d moment, when America is 
to give law to the reft of the world. But if ever an idea was illufory^d fallacious* I 
gift fully perfuaded that this will be fo. • 

America is formed for happlnefs* but not for empire: in a courfe of 1*200 miles 
1 did not fee a Angle objed that folicited charity* but 1 faw infuperable caufes of weak* 
nefs* which will necelTarily prevent its being a potent fta^ 

Our colonies may be diflinguilhed into the fouthemimd northern* feparated from 
each otho* by the Sufquehannah and that imaginary line which divides Maryland frbm 
Fenfylvania. 

1 he foutbern colonies have fo many inherent caufes of weaknefs that they never can 
poflefs any retd flrength. The climate operates very powerfully upon, them* and 
renders thenv indolent, inadive, and unenterprifing } thk is vifible in every line of 
* ibw charader. 1 myfelf have beena fpedator* and it is not an uucomynon fight of a 
man ttf ibr vigoiv of life* lying upon a couch, and a female flaye 4^an4ing over him* • 
waftilig' odl' the fii s* stud fanning nim* while he took his rqx)fe» 

12 
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The'fouthem colonies (Maryland^ which is the fraalleft and moft inconiiderable, alone 
excepted) will never be thickly feaied : fbr as they are not confined within determinate 
limits, but extend to the weftward indefinitely ; men, fooner than apply to laborious 
occupations, occupations militating with their difpt'fitions, and generally confidcred too 
as the inheHtance and badge of flavery, will gradually^ retire weftward, and fettle upon 
frelh lands, which arefaidalfo to be more fertile; wb(^re, by the fervitude of a negro 
'ttr two, they may enjoy all the fatisfaction of an eafy afid indolent independency : Jtencei 
the lands upon the coafi will of courfe remain thin of inhabitants. 

The mode of cultivation by flavery is another infirmountable caufe of wcakncfs. 
The number of negroes in the fouthern colonies is upon the whole nearly eq-.al, if not 
fuperior, to that of the white men ; and they propagate and increafe even faftar.—- Their 
condition is truly pitiable; their labour cxceflively hard,' their diet poor and ftanty, their 
treatment cruel and oppreffive: they cannot therefore but beafubjeft of terror to thofe 
who fo inhumanly tyrannize over them. 

The Indians near the frontiers are a ftill farther formidable caufe of fubjoftion. 
The fouthern Indians are numerous, and are governed by a founder policy CjUi. for- 
merly : experience has taught them wifdom. They never make war wiih the cuiunifis 
without carrying terror and devafiarion along with them. They fometimes break up 
intire counties together.— -Such is the ftate of the fouthern colonies. 

The northern colonies are of ftronger fiamina, but they have other difficulties.and 
dlfadvantages to firuggle with, not let arduous, or more eafy to be furmounted than 
what have been already mentioned. Their limits being defined, they will undoubtedly 
become exceedingly populous : for though men will readily retire back towards the 
frontiers Qf their own colony, yet they will not fo eafily be induced to fettle beyond 
them, where different laws and polities prevail ; and where, in Ihort, they are adifflrent 
people : but in proportion to want of territory, if we confider the propofitioa in a general 
and ab(lra£I light, will be want of power : but the n'lnhorn colonies have ftill more 
pofitive and real difadvantages to contend wirh. They are compofed of people of dif- 
ferent nations, diflbrent manners, differeni religions, and different languages. I'hey 
have a mutual jealoufy of each other, fomented by coafiderations of intereft, power, and 
afeenden^. Religious zeal too, like a fmothered fire, is fecretly burning in the hearts 
of the different fe^aries that inhabit them, and were it not reftrained by laws and fupe- 
rif>r authority, would foon burft out into a flame of univerfal perfecution. Even the 
peaceable quakers ftruggle hard for pre-eminence, and evince in a veiy ftriking 
manner that* the paflions of mankind are much ftronger than any principles of 
religion. ’ , 

The colonies, therefore, feparately confidered. are internally weak ; but it may be 
fuppofed. that by an union or coalition they would become ftrong and formidable : but 
an union feems almoft impoflible : one founded in dominion or power is morally fo : for, 
were not England to interference colonies themfelves fo well unde^ftand the policy of 
preferving a balance, that, I tnmk, they would not be idle fpe^tors, were any one of 
them' to endeavour to fubjugate its next neighbour. Indeed, it appears to me a very 
doubtful point, even fuppoung all the colonies of America to be united under one head, 
whether it would be poflible to keep-in due order and government fo wide and extended 
an empire ; the difficulties of commumcation, of intercourf^, of correfpondence, and all 
otuer circumftances confidered. • 

A voluntary aflociation or coalition, at leaft a permanent one, is almoft as difficult to 
be fqppofed : for fire and water are not more heterogeneous than the different colonies 

in 
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in North America. Nothing can eic«eed*|S^||P)^.s^d vhkh poiT^f J 

m regard to eadh other. The and vN|^ York 'have ah iiie%;V 

faauftible fource of animofity, in theil|pyuif j|br the^liye 

Bay and Rhode liland are^ot lefs interefted in that df<!:pnne<^£^t^^!^^ 

are a common fubjed of emulation to 1 ^em all. Even the Ihmts aw 

colony are a conftant iburce of l/t^ion. In fhort, fuch Is ^e dUfer^ice iof^^arader,, 

, pf manners, of region, of intei|c% of tlk different colonies, that I thmk» i£ I am not 
wholfy ignorant of the human mind, were they left to themfelves, there whuld foon 
be a dvil war, from one end of the continent to the other ; while the Indians 
and neigrpes would, with bctt^ reafon, impatiently watch the opportunity of cx> 
terminating tiiem all together. * 

After all, however, fuppoffing w'hat I firmly believe will never take place, a permanent 
tiiuon or alliance of all the colonies, yet it could not be effedual, or produdive of the 
event fuppofed } for fuch' is the extent of coaft fettled by the Ameridm colonies, that it 
can never be defended but by a maratirae power. America muff firff be miffrefs of the 
fea before Ihe can be independent or miffrefs of herfclf. Suppofe the colonies ever fo 
populous ; fuppofe them capable of maintmning 100,000 men conffantly in arms, (a fup> 
poution in the higheff degree extravagant), yet half a dozen frigates would, with eafe, 
ravage and lay waffe the whole country mm end to end, without a poffibility of their 
being able to prevent it; the country is fo interfeded by rivers, rivers of fuch 
ma^itude as to render it impoffiblc to build bridges over them, that all coratnunication 
is in a manner cut off. An aVmy under fuch circumffances could never ^ t^^y pur- 
pofe or effed ; its operations would be totally fruftrated. 

Further, a great part of the opulence and power of America depends upon her 
fiflieries, and her commerce with the Weff Indies ; .(he cannot fubfift without them ; 
but thefe would be intirely at the mercy of that power, which might have tliefoyereigniy 
of the feas. 1 conclude therefore, that England, fo long as Ihe maintains her 
fuperiority in that refped, will alfopoffefs a fuperiority in America ; bui the. moment 
ihe lofes the empire of the one, (he will be derived of the fovereigity: the other : 
for were that empire to be held by France, Holland, or any other powefyV. America, 
in all probability, be annexed to it. — ^New effablilhments ftmed in the interior 
parts of America, will not come under this predicament ; I ffiould thef^bfe think it 
the beff policy to enlarge the prefent colonies, but not to effablilh freffi ones; for to 
fuppofe interior colonies to be of ufe to the mother country, by being a check upon 
thole already fettled, is to fuppofe what is contrary to experience, and the nature 
of things, viz. that men removed beyond the reach of power will ful)brdmate to it. 

* Odobor 20. 1 embarked again on board the Winchefter, fi>r Eitgland: and 
arrived m Plymouth Sound the 2 iff of November, after a rough a ]|4 tfthpmltious 
voyage. 
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TO GUAXACA^ 


OF rUR SAME NiVE, IN THE KINGDOM 


or MEXICO. 


imWimpUlS JOSEPH TIIIERY DE MENONVILLE. 

de Parliament, and Butanifl. to the King, 


g to the minifter of His Majpfty at the 
I hid laid of naturalizing the nopal ani 


rcquihie 
In thhf'jS 
equally 
d(. u rini 
which 1 
the mod# 
dering 
ance to 
to Santo 
Havanu 
the C t])Q 
ihcle two 
In the 
veflel 
would 
the ula^, 
little int4 
I was^ 
by one < 
c\perie| 

Havann 
its vicm 
InftaJ 
I had f(( 
penencq 


receiving with his approbation of mv defign the~ 
I^made all ^ligence to put this plan in practice. 


head of the naval 
and cochineal infed in 
means 




lor Port-au-Pnnee, and ai rived Acre after a 
* 1 ^ lixty-fix days. Tired and difguited with tlie fw I 

lor ike fpace of a month or t>;io on fliore, a relaxation for 
"‘I^Med to me ncceilary towards my becoming acquainted with 
wr penetrating into the interior of the Spanilh territory bor* 
• 10 France, whence I expeded to End a more ready convey* 

I Honduras. Alieady had 1 formed fchemes for proceeding 
any rate, for fecking at the Cape an opportunity of reaching 
of the Alliento company, which pafs between that place aim 
•r llavia ; but I could not difguife from royfelf that wthfr of 
idcd with inconvenience. 

might experience a tedious delay by writing at the Cape tm a 
- Havannah. On the other hand, a journey to Santo Donungo 
Ifialues to an individual unacquainted either with the roadsor 
Wrim, and naturally alarmed by the accounts he recrived of the 
illh^ between the colonifts of the two na ,tinny t 
Ig ni opinion refpedUng the moft prudent plan to adopt, when, 
tortunafe events which, occafionally, in my travels. I was 6> hanov to 
as nriieved from all perplexity. • , 

* adietrdiMU of Poit<au*Prince was about to dirpateh a brigantine to 
recovering the cargo ofa vefM whkn bad beat wnckod bl 

llefs of the comforts I bggan to, enjoy in a country wAdeh 
\kci difr^ardUng the want even wwdt t phydinlhr ex. 
eelblved to avail mylelf of tUa ’iUpuzing, 

* The fame with Oaxaca, proaounced ’Hooah’.haca. 
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colour of the Airrounding ffa is a deep blue. The gneateft depth of water in this 
*' '"**'"’"* *“ * i { tAe fnlalleft craft dare venture to 

)k ikirts of this lhallow we faw diftinflly the 
there was Afteen fathoms water. We iinme* 
W. and faw a French veflel imitate us, We 
different tacks, Aril N. W. and then S. W., 





fame point, with lefs or greater violence : 
ed fellc during the night, or whether the Ihip 
the currents, we found ourlclvis three leagues 
$ilinguilhcd the veffel belonging to 
and by it a boat leaving a covt lu 

e the flioal ; in faft, after tai king, 
tonic, foul h<'"ucs below us. In tlic 
r view, but alter tlie lain the wind 

d blowing fioni the foutlwall, we di. 
e whole night we lan along tin toall, fltciing 
e winds wore this day lo ad\cilc that fptte ol’ 
ed to know where we were, but fuppoltd otii- 
to continue out ol fight of it, we Iteered S. K. 

hnd three k agues diftant, but were uiicon/cious 
R t^arly.diftinguiilud a forry hamlet, coftipoted of a 
_ ^ taUKd to be Uatcyaouda. We now coniinuLd our 
Mfet.ihdin and ini/en top-gallants; neverthekfs, we weie 
■ |h wc had a highly pifturefque profp<*cl in our luii 
yery lofty mountams, with fudden and picafing m- 
effed; of (hade, uccalionally appearing perpendicular, 
we found ourlclves oppufite a very large moimtaiii. 
Is whole coaft, bounded by Ihoals, the whole diftance 
to be very unhialiLy. 

^uiUwn (be who)e night, for fear of palling tht I la- 
ivas unknown to us, m ordf^j not to p^ar the land too 
ntly fewo The wind, on this occafion, which 
h of tjtd currents, gave us conftant t^ublc, and much 

♦O nearly ten leagues towards the E. S. E. 

k JUmwkable object, the form of which is defenbod 
; This table is the annunciator of the Havannah, 
ifnd is readily diltingmlhcd by two hills, near to 
luuift. We now unfurled all fails, and by nine 




i^d the French flag ; an infUnt after we faw 
n of fort Moro. The viehr of the city, 
lar emotion. The dties of our colonies rc- 

i „ — iijfe'Of flihennen's huts conftroded in lines ; hut 

the fortreffes of the Havannah, ks numerous domes, its lofty fleepies, the red tops of 
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its houfcs, its high and white huild nigs, all give it the 'appearance' of an European 
town, and powerfully awakenecl in me tfie recoiledion of 

Erom the rampart vre were direffed, through a ; 

but the noife of the waves breaking againft the rocksi thit ' ^ of |he wcinliy and 

the ciamoar of the crew, combined to prevent oar cbnbpi^i^indibg'exadly was 
prefcribed} and conC queatly our obedience of the prefcrip^cmt ^ aliowiutg that the 
mjuhdiions had been fairly under/iobd, as we could not CpiitCeiV'^ the neceffity <tf 'ihefri,^, 
they yet would have been difregardcd j hence, partly from chaiice, partly from "B^gn,* 
availing ourfelves of the wind and tide, which carried Us for«i^#[^gh the luurrow^^ 
almoft in fpite of exertion, we fleered under full fail into the 

by one of thofe adventurous darings, which are commtm perHaj^^t^ F;^j;^men abne, 
we cut fhort many ceremonies. It is indeed true, hid the ibihi^j|iK; 0 ^ the fort 
been a man more inclined to form and feverity than tne one wIm fbrttmateiy for us 
was in flarion, we llmuld not have ad:ed thus, without imtUmeat rifk uf a^few un* 
grateful ftilutes from twenty-four poundeip. 

The whole city adembled to enjoy the fpedacb of a fi>i^‘gn fhip entering the port 
without firll cafling anchor. The captain, who.a^erwardi carriea;ipe to Vera Cruz, 
was among the number : he told me that our temerity occaftoned him the utmofl: 
aflonifhment, and that ours was the only veflel which had ever made io bolti* an attempt 
without having caufe for repentance. . . 

Be this as it may, beyond the Moro fort we were mrt by the barge of the' captain of 
the poi^ Tri'^k’npf towards us with great fpeed, and'which completed our pilotage to an 
anchormg ; by him . ’e were conduced into the bafin, and placed in front of the 
governnient-houfe, under the cannon of the captain of the port. 

We had fcarcely call anchor before we were furrounded by a number of boats, in 
which were many idlers, and inquifitivc individuals, who immediately boarded’ us j 
four officers of ihecuftoms came in the number, who were fucceeded by a major of the 
navy, with four foldiers from the fhip of the admiral of the port, a veffel of fixty-four 
guns ; finally, the aide-major of the place, with a ferjeant and four fufileers feconded 
thefe ; our brigantine was crowded, and refeinbled a prize ; the officers of the' con- 
tadors, and thofe belonging to the navy and the land fervice, feparately interrogtt^ us, 
and received our declarations in writing of the motives of our voyage. For nW;V|^rt, 

I ftated that I was a botanift,and came with intention of herborifing. in reply tu^-Con- 
fequent queftion, if we had not plants in our own country ? I acknowledged ^t were 
not deficient in that refpeft, but that thofe of the Havannah had the 
fuperior virtues.' This, like all thofe reprefentations which flatter Jfptmim vanity, 
attrafted towards me a degree of confideration which was the more auimialit^d, w by 
a vifo of my paffport, they noticed I was a regular phyfician : aitv^ 
paflenger fecretly, and in confidence, imparted to fome of thp; ^Spaniards tl^ .1, was 
not only a phyfician, but one alfo of great eminence, who, hu^^er, wiffii^;fe’hjde 
my abilUies, fearful if they Ihould become public, that I might impeHed 
theVn in the city : this communication much encr^fed the refped ^ 

fcveral' quarters. ^ ^ .3: 

While at anchor we. had notice giveU; that we could not 
two guard? belonging to the cohtadior w^ left on . board ulftfl ‘ordj^ re- 
ceived from the governor, who was abfi^t, and not 

Ihould. pafs ; learning this, we refolved on addreffiug a memc^jiD • 

ofexpeftation of any anfwer before the tepfe of %me cdhleqdi^tiy^ 

bbli<red to arm ourfelves with patience. 
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Qne of our palTengers having ventured to land, and proceeded fo far as to pafs for 
the captain of thh Ihip, was deteded in his impbfture, and fent back under a guard of 
four mufqueteers. 1 

This ad of imprudence Was nigh being of ferious irjury to us : it caufed us to be 
looked upon with fufpicion, and we in confequcnce were very narrowly watclicd ; for 
three fucceffive nights I obferved their boats, which relieved pne the other every hour, 
,and were conllantly rowed round our Ihip, foundingwith graplings to determine whether 
or no any thing had been call: overboard ; in the day-tinte allb nothing was allowed to 
leave the (hip without being firlt fubjed to the nicelt ferutiny. 

So little congenial with my feelings was this mode of life, that it caufed me to look 
upon our Ihip fits a prifon : the fancy had a powerful clTed on me ; and whether to this, 
whether to the thick and heavy jur we breathed in the port, enclofed as it is by liills 
on every fide, the complaint was to be aferibed, 1 felt a violent head-ach, and breathed 
with great difficulty ; fucceeded to thefcfymptoins a fever, w'ith prognoflics of a ferious 
diforder. I immediately had recource to a ftrid diet, and pedoral and refreftiing po- 
tations •, and the very day wrote to M.Dorrira, the intendant of the port, to the Marquis 
de la Tour, the governor, and to Don Juan Davant, the King's lie utenant, expofing in 
my letters that my profeffion was one which could give no room for fufpicion, and my 
ftate of health fuch as rendered confinement on board the lliip not only very irklbmc, 
but even dangerous ; I reprefented to them, moreover, the pcrfualiiui 1 felt, from the 
high opinion held of them by the public in general, iluu, utider the circumflances I 
detailed, they would offer no objection to my requcil to be allowed to go on ^lore. 

By eight o’clock in the morning next day I difpaiched my let' .s, and as early as nine 
I received a moft obliging and favorable anfwer front the intendant ; but already the 
King’s lieutenant, apprehenfive for my healtli., the injury I fullaincd, which Itiad been 
confirmed to him, fent the aide-major of the place on board, to bring me on fiiorc, and 
offer me the houfe of one of his friends for iny rcfidencc until I lliould recover. 

I immediately left the fliip, leaving my effects on board, fearful of the arrival of 
fome counter-order, and afterwards paid a vifit to the two gentlemen mentioned, for 
the purpofc of returning them my thanks. In M.Dorrira, formerly couful at Bour- 
diaux,l noticed a highly prepoffeffing phyfiognomy, a ferious, but at the fame time mild 
deportment, accompanied by much affability, every appearance of a worthy character, 
and, finally, fomewhat of French in his manners. lie is a knight of the order of St. 
Charles ; and, refpefting his deferts, his integrity, and benevolence, there exifts but one 
and that a highly flattering opinion. Don Juan Davant is one of thofe, veteran and 
gallant military charafters whom experience has rendered confummatc in his duty, 
full of franknefs, and poffeffed of that noblc-mindcdnefs which is almoff ever the. con- 
comitant of real bravery : he is brigadier of the armies, and general mfpe&or of the 
colony. 

Both thefe gentlemen received me in the moft handfome manner, begging my par- 
don even for their ignorance of my indifpofition : they proffered their fervices to me 
in every refpeft, and to confirm definitively the order for my landing, which hitherto 
had been but provifional. 

1 held a long difeourfe with the intendant on fubjefls regarding natural hiftory, 
commerce, and manufaflures j on his part he related to me, with much gratification to 
himfelf, the, fa£t of certain bees which had accidentally, been tranfported to the 
Havannah from Florida, having multiplied to fuch a degree as to produce a very 
important branch of commerce and taxation, and this in the very limited fpucc of fix. 
years. 


For 
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For the King’s lieutenant he made many enquiries refpefling the population of our 
colony in St. Domingo ; its a£lual ftrength in European foldiers, coldnial troops, and 
militia : he frankly expofed to me thofe the ifland of Cuba ; and teftified a full con- 
fidence in the perpetuation of the alliance fubfifting betweeil France and Spain. 

He was to obliging to admit my requell of being allowed to pay my relpcfts to him, 
as alfo was the intendant i he even folicitcd me to make my vifits frequent, an invi- 
tation of which 1 availed myfelf with much fatisfa61ion during my ftay, ^ 

On leaving them I took a lodging in an inn in the great fquare, where then the 
palace of government was building, and where already the office of accounts (conta- 
doria) had been completed. , 

The land air, liberty, the grateful reception I expeiienced, thefe combined had a 
very falutary influence on my health, which was almof^ inftantly evinced : three days 
were fufficient ti> cfl'eft my perfect refloration. 

I then had opportunity of furveying the whole of the town and its environs, and 
began to augur favourably of my travels. 

On the return of rhi? governor 1 haftened to pay my refpefts to him. The inten- 
dant had already acquainted him with my landing :• he received me with kindnefs, and 
granted me permillion to herborife within the precindls of the city ; but while the ap- 
peal of humanity to his finer feelings enadlcd a grant of wider extenfion, the imperious 
obligation of the law forbade the allowance ; he even in exprefs tei'ms prohibited my 
advancin g fiirther inland than ten leagues from the city. ^ I returned him thanks in the 
moll for the licence I received, and no*^ only, at my roqueft, obtained 

leave to pay my relpeCu to him ; but, after taking collee, was politely invited to dine 
with hinwthc fucce( ding day. I found him furfounded by many perfons of rank, as 
well military as others, to whom he introduced me, and efpecially Don Luis Huef, 
tlircdlor.gcneral of the engineers and of fortifications, whom he informed me wras of 
EVench extraction. On my praifing a very beautiful fquirrel from Mexico, of which, 
as \v('ll as of a parrot, 1 begged his permillion to take a likenefs, he infilled on my 
accepting both the one and the other ; but this excels of liberality I declined. Shortly 
alter he'made me withdraw into his cabinet to converfc refpecling France : his queftions, 
as well as his eafy and noble manners, ftamped him clillinclly a finiflied courtier : our 
converfaiion afterwards turned upon the arts. On this occafion he led me to an alley 
he had planted with trees, and which 1 had previoufly feen : I frankly imparted my dif- 
approbation of the manner in which the ground w-as laid out; and after giving my reafons 
why, in fuch*a burning climate, it ought rather to be covered with turf, he felt con- 
vitUon. The ItajJc formed the next I'ubjedt of our dilcourfe : he fliewcd me the defign 
for tile curfain of the opera-houfe he had built, and on, the boards of which he had 
fucceeded in caufing the Didone of Metaftafio to be roprefented : the defign was a 
delicately flattering compliment paid the governor by the inhabitants, and one that, for 
an American city, might jullly be confidered of lively invention ; but the execution of 
the draught by no means coiTefpondcd. Phoebus was reprefentdd in the chariot of 
day* leaving the palace of the hours, and illuminatirg with his beams the city of the 
Havannah, perfonilied under the figure of a female, feated at the foot of a tree, near 
the margin of the fca, and froniiug the Moro calllc : Ihe was crowned with towers and 
battlements, and relied her right hand on a fhield difplaying the arms of the city, while 
with the other fhc wantoned with genii. The fault in ihe execution ch^fly confilled 
in the forced compliment intended for the marquis, and the confequent inappropriate 
‘reprefentation of “ the gorgeous palace of the fun.” Here, the name of the goK’mor 
b^ig de la 'Four, the fun was reprefented iffuing from a very fmall tower, the gate of 
^ 8 • which. 
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which, difproportionately fmall, refembled more that of a dungeon than a porta 
for the paflage of the radiant car of the fun, and its four impetuous courfers. I pointed 
out this dtift'd to the governor, obferving arjthc time that feeraingly the painter was 
ignorant of the metamorphbfes of Ovid, and the pompous defcription of the palace of 
the fun, in that work beginning Regia Jolts crat. He fought excufe for ihe painter, 
and rixommended me to go to the opera ; at length 1 left Jiim, greatly pleafed ^ith 
« my repeption, and perfeftly cafy refpefting my fojourn at ilavannah. 

The following day I vifited the opera : the interior conftrufted on the plan of that 
at Naples, is truly handfomo, and poffefTes an aitinefs and elcfgance peculiar to itfelf, 
ariling from the circumftance of the boxes being feparated from each other only by 
delicate balulirades very wide apart : through every part of the houfe found is con- 
veyed dillindly ; and from evyry quarter there is a perfieft view of the ftage ; add to 
tliefe, the pit has the advantage, uncommon in France, of feats for the fjjeftators. The 
opera vTas performed in a manner, in my opinion, fuperior to any 1 had ever feen 
before. jEneas V'as reprefented by an Italian virtuofo, of exquifitc voice, a moft elegant 
figure, and noble countenance, and, with thefe prepolTcflions in his favor, who 
thoroughly comprehended his part, and aded in the fird ftyle : a Caffilian was the Dido 
of the piece, her confident a mulatrcfs, and Yarbc was given by a Spaniard : thefe 
three a£lors, a circumftance certainly not very common, alike fang with tafte and pre- 
cillqn, and admirably played alike the different charaSers. This was the firft opera at 
which 1 had been prefent, where in lieu of the repeated thumps of a clumfy and noify 
truncheon, the time was led \)y a violin of extraordinary jxjwer and precif*':.!,’ played 
by the fecretary of the governor, which infpired the whole of ‘aC performers with an 
accuracy, a truth of cxprellion, that rendered the harmony complete : through the 
whole piece 1 found no room for the llight»ft; blame,® except on the introduction of a 
folo, intended no doubt to difplay the fuperior abilities of an exquifitc violin, and which 
perfectly effeClcd this end, but which at the fame time interrupted the concatination 
of the piece, and necciTariiy caufed a diminution of interefl in it among the audience. 

However pleafed with the opera, with their comedia I was far from fatisfied ; fo many 
^ings in it occurred oppofitc to the tafte and rules by which we are guided in France, 
■TOat I faw nothing but ridiculous defeCts, of which thefe are fomc fpccimens : the name 
of God, of Jefus, of the Virgin, and of various faints occur in almoft every phrafe : 
the aCtors generally, but efpecially the women, never make their appearance without 
a rofary of beads ; in evfery feene a duel is introduced ; do two lovers meet, the fcab- 
bard mull of confequence lie emptied, and between two parenthefes you .read (Saca la 
Spada) ; all pieces, whether comic or tragic, are not only comedias^ but comedias 
Jamofasy however wretched the piece, however defpicablc the author ; to complete the 
piCIure, the titles of their pieces are lidiculoufty filly, as an inftance. La cabeUcra de 
Abjalony The long hair of Ablalom. 

The comedia which fucceeded the opera, was of a fingular defcription ;”a fingle aClor 
kills a dozen men,* women, and children, without the ftigbteft: refinance on their parts, 
and ranges them in a row as he ftabs them ; the work complete, he calmly wipeis his 
dagger on the upper leather of his Ihoe ; this fcenc, fo ftrange is the depravity of 
Spanifh tafte, was regarded as very fine. For my part, as it was carnival time, I 
imagined that this was an emblematic reprefentation of the horrors.attendant on drunk- 
ennefs; but .enquiring of one near me, 1 learnt 1 was miftaken: ftill, notwithftanding 
what J have obferved, I have fince difeovered in their works of this kind abundance of 
wit, and many paflages remarkable for their fpirituality, delicacy, and gallant bearing., 
Xhe author molt admired at prefent is Calderon de la Barca. 


The 
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The following day I again paid a vifit to the governor/ and fpoke to him of what 
I had fecn, when the account I rendered aj>pearcd to give him great fatisfaflton. 

I prefented to him, as I had previoufly to the intendant, a Jhiall packet of feeds for 
the kitchen garden, and flower-feetls : tliA-f, he divided, giving part to Don Luis Huet, 
who dined with him that day ; and, as 1 afterwards underiiood he was a planter, I 
begged his ’acceptance ofanotlier packet: he'exprefibd with great civility the inclination 
he felt to form an acquaiHtance witli me ; iti cojifequence, 1 invited him to my apart- 
ments, and a few days after Ite came in his carriage to take ms to his country-Ooufe :• 
here I found his lady, a Genoefe of noble birth and extraordinary merit, one of his 
d;mghiers,and an ofiicer of the arliliary. .After breakfaft, we went mto the garden and 
fowed all the feeds which I had prei'ented to iiim,: our paftime was truly a fertival, 
enlivened by gaiety, wit, well un rited coinpliineiits, and the moll pleafnig converfa 
tion, in wl.icli due rcganl was maintained to decorum ;\in ihort, io agreeably fped the 
moments that we pail thnuigh' four hours of toil and fcarccly thought them one*. 
After our gnrd'-iiii'g was finilhed, a very delicate dinner was ferved up in the’ French 
foie : card;; wen; then introduced } and when w'c had taken a walk through the planta- 
tion. we rernnied to town. 

'■ fiis villa is fiiuatc unde r the cannon of Fort Principe, which was planned by' Don 
Luis rluet hinifclf; and tlie works of which lie pointed out to me with as much con- 
fidence as if webad been for y'ears acquainted : the foil is ftony and drv ; ftill manive, 
called by the Spaniards yacea, is cultivated here; and fuch is the induftry of. the 
propriety of the ground, that its produce* yields an annpal revenue of three thoufand 
pialtcrs.^^ 

Don Luis Huct is a u.iin in high eftcem for ability in his profeffion, as well as for 
his partiality to Iheraturo. With the confidence of the court he enjoys the refpedl of the 
people ; and his rank of colonel, places him m a condition to look forward to a ftill more 
diftinguifiied appointment. 

His houfc WHS that where I moft frequently vifited at the Havannah. Occafionally I 
went to pay my refpefts to the governor, the intendant, and the King’s lieutenant : 
the reft'of my time was employed in botanical excurfions round the town, in ftudying 
the Spanifli language, and pondering on the moft material, the chief objed of my 
travels. 

Still I muft confefs time flew’ with leaden wings during my ftay at the Hayannah, a ftay 
of more than fix weeks. 

The promife of the exterior of the city of the Havannah is belied by its internal 
appearance, vfhich has little in it pleafmg ; its length is about a mile and a half 
(1240 toifes') ; its ’breadth three quarters of a mile (600 toifes) ; its fite is on a roeij 
on th6 fca fide, and its form a femicircle, or rather fcmicllipfis, the greater diameter 
being along the. lliore ; the houfes are all of them built of ftone, from one to three 
ftorics high ; it contains lour very extenfive I’quarcs, which however are only half 
iinifticd, poflefs little fymmetry, and are covered every where with rybbifh ; the ftreets 
arc regular and ftraight, but narrow, with a foot-pavement on each fide, and an 
unpaved road in the midft, in which tw'o carriages can fcarccly pafs abreaft j as the 
city is on a dead level, tiic water frequently ftagnates on the rock, in which deep ruts 
have on progrefs of lime been formed by the wheels of carriages ; a plan has been 
propofed for. repairing the road, paving it, and giving it ‘a flope ; but the mode of 
paving projeded, a fpecimon of which 1 faw in feme of the ftreets near»the gov'ern- 
ment-houl'e, is too fingular to pafs tinmentioned. The material employed iis blociks of 
h-on .wood, ten inches fquaro, connected with other blocks longitudinally laid like a 

voi,. XI n. 5 ® . floors 
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floor ; the folidity of this pavement is fuch, that notwithftandin|; the roads thus made 
have been travelled over for two years by a vpft number of carriages, no trace on the 
wood of any wKeel is feen, nor have the blocks in any part been difturbed from their 
original pofition. Should the plan be carried into efieft, and the whole city be thus 
paved, it will difplay a vehy curious and fpecial Angularity. Towards the land fide 
the Havannah is not ftrong, as it is defended merely by a Ample curtain/ flanked by 
ballions, and almoft in every part without a ditch, owing to*the immenfe labour requi* 

• Ate to. excavate the rock ; it is however now fecured from any attack on this fide by 
the Fort del Principe, built eight hundred toifes (nearly one mile) in advance, on an 
eminence which ftretches to the town : on the fide next the fort it is inaccefllble. The 
port, one of the moll beautiful and fpacious in the world, is a bafon nearly circular, 
which receive feveral fmall rivers ; it runs a league in depth from the neck to the 
extremity ; the entrance is protefted on the town fide by a fort, oppofitc to the wall 
and fides of three baftions, which, placed one above the other in tiers, command the 
anchorake in the road ; on each of the flanks of thefe baftions there are commonly 
mounted eighteen twenty-four pounders : on the fide fronting the country, a wall built 
on a rock, till the arrival of the Englifh before it, confidered impregnable, defends 
the entrance of the port ; the Cavana, another fortrefs newly conftrufted above the 
wall, commands both the port and city, and its fire crofles that of Fort del Principe ; 
finally, two other fmall forts at the bottom of the port, two tiers of guns on low 
batteries beneath the wall, the Cavana along the fliore, and a battery level with the 
water, render this city extrepely formidable : it is fuppofed that its different defences 
mount altogether eight hundred pieces of cannon, chiefly tw'*”*^;- ... ''pounders. 

Never will it be attempted on the part of any nation to forc^ the gut, for fuch an 
attempt w'ould be madnefs : two Englilh frigates which ventured the hazardous enter- 
prize during the fiege of the place, were in tonfequeiicc funk : nothing more beautiful 
than the appearance of the forts can poflibly be imagined, their conftrudion being on 
the moft profufely expenfive fcale. The only recommendation of the houfes of the town 
is a certain air of grandeur, large gates and courts, wide windows projefting two feet over 
the ftrect, fupported on pilafters, heavy balconies of wood covered with tiles on the 
wper {lories, paliffades of wood coarfely faftened, and of enormous fize, all thefe give 
mmewhat heavy, fonibre, and repulfive to the look of the houfes ; internally they 
have commonly a vafl court furrounded by Gothic arcades, large, and in the Moorifh 
flyle ; the gallery formed by thefe, communicates with large but ill-difpofed apart- 
ments badly fumilhed the doors and windows of them refembling thofo of a fort or 
dungeon, as much by the thicknefs of the portals as by their Gothic •ftrufture. In 
jhe veftibule, or in the chief apartment of the houfe, it is common t6 have the arms of 
the family blazoned in manner of trophies, an ufage derived from the time of chivalry, 
which if occafionally it be but vain parade yet again oftentimes ferves to excite true 
bravery and a fpirit capable of any daring enterprize. I'he houfes of the lower orders 
have rarely any flat ceilings, and all, even thofc belonging to people in eafy circumflances, 
inflead of being favoured with wood, or fquares of tile or ftonc, have merely an earthen 
floor, which by its preferving humidity, 1 found of injurious effects to health. \Vith 
the wealthy, the furniture of the rooms is of wood partly gilt, curtains of crimfon 
damafk with gold fringe, and fome japanned works, paintings, and glafs luflres. The 
beds are very Ample, and do pier-glaffes or other mirrors are feen, no inlaid work of 
wood for floom, and neither carpets or tapeflry, in fhort nothing correfponding with 
the (jnmptuoufity or elegance of French apartments. The Spaniard is as modeft in 
bisulwelling as be is fober in bis mode of living ; the Englilh have taught him the 
, method 
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method of cooking certain diihes, and the ufe of HiflFerent pieces of furniture ; of the 
talents of the difciple, a judgment may readily be formed by refledHon op who were his 
mafters. 

The men wear coats of the French fafMon, but the cut of the body is fo Ihort, that 
the pockets, arc nearly under the arm ; above this coat, generally of cotton or tafHty, 
a cloak is worn of buradilli or camblet ; thofe who feek to render themfelves con> 
fpicuous, wear a blue or Icarlet cloak, embroidered or tiimmed with gold ; this is a 
fumptuofity, however, not within the compafs of every one, as fuch a cloak cofts five < 
hundred piallers ; dill thofe of the height of fafhion decline wearing it, preferring the 
French drefs. The hair, which is rarely feen powdered or frizzled, is enveloped 
in a net, and covered with a broad brimmed hat. *Such is thp drefs of the men. 

The women feldom wear gowns, but almoil always are drelTed in k corfet and 
petticoat, with an apron of gauze or muilin, and a ^ew ribbands ; they wear no 
powder, nor is their hair frizzled, but braided and turned up, or worn in chignon 
under their cap; to this is added, attached above the hair, a fprig of rue or abfynthum. 
Their ornaments confift of crofles, rings, gold necklaces, and large bracelets of 
maflive gold, that weigh a quarter of a pound. Happy fhe who wears a bracelet on 
her left wrift ! but how much happier if one on each ! She amufes herfelf conftantly 
in faftening and detaching them, as well as in pulling off and drawing on her glove, 
and all for the purpofe of attrafling attention to her beautiful and well turned arm. 
French women paint ; for the Spanilh ladies they have a black patch of a round or 
oval for!«i:;!it each temple ; thefe at night are removed, and white patches are fubftituted 
(which pretty wc.i .^/ rnble a plaifter) ; in the morning, they wear inllead the leaf of 
an orange tree. 

Few hahdfome women, and flill fewer who had prctenfions to elegance, were feen 
by me at the Havannah ; they never go abroad, but in the morning to mafs, and the 
evening for a ride, hence they are not to be feen either in the flreets, fhops, or any 
public room. Conftantly fhut up in their own apartments, the pleafure of enjoying 
an airing out of the city is the only enticement can induce them to leave them. This 
indeed is their favourite pleafure, nor is it co/lly ; four hundred piallers for a coach* 
man, a hundred and fifty for a mule, five hundred for a chaife, in all about a thoufand 
piallers pay every expence ; hence the city fwarms with carriages. Even the meaneft 
clerk driv^ his chaife ; and it is as common to prefent one to a miftrefs, as in France a 
box of fweetmeats. 

It mull further be obferved, that in no part of the world is money fo plenteous as at 
the Havannah. It circulates in taligas, refembling thofe bags of a hundred pilloles in 
courf? at Paris ; and the counters of the olficers of revenue arc covered with piles of 
reals of plate, which they exchange for hard dollars with fmgular difpatch. 

The markets are plentcoully fupplied with every kind of provilion, but efpecially 
vegetables, which are quite as good as in France; filh and turtle are extremely cheap ; 
beef fells at a real the four pounds ; excellent mountain and tent wine at two rials 
the bottle ; indeed, no town in America is better fumifhed with means of good living, 
or at a more reafonable rate. This advantage is to be attributed in great meafure to 
the divifion of the real into quartillos of tin, for nothing is more favorable to oeconomy 
than fmall coin. 

The trade* of 'Havannah and Mexico is in the hands of the Catalans, whofe commonly 
a&ive, laborious, enterprifing and perfevering difpofition, have acqmred>for many of 
fhem confiderablc fortunes ^ they arc in confequence an obje^ of envy to Spaniards at 
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large, who feek to tUfguife this feeling under the veil of contempt, anakTutned fent iraen 
as little commendable as that which is the real one. For one Caftilian engaged in trade 
there are thirty 'Catalans. Intoxicated with fucccfs, however, they prayed for exclufive 
privileges, a kind of monopoly but too conitnrn in Spain. They had propofed, as fpe- 
culators, to fupply the colony altogether with wines from Malaga and Alicanj at a real the 
bottle, whereas the adual price is tw-orcnb; but their petition wasrc-jedlod; as it was accom. 
panicd by a requcll of being the only ones allowed to introduce and foil the commodity. 

1 . Thp articles of trade are Iron, linen, iron ware, filks, clucks and watches, wines and 
ic'iccs* 

At the Ilavannah, as in Mexico, little other is fecn than Brittany linen, the roaifefl of 
which fells at a dollar the vara *. Vl'iie iron ware is all of it imporltd from (1; rniany ; 
the clocks anfl watches from England ; the fmall quantity of Indianas and Forfianas con- 
fumed, which are, not from the fabrics of Mexico, arc derived from I'Vaiico. 'I'he 
Ocnoefe, for whom the Spaniards evince great pnrtialify, funiilh tiicin with all filk 
articles for veils, caflbeks, black hoods worn by the women on going to cliui-ch, mantles 
for priefts, &c. 'I’hcir iron is partly drawn from Sweden, partly from old Spain. Sp;iin 
likewife fends hither oil, wine, and paper of deteftable quality. Wliat is higlily fingular, 
neither at Ilavannah nor at Vera Crua can blue paper be procured : I wanted fome 
quires to dry my herbs between, but was only able to procure a few Iheets in which cer- 
tain goods had been inveloped, and which, iiotw'ithflaiiding, I was charged for at a very 
extravagant rate. 

Neither at the Havannah npr in any parthf America is fuch a thing known. -rj a pub- 
lic promenade planted with trees. M. le Marquis de la lour to form one 

round the ramparts, but it did not fuccced, and nothing but i he walk remains iinlhcl- 
tered j another, attempted at an earlier period, and plated with orajige trec^; is likewile 

gone to ruin. * ^ . 

The Havannah contains about tw^cnty-five thouland mhabiiants. 'J’hc wht'Ie popula- 
tion of the ifland, including negroes and mulattocs, does not exceed a hundred and 
iixty-fix thoufand fouls, according to the ftatemeni in poirelTioa of the governor which 
I faw ; and from a French engineer from Vera Cruz, who had lived a length of time at 
Ij^xico, I learnt that all this vail empire of Spain, in America, contains no more titan a 
million inhabitants. 

At the time I was there the Havannah contained no more than three thoufatid r;'gul:;r 
troops, there was, however, in addition to thefe,a body of militia, excellently difeip lined, 
confiding of fixteen hundred men. ^ ^ 

Not a fingle church did I obferve worthy an accotmt of its arcliiteftiire to be noticed ; 
all of them are long buildings, dark as dungeons, onramented on the right and !e;t witli 
innumerable chapels, with frontifpieccs compofed of a medley of orders of architedure, 
wretchedly encumbered with ufclefs trappings, and dill more wretchedly disligured by 
the utter abfcnce of all proportion; though profufely covered with gildings, thofe were 
at the fame time claffed, if the term be applicable, in the moll revolting and luperftitious 
confufion; not one of thefe chapels but will have cod upwards of tea tliourmid piaders, 
and in every church arc at lead thirty or forty. At this time the church of the Jefuits, 
defigned for a cathedral, is nearly complete ; on furveying it you would imagine before 
• you a drudure of the ninth century. 

Each of the thirty churches contained within the city, has feven or eight brotherhoods, 
who arc condanily making procelTions oat of number, but thefe mod efpecially at the 

* A meafure fomcwliat Icfii tlian a yard Englilh, 
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period of carnival. At this time, (the ceremonies on which occafion I had before noticed 
in France and Domingo,) at this tim«, I fay, there could not have bpen here lefs than 
three thoufand proceffions : nothing could be feen but procelhons, and no other talk or 
noife was hejrd but of which thele were the caufe or theme. They were everlafting, 
from morping to night, general proceffions, and proceffions of individuals, of pariihes, 
communities, and of every brotherhood : the members of thefe patroled the ftreets with 
lanterns, deafoniug the e'ar with the difeordant notes of hoarfd baffiions, and twanging 
guitars, and driving tlie god of fleep from evci’y eyelid as long as they lallcd ; finaU3m 
were proceffions of every lather of a family, ibilowed by his wife, his children, and 
domeftics, who, chaplet in hand, rejiaired (o their particular chapels. 

Every houfe has its chapel, at which each month a particular fellival is ce> 
lebrated. “ 

'I'he feftival of the dedication of the different churolies, and ftill more particularly 
that of their feveral patrons, are grand celebrations : the evening before by nine o’clock 
the fteepleis illuminated, and a grand concert is giveti, to which it is ufual to liften from 
the roofs of the neighbouring houfes. . The fucceeding day this fame llceple exhibits a 
variety of ftreamers of different colours ; the body of the church is filled with tapers to 
fuch extreme as not badly to reprefent a fiery furnace, through the aifles of 
which bad mufic is badly heard, but in which alfo fplendid offerings are made. 

The bifliopric of the Havannah reputedly produces forty thoufand piafters. Don 
Fulano Ecb .varia, who is the prefent incumbent, is apparently high in favor at court. 
He c.?*t;d an u. ’er 10 be publiflied which bore fur, title “ Eiieuentra il execrable 
crimen de^osfSSwrvSjindiftas,” againft the execrable crime of fmuggliug. I could not 
refrain afkiiig a prieil my acquaintance, who happened to be his fecretary, if fuch an 
offence vVas entitled execrable w,hat epithet was in referve for the crime of ireafon ? but 
my quellion ronrained uiilblved. 

Nothing can be conceived more rigid than the ordinances againft, nor more harlh 
tlian the pimiffimonts lor fimiggling, fince the very firft delinquency detedted renders 
both body and goods of the culprit liable to confifeation. Notwithftanding this, iiolhmg 
is more common than contraband traffic : all alike purfue it : burghers, priefts and 
foldiers. Does a veffel arrive ? it inftantly fwarms with faces utterly unknown, and 
uhofe only bulinefs is to inform you, that fuch and fuch articles are prohibited, and 
oOiei nifly and out of pure good will to render you the fervice of conveying furrepd- 
tiouily on fhorc yo«r boxes of gold lace or other unlicenfed articles of import ; nor pre- 
finnc to fliew or entertain the Icaft miftruft : an infidelity in iiiftances of this kind is 
a matter ur.iicar /1 of, fo readily are ail in league to evade a law fo barbarous and 
unju,ft. 

Falfe coining is puniflicd by the ftake. 

In fliort, every thing is either farmed or otherwife monopolifed, which multiplies not 
©nly the temptation but the neceffity of fmuggUng. 

I’he baker of Havannah is obliged to buy a licenfe to profecute his trade, for which 
he pays a hundred piafters to government. 

Paper, gunpowder, wine, tobacco, all are farmed throughout the whole of Meiuco, 
and what is ftill more fingular, ftill more odious, the tobacco and cacao grown in one 
province are prohibited articles in another. On the milerablc, and, verily, moft miferable. 
Acres of Yucatan, I have feen the trade for boats, cables, dordage, and even hammocks 
cxclufively engroffed by farmers under the government. . 

"Thus it is, by erroneous calculations, that the Span! A government aniuhilates the com* ' 
mercc, the population, and comforts of its fubjeds } hence flow difeouragement, m* 
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a£tivity and wretchedne&, the infallible precurfors of weaknefe, uncleanHhefs, dlifoniers» 
and death. ^ » 

To thefe caufes, no doubt can be entertained, is the endemial leprofy of Carthagena* 
mentioned by the Abbe Raynal, to be afcribed.* Already has it fpread to the Havannahy 
where a leper>fpital has been conftru£ted for the reception of a hundre^ and fifty 
patients : in this very fpital are at the fame time admitted fuch as are afili&ed with 
venereal complaints. I made a vifit to it in company with a ^hyfician of the country, 
but confefs the fight filled me with horror, and that I had need of great exertion, and 
the prefervative of a flalk of ftrong vinegar, with which I took care to be provided, to 
qualify me to fupport the difguft by which my fenfes were aflailed. The management 
of the hofpital is but indiflfi^rent, for, though furrounded with walls, the doors are con- 
ftantly kept o^en in the day time, and the fick are perpetually going in and out, 
without any reftri£tion ev^ from their traverfing the whole of the city. 

Though France can boaft of but little commerce with the ilavannah, it is much to be 
apprehended that this frightful malady may eventually be introduced into her colonies; 
to effe£l: this but little intercourfe is required, and communication to a certain extent is 
continuous. I could not look on a negrefs whom 1 faw at Port au Prince, and who 
was completely covered with an eiephantiafis, without ihuddering at once with pity and 
horror : I faw the poor wretch, abandoned by her owners, begging through the fireets 
and markets, where thoufands of Haves were liable to receive the infection ; and cannot 
refrain from obferving, that much greater attention than is, ought to be paid to 
the prevention of thofe terrible confequcnc^, to which this and fimilar occorvences 
might lead. # 

For want of wells, all the houfes at the Havannah have cifieriis^ Two of the fquares 
are adorned with fountains which ftream forth water cqndufted by fubterranean chan- 
nels from a fmall river, the courfe of which is 'defended by the Fort del Principe, fo that 
an enemy would be unable to cut oflF this ftqtply from the city, in cafe of a fiege, without 
firfi: taking the citadel. 

The air of the dty is generally pure and healthy ; the winds from the north, which 
prevail throughout half the year on the coaft, cool the atmofphere to that degree that I 
alqjflys felt cold at night, and even in the morning, until by ten the fun's warmth dif- 
perfed it, raifing the thermometer of Bourbon, to five or fix degrees above the freezing 
point. 

Already had fix months elapfed fince my arrival at the Havannah, during which I 
had inceliantly been tormented with the defire of completing my enterprize ; the time 
appeared to me in confequence intolerably tedious. I delayed thus long the profecution 
of my plan merely to prevent my becoming fufpefted by a people naturally jealous and 
nufiruftful, and whofe eyes wese conllantly upon me : the better to lull fufpicion re- 
fpe£hng the real obje£t of my refearches, I conftantly affeded the heedleflhefs of a man 
intent on harborizing ; but, at length, weary of the ftate of incertitude in which I lived, 
and yielding to the impulfe which direded me to Vera Cruz, I began to think ferioully 
of the means of reaching that city. 

I thought it prudent ftill to ufe ftratagem, and pretending to be aduated by that 
volatility and inconftancy of difpofuion, oftentimes with fo little propriety aferibed to 
Frenchmen, and which occafionally is To fiivourable a cover to deep defigns, I feigned 
to be overa^ with ennui from my long ftay at the Havannah, and the too narrow 
limits preferibed me as a botanift, I readily obtained belief, and met with commifera- 
tion ; qnd by this trick partly, and partly hy a fortunate occurrence of which 1 Vtvailed 
tnyfelf, I fucceeded to the height of my wifnes. 

II 
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One day Dm Manuel Feliz Ruick, the &Aor of the Affiento company, at vrhofe 
houfe I had twice before been to obtain change for fome joes *, enquired if the report 
he had heard was true of my being a pupil of Mr. Juffieu. On my latisfying him in the 
affirmative, he informed me that he himfelf had been fecretary to Don Antom'o Uloa, 
one of the literary charadfers difpatched by the King of Spain, in company with our acade- 
micians to Peru ; that he had been very intimate with him; and on account of his intelli- 
gence and focial virtues, that he had a more tender regard for him than any man alive. 
This fubjed): of our converfation gave room for my obferving, that I alfo Ihould have beea 
delighted with an opportunity of vifiting Peru ; but that, as my time was limited, and 
my means deficient for this purpofc, I mould feel much pleafure if any chance Ihould 
enable me to travcrfe Mexico. Don Ruick inftantly tendered me his fervice towards 
procuring me the facility of making this journey ; he was already highly interefted in 
my favor from my intimacy with Mr. Juffieu, pronrifed me letters for Don Antonio 
Uloa, at that time general of the fleet at Vera Cruz, and generoufly proffered to becoihe 
my furcty in a bond of a hundred thoufand dollars. 

This, certainly, was a very lucky incident, and a handfome progrefs towards the ef- 
fedluationof mydefigns; but this was not all; 1 yet feared left the governor fliould object 
to grant me a paffport, notwithftanding he had promifed he would upon the inclination 
I expreffed of feeing a country, in the praife of which he was no lefs lavifli than the reft 
of his countrymen, prone to think well of their poffeffions. I perhaps miftrufted him 
unjuftly, but certainly not without fome grounds for my fear ; as, amid the careffes and 
kindu«(^ experienced from Don Lues Huit and hi$ lady, I was able to trace a 
fund of ciB"teft»j«ji.*,nd was fubjc£k to queftions, natural enough in thcmfelves, and 
especially fo coming ffoiti a woman. 

1 communicated my doubts, to Don Ruick, which he eafily difperfed, and even 
promifed to fpeak on the fubjeft the fuedeeding day, to the Marquis de la Tour. 

I now made preparation for ray departure, without communicating my intentions to 
any one breathing, not even my hoft : the packet for Vera Cruz was to fail in three 
days time, and fliort as the notice, 1 refolved not to mifs the opportunity before me. 

The next day was Sunday, a day on which the governor holds a levee at his palace. 
The fuperior officers, on this occafion, the municipal officers of police and finance, 
repair to the palace between the hours of ten and eleven. The governor grants them 
audience, and receives their refpefts in the government hall : it may fafely be faid that 
if this cuftom eftablifhes, and reminds the courtiers of fubordination. it leffens the 
humiliation which the high fpirited man, loft in the crowd, mull feel at being obliged to 
render homage to individuals undeferving cither of affcclion or efteem ; for this levee 
alfo fumilhes an occafion for foliciting and obtaining trifling favours, and for expediting 
affidrs of little moment which would only tend to perplex or clog thofe particular 
audiences held for matters of graver import. 

This was the firft time of my being prefent at a fimilar audience, and the objedl of 
my attending it was to folicit my paffport ; but finding here Don Manuel Ruick, who 
repeated the promife he had made me of fpeaking himfolf on the fufijedt to the Marquis 
de la Tour, I judged it expedient to leave the management of my felicitation with mm, 
and withdrew, well fatisfied with the profpefls before me. 

In the afternoon the militia cavalry was to be reviewed : I faw the Marquis in company 
with Don Luis lluet, and both bent to me with great civility ; this appeared to me of' 

• 

* A Fortnguefe coin value 351. ad, the price of Englifh ftancbrd gold. being 371, lo^d. the ounce troy. ' 
'Than*. * 
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good omen* and 1 haftened to the goverament boufe. ^Ais ftehs 1 met 

Don Luis who u;a8 leaving the hall, and who enquired if ^ ^ tldtlier.tQ fiew of 
aiking any favor j I anfwered in thoaffirmadvei infuamni; hia$ef a$ much as vt^S 
per of my defign: upon this he proffered to «accom{%My me to my r^uclc, at 
the fame time adding, he tho'ught his interpofidon would not he needed: in. confequence 
1 thanked him for his politenefs, and took my leave of hint. . : ^ 

1 waited but little ere the governor approached towards .me*with that benignant look 
his features commonly wore, and enquired what my wtihm ? I took the liberty of 
reminding him of the promife he had made of granting me a paffjpert I'or Mexico ; and 
ftated 1 had come for the purpofe of obtaining it. He gave it me at the iuftant, and 
without making it dear, as is but too common with his cquhls, by thoufands of dif* 
iiculdes and delays ; he merely told me he was fearful I, might not eventually meet 
with that gracious reception from the viceroy of Mexico' which he himl'elf defired ; 
ctincluding with wilhing me fuccefs on my voyage. 1 thanked him for his kindnei's, 
and after'paying my relpefts withdrew. This excellent man remained a long time in 
the veltibdle to fee me depart ; and when on the laff flair of the ffightof fteps 1 turned 
again to m^e my laft ialutation, I had the fatisfadion to fee him return it, teffiiying 
by his features and gefture the interell he took in my welfare. Men in place ! how 
eafy is it for you to engender love and veneration ! whence can you ever choofe to be 
diffant, harfh, and rude ? 

In poffelfion of my paffport the livellnefs of my joy was proportioned to the in- 
quietude 1 had felt refpeding the pofllbility of my procuring it ; folded in niy .j^?ckei 1 
kept it as the deareft treafure, and woe to him Ihould dare to r^’ ''''. !.'“.''roin my pof- 
feflion ! That it might be perfcdly fecure I flew to place it iir*«aiety ; 1 haflened light 
as air to Don Ruick, who gave me his letters for Eton Antonio Uloa ; I embraced 
him while I aflfured him of my devotion and {gratitude, and returned to my hoft to fup 
with a feeling of contentment which defies expreffion. Then only did i fpeak of iny 
departure : though apparently grieved to lofe me, as he reckoned upon my longer 
flay, mine hofl yet condefeended to fhare the joy I expreflfed, and gave me letters for 
a merchant at Vera Cruz, and a fettler at Tbeulchiftan, on the road to Mexico. 

jjj^bad now to treat for my paffage : the mailer of the packet would take no lefsthan 
a hundred hard dollars ; the demand was exorbitant, but it was vain to reafon, his 
avarice was inflexible : to all my arguments he oppofed a truly Spanifh phlegm and 
gravity, and coolly pocketed my money without once taking bis cigar from his mouth. 
We were to have failed the following day, but his dqiaiture was procraflinated three 
days longer, during which I made my farewell vifits. ^ * 

At length, on the nth March 1777, we went onboard, and weighed anchor at 
eight in the morning, faluting the city and the feven citadels with one gun. 

What then, and at all linics I'eemed to me incredibl<^ was the fmall number of vef- 
fels in this famous port ; during the fix weeks of my ftay l noticed ho more than fifteen 
of from eighty to two hundred tons, including- the packet from Vera Cruz, 
and in this lafl port, though I remained there afterwards ten we^s, I faw no greater 
number. 

With what pleafure, as I left the port, did I contemplate thtde tiers of b^tteti^ 
the citadels and forts which line the approaches to the Havannah, and the innumerable 
mouths of thundering cannoh with which they are fumifhed ! On my arrival I fancied 
them all direded againfl me, all pointed towards the prevention of my icheme of 
' obtaining the cochineal infad : how much then mujfl 1 not have f^ elated 1 hovd^ grates 
ful tbeielf^pplaufe I enjoyed, at having had the ttwefi^ of braving, and the great gct^^d 

fortune 





DS MEHO^ri.LE*S TRAVELS TO OUAXACA. 769 

• ** • 

fortune of avoiding taenacing rows ! No ; when the Englifh captured 

thfe important placfcii^^J^^j^ieiienced. no higher iatisfadion at theij: fuccefs. Like 
them, I thought I heid raii^J^ of Mexico : ail future obftacles vaniihed from my fight, 
and already I polTeilM'&ld^ |^e predous treafure which I fought. 

The ve^el on boaM of I failed was a brig of fixfy feet keel, called the Vera 
Cruz Packet : it canned two cannon, and a crew of nine perfons : 

we had fcarcely left tl^ cutter, rowing towards us, hailed 

us on the part of the my conftemadon ! I inuantly imagined that,* 

repenting of having n^red tny departure, the marquis had fent orders for my being 
reianded : this apprehension direw a deadly pale over my countenance, and occafione'd 
fuch a trembling in my frame that, had I been obforved, I (hould neceflarily have been 
taken for a criminal. DW, deaque! quam male ejh extra iegem vivenAbus, quidquid 
mertteruni femper expeQam. Iwas however quit from, the panic I experienced: the 
million of the cutter was merely to deliver letters on the part of the governor for Vefa 
Ctmz. 

The fky was ferene, a favouring wind rippled the eafy fea, and the velTel was an 
excellent failer : we kept in with the coaft, ftecring as clofe to the weft as pollible, 
and at day-fall were already eighteen leagues from the city. 

The wind cncrcafed during the night, and veered from S. W. to E. S. E. : we loft fight 
of land, and by n'.<on on the lath March were parallel with the fhoals which bound Cape 
Sant Antonio From the period of our departure we had conftantly run fix knots an 
hour lojib all laiis let. In the afternoon ’the fea which Ji«id been very rough became 
more calm, aiu! i furfoee was entirely covered by thofe molufese, called by failors, 
(galores) ; we Jaw feveicil large trunks of trees which had floated down the Milfiffipj)i 
into the Gulf of Mexico, and which by the currents of the Bahama ftreights had been 
fpeJ hither. I had before remarked oth'ers fimilar on the coaft of Cuba, where they 
had been call by a tremendous ftorm from the north : among thefe was one which 
exceeded a hundred and twenty foet in length, and of a diameter fo confiderable that, 
although cm Ihore, I was ummle to afeend it otherwile than by the branchy end. I 
conjectured from the nature of the knots on the tree that it belonged to the family of 
pines of the larch kind : foom time immemorial the whole coaft of Vera Cruz has been 
covered with them ; and Tome are fo completely buried in the fand, which cncrcafcs in 
this port daily, that notbing how but the roots are feen. Thefe trees are dangerous, 
no doubt, to approach ti|.~ die night, but they ferve as refting places to an infinite 
number of aquatic fowl, who find rich pafture in the fea, infeds which engender on 
them, and (he ^fhell fifh, which, as to rocks, fallen on the trunks, roots, and 
branches. 

At fix in the evening we bad a dead calm. The whqle night long we failed with tfie 
wind flack but abaft. At five m the morning of the 13th we were again becalmed, 
but a wind arofc with, the fun on that as well as on the fucceeding day ; though, 
throughout both, notmthftantfing we had the wind abaft, and the line fhewed a run 
of ^cn knots an hour, we did not advance an inch : the fea, through which we cut at 
a great rate, foamed wd broke hard againft the ribs of ourfhip, like where the wheel 
of a mill is violently a^ed upon by a rapid torrent : the veflel bore on the fame tack, 
riding very heavily, hilt with great celerity. We ftill on the 14th continued oppofite 
to the fama mountains of Cuba we bad feen the night of bur departure : in (horr, we 
aClually^ad no chaQ^ of ^fition, a confequence when the violence of.the current is 
adverfe, and equival^t fo tho- impetus of the wind. Nothing can be conceive^! more * 
vexatious and tirt^onte thib fucH a j fortunately we had good hammocks, 
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and an excellent table : the ftridelt difeipline and moil profound filence reigned on 
board, and the captain, a prime failor, was at the fame time, though rather taciturn, 
extremely obliging. He aiTured us that for eleven years that he had frequented thefe 
feas, he never before experienced currents fo*powerful : he added, moreover, that the 
worft months for navigating the gulph are September, Oftober, November, and 
December, *on account of the prevalence of north winds; that in June/ calms are 
frequent ; and that the months of June, July, and Auguil, \he rainy feafon, are fub- 
jeft to ftorms and hurricanes : from thefe obfervations I determined on returning, if 
poilible, in January, but at any rate, and at furtheft, by Auguil or September. 

At length, on the 1 5th in the morning, after having doubled the ihoals during the 
night, we lolj| fight of land, and by reckoning had alfo doubled Cape Sant Antonio. 
At noon the wind had much encreafed : we furled our ilay fails and top gallants, and 
dJreded our courfe fouth-weil.* 

From jthis time we conftantly had the wind either abaft or on the beam, that is to 
fay, eaft or fouth-eail. On this day 1 law Venus, the fun being at that time five degrees 
above the horizon. The i6th we were on the bank of Yucatan, in the Gulf of Mexico : 
on founding we met with fine white fand mixed with ihelLs, in tweniy-threc fathoms 
water : in the gulf the winds were eaft and fouth-eail : from ten in the morning they 
infenfibly turned to the weft ward, and after four P. M. revolved from weft to eaft. 
Our line ihewed the run fix knots ; and as wc were only a hundred leagues from Vera 
Cruk, we hoped, if the wind ihould contiiijue favourahh?, to reach it in four days. 
In the three days preceding we had feen a number of fiih of the phocas tribe, ami three 
or four hundred porpoifes and fmall phocas fported and rolled about our ihip, oc- 
cafionally preceding it, and ibemingly endeavouring the oilC to outftrip the other in 
velocity of fwiinming, now fpringing to the height of a fathom above the furface, and 
falling with a daihing noife, now advancing* in pairs by the fide of the fltip, and ap- 
parently carefling each other, while at a dillance their dams were feen, half as large 
again as their offspring, feemingly pointing out to them the courfe they ought to take. 
How far more plcafing.fure the innoceiU enjoyment of fuch a feene than amufing ene- 
felf, as is cuftomary, in purfuing, harpooning, and deftroying thefe interefting 
ammals ! Fortunately for them our faiiors had not leifure for I’uch an amufenieiit ; 
and, feparately from this circumftancc, they lived too well to feek for better fare. 

At four P. M. W'e again heaved the lead, and Ibund thirty fathoms on a bottom of 
remarkably w hite land. 

The 17th, with fimilar ground, w^e had but twenty fathoms. From midnight till 
noon the wind had ffacked, and we made only three knots, but on jts veering to the 
iwrth after mid-day it frclhciied fo as to double our fpced. Ihe fl\y, covered, with 
clouds at fun-rife, became again ferene. \Vc diftinguifiied certain white birds, the fixe 
of a duck, with the end of their wings fringed with black ; 1 likewifewife remarked a 
pelican, or frigate-bird, with a complete tail : all this announced to us the neighbour- 
hood of land. .. 

During the whole night of the 18th the wind blew ftrong : on founding, the Jead 
Ihewed firft twenty-two, then twenty fathoms, with fine blue fand mingled with (hells. 
We faw a vaft number of porpoilesatten A. M. At noon the wind,\vhich had been 
fouth, changed to fouth-w^ft, and funk into a calm : we availed ourl'elvcs of this to 
thrpw out lines to the bottom of the fea : thefe lines have each a hook ‘Attached to 
them with about an ounce of bacon, and are precipitated by means of twoN^iot of a 
pound<' weight : this little excrcife is diverting and profitable : in an hour’s time we had 
caughttwo hundred weight of excellent filh : they were of three fpecies, but all of the 
• » 8 perch 
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perch kind : one denominated the negro, another a beautiful red &rdine, the third 
Vrith long peroral fins. • * . 

At four a wind fprung up from the north, and blew from that quarter the whole 
night through, but afterwards reverted to the fouth-eafi: we made fix knots an 
hour. ' 

On the tqth we had forty -five fathoms water ; from this we conjeflufed we were 
but eighty l.-agues from Vera Cruz, and that in three days time we might anchor 
before the town : this was the ne pins ultra of our wifhes, but they were not do food 
to be gratified. 

In the cA'eiiing wo were becalmed : the fun on fetting was dimmed by a vapour which, 
though it did not ecliple its light, diminiflied the*vivacity of, its rays: the fky, as well 
as the horizon, wore a gloom prognofticating fomewhat fad and mournful: from 
feven till eleven the wind was north, and our cousfe four knots : by two in tfie 
morning it eucreafed to a gale : the fea ran frightfully high : we took in all ^1^ chained 
up the rudder, and left the fiiip to the mercy of the waves : a thoufand times did they 
deluge the deck of our fragile vcfiel, which now rode on their backs, and now was 
enveloped by their overtopping fpray. 

The whole of the 20th the weather was horrid : never in Europe had I experienced 
the like. In thefe ^eas the winds from the north blow with violence for the fpace of 
four-and-twenty hours, after which they abate for thirty more, and ceafe for three 
days : they arc piercingly cold and very frequent, fo much fo, that it is rare a fortaight 
pafieson thefe regions during the winter without their being felt. 

On the 21ft the wind was lefs violent, and veered to the north-weft, the morning 
mifty : at noon it blew north-eaft, and for three hours it continued to rain : in the 
fpace of ‘eight-and-forty hours w'c had not advanced twenty leagues, und wc yet had 
fifty to pafs, w'hich we no longer expelled to make in lefs than three more days. 

'I'he night of the 2 2d was rather a bad one : the wind was inceflantly changing from 
fouth-weft to fouth-eaft, and, as well as the mill with which we were eight different 
times enveloped, was every now aitd then fucceeded by a dcn.d calm : the rolling of 
the Ihip throughout the day was dreadfully fatiguing. In the morning a poor little bird 
of thcfizeof a wren, but the colour of a greenfinch, came and roofted on theveffel: 
it endeavoured, fkimming on the furface of the fea, lo fly againft the wind, but, con- 
ftantly overpowered, returned to us again ; others made their appearance, one of 
which was taken, the refidue were driven out to lea by the violence of the hurricane. 
At one o’clock a butterfly paid us a vifit, and was greeted as an infallible index of our 
nearing the land,, a trull to which we gave ourfeivcs up with pleafing reliance. 

At night the unchequered Iky was fpread before us in all its magnificence : a de;td 
calm prevailed, and the rolling of the veffel afletted us ijxceedingly. 

At length, on the 23d, we had figiit of land : the captain at firft bad doubts, but 
thefe were feon difmiffed : it bore fouth, and we found ourfclves twenty leagues to 
leeward of Old Vera Cruz. We fliould by this time have been at the mouth of the 
port had my advice been taken, which was, on the 22d, to fail diredl before the wind 
from the north ; what ituluced me to give this counfel to the captain was a. knowled^ 
that in the Gulf of Mexico the north wind is but of three days duration ; now as that 
was then the third, and the regular winds blow from the fouth-eaft, by fteering from 
north to foath at the rilk of over-reaching New Vera Cruz on the a3d, the fouth wind, 
which prevails throughout the whole day, would have been favourable toour en-, 
creafing our latitude, and recovermg the loft way } inftead of which, by being now to 
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leeward of the port, we had to beat up againO; the wind, aod could fcarcely hope to 
reach the port even on the fucceeding day. • 

We fteered within feven ptnnts of the wind, and made but flender progrefs. ThO 
lands of the coalt we faw are more lofty thanathofe of Santo Domingo : they ran weft' 
and north : at night we were but ten leagues off, and the fight of them diffufed joy 
and fatisfa£lion through every bread, but, the wind continuing as little fafvourable as 
ever, when within two leagues of land we tacked, and rah all night through to Tea. 
^The fhpre we by this means avoided is that of Las Terras Liunes, which fifetcbes to the 
mountains of Alvarado, from the rnidfl of which, of a fugar-loaf form, rifes the vol- 
cano Oriffava, which wc diftinguilhed the day before, though diftani five-and-forty 
leagues, the country ha,d a beautiful appearance, but, for the fpace of forty-five 
leagues, that is to fay, as far as to Old Vera Cruz, it is, notwiihllanding, unpeopled. 

The 24th, in the morning,, we had made about a league of progrefs : by noon the 
wind again came to the ead, nearly large, and infpirited us with expectation of entering 
Vera Cruz on the fucceeding day : at four it frelhened from the north-ead : at fix 
abated : by eight we didinguiflied the reefs in the vicinage of the port : we fired a gun, 
and immediately after didinguidied a light, which we coujeCtured to be from the cadle 
of Saint John de Uloa, and we anfwered it by a light at our main-rop-gallant, and 
fired a fccond gun : we then perceived a fecoiid light, prefumed from the fhip of the 
admiral of the port. I thought it advifable another gun Ihould be fired, but was fearful 
of communicating my opinion to the captain, mindful how little attention had been paid 
to niy former obfervation ; np doubt had a third gun been fired the major of the fleet, 
who in a galley with thirty men on board had left the port in fcarch of us, would not 
have miffed his way. • 

We however made fome way, but with little fail fgt, and confiantly founding : the 
fathoms indicate the pafl'age into the port, fdr the reefs by which it is bounded render 
it very difficult of accefs. 

At ten at night we were boarded by two boats, each wiih thirty men on board, fur- 
niflied with cables for mooring us, and with anchors and grappiings in cafe of need : 
they enquired after the major of the port, whom they expeCked to find with us, as he 
¥d failed before them. 

■ They towed us along by dint of oars, favoured by a light wind : wc threaded the 
tortuous labyrinth of the entrance, through which at length, by midnight, we reached 
the port. 

We anchored under the cannon of the fhip belonging to the captain of the port ; 
itfclf at anchor a half cable's length from the caftle. All night long jt rained ; and wc 
^ere exceedingly incommoded by the hot and moiit atmofphereof this climate, ajsalfo 
by the vapours from land. , 

At five in the morning I w'as preparing to land, when the major of the fleet joined 
vs : this gentleman was Don Pedro de Verthuizen, with whom it will be feen 1 after- 
wards was on ternjs of clofefl: intimacy : at this infiant I paid but little attention to him ; 
for, judging . after the French manner, I eficemed him from the old coat he wore, 
covered by a rufiy furtout, to be no better than a ferjeant of marines : he requefted 
my p-tfiport, which 1 gave him, and he kept, and I obtained permiffion to go on 
Ihore. 

Uneafy iq extreme refpe&ing the reception I fhould meet with here, I put my bag* 
gage into ths boat, and traverfed the port : on landing at a jetty about ten« fathoms 
broadt and a hundred in length, which terminates at one of the gates of the city, I 
\ found 
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found there a numerous guard, contadors, officers of the port, and a multitude of 
curious idlers. It was requilite my trunks Ihould be opened, but they«were very loofely 
examined ; as foon, however, as they came to thy books they refufed to let them pafs 
before a permit for that purpofe Ihould be obtained from the vicar-general of the in- 
quifition : I haftened to him, and found him a little old man with the air of a perfe£t 
faint, mohnted on a chair near a table, and reciting his breviary. He held out to me 
his hand to kil's ; for lAy part, but little acettfliotned to a ceremony of this kind, and 
not aware at the inftant of his intention, I fhook it in a cordial manner. He requeued bf 
me a catalogue of iny books : I anfwcred, that they merely cunhUcd of works relative to 
phyfic and natural hillory, fuitable to a medical man and a botaniil, and were fo few in 
number that I had made out no catalogue of them : he wjs fatisfied with my anfwer, 
and the bare mention of the names of the authors, and immediately gave me a licence 
for their entry. , 

Inftantly the gates were opened to me, I waited on Don Thomas Taxueria, 
for whom my hoil at the Havannah, Don Bemardin Liagotera, had given me letters : 
the merchant of Vera Cruz appeared to feel perplexed at this recommendation, and 
informed me that he had no other knowledge of Liagotera than what was derived 
from certain commercial intercourfe ; and I fet him much at his eafe by informing him 
that, for the prefent, all that I expe^ed from him was the kindnefs of indicating to 
me fonie good inn. He pointed out to me one oppofite to the gate of Mexico, which 
I afterwards learnt was the bell in the town ; but, after this remark, what will be 
thoCight of the rell when I make known* that the only furniture of my apartment con- 
lilled of a table four feet by three, and that two benches fix feet by three, formed the 
only bed, worthy, indcfed, of a Spanilh gentleman. As for mattrclTes, chairs, looking- 
glalTes, '&;c. all thefe no doubi are regarded either as fuperhuities, or conveniences of 
too extravagant a nature. 

As foon as I had fafely depofited my effefts in this charming apartment, I repaired 
to the general of the fleet, Don Antonio Uloa : at his gate I found a guard of ten 
men : his fecrctary introduced me into a large hall with furniture of very ancient date, 
and announcing me as a gentleman who brought letters from Don Manuel Feliz Ruick, 
a lirilc man, at moll but four feet ten inches high, fpeedily made his appearance, 
dreil'ed in an old jacket of nankeen, with lllvcr buttons, grey-headed, and his hair 
without either powder or pomatum, tied and hanging over his Ihoulders ; his coun- 
tenance was bad, but his looks extremely mild and adable, and his eyes lively : a little 
diamond crofs, fufpended from a button-hole, befpoke a man of rank. Such was Don 
Antonio IJdoa \ I fainted him as I prefented my letters : thefe explained the objed; of 
my jnuiney, and intreated his affillance to obtain a paflport for me to Mexico he 
read them attentively ; promifed immediately to write on my behalf to the viceroy, 
and advifed me to write at the fame time inyfelf. He invited me to be a frequent vifitor 
at his houfe and table, adinonifhiiig that dinner was regularly ferved at half pall one, 
and infilled on my dining with him that very day to begin ; nnaljy, he caufed me to 
be prefented to the governor by the major of the fleet, w'hoin I recognized for the 
fame perfonage who had demanded my paflport. 

On repairing to the governor’s, Major Don Pedro dc Verthui 2 :en was fo kind as to 
tell me my acquaintance would be very agreeable to him : to this compliment 1 made a 
fuitable reply, and I had full occaflon to prove it perfeffly fincere. 

Don’ Feman Palacio, governor of Vera Cruz, was a very diflerent chara€ler to the 
general of the fleet: his four looks, his rough tone of voice, and rude fpeech, prsdifpofed 
one againil him at once. He readily granted me permifllon to refute at Vera Cruz, 

.and 
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and botanize in his government ; but refufed to return my paflport, which the general 
recommended me to aik for ; and at my departure pretended even it was millaid. I 
afterwards learnt that he aflumed the governor of the Havannah had no privilege to 
grant limilarpaflports, and ii\tended to avail hirtifelf of mine, to his diferedit, for which 
purpofe he was lo obftinate in refufing it me. 

I left him *much chagrined at the reception I met with : it however occafioned me 
the lefs furprife on learning, as 1 did afterwards, that he was oh unfriendly terms with 
l)on Uloa. 

The next day the general did me the honour of introducing me to Dona Fiilana de 
Boutilloz, the lady of the late intendant. She was a woman of fifty, who had beern a 
perfeft beauty, ^nd ftill retained traces of her former charms : her lively and natural 
now of wit, and her noble and open character, endeared her to every one. ’I’he recom- 
mendation of the general was uridoubtodly of ufc, for that very day file ofi'ered me 
repeatedly. her fervice. La cafa cs a ujied, my houfe is yours, (he fevcral times ob- 
ferved, and that in a manner fo cordial as perfuaded me of her fincerity. Siie after- 
. wards prefented me to her daughters, and infoi med me that the youngeft was on the 
point of marriage with M. dc Verthuizen : in fliort, file infilled upon my becoming as 
one of the family. At the inftant her fon made his appearance, Don Juan dc Boutilloz, 
a captain of the regiment of the crown. Soon as Ihe faw him, “ Hither, my 
fon,*’ fhe exclaimed, beckoning him, “ here is a gentleman from your own country.** 
This jroung man, in fa£l, had been educated in.France, and iiad all the amenity peculiar 
to our youth. Such qualifications endeared him but more to his mother, who wfis as 
partial to the activity, politenefs, and tolerant principles of the French, as difgulled 
with the idlenefs, want of nicety in drefs, and the fanaiicifm of fhe Spaniard. 

Young Boutilloz was foon on terms of clofell intimacy with me : he aQed Jis inter- 
preter between me and all the family, and efpecially the ladies his fillers, who w'ere 
conllantly exafting French fongs from me. I tranllafed for them the romance of Bt r- 
qoin, at which they were foftened even to tears ; and I made hence the conclufion that 
this little piece is truly as excellent as individually it appeared to inyfelf, obferving the 
efft^ it had on fenfible minds, though foreigners. 

wme days after, at the fame houfe, I met w'ith M. de Ferfen, fon of the lieutenant- 
genend of that name : he advanced towards and embraced me, enquiring news from 
Paris, where he was born : he added that, being apprized of the arrival of a Frenchman 
in the country, he had for three days wandered in fearch of me, with all the anxioufnefs 
natural to a fellow countryman. When we left the houfe, the lady of it t\as fo oblig- 
ing to ftate, as M. de Ferfen kified her hand, that as we were both .Frenchmen we 
-ought not to be feparate, and that it was a province he ought to fill, the bringing me 
with him, and rendering me paitaker of thofe moments of recreation he occaficnally 
pafied at her houfe. 

This amiable youth led me to his houfe, where I found M. Duparquet, a gentleman 
from Dauphiny, as w»ell as himfclf a captain in the Corps de Gtmie. They made me 
ftay dinner; and here I was not a little furprifed at finding our beverage cooled with ioe, 
nor lefs at learping that this enjoyment, ample compenfation for a thoufand privations 
experienced here, is obtained for a trifle at Vera Cruz : daily eight mules, relieved at 
regular ftages, arrive at this city laden with frozen fnow from the mountain Oriflava, 
diliant about forty leagues. By this plan a pound of ice is obtained for a real of piatc, 
and ice creams k I’anana, or a la fapotilla, four times as large as in Paris thofe charged 
fourteen'fous, may be had for an equal fum. 


The 
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The dinnei^ given by the lady of the Intendant were ferved up equally well in town 
as in the country, and what tended tQ render them the more graceful to me, the 
, cookery and ftyle were French. 

In parties, funned by the individuals /loticed, I fpent my leifurc hours ; but my bo* 
tanical cxcurfions were not forgotten : they occupied daify the interval betweeia# four 
and ten in the morning. • 

In the earlieft of my walks I found the convolvolus jalappa of Linnc. I gathered 
as many feeds of it as I was able, pulled up feveral roots, and had tliem verified by the 
dniggifts of Vera Cruz, who, without knowing whence they catuc, pronounced them 
the real jalap : their opinion, as it conlbrtned with the defeription of Miller, convinced 
me of this plant being the true jalap of Mexico. . T pr^fented feeds of it to the general, 
and with them a root w'eighing five-and.twenty pounds : he caufed it tb be planted in 
a box, for the purpofe of tranlporting it to Europe, an^ enquired if it was common in 
the environs of Vera Cruz ; nothing however could equal his furprizc, when 1 informed 
him that, if he was anxious for fuch a meafure, 1 could engage to freight the veifel with 
it, that bore his flag from the excluflve produce of the vicinage. Such is the idlenefs, 
the ignorance of this people, that they give three reals * a pound for this root at Ja- ' 
lappa t , while they might have it for a quartetto at Vera Cruz, if they would but 
take the pains to collecf it. 

A difeovery like this rendered nie/ainous throughout the city: I was looked upon 
as a moft extraordinary character in thus being able to difeover a treafure in the very 
cufttfi-iy of thofo who were ignorant of ifs value. The^efteem this gave me was grate- 
ful ; and the good difpolition of the people generally towards me, which my difeovery 
occafioned, 1 endcavoui .'d to maintain and augment, not only by the earneftnefs of my 
lludy of.naiure, which was no irkfomc talk, but alfo by a fpecies of quackery, which 
I )Tckoned forviceabie towards concealing my definitive projects. Whether in the 
fields or in the flrects I conftanily had plants in my hand, and either employed myfelf 
in obierving them through a magnifying glal's, or in dillefting them with niceft care, 
h'iv room was overfpread with papers, covered with plants, and my tables with phials 
and hox;"s containing lecds. 

This policy indeed was requifuc to form an exciifc for my cuftoms, and the walks I 
undertook, w Inch elfc had been looked upon as purely vulgar j for the pride and 
vanity of the Spaniards was not a little Ihockcd at feeing me journeying on foot every 
morning the diftance of four or five leagues, loaded with a port-folio, and attended 
merely by a fiiigle negro, who carried my books, a hatchet, a mattock, and my break- 
faft. • , • ^ ^ 

1 fiicc' eded even beyond my vviflies in conciliating the admiration of every rank, and 
was Known by no other denomination than the I'renyh phyfician. The failors and 
foldiers laid in wait for me to alk advice for their complaints ; at firfl:, with the belt 
intentions, 1 prd'eribed remedies ; but when this became irkfomc to me, from their 
ropclitiuii atid intemperance, I got rid of them by charging the caufe to themfelves. 
Tile conflant diforders to which thefe folks are fubjeft are a permanent fpaftn, occa- 
fiolied anil maintained by the pradice of frnoking tobacco, and the brandy and rutn 
which they take without moderation ; in confequence, I proferibed thfc ul'e of thefe 

* From i8d. to i 9 <l. ftcrling. 

f A ti);vn twelve leagues from Vera Cruz, at the back of a moiintam, and handfomc\y hulk ; here that 
famous fair is held ordinarily of four months duratioiii at which the interchange of the pioducc of 
Luropc and America takes place, * 

articles^ 
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articIcSy and forbade the applicants coming again to me for advice until after an abfti- 
nence of three days : the prefeription fpet^dily alifgufted them, and they came to me 
no more ; ftill 1 conllantly faw and noticed them pointing me out to their companions, 
with figns of great refpea, A number of other perfons, tradcfpeofic and individuals, 
of whom I had no knowledge, followed my fteps with their eyes, and exclaimed with 
a kind of wdhder, « Do but fee that Frenchman, why he is going to Medclina on 
foot !” Unhappy people, fo corrupted by eafe and idlcnefs vfere they, that thefe ex- 
durfions,. delightful to me, appeared to them infupportable ; nay, to fuch a pitch is 
their inertnefs carried, that their mcanell fervants cannot go a quarter of a league 
without requiring a horfe, nor enter a wood, till cafed in leather to preferve their ikin 

from mufquitos. . • , . , . . . 

La Medelina'is a hamlet fix leagues from Vera Cruz, whither it is common to roort 
in order to bathe in the river of .that name. The fpot itfelf has nothing to recommend 
it but its happy fite, which draws thither many of the inhabitants of Vera Cruz. The 
bathing feafon begins in May ; for the houfes they arc but wfetched huts, alraoft loft 
in the afpiring grafs ; and for refrefhmeius, fcarcely is there a fou l or an egg to be 
had for money. Here, however, I part two days in the moll agreeable manner, in 
company with the general of the fleet and the family of the intendaiu's lady. 

But it is time now 1 fliould give fome idea of Vera Cruz. 

This city ftands in the Gulf of Mexico, on the margin of the fea, in a fan Jy and 
barren plain. Not the llighteft culture embclliflies its -neighbourhood : on the fl.uth 
infeflious exhalations from ftagnant raarlhcs contribute to render it exceedingly, un- 
healthy. On the north, where, from the arid fand, fait in cryftals may conllantly be 
colkded, is the road to Mexico, which for feven or eight leaf^ies runs parallel to the 
fea. On the weft downs of fand, ejected by the waves, ,obllru£l the view of all but the 

loftieft trees. / . « . . , 

In proportion as this fand, heaped up by winds from the call and north, becomes dry, 
it is again difperfed by the fame winds, and thrown forward, either into the town, fo 
as to cover all the houfes, or farther inland : to this circuinftance are to be attributed 
the downs by which it is furrounded. Whirlwinds, by raifing this fand, occafionally 
obltfud the fight, and render breathing difficult. , . , . . , . , , . „ 

Beyond this fandy plain and the mountains by which it is cnclofed, arc woods full 
of wild beafts, and meadows covered with flocks. 

Vera Cruz is built in a femi-oval form: its largeft diameter along the fea-lhore mea- 
furcs from fix to feven hundred fathoms. It is furrounded merely by a wall or parapet 
fix feet high by three broad, furrounded by a palifade of iron-wqod 'm bad con- 
difion. This wall, at intervals, is flanked by fix indifferent baftions, or fquare towers, 
twelve feet high by twenty each fide, fome of them terraffed, but thv reft empty ; the 
wall has neither ditch, counterfearp, nor any outward work. On the fea-fborc, on the 
fouth-eaft and north-weft of the town, are two redoubts, or rather terrafli'd baftions, 
more regular than the others, with a cavalier, and a battery of cannon : the entrance 
into the port is commanded by thefe baftions. , 

The whole of the houfes are of ftone. The lime which mixed with fand forms the 
cement, is obtained from madrepores, drawn up from the bottom of the fea ; as for the 
ftone for the houfes, it is ^brought from Campechy. M. L'Abbd Raynal, led into 
errer no doubt by the information he received relpefting this city, deferibes-it as being 
built of wood f but I have the evidence of my fenfes for the contrary, and the engineers, 
* to whom I (hewed the paffage in his philofophical hiftory, affured me that the whole 
place did not contain a fingle wooden houle : it cannot even be affirmed that fuch ever 
^ . . 5 was 
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v'as the nature of its ftruflurey as I have feen at leaft twenty boufes,mayorafgas*) which 
have laid in ruins for fifty years, the whole of the waHs of which were of mafon’s works; 
t however imagine t|)iat perfons have been induced to commit an error dbus grofs in 
their defcnption from noticing the heavy *and mafiive balconies of wood which entirely 
I'urround thC|^oufes as at the Havannafa, and which principally exciting an^ engroffiag 
their attention, will have (;aufed them to make the ftatement they have done. 

The boufes are neither built with greater regularity nor arc they more elegant than^ 
thofe of the Ilavannah, but the ftreets are wider and lefs clofe : they are ftrMght, per- 
feftly well paved with pebble, level, and well kept, which contributes to their neatne&, 
and gives them the better appearance. 

The only remarkable buildings are the churches'; like thofe of the Havannah, they 
are rich in filvcr plate, as arc the houfes in porcelaine, and other furniture from China: 
in this confifis the whole of the luxury of the inhabitants, for they are fo temperate 
that chocolate and fweetmeats confiitute almoft the whole of their food. * 

Vera Cruz has three gates, that of La MedcUna, that of Orifiava, and that of Mexico. 

Its only iiih:ibitants are a flendcr garrifon, the agents of government, failors, and a 
certain number of ntercliants, or rather faftors, for the vanilla, anifeed, and cochineal, 
which could not be exported by the galeons, the chief commerce for European goods 
being trani'adcil at Jalapa, iron only excepted ; which is taken from Vera Cruz. This 
collective population may amount to from fix to feven thoufand perfons, among whom 
if the governor be excepted, the adminifirators and the officers belonging to the land or 
fea fervicc, there are very few you can vifit on focial term^. 

The men are, genera' ly fpeaking, lofty minded and proud ; either from this being 
the fpocific charader of their nation, or owing to their exceffive wealth in a country 
where goli ftanips fo much value on its poffelTor t* They comprehend trade very well, 
but here, as eirewhcrc, their natural indolence, and their rooted habits, and fuperfUtion, 
render them irremediably averfc from labour. Inccflantly are they feen with their 
chaplets and relics on their arms and round their neck : their houfes are filled with 
ilatues, and paintings of faints ; and their life is a fcrics of devotional pradiccs. 

The women live rcclufc in their apartments above ftairs, to avoid being feen by 
firangers ; though it is by no means difficult to perceive that, but for the refiridions 
impofed on them by their hufbands, they would be far more eafy of accefs. Whenever 
they go abroad it is conftantly in a carriage, as I have before noticed is the cafe at the 
Havannah ; and as for thofe who have no carriage they arc wrapped up in a large 
cloak of lilk,'>which covers them from head to heel, and has merely a fmall opening on 
tlie right to enablt them to fee their road. Within doors they wear over the fhift 
nothing but a fmall filk corfet, laced with a gold or filver cord : the whole art of drefl!^ 
ing their hair is confined to briudiqg it, turning it up, and faltening if on the top of the 
head. Still, though fo fiinplc their drefs, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the 
W'rifl of the fame metal, and at their ears pendants of emeralds of greatcfl value, fo true 
is the obfervation, that fafhion and a tafie for luxury is preferibed by no rule I Geae< 
rail/ fpeaking, the fair in this city arc not handfome ; for however rich their drefs they 
il)ew a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent referve, a;;^ ftrongly in. 
dined to lafcivioufncfs. 

'rhe only.amufements are the negeria, a fort of coffee-houfe, whither the genteeler 
Ibrt repaiy to take ice-creams, and fome imitations of bull-fights for the vulgar ; unlefs 


* K^'blc c dales which devolve tii the mak line ad perpetwtatnn* 

t Ai VeraCru/. arc ft ven or eight houfes of commerce, in every one of which might be found ifmilUon 
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indeed under this denomination be comprized^ the proceffions and flagellations of the 
holy week, a pteiod at which I arrived at Vera Crnz. 

Twenty times during this week was I called to my window by the clinking of chains. 
"What a (hocking fpeftacla prefentcd itfclf! now a penitent in a woman’s drefs, in a 
petticoat a^d body of linen cloth of a (late colour, with arms extende^'^nd faflened 
tightly in an horizontal pofition, his back and (boulders fupporting feven old fwords 
^fuch as are ufed for (igns by our armourers, and whofe points collcdcd in a (luffed pad 
preffed* on the os coccis, his legs loaded with chains and iron weights, and in 
this garb marching (lowly along through the city, and paying his devotional viflts 
to every church. 

An inftant After this niifcrable objed was fucceeded by another ma(k, likewife in a 
woman’s drefs, but in white mitllin and naked to the W'aift, a handkerchief covering 
the boforn^' the legs loaded with chains, but the hands left at liberty. This penitent in 
the left band held a crucifix, and in the right a rough whip with which at every hundred 
(leps he lacerated his (lioulders and reins till ftreams of blood ran from the wounds,, 
and crimfoned the petticoat he wore. 

In the fpace of a week I reckoned not lefs than eighty niafks of this defeription. 

The proceflions prefent nothing more attraftive : eveiy chapel has its patron faint 
modelled in wax, of the natural fize, but of frightful afpeft, w'hich is carried on a litter 
by eight men who are relieved at intervals : all are drelTed in women’s apparel, the 
petticoat, the corfet, and the mafk of all are fimilar ; that is to fay, of linen ciot|) of a 
bluifh (late colour. They hold thofe exhibitions in fuch efteem that penitents arc to be 
fecn thus accoutred all day long, nay, even from the eveninj^ before, the next and the 
following day. 

Among thefe proceflions is one which, on account bf the objedl of it, is deferving of 
mention : it was inflituted on occafion of a fund of fix thoufand piafters, cflablilhed to 
portion off annually four poor marriageable girls ^ but by an abufe too common, the lot 
now falls, by means of connivance, very often on thofe in eafy circumftances, and at 
times on children of feven or eight years of age ; and while the objeft of the inftitutors 
oft^is benevolent charity was the folace of mifery, and the inculcation into thefe future 
nmthers of children, of a fpirit of religion and a modefl deportment, the intent of the 
ceremony appears rather to be the infUlling into their minds a tafte for expence and a 
love of frivolity. The chofen parties are condufted to church in fuperb . carriages 
covered with cloth of gold or filver, trimmed with magnificent lace, and adorned 
with the richefl pearls and diamonds, which opulent ladies take pride in lending 
for the occafion. A fquire, or a kind of fponfor, one of the moft refpedlable perfons in 
the city, gives the female his hand, and leads her, as in triumph, in the procelTion which 
follows the nuptial bleffing. During ray (lay I twice witneffed this celebration ; but 
out of the eight defied I certainly would have refufed to have taken feven for 
fervants. 

Fronting Vera Cruz, at the diflance of four hundred fathoms, is an iHet on which 
the cafUeof St.John de Uloa is built, the fire of the batteries of which cover and de- 
fend the town : this fort, long after its firft ereflion, was ftrengthened by more regular for- 
tifications: it is a parallelogram, compofed of four large baflions and three demi-lanes, with 
ditches, counterfearp, covered way, paliffades and glads from the fouth-weft.to the fouth- 
eaft, where the iflet is daily encreafuig, owing to the accumulation of fand, jlhells, and 
■ madrepores on the fouth the port forms a I'ufficienK foffe, as the (hip of the'captain of 
the p(^ is anchored at half-cable length from the rampart, which has an elevation of 
from thirty.five to forty feet. Nevcrthelefs, to prevent a landing, and the approach of 

boats 
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boats under cover of the cannon, Ae whole of the curtain, which b bare, as well as of 
the flanks of the two balUoi^ bearing on the port, are fraized with flakes of a remark- 
ably- hard wood, as black as ebony, which fharpencd, and rifing a foot and a half out 
of the water, hinder any veflel approachiflg within mufquet/hot. 

Here are three-hundred pieces of cannon carrying balls of from twelve to thirty-fix 
pounds. Still the place ii^not impregnable, fpite of the reefs which bouncf it on one 
fide, and the fort by which on the other it is defended ; and in this opinion I was con- 
firmed by the cafual glance of a French engineer with whom I converfed on the fiibjed 
for while he fupported the contrary, he call his eyes towards the fouth-eafl, where in 
fact is a landing-place of much Icfs length from the fort than the principal one, and oflT 
which veflels allailing would not fo lung be expolcd to the fire of the lotteries which 
crown the fort from the fouth-eafl to the north-weft, and might even anchor under the 
curtain, a veftige of ancient fortifications raifed very high, the fire from which would 
hence be of no avail. . 

A fquarc tower fixty feet high above the rampart, or the baftion of the fouth-eafl fide, 
commands the city, the port, the whole road, and the entire vicinage, and ferves for 
exhibiting fignals, which are repeated by the fhip of the captain of the port. 1 afeendedi 
this; on the firfl ftory is a terrace, on which is a battery of founbrafs tw nty-four 
pounders, w'ith a corps de garde of ten men. On the laft ftory is a centin' who is 
relieved every half hour, and gives advice of all he obferves ; and from his account it is, 
verifi^ by the corporal of the guard, that.thc fignals are made. At the time I was there 
there was but one battalion in garrifon, with one company of artillery, and about a 
thoufand convids employed on public works. 

The port of Vera Cruz is clofed by this caftlc and the iflet on which it ftands. 
From forty to fixty fhips of war and a hundred merchant fliips may anchor here in from 
four to ten fathoms. Tire reefs which furround it as far as the Ifland of Sacrifices, 
towards the fouth-eafl and the north-eaft, break the waves, and render it fecin-e againft 
winds blowing from the intervening points ; but to winds from the north-eaft to the 
weft-north-weft the port is expofed, and the north wind, which blows with great violence, 
frequently drives fhips from their moorings and cafls them on fhore. To this road 
however, it is, the only one in the gulph of Mexico, that all fliips laden with goods for 
Mexico repair, and hence alfo is remitted to Europe the precious metals and mer- 
chandize rendered in exchange by thefe extenfive countries. , . 

Seen from the caftle the city prefents a very handfonie appearance. . On the Cf 'th 16 
has a naturalimcadow, which forms an agreeable promenade except in the rainy feafon, 
when it is overflowed by a rivulet which fjjj^ms a niarfh at about a mile from the town, 
and furiiifhes the city with water ; as, however, the rivulet is not the produce of a fpring, 
but 'arifes from filtrations from the neighbouring dowis which colled and form a 
marfhy pond, the water is neither frefh nor palatable, whence that is preferred by the 
inhabitants during the rainy feafon which is kept in ciftems in the caftlc ; but in dry 
weather, when the water is filtered through a greater depth of fand, and confequently 
mori; purified, it is concluded to the city by means of a flonc aquedud. 

Though this rivulet can boaft but little depth of water it neverthelefs nourUhes 
caymans (alligators) from feven to eight feet long. I have myfclf frequently 
traced their footfteps, and even feen them plunge into the pool ; but they are by 
BO means dangerous. 

Vera Cruz has but one fuburb, which is very fmall, and lies fouth-eafl *of the town. 
*It contains two chapels, a bowling-green, and fome few gardens ^ but thefe are. in bad 
culfivation, and without any^, ornaments. The lemon, the palm-cabbage, and a few cocoa- 
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tret s are all the produftive oaes that are feen : a bombax or cotton>tree wkb r^ fiotvers, 
the azaderach ot bead-tree, and piftachio trees (plamaria) with red, white and yellow blof- 
fomr, are the only trees pleafing to ^e eye: hence the city is rendered fo dull, and ilerile 
of aipeft, that but for the qieadow on the foifth which lerves as a refort for carriages, 
and ihe verdure of which recreates the eye, Vera Cruz would be one of the mod tire- 
foine refidences in the univerfe. Fortunately nature, fo niggard of her boons in the 
^vegetable kingdom, has enmpenfated in the animal by a large difplay of bounty. The 
city and furrounding country fwarm with birds, wliofe various plumage and enlivening 
long, at once delight the eye and charm the ear. The ftreets of Vera Cruz abound in 
innumerable flocks of magpies of three difierent fpecies, all of them of a jet black : the 
fmalleft is of i^hc fame fize, as lively,' and as numerous as our fparrows, but lefs noify, 
and lefs troublefonic ; tlie fecond, of the fize and colour of our blackbird, refenibles it 
fa much akoften to deceive oile as to its fpccies ; the third, called in our colonies bout 
de tobae,« is a kind of parrot, Thefe three fpecies of birds are remarkably tame, and 
highly entertaining by their dilFereiu antics : they never attack the feeds of plants, but prey 
on infefts and the dung of mules, horfes, &c. I.arger than thefe three fpecies fuccccds 
<he vultur aurea, fo well deferibed by Mr. Jaquin : the name of this animal would induce 
a fuppofition of its being formidable j it is .however one of the leafl daring and molt 
ftupid of all the birds of prey, and never pounces on any thing alive : it is of the fize of 
a turkey.polt, and much rclemblcs it by its brown colour, and bare head, covered with 
a carunculated fkin, and it has juft fuflicient courage to fteal and fly away with pieces of 
meat from kitchens ; for this purpofe it lays in ambuflt until nobody is at hand, when it 
feuds I'wift and lightly in at the door or window, lhatching up^whaiever chances to be in 
its way, and flies out at the oppofite openings. Its moft alTured reliance is however on 
the fewers, the flaughter-houfes, and tlie cinujee of the country ; occafionaily it is feen 
partaking witK dogs, when thefe happen not to be very hungry, the carcafe of a mule. 
The tropillot (thus the Indians denominate our vulture) is inccfluntly eating, and when 
at length full, fleeps by the carrion, nor leaves it till it picks the very bones. I have on 
a morning feen a dead mule lying in the road, and at night noticed only the Ikeleton 
reiMining, though on the fand where it laid, I could not difeern the minuteft trace of the 
fq^cp of a dog ; the carcafe confequently muft have been devoured by vultures : this 
biid is fo little timid that it will fcarccly trouble itfelf to remove from the way of a 
palTenger, but, at the the fame time, it is fo fearful when caught, that it inftantly 
difgorges the contents of its craw, which forms a refource for its cnenjy the frigate- 
bird, a fpecies of pelican. • 

The tropillot is eafily taken, rifes but ^Jo a fmall height from the ground, and the 
feent of a piece of meat takes from it all inclination to fly away : if, then, this bird be 
purfued, all it relies on for cfcape is its legs, when it is eafiiy run down : the cooks and 
children then amufe themfelves with it, and after faftening tight round its wing a little 
bell, a bladder, or a ribbon, releafe it again; for the Spaniards, iftore humane than 
Frenchmen, take i»o pleafure in deftroying life. We know very well that, inftcad of the 
flocks which now enliven the air, if Vera Cruz were peopled by the former nation^ not 
a bird in time would be feen. £/ tomar fol, enjoyment of funfltine, fo much the delight 
of Spaniards, appears to be not lefs grateful to thefe birds. To witnefs the feeming 
pleafure they receive from the prefence of the god of day, they fhould be feen at fun- 
rife, as, at the fummit of a tree, or the top of a fteeple, they fimultaneotjlly, or in 
fucceffion, et^tend their wings, and keep in this attitude to receive on every part its warm- 
ing rays* ^in when they rife in air at noon, and ikim over the town in fwarms,- 
which almoll obfeure the Iky. 
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On tbe tnsrgm of the Tea, Ikttnming tnceflkntly over the waves and the fhore, is feen 
a fpecies of larusor guIH which has the ‘gait and flight of a fnipe, but Vhich is icarcely 
half its flze, and of a greyifh blue plumage. Dues a temporal make its appearance, 
or a {hark feek its prey in the port, inftantly fwarms of Jiittle flfli, ftnaller than our 
gudgeons, throw themfelves out of the water on to the fands ; then does this little 
gull, afccr^a mofl amufii^ fpeftacl^, as it pounces down with the rapidity of lightning 
from the regions of air, riles again, and repeats this evolution inceifantly for th|i 
fpace of a quarter of an hour ; I once had the curiolity to reckon the defeents of one 
of thefc little birds : in the lapfe of feven minutes, I counted eighty : it is indeed true 
that its extreme impatience oftentimes caufes the lofs of its prey, but nothing can be 
conceived more admirable than its excellent ihanagcraent and dexuprity in feizing 
the filh at the furface of the water without even raoillening its wing. 

'I’he buoys in the fea, and the bovvfprits of the veflels in the port, are covered with 
onccrotali, (the tantalus of Linrie', the tree-pelican of America), the pelican with 
a large craw, denominated by Linnc the true pelican, boobies, and ducks of every 
fpecies. 

On Ihore the rivulets and marlhes are inhabited by fwarms of fpoon-bills, four fpecies 
of llorks, as many of divers and coots, and fnipes more than twice the fize of thofe 
which arc feen in Europe. 

The meadows are covered with beautiful flai'lings of a black colour, with the Ihoulders 
and half the wing a blood red. . * 

OVi the bullies and hedges the male and female cu’ris or heron, appear to Form 
three fpecies, equally rare in their kind : the male from the fplendid hues of its 
plumage, and the female from the blue mantle which forms itsfuramer garb, and which 
in wintef changes to grey. Here too is feen the cardinal of as bright and Ihining a red 
as that of Louiliana, its lung, not fo varied nor fo melodious as that of fhe nightingale, 
is yet as powerful and as bold. Here a lark, of the fize and colour of the wit-wall or 
gulden thrulh, but more handfomely feathered, and of fweeter fong than our European 
lark ; the ramphallas, toucan or American goofc, whofe beak marked with yellow 
and black, is longer than its body from head to tail : honey-fuckers or humming birds, 
(trochili) of all colours and of various fize ; one fpecies of them which foars aloft in 
air, finging like the rifing lark, has its head and belly, which it proudly difplays, 
of a fear let colour; in another I'pccies it is of the molt fplendid azure. 

In the woods are found a kind of partridge as large as, and of plumage much 
refembling tjiat of our guinea fowl ; another fpecies no larger than quails ; craces or 
hocos of two fpocies with crops and crefts of the colour of wax, as large as turkeys, 
and. truly a royal dilh ; green perroquets, no larger than fparrows ; aras or arara- 
coyas ; Amazonian perroquets of a green and yellow hue ; four kinds of tui-tle-doves, 
in which clafs is that fpecies denominated ortolans by the colonilts of Sant 
Domingo. 

Vaft numbers of bulls and cows, alraoll in a wild flate, rove through the forelts ; 
a fpecies of rabbit makes thefe likewife its haunt ; it is I'mallcr, but in far greater plenty, 
than with us. Bucks and does, more than two feet high, are hei'e fo common that 
venifon is fold in the markets at only three reals the pound. Tortoifes are very 
numerous ; land-crabs too, as large as a man’s head, which leave the forells for the 
town, penetrate into the houfes, and climb into the granaries ; another fpecies is met 
with fo audacious that when furprifed, inftead of attempting to efcapey’raifed on two. 
claws, it defends itfelf with the others. A kind of fquirrel much larger than ours, and 
peffeftly of an alh colour, is another inhabitant of the fylvau kingdom, with ignans 
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or lizards, which grow to the prodigious fize of two feet in length, by ten inches 
in breadth, andfunufiian exquifite dilh for ‘thofe Inot afied;ed with voaereal com- 
plaints. 

Finally, the fea fwarms with iiih of moil; delicious flavour, which are fold almoft for 
nothing in the markets. * 

Such are the riches I remarked in this country, where mv Hay was limited to but 
one feafon, and where on this account, and owing to the Mmfiortant objed of my 
miflion, ,I was enabled to purfue my remarks to no greater length ; fuch are the 
objeds if prefents, fo worthy of the curiofity of a naturalift, and fo well calculated 
to render interefting a fojourn at Vera Cruz. 

Though the general aflqred me that the country produced rattlefnakes, I met with 
none, whethe/ my deviations were along the marllies fides, or whether I ftrolled 
through the woods ; but every where was I peftered with gnats (niaringovins) muf- 
quitos, and chicos or karapattas : had I ever the misfortune to brulh with my cloaths 
the brancfi of a tree, or any herbage, I was inftautly covered with thefc infeds : the 
drefs of the centaur Neflus, that lo fatal prefent of Dejanira to Alcidcs, had not a 
’ prompter or more tormenting effed than the intolerable itching occaftoned by the bite 
of this laft tribe of infeds : they peifetrate in an inftant through wool and filk, and the 
Spaniards, in order to preferve themfelves from the torture they occafion, are con- 
ilantly accuftomed to clothe themfelves in pantaloons of Oriflavji leather, and boots, 
and never venture through woods, except where they crofs the roads they have to 
pafs.«^ What however is extraprdinary, this fpecies of tinea or wood-loufe (the 'Kara- 
patta) is only found in the neighbourhood of the lea, the interior of the country, ten 
leagues inland, being free from its tormenting pcrfccution. •'rhefc; infeds at firlt oc- 
cafioned me dreadful fufferings. Three or four times op my botanical excuriioiis, was I 
obliged to pulj^ofiF my breeches and boots, add ferape them off me with a knife ; on 
reaching my lodgings, I was ufed to ftrip in hafte and throw all ray drefs into water, 
and found full employment during a couple of hours, in walhing myfclf, and feparating 
with a pen-knife thefc tiniae from my Ikin ; thefe are truly the dragon, multiplied to 
infinitv, which guards the fruit of the Hefperides. 

I pad now been fix weeks at Vera Cruz, nor would my flay have feemed long to 
me,- but for the anxious, the impatient defire I nourilhed in the inmolt receffes of the 
heart, of penetrating deeper into the country, and attaining the end of all my fccrct 
prayers. 

Not all of this delay however was thriftlefs; as a furtherance of njy defigns, 1 
liftened to all I heard ; and put opportune quellions occafionally, as if on a matter of 
indifference, and merely for the fatisfaftion of an idle curiofity ; and by fuch means 
fucceeded, without the leafl in,difcretion, in forming conception of the meafures by 
which my enterprize might be carried into effeft. 

One day while converfing with M. de Ferfen on the fubjefl: of the riches of our 
colonies, and the commerce they induced, he enquired of me if we cultivated cochineal ? 
I anfwered in a carclefs manner “ yes, certainly.” “ What,” replied he with affonilh- 
ment, mingled with vexation ftrongly depifled in his countenance, “ do the French 
then mean to deprive us of this branch of commerce hitherto exclufively our own ?” 
tt Why not,” rejoined 1, fmiling, and rallying him : “ do you then fimey yourfelf 
privileged wholly to monopolize this excellent boon of nature ?” ** In what part of 
St. Domingo ,thcn is cochineal cultivated ?” enquired he. “ At Fond des Negres,” 
■ I boldjy anfwered, for having already deviated from fa£k, I thought it improper 
to draw back, and was at the time far from being aware of fpeaking the real truth ; 
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and that the white or Sylveli;er>cochmcd did indeed exiftat the time at Mole St.Nicho. 
ias ; but I wiflied to prepare refoiirces againft furprife and miftrufl, in cafe of being in 
the end detected in bringing away the infects. 

At another time the major of the fleet, who had repeatedly promifed to Ihew me 
cochineal in th'e vicinage of Vera Crux, took me an iuring with him along.the meadow, 
and proud*of his rare knowlege, pointed out to me on a cactus called by the Spaniards 
tunas, for the cochineal infe^, a fort of caterpillar enveloped in white cotton, whioh 
turned out to be merely the worm of the phalcna or moth which preys on thaE precious 
infed, and from which I had fo much difliculty in cleanflng my nopals ■, I pofllively 
denied that it was the cochineal, and this m^flake of my preceptor led me into 
a direft error, I mean to fay, a perfuafion, oppofitc to the fa£t, that the infed did 
not exift in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a wrong perfuafion which prevented my 
purfuing my fearch for it any further here. 

The major undoubtedly related to Don Uloa what occurred during our* ride ; for 
the next day, while at dinner with that general, he enquired if I had not feen cochineal 
the day before ; 1 was apprehenfive that this quefiion was meant as a fnare, and this the ' 
rather as I fancied he was obferving me as he lodked in the glafs before which, with 
his back towards me, he was adjuUing part of his drefs ; and afliiredly, if fnqh had 
been the cafe, he muft have feen my confufion ; 1 endeavoured however, as well as I 
could to compofe my countenance, and anfwered, that what I had feen was not cochineal 
but a. worm ; that worms were without feet, and that the one which had been fbewn 
to me was long and cylindrical, whereas, either the ebehineal muft have legs and a 
body of hemifplierical figure, or the works of Linuc, and of Pedro Gaza and Her- 
nandez, both Spanilh naturalifts, who had thus deferibed the infed, deferved to be 
given to thfe flames. 

1 had fcarcely efcaped from the peril I have related, before I had to encounter 
another : in the courfe of dinner the general of the fleet offered to procure for me 
from the governor of Mexico the appointment of botaiiift on board the fleet then 
equipping at Acupuleo for the purpofe of making difeoverios north-weft of California, 
and to infure me a falary of two thoufand dollars a year, with befides a thoufand in 
hand for my equipment : he dwelt ftrongly on this propofition, and offered to prefent 
me himfelf to the viceroy of Mexico, to whofe court he was about to repair. By 
accepting this offer I muft neceffarily belong to the fovereign of Spain as a botanift ; 
but 1 did not fufter myfelf to be perfuaded by the great advantages held out ,to me, 
from ferving* my country ; the hope of rendering it a fcrvice weighed with me more 
than the fcdu6tiVe offers of Don Uloa. 1, however, returned him unfeigned thanks, 
and*excufed myfelf without evincing any difdainof the propofal; he again preffed fdr 
my acquicfccncc, when I replied that, having fuftained ho wrong, having no caufe of 
complaint againft the country to which 1 had the honour to belong, I coultl not efteeni 
myfelf juftificd in abandoning it ; and that, being a fubjeift of the King of France, it 
was not allowable on my part, at leaft without his permiflion, to dii^ofe of my fcrvicea 
to ahy other prince ; 1 added moreover, that being unprepared for any fuch expedition, 

I could not rcfolve on creating in my whole family, and efpccially in a father who felt 
for me the tendereft folicitude, that uneafinefs which would follow the ignorance of 
what had become of me, and where I was ; at laft, as his fuHcitaiions were ftill continued 
with much earneftnefs, I waved the converfation, and began fume other topic* 

We fpoke of the Paraguay tea ; from the defeription of it given to me,*I w.as unable ' 
•to comprehend farther than that it was the leaf of fome tree. I aflied the govcriior in 
a jolting manner, whether the confumption being fo very confiderable, there was no 

tax 
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tax on it when fold ; and he anfwere^, laughingly, that it really was in contemplation. 
After which, folicitous of turning the converfatiun on cochineal, he added that it was 
about to be iarmed in Mexico. The very mention of cochineal ftartled me, but 1 was 
upon my guard. , • 

I am una\yarc whether my refufal had or not engendered any ill will towards me 
in the general ; but fome days after he affeded to fpeak of botjny . in a^very flight man- 
iver : he could not conceive, he faid, how any one could take the trouble of making 
colledions of plants ; that, for his part, had he the finell; herbal in the world, he 
Ihould think it of no other value than to light ftres with, flurt at an attack fo rude, 
I looked at him with attention, and warmly anfwered, that for my part I was fo 
unfortunate as«to be ignorant of mathematics, of aftronomy, and navigation, but that, 
if perchance a book treating of ihofe fubjccls fell into my hands, far from committing 
it \o the flames, 1 (hould carefully prcl’erve it for my children, or for fome other 
perfon who might better than myfeif be capable of appreciating its value : 1 could not 
obferve that Don Uloa felt any ways oflonded at the firmnefs of my remark ; nay, I 
• have generally noticed that the Spaniards, though naturally lofty arul proud, defpife 
thofe who have not the hardihood ^ thinking or cxprelling ihemfelvcs with becoming 
boldnefs and dignity. Still had I to aferibe to this converfation the allliding con- 
fequence, that, though he never gave me occafion for complaint, the general never 
after, feemed to entertain the fame efteem for, nor confide in me to the extent 
I wiflied, and that, fur the future, 1 fltould have to place little reliance on bis 
intereft. ' ' 

1 felt the uneafincfs thisaffurance occafioned me, materially Jncreafed upon refleQiing 
on theobfervation of the captain of the quarter-deck, who one day dining with the general, 
in a naif manner, confeflTcd, that when a lieutemmt, he had been appointed in cohjundfion 
with one of his comrades, to accompany the Abbe de la Chappe on bis journey from- Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, apparently as a mark of diflin3:ion, but in reality for the purpofe of 
watching his movements, and preventing his viflting the works of the fortrefs of Pirote in 
the vicinage of Jalappa, which w'crc then under hand : I drew, as a conclufion from this, 
W’itl^reater reafon as I had come to the country without a paflport from the court, that 
I alfirwas beleaguered with fpies ; thele I reckoned could be no other than my officers of 
the corps dc genic, and .under this iniprcflion, it was not without much difquiet I 
qbferveu their noticing every thing, and ferriting every corner of my apartment : how- 
ever, rcficciing that 1 had had the prudence of concealing my plan from every body, and 
thatno papers 1 had could betray me, 1 became lefs alarmed j I even pafied piy time very 
plcafantly with my fancied fpies, vifited them very frequently, and profefled great attach- 
inliit to, and confidence in them. . 

They told me much rcfpedtilig the Abbd Chappe-dc-Haute-Roche ; they tKemfelves 
had made correrponding and ftmultaneous obfervalions in the province of Sonora, at 
the time of the expedition againft the favages, while the Abbe was obferving the tranfit 
of Venus over the difk of the fun. 

'I he arrival of learned men in this dull country is fo remarkable that it is tra- 
ditionally preferved in the memory of every body, and forms an epoch as noted as the 
appearance of the celeftial bodies they come hither to obferve. A Peruvian marquis 
whom 1 met with at the Ilavsnnah, never fwore by other name than de la Condamine ; 
he was indeed generally well beloved, and his departure was feen with fehtiments of 
•regret by all the Peruvians ; this by Don Uloa was not however attribute'd to any 
honorable defert in him ; he told me that he was a jocofe character, much addicted to , 
pl^antry in his converfation, and complimentary, even to adulation, tow'ards the 
• ^ Peruvians, 
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Peruvians, whofe friendflup and affeaiqn he Was folidtous of caplivatlnw ;.that at bottom 
he was a fliallow brained fellow, full of prefumption, and ready to facrifice every thing 
to the acquirement of fame ; he added, tfiat he had the meannefs to obtain a claflical 
defeription from Mr. JuHicu of Quinquina, and robbed him thus unfairly of the honour 
due to him of its djjcovery. 

I availed myfelf of the o|?portunity a converfation on this head afforded, to learn the 
truth of the relation given byM. de la Condamine, of the murder of Segnierguts, vffpeft- 
ing which I had always had my doubts ; I confequeiitly put many queftions on the f^ubjeft 
to Don IJloa, the rciuit of which was as follows : Segniergucs fell in love with a trades- 
man’s dauglttcr, who w'as under promife of marriage to an i\lcalds of the place : he 
met a return, and even more than a return to his paflion ; but, fatiety* cooling his 
warmth, he laucied he could not fliew his gratitude towards the lady in a better manner 
than by endeavouring to renew the engagement between her and the Alcalde, Now* 
in matters of this nature, the; S|)aniards are to the full as delicate as the French. The 
Alcaide turned a deaf ear to all fuggeffions on that head, and Segniergucs threatened 
compulfory mcafurcs ; inde ira. As ill luck would have it, Segniergucs W'ent to a bull 
fight, and was feated in Itis miftrefs’s box, at the ilRbint the I'peclaclc was beginning, 
and the Alcalde was ifiuing his orders for all'the inalks to leave the arena. I’he Either 
of his dulcinca, obftinately determining to remain, was greeted with a thrcfliing, ahd 
the dauglu^er, in the box where Ihc was feated, recognizing him by his cries, wrung 
her hands in greateft trepidation and alarmi “ My God ! ,my God ! Die fereamed out, 
it is my father they arc beating !” At thefe words, another Don Quixotte, Segnier- 
gucs jumps into the arente'-out of the box, and, fword in hand, cutting and pulling, 
attempts to /orce a paflage ihrqugh the poffe of officers ; the number of alquazils 
Increafes, and the mob fly to their affiftaitte ; diforder and tumult are at their height ; 
and though the Alcalde ilfues no other order than for the arreft of Segniergucs, he 
gets killed in the fray. In this event there is nothing but what is perfectly natural, and 
what might be expected from the petulance common to Frenchmen, and the arrogance 
of a young furgeon, who, intoxicated by a fortunate opening, fucceeded by the mod 
happy fuccefs, imagined in himfelf a right to do as he plcafed with the Peruvians, and 
injure them in their very home-fteds. D. Uloa further affured me, that no one but 
M. dc la Condainiuc would have inffituted the procefs which followed. He likewife 
related to me the adventure of the night, paflTcd in Pichincha, by M. de la Con-., 
damine, who, out of bravado, had feparated from his party, and lod his way, and 
how hejeercif hiiii upon it in the morning, on his reaching the rendezvous, drenched 
with^wet, benumbed with cold, and dying with hunger: “ What a fine night this, eh^ 
M. de la C'ondaminc, faid he, what a precious page for your journal !” 

On' another occafion the converfation turned on the Duchefs of Pompadour, with 
whom he had acquaintance whc;n in France. From the affeftionate manner in which 
he fpoke of her, 1 gueffed he was indebted to her interference for his advancement at 
the f panilh court. 

What however to me was far more interefting th.m all, was his account of the 
affair of New Orleans. Though he might appear to me inclined to relate facts in 
a manner widely different from that ufed by certain enthufiafts, the unaffected manner 
in which he delcribed the rude treatment he had to erdfurc, the little animation or 
vivacity he mingled in bis recital, perfuaded me that the revolution was nq other than, 
as he affured me, the effeCt of mifeonduCt and imprudence ; and that it was kindled 
and blown into a flame by the cupidity of the chief admin' ftrators of the affairs of the 
colony. The revenge taken by the Spanifti court was not merely a conl'equcnce qf 
VOL. xin. S H * the 
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the reprefentations of Don Uloa ; it was a merited punilhment of what was conlidered 
an a6l of rebellion, and fuch as in any other nation would probably have been extended 
to a far greater number of delinquents. The general agreed that the vexation of the 
people, at feeing themfelves turned over like inanimate beings, or animals fold in a 
market, to' another maftcr in Lewis XV. was not without foundatifm: “« But then," 
he obferved, “ as governor, w'hat had 1 to do with this vexa*tioh ; how could I remedy 
“it ; or how even the King of Spain hiiiifelf, fufEciently chagrined at being obliged to be 
cont€!nt with fo fmall a compenfation ? Circimiftanccs,” added he, “ alone were to 
blame, and the hard necellit-y to which, and to the iundance of a pow'erful monarch, 
he was obliged to fubmit,; while for the new government it has not after all been either 
injurious or (cvcrc to thofe by w'hom it was oppofed.” 1 have heard much fault found 
\vith Don Uloa ; but all the bibjefts of complaint that w’erc alledged a^ainft him were 
charges pf familiarity unworthy of his rank, and a lhabby meaimefs in his domeflic 
concerns. He has never given rooih for any one acculing him of injuftice or cruelty ; 
he was in faft the log of fable, his exceffive patience made him be defpifed and dif- 
mifled. O’Reilly, w'ho fucceede^him, was the ftork. 

However much amufed by theff’narratiycs of the general, I never loft fight of the 
objeft I had in view. I frequently vifited Don Atheiias and Don l.obo, two Spanifli 
merchants ; but faw' them thus often merely for putting myfelf in the w'ay of hearing 
matters relating to my plan. 

One day while in company with my French engineer, at the houfe of the latter mer- 
chant, 1 faw him examining certain packages of vanilla. I enquired, as if cafually. 
from what quarter it was obtained, and learnt that it camtf i'rom Guadalaxara, fixty 
leagues diftant, or from Guaxaca, the diftance of w,hlch laticT place was » himdreu 
leagues from Vera Crux; ulfo that it w'as cultivated by the Invlir.ns, They next talked 
about cochineal : I did not, as may well be conceived, begin this liibjcct, but 1 profiled 
by what I heard. I learnt that the cochineal from Guaxaca was preferable, and yielded 
a more beautiful colour than that from Vlafcala, or Guadalaxara, which made me 
refolve on choofing Guaxaca for the fpot I fliouid repair to. I had moreover two other 
re|^ns equally weighty for this decifion ; the firft, the better opportunity I fliould 
have of obtaining the inoft perfccl information refpedting the cochineal, in a coimiry 
where it is largely cultivated ; the fecond, the circumlfance of this road being lefs 
frequenh'd than that leading to Mexico by Flufcala and Guadalaxara, and this circum- 
ftance affording me a greater facility in avoiding highwaymen, and in^uifitive eyes. 
It is a certain matter, in faft, that, refolvcd as I was on the journey^, tliougli 1 Ihould 
not even obtain my paffport, and in fpitc of all tin; viceroys in the w'orld, I ran ipuch 
lefs rilk of dilcovery on the ro;id to Guaxaca, on which I ihould not be fufpetted, than 
on that of Mexico, the only city worth feeing, that only for which 1 had fought a pafs- 
port, and on which I Ihould be fought after on the firft notice of my departure. 

Thus, with a re(blutiori, il 1 lliould obtain a paffport for Mexico, to ufe it merely for 
Guaxaca, the route to which I had adroitly learnt from a Frenchman who had beqjn in 
the fervice of the late yiceioy, 1 waited with impatience an anfwer to the three me- 
moirs which in fucceffion I had addreffed to the viceroy of Mexico, to obtain the fo 
much wifhed for paffport*, ^and ceafed to frequent the houfe of Don Uloa, except to 
enquire refpefting it. 

f • 

♦ Even Sjianiards themfelves, from whatfoever part of the world they arrive at Ver-i Ctuz, arc not 
allowCii to leave it without a palTport from the viceroy. v 


At 
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At lengthy on Wednefday, the 30 th May, he in a very cool manner before dinner 
announced, that he had received an anfwer from Don Bukarelly *, in which he plainly 
ligniHed it was not in his power, as I was a foreigner, to admit of my entering et 
fatnofo reyno, except by fpccial order from the court of Spain. This news affefted me 
far more in reality than I chofc to Ihew, and 1 made a very bad dinner, though without 
attending tet what*I did I devoured a great deal. The general did not fail to enquire 
what I meant to do. 1 pretended to be fatisfied, and to be determined to demand the* 
necelTary paffports through the court of France, and wait for them at Vera Cruz, or in 
caCe of my being lent out of the country, to go myfelf in fearch of them ; but I had 
already made up my mind in cafq of fuch an event occurring as had happened. As 
Don Uloa had a quarrel with the governor, I naturally conclilded that the latter would 
have no knowledge tif tin; objoftion raifed by the viceroy, and decided on requefting of 
him a diftin^f palTport for Oriffava, which was within hi^ jurifdiction, and about forty 
leagues from Vera t>uz. By means of this paffport, to the licence in whicK I meant 
to give the trifling exteiifion of ftxly leagues, I hoped to reach Guaxaca, but hardly to 
itfclf did my lout unburthen t'lis defign, and with much more reafon was it then 
referved from others. 

I wctit in confequcnce to Mr. Ferfcn, and, concealing from him the rcfufal I had 
experienced, intimated how impatient I was to reach Mexico, what vexation fo much 
tardinel’s occafioned me, and how happy it would make me if even I merely obtained 
pc-rmiflion to herborize on the volcanic mountain of OrilTava : he ftopped me upon 
tliis, ihid proffered, in the handfomefl; manner, himfclf tb folicit the governor for the 
favour I fought. I flew hue his arms, embraced him in the moll affedionate manner, 
and that very evening, as a token of my grateful feelings, font him certain books which 
he had maliifoflcd a defire to polFefs. ^ 

I faw him the next day ; he had dined with the governor, and obtained the paffport. 
On Saturday he brought it me in good order : I conccalc?d from him in a great degree 
the tranfport I felt, left he Ihould recognize the groat importance I attaclicd to this 
paper, and be anxious to fcarch into its motive. 

The next day (Sunday) 1 palled in preparations for my journey, and dined with the 
general, that he might have no fufpicion of my project. 

Monday I was to have hired horfes in order to fet off tlie next morning. The 
morning of this day, this fatal Monday, 1 rofe in raptures of traitorous joy, and gayer 
than ever before ; 1 repaired to the dwelling of Mr. Ferfen for letters of I'ocommenda- 
tion to Oriflav^, breakfafted with him, and returned home to complete the packing of 
my things. 

Of a fudden I perceived a man in a blue coat with a red cockade, enter my apartment*: 
he was quite out of bn'ath, and looked wild, fiuifler, afld angry ; as foon as he was 
able to fpcak, he announced himfclf as the fecretary of the governor, and ordered me, 
in Spanifli, in the name of the King, to give up the paffport which the governor had 
entrufled to Mr. Ferfen. Thefe words, which I but too well comprehended, affefted 
me as would have done an elcdlric fhock. I alternately became pale and red, and 
feigned, in order to have time for recollecting myfelf, that I could not underftand 
what he faid ; but he fo often and fo diflinclly repeated to me, el papel que el fenor 
gobernader. entrego al fenor D. Francifeo de Ferfetiy that I thought it vain any longer to 

• However ungrateful to me the name of tfiia nobleman, I lure give it for reafons wfiich it may not 
be difficult to comprehend ; he was called El Excellentiffimo Senor, y Bcato Fraile, Don j^ntonio 
‘BukareUy^^ Urfua Tcniente General de Los Reinos de Nueba Efpana. 

5 H 2 
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turn a deaf ear ; then all at once, with another turn of features, and alTuminj^-a gay and 
gracious air, as' if I began to comprehend him, I faid I was incapable of making any 
improper ufe of a kindnefs I might receive from the governor, and delivered up the 
fapcl fo much fightd for Uy me, begging hint at the fame time to prefent my refpeds 
with my thinks. 

1 wifhed, as he feomed much fatigued, to induce the fecretgry fo reft himfelf ; but he 
,beggcd lo beexcufed, aluiriug me that he had exprefs orders to make no ftoppage any 
where 'until he had brouglu back iny paftport, and not to appear before his nflaft^»r 
unlefs ho took it with him. 

I readily c ' riceived from thele w onls that fome alarming ftorm was burfting over my 
head j but ftyi, tiling clifiimulation, I alked him, apparently with the urmoft indiffer- 
ence, what pofiibly could he tb.e motives of fo fudden a change in the fentiments of the 
governor? lie anfwercd, thitt thr poft that day had brought certain orders from the 
viceroy concerning me, in virtue ul vvhich he verbally notified that I w'as forbidden, in 
the King’s name, to leave the diflricl: of the city trf Vera Cruz. 

1 haltcncd to Mr. Ft rkn with fucb impatience that I almoft flew. I f:.w, I heard 
notliing, and was unable, Imt haflily, and in half-ejaculated words, to relate to him 
my liiliiffrous adventure, cenjuring him at the fame time to coniluct me to the gover- 
nor, in order to have titis nn.rier elucidated. "W e repaired to the palace, and found 
there the governor ; for his part, perfcdly fatisfied with recovering his papel, and 
making no computation beyond, he received me very politely, but at the fame time 
repeated to me the forbidd&nce before announced by bis fecretary, of exceeding the 
limits of the jurifdi£lion of the city ; an injunftion, he fakj, which by order of his 
fureriors, he was bound to communicate. M. de Ferfen joked with him, obferving 
that, if I had taken his advice, he would hayc found the bird flown ; but aTterwards, 
in a more ferious tone, he enquired what pofTibly could have originated fo rigid an 
injunction. In anfwcr, Don Palacio exhibited to us the letter of the viceroy, written 
after a deliberation of the audiencia real of Mexico, and the concluriiin of the pro- 
curator general, grounded among other matters on the apprehenfioii of opening to 
ftrangers the fccrets of the rich culture of the country. Here my heart panted fo 
vidRintly that I no longer heard any thing but the order for iny leaving the country, 
(an order quite the reverie of that 1 folicited) beginning : pero dc regrefa-' in fu tierra. 
On this the governor, wlio read the whole with much emphafis, laid Itill greater ftrels, 
reading it even thrice over, and Ihewing nie the letter where it was written : in fine, 
he was exprefsly enjoined to be hitnfelf prefent at my going on board, draw up a 
declaration to that effedl, and certify the fame to the viceroy. He rficn, fpeaking for 
himfcif, defired 1 would inform him when I meant to depart, and what fhip I meant 
to fail in. This 1 proinifcd ; after w'hich he took leave of me, making a' ihoufand 
excufes and profeflions, and even going the length of calling me hijo mio, or fon j but 
I was not his dupe. ^ 

On leaving the*palace I took a hafty leave of Mr. Ferfen in the ftroet, and repaired 
to my lodging, deadly fick at heart : I walked backwards and forwards, now threw 
inyfelf on a feat, and now into my cot, Twinging it from one fide to the other with 
fuch violence as to rifk breaking niy head againft the deling ; not the leaft ray of 
comfort beamed on my mind ; in vain did I exclaim to myfelf aloud, if puffible, that 
I might li'.icn and become lefs diftraCled. In vain did I exclaim. Be calm, thou mad 
man! poor 'intemperate fool, take pity on thy imelleds! Aft thou not yet at Vera 
Cruz*? haft thou not reached this diftance on thy road ? and doft thou not ftill remain ?• 
Oh ! yes, retorted auguifh, but thou art ordered hence, thou muft ,go, ana emjjty- 
‘ handed 
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handed go thy ways ! Thy plan of four years (landing, even in the very port, now 
falls to wreck ; f >ur years are lofl of ihe pr.ifeflion thyfelt feleftedft ; that hope of 
fortune vanilhes ! fo fondly pictured in thy mind ; the advances made by thy family, 
the bounty of thy I'overeign are vain, ^nd fooliihly gon*.* ; thou failell in an atfair 
undertaken in coniradiftion to th : advice of thy father, thy friends, and every one ; 
an affair wliich for four years has fubjeclod thee to nothing but alanits, chagrin, mor- 
tification, toil; and dangers of every defeription ; and what a blefil-d profit hafl thou 
gained! Thou liafl ralnly pledged thyfelt to the miniiler, and what account hafl thou 
to render ? Shame, humiliation, ridicule, contempt, will be thy lot ota every fide thou 
turnefl ; and worfl of all, thy objeil will remain une ffefted ; the Spaniards exclufively 
poffels their cochineal ! Thinktfl thou of this, ancl dofl not die of anguish ? What then, 
is grief fo little to be feared ; is it fo power lei’s of luffocation ? 

I paffl'd the whole morning a prey to fuch tonncntiiig rtfleftions, and under the 
greatefl agitation, fwallowing three quarts of lemonade, but without the lealt appetite 
for foo i ; no, the fmallelt morfel would certainly have choked me. 

Ar length, tired and overcome by the weight of fo much afRidion, my mitid made 
a lafl effirt for relief; by dint of perpetual repetition, thou art fiill at Vera Cruz— ■ 
the fimdainontal point of a d Iperate projpd prefented iifelf to my ideas ; I calculated, 
that as no appo-nted time was fixed for my departure, and as there was no fhip in the 
port which would fail for three weeks to come, 1 might in a fortnight s time complete 
a flolen journey. Thou abfolutely muff, faid I to my felf, penetrate into the inferior, 
though deft iiute of paflpori, mull bear away the (l.ece lor which thou hafl: failed, 
defpiie of all the dragons in the way. Inflamed by this idea, the very apprehenfioa oi 
b^ing unable to realife it threw me into a cold fwcat. 

GcIjdo le Wnc, buHon i Spio'tt. 

But this beam of light difperfed the former gloom, and brought with it a portion of 
tranquillity. I now thought of nothing but developing iny plan, and Jigefting its 
detail. I ualked out in the evening to take an airing, tiid went to the Nieveria, where 
1 treated my ingineers. They complimented me on forgeiiifig fo foon the vexation to 
which. I had in the nt! rning been fubjeCfl. I jufi’ered them lo rcmtiin in their error, and 
returned home where, without taking any flipper, 1 pafl'ed the night in reviewing the 
plan I had projedled in rny mind ; in retrenching, adding, and changing its minuiias, 
and in calculating on probabilities and accident.s. At lengili 1 k ll afleep ,and, refrcflied 
after three hours, found my fpirits lels heated, and my head more cl ar : at day-break, 
however, 1 refliclcd with I’ome furpn'ze that there was uo room left for any alteration 
in.the plan projedled the night before, a circuinllance arifmg from my peculiar ^tul 
conflr:ih’.e<l pofition : Mahan eji cenjUitm quod muturd noquil, fays I'acitus ; this I 
repealed to myfelf but in vain. I could find no plan better than the whole I had 
in mind, and no choice left but either to put it in execution, or return unfuccefsful ; 
the latter to me was more dreadful than death iifelf, and this at onpc jufUfied in the eye 
of rcafon the evident ranmofs of the aitemj)r. 

I rofe in the ntorning rather lefs content than on the mornijig before, but fufEcicntly 
fo to look on. the maximuin of danger 1 rifked with a diipaflionate eye; 1 found the 
worfl that could itappen to me, in cafe of arrefl. vvouli^ be to be I’ent back, tied hand 
and foot,' to Vera Cruz, and there to 'oe imprifoned in the fort, or on board the fhip 
of the general of the port, until my embarkation; in Ihort, mei*ely«i failure, that 
probtibly might not take place, in my v>bjocl, which would be the cafe however at 
cetuiniy if 1 did not attempt the jounrey. 


Every 
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Every thiag tended to ftrengthen me ra my laft refolves, though I reflect'd upon 
many obftacles 1 ■fliould have to encounter. 

In the firft place, nothing lefs than a miracle, on a road over which fo many pike- 
men were difperfed for the purpofe of arrefting deferters and llrangers, could guard me 
from being alked by fomc ohe,^or other of them for my paiTport. 

In the feednd place, my drefs was not that of a Spaniard^ and this inconvenience 
neither time nor my means allowed of my remedying ; this circumftancer ihewed me a 
foreigner,, and expofed me the more to the looks of curiofity. 

Thirdly, an appendage to the laft noticed predicament, I fpokc the Spanilh language 
very indifferently. 

In the fourth place, I was ahnoft ’entirely ignorant of the road, and it was only by 
the mereft chance and niceft management I was enabled to learn by what gate I liad 
to leave the town. • 

jKnally,,it was necefl'ary I (hould fet out on foot, in a climate where I (hould have 
much to encounter from .the fealbn of the year, and the fands througit which 1 had to 
travel. 1 muft alfogo unprovided with linen, provifion, change of drefs, and books, and 
without inftruments to reap the pofliblc refult of my excurlion, in cncreafing our 
knowledge of natural hiftory. 

I'he plan I framed for remedying thefe inconvenicncics was as follows : I ftiall travel 
on foot, laid I to myfelf, as a botanical phyfician refidcat at Vera Ouz, in fearch of 
ftmples ; I lhall affutne the appearance of taking a walk rather than being on a journey, 
lhall lodge only in the pooreft /tuts of the Indians, and in places away from the high 
road, pretending to have loft my way ; 1 lhall avoid all towns, hamlets, and villages, 
where poffible, and where not, pafs through them by night ; f lhall declare myfelf a 
Catalan from the frontiers of France, which will exj)l:iiw the reafon of my l][)t'aking 
French well, and the Sj)anifli but indifferently; 1 lhall always neatly dreft, wear 
fome trinkets, affedt a goc>d-hunioured and fri;e difpofition, and pav liberally lor all I 
take. With all thefe jn-ccautions I mull indeed be unlucky if 1 Ihould be taken for a 
foreigner or a deferter. 

In fine, after fomc little provifion againll the moft urgent wants, for example, a 
broa|^ brimmed hat, a net for the hair, a rofary, an indil'peiifable article, &c. ; and after 
fetting afide about three hundred gourds in quadruples, I fixed upon the Friday night 
following for my departure. 

In the mean time I vifited my friends and acquaintance, whom I apprized in a loofc 
manner that I meant to pafs the remainder of my ftay with Madame de lipuiilloz, at 
Medelina. . 

On the Friday I dined with the general, to whom I related the trick I had played 
the* governor. It feemed to pK a/c him greatly ; and he affured me, if I had fuddenly 
made my departure after obtaining the palVport, no notice had been taken of the 
matter. 

The remainder of the day 1 pafled with the engineers ; and returned home to refleft 
a few moments on iny undertaking. 

It was about nine o’clock wlten, after carefully locking up all my cffe^Is, I departed, 
as if merely to take a walk. 

I foon reached the rampart, ^fcaled it, and bade adieu to the city. 

For a long time I travelled brilkly along through the fands, under favour of the- 
light afforded by the ftars ; but a violent wind effacing all traces of the road, ahd the 
Iky being ovei clouded, I found myfelf wandering I knew not whither, at .the diftance 
of more than a league from the town : undecided, I went firft one way then another, 

II to 



CE MENONVILLE’S TRAVELS TO GVAXACA. 


791 

to the crowing of cocks, and obferved the rifing of ftnoke, but all ih vain. Though 
I had twenty times before travelled over thefe fpots, night, by enveloping all objeds 
with the fame lhadowy veil, disfigured ^he rallying points , which otherwife might have 
(truck my memory. I climbed large mounts of fund, fome firm, and others moveable, 
until I was utterly cxhaulted. At length anxiety, combined with fiitigue, made me 
determine on re-entering the city ; but now was the embarraffraent to find it, for I n^ 
longer diftinguilhed its fires : at length I faw one at the diltance of three 'hundred 
toifes, I ran thither, it was the cabin of a free negro whom I had fecn before in my 
neighbourhood. I told him I had loft my way in returning from Medelina j he directed 
me on the right road, and I was exceedingly furpHzed at finding myfel^a quarter of a 
league fouih of the city, while 1 imagined myfelf in the weft. I immediately fcaled the 
rampart, and returned to nty home, terribly fatigued, and ftill more vexed at my bad 
bcginiiiisg. 

iIow(;vcr, after changing iny linen, 1 threw myfelf into my hammock, and enjoyed 
a fleep as fweet as it was ncceifary. The next day, at three in the morning, I left home 
a fecond time, and again fcaled the ramparts, this time with fome rilk of breaking my 
neck ; — behold now Don Quixotte in the country. 

I ufed every precaution not to mifs the road 5 but direfting my fteps too much 
towards the north, 1 again ftrayed from my way, and was loft nearly an hour in the 
I'ando ; however, recognizing in the heavens the car of com of the conftcllation Virgo, 
and Mars, and Saturn, which wore already in the eaft,>I direftedmy fteps weftward 
till day-brmk : at four I over-heard the country people going to market, and, guided 
by their voice, kept on a parallel with the road, but about a hundred fathoms diftant, 
to avoid being foen. At lengtlis by dawn of day, the road taking through aforeft, I 
was obligcil to eiiter it, but 1 took the precaution to fiacken my pace as often as I 
diftiiigiiidu d any Indians, negroes, or Spaniards ; after they had pafl’ed I made up for 
loft time. At live o’clock I had cleared the foreft, and was two leagues and a half 
fr('m Vera (Iruz : here the road divided, and occafioned a new embarraffraent. 
Perceiving a muleteer with a train of a hundred and twenty mules advancing, I put 
qutftions to him wiih caution, and learnt that he came from Guaxaca, by the road of 
Monie (’alabaca, which he pointed out to me, obferving at the fame time, that he 
paffed it the day berore. Aflm* this. Very good, faid 1 to myfelf, to-night 1 lhall fleep 
at Caiaba^a ; ami faiinicring Icifurely along till he w^as out of fight, proceeded on my 
way ; but w^en Jio longer vifiblc to the muleteer, I got on at fuch a rate that by eleven 
o’cK;ck I had travelled nine German leagues. I drank a glafs of brandy and ate a 
bilcuit iti a tavern by the road fide near the foreft : this fatisfied me till nine o’clock, 
when I \?as parclicd with thirft. 1 was walking in aievel favannah thinly ftrewed 
with copies of inimofa contigera, boinbax, cciba, and wild fig-trees ; fave where thefe 
made their cafual e.ppearance the earth was bare ; for w'c w’erc now at the clofe of 
winter, that is to fay, of the dry heats, which parch all the herbage; ami the cottagers 
hadfet fire to the dry grafs, to admit of the young blades pufliing after the rain. It was 
to me a fpedacle truly picufing to behold, already, from the plain where I ftood, the 
mountains Alvorado on the fouth, thofe of Oriifiiv'a on the weft, and the Sierra 
Leona on the north-weft, forming a natural rampart extending the fpacc of a hundred 
and fifty leagues, and which mountains I trufted foon to furmount ; but in the mean 
time I was dying with heat and thirft. I met two muleteers, conducing two hundred . 
and fifty mules : I entreated them to fell me fome water : they anfwered they wttre not 
water-fellers, but at the fame time one of them unfaftened from the pummel of his 
faddle, a bottle full and prefented it to me. When I had drunk afte,>* this fafhioii much 
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at my eafe, I pulled out my purfe ; but, (licking the fpurs into their mulesi the mule* 
teers merely called out, Va ujied con D/w, Cod be with you. 

I continued ray way : by eleven I found myfi lf as thirfly as ever : I fancied I diftin- 
guifhed a hut; it turned out? however to be only one of thoi'e M'.'xicau ornaments, of 
which on inf road 1 met with fevcrdl, fanned ol earth in a pyrainuial (hape, from ihiny* 
five to forty feet high, on a bafe of twenty, and bearing a cl refembliince to our 
ice-houfciS. I looked round in vain on every no habnaiion was vilible nearer than 
fix leagues towards the north ; I could noi travel iarour o( my road. 1 tell no 

im:jgir»ed I had made a 
jairical ciiciimber; it is 
rar to the fpoc, gatliered, 
an^d even bit one. The eleftrw fliock is nor more fu Jden o( c (L et ; 1 thouuht myfelf 
poifoned;,in this dry and fpungy fruir I found a hot and corrofive hi:tenrls, which 
increafed my thirft in the proportion as* fulphiir and bitamen vve.ual ihe Haines ol a 
burning pyre. Foollfh boraniii. then fr.id I ro myltif, ciid \ni.i thjn nnagme that all 
coloquimidas miifl neceflariiy be fir.all ? This will teacii yon more carehiliy to (ludy 
thedifl'erent fpecies. The fi/^e of (he iruif, equal to t’ne.i of our m . loriS, and its round 
figure completely deluded me ; I therefore fought lome oihci* aflnager ol tliirlL 1 favir 
fome fruit of a certain callus, called by the Sp*aniards tirn is ; it is *a fpeciejs ol opimtia 
found in St. Domingo, with red fruit. I look two or ihree of fheiV figs, peeled and ate 
them. Thefe greatly leffjned^my third, when I plucked oth rs, and devoured .near 
thirty ; but failing pofldily of peeling tliem with due cutv', their burnie.g cottony cover- 
ing occafioned my longue and lips to fwell iiimicdiately, affd I found inyfelf on the 
point of fuffocation. 1 Hill continued my journey, and^ met v\i(h no one. At limes 
the leaves of trees agitated by zephyrs, {IruclC ilie ear in the manner cd diflant water- 
falls, or Ibme murimiiiiig brook: while lilteiiing to this plialing promife the winds 
Allied into calm ; I no longer heard any thing, and alrnofl refigned myieli lo deJpair. ^ 

In the mean time, the god of day, already four-and-t warily degrees above the hori- 
zon, darted his unfheltered beams upon me, a the>ufand limes retl'.:cted by the burning 
pla^ beneath. 1 had mcivly a very light Tea breeze at my back ; before an initncnfc 
plain eighty leagues deep, prefeiicd to my view at the extremity ncuhmg but lofty 
mountains: it feemed as if all nature confpired againft me. I thought at one iiiftant 
1 plainly diftinguilhed the roof of a hut. I quickened my fteps, but after going three 
quarters of a league in the dire£h\jn I faw it, I found myfelf in a little thicket, where, 
no longer perceiving the objocl, I fancied myfelf mifhiken, ami for once loffall patience. 
I halted, and looking carpiully round a bornbax, to fee if there were neither a ferpent 
nor mufquitos to dread, 1 laid dpwm under its (hade, and flept nearly two hours. <iTheTun 
had now paffed its meridian, I rofe, and fad enough, continued my journey ; but oh ! 
uniooked-fbr haJ^pin^'fR, I had fcarcely proceeded a quarter of a league belt^re I dif- 
tinftly faw the houie I thought I had fecn before. It was Hill about fix hundred yards 
from me on the fuinmit of a hillock, near the river Jatnapa ; to reach it took but ^ an 
inllant, and enchanted with ihe fight of that beautiful river, I would fain have leapt into 
iis waves. I entc?red the cabin about three in the afternoon. The holl was a fhepherd : 
him I conjured* as well as^the hoftefs, por amor.de Dios to give me drink and food : 
this they did with all diligence. 1 drank fucceffively a quart of water, two quarts of 
milk, and -as jnany of h nionade, and devoured the wing and thigh of a turkey, with 
’ thr€*e ^"cfh laid ej^s, before 1 anfwered theleaA queAion. The fhepherd afked me if 
I was a Spaniard (Caflillano). 1 anfwered, I was a phyficianof Catalonfe. I judged as 
much; faid he, from your gait ; you Europeans take longer Arides than we Creols. 

0 * Thus 


Lf IL. 


ratigue, tne rt^acl was good, out i w'as dyrng v. 
charming difeovery on diPJnguif]iing*in a ihickct a kind of 
but iiinpid, faiS I to mY^df, but it is acinvous and rcfrolhin^. 
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Thus do thofe who are moft nearly connefted with nature obfcrve her wijh keenefl eye. 
As the fliepherd feemed to me rather curious and dilccrning, I paid him, and complain* 
ing of a dreadful head>ach, threw rayfelf on a hurdle made of branches, where I fell 
afleep. Four reals which 1 gave my hoft earned me at lead four thoufand bene* 
di£lions. , 

I flept fo tranquilly that I did not wake until three the next morning. The morning 
broke on the world here only at four, ftill I did not fail purfuing my journey, without 
taking leave of my hods, for fear of awakening them. 

1 defeended the hill and reached the fide of the river : at fird I was under fome 
embarraffment rcfpetling the means of croffing it^ but rccollefting that it is but a 
branch of |he fame river which flows by Mcdclina, and that it is not deep, I was on 
the point of undrelfing myfelf to wade over, when about twenty fathoms higher up 
1 didinguiflied a flar-bottomed canoe ; I jumped into it, anSi feizing a boat-hook, pufhed* 
over in an indant to the other fide : in no part did I find more than three feet water, 
though the river was two hundred yards broad. By jumping on fliorc I aw'akcned 
a dog, which began to bark, and foon after I noticed a negro looking at me over a 
hedge. 1 alked him what was the fare of the ferry ? A real was his reply. Then 
give it me, faid I, jokingly, for having done your work for you : he at this was content 
to receive nothing, though I left him his fare. 

At this fpot 1 avoided the fird danger 1 had to encounter. The right pafl'age, as 1 
learnt «n my return, is lower down, and fhere a corps de garde is dalioned, and a 
picquet of pikemcn : iny ignorance of the right road th\i5? freed me from many inter- 
rogatories. 

After pafling this river 1 had no other to crofs for fixteen leagues. I tripped along 
lightly by narrow but good and eafy paths : for the fpace of fix leagues I law not a 
finglc human being, and fltould willingly have fancied myfelf for an inftant the only 
one in nature, but for an immenfe number of rabbits, far from wild, that gambolled in 
my pathway. Few' deferts are feen equally beautiful : more than half the ground con- 
fids of an c.xcellent daple of loamy earth, yellow, or black, and well adapted to culti- 
vation, the remainder of Savannahs. At fix in the morning I heard turkeys on my 
right, which made me imagine myfelf near fome dwelling. About feven, I faw a dozen 
of them fpring forth from fome withered herbage before me, and fly away with a 
terrible noife : their flight was fo rapid, and fo long continued, that I was fatisfied of 
their being wild turkeys. A quarter of an hour after, two others ran from the ground 
about a hundr&d deps from me, and afterwards, three more from my left; circumdances 
whicl^ convinced me of their being an Indian produffion, or at lead’ of their having 
become naturalized in the country, and ihook off the domedic yoke. ^ 

By nine in the morning I found myfelf t^thin reach of 'what is called a rancho, (a 
fort of canteen.) Here 1 found an old, curious, and impudent negreis, but neither 
bread, nor meat, nor eggs, nor brandy : I was fain to be content with a dilh of hard 
badly dewed, and a morfel oi bread I had brought with me' from VeraCruzr. 
Happy precaution ! I made myfelf fome punch with ta'fia, and afterwards took three 
hours red on a frame of bamboos in fhape of a beddead. 

At one in the afternoon I continued my journey. The Iky was overclouded, and a 
brilk wind blew. In the morning I had eroded five arroyos, or torrent-beds, and in 
the afternoon paffed again twelve others. Nothing can be conceived m 9 re fatiguing 
and unpleafant than thefe paffes, owing to the trunks of trees, blocks of done, and 
mondrous pebbles, with which they are drewed. I was indeed in a flight degree in- 
demnified by the variety of the plants 1 found in them. 1 faw a mimofa perfeclly 
VOL. xiii. SI ’ fiaiilar 
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fimilar in leaf^nd port to the pomegranate-tree, yucas fixty feet high, ferns of very 
fingular kinds, an arum with an upright but low ilem, and a palmated-pin'iiatifidc leaf, 
a plant of great beauty, but fo large that a ^oot would weigh ten pounds ; polyanthi, 
amaryllidcs, &c. I found* among thefc torretit-beds likewife fcveral wild horfea, but 
very rarely any water. , 

At length 1 reached mount Calaba 9 a by five in the evening, much fatigued. The 
apprehenfion of lofing my way, and of not readily finding any other refiing-place, made 
me di ferniine on halting here. . 1 expefted to have found it a villajie : it was but a 
rancho or mefs-rooms, round w'hich horl’cs, horned and other cattle, \vi!re rearetl, and 
nothintr but maize was fown, wluch ferves for food as well to the cattle as their 
guardians. *’J’hefe ranchos are compofed of three or four wretched huts : tl|p demefne 
tlepcndent on them is fometimes from ten to twenty-fivc fqiian,* leagues, in \^ich were 
'about a hundred horfes, three or four hundred flicep, and a few hundred cows : this 
rancho was cxtenfivc, the fanner, a Spaniard, or at lead of mixed br^jed, was about 
lixty years of age, of handfomc figure, civil, but grave, and of ratlier, as he feenied to 
me, a harfh character. I accoll(?d him, and entreated Ihelter : he gi aiited my requeft, 
admonifliing me beforehand that he kept no inn, and had neither bread, nor meat, nor 
wine, nor brandy, but to W’hat he had 1 was heartily welcome. I begged of him half a 
dozen eggs, which 1 ate with tordillas. Thefc tordillas are cakes made of maize, lirft 
boiled in water, into which a handful of lime is call to foften the exterior ikin : the 
Ikin is afterwards waflied off, and the peelc'd maize is cruflcd with a cyiindricaf Hone, 
by rolling it over a flat one eighteen inches long by ten broad : after this lirlf procefs, 
it is kneaded with the hand, and rounded and flattened to riie thicknefs of about four 
lines: it is then baked on*a Hone or iron plate, heated for the purpofo, av'.d turned, 
that both fides may be properly baked : in two minutes the cake is made. It is always 
an infipid food, but very flomachic, never caufes indigeftion, and at no time occafioned 
me any inconvenience. In a family confilting of two women and live or fix men, the 
former are conllantly employed, morning and night, in preparing tordillas : five or fix 
are requifitc for one perfon at each meal, and they arc cotillantly eaten new. 

holf, who appeared to me to bean old foldicr, and who, as 1 afterwanis learnt, 
was really one of thofe pikemen whom I fo much dreadttl, leemed a wily old fox, at 
leaft by the que-flions he put to me ; but as I had undoubtedly every rcfemblance of a 
phyfician, he could but give me credit for my tale. Noiwiihfhinding this he pcrii- 
nacioufly refufed me a horfe for the next day, for I thought myfelf now far enough 
from Vera Cruz to venture this indulgence : I was however foregd to forego it. 1 
ofii^red to pay him for his flipper, but he refufed to take any recompence Upop this 
I gave four reals to his wife or miltrefs ; for though he had a number of children I 
could not learn from him whether or no he was married. My liberality earned me 
for the night the enjoyment of an old cloak, which had once been blue, but which 
from fervice had become grey. In this I wrapped myfelf, and laid me down on a mat 
on the floor of a neighbouring penthoufe : but for this kindnefs I rifked to have /Jied 
of cold, for fcarcely had 1 left the door of the hut before one of thofe dreadful ftorms 
of rain fell which are termed at St. Domingo avelaflfcs, and of which the drops are as 
large, and fall w'ith as loud a found as the molt formidable hail -Hones of Europe. The 
noife they made was frightful : the rain driven by the wind penetrated the branches and 
leaves whicl\ covered the penthoufe, and ran through as from fo many fpouts : in an 
inllant the vdiole of the interior was drenched : one would have thought a water-lpout 
had burlt over the place. The weather caufed me the moft mournful reflexions. In 
a, country interfeXed by torrents and rivers, if this ftorm Ihould only be the precurfor 
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of Others, how {liould I be able to travel, efpecially on my return with the booty I 
hoped to gain ? Could even the beft horfe in the world carry me fafe among the r^ks 
and trees which are almoft always brought down the ravines after fuch ftorms ? Tbefe 
rcfleftions were very far from comfortable ; but having planned every thing for the 
beft, I had no other reliance than on Providence : with this conclufiou I cpvcred my , 
head with tile cloak, and ejijoycd a profound fleep till four the next morning. 

The melancholy ideas which had allliScd me the evening before vaniflied with the » 
fhades of night : a clear and ferene Iky, a cool morning, the profped of the indhntains 
of Oriflava, from which I was now but twenty leagues diftant : their branch, which 
advanced forward about eight leagues like a fteep and inacceftible rampart along 
the whole contour of the plain, delighted me, and inftiHcd frelh courage in my 
bread. Prom Vera Cruz I conftantly advanced fouth-weft : here the mountains in 
front of the plain, having no opening on the w'eft, the road bends fcveral points to^ 
wards the fouth. • 

It is worthy 8f remark, that throughout this vaft plain the courfe of the torrents and 
rivers is from north-weft to fouth-caft, and that their beds, though in a country fo flat 
as to feom a level, have confiderabic depth : this fingularity arifes no doubt from their 
defeending uniformly from the mountains of Oriffava, and from the immenfe volumes 
of water proceeding from tlio melted fnow, and the hot fprings of thefc mountains 
having, by their weight and iinpulfe, gradually excavated the country to a vaft diftance, 
and llms,iu the lupfeof lime, worked a flope for themfelves, which they do not feem 
to have poftefted at an earlier period. * 

Though the rain was dreadfully violent during the night, fuch was the parched ftate 
of thele landy cantons, that the ground was moiltencd fcarccly two inches below the 
furface. ( )n this day’s journey i found oaks with ovate leaves llightly dentated ; a 
while amaryllis, which 1 brought back with me ; a polyanthus, whofe rafped root is 
ufed by the Indians in lieu of foap ; three large Hocks of flieep ; twenty coveys of par- 
tridges, nor fo large as quails, and rabbits out of number : I had to pafs, moreover, no 
lefs than fixleen arroyos. The foil appeared to me generally more fertile and of better 
ftaple than that obferved the day before j ftill is it not the lefs uncultivated, and with- 
out inhabitants. 

By eleven in the morning I had travelled eight leagues without eating, and without 
drinking any thing but a little lemonade, which 1 procured of two Indians who were 
building a hut, and w ho were the only rational beings 1 met with. I now found iny- 
fclf at the fooi»of the firft chain of mountains, but the fteep and almoft perpendicular 
declivity before m(?, the projecting rocks of which were difccrnable through the hang- 
ing \V()ods, formed only a portion of the obftaclcs which nature, not fatisfied with this 
bulwark, has oppofed to the entrance into Mexico. In advance of thefe fteeps, and at 
the very foot of them, Ihe has formed an enormous foHe, at the bottom of which runs 
a river ten fathoms broad, of fuch rapid, fuch violent current that it has dug itfelf a 
bed, through ten ftrata of difierent kinds of ftonc, of eighty feet dec'p ; over this bed 
it wihds its courfe like a ferpent amid the fands, almoft without a murmur, but foam- 
ing, and with the rapidity of lightening : on throwing a pebble into the river, I judged 
the depth of it to be fifteen feel : when from a wretched bridge made of half rotten 
bavens, by which this river is croffed, one looks down on fhe torrent below, the head 
turns diz^y. At the extremity of this bridge is a rock which commands and covers it 
in fuch manner that ten men might keep as many regiments in check : In the rock 
An juigular and xig-zag paffage is cut, through which the road lies, and in wlxith no 
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more than twoperfons can march a-breaft ; add to this, a few pieces of artillery placed 
on the fummit could thence deftroy an entire army venturing to force a paflage. 

Haifa league lower down is another river, which empties itfelf into this, called the 
Rio de la Punta, or of the.Point : this is notffo deeply incafed as the one it joins. I 
found at thp end of the bridge by which it is pafied a Spaniard who received toll ; as he 
had neither bread nor wine, I refolved on proceeding to dimp at San Lorenzo, though 
tthe diftance was full three leagues. The toll-gathcrer warned me, de las a^uas^ (the 
cominpf rain,) I heeded him not, but had caufe to repent : a heavy fhower quickly 
brought me back, and fubje£l:ed me to his jeers. On its ceafing I refumed my road, 
and foon reached fome fugar grounds, which feemed to me forfaken, notwithllanding 
the buildings were capacious, the pfantations very extenfive, and the canes fifteen feet 
high. At length I came to a ravine, the bed of a torrent, a hundred and fifty fathoms 
broad, and forty feet deep. 1 fancied before me the enormous ikeleton of fome extintt 
river, if ‘fuch an expreflion be permitted, the only one I could fancy adequate to depict- 
ing the gigantic ideas enforced on my imagination by the fingular I'peCtaftle of the rocks, 
the immenfe trunks of trees, the enormous ftones of all colours rounded by long and 
violent friCtion, which were piled on each other in confufion in the chafm. What a 
horrid fpcClacle, but yet how magnificent, how terrible! Allthefe mafles, nowmotion- 
lefs, and furrounded by deepeft filence, had erll been driven with refiftlefs inipctuofity, 
had experienced, amid the noife of horrid crafh and dafhing foam, an active change 
of ftation : how mightily powerful then muft have been the vaft and inconceivable 
volume of water, that thus dould have made the fport of weights and bulks like thefe ! 
Scarcely, though the bed was dry, was I enabled to pafs ihjfe obllruClions to my way. 
PiCluro to yourfelf, reader, this chal'm, winding, vaft, and deep, cnclofed on cither fide 
by a foreft of trees, equally lofty, ftill, and fombre, aitd afk, what painter could venture 
the difplay of fccnes fo wild and monftrous ? O Vernet I ’lis thou alone perhaps 
wouldft not in vain have dared. 

Here it was I law many pairs of thofc beautiful parrots of the Brazils, with poiiitcd 
tails, called araracauiias j of the Amazons, with green plumage, mixed with the yellow 
oifthe jonquil, and of the fizc of the Guinea parrot ; and a bird of prey, black and 
white, with red feathers round the beak,tlie fize of our buzzard. 

A moft excellent ftaple, in addition, prefented me on every fide a vegetaiion equally 
abundant and varied } bur, alas ! it was iinpoflible for me to load mylell wiiJi lueh a 
mafs of treafure j I therefore made the belt of my way, wuth my eyes caft down, and 
felicitous almoft of avoiding the fight of objeds I could not thoole but figh lor. 

At length I arrived, cxceflively fatigued, at San Lorenzo. The inn here is for a 
Spanifh inn a charming one, and to me was truly fo. I’he miftrefs was civilj and*I was 
ferved with diligence. I had four frclh eggs, a chicken, and fome excellent bread, 
together with fome tent wine. Immediately after 1 departed, refolved on reaching 
Villa Cordova that day, but fcarcely had 1 left the church-yard, where I had been to 
examine at Icifure’its plumerise, (frangipaniers) with purple coloured, rofy, and yellow 
flowers, and thirty feet high, before the rain again began to fall. 1 took flielier ifndcr 
an Indian hut, when at the inftant a negro pafled me with three horfes, the fame I had 
before feen at La Punta ; I did not venture to accoft the negro before the Spaniard, 
but with Indians I was rendered bold by necellity. I alked him to let me one of his 
hotfes, and he agreed to conduA me as far as to his village, two leagues beyond, but 
the name of which I forget. I jumped on horfeback, upon this, without either boots, 
fi)ur,*or cloak the negro, in order to fheker me from the rain, contrived to cover my 
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head with a mat, which hung down before and behind like a Dalmatian mantle : never 
was Robinfon Crufoe more grotefquely apparelled. 

We had got, at a pret:y briflt pace, a league on our way, when my guide pointed out 
to mo the garita, or guard-houfe of* the cuftora officers, by the fide of the road. 

I trembled on remembrance that I had no paiTport : the guards had the right to ftop 
nle, but wtf were now tqo near to feek to avoid them ; I therefore conceived I could 
do no better than pretend to be afleep on my liorfe, and even half dead, in cafe thqy 
Ihould attciript to force me to alight or fpcak. How over-charitable my opinion of 
Spaniffi cenrries to nouriffi fuch difquiet ! The rain prevented thefe vigilant gentry 
from leaving their ffiolter, and even, no doubt, from feeing us ; and we reached the 
village by night, without any accident. In the Ihop of a* grocer I njet with bread, 
wine, eggs, and chocolate, and went to reft, after agreeing with the negro to conduff 
mein the morning to the city of C'ordovafor thirteen reals. 

1 flept badly : at two in the morning 1 ran to the hut of my negro to awaken 
him, and halten our departure ; but in vain, we were not able to fet off before four. 

We entered the gorge of the firft chain of mountains through an immenfe foreft.. 
It foeins the Spaniards, at one epoch, deemed this paffage of importance ; for at every 
league we difeerned the ruins efforts, redoubts, intrenchments, and other fortifications, 
more or lefs dilapidated, by which the gorge had once been defended. This gorge is 
about a hundred fathoms in breadth. Between San Lorenzo and the city of Cordova 
1 re;;koued I'evcn of thefe forts, all of them built of ftone, but not any of them In an 
integral ftato: in lieu of thefe it is, and near them, that*fome guard-houfes, called by 
the Spaniards garitas,i Ijave been conftrutfed. Never did I look upon thefe guard- 
houfes againft finuggling in fuch an odious light, or as fuch a fhocking proof of the 
arbitrarineffs of power as in tin* New Wprld. In a country where with difficulty the 
moft abiblute neceffaries of life can be obtained, is it tolerable, that by the exertion of 
atrocious bai'bariry, an indigenous plant, which nature ftrews beneath the very footfteps . 
of the inliabiianrs for their comfort, (hviuld become fo far a fcourge to them, that they 
are r.ot at liberty, without the livelieft dread, to ftupify themfelves by its narcotic qua- 
lity, and itcep in oblivion the memory of their fufferiugs ! 

The foil we travelled over conlifted of a deep and inexhauftible red earth, Angularly 
fertile. 1 law again another fugar plantation, and canes ol monftrous fize, beyond 
itnineiih; fields of tobacco : thus the moft productive ground in nature is in the hands 
of a lazy people, who merely cultivate a plant which can give no nouriihment to its 
cultivator. » 

Four leaguesT brought us to the Villa dc Cordova. Domes, towers, numerous 
ftceple;:, a.nnounceJ a large city, and gave me great apprehenfion. A frefli garita at 
the gates of the city ! Might there not be fome information given refpefting me ? Might 
not a troop of pikemen be waiting to put me into irons ? Alone, on foot, 1 might 
have avoided the town, as I intended ; but to atf thus in the face of an enemy, to im- 
plant fufpicion in the mind of my guide, or even to make him n confident, him, an 
iflrican, an individual of a nation the moft perfidious, one ol' the fubjecls of the Wng 
of Spain, the moft devoted to his fervice. This could never enter my head ; to fend 
him back was by no means a fafer plan ; on the contrary, I treated him with great 
kindnefs. . 1 therefore refolutely entered the city, but I deemed it right to play the lame 
part I bad done at the laft village. How little I knew of the Spaniards ! they are by 
no means fo vigilant or adive : they never enquired for my porimaflteau, nor lub- 
ieded me to the leaft ferutiny. • 
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I alighted at an inn in the fuburbs, where I fell fuddenly ilK I laid me down to rcfl, 
and had a Ibup Ynadc ready for me. 1 flept till two o’clock, and arofe radically cured. 
After eating an indifferent foup, made with excellent mutton, I paid my reckoning, 
and enquiring for the relidcncc of the Aicadc*Mayor, I pretended to direct my Heps 
towards it, and traverfed the whole length of the city without meeting any other than 
Indians or Negroes. , ' 

^ The city of Cordova may be a thoufand fathoms fquarc. Although an ancient 
town, the iflets arc ftill, at Icaft the greater part of them, gardens excepted, in the 
centre of the city, where is a large fquarc, equal infize to the place Vendofme, at Paris, 
with three fidcs of (Jothic or Moorilh arcades, ornamented with a tafty fountain, which 
Jets forth a prcjdigious voIbiuc of exquifite w'ater ; the fourth fide is occupied by the 
great clturch : the ftreets are paved, broad, and rcclilcniar : three-fourths of the houfes 
are of flone, but the inhabitants arc poor. Whenever nature is peculiarly bounteous to 
man, there is man conftantly leal! attentive to nature : accuflomed to her boons, he 
contrads a liftlefs lazy habit, which prevents him from laying up ftore agaiiifl her 
. viciffitudes. The city is built on a raifed plain, formed by a long hill, between two 
valleys, each of them bounded by lofty mountains, which form the pafs into Mexico. 
The opening between the mountains may be about a league wide, but no where is fuch 
rich and beauteous vegetation apparent ; no where a field for culture which would be 
fo luxuriantly repaid as on this long plain, 'i’hc foil here is a red loam, from ten to 
fifteen feet deep. In the gardens, cherry-trees, apples, peaches, and apricots, ar.e in- 
termingled with fapotiliers and<orange trees, thus combining the fruits of botli hemif- 
pheres. In the hedges arc elders and afli trees, with a fort of arborefeent tegetes or con- 
volvolus, the feed of which I could not procure ; and a fecond kind of this plant w'ith 
bell fhaped flowers, which, eight inches in length by a ’breadth of three, are pendent, 
the margin terminating in long lacinia:. 

The quantity of rain that fell at noon was confidei'ablc, and the road was very 
flippery ; ftill, in order to avoid all interrogations, I determined on fetting off : the moll: 
difficult point was to find the road to Oriffiiva, feven leagues diflant : I follow'cd one at 
all rifk till I reached the extremity of the fuburbs, where I met fomc Indians who put 
me iiFthe right w'ay, from which I had deviated about a hundred fteps. 

After an hour’s travelling it began again to rain. At this inllant I met a train of more 
than two hundred mules : their loading had been depofiled under tents, and as for the 
mules themfelves they remained quietly feeding in the high road, which is conflantly a 
fpace two hundred yards broad, covered with turf of perpetual growth, but«.vithout any 
ruts, or tracks of carriages, as there are none ufed in the whole diftane’e between Vera 
Cruz and Tccuacan. 1 was obliged to enter an Indian cabin, where 1 drank a,glafs‘of 
pine apple water, a beverage, if well made, equally pleafant with lemonade : for this I 
paid a real, and the rain ceafing, refumed my journey. 

Two leagues thence* I defeeuded a deep ravine, in which I perceived a very folid 
flone building, without any roof, and long deferled ; but whether it had been a citadel, 
a temple, or a private houfc, I was unable to afeertain, owing to the trees and herbage 
with which it .was covered, and which concealed the plan of it. I merely remarked 
that the walls, flill twenty feet high, w'crc three feet in thicknefs : the windows refera- 
bled ihofe of our ancient churches ; but of what utility a church in this pofitipn, where 
not the fmallell veftige of a village could be feen? It is therefore more probable., it was 
o.rjginally fomc*fort intended to defend a bridge, over a fmall but very rapid river, 
which runs, by its walls; fUll, for this purpofe the fite could not have been worle 
iikofen, for by ai’cendiitg or defeending the river, the fort would have eafily been 
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avoided ; and it is, moreover, commanded by the fummit of the hill, mi the Hope of which 
it is condrufted. 

A few paces diftant are feven or eipht huts, near another river, which like this has 
its courfc from the north-weft: in the ravine in which it run were fome elders and 
afli trees o^ (ingutar beauty.- A league beyond, on the left, and at a hundred paces from 
the high road, I faw fniii* ]\Iexican monuments, forming a quadrangle: e:ich conliftqd 
of a pyramid about twelve yards high, with a bale of twenty. The foil* here was 
excellent, yet, n itwithllanding, dcftiiuteof cultivation, if a little tobacco be excepted. As 
for the pafturc!; they wore fo exuberantly cloihed, that on a plot of about a fcpiare 
league,.! counted no lefs than eleven flocks of flu’ep, each oonfifting of f\x hundred. 

Night was now drawing on, wiien fortunately 1 met an Indian, whofe diredions pre- 
ferved me in the right road to Oriflava. . . 

Thanks to the rain and tlie (hades ol night, I was not ftopt cither at the garita of the 
city, or at another which I iiaffed on an cu'inence near the ravine. 

I was much faiigueti with a march of eight leagues, through the rain, and over a bad • 
road. 1 entered three Inns in fucceflion, but could meet wilii refuge in neither, their hoftg 
ohjeding to receive me. and recommending me as a llranger to the ca/a rca/c, a kind 
of hofpital for travellers, the name of which, howev er reipedablc, was repugnant to my 
feelings; fo much does ignorance at times give formidable fliape to names ! At length I 
entered a fourth inn, called la cafa grande : tlie front of it was a grocer’s fhop ; within 
wa.s * vafl court, furrouiided by arcades, which ferveil as,a corridor from top to bottom, 
and four fides of building ; the caftro introduced meat firft into a room, beftrewedwith 
tlie dung of the poultry v.Iiici) roollcd in it. 1 looked at him indignantly, with my ftick 
raifed * iutd ready to llrikc him, in cafe of his not fttevviiig me fome other apartment. 
Though lefs filthy, the chamber he gave me was nowife better furnilhed : a bed-frame 
of bambo, a table, a wretched fear, with one of its legs rotten, a door-way fimilar to that 
of a citailel, and the ruily liinges of which would not admit its clofing ; fuch was the 
lodging I had to lhai'e with a ]>oife of flapping bats : for fupper I had four eggs, a difh 
of ftewed beans two Spanifli radiflies, and half a dozen lettice leaves ; as for bread and 
wine I was oldiged to feck them niyfclf at the fliop. Such an expenditure made 
mo be confidcrcd of confequcuce, and ftm two reals I obtained a inattrafs : my fupper 
coft me four. 

At dawn next day, I pondered on the means of learning diftinftly the route and dif- 
tance to Guaxaca. Aficr long meditation I entered a convent of Carmelites, where 1 
begged to fpcak jviih the prior : 1 was no doubt thought to alTume above my fphcrc in 
fuch a requeft, and the fub-prior came to me. Judging from his round and jolly coun- 
tenance,’! deemed himaperfon in whom I might confide. 1 therefore told him, as in 
fecret, that being a phyfician and botanift, my occupation was the ftudy of natural hiltory 
and plants; that for three years I had been on my travels iit view of perfe£Ung myfelf 
in this branch of fcience ; that during a tcmpelt 1 had made a vow to go on foot to 
Nfi;a. Snra. de la Soledad, in Guaxaca, which till now 1 had faithfully executed, but 
that, feeling myfelf exhaufted with fatigue, and preffeu for time in order to return for 
embarkation, 1 was foHcitous of learning whether fuch a I'avorable interpretation of my 
vow could be admitted, as would allow my completing thc.refidue of my pilgrimage on 
foot, in prefenting, as was but reafonable, for the indulgence of deviating from the 
letter of my vow, certain pious offermgs and alms. After a learned difeulfton on ihi^,- 

. ♦ It IS fit I fiiould remark that no rcfpcdltable tradefman, nor any one in cafy circumfiiana s, vouelifafcs 
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point, my Carmelite was of opinion that I certainly might, by means of prayers and 
alms, acquit myfelf towards our Lady of the Solitude : taking him at his word, I drew 
from my purfe four medios d'oro *, and begged of him to take upon himfelf theolFcr- 
Ihg I wUhed to make : this he rcfufedf af&rtning the fum to be thrice too large, in vain 
did I inlift : 1 could not prevail on him to accept any thing, ^which not a little difeon* 
Cfited me, as I hoped by dint of bribery to obtain from him * the information which 1 
needed ; neverthelefs I did not lofe all hope from the civility he (hewed me : he even 
prefented me to four other fathers, (hewed me the houfe, the garden, and was in rap- 
tures at the defeription I aft'orded him of diifcrent plants, of which the community was 
wholly ignoraq^t. At length I was bn the point of lofmg my fub-prior, when I be- 
thought of inquiring whether there was not a convent of Carmelites at Guaxaca, and 
how far that city might be diftaut : this time my good monk fell into the fnare. 
Anxious to appear well informed on what I enquired, he afforded me an itinerary fo 
minutely detailed, league by league, and village after village, that the general of 
• an army might have trufted to it for the plan of a march, as 1 had full means afterwards 
of afeertnining. 

Highly charmed, after a route of forty leagues, in which I had, as it were, been 
obliged to feel ray way, at meeting with a perft df and unfufpccted guide, 1 was pre- 
paring to take my leave, when the brethren obligingly prclTed me fo take a furvey of 
the upper apartments of their houfe ; hence it w'as that 1 could but admire the 
deligiuful lltuation of Oriffava. 'I’his city is about three thoufand yards long, 'by a 
thoufanid in breadth ; the ftreets, fpacious, clean, and well paved. Excellent water, 
pure as cryftal, is found in every quarter, but the cool 'proceeding thence gives 
fuch a fpur to vegetation, that, fpite fd' t ver^ precaution, the pavenumt is overfpread 
with herbage, nay, even the houfes though of ffone are covered with mofs, evergreens, 
and ferns of every fpecies : its p<>pulaiion is 3000 whites and 1500 negroes or Indians: 
its mannfadtures confift of fome lanneries and coarfe cloths. '1 his is the entrepot for 
the traffic between Vera Cruz and the cold countries: here the caravans of mules 
are ^nt to reft and lojourn a w hde ; ar.fl here the clerks of different houfes fix their 
prices on the articles bnnight fn'in the interior and from Europe. The city (lands in 
a valley a league wide. The country about enjoys the advantage of yielding the fruits 
of Europe by the fide of thofe of America. 'Ihe air is mild yet lively, and the tem- 
perature enchanting. At nine in the morning, the tbernrometer of Bourbon denotes 
12® above the freezing point. 'J’he city is lurrounded by infulated inouipains, W'hich 
leave between them fo many little gorgc.s or openings : the fummit.s of thefe mountains 
pnefent the eflfedl of a palifade of pyramids covered with forefts of the livelieft verdure, 
delighting while they cafe the eye : their angular points rcfcmble fo many pin^, while 
above themj proudly eminent, rifes the volcano of OrilTava, clad in perpetual fnow, 
and prefenting at once, in conjundlion with the minor mountains, the fingular contrail 
of boreal winter with the fummer’s grateful garb. Let the reader figure to himfelf an 
immenfe fugar-Ioaf, its apex obliquely truncated towards the city, and evincing a pmof 
that, when it burnt, the ignited eruption rolled towards the plain of Vera Cruz, and 
he will have the image of the volcano of Oriifava. The fadl of the eruption of the lava 
in the direction afTumed, is confirmed by the pumices found by me on the very margin 
of the Gulf of Mexico, in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a fadl the more furprifing 
•when it is colifidercd the diftance is not lefs than five and thirty leagues from* the city 
of Oriflava, a city which afTuredly wras not founded previous to the extindhon of the 

* Sterling 7I. las. 


volcano. 



DE MENONVILLE’s TRAVELS TO OUAXACA. 8oT 

volcano* which fecms even now to threaten the city. "When in the morning the plain 
was ftill enveloped with the darknefs of night* I faw, and with fentiinents of admira* 
tion and delight, the towering fummit of this lofty mountain, Ihining like filver, but 
filver gilt with the faffron beam of day. » 

The convent of the Carmelites built with a imgniBcence, truly barbarous, polTefles* 
in its maffive ftrufture foraewhat noble and ftriking : internally it is lively, very clean, 
and kept in excellent orefer. Paintings, in the moft extravagant ftile, are laviflicd op 
every part, but their bright colouring pleafes the eye : the church, as ufual,* is gilt in 
ridiculous profufion ; but in the fanftuary, worthy of remark, is a very extraordinary 
pi£lure, reprefenting the AiTumption of the Virgin : Mary is feen, ftill proftrate, but 
in a fuperb chariot with fix wheels : two bifliops'drcft in copes and metres, hold the 
naves of the wheels in one hand, and a flambeau in the other ; fix others arc mounted 
behind on the footman’s ftand : the trainers are twelve cherubims with blue wings, 
and in Roman drelTes, a helmet on the head with feathers, and their hair*floating in 
the manner of dancers in a ferious opera, and they are harnefled to the car, with traces 
like our cannoneers, to the gun. Elias on the box, with a lily in his hand held like a 
whip, a£ls as coachman ; and his difciple Elijah, on horfeback, as poftillion. 

After having thus furveyed the whole of the convent of the Carmelites, I departed 
loaded with civility ; when in the middle of the ftreet, a new incident, which I had not 
forefeem, difturbed me an inftant : I knew every ftage on my road by heart, and all 
but the moft cfTential matter, the gate by which 1 had to leave the city : I ventured to 
enquire, and a rogue of a fhopkeeper direfted me oppofite to the right, I had in 
confcquence to retrace my fteps, and on return, met my gentleman, who merely laughed 
at me, but a frowning brow and an angry look I darted upon him, changed his coun> 
tenance, ^nd made him pale as death. I at length pafted the right gate into the road* 
over a bridge that croffod a fmall river, which bathes the exterior of the city : a very 
large ftreet, which ferves as a fuburb, led me to the barrier at the foot of another 
bridga. This pafs was guarded by cuftoms officers j one of them enquired whither I 
was going: I told him to colled plants ; and that I lodged at the Carmelite convent, 
from which I was fhortly about to go to Vera Cruz. In turn, I put many queftions to 
him!; and the fellow conceived himfolf highly honoured at having in his power to give 
information to a foreign phyfician fo learned as myfclf. I’he chief of the officers then 
took me afide, into a room well furniffied with fpears, piftols, and fwords ; and now, 
thought I to myfclf, you are caged ; I was however quit for a moment’s dread, and 
a fight but Jittle agreeable indeed, though without danger : the fpedaclc dlfplayed, 
was the confequcnce of a malady faid to have originated in the country where I was, 
and willj which our chief was dreadfully affeded : I preferibed to him a mode, of 
treatment ; after which, dying with impatience to relume ray journey, I left him, 
in fpltc of all his olFers of fervice, and his invitation to take chocolate. 

I left Oriffava fatisfied with having foine claim of fervice from a man whom I Ihould 
clfe have reafon to fear on my return. 1 marched on in high fpirits, and mended my 
pace in view of gaining the mountain before pie, and even of climbing it, if poffible, 
to enjoy the beautiful profped I promifed myfelf from its fummit ; but when I had 
travelled about four leagues, I found myfelf tired, and in need of nourilhinent. 

I refolved on entering an Indian cottage on the road, where I was well received, and 
treated with bread and eggs, all that can well lie expefted from this wretched clafs 
of men: but what ftruck and charmed me far beyond my mral, was the perfeft 
beauty of the miftrefs of the cottage : 1 looked for faultinefs in her, but, ahnoft naked 
as'ftie was, having nothing on but a furbelowed mullin petticoat, trimmed with a rofe- 
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coloured cord, and a fiiift which left her fhoulders bare, the niced ferutiny difeovorsd 
no defect, her whole figure emulating in fymtnotry the regularity of her features. 
I told her flic was very handfomo : it feemed to pleale her and two old women who 
were prefimt ; the one her mother, and the »lher her aunt, laughed heartily on the 
occafion. 1 put many quelt?ons to her ; and learnt Ihe was married and had children ; 
thefe circumdances but rendered her the more interefting, imd her charms had even 
a diforderly cfi'c'cl: on my fenfes. I ventured to draw forth a piece of gold ; but recol- 
FeiXing pyfelf : wretch ! faid I, what wouldd thou ? Is fuch the object of thy 
toil ? In a foreign country, friendlefs, and without fupport, environed by myriads 
of dangers dill ever fpringing beneath your feet, wouldd thou lofe thyfclfi’ vvouldft 
yield to the enervations pf voluptuonfiiefs ? Madman away I With thefe Iblf-rcproofs 
I left the cottage without fpeaking a word, or daring to take another glance, and 
dragged myfelf, fighing along. When I had jiuirncyecl half a league, I fouiiil inylllf 
better : a j^houfand different ideas came to my affidance and confulation, and I found 
myfelf quite nffreflied, proving what is faid by La llruycrc, that “ notliing more 
_ enlivens the fpirits than the reficclion of avoiding a folly.” 

Defpight of the bad roads, I journeyed on a league and a half, and ibund myfelf 
oppofite to Aquulfingo, where the dedication of a belfry was celebrating : I did not 
choofe to dop, for I could have halted otily at the Cafa Reale, and 1 had imbibed luch 
a dread ot lodgiegsof this kind, that I had no incliaaiion lor experiment. 

I mud oblerve that, in every village, the. Gala Re.de is the court in which the 
Alcalde fits, and judice is adupnidered : when not appropriateil to this aagud purpofe, 
the Cafa Reale is only a wi etclied caravanferai. or raiiier penihoufe, in which travellers 
obtain Iheller gratis. Cotntuonly the wlivde luniilure cotifilfs of two or three frames 
of bamboo for beds, a table, a feat, and a hemii'p!',e»e of crcfccntiu or v -libi, which 
ferves at ouct? for pail, for pils-poi, and to drink ifom. An Indian is kept in guard 
of thefe precioUvS articles, and to wait on travcIiiTs, Unit is to l.iy, to fetch them \v!nu- 
ever eatable can be found iii the village for their money : this guardian is denominated 
a cafero, he Is alfo a cook ; but bis v/hole knowledge of cookery is confined to boiling 
an egg Inird, and burning a chicken. 

I tlQvellcd on, and came to about fifty Indian huts built on the road fi le' ; wavering 
in opinion whether or no 1 Ihould dop here, or attempt to climb the mountain at the 
rilk of being caught in the rain, I remaiiied Ibnu; lime irreloliite ; at length fatigue, 
the dread of loling my way, and the more wi'ighty dread of being thoroughly I'oakctl, 
determined me, though it was yet bnvatl day-light, to enter the lad of the,luilian hut.s 
which I law on ihc I'oad : it was iiuiit like tin’ cabins of the charcoal-inakters in the woods 


of France, but fo low as prevented one danding upright. ^ 

I found hcreaiemale Iiull.ui.and a little girl, bufiiy employed in making tordilyas; 
they received without ceremony, but yet with refpocl. 'I’fiey did not comprehend 
a fingle word of Spanilh, nor I the lead of the Mexican tongue, fo that our converfa- 
tiviri was necelfarily by figr.s. The mother prefented me a tordilya, which 1 took and 
ate, but with no appetite, giving her in return a real. I prefented the little girl a packset 
of pins, whicli llie accepted, and found mighty curious : immediately another tordilya 
was ferved up, covered with an egg and chili : the latter dilh 1 found excellent, and 
paid for with another real. I kiw they were preparing me dill others, but I made them 
fignsto defid. 

^ Tordilyas have before been noticed : they form the chief food of the Indians. As'for 
chili it is a Mexiican fauce made of pimento and toniatas, or love-apples, pounded 
together in a mortar, and mixed with fait and water : it is the common fauce, and 
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indifferently for bread, meat, and fiffi, and is tlie molt delicate ragout knowm to thefe 
v-orthy people. ^ I’lioie who arc in eafy circuniftanccs, always kec p it'by them to eat 
their tordilyas with, which are without it infipid. The Indian wiien he lias notoinatas, 
knowing without doubt the affinity between them and niglyLfliado and phyfalh, or the 
wiiitcr-chcrry, fubftitutes alkckenp^ or the winter-cherry, as I frequently remarked 
on my way,* a circumitanpe which put me on my guard in eating this fauce. 

Night coming on, the father of the family arrived with live children, the oldell* 
aboiil fifteen ; three others, one of which at the brenff, had remained at home ;• thus in 
all eight children, the father, mother, and myfelf, wTre collefted under a little roof of 
ffiinglein a hut, but fifteen feet fquarc. The poor Indian, tired with' labour, and half 
ftarved, prefenied a mild ami benignant phyfiognomy : he* •fijewed n>e forne little 
attention, but overflowing with avfecUoti, he fmothered his children with kilfes, while 
the tcnderell love lit-ainod in his looks, w'liich were conftanlly dirt.Cf, d to bis wife, fave 
when Ire.tn renrrefy they wore turned to mo. lie fpoke a few words of Sj’.aniili, but 
our convirlaiioti was little. A profound filence reigned during the whole rejiull: ferved 
up, t;oiili;Hr.g of tordilyas and ciiili : it was the f’iliaefs of delight, interrupted at 
iiiter'..i!s by the lone., o*' a language fweet and fiiori, and by fountis which ri’fc.nbied 
the li'.eloiiious notes of liie bull/inch ; thus joy, tendernefs, and repofe ;i\v;urcd t!ie 
worthy Indian, us contp'. nfations for his daily toil. He gained by his work but two 
r. i!s. 1 gave him i t addition two. but profit feemed to intercil him little. y\v;\rice finds 
1^ er.trar.ce in the heart oj the child of itature, awake to the feelings of a hulband 
lar!;.'r! • 


clijt 


1 laid <.!nv. u re. ref:, niy Iteart full of this fccnc, and adverting in thought to that at 
my diiti.er, Ibcli, laid I, !i;rh are the hearts in which you would have plunged ten 
tlionfand daggers by the (etitiction of a wife, the joy and only folacc of her partner. 

'i’o thefe n [iocli;nis a riioulaiid infects joined their froublel’omc hum to drive away 
ropofe. 1 1 .id ilretchcd on two bad fheep-fkins, hut the night was cold, and I had no 
covering, the rain even penetrated our llender roof. As therefore I could not 
lleep, 1 rofe and loft thcle good people in filence, hut deejdy ufi'efteJ with what I had 


obferved. 

The evening before I noticed near their houfe a bath of rather a curious conftruc- 
tion : it was a little houfe eight feet long and fix broad, with walls two feet in height : 
its roof, finipcd like ours, covered with ri;lge tiles, overtopped a wall built of brick, 
and refcmbling that of an oven : the iL>or alio was paved with brick : it w'as raifed near 
a fountain or rivulet, and beneath its level. Witltin the building a fire is kindled, as 
in an oven to hetiPit : the fire is afterwards withdrawn, and the ftreamlet fuffered to 
enter. After a few minutes the invalid, about to avail hiirdclf of the bath, is placed in ii», 
feet downwards, with no means of breathing, but by the* door which is about eighteen 
inches fquarc ; this remedy is rarely tiled, and only in defperate cafes, as I was enabled 
to gather from the broken feateiices and geftures of the Indian : of ftovesfimilar to this 
I met with fevertd on my way. 

I 'have obferved that on quittiug the plain,- the road lays through a gorge W'hich 
begins at La l*unra. This g'^rge is bounded on the fourh-wt lt by Aqnulfingo, and fud- 
dcnly by an appendage of the volcano of Oriffava, wliich forms, as it w'ere, a kernel, or 
tenant, that .unites the frante of the two ranges of mountains which form the gorge in 
which the cities of Cordova and Oriffava are liiuate. I’his kernel or tenant it was 
neceffary I ftiould pafs to enter into Tecuacan. 1 had obferved it attentNely the day • 
•before, and noticed the road traced t)n its reverie. However high and fteep the Aioun- 
tain, this road, which is very well planned, and paved even in certain parts, would be 
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far lefs laborious to traverfe, were due care taken to repair the injuries to which it is 
fubjeft from fptings precipitated from the top of the rocks in a thoufand fingularly 
curious cafeades ; and from the torrents which, during heavy rains, bear every thing 

before them. * 

I was on this road by two in the morning. The atmofphcre was replete with moifture, 
owing to the night dew and a thick fog which covered the ujountain: the ‘cold in con- 
fequence was fo beminibing that I could fcarcely move my fingers. I afeended 
'rapidly^ and by day break was on the ridge of the mountain. I faw there a number of 
oaks, fiinilar to thoJe of the plain, the lavin ftirubs*, and arbuftac, which I took for 
myrtles, but which the obfeurity prevented my afeertaining. I was pleafing myfelf 
with the magnificent profpeft I fhodld enjoy ; the eafe with which 1 Ihould contemplate 
the volcano,' and the birds-eye view I fliould have of the gorge 1 ha ' quitted, and the 
plain I had to enter on the rding of day, as 1 alcended the mountain, but my expecta- 
tions were fruftrated by the fog, which did not difperle the whole day long. 

I faw on my way two dealers in poultry ; and farther on, two caravans of mules 
feeding around their encampment. 

Scarcely had I gained the fummit before 1 had to defeend, for the crefi of the moun- 
tain is barely ten fathoms broad. I now tripped lightly down, faiisfied within myfelf 
I had nothing further to apprehend, and as much at my eafe as it a thouiand leagues 
from thofc whom my fears reprel'entcd in purfuit of ine. 

r fancied myfelf in quite another country ; and in fact nature prefente d a v^jlume 
perfectly new to my delighted eyes, and treated tttem with a molt fuperb difplay of 
plants of various genera. , 

Here the gfrtfwww t> ^ fpccics of heliotrope of a very curious fpecic.s, no 
feeds of which unfortunately were ripe : beyond thefe mijktocs ||, tradas cautias §, of 
very Angular kinds ; a fpccies of medlar, yucas <|} thirty feet high, and finally, 
at the bottom of the mountain, magueys, a plant which became the molt pre- 
dominant. 

The gorge I traverfed now prefented a road of beautiful turf, and now a foft and 
evqi fand. 

At feven in the morning I difeovered a village, the huts and houfes of which divided 
from each other by long intervals, gave me an idea of what the Spaniards call a 
puehlo, it was clapuleo^ divided into a rectory and curacy, and about a league in 
length. 

This fpot may be reckoned the vineyard of the country ; but what a vineyard ! 

A valley extending three leagues by half a league in breadth, is emcloled by moim- 
tiuns covered with fome caBi^ but chiefly with the agave Americana or alo<‘S. This 
plant, which is indigenous, in addition, is here cultivated and multiplied ad infinitum 
by the Indians. Its leaves, three or four feet in length by a foot and a half broad, 
ferve the inhabitants in lieu of tiles ; and forac cottages 1 have feen were very Ikilfully 
covered with them. The plant yields a beverage efteemed by this people delicious, 
but of which the mere appearance was fufiicient to excite difgud in me : it is of a whitifli 
colour, thick, conftantly turbid, and unfulceptible of clarification. The Ibllowing is 
the manner in which it is extracted. Previous to the aloes (hooting forth its fpear, 
the Indian, after cutting away fome of the leaves in order to form a paflfagej.on arriving 
at the heart of the plant, tap it to the pith in nearly the fame manner as an artichoke, 

* Dv>ecia monadelphica. f Monadcipbia decandria. Pcntaiidria monogynia. 

B Dioccia tetrandria* % 11 caandria monogynia. ^ The fame clafs^ a fpccics of aloes.' 

he 
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he removes the crown of upper leaves, enclofed the one within the other, and 
after hollowing in the ftem of the plant a cavity capable of containing two or three 
quarts, he places the crown on again, and leaves it. In the courfe of that day and 
the following night the fap of the plan! tranfudes from c\ery part of the young leaves 
cut off with the crown, and falls into the well below ; this the next day^ great care is 
taken in e'mptying, and this procefs is repeated until the plant becomes exhaufted, 
when it periflies : it is then hewn down, and renewed by the pipings it generally 
bears. • 

This fpecics of aloes is ff)metimcs fo large as to meafure fifteen feet in diameter : it 
throws out its leaves like the fpcars of chevaux dc,friz, but of far more folid ftrudure : 
it occupies all the backs of%ie hills of Clapulco, a talky and ftony foil » the bottom is 
fown with barley and other corn. 'I’he inorne of Pon-au -Prince grows many of this 
fpecies of aloes. * • 

'I his forms one of the chief objefts of culture at Clapuleo, which furniftfes the con- 
fumption of a circuit of eighteen leagues radius. 'I'here arc Indians who h^ve con- 
ftanily forty of ihcfc wells, which 1 could fafely wager they empty every day. I am* 
ignorant at what price this beverage is fold, but it is in great requeff, and I have feen 
it on its way in Ikius to every quarter round about. 

I had travelled fix long leagues without eating, after a very indifferent night, and 
but a bad fupper the evening before. It was nowife aftonifhing therefore that^I felt 
hungry : I enquired of the firft Indian I’ met where the tienda was (the eating-houfe) ; 
but neither he, nor fevcral others I met with in fucceffion, underflood me : at laft I 
ventured to enter a hut, where I found two women and a young man : I made figns to 
them hy.poiniing to fome eggs, that I wanted food ; they brought me half a dozen, 
which 1 caufed to be roafted in their fheM, and devoured, with four tordilyas. I after- 
wards for beverage made a kind of lemonade, and might have been content with this 
meal, but feeing my fly Indian had a fowl in the pot over the lire, well feafoned, I . 
without ceremony alked him for a part : he gave me firll one w ing, then another, and 
afterwards a leg. Thefc I ate entirely, to the great aftonifluncnt of the bye-flanders, 
who thought me, no doubt, but ill qualified in purl'e for fuch an appetite. To difmifs 
their fufpicions I took four reals from my purfe, which they received with pleafure, 
and would have had me take the remainder of the fowl, but this 1 refufed, asl did alfo 
a beverage made from the maguey, and called by them pulque, as the whitifh, 
troubled, and dirty apjjearance ol it, infpired me with difgufl. 1 afterwards laid me 
down for ah hour to refl in this little hut, conftrufted in the fame manner as the huts 
of our foldiers, ‘and hut ten bet long, but fo clean, with every thing in fo much order, 
that nexhing can be imagined more lo. 'rhtl'e good people were fimplicity perfonified. 
Their language, different from that of the Indians of Aquullingo, is fingular, and little 
but clucking. The only founds diflinguifliablc are a multitude of lya’s, or 1 mouille’s, 
and mutee’s. The man who comprehended and fpokea few Spanifh words, enquired 
of me how far it was from there to Caltilc ? I anfwered, two thouland leagues, but here 
J*fp(>ke beyond his underflanding. Ht; readily conccwcd the numbers ten, twenty, nay 
a hundred, but beyond tltis number his ideas did not extend. He admired the knot 
of my cane and its handle, niy watch and fnuft'-box, obferving them with the moll 
innocent curiofity, but without defirc or anxiety to poflefs them. 

At nine in the morning, finding myfclf I'uflicicnily refrefhed, I left my kind hoffs. 
A cooling breeze, a cloudy fky, everything promifed me a pleafant 'journey, and. I 
dcletmined on fleeping beyond I’ccuacan. •• 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely hail I gone a bunured fteps before I was accofled by an Indian, who en- 
lired of me wbither I was going ? I anfwercd to Ciuaxaca : upon this he oirertd me 
; he had a beggarly and iileotidi appearance, 1 paid no attention to what 
coiiiiniK'il obiMiunely to follow nfe, and Itoiiping me at the end of a /freer, 
he ftiewed me a horfe hcld'by a young man. His pur/ning me engendered Jiiipieion : 
I took him fora thief, or at bdf, a fpy j and tnaieil him in lufli manner as fnduced him 
to go his ways. I have fmc<' icarnt that my fofpicions of him were groimdlcfs, and 
that he was onlv one of thr.le ] ei.pie t alied tc.piihr, vvbni'e o/iice it is to leek horfes for 
travellers, and ferve them as guides. Still, I s noi iorry on learning this, that I had 
not taken advantage oi his prolFer, for he ’..enid moil ailurodly have eondiicfed me 
on horfoi.)ack„ in broad day, ihrougri the lire. ;.; of Tecna^it} a ride would have made 
me die ten tltoulaiid deaths with fear. ^ ^ ^ 

.On leavin'" the oueblo, I fy.w ant.miver oi pretty rublats, by no means wild, fevcral 



1 difeovered . , • , .... . „ i r- , , 

through the gorge leading to n ; the lee;.;! v.;;.c!i aitervvartls llruck me was fingularly 

ddi'"irtfu!, but the plearuiv it occalioned was kifoneJ by the revival of my curled fears, 
at the fight of a i'ouniry fo well peopled, and the nlieclion that 1 inuft necelTarily 
travel through lo large'a city as I’lCiK-can, v.hicii I painted to myfeli Iwartning .with 
corps do gardes, alcaldes, and alguaxils <;! ev. ry deicription. 

As it was too early to wail till jiight-iaii, I beihoughi my/c!f of the expedient of 
rounding the town, without entering it ; in coiifequciiee, 1 coniimied my yvay at a 
quick rale, but not fo quick as to be blind to. the bcaudlui prol'p-'ds around. 

From the extremity of the gorge I hail juit traverl'cd, on reaciiing the /lojic of the 
hill, is lien the vaft and fuperb plain ol l icuacan. Its breadth is lix leagues, and it 
extends in a fouth-caft and norih-wcfl din dion fome twenty leagm s beyond Jalappa, 
between two chains of mountains, which bound it calf and well, and liparaie the pro- 
vinc^f Tecuacan Irum that of Mexico Proper, 'i he river of Teciiacan, and generally 
fpeaking, all the waters run in the fame dirtftion for the- fpace ol fiin-en leagues 
towards the Ibuth. The eye embraces with delight in a C' ui n I y vtjvid^ \ tth ctiiiial 
verdure, inierfctkd by innumerable rivers, and chequered willi live or hx cities, and 
villages, and pueblos, and habitations, without number. 


This fine country, however minutely examined, does not appear to be liaturally fo 
fertile asS a view of its whole amiounccs. The plain, properly fo call'll, is indeed very 
^ivdudive, and yidds every grain peculiar to Kurope ; but the foil is of a*greyh'h 
colour, abounds in clay, and -requires, in order to render it fit lor lowing , a lc.;;g 
continued inundaiion i and when the growing crops appear lo fufi'er from drought, it 
is again watered, by means of fluices contrived at its diflereiit falls w'iih mucii ingernity 
and care, in the banks of ilie river of I'ccuacan : this is one of the bell mai. aged regu- 
lations I had hitherto oblerved in the whole country, and doiibllefs the population were 
taught in its iiiflitution by necifiity, lor the only comport necellary for the loil is water ; 
and hire it is di/lribuicd to all the dirterent farms, in the lame manner as it is to the 
fugar pli'TUalions of Santo Domingo. 'I be lands are lillid with the plough,- and they 
yield two crops annually, the one in May, the other in September. Corn docs not 
rife to the lame height as in the 13eauce in France, but the flraw rtaiids thick, and the 
car is well filled, it is trampled on by ten or a fcorc horl’cs, on an area in front of tltc 
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burns, to get out the grain, and tlieflraw fells at a very high rate. By the home flails 
the lands appeared to be divided into large c ihitcs; but as there are ho Haves in this 
country, and as the fmall number of sjegroes here are free, and connvionly hire ihem- 
felvcs out at four plaflres per month, e\*ery proce!';. of cultivation neccflitaies the em- 
ployment, on the part of the proprietor, of oilier hands in addition to thofe n'unlarly 
kept in his Service: to obtain thefe he is obliged to prefeiit a reqitefl to*ihe alcaldt, 
mayor, who afligns liini (hr,* rcquifite nunib.T c<f Indian Ittboiners, at t wo rc.ds per head 
per day. The alcalde ol the pueblos contluibs ilieni every morning by cip^ht o'clock to 
the rendezvous, always about two hundred yards out ol ilie village, where the bailiffs 
of the farms meet them, and point out ihdr work, which continues until fmi-fT. 
'I'heic baili'is remain conlftintly on horfebtick all day long, cJcpyj'ed to the heat of the 
fun, for the purpofe of ove rlooking their labourers. 

The Ujiper part of iht? plain, which comprehends the midway up the moniilains fid>:«, 
is fufceptible of no fpecies of culture, owing to the impoflibiliiy of fiirnilhitigVatcr, as 
much as li otn the nature of the foil, which confifls of little more than an inch of vege- 
tabie earth on a bottom of talc. Here nothing grows in fact but mimofa;, cacti, and 
certain Ihrubs which, feen at a diltancc, induce a conception of the foil poH'efliiig a 
degree ol fertility. 

'1 he i’uinmit of the. mountains is covered with many kinds of trees, oaks, pines. See. 
But whichever tvny the eye is turned it conftantly embraces a view of ilifruptions, 
erafujns, ainl chaiins ainoag the mountains, vifibly occalioned by violent C'mvulftons ; 
for the ground then.' lov-ms not to be a depolh of waleroi, but entirely I'rc-e from Inch 
aceinnulations. Among the innumerable fp-.-cies of cacti that 1 ciiilti)^.;uirned was 
eipecially the caclus nubilis, icofaadria monotmiia, Linn., inaiuiffa : it dots not rile 
more than a loot from the ground, and may be ten iiiciu s in diameter. .1 remarked 
twenty oilier fpt'cies, vvhieh J have no where feen deferibeJ, and which, ttiiloriimately, 
I hat! no time to form a defcriprioii ol. In order to hav;; orougl.t with m<! all i found 
wotd’.y oFthofehool of bouiny, 1 Humid have t; a. ’.led an additional cart at every twenty 
leagues. I tlierefore continucvl my jounuy, ligiting to leave he hind me fo vafl a heap 
of ti i afurt s. 

Alter crofling a tlitifion of the river, I ariiveii at the fuburbs of Tecuacan. 1 faw a 
trellis ctneretl with grapes, yet green: what would I not have given for ripe ones! 

'J here 1 lelt tile Itigh road lor the plain. The corn had been julf reaped, and 1 
iitniced that abuiuiance v'.as left behind, yet ;'r..'(.’u and growing, W'liich proved to me 
fl:at it does •not ripen evenly, an obfervaiion which 1 made every where along the 
read. 

I thus.'" oided the city, as far as the real bed of the river wliich runs through i». 
At this p.irt it is fix yards broad, and about three feet deep. In order to pafs if, I was 
obliged to undrels, jiut at the iiiftaiu 1 was about to enter it, fo prodigious a number of 
turtles, V. hich 1 had not oblerved, plunged into it, that I was extremely frightened ; 
on feeing them my apprehcnfious were difmifl'cd : thefe turtles are’no larger than the 
pahfiol the hand, of an oval fliape, of a ilirty mud colour, not flriated, plated, nor 
llateJ, or in any degree refembiing others, but even backed like land-turtles or 
tortoifes ; the ftcrnuni, which ie, all of a piece, is joined by an oflification, and level 
W'ith the back, except tlie openings for the paws, the head,* and the tail of the animal : 
the fizc appears to be regularly as 1 have flated, for though the number I faw was con- 
ilderable, there was no tlilference. * 

• Unfortunately I drank of tlie water of this river, I fay unfortunately, for itil the 
aight and all the following day my lips felt as if ulcerated. 1 attributed this incon- 
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venience to a rafli proceeding from my drinking of it when warm, and after being 
weakened by fa’tigue ; but on my return, the fame accident liappening, and not to me 
alone, but to feveral others, I learnt that fuch is the common efFe£): of its waters, which 
are briny, but which I had not before obferved, on account of my eagernefs and thirft. 

I entered the extremity of a fuburb, bought fome bread there, and drank a glafs of 
wine : this refreflied me ; and of reffefhment 1 had urgent need. , 

• It was now but three in the afternoon, and I had already travelled twelve leagues; 
but defifous of not entering the city, I refolved to pufli on to San Francifeo, ftill five 
leagues further. 

i then journeyed E. S. f’. ; and the fun enlightening from behind me the beautiful 
plain I had in front, my profpefk was exceedingly varied and enlivened. 

The high road in which I travelled is twenty yards broad, and bordered with hedges 
of cifalpine and mimofa. On every fide I diftinguiflicd nothing but fpaciuus dwel- 
lings, lands well cyltivated, or covered with crops, which were being gathered : fuch 
an afternoon would to me have been moll delightful, had I not been fo perfctlly 
tired. 

After thrc;e hours walk I refolved on refting, but fcarcely had I firetched myfelf on 
the turf, before I felt my tendons ftiflVn, and my mufclos fwcll ; I rofe haflily, in order 
not to catch cold. The fun was on the point of fetting ; the fummii of the mountains 
on yiy beginning to be covered with clouds, whence Hghtenings llaflicd, and 

the noife of thunder proceeded. I feared being caught in the rain, and to avoid it, 
determined on halting at tho very firll inn. I enquired of a labouring negro wifere I 
fliould meet with one. He anfwcrcd, that there was one at San Krancifeo, about two 
leagues farther, but that I might meet with flielter at a farm (la hacictida) of Don 
Joachim, the herald (armorial) of Caftile, whjch he pointed out to me the diftance of a 
quarter of a league from where I flood. 1 was fearful of ftraying from the high road, 
during the night, from which I had already deviated, and above all, I dreaded ihc rain. 
I therefore followed the advice of the negro, and repaired to the farm-yard. The 
houfe was well built. I found in the yard a bailiff employed in caufing the com to be 
garnered in, which had been trodden from the flieafs, and be fanned in the barn. Mif- 
taking him for the owner, I explained to him my embarraffment, and claimed his hof- 
pitality, offering at the fame time to pay for what I might have. He received me 
with politenefs, and informed me he was not the ntaftcr ; but if I could wait till he had 
completed the bufinefs which engroffed his attention, he would have the pleafure of 
introducing me to him. 1 confented to wait his leifurc, and entered the Ijprn, where 1 
ftretched myfelf on fome truffes of ftraw : there I gave myfelf ujx to the reflexions 
fnggefted by circumftances. Here, faid I, is corn, truffes of ffraw, a barn ; here is the 
fame mode of culture as in France ; but what a difference does locality make in fen- 
timents ! There, with what pleafure fhould I contemplate their labours, always 
mingled with innocent paflimes ; there, with fecurity, might I give myfelf up to the 
contemplation of nature : fliould 1 change my file, it would ever be at pleafure, and with 
certainty, at a trifle of cxpcnce, of fatisfying all my wants ; here, in the fame manner 
as a nialefaftor, a fmugglcr, it is requifite I fhould wear difguife ; that I fhould diflimu- 
late in order to procure for my fellow-citizens the enjoyment of a benefit which nature 
herfclf defigned no lefs for them than this jealous nation, from whom it muft be ffolcn ; 

I find tnyftif at length obliged to bf g for fhdtcr and fubfiflence ; to be indebted to 
' men who, not knowing me, perhaps may treat me with contumely ! 

Tb<?fe4deas, undoubtedly a prefage of what was about to happen, were interrupted . 
by the arrival of the bailifl' ; he conduXed me inftantly into the hall of the houfe, 

• i6 which, 
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which, properly fpeaking, was no other than a penthouTe, while he went to fpeak to 
• his mailer. 

I faw myfelf immediately furrounded by a crowd of negroes and Indian fervants, 
fome in livery, others in cloaks ; I felt cold, approached a (love where chocolate was 
boiling, and feated myfelf on the ground, my bai^ to the life, and wholly in^fferent to 
the llupid admiration, and the brutal laughs of fervants’ hall. ' 

At length, after half an hour had palTed, the baililF made his appearance; he 
brought the anfwer of his patron, who was willing to allow me Aieltcr, but; cxcufed 
himfelf from feeing me : indignant at fuch behaviour, I immediately decided on my 
reply : I told the bailiff that 1 thanked his patron ; but not being of a quality to bear 
with indignity, nor accuftomed to fuch uncivil treatment, 1 would neither lleep under 
his roof, nor owe the llendercft obligation to a man whofc vahity felt a Ihock at re- 
ceiving me in perfon ; and raifing my voice at the inllant, and pulling from my pocket 
a purle of gold, I took out a piaftre, and Ihewing it to the fervants;’ exclaimed, “ Who 
will cam this, by Ihcwing me the way to San Francifeo ?” Twenty voices anfwcred, 
“ I — and 1 was only embarraffed refpefting choice. I fixed on a llrong and 
hearty negro, of good phyfiognomy, and took my leave of the bailiff, whom I left con- 
fufed at the infiilt 1 had received ; it fccined to me even that this imitation of Spanilh 
pride was not diplcafing to the whole troop of lervants ; and that one and all they 
blamed the condu£l of their mafter. 

It. will readily be gathered, that my odgnded pride caufed me to make this llafty 
determination, and 1 muff confefs that this weighed ffrong with me ; but at the fame 
time, it occurred to me that a man who could afl in this ignominious manner might 
be capable of ffill greater Dafenefs and perfidy ; hence in my refolve a portion of pru- 
dence was? mingled. 

When I left this unwelcome abode I breathed with greater freedom, and, as if I had 
juft efcaped from fome impending danger ; and whether the refiilt of my Indignation, 
whether of the reft 1 had taken, 1 felt myfelf reanimated, and in a Ihort time reached 
San Francifeo, but not without a lowering atmofpherc which threatened rain. 

Then I entered the dwelling of a tradefman, as indifferent and eafy as mod of hi$ 
countrymen. I found in the houfe nothing to eat fave eggs and peas, but at the fame 
time fome tolerable wine, and above all valuable, two mattreffes, of which I availed 
myfelf witli the more williiignefs, from its being the firft time fince my departure, that 
I had found fo comfbrtuble a lodging. I undreffed myfelf, and after well barricading 
the doors of «iy room, ffept peaceably. 

'I’he next day 1 * left my hoff at four in the morning, after paying him fix reals, with 
which he.j'ppeared fatisfied : he informed me that at Sant Antonio, two leagues further, 

I fhould find hori'es, and inflruQed me how to procure them. 

I travelled along, fprigbtly as the lark, the morning cool and refrelhing, and the 
roa4 good as on the preceding day. Before 1 arrived at Sant Antonio 1 had to traverfe the 
river Tccuacan, which at this fpot is ninety yards broad, its bed twelve yards deep ; it was 
now, however, nearly dry, owing to the drainage of the fluices for watering the fields. 

I conjectured, from the enormous depth of the bed of this river throughout afpace of 
five leagues fnim Tccuacan, that its fwells muff be frightful, and attributed them to the 
torrents of the mountains of the north-eaft, in which precipices arc frequent ; whereas 
in thole of the north-eaft there are none to be feen ; thus afl'ording a conclufive proof 
that the hcavieft rains throughout ^fie gorge are brought by winds from tl\p’ weft. 

By ilten I reached San Antonio, it was fix in the morning. This is a vaft of 
Indians, extending from one fide of the river, the fpace of a league, to the firft rife of 
VOL. XIII, 5 !> bills 
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hills which precede the mountains ; there is but little land in culture ; the oWefts at- 
tended to are pilnento, French beans, &c. The ftreets are large, and covered with a • 
mimofa, exceedingly gummy, and of which the bark, of whatever* age the tree, is con- 
ftantly of a bright green, I forwarded feme feeds of it to the King’s garden. I took 
my dinne* at the houfe of t'be Spaniard who keeps the (hop (at the fame time the inn; 
of the hamlk: he was a good kind of man ; he fent for tqpiths for me for horfes : 
there was but one mule to be had, and while it was got ready, I vifited the church in 
the neighbourhood. It was adorned as much as poflible after the Spanifli manner ; 
but before all the faints I noticed bouques, formed of liliacrous flowers, v\iiite and fear- 
let in very pleafing clufters. I requefted the veftry-keeper in vain to furnifii me with 
fome of its bulbs ; he could not comprehend what 1 alkcd of him ; and I had no Icifure 
to extend my refearches the length of fetking for the roots of them. What however, 
aflforded me the moft delight, becaufe it depided naturally the nmple manners of the 
inhabitants, was the fight of two candclabras of a fingular defeription, one on each fide 
of the chief altar : thefe were fo many plantain-trecs, which in the Ihaile of ilio clmrch 
had rifen to tlfe height of thirty feet, and nearly touched the roof: and wiiy, thought 
I Ihould thefe fimple, thefe natural gifts of heaven, fecin a lefs feiitable decorafton to 
the temples of the Eternal, than thofe vales of gold and filver, dilplay<'d with fiich 
oftentation on his altars ? Muft not the fight of thefe plantains, fo valuable in their 
produaions to man, imprefs more feelingly than thole rich metals the bqnevolencc 
and power of the Creator of all ? . . * 

On leaving the church I beftrode my mule, which was an excellent one ; and five 
hours brought me to San Sebaftiano, feven leagues from Sant Antonio : the hire was 
feven reals for the mafter, and two for the topith, or guide, who ran before inc. 

However great the heat, 1 yet could not refrain frc.M alighting three or four times, 
to colled fome pieces of a talc, fo beautiful, and fo briiliai t, as at lirft to be miftaken 
for native filver, or at lead the moll fplendid pt)ther ci j)e;!rl. 

The whole country was richly cultivated in corn ; tlie plants I law, as ihroughout 
the whole of the plain, are very various ; the borcl<‘rs of llreainii yi'eld a fpeciers of l)ig- 
nonjjl *, with yellow flowers, and leaves reft mbling thole of the afli, bearing a fimilitucle 
to the bignonia ftans, except in being merely a flirub, whereas tlie other is a tree which 
nfes to the height of troni fixly to one hundred leet. The hedges are covered with 
the pafli-flora foetidaf (paflion flower), the fruit of which, linali as cherries, arc of tito 
fame colour; finally, in thefe trees, which bearing plums of a yellow colour, ami 
tolerably pleafant, mimic in appearance fo well the pear-tree, that one mi^.it with eafe 
be deceived ; but above all arc remarkable the ered cadi, every where feen half way 
up the hill, of prodigious fizc, and a great ornament to the landlcapc ; ccrei J,of eight 
or ten difi’erent fpecies, their common height from thirty to forty feet on a trunk or 
ftem rifing from fifteen to fixteen feet, and five or fix in circumference. From this 
trunk iffue vertical branches, which give origin to other fimilar, the one fupporting^the 
other, and dividing like the branches of a chandelier, in fuch manner that the coliedive 
flock fometimes occupies a cirmlar fpace in the air of from forty to fifty feet in dia- 
meter, and reprefents a kind of chandelier of a fea-green colour, and of fingular 
beauty: all the branches, as well as the main ftem, are furniflied, at about ten or 
fifteen thumbs breadth apark, with a Mcicule, covering the fpace of an inch, and com- 
prifing about eight or ten thorns, ftronger and thicker than the largeft needles ; the 
.fruit, umilar to that of the opuntia, or prickly pear, is like that defended externally 

* Didy»mii'’*ngiofp«Tmia, t Gynandria pentandria t Icofandna monogynia. 
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with thorns ; in order to eat of it (for its tafte is pleafamt) it is neceflary to wait till it 
opens, and die pulp, of a crimfon colour, falls ; the Indians then extrauft the pulp with 
a fpoon faftened to a long pole, if the birds Ihould not be beforehand with them. A vail 
number of birds build their nefts among the branches, after the manner of our mag^ 
pies. Nothing is more dangerous than the fall of the feaves of thefe trees ; thefe 
leaves arc })eanis twenty feet long by one broad, covered with thorns, aild would in- 
fallibly kill the unfortunate traveller who fhould happen to be beneath them ; but ^ 
they never fall,' except on cccafion of violent ftorms, or when rotten, it is eafy to be 
prepared. This Angular tree is more common than any other in this gorge, throqgh- 
out a I'pace of thirty leagues. 

The pitahiaha, one of the fjv.'cies of ccrei, is dbrnmonly of minor fiije ; its fruit is 
not covered with thorns, but fcaies, which are the leaves of the cup of the flower ; it is 
truly a delicious fruit, and of vaft variety of flavour : it is acidulous, and has a fragr^t 
tafte like ralpberries, which gives it a great fuperiority over the other fpecies that have 
no poignancy; within it is of a purple colcu> , without brown, and* its lize is that of a 
fmali hcji’s egg. In order to gather it, the Indians make ule of a long ptirch, to the end . 
orwhicli is faitened a baiket of iwifted branches, of an oval lhape, open at the fidcs, clofed 
only at the bottom, and the top covered with tv/o crofs-bars; they elevate the perch, 
and ontang! ■ the fruit in the bars, when the flight, -ft motion diiengagcs it from the tree, 
it falls into the baiket, and is emptied into another ; this, indeed, is the only method 
that can be adopted to obtain the fruit, for neither man nor beaft can climb the 
tre^ . 

Throughout the whole country the Indian lives on die fruit of this tree ; even the 
young branches, when yet but half a foot long, and while the thorns are yet fofr, are 
copked. ’lie makes ragtiuts of die buds and of the flowers before they are open ; for the 
feeds, which are black, and covered with a haul Ikin, he dries them, lays them in ftore, 
and pounds ihein to make him bread. At Guaxaca, I faw in the market leaves of a 
kind of opuniia, which, long, narrow, and {lender, ore boiled and eaten like afparagus, 
with butter, oil, or lard. Thus die prudent and frugal inhabitant of thefe parts corn- 
plying, without murmur or difliculry, with the laws of nature, draws from the native 
produdions his means of fubfiftencc ; while the capricious European, not iatisfled with 
the precious boons of Ceres and Pomona, or the animals which he has fucceeded in 
naturalizing in the country, is yet anxious, at an enormous expence, for thofe fruits 
and viands uilh which naturc'here refules to pamper his infatiable and gluttonous 
appetite. • 

The pueblo of San Sebaftiano is ploafantly fltuatc ; it is in particular thickly planted 
with tr^es, and in the niidlt is a public fquare, and a cafa reale. For the firft time I 
ventured to alight at this formidable hotel, which had pcen reprefented to me in fuch 
an unfavourable light. I called immediately for horfes. The alcalde, who was an 
Indian, happened to be intoxicated ; the cafero, more fober, Ihewed me a fchedule in 
the houfe, on which the charge of travelling on every road was noted as eftablilhed by 
r«jyal authority : it is commonly a {killing (un efcalin) a league for each beaft of bur- 
then ; to the topiih one, two, and {‘ometimes three {killings are given. The roads here 
arc excellent, and conned the neighbouring cities and hamlets. 

I met here neither with wine nor bread : fortunately I had brought fome bread 
with me from Sant Antonio, which I ate with fome eggs, but for drink I was fain to 
content royfelf with water. In getting fupplied with horfes I had no •fuch difiiculty, 
for the providers of them went to loggerheads for who fhould furnifh me. 

• 5 L a 
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I now fet out, mounted on a moft excellent horfe. On leaving* this place, the bean* 
tiful valley of Tecuacan begins to become narrow, and is no more than a league broad ; 
cultivatioh is alfo more f(.are, the track of fertile land being of Icfs extent ; little is 
feen but fmall bills of talky foil huddled together, clogging the goi^e, through which 
flill runs the river of Tecua'can, receiving another ftream about a league beyond : its 
banks are m'oftly fowed with corn or maize as far as Los Cues, after which banks 
^re barren declivities : however, before 1 reached this village, I faw a fugar plantation, 
the fecond only 1 had feen in culture in all my journey. 

^ere 1 diftinguiUtcd canes of monltrous (izc and height, a mill of wretched ftrudure, 
moulds a foot in height, and loaves of coarfe iugar, jult taken from the pans ; in fine, 
a few negroes^ who appeared to w6rk very ieifurely. Sugar-works muft nccefiarily 
be very expenfive in this country ; as for hard and laborious works, negroes arc indill 
penfible, and as the price of anegro here is from five to fix hundred piaflers. Indians 
who can be hired only for a month or forty days, fuflicient time for other objects of 
culture, would pot he adaptable to this, as owing to the continual change, they would 
. not have time to learn their bufinefs ; and as, moreover, they could not very often be 
obtained at thofe moments when tlie fugar-works molt urgently require their alhlt- 
aiice. 

I arrived at Los Cues about feven in the evening : the ncceflity I was under of 
perpptually afeending and defeending the hilb I have mentioned, rendered the way 
tedious, and made red defirablc. 

The village of Los Cues, fpated on a deep rock, and covered with a mount, which 
was reprefented to me to have been at fome period a fortrefs belonging to the Indians, 
feemed a pafs which might with eafe be fortified. All that would be requifite for this 
purpofe would be to place a battery on the mount, to* command the river and road. 
I afeended this mount to fee if I could trace any vedige of a wail, but the only thing 
1 noticed was the remains of an Indian dwelling. 

On going to the caia reale, 1 overtook a Spaniard of good appearance, who was 
travelling with two horfes : after exchange of falutation, he offered me fomc pitahiahas, 
which I ate with much gratification. We converled together for fome time j he in- 
formed me there were robbers towards Atletta, whither 1 was going, but tltat fome of 
them had been taken. I learnt from him alfo, that the topiihs were by birth the al- 
guazils of the villages, and authorized to arredi.all thieves ; that this, however, they 
rarely edefled, being great cowards, except when backed by Spaniards. 

At Los Cues again I was obliged to have rccourfe to my dock of bread,, and to be 
fatisfied with water. There is not in the village a fingle inn, or rather, it contains 
nothing to be had, except the fruit of certain trees with which, it is fiiaded^. T<his 
lhade, combined with the cool .of a rivulet, which trickles through the town, gives 
it a pleafing appearance, that, without thefe recommendations, it would fail to pode&. 

Here alio 1 was obliged to pafs the night, on a fofa of bamboos } but notwitbdanding 
the bardnefs of my pallet, my Humber was found. 

At three in the morning 1 awakened my topith, and fet off for Aquiotepec, after 
giving my horfe a bundle of facates. This caution often feemed to me necefiary, either 
on account of the avarice of the owners, or the knavery of their fervants. 

On the road, at the cred of a hill which commanded the highway we travelled, I 
perceived fome lipD, who feemed as if concealing tbemfclves behind busies. The 
relation 1 had ef ffte exidence of robbers in this part now occurred to me, and I made 
preparatioa to defend myfelf with my knife, the only weapon I bad ; but on nearing the 

fpdt. 
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fpot, ve law the Aippofed thieves were only a poor Indian and his fon^ with poles and 
balkets, gathering pitahiahas. ’ 

As we let oflF early we reached Aquiotepec by ten o’clockr At three leases on this 
fide of it, the gorge of Tecuacan is but*a hundred toifes broad ; at the village itfelf it 
diminilhes to the breadth of-the Rio Grande, the name of* the river of Tecuacan, which 
previoufly Jias received the contribution of another; at this place it has a rapid courfe 
over very bulky round pebbles, which render it highly diflicult for a horfe to pafs whgn 
there is any water in the river, as the horfe, unable to fix bis feet with any fecurity, 
rilks being carried away with the current : we were to the girths in water, but aiEived 
at the oppofite bank without any accident. 

Aquiotepec, built on the back of the iiorth-eaftbm niountabj is a preity confiderabte 
hamlet, furrounded by a number of cocoa-trees, lironelliers, zapotes, &c. A copious 
rivulet walhes all its llreets, and difiufes a delightful cool to the mild and tranquil inha> 
bitantS 4 for here, as in every other part on ray journey, mildnofsand tranquiUity are the 
charaderifiics of the Indians. 

Generally they are ftout and well made ; the women are tolerably fair, and have plea- 
fing, nay moftly handfomc features. 1 did not fee a fingle individual either didorted in 
pcrfon,or marked with the finall pox. They do not foein dellitute of induflry, but they 
neither pulTd's the liberty nor means of putting their talents to ufe : fiill the Spanilh mob 
(for perfons of any knowledge are far frotn entertaining fuch an opinion) imagine they 
poiTeis wcahl), and conceal their treafurcs, and in confequcnce of this rooted and popu- 
lar T)elief, they are I'ubjeft to continual vexations, notwjthftanding the pofitive edicts in 
thehr favour iil'ued by the Sovereign ; but again, how fillily llupid is the obllinate per- 
fiftance of the people, in maintaining fo wild a fancy! When a perfon has gold, will he 
not purchafe with it the firft ohje£ts of neceflity ? will he not ftek for more to multiply 
his means of enjoyment, and to pofle/s fome property which he may tranfmit to h4 
children ? Such is the conftant bias of the human mind ; cupidity indeed may induce a • 
luifer, who prefers to the pleafure of enjoying and diffufing the means of happinefs the 
bafe and difgraceful employ of hoarding ; cupidity, I fay, may induce fuch a being to 
hide his wealth, and he may fucceed in concealing it from every eye ; but to fuppoie a 
whole people would fubje^ themfelves to a thoufand privations while in polTcllion of 
treafures which would aSbrd them every enjoyjnent ; that they ihould yet roll ki wealth 
where not the flighteft trace of it is vilible, and where fo many watchful eyes interefted 
in deteding fuch a fad have never been fuccefsful, however well they might be dif- 
pol'ed to deceive their cruel opprefibrs, this is a charge agaioll them which never can. 
be admitted. • 

By what happened to me at Aquiotepec, a judgment may be formed of the extreme- 
poverty of the inhabitants of that pueblo : on iiiy urrivaJ I alked for horfes, which were 
immediately brought ; but when about to pay in advance, as is ufual, I found I had no 
filver : upon this I prefented a medio d'oro^ but neither the mafter of thehorfes, nor 
any one in the village, could give me change for it. Much embarrafied, I rcpainjid to 
the alcalde (a very civil Lidiau, as all are to whom the Spaniards entrult this chaige)^ 
and entreated him to give me finall coin for my gold, which I Ihewcd him ; but he 
protefted por diot^ par la madre de Dios, par todos ios Santos, that he could not, he even 
proftrated bimlelf at my feet, and implored me to believe him: his aftonifliment, and 
that exhibited by his whole fiimily, at the fight of the medio d’oro, convinced me fiill 
more than bis words. Will Spaniards prefume to fay all this was a farce ? For iny 
part 1 cannot think fo, and I tefiified my opinion by raifing the good Indian from the 
gtbund 1 begged of hinv moreover, feeing how impolfible it was 1 could manage other- 
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wife for want of money,to order the topith to conduQ me to Quicattan, where undoubt- 
edly 1 fliould obtain change, and would pay him. He agreed in the reafonabiencfs of 
my requeft } and as the fundamental laws of the country exprefsly enjoin him to give alt 
aid and protedion to travellers, he accompanied me to the cafa realc, and in a dignified 
tone, of which I did not imagine him capable, ordered the topith to proceed with me to 
Quicattan. * , 

^ I departed therefore at eleven in the morning, after taking fomc refrelhments ; it was 
necefiaryin order to pafs the mountain, at the foot of which Aquiotej)cc is fuiiate, to 
afe^pd by a path only two feet broad, cut in the fide of the rock. Let the reader figure 
to bimfelf two hundred fteps of this tremendous ftaircafe, from each of whicii a preci- 
pice was vifibl^ below, fixdiundred yhrds deep, in which with horrid crafli Rio Grande 
forced its way, and then conceive the dread which frojce my faculties ; I trembled in 
evgry limb, my head turned dizzy, and I was obliged to alight, and lead my horfc behind 
me ; I held him by the bridle, but without looking back, and conftantly ready, in cafe of 
the leaft falfe ftep, to leave my hold, and let him drink alone of the water of that llreara, 

, which would for him have been the river of oblivion. Oftentimes at a fiippery fpot, there 
was merely the branch of a tree, laid on infecure floncs, to hinder the palTenger from 
rolling into this frightful abyfs ; beyond, it was roquifiteto make a turn in a very narrow 
pafTage, where the body of a horfc could only pafs by twiftiug ; I know nor how the poor 
animal contrived, though one might freely venture a wager he had done fo a hundred 
times’. ’ . , 

By three o’clock I found myfelf on the creft of this mountain ; fpitcr of Its elevation, 
as nothing is great but by comparifon, it feemed but a hillock by fide of ihofe mountains 
I faw on my left : we travelled on this creft the I'pace of ifirec hours. 1 fouml here 
fome new fpecics of cactus with fiat and rampant leaves, and an aloe with ’crenelled 
leaves, dentated at the edges with thorns. 

. The neighbouring mountains, however lofty, prefented to our obfervation fevcral 
Tillages; one of them termed San Juan del Re : but which was not the village of that 
name we fought. 

I was now enabled to enjoy at leifure one of the moft beautiful profpefls in nature ; 
behind me, ftill were diftindly vifible the environs of Tecuacan ; in front the two pro- 
minences of La Corta, a mountain fix leagues from Guaxaca ; Rio Grande ran on my 
light between frightful fteeps ; finally, on the left, an immenfe country confifting of 
hills and gorges covered .with wood, extended between me and the mountains on 
which San Joan del l^e was fituate, and terminated with an infenfible Hope towards 
Tecuacan. * 

J began to be fatigued and weary of fo long a route, when an opening fhe-wed'me 
the end of my toils, at leaft for ;his day. This was Quicattan, which we difeovered two 
leagues before us, in a tolerably handfomc gorge ; we defeended into it by a road fome- 
what lefs bad than that of the afeent; but the afpefl: it prefented was not Icfs horrible : it 
perpendicular chafm of eight hundred yards, by a breadth of thrice that number, 
feenungly occafioned by a mountain which had been fwallowed up in this fpot, and fhe 
fragments and ruins of which ftrewed around Quicattan formed fo many eminences. ' 

Combined with this feene of horror was yet fomewhat plcafing ; on the falient 
ftones of the feifiure of the mountain, up rofe the cercus Peruvianus, wliich formed a 
very grateful decoration. 

. But how much was the pleafure of beholding Quicattan interrupted by the appearance 
of a which feemed to forbid my entrance ! How to pafs without being ftopt, in- 

tahPgated, and delayed by thefe wretched guards ! Thefe were the continually renafemt 

8 fubjeffc 
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fubjeft of my fears ; to fleep on my horfe, to counterfeit iicknefs, thefe were flender fbra- 
tagems now worn thread bare, and which I felt no inclination to repeat : I chofe a plan 
more Ample, founded on the little confideration thefe kind of people had infpired me with, 
as defpicable here as elfewhere. On getting near them, I defeended my horfe in a bold 
and determined manner, and my gold cane hanging at my button hole, and my diamond 
ring on my»finger, enteryd the garita without ceremony, and pulling ou*t fome gold 
before the tobacco guards, related to them the erabarraffment I was under for want gf 
change. I mingled the ftatement with a thoufand incidents relating to my^dread of 
thieves, and the imevennefs of the road ; finifliing with begging change for fome medio 
d’oros, or doublons. Such prattle no doubt made them fo lilcnt ; they never put a Angle 
queftion to me: on the contrary I met with civility from riiem, apprc^iching even to 
meannefs, and they gave me change for as much as I wanted. I then thanked and 
left them, inviting the chief of the guard, in a manner a fuperior accofts one beneath him, 
to pay me a vifit at tlie cafa reale. ^ * 

Quicaitan, the capital of an ancient kingdom, is ftill a pretty large town, containing 
about two hundred families. It is planted with trees of every kind, beneath which many . 
fountains of frelh water, fpread health and coolnefs. I made the tour of the town : its 
population appeared to me conliderable, for every where I faw men walking about, and 
women, foated in the current of the rills which flowed from the fountains, combing, 
wafhing, and foaping themfelvos, for bathing is very ufual with the Spaniffi women here, 
cfp(<:ially the head ; after well walhing the head, it is foaped with the powdered root of 
a polyanthus, wliich I brought back with me, and whicji is fold in the country by the 
pint ; with this fubAiiufe for foap, the flioulders and bofom arc Jikewile waflied. The 
Aght of the beaulilul black hair of thefe women, hanging down the neck and flioulders, 
extremely fair, was highly intefelling, nor did their Ample drefs delight me lefs ; their 
long hair, divided into two trefl’.'s, and interwove w'ith a rofe coloured ribbon, falls down 
to the ground ; a very white fliifr, a furbolowed muflin petticoat, a fcarf of gauze, or 
iM;’U9on lace, fometimes bordered with a fringe of gold or filver; this, with a little 
boiiquet on the fide of the head, complcars their neat cofturae, a coflume, if feen, which 
would not bedefpifed even by ournicefl: coquettes. 

Tn this part I remarked a degree of emulation in culture, which I noticed no where 
elfe : com is lown, and the trees are lopped ami grafted. I remarked, in the hedge 
which furrounded a very pretty garden, a fpecies of crefeentia didynum angiofperm, 
which wouid have delighted Linnc, feeing he enquires if any new fpecies cxiA ; the 
leaves of th^ fpecies are in bundles, of the fame form and colour, though finaller than 
in the one noticed by the father of botany ; but the fruit, which is but two inches in 
diahiettf)', is ten inches long, angular and tuberculous like the cacao; the feeds of ihe 
fhr'.p or a heart, fniothered in the pulp, are not larger than thofe of the capficura. 
Ti: .• iVuit is ufed in kitchens as a pot-herb, or in ragouts : I met with the fame again in 
the markets at Campeechy. 

I was felicitous of feeing the parfonage houfe and the church: the Arft was very 
couimodious ; its owner, the reftor, received me at Arft with coolnefs, but on learning I 
was a botanift, he made amendsS by a profuAoa of civilities, and conlulted me on fome 
complaints under which he laboured. This clerical gentleman was of good appearance, 
with ruby countenance, which befpoke good living. * 

The parilh church is large, well lighted, and kept remarkably clean ; it is true, on 
this occafion it was put in order, as the feaft of Pentecoft was to be celebrated the next 
day. A matter that furprifed me, was to fee a fchool-mafter there praQiAng motets for 

the 
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the following d^, and fix chorifiers repeating the itiufick in very good time. To me 
the air was plealing, and not without tafte. 

The belfi^ is not more finguiar ; it is raifed on a natural mound of earth, and confifts 
of four piles, eighteen fcct^ high, faftened and crofled at top : from the crofs bars the 
bell is fufpei^ed, weighing not lefs than ten thoufand weight. The roof of the belfry 
is of draw tfiatch, like the roofs of our ice>houfes. , , 

. I returned to fupper ; anti in the interval arrived the officer of the tobacco guard, 
from whqpi I learnt wha' ever I would by means of a few glafics of brandy. The rogue 
was perfcftly well acquainted with the whole country from Panama to Acapulco, and 
fix>m Cartbagena to Vera Cru:; : be talked fluently on politics, declaimed againfi the 
government j and in cafe of need, afluredly was open to fedut^lion. 

The cafero introduced to me likewife another traveller, in an honeft Francifean friar, 
about to preach at Guatiniala.* I enquired if he was inclined to accompany me in the 
morning ; &nd he copfented, provided 1 would wait until he had celebrated mafs : this 
being agreed upon, I retired to rell, and he to fupper. 

> 'Ihe next day we fet oil' at five in the morning, and arrived, after a fmart ride of a 
league and a half, at the paifage of Rio Grande. Rain had fallen in the ntountains; 
another day’s rain would liave rendcied the river impraflicable. Here it is much wider 
than at Aquiotcpec, its breadth not being lels than ibur iuincired yards, and the fidcs 
confeguently much leis precipitous. An Indian, beckoned to from the oppofite fide, 
came, and took the leading horl'es by the bridle, and, pcrfedly naked, conduCled us 
over the river; for our part, wc were in the water up to the faddlebuw, and he to the 
breaft ; ard this took place llv kifurely that I had lull opportunity of noticing all the 
danger. The current was fo rapid, that it confounded me. I was obliged to Heady 
myfelf by the pummel, my legs on the horfes.rump, and my breaft on its neck. The 
animal itl'elf trembled, and advanced not a ftep without firft feeling his w'ay, on account 
> of the enormous rounded ftones at the bottom. At length we got through, and my 
fellow traveller, breathlcfs with lear, and not Icfs pale than myfelf, remarked in good 
French, that if we had been drowned without having firft gone to mafs, the people 
would not have failed to aferibe our death to a failure of devotion. 1 Itiughed heartily 
at the fancy, and feeing whom 1 had to deal with by tiiis fally, I was no longer under 
any conftraiiit with him : he was indeed one of the pleafanteft fellows, fora monk, 

I ever met with ; and with this a man of fenfe, one who had feen the w'orld, lively, 
and inquifiiive as uuich.atp becomes a man ; finally, lie was highly engaging, obliging, 
and unceremonious. i. 

We continually kept along the banks of the river till dinner time » it was covered 
with twenty fpecies ot water-fowl, both large and fmall, elpecially the crow, oi;,goofe, 
corvus aquaticus minor, I.inn., A\]iich 1 much rcgrettcxl not having time to examine. 

We arrived at an early hour at Don Dominquillo, where, thanks to the good father, 
who took withdiim a we ll fupplied larder, we made an excellent dinner. 

Don Dominquillo is fituate at the confluence of the Rio Grande, and the Rio de las 
Vueltas, or the Tunis, fo denominated from its frequent windings; it abounds in fruit 
trees, and is plentifully watered. 

As we were faddliiig our horfes in order to depart, we heard a horn, and imme- 
diately after faw a Spaniard; dreffed in blue turned up with red, with a large filver 
plate, in form of a fiiield, on his fide, and a fimll horn of the fame metal depending 
tivmi a cord which pafTed over the fhoulder ; he was a courier. As a fpccimen of his 
diligenct^ be left Tecuacim the day before, and reckoned on reaching Guaxaca on the 
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morrow^ by fix in the morning. I held difeonrie with him for a few minutes ; . he 
feemed inquifitive, but I readily concealed from him my defigns : he took a different 
road to ours, over the mountains, in ohder to avoid croffing the rivers, no doubt from 
apprehenfion of being ftopt by tbdr coitrfe. , 

As for us, we paffed through the gorge in which flows the river dc hs Yuehas : this 
gorge is in places a hundyed paces broad, at others fcarcely a dozen y ards ; in order to 
go in a direct line through the windings of this goi^e, it is ncceffary to crofs the rivSr 
feventy times : my fellow travellers reckoned the number ; the muleteer bv'means of 
fmall pebbles, and the monk by the beads of his rofary, and their accounts tallied j 
for my part, after the twentieth time 1 was tired qf counting, and wasfo much fatigued 
that I could willingly have halted midway in order to take a hap. 

1 found on the banks of the river a plant much refembling4»ckie *, a tree covered 
wkh flowers, which I recognized immediately for the Cuftard-apple, or annona. But 
which in the country is commonly called the chiriinota, which makes it almoft certain 
that the famous chirimoi'a of Mexico, fo much extolled, is really nothing elfe than a 
reticulated annona. 1 moreover found here the Mexican folanum, arborefeent, and ’ 
with large lanceolate leaves, which I had before noticed in the King's garden, and a 
fpecies of fruit-bearing afclcpias, with leaves like myrtle, a ilraight ftera, and yellow 
flowers of the lhape and fize of our fmall yellow jefl’amine. 

At length the gorge through which \vc were travelling, enlargening to a quarter of a 
league, we left the windings of the river, and arrived at Atletlauca, a pueblo fituate 
in tlie gorge, and tnofl defirably on account of its excellent water. On the left of the 
mountains and cm a glacis, the flope of which is towards the river. Hand the church 
and the cafa reale. 

I fell dnpleafantly from havifig my foet fo frequently wetted, and retired to reft 
without fupper, in fpite of the folicitations of my fellow traveller : tormented by the 
gnats, I rofe the next morning by three, and w'akcned everybody : it was fo cold that 
we were obliged to make a fire : my thermometer flood at 9* above the freezing point, 
(484 " of Fahrenheit). We made a hearty breakfaft from the ftore of the good rather, 
and when about to laddie my horfc, I was witnefs to a fpeflacle which frightened and 
furprized me exceedingly : the riding mule of the mailer of the houfe, fallened to a 
pollj had all night long been fucked, fome faid by a vampire (a fpirh), but really by a 
living animal, a bat, which had bit it between the left ear and the mane, below the 
occiput, and had drawn from it more than four quarts of tdood ; the whole head and 
neck of the mule was covered with gore, as well as the poll, againll which it no doubt 
had rubbed, in drder to difengage itfelf from this cruel harpy. I was in complete 
afto’nifliu’.cnt at the fight, bull Icamt that fuch events are common, and that when dhe 
bat has fucceeded in thus opening the vein of a horfe or mole, all the reft come and 
iatiate themfelves ffom this fource. 

I guefl'ed this place to be wretchedly poor, from the care I noticed wSh which fome 
women were colieflinga few grains of maize, from a fpot where a caravan of mules 
had been recently fed. I learnt alfo that the maize which was the moll efteemed in the 
country, and moll coinm(}n, is long, flat, and quadrangular, and the ftraw white. 

At about four o'clock we departed, and, four leagues from Atletlauca, after having 
croflVd the river of Turns feven or eight times, wp dilHnguillted Galiatitlan : charm- 
ing haptlet ! no, never Ihall I forget thee. I no longer wonder at the^ anxiety I felt 
that morning to fet off, the impatience I experienced to arrive ; thefe were, doubtlefs^ 
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forebodings of my good fortune. Not mines nor metallic wealth doll thou enjoy, 
perhaps, but for me, nothing that is curious i but thou firft prefented me with the 
obje£l of my prayers and refearches : yes, thop art the moll lovely of hamlets ! 

At Galiatitlan it was than for the firft time in my life, I faw the cochineal alive on 
the nopal by which it is nouriflicd : I even trembled with extafy : the day before, my 
capuchin, who was very well acquainted with the country, 6n detailing itS riches and 
cultivation, had mentioned to me cochineal. I merely expreffed to him a defire of 
having fome in my poffeffion, that I might the better be enabled to deferibe it ; but 
when he told me it was likewifeto be found at Los Cues, which I had pafled through, 

I was vexed with myfelf e^cceedinglyj at miffing the opportunity I had had of finding it 
fooner, and af lefs expence. 

Still I had nothing wherewith to reproach myfelf, for how was I to have known 
there was .cochineal at Los Cues ? Under apprehenfion of difclofing my fecret, I had 
impofed on myfelf'a reftriftion from even mentioning the word cochineal. In this vil- 
lage I met not with a fingle Indian who underftood Spanilh ; and the only Spaniard I 
encountered, though he did indeed fpeak to me of cochineal, by no means even hinted 
at its being cultivated there ; I never thought, therefore, of looking for it at that place, 
and chance alone could have thrown it in my way. 

After all, I had no caufe to repent my going fo far in fcarch of it, as my extra 
journics afforded me the opportunity of feeing more of it, of fpcaking of It more 
largely, of procuring excellent vanilla, and finally, of meeting with more fafe nlcans 
of tranfporting and preferving* all my treafures. 

To return to my clear cochineal. On arriving at GaliatiKan, I faw a garden full of 
nopals, and had no doubt I fliould there find the previous infeft I was fa. defirous to 
examine. I therefore leapt from my horfc,* under pretence (.f altering my ftirrup 
leathers, entered the gn)unds of the Indian proprietor, began a converfaiion with him, 
and enquired to what ufc he put thofe plants? He anfwered, ” to cultivate la gratia** 
1 feemed aftonilhed, and begged to fee the cochineal ; but my furprize was real when 
he brought it me, for inftcad of the red infed I exposed, there appeared one covered 
with a white powder. I was tormented with the doubts I entertained, and to rcfolve 
them bethought me of crulbing one on white paper ; and what was the refult ? It yielded 
the truly royal purple hue. Intoxicated with joy and admiration, I haftily left my 
Indian, throwing him two reals for his pains, and galloped at full fpeed after my com- 
panion, who was waiting for me at a wretched fugar-work, the canes ^bout which, 
however, were fuperb. At laft, faid I to myfelf, I have feen this infedl, have held it 
in my hands, I (hall undoubtedly mc>et with it again, as I am now in the country where 
it*is cultivated : the Indians affuredly will fell it me ; and I thus Ihall be able tcTbear off 
my prize, the objeft and end of all my ardent wifhes ! # ^ 

Still certain refleftions mixed gall with my delight : I could not hide from myfelf 
the difficultj^.ftioyld have to bring to a fafe haven an animal fo light, fo pliable, fo 
eafy to crufli ; an ar.imal which, once feparated from the plant, could hever fetiloon 
it again : the fliocks.of the horfe, a journey of a hundred leagues by land, irould I hope 
with thefe to preferve it ? and the enormous plants on whicn 1 faw the infect, was it 
polTible for me to tranfport them ? how was I to hide them ? and what a cafe muft it 
not require to contain a tree eight feet high, by a diameter of five or fix. 

Thefe racyirnful ideas occafioned me a deep revery, which not all the gaiety of the 
capuclyn could difperfe. I excufed myfelf, by pretending fatigue, and the vexation I 
endured from my horfc, the worft, in real truth, I had hitherto croffed. 


To 
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To San Juaji del the diftancc v'as hx leagues, with but one Intervening mountdn, 
called La Cofta. It iv<t nearly a league perpendicular in height, and thd road over it is 
almoft as difficult as that of Aquiptepcc j while to complete our trouble in palling it, 
we were beleaguered by two caravans df loaded mules : the road was fo narrow, that 
we were obliged to alight from our horfes, and climb upon rocks, in order to leave 
room for them to pafe^ and made way for five hundred animals fdHowing each 
other one by one : the found of the bells, and the whiftling and fmacking of whips qf 
thirty muleteers, echoed by the furrounding mountains, occafioned a ftrangc aonfuAon, 
a noife with which wc were almoft. ftupificd. 

However, after attaining a certain height, the road becomes wider and of more 
gentle afeent. The foil confiAs of vegetable earth, yielding in abundj^ce excellent 
herbage, on which, at their halting, the mules are wont to pafture. This mountain, 
conflantly enveloped in fog, is remarkable for its perpetual cool, and the deep ffiades ; 
its pines, its oaks, and large timber of various kind, occafion regret, that to remove 
them to the plains, fltould be a work fo difficult and expenfive. 

The profpeft from the creft of the mountain is wonderful : behind is feen Quicattan, . 
and that mountain of Tecuacan, from which wc had diftinguifhed the one on which 
we were, in part extended the magnificent plain of Guaxaca, and the valley, between 
two chains of mountains, which reaches to Guatimala, three hundred leagues difiant. 
On the right and left, tlic eye embraces diftindly a fcope of forty leagues of beautiful 
country -f but in front it was that a real paradife was difplayed. The views of Guaxaca 
in the diftance, aitd of fifty villages or hamlets on this fide of it, vying with each other 
in beauty and pleafantnefj of fite. The fplendor of the Hone with which they are built, 
their roofs of curved tilcs^ as in Lorrain, the gardens and charming trees with which 
they are 'dicompaffed, had certainly a rai’ifliing effect. 

The road prefented us \vith objeds no lefs curious : I might have colleded more 
than twenty herbaceous plants and ffirubs of a curious and novel kind, but all my . 
attentiop was attraded by a flower of a fplcndid blood-red colour : it was a lily of 
St. Jago, amaryllis formofiflima * ; the w'hole neighbourhood was covered with it. 

I rccolleded having feen it in flower in the royal apartments at Vcrfailles ; and 1 pro- 
mifed rayfolf to pluck foinc bulbs of it on ray return, for my friend Mr. Thooin, the 
head gardener of His Majefty ; he had made me a prefent of two, for the puipofe of 
naturalizing them at Santo Domingo, but having left that iflandfo foon after reaching it, 

I had entrufted them with an inhabitant of the colony, by whofe negligence they 
periihed : and here I cannot refrain from remarking how little curiofity, invention, or 
induftry, except* indeed in what regards the peculiar objeds of culture, fuch as coffee, 
fugar, indigo, is difplayed by the inhttbitants of Saiito Domingo. His immediate 
culture alone engroffes all his faculties i what is merely commodious or ornamental 
never enters his fancy ; from fuch a charader is not to be expeded any care for the 
ziaturalizatjpn of different fruits and flowers, or a folicitude of perfeding fuch as have 
been tranfplanted there : why ihould I? he queltions; am 1 noffufficiently occupied 
in* making my fortune ? I look, as the end of my labours, for enjoyment of life, and 
next yrar I lhall fet off. Even ten years after, the colonifl: is fiill found on the ifland ; 
and finally there he terminates his days. 

We arrived at Sant Juan del Re at noon. The lands Ibwn with corn through which 
we travjslled, reminded me of Europe. The firll thing that ftruck me on entering the 
pueblo, was a plantation of nopals in mofl: excellent order. 1 was dying with impa« 

* Hexandria monogynia. 
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tience to enter it, but was obliged to accompany my party to the cafa ‘Teale : while, 
however, fupper’was being prepared, 1 flipt away. Thinking it the houfe of the redtor- 
of tlie vUlage to whom the plantation of nopal was ftated to belong, I entered that of 
a tall and flout negro, who, was the alcalde of the place. After firft con»plitnents, I 
fixed my attentioh on a pewter bafon on the table, in which 1 faw a quantity^of dry 
cochineal, mixed with dirt ; refpeding it, I put a thoufand queftions to him, and 
ftated how much I fhouid be gratifled in feeing his plantation of nopals ; my reque 
feemed to pleafe him as much as my condefccnlion!; for this dcfcription of people is la 
general treated by European Spaniards with the moft profound contempt. He led me 
with reiadinefs to his garden, at the gate of which 1 faw a lingular aflixture ; h was a 
leaf of the nopal nailed to* the threlhold, on which, faftencd by as many pins, were 
ftuck a number of caterpillars, and two or three fpecies of coccinelli, one of which 
■was the toccinella ca£li cocchitlii ferJ, coUoptris atris duobus punBh luteis^ I .in. This, at 
firft, 1 regarded a§ fome amulet or charm, and of bad augury with refpeft to the 
religion of my African ; but the lady of the alcalde, though as black as her hufband, 

• undeceived me in the moft fatisfaflory manner, by informing me that there were lot 
enmigos de la gratia, the enemies of the cochineal, which were thus irnniolateil at every 
harvefl, and which were placed there in order that they might be univerfally known 
and devoted to general perfecution. 

Tt^e plantation of nopals might have an ^tent equal to an acre and a half ; it was 
neat, kept in good order, and the trees loaded with the lafl crop, which appeared to 
me<a very abundant one. The nopals, all of them of the fame age, were about four feet 
high, by as many broad ; the order in which they were planted like as at Galiatitlan, was 
from eaft to weft. 1 fancied that 1 difeovered the male infea in a fpecies of-eopcinellus, 
of a very lively red colour, but I have lince been Vatisfied by experience, that I 
was in error. The proprietor informed me, that he colleded from four to eight 
■ arobas of cochineal annually, and that its price on the fpot was from eighteen to twenty* 

• four reals the pound. • 

While in converfation with the alcalde, my travelling companion became impatient 
for his dinner, and fent out in fearch of me. I ate with a good appetite, imagining we 
ihould make another ftage after dinner, and reach Guaxaca that day, from which we 
viiXQ yet eight leagues diftant ; but the monk, who loved his eafe, iignifted that he did 
not mean to proceed farther. 

'For my part, I refolved.on fetting off immediately after dinner; and returning thanks 
to my monk as well as his major>domo, to whom I made a fmall prefent, Si jumped on 
my horfe, and already anticipated the found of the clack of the whip in the fapx- 
boargs of Guaxaca : how wide in my reckoning was I ! The rafcally to^fith had 
furnilhed me with a mare in foal, which could not be made to exceed a walk. 1 was 
perfeftly in a i^ge, but foon became calm from the refleftions to -which the incident 
gave rife. I faw confirmed the old obfervation, that the depravity of man 'is in pro* 
portion to the extent of I'ociety ; in faft all the Indians I had feen in my way as faunas 
Sant Juan del Ro, were generally (peaking Ample, mild, and ingenuous, becaufe at 
Aiftance from great towns; but from this pJace to Guaxaca, they are fly, fubtle, and 
even knavifh and idle: it may truly be laid, that the neighbourhood of European 
:Spaniard8 has been a peft, a 'plague equally unfortunate and prompt of diffufion. 

How different the conduft of the-topiths who had been my conduftors before this 
>oae J 1 bad -hatl tolerable good horfes, -or at leaft had not i>een led into error, but 'this 
IlcoaudrC:! hat^had the impudence to extol the excellence of the mare 1 rode, though 
■JL truly good'fdir-nothing bead; but this was not. all, tired at -length with the obftinacy 
* AS ci 
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<jf the wretched animal, I enquired if there was no place where J might reft ? the 
4opith anfwered no. 1 had heard of the band thieves of Attetla, and now had 
ftrung fufpicions, nqf only that my£Oiidu6lor was a rogue;, hiut alfo that he might he 
one of the band. * , 

Niglit was drawing on, I fcarcely Icnew what fdan to adopt, whe>> fortunately 1 
diftingaiftxd a proceflwn, which fiitisfied me we were at but a ihcrt diftance from 
Attetla. I made all diligence to reach the redory, alighted from my horfe, kilTed^he 
tfleeve of the redor’s furpHce, according to the cuftom of the place, and enquired for the 
-cala reaie z we entered by the lower part of the hamlet, he pointed out the cafa in 
the upper part, about a quarter of a league diftant, whither I repaired ; it is fituate 
in an iinmenle explanade, and forms part of a large pile of building, Vhich Teemed to 
me a farro-houfe •; in front there is a large gallery paved, on the left a prifon, on the 
right ,or ihop,kept by the lieutenant of the alcalde; on the north-eaft t^e explafla^e 

is terminated by an immet^e building, which feemed a magnificent caftle. I had the 
curiofity to vifit it, and found it to be a convent of Dominicans which had formerly 
belong^ to the Jofuits, but which their fuccefibrs had fuffered to fall to decay. Ttie 
architedure of it, half Roman, half Arabefk, notwithftanding the excellence of the 
mafonry, was, in my eyes, poor ; I entered the .hall in which the courts are held, the 
ornaments of which announced that the diilrid of this akadia is large. 

While waiting the return of the lieutenant of the alcalde, in order to procure Supper, 
tea or twelve men in closdss pafled in fticcefilon before me, m;ddng low bows, and as 
if defirous of accofting me. Their little promifing phyfiognomy was a fufficient induce- 
ment with me to fend thewn about their bufinefs and I afterwards learnt that they were 
idle fcoupdrels, who lived (in the language of our excellent La Fontaine) merely by 
franches-KijfpecSf or fpunging.; *men fit for thofe employments only which exad neither 
labour nor fidelity. 1 concluded, as muft every one, that fuch fellov/s are of no value, 
and that the fooner the country Ihould be quit of them the better. 

In the mean time the lieutenant of the alcalde returned : I paid him a vifit, and found ' 
him feated at his counter in the middle of the Ihop : he i*eceived me with the gravity 
of a monarch giving audience to ambafladors, and fcarcely vouchfafed a look ; but 
1 had for my part too contemptible an opinion of the wretch to take any offence at iny 
reception. Ail 1 wanted of him was fomewhat for fupper ; he furnifiied me with bread, 
four eggs;, and a gallon of wine ; but fliortly after 1 had occafion for him, for per- 
ceiving that my -knave of a ropith gave m^' horfe nothing to eat, I requefted the inter- 
ference of fhe -lieutenant of the alcalde, who attended to my requeft, and even threau 
eqed to make him pay for its food himfelt 

After this ! laid myfelf down to reft on fome very clean mats in the auditory, hnd 
flept with that tranquillity a many may do in a court •©£ jullice, who have nothing to 
dread from the laws. 

The next morning 1 departed at day-break ; the cold very fliarp : my mare, thanks 
tg my pains, went fomewhat better than (he had done the day before, but Ihe fooa 
became tired, -and at two leagues from Attetla, i was fain to fend away my topith, 
not without a ftrong inclination to give him a found threlhing ; fortunately for him, 
pity interpofed and pleaded his caufe, fo that he efcaped jpunifitment. 

I continued my road on foot. The town wras no more than a .league and a half 
diftantj the country along the road delightful. 1 fancied myfelf tranfported into our 
plains in Europe, and proceeded to Guaxaca between hedges filled wdth trees and pladts 
lAnknowntome before t among thefewerea junipertufabina*^ of twelve feet India- 
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xaetert ' convolvuli,, pahs f cordovans, &c. The fuburbs of Guaxaca weve thickly fet 
with plantations of nopals, at which I elanced an eye occafionally, but without exhibit- 
ing any fymptoms of curiolity. Finally, I entered the town with the appearance of a 
perfon who had recently left.it for a walk, an(i halted at an inn pointed out to me 
on my right, ji hundred paces diftant from Noftra Sra de la Soledad, the term of my 
pilgrimage. 

!N!othmg can be conceived more magnificent than the fite of Guaxaca. From Sant 
Juan del to this town, opens a plain* two leagues in breadth, which extends the 
length of five or fix to the environs of the town. On the loweft part of the Hope of a 
hill, which appends to the chain of mountains on the north-eaft, ftands Guaxaca, the 
capital of the pfovince of the fame name, at a diftance of fomewhat more than a league 
from the mountains. It fronts the opening of three plains, that of Sant Juan del Rc, 
thaf which jeads to Guatimala* on the fouth-eaft, and another on the fouth-weft, of 
which I forget the name. This pofition has rendered it a centre at which the firft 
fale takes place, of all the annifeed, cochineal, and vanilla collected in the gorges between 
the high mountains, by which it is encompafied at diliunce of five, fix, and fevenlcagues. 
It is amply furnilhed with cereal produdions, and fruit of all kinds from the plain ; the 
foot of the Hope on which it is built, is bathed by a beautiful river ; and well planned 
aqueduds fiipply it with abundance of water of the utmofi excellence. The air, 
confiantly refreihed by cafiem breezes in the morning, and at evening by others from 
the weft, is pure and delightful, and of fuch moderate temperature, that at eight in ahe 
morning in May, my thermometer denoted above the freezing pomt, and at noon 
22* *. From this happy circumftance, notwithftanding it is* fituate about the 2o“ of 
latitude, it enjoys an ever-blooming fpring. Finally, magnificent and hig|ijy oma.- 
meitted profpeds, excellence of foil, profufion of fruits as well European as Ame- 
rican, which fucceed each other in unremitting continuance, would make an adual 
'paradife of Guaxaca, were it only poflefled by a more induftrious and adive race 
of men. 

Its numerous fteeples and elevated domes give this city, at a diftance, an air of 

E deur ; and it may be truly affirmed, that its interior correfponds. It is fixteen 
ired fathoms long, by about a thoufand broad, and nearly quadrangular, if the 
fuburbs be included, which are replete, as 1 have before remarked, with plantations of 
nopals and gardens. Its ftreets are wide, ftraight, well-paved and level. The houfes on 
.each fide are built with ftone, two ftories high. At the time I w'as there, a town-houfe 
was building on a plan which evinced feme tafte, and will prove a great ornafhent to the 
great fquare on which it is built : the ftone is of a fca-green colour. The fame fquqrc 
is attorned by the bifhop's palace and the church, w’hich form two of its fides, and 
both of which', after the manner of the Spaniards, are entirely furrounded by arcades, 
ftrongly conftru£led, and of infinite utility in protcdbng paftengers from the fun and 
from rain ; to conclude, all the churches, which are numerous and finely built, are 
neatly whitened without, and richly ornamented within. , 

The population of this city, including negroes, mulattoes, and Indians, amounts to fix 
thoufand ; it is the rcfidence of a biihop and a governor of the province, and is under 
the jurifdidlion of the audencia of Guatimala, to the viceroy of which province the 
governor of Guaxaca is fubor^inate. 

The inn to which I had been direfted was fo wretched and filthy that I could not 
jfdft fatisfied with making it my abode. I made hafte in drefting myfelf, depofited in 
pty rooih the packet of clothes which I had conftantly carried with me, and w'hich.I 
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found, how«ver fmall, yet cumberfome, and left the place, much embarraffcd at my 
appearance, and not knowing whither to go. Without a cloak I ’looked at once 3 
foreigner ; a net for. my hair, and a broad-brimmed hat fcarcely in any degree pro- 
tefted me from a crowd of inquifitivS eyes. To get nd of the curiofity of the people, 
1 entered the firft church I met with, and thus without fufpcding it, accomplilhed my 
vow ; fo]>it turned out to be that of Noftra Sra de la Soledad. After admiring its 
treafure, its gildings, tlie dome, in a bad tafte, but built of brick varnilhed externally 
with chequer-work, and a multitude of ex votes, equally ridiculous and fanatic, I left 
the church as little forwarded as, and in no better heart than when I entered. I 
wandered about at random in the ftreets, when at laft 1 noticed that I was followed 
by a man in a cloak, whom I had feen at the inn. He w«is Joaded tvith rofarics and 
fcapularies, and at firft fight might be miftaken for a very devout zealot. When in 
the church he kneeled as 1 kneeled, rofe as 1 rofe, walked in my fteps, and ftopped 
when I halted. I was feized with fear. I imagined him to be '^fpy employed by the 
police, and fixed there purpofely to watch my motions, or perhaps thofe of all new 
comers. I rcfolved on knowing the truth, and accofted him, enquiring whether his 
rofaries were for fale ; he anfwered in the affirmative, but that he had another occupa- 
tion, which was to learn where 1 fliould pafs the day : where I pleafe, was my inftant 
anfwcr, in a tone demonftrating a greater fund of aifurance than what I affually 
pofleffed : but why this queftion ? Becaufe, faid he, fimpering, and in a my|terious 
manner, I fhould feel tnyfelf fo happy if it lliould be in my power to procure any 
enjoyment to a ftranger fo kind and generous as you appear to be. At thefe words, 
which at once unmafk^d his charader, I breathed with greater freedom. I now 
perfedly comprehended that this gentleman was no other than what at court, where 
all things are painted in theit^faireft colours, is termed the friend. Gracious 
powers ! faid I to myfelf, and is it in the very fanduary of the immaculate Virgin that 
vice prefumes under the veil of hypcicrify to exhibit her allurements ? Turning then 
to the unknown ; friend, faid I, you follow then a pretty and very obliging fort of . 
trade ; but I have no need of you, and beware how you follow me any further. 

After this incident, I penetrated into the city, where 1 met with feme tolerably 
handfume coaches, and crowds of people. 1 was felicitous of feeing the cathedral. 

It was now the third feftival of Whitfuntide, and high mafs was celebrating j the 
mufic was fine, grave, and majeftic, the voices excellent, the cadences in good 
meafure, and the numerous and folemn paufes well calculated to infpire devotion and 
refieding thoughts ; I was in a profound cxtacy, when at the elevation of the hoft, a 
grey-headed pileft, holding a filver crofs in one hand, like our chorifters in France, and 
in the* other a wand of the fame metal, like our porters, touched me gently with the 
latter, and requefted me to take off the net from my Jiair, which hitherto 1 had con- 
ftantly worn unnoticed in all the churches ; I did immediately as I was defired ; and 
could but admire this regulation, though feeling hurt at the fpecies of affront I had 
qnwearily drawn upon me, I immediately left the church. 

I bad occafion for fome repairs to my watch, md after looking about, at length 
found a watch maker’s. He was abfent, but his wife received me in fuch a manner 
as almoft to put me to the blufli ; ftie was a woman of fix and thirty, a brunette who had 
been handfomc, and was ftill tormented with that immoaeratc defire of pleafing, which 
fome women lofe only with life itfelf. She made me a thoufand queftions, and fuc- 
cceded in learning I was a botanift. She concluded thence that I was% phyfician, and 
t;ndeavoured to perfuade me to fix at Guaxaca, telling me, that notwithftaAding |he 
extent of the city, there was not in it either a phyfician or furgeon, and that Ihe would 
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vouch that her hufband, who was a correpdor, (hould forward me to the fuH of Ks 
ability ; flie even in pretty diftinQi terms t<m me ihe could herfelf be of fervice to me } 
and I began to feel foraewbat ibr the gratitude fte miglH eapefi, when fortunately her 
hulband entered : he was an excellent machinift, and drew extremely well, as he 
fatisfied me by a multititde of works, which he difplayed as wfell in refier as cut paper, 
of his doing* *‘He had moreover rather a curious garden, in >ybich I gathered fome 
fee^s of mira*fol, and fage with com-rofe flowers. 

After leaving the corregidor, I obtained a direftion tp a trunk maker’^s. My plhn 
required I ffiould be furnifhed with cafes or coffers cafy of tranfport. The tradefman 
to whom I was direfted {hewed me fomc of all fizes. 1 chofe eight two feet long by 
fourteen inches jbroad, and- of fimilar 'depth. They were of a white and very light 
wood, dove-tailed, even* bound at the corners, and with locks j they were moreover 
fo fylid and fo well made, that, better could not have been produced in any worklhop 
in Paris. 'I'he price alPj was rea{<)nable. They coft me feyenteen reals the pair, or 
about four {hillings e‘ach j I alked for no abatement, and my Kberality purchaled me 
the prefent of a baflcct of apricots which b:it1 juft been given to the trunk-maker, and 
which Be obferved me notice with longing eyes. I’his European fruit is fo much 
degenerated from not having been grafted, that it is but little larger than the Mont- 
morency cherry. It has notwithftanding preferved its original flavour* 

I now perceived that I {hould never have been able at Los Cues to have met with 
the kune refources as at Guaxaca ; there indeed I ntight have obtained cochineal, but 
this was not fufficient, the nieans of tranfportmg it were alike nejeeffary. I was. 
confequently very well fatisfied with my bargain : I merely conditioned, over and 
above the purchafe, to have partkions made in each of the boxes, and 1 bre^ht away 
with me the keys. , • 

Delighted at having thus affured in a degree fuccefs to my undertaking, a/tonifhed 
At finding myfelf fo far advanced, and at having fo readily overcome all the diihculties 
, 1 had to fight againll, I was fcarcely able to bear my weight of joy, and imagined 
myfelf in a dream from which 1 dreaded to awake, but which every inftant 1 found 
would be the cafe ; the greater the facility I bad hitherto met with, the more was I 
apprehenfive of the obftacles which I painted to myfelf would attrad the future. This 
mixture of fatisfa£lion and inquietude occafioned sm oppreflion on my mind, a melan- 
choly which I was utterly unable to {hake off. 

In this {late I walked through the llreets withoot well knowing whither I, went ; at 
length I found myfelf in one of the fuburbs called de Bueltas or the 'Pamings, .a 
name diftinfUve of the gardens of this country, where It is confidered beauty to interfefl 
theip by walls and partitions, which occafion fo many windings and recedes in the 
fame indofure. Among others were fome plwtations of nopals; the order of the 
rows in which 1 obferved to be ftill the fame as I before had noticed, that is to fay, 
from call to well, but in almolt all of which the crops had been recently gathered. In 
fome plantations I faw men employed lopping off the branches, in others planting j at 
length I diftinguiflied one which apprared to me magnificent, and fo thickly loaded witii 
cochineal, that not a Tingle leaf cpuld be taken from the nopal without crufliing a thoufand 
of the infers. In order to ta^ a furvey at leifure, I entered into a garden, parted 
from the plantation only by a* hedge, under pretence of buying flowers. The firft 
objeds in this garden which excited my attention, was a violet coloured after, as large 
asjthofe grown with us, but produced on a fhrub refembling, by its pinnated leaves^ 
our eldeiitree, and which had a very fine eSe & : what however engroffed alinoft thp 
wHble of my attention and thoughts, was the beautiful plantation of nopals, and while 
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the bouquet I*had ordered was being gathered, I fatiated my eyes with the fpe£lacle 
before roe. The nopals were thickly planted at, about four feet diftance, in lines iisC 
feet apart. I learnt that this nopal grgund belonged to a negro who was not there 
at that time, 1 fed royfelf with hopes of buying of him both the nopal and fome of 
the infeSs. ^ • 

After traverfing feveral other gardens, I returned to the city, and caufed thofe to 
be pointed out to me belonging to an apothecary whofe name was Don Antpnio Pila^ 
and which had been highly extolled by the gardeners I had fpokcn with. The pro- 
prietor, conceiving by my drefs that I was a Frenchman, fhewed me the utmofl: civility, 
and proffered me his Cervices : after which, infomning him^ that being a botanifl: I 
was anxious to fee his garden, he caufed his nephew to ’accompany me to it, 
politely excufing hirafelf from not being of the party, owing to his advanced age and 
infirmities. 

This garden, interfered by five or fix walls, which, no doubt, announced fo many 
frefli acquifitions, appeared to have been framed at great expcncc. A copious foun- 
tain, very pleafmgly ornamented, delivered its waters at the height of eight feet, into 
an antique vafe, whence through four fpouts, they defeended into a fpacious bafin, 
from which they were condufted into different refervoirs. A number of indifferent 
pinks, a quantity of falvia othecas, a fpecies of fage, fome agaves, mililot, blue ever- 
laftings, oxal * or forrel, pot-herbs, malvae (mallows), apricots, grapes, and peaches ; 
thefb formed the whole of the rarities I fo'und in this garden, which moreover was kept 
in very indiflerent order. 

While I was there, I faw a female enter the garden, the lady of a corregidor, in a 
rich veil’of black velvet trimi^ed with gold fringe. She came efcorted by a very 
handfome man for the purpofo of feeing, as I afterwards learnt, the face of a French- 
man. 1 paid my refpefts to her in the moft polite manner, yet, hurt at thus becom- 
ing the objeft of general curiofity, and much vexed at my foreign appearance. After 
fhe had retired, 1 went to return thanks to the apothecary, and fpoke in high terms of 
his garden. 

Much pleafed with me, Don Antonio Pifa was folicitous I Ihould vifit another 
garden not lefs curious : I repidred thither, and did indeed find a garden which would 
have done honour tb the marlhes of Paris, by the fine difplay it afforded of cabbages, 
artichokes, rafpberrics, apricots, and grapes. Water was every where diffributed in 
little gutters .along plots planted with parfley, turnips, radiflies, and well hearted 
lettuce. Five o j fix workmen Indians, or of mixed breed, were at work here ; here 
alfa 1 found the owner Don Gregorio Meuta, one of the corregidors of the city, a 
man about five and^ forty, of handfome countenance, and graceful deportment : he 
condefeended to applaud my refearches and curiofity^ and pointed out to me every 
thing that was curious. What however appeared to me moft worthy of remark, was 
a tree which at firft fight refembled much a reine claude plpm-tree, but which 
■was no other than a malpighia which I had not hitherto feen. I begged the proprietor 
to allow me to gather fome of the fruit in order to obttun the ftones : the fruit it yields 
is as large as our white-heart cherries. I wilhed to pay for what I gathered, but was 
not fiiffered ; nor would even the Indian workmen who attended accept the two reals 
which 1 proffered them. 

I agadn returned to my apothecary, and having given himapidure of the wretched 
inn at which 1 had taken up my abode, a pidure which, from the di^culty I had to 
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exprefs myfelf in Spanifli, made him laugh till the tears dropped, I befbught him to 
point out to me fome one where I might get a decent meal ; and this he promifed to 
do. The converfation next turned on the different objects of culture in the country : 
he enquired if 1 was acquainted wdth them, to which I anfwered in the affirmative, 
with the exception of vanilla, which I was anxious of feeing in order to deferibe it with 
the precifion of a botanift. A prieft, who happened to be prffent, interrupted me, to 
ifate that,he had fonic in a wood dependent on a farm belonging to him, about fix 
leagues thence, and that, if I wiflied it, he would fend one of his Indians thither with 
me the next day as a guide : he even offered to obtain a horfe for me, and this with all 
that politencfs and kind an].icipation which we Frenchmen are wont to deem peculiar to 
uurfelves. * 

I (hen took my leave, exceedingly pleafed with my day’s work, and well convinced, 
that with a little hardihood ant3 activity much may be effeded. 

1 repaired to my mew inn, recommended by Don Antonio Pifa, conduced by a fer- 
vant of that gentleman : it was kept by a Frenchman, who had been cook to the late 
governor. I accofted my countryman with a fenfation of plcafure, and with that con- 
lidence which might ealily be conceived by any one who for the iaffant W'ould place 
hiinfelf in my fitualion. I did not even take into account the difference of our ftations 
in life, nor had I any reafon to repent my condefccnfion. for he was really, and not 
merdy in appearance, a very good kind of man. I could perceive he was rich, though 
he complained of his bad fortune, and plainly law that this was only the better to hide 
his profperity, and not excite' envy, in a people always jealous of our induftry and 
fuccefs, and at the fame time, poffibly, that he iniglu the bet» 2 r be enabled to leave the 
country, at a favourable opportunity. 

I begged of him to give me a good fupptrr, aflfiiring him th..r it would be the firfl: 
fince my leaving France : he promifed he would, and kept his weird, for I had one 
truly w'orlhy of a governor’s table ; and afterwards was enabled to take a delicious 
night’s reft, undrell'ed, and between Ihccts, on a tolerably good bed, an enjoyment I 
bad not t'xpc’rienced for a length of time. 

The plan I had arranged, to purchafe fome noprds and cochineal on the fucceeding 
day, occafioned me to wake very early in the morning ; I was up therefore by three 
o’clock, and taking with me two Indian fervimts belonging to the inn, each with a large 
baiket and towels, I repaired to the plantation of nopals 1 had fecn the day before. 

I left the fervants at the gate on entering, and myfelf took charge of their balkcts. 
The negro owner was fcarcely awake, lie came towards me with a finale, ‘modeft, and 
civil air, quite different from what is ufual among people of his ftamp in the kingdpm 
of Mexfco. I informed him that being a phyfician, I wanted, for the purpofe of 
making an ointment for the gout, a few leaves of the nopal, with the cochineal upon 
them, which I begged him to fell me, as the cafe was urgent j telling him I was willing 
to pay for them whatever he might require : he permitted me to take as much as 1 
pleafed. I did not require twice bidding, but immediately felefted eight of the haiyi* 
fonieff branches, each two feet long, and confifting of feven or eight leaves in length, 
but fo perfeftly covered with cochineals, as to be quite white with them. I cut them 
off myfelf, placed them in the beft pofliblc manner in the boxes, and covered them with 
the towels. I then enquired what they were worth. He protefted they were well 
worth two reals : I readily believed him : I, who would not have held them dear at as 
xhany Quadruples ; but, that I might not render him aware of how good a bargain I 
reckoned upon having made, I merely gave him a dollar, telling him I had no change, 
sumJ begging him to keep the remainder to drink my health with. The good old negro 
* 3 rub^‘d 
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rubbed his eyes, fancying himfelf ftill alleep ; and while he overwhelmed me with 
gratitude, I called in my Indians, loaded them with the two baikets, and made oiF 
with the rapidity of lightning. 

My heart beat in a mannfer that bejfgars defeription : jt feemed to me as if 1 was 
bearing away the golden fleece, but, at the fame lime, as if the furious dragon, placed 
over it as a»guard,' was fallowing clofc at my heels ; all the way along T kept humming 
the famous lino, jIt length I have it in mypovjcr^ and fliould w illingly have fling it aloud, 
but for fear of being overheard, i arrived at my inn out of breath, and flipped in 
unperceived, and witiiout having met with a Angle porfon in the ftreets. 'I’he dawn w'as 
opening, but nobody yet had rifon in the houl'e. I lliut m)relf up in my room, and 
then packed my dear uop.als, with incxprefliblc latlsf’adlion,* and in the tendcreft man- 
ner imaginable, in two of my final! boxes, taking the precaution to lay them two at 
top, atid two iit bottom, fcparatiiig them by the partition, and (ticks of a dry and 
pliant wood. 

Thus, by five in the morning, I found myfc.lf inpofTcffion of a fine cargo of cochi- 
neal, which not a foul had cither foen me pnrehafe or pack. The negro who fold it me* 
was a fnnple, good kind of man, and the Indians, w'hom I liberally rewarded, enjoin- 
ing them at the lanu: time to fccrecy, with relpiCb to where they had been with me in 
the morning, were tliemfelves ignorant of what the precious load they carried. 

Tranquil on this head, 1 went t(j enjoy, beneath Ibine orangc-trccs in the courj, the 
plegfure of iny reflerlions, and the cool.of morning, waiting the period of ray hoft 
rifing. Never had ihe Iky before appeared fo beautiful, never the climate fo pleafing. 
The day before my imagination was filled with inonftrous chimmra: : this day every 
thing was of charming aipeef, and admitted of my giving the reins to fancy. 

Whatever my future fortun i may bi;, faid I to inyfelT, 1 have now completed the 
end of my journey ; 1 may now let olF. Yes, even direftly ; but no ; vanilla, which I had 
been told could be obtained no nearer than at a diftance of twenty leagues hcncc, va- 
nilla comes as it were of iifelf to invite my taking it : let us eft’ebt this lecond conqueft. 

At length the people of the houfs roufed from their {lumbers. Brcakfafl; was ferved 
up, to which I did more jiillice than any one, and at which 1 noticed a Angular fruit : 
it was an apple* the pulp of which was loft, and black as raiAn. The Spaniards call it 
fapiiia negra : I opened fevoral, and look out their kernels. As I meant to fet out at 
noon in fearch of vanilla, 1 ordered a good dinner to be provided for me at eleven 
o’clock. » 

I then fent my comjjliments to the prieft Don Jofe Ortiz, and reminded him of his 
promife, after wliich 1 drcll myfelf, for the purpofe of taking a furvey of the city. 

•My, country man, who was my guide, had the kindnefs to lend me a cloak ; wiith 
this, my hair in a net, and my broad brimmed hat, I looked pcrfcdfly a Spaniard, and 
had no longer the vexation to endure of hearing conflantly rurig in my ears, ayr/i Jia 
Franeeji’i there goes a Trenchman. 

We made the whole tour of the city, and I meafured its ftreets*: it appeared to me, 
oti this occuAon, even more handfome than it had done the day before. The only 
thing which feemed wanting, and which, not only here, but throughout Spanilli 
America, if Mexico be excepted, is every where a defideratum, is an alley of trees, or 
a promenade : one indec'd had been planned here below the aquedubf. 'i’here arc even 
bafiiis of Hone prepared for conducling water to it from a fountain ; and this fpot, its 
AtuatiJn conAdered, would without doubt have been amoft delightful taie for a public 
walk, but the plantation was never carried into effeft, and the whole plan drt'jt to the 
gt'ound. 


5 N 2 . 


We 
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We vlfited the market, one the beft fupplied of any I had feen fince I left the 
llavannah. I found in it all kinds of fruit ; but what moft forcibly ftruck me, ^vas the 
fight of raw cocliincal expofed for fale: when I fay raw, 1 mean undried, and with the 
infeds yet alive. The price of it was eight feals the pbund. I at length returned 
home loaded with plants, leaves, and brandies of all kinds ; among the reft with a 
fpecies of palma Chrifti, or ricinus*, of an uncommon fpecies,. which f have iuice 
t^fpatched for the King’s garden. 

After having packed my plants in my chamber, I went to a man who had been 
pointed out to me for one who let horfes, and without a fyllablt faid to my hoft on the 
fubjed, who reckoned on having measagueft atleaft for a fortnight to come, I hired 
five horfes, ab eight re^s bach, to carry me the next morning to Sant Juan del Rc. 

At eleven o’clock I had another meal worthy of a governor’s table, and ferved with 
equal promptitude and elegance ; but what again ? Doubtlefs the reader, in perufing 
this narrative, will^ take me for an abfolute glutton ; but let him paufe an inllant. I 
was intoxicated with joy. I fought for gratifications, as a compenfation for my 
• labours, and poffibly this was of alefs dangerous nature than another, for there furely 
could be no harm in ftrengthening my poor body, weakened by the fafts and bad fare 
it had endured, and rendering it capable of withftanding the mortifications it had yet 
to undergo. 

Don Ortiz had not forgot me ; by noon his horfes were at my door. I immediately 
rofe from table, and leapt into the faddle, loading the muleteer, my -guide, with a Enen 
fack, four feet high, which Lhad bought for the purpofe in the morning. After this 
we fet off at full fpeed, each of us with a handkerchief roui\|d the head, covered by a 
large fiapped hat, and the crown of this furmounted with a cone-fliaped cap pf cotton, 
to caufe a divergency of the rays of the fun, ,a precaution high'y neceffary. 

We reached, without halting, a mountain four leagues from the city, which it took 
ns a quarter of an hour to afeend. After this we went down into a valley, in which 
the farm of Don Ortiz was fituate. The produce of the valley nothing but wood and 
maize. We continued our journey two leagues farther, when we met fome people 
belonging to the farm. I wifhed to addrefs them, in order to know yhere we might 
find what we were infcarch of, but the muleteer pretended to know vanilla very well 
and boafled that he could (hew it me himfelf. We in confcquence alighted, and during 
half an hour fought for it in vain among all the trees. I (till waited for my muleteer 
doftor to point it out to me, and, at laft, whether from ignorance, whether from 
defign, he (hewed me inftcad of it an arum fcandens, with palmated leaves, the ftem 
of which, it mult be confeffed, pretty much refembles that of the vanHla. I told him 
hq was an afs, and that inftcad of thus making me lofe my time, he would have done 
much better had he called for one of the Indians. It was, in fad, five o’clock, and I 
was under the greateft anxiety left I (hould be obliged to return without the vanilla, 
or have to fleep at the farm, which would defer my intended departure on the next 
morning. I was ahnoft mad with vexation. 

At length an Indian, with a hoe in his hand, made his appearance. Brother, faid*I, 
holding out a dollar, foew me fome vanilla, and this is yours. He coolly bade me 
follow him ; and advancing a few fteps through the underwood into a thicket, in which 
were a number of trees, he immediately climbed up one, threw down to me two cods 
of vanilla, perfcdly ripe, and pointed out to me a branch on which feveral others were 
banging, yet green, together with two faded Bowers, of which the neAarium (till 


* Monoecia polyadelphia. 


ranained. 
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remained. I^ecognizel it for an epidendrum. The form of the leaves, the ftone, and 
the fruit, perfedly well deferibed, the peculiar fmell of the plant : every thing con- 
vinced me it was the real vanilla, in every thing correfponding with fuch I had feen 
at the houfe of Don Athenas, at Vera*Cruz. All the trees of this little copfe were 
covered with it. I faw a quantity of green fruit, but colleded no more than Hx 
fpecimens of thefe, and four large cods, which were ripe. I caufed the* Indian after- 
wards to part from the root fome of the feions which had fprung up. Thefe I tied 
well together, wrapping up the whole in the leaves of an arum, which at their bafe are 
three feet wide*. After thus packing a faggot, which weighed upwards of thirty pounds, 

I placed it in my large fack, which I ftiftened on the rump of my horfe. I was fo well 
fatisfted with my Indian, that befides the gourd I promifed him, 1 gave him in addition 
two reals. For his part, tmwilling to be outdone in gencrofity, he ran to his hut, and 
brought me three other cods of vanilla. 

Who now was more confufed than my mulatto ? for me, I was highly ^leafed with 
not having liftened to him. 

We again mounted our horfes, and we made fuch good fpecd, that by mneinthe* 
evening we reached Guaxaca. 

1 dircfked my guide to make my beft refpefts to his mailer, and repeat how much I 
held myfelf obliged to him. I gave him, for the ufe of the horfes, fix piallres, and 
two for his individual trouble, after which 1 again entered my inn,- with the v^lla, 
without any one knowing what it was. . 

It was late, and 1 fupped by my Cel f. After fuppex, I defired my landlord and 
countryman to make out his account, and announced; my departure on the next 
morning, lie feemed greatly furprifed at my intention, but anfwered, that he had no- 
demanu to make ; that he had entertained me with great plcafure, as a countryman, 
but without any view of gain. 1 eafily comprehended his drift,- and, prefenting him 
three dollars, enquired if that was fulHcient. He ftill aflfuraed that he had received me < 
as a friend, and that 1 might pay him nothing if 1 pleafed. lb this 1 drily anfwered, 
that he, being a Frenchman, was capable of difeerning, by my exterior manners, that 
1 was not a perfon to be treated gratuitouily by liim ; and that, moreover, his fituation 
in life obliged him to fell his Cervices to every one. I thought it right with this to add 
three more dollars to thofe 1 had before placed on the table, at the fame time requelting 
him to prepare me a few provifions. When our holt noticed the tone 1 all'umed, with 
a fatisfied look he placed the fix dollars in his pocket, and in very polite terms returned 
me thanks* Shortly after he font me what I had required. 

I now ihut myfelf up in my chamber, and palTed a part of the night in examining 
and amnging all my plants in my boxes. Two of thefe were delHned for the vanilla, 
which 1 marked, and mingled with a thoufand other plants, collected at hazard. As 
while doing this I frequently opened and Ihut the boxes, my hollefs, on hearing the 
noife, became exceedingly curious, and fought to fatisfy her inquifitivenefs, under 
pretence of making me a fmall prefent of chocolate. She therefore knocked three or 
K)ur times at the door of my room, but I conllantly objeded to opening it, fo that at 
lall Ihe was tired out, and decided on leaving the chocolate on a chair in the adjoining 
room. 

I flept but a little time. By four in the morning my horfes being come, I awakened 
mine holt. His allonilhment was at its height, for L had not apprized him of the 
ineafufcs 1 had taken. My cafes and baggage were all laid on my cattle in an inllaot. 
1: mounted on one of the horfes, and obliged the topithto lead on the others before me 
at a good rate. 5 
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Day-light had.not yet beamed on Guaxaca, when I fet o(F. On account of my train I 
found the ftrects exceedingly long, for I w'as anxious to avoid examination, and the 
excitement of curiofity ; at length by day break I gained the open country. The 
morning was remarkably coqj. 1 ftriick iny heels into the fides of my horfe, and increafed 
our pace. I^y horfes turned out to be excellent ones, and fpeeded fo well, that by half 
part feven we reached Atletta, whence, without halting for drefrelhment, {proceeded 
oftwards to Sant Juan del Rc, occafionally alighting to gather plants. 

On the'road I ntet with a dodlor, who, converfing on the objefts of culture, informed 
me, that nopals had been tranfported into Caftille, for the pnrpofo of attempting the 
naturalization of the cochineal, but that the project faih'd, from which he drew the very 
wife conclufiofi, that it ivas impoflible the culture of it Oioulil fucceed any where but in 
the kingdom of Mexico. This anecdote, whether faltulous or true, was calculated not- 
wirhftanding, to give me at tlfe time fome uncafinefs ; but now, u liile writing this, that I 
am well arfured of the fallacy of the alTumption, 1 cannot but fmilc at the folly of thofe 
people who make deductions, which they generalize from circuit dlances true only in 
' particular cafes. 

By then I entered Sant Juan del Rc, it was eleven o’clock. T was in hopes of pur- 
cha/ing here fome cochineal, but the black alcalde not being at home, 1 deti’nnined to 
wait till his wife returned : flic came in a little time, and I immediatt ly a/lccd her for 
four branches from her nopals; and without giving leifure for rdl -ction, fhewed her a 
dollar, which pcrluadcd better Ihan words : 1 ai the fame time* enquired of her refpeding 
a variety of matters, which I had eitiier oiuiiied to olnain information upon before, or 
which I thought might need coinparifoii w ilh w hat I had learnt ^t Guaxaca, though chicily 
refpefting the mixture of the fylveflre or wood cf'chiiu-al, w iih tlu; black or liyc. She 
illuftrated the dilrerent points 1 quelUoncd lier, upon, add to my fatisiaction ; and per- 
mitted me to felett four branches from the nopals, which I placed iti a fifth box. 

After taking a nap 1 fet off precd’ely at noon, and again al'cendccl the lainous moun- 
tain La Coda, frequently calling back an anxious eye tm the beautiful country 1 was 
about to leave. Mow numerous were the curious plants 1 beheld ! How much did I 
regret my incapacity of carrying aw'ay fpecimens of all ! I did however alight to pull up 
fome of the bulbs ol the lily of St. Jago, or amaryllis forniofiflima. 1 colleQed fix 
dozen of the roots, though v/iih extraordinary difficulty, on account of their being a 
foot deep in the ground, and tliat, lliil'and very hard as the foil was, I had nothing hut 
a knif:* with which to remove it, while a vertical fun ilarted its noon-tide rays on inv 
back. I likewife found a violet with a bulbous root like that of the lily, •of w’hich 1 
dug up a dozen roots: 1 gathered, moreover, a hundred oxales (forrels), with bulbous 
rotfts, foliis ciclonatis pcllatis ozaiis. 1 inorever gathered 1‘omc i'eeds of a thifilo, large 
as our artichoke plant.s ; fome*ot the fruit of a fort of medlar; foiue of the Sabina 
junipcTus ; and certain acorns large as our largefl: walnuts. 

While thus endeavouring to diffipale the tireibmenefs incidental on a long journey, 
I perceived that my ’muleteer had tumed out of the king’s highway, which topiths are 
cxprefsly forbidden to do ; and I w’as violently enraged at his condud, promifing, withm 
inyfelf, at leall lo withhold his trinkgilr, or drink money. However wc began to 
defeend by roads, very batl it is true, hut which leffened our way by a league. I then 
allowed that my guide was ndt fo much in the wrong, and was pacified. At the bottom 
of the fiope 1 found the beautiful fage, w'iih corn-rofe flow ers, wliich I had feen at 
Guaxaca ; from this I extradled feeds, as well as from another variety with blue and 
highly beautiful flowers. 


While 
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While threading a narrow path cut out of the rock, I had a fingukur rencounter : it 
was of an Indian who was driving two hogs to Guaxaca. They were of monftrous fizej 
and I was obliged to Hand afide, in ord^r to allow them to pafs ; while, in confequence, 
1 was attentively loolung at them, I obferved, and not without a hearty laugh at the 
whim, that they had pumps, or rather boots on. What, faid I to myfelf, a hog in pumps, 
while the jSoor Indian that drives them is barefoot ! The hogs had, really, on each of 
the joints of their parted hoof, a boot with a foie of ftrong leather ; and the whole*fo 
neatly fewed, and fitting with fuch exactitude, that at firll Tthought them natural appen- 
dages belonging to the animal. It was in vain for me to puzzle my brain fer the reafon of 
fuch a whim, and I was fain to apply for information to the Indian. For him, he feemed 
to pity my ignorance, aftonifliment, and laughter ; and in a \'^.ry phlegmatic manner 
anfwered, that it was to prevent their becoming foot-fore. Reflection made the motive 
feem but reafonable, for the animals were fo fat, and are naturally fo lazy, .that if they 
had not been booted, having a journey to make of five and twenty leagues, and fiiould 
wound their feet, they would have fallen away, and even have remained on the road. 
When at dinner, at an after period, with the intcinlant of St. Domingo, on his alking me’ 
refpedting the roads in Mejcico, 1 felt a ftrong inclination of relating this faft, in order 
to qualify him to form himielf an opinion ; but as there was a large company at table, 
to whom I was unknown, 1 was fearful, on giving account of a circumftance fo fingular, 
to pafs for an inventor of fables ; I therefore merely anfwered his interrogation by 
telling him in general terms, that 1 f'oinld them very bad ; and in good truth, though 
the road 1 was now travelling was that of Guatimala, .tod the only highway on which 
is tranfported the various*produce of a valley, which extends four hundred and eighty 
leagues,,! did not find thirty leagues of road on which a carriage could pafs. 

After a long journey of lixfcen largen leagues, I again revifiied my charming hamlet 
of Galiatitlan. I faluted it on my arrival full of' gratitude, for its having firft prefented 
me with the delightful fpectacle of a plantation of nopals. It was too late, .ind I was too 
much fatigued, to vifit tlie Indian into whofe grounds I had entered on my way to 
Guaxaca ; 1 therefore thought only of getting my fupper, and retiring to reft. 1 flept 
but little. I hail judged it roquifite to give air to my plants ; and for the purpofe placed 
my boxes, opened, in the court of the cufa realc, and every half hour paid them a vifit. 
In the intervals between I took a walk in the church-yard, which was at no great diftance. 
A beautiful moon light fhewed me the way ; and with pleafure I colledlcd the roots of 
lunary uiilas i'rom the tomb. At this inftant, calling to mind the Night Thoughts of 
Young, I flld to myfelf, Is it then really confequent that reflexion on the immortality 
of the foul fhoultl give rife to melancholy, as the cafe with that gloomy do£tor ? By no 
inean&, but rather * 

Let US, while tlirough this vale we fpecd. 

Cull every flowret in our way. 

At two in the morning, I again clofcd my cafes, carried them in-doors, and laid down 
to fleep till dawn. 

’ As foon as I arofe, I haftened to the garden of my bidian. The cochineal harveft had 
been gathered j and 1 merely took from him four plants of the nopal, which had already 
rooted, and for which 1 gave him fix rerds. 

It is to be obferved that I burthened myfelf with thefe nopals, and with lour other 
plants which I collecled at Sant Antonio de Los Cues, apparently from an excci's of 
caution, and that I might not have any thing wherewith to blame myfelft but how wife 
this caution will be feen j for of all the branches loaded with cochineal, which I had 

bought 
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bought at Guaxaea, and Sant Juan del Re, and on which I placed diief depend* 
ence, not one was prefcrvcd to the end of my voyage, as 1 had the ami&ion of feeing 
them, all rot one after the other, and of being obliged to throw them into the fea while 
traverfmg the gulf of Mexico! It was to thofe plants on which I placed the leaft re- 
liance that I dud to afcribe the ultimate fuccefs of my projed, as thefe were the only 
onre which furvived the voyage, and which have multiplied. • 

The Indian who fold me the nopal plants was the lame who let me my horfes ; and his 
fon a£ted as my topith. This afforded me means to hold a very intcreftmg converfation, 
and acquire confidcrable information refpcAing that culture, to which he paid his chief 
attention. It was this man v^ho prefenisd me with fome of the fibrous net work of the 
cocoa, of whic£ he inforined me the neff for the cochineal was made : it was from him 
alfo 1 undcrllood, and at his plantation that I faw, that the mother cochineals for the 
fucceeding harveft are preferved in open air and on the fame plant, and not as averred 
by the Abbe Raynaf, and that even in his laff addition, on detached branches put under 
/helter in the houfe. I made, as very natural, remark on hearing this, that I Ihould have 
thought them liable to be deftroyed by the rains ; but this objeftion he fet at reft, by the 
anfwer he gave, which was, that in the ftormy feafon of the year, iapan con petales^ 
they are Iheltered under leaves. 

At the plantation of this Indian I likewife, as I bad done before in fome of the 
church-yards, colleded fome buds of a beautiful fyringa afpcrifuliis, but they 
perilhed. * • 

When on point of departure’ with his fon we perceived near a fountain his young 
fifter, who at that inftant was fetching water. She was a lovely brunette, about nine or 
ten years of age, with blue eyes, and the moft beautiful complexion. 1 had juft before 
given her a real. She drew nigh her brother, and without uttering a fyllable flipt it into 
his hand. My poor brother, Ihe no doubt reafoned, is now about to travel on foot over 
fix weary leagues of ground for merely a wretched real, and which even my father puts 
in his pocket, and has but four tordillas and fome pimento for his dinner. Suppofe 1 give 
him this real, he will be able to fare better, and better bn able to endure the tedioufnels 
of .the way, and the burning heat of the fun. Such in Ihort was the refledion I read in 
the expreflive eyes, full of intcreft and companion, of this aniiablc child, and in the 
look of gratitude the young lad direded at his fifter. I was di;eply alFeded by this little 
incident. Come hither, my child, faid I. She came blulhing and uneal'y about the motive 
of my calling her. I gave her another real, which I bade her keep for herfelf. The little 
maid laughed with joy, took the real, and turned her back on me, without the llighteft 
thanks ; but what thanks were neceffary ? Did ftie not fmilc ? Throughout the whqle 
moVning I amufed myfelf with pleafing refledions on fraternal love ; and this incident 
confirmed me in the idea I had eVer entertained, that a tender afi'edion for their brothers 
is not uncommon with females ; and that it could not have been feenes like this which 
originated the obfervation of rara concordia fratrum. Incidents like thefe it is which 
render one difpofed to love mankind ; but how rare are they in large affociations of t|ie 
fpecies ! and where did 1 meet with this ? Was it not among the fteepeft mountains, 
in the moft diftant parts of America, amid people little removed from the wild ftate of 
nature ? 

* 

After proceeding three leagues on my way, I met a herd of fwine, confiding of about 
fixtjr, all of them in new boots. Now, indeed, faid I, accofting the Indian who was 
driving them along, I plainly fee that this is not a mere whim, but a faihion, quite the 
faftiion of the country : in truth, now all that thefe gentry want, to draw down not only 
adquration, but even the envy of their drivers, would be to make an addition to their 
' . drefs 
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drefs of a hat, and raffles ; but all I could fay failed of exciting a fmile, for the 

Indian was of a molt grave and ferious turn of mind. 

When I arrived at Atletlanca, I was obliged to go to the red;or to change fome gold : 
he appeared tome to have great partiality for this Aiming metal, and to be ready, if 
need^, to^ve me filver for all I had. He (hewed me the ftufied (kins of two animals, 
which he called tigers but which were juft as much the (kins of tigers, as of Mcxioan 
bears; of this I am latisfied, as at an after period 1 bought fome of ^th the one and the 
other, thefe much fmaller : thofe of the redor were fix feet in length from head to tail, 
and two feet and a half in height ; the head, (ace, hair, and teeth of them were fimilar 
to thofe of the cat ; but the colour of the hair wa£ that of the fawn, vesy bright, per* 
feflly fmooth, and without any longitudinal ftripcs, or ocellary * fpots ; thefe monftrous 
animals, faid to be very ferocious and fanguinary, had been killed within two leagues 
of the village : would I could have borne them away with me ! the redor t^uld aflur- 
cdly have parted with them for gold. 

On difinifling my topith I gave him another real, as well becaufe he was the brother of • 
the fweet little Indian girl, as becaufe he had conducted himfelf with propriety, and that 
on fuch occalions I feldom reftritled myfclf to abiding by the regular preferiptions for 
drink money : thefe kind of people are commonly fo wretched, and at the fame time 
appeared to me fo worthy, that I always confidered a real or two extra not idly thyown 
away. 

I^gain croifed the numerous windings of the river de ]a$ Vucitas, and again with the 
like impatience and vexation, but at the fame time with lefs inconvenience, on account 
of being better mounted.* I was unable however to reach Don Dominquillo before 
night, where I again met with a, jubilee and procedion, for it had been ordained I think 
that from Paris to Mexico had I gone Tihould conftantly fee nothing elfe : this one 1 
found interefting; the mufic of the charming Salve Marian which I took down in notes, • 
is really excellent ; it was fung in chorus, the parts given in perfed unifon, and was a 
piece of mufic altogether capable of pleaiing even the mod delicate. 

When Juftice and Peace, tired of living with mortals, by whom they daily were infult- 
ed, abandoned for ever their ungrateful hofts ; Fame lays, they took refuge in heaven, 
from whence they came. The rumour here was wrong : after wandering over the 
different portions of the globe, conftantly vagabonds, and conftantly abufed, thefe 
celeftial beings withdrew to a comer of North America ; yes, the village of Don 
Dominquilloj This little hamlet, fimple in appearance, unadorned by the meritricious 
works of art, but,rich, but charming from its fitc on the flopc of a hill, at the con* 
fluence of the Rio Grande, and that of Las Vueltas, appeared to them worthy of their 
abode ;*’and here I enjoyed the mild prefence of thefe am^iblc but flighted powers. 

The circumftance which called for this remark I (hall relate : While I was at fupper, 

I fent for a topith, with whom 1 had entered into contraft for fumifliing me with 
horfes for Quicatlan ; the knave had the addrefs to cheat me of three piaftres, without 
my. noticing the fraud : his lively and feemingly ingenuous looks, and poflibly the 
cares with which my head were filled, combined to lay me open to deception : the 
keeper of the cafa reale, however, perceived the fraud, and pointed it out to me, but 
the topith was already out of fight with my money. In the mean time, after ,the pro* 
cellion, while vralking in the public fquare, I faw two Indians carrying each of^ them a 
ftaff fix feet long, on which they fupported both their hands. I paid at firft but little* 

* Ocelliire, in the original, from ocdli, little eyei an Italian word. 
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attentioh to this irfciJeiir, till at length I heard a cry repeated thrice la Ihe Mexican 
language, and three wltiilles. In an indant, iny rogue of a guide prefents hirafejf^ 
out of breath with running, and makes a uumbw of low bows to the men with ftaft's, 
the diftindive marks of theit office : the one was the alcalde, the other his alJ'tilbr, 
As I faw thent advancing towards me, I met them half way : in my prefence, in a very 
deliberate manner, they interrogated the topith relpedb'ng the liumbcr of horfes 1 had 
reque/led, and the price lie had alkod. He confefl'ed the wiiole he had aiked, except 
two reals. 'I'hey next enquired of me, how much 1 had paid. 1 told them the exact 
fum. Turning next to the topith, they afked him, if he had fliewn me the talde of 
fares} and, on his confefling that hrfhad n<‘ver even memioned it to me, die alcalde 
very fevcrely, though at* the fame time without the lealt fymptoin of patOion, repri- 
xnanded him ; firfl, for having, exafted more than the ordonnanee preferibed ; and 
fccondiy, for having dated the fum he liad received at two reals lefs than wfrat it really 
was. While they w'ere fpcaking, 1 minutely obferved, by help of tlie moon-light, the 
features of ihcfe limjde officers : they exhibited n6t the leafl fymptom <»f r:-.ge or in- 
dignation, not even the leaft emotion. Immutable as the law, they judged and decided 
by its rule, and never did fenator, counfellor, or judge, witli all their fumptuous para- 
phernalia of office, in filk and ennined robes, in I'carlet or in black, in coronets, caps, 
or periwigs!, never, 1 fay, did either look more auguft or niajeflic than did, on this 
occafion, thefc poor and tattered Indians. 

After convifling the culprit, on his own coilfeffion, they made him reflorc the whole 
fum he had received ; after which, entering my apartment, where was a light, they 
attempted to calculate what was juflly his due, but, little ufod to handle money, they 
were unable to fuccced, and 1 was obliged to take on piylelf this talk ; when, having 
(hewn to ilieir fatisfadion, that 1 had given thfee dollars and t..'o reals more than I 
. Ihould have done to the topith, the alcalde reftored them to me, and gave the remain- 
der to the topith, enjoining him to have his horfes ready at the hour appointed. I was 
dumb with admiration. 1 thought myfelf in a dream ; a judgment lb unartificial, fo 
fpeedy, fo perfeflly equitable, was what I could not conceive: adtuated by the en- 
thufiafm by which I was filled, 1 gave the cafero, by whofe inftituting the procel’s I had 
enjoyed this interefting fpeftacle, a dollar, and begged the alcalde to keep in his own 
hz^s the three dollars and two reals, for the purpofe of diilributing them among the 
poor of the handet. 1 would willingly have given, had I means, a thoufanci piaUersi, 
to have perpetuated the memory of this honourable aft of julHce 4 for it cannot be dif- 
guifed, that the beft means of enforcing among mankind the praftice of wlfdom and 
virtue is to honour and reward evcai the molt infignificant aftions which denote, its 
exiltence : men always aft from fome intcrefted motive and what motive catrbe re- 
garded as more valuable than tW which has for its end the efteera of one’s follow 
creatures and pofterity ? Let us then but applaud good aftions, and ihofe fame ajpplaufes 
will prove the feeds, of others. 

With thefe plcafing fancies I retired to reft, and fweet was the Humber 1 enjoyqfi ; 
but at two in the morning, folicitous of maldng a long day, I awoke my topith : the 
rogue was out of temper, which 1 noticed the moft plainly at the palfage of Hio 
Orande. In this river I fav» an animal fwimming, which I took to be either a crocodile 
ora caytnan, though its muzzle did not yet feem to be fo long as theirs, i enquired 
what animal \t was, but inftead of informing me, in order to prevent the gratification 
I mighf receive from fatj^ying my curiofity by a more minute examination, the malicious 
rogue picked up« ftoue, and threw it with fuch nicety, that, Ihough at eighty p%ces 
< « 12 diiUnt, 
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, cliftant, he ftruck it on the head, which occafioned it to dive under water, and it did 
not appear again. At dinner he met with his reward, as I neither gave him a metil, 
nor money to buy drink^ as I was clfe aocuflomed to do. 

I reached Quicatlan at nine, and after purchafing a provifion of bread, left that place 
at ten, paflin^', without flopping, by the guard-houfe : the chief of it, whofc good-will 
I had infured on pafling Ifefbre, whether on this account, whether owing to his being 
employed in counting the mules laden for Guaxaca, paid no attention to mine, but 
made a fign to my tupith to proceed without unloading his cafes : I fquepzed his hand 
in token of gratitude, and clapped fpurs into my horfe. 

But little after noon, the fun almufl at its zenith, and vertical above me, J had to climb 
the terrible and fatiguing mountain Aquiotepec ; 1 f.n-.iid itnecelfary.inordcrtobearup 
Bgainft the diftrefs occalioncd by the toil, and the heat of /he day, to feek revivificadgn 
from advertence to ray worthy and faithful friends in France ; this was my ordinary 
praclicc ; perpetually were tliey prefent to my imagination, and often *did I hold converfe 
with them. Oh, could you only fee me here, fcid I, and with what formidable diffi- 
culties I have to contend, then, partne rs of my heart, then would you learn the coft a- 
which T leek to merit your efteera. 

At length I attained the fummit of the mountain, by half part one, as I found by the 
clock then flrikingat Quicatlan, the found of which 1 flill (Itftinguifhed, and by three 
had attained its foot, on the banks of the Rio Grande : here it was 1 firll faw the* fyl- 
veftd" cochineal on a thorny cablus, with leaves nearly round : I tcxrk away two articula* 
tioiis, which I preferved for a long time at fea, but which at laft decayed. 

1 had laid in a flore of bread, but this was not enough. 1 recollcdled the bad fare 
• I had to aspect if I depended oji the fupply of the hamlet whither I was journeying : 
fortunately I faw an Indian who had juft been fifhing ; in anl’wer to my interrogatory, 
of what fuccefs he had experienced, I learnt he had caught a trout j but this pre- 
tended trout rurnSd out to be a fpecies of mullet, which however was delicious. 

While changing horfes at Aquiotepcc, I gathered from the margin of a fountain 3 
paneratiuni foliis lingalatis ftrictiffimis *, w'hich 1 contitme to cultivate at Port au Prince; 
but on this occafion, my curiofity, or rather ray imprudence (for I made ufe in railing 
the plant of my hands) was nigh cofting jne dear; a ferpent, four feet long, of a yellowifli 
colour, iflued from the ground I had juft been difturbing, but without doing me the 
leaft injury, it glided under feme other plants: this ferpent was the firft that I met 
with in my bptanical colleftions in North America. Farthei’ on, on croffing the Rio 
Grande, 1 faw a lijiaceous plant, lefs eminent, but which was fimilar to that 1 had found 
on the brink of the fountain of Aquiotepec. ^ 

1 did hoc reach Los Cues before half paft nine at ni^ht ; I was dying of hunger, 
and my llJi was moft welcome : it was fo large even that 1 was enabled to I'pare a part 
for my tcipith, who had been able to procure nothing better throughout the whole 
hamlet than a couple of tordillas of blue maize, fo much refemblitig pieces of Hate in 
theiv appearanco, that I w as obliged to bite them, in order to be convinced of the con- 
trary : as i'auce for tluTe he had foine little chili. 

I'he next day, 'i'rinity Sunday, 1 propolcd, as it would be the lall time I ftiould meet 
with plantations of nopals, to make foine frelh purchafes of nopal and cochineal : in- 
formed of the exiftence of them at this place by my Francifean, on feekiiig Preadiiy 
ioiind them ; nay, there was one clofe even to the houfe at which I Iqdged : this, , 
however, did not appear to have been fown, fo thinly was the^iCochineal fpread.over 
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the leaves. I riien entered another, in which were many young plants'that had taken 
root, and were loaded with fine cochineal. I was very folicitous of procuring fome of 
thefe, but the owner was at mafs. In a third I met with fome women, who confented 
to fell, me eight branches richly loaded for ten reals : this was rather dear, efpecially 
when compared with what my good negro of Guaxaca had silked me ; but on my 

J ixprelfing fuch to be my opinion, they remarked to me, that there was ti^n them at 
ea(l twelve ounces of cochineal, and, on the other hand, thefe were what 1 wanted. I 
faw in addition, the plantation of a poor cultivator who was drying the feeds of the 
cadus, with which to make bread : the garden had not been plant^ more than fifteen 
months, and from him fpr fix reals I bought as many fmall rooted plants. He was 
willing even to have l^ared me a greater number, and at this rate even would gladly 
h|pve parted with his whole garden ; but I was now mofi amply fupplied, and had great 
difficulty <to flow my lalt purchafe. 

I however fucceeded and fet off with my cafes, mounted on an afs, which tranfported 
me to Santo Antonio by noon, according to the efiimation I made by a lingular means. 
1 noticed that the ears of my afs, at every turn, whether eaftward or weftward, to the 
noith or the fouth, confiantly both the one and the other threw their fhadow on the 
earth, at an equal diftance from the head and body, the ihade of which latter was 
immediately under the belly of the animal : followed that the fun muff be at its zenith, 
and* confequently that the hour was noon. This meridian, fo novel and fo whimfical, 
made me laugh much, and for an infiant configned to oblivion my cares and jading 
ride. 

At San Sebaftiano I fwallowed two new-laid eggs, and rimmediately fet off again 
with excellent horfes : the one I rode, however, was difficult to manage, and had no 
bridle, a circumftance to which I failed to pay attention on fetting off, or till I had left 
the village : every thing, however, went on well until I reached Santo Antonio : thrice 
had 1 alighted to colle<S: feeds from plants, and thrice had I again^quietly mounted } 
but the fourth time, the reflive bcaft riling on its hind legs, llruck at me on the 
llomach with the fore ones, and with fuch force as to fell me to the ground ; 
not content, he fpumed again his hind legs at me, and gallopped away at full fpeed. 
For an inftant I thought all was over with me, and far as the little power of reflexion 
allowed, which remained with me, I was anxious only for my dear cochineal. I 
dreaded left it would yet remain buried in Mexico, and be for ever loll to my country : 
the thought went near to kill me ; however, refuming, after a few inllants, the fficulty 
of breathing, and iny llomach by degrees recovering its tone, I gathered*that I did not 
immediately need extreme un^ion. Collefling llrength, I rofe, Ihough with great 
^fficulty, and drew as a conclufion from the incident, that a botanifl Ihould travel on 
foot. 

1 took no trouble about the horfe. It carried away not any of my property,and fhould 
I have recovered, J Ihould not have mounted him again : fo giving him heartily to the 
devil, I continued my journey on foot, at a very gentle pace, quit for a few grpzes 
and a tom jacket. 

In vain did I call after my topith, who travelled at a brilk rate before me ; and when 
1 arrived at San Francifeo,.! found he had already been there an hour. I related to 
him what had happened, and was apprehenfive he might infill on my paying for the 
, n^away ; but he was fadsfied with merely alking for a note, which might account for 
hisjB^ taking it back, which I gave him. Hating th6 redivenefs of the animal, and the 
wai^t lof a bridle, as the caufe* I moreover prdTcnted my |lude with four reals for 
hialfelt. 


The 
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The next tiay 1 took care to be provided with gentler horfes, and more complete 
furniture, and by ten o’clock arrived in fight of Tecuacan. In the courfe of my 
journey, I remarked a nicoriana (toba^o plant), with narrow and pointed leaves, which 
was confpicuous as a weed among the corn of this beautiful plain. 

I was anxious to pafs round Tecuacan, as 1 had done on my way con\Ing ; but with ' 
all my baggage this was not pradficable, and the topitb, in Ihort, flatly refufed : it was 
neceffary therefore 1 fhould travel through it : the town appeared to me a defert, and 
I compared it to thofe enchanted cities the work of genii, when a magidanbfthe moll 
formidable kind, in my eyes, made his appearance before me, and drove awaythe pleafing 
ideas of enchantment. This magician was no othg: than a flout, fharking cuftoms officer, 
mounted on an excellent horfe, his faddle bow befct, both in front and behind, with 
piflols. This redoubted champion advancing, fummoned me, in the King’s name, to 
return to the cuftoms houfe. I anfwered to him, in i tone of voice w}\ich denoted 
vexation, that I certainly fhould pay all the refpeft due to the Kijjg’s orders ; but that 
if he had had the leaft notion of civility, he would not have fuffercd me to have rode 
through the whole of the town merely for the pleafure of making me return. How- 
ever high the tone 1 aflumed, my heart was chilled with fear ; the word cuftoms 
houfe turned my brain, and I gave up all for loft. I fhall have, faid I, to open all my 
cafes, my pilferings wilt all be expofed ; there may be laws which prohibit the tranfport 
of cochineal on nopals ; nay, this ought neceffarily to form a part of the policy and 
ovdonnances of this people, one fo anxious to maintain the exclufive pofleflion of this 
commerce. Should this be the cafe, adieu to all my treafures, all will be ravifhed from 
me, and confifcated : jvhat grief for me ! what fhame ! curled rencounter ! unlucky 
travel^! 

I was in a dreadful ftatc, Ihough U, muft be allowed, that at times danger affords 
refources which ,are gathered merely from its prefence. On reaching the cuftoms 
houfe, I inftanily determined on my plan : compofing my countenance, therefore, t 
entered with an eafy air, and expreffed much difeontent at the trouble which had thus* 
unneceffarily been occafioned me. I found two Spaniards in the office, one of whom, 
the director, leffened my colour by the affable and prepoffeffing manner in which he 
received me. I told him that 1 was a botanift, that I had been employed in collecting 
medicinal plants throughout the whole province, with which my trunlK were full, and 
that I had with me nothing clfe. I added, moreover, that I begged they would fatisfy 
themfelves on this head, and proceed through the examination as fpeedily as poffible, 
as I was fblicitous of reaching Vera Cruz for the purpofe of going on fhip board. 

The direCtdi’ faid that this was enough, and entered into the moft friendly conver- 
£ition with me ; however I notwithftanding caufed my boxes to be opened, although 
againft his inclination, for the purpofe of Satisfying him, and out of bravado towards 
his deputy, who appeared to be inquifitivc and fufpicious. On looking over the cafes, 
in which, among a variety of herbs and roots, with which he was altogether unac- 
quainted, was the vanilla which was equally unknown to him ; he fhrugged up his 
*flioulders, and fmiled. I opened others which contained cochineal, covered and 
mingled with other plants ; aqui Jla grana , — this is cochineal, faid he, apparently with 
furprize, but at the fame time, with an air of indifference which argued nothing dif- 
pleafing. In my notice of his obfervafion, 1 feemed* equally indifferent. He after- 
wards noticed the double bottoms, and fancied for an inftant he had caught his bird, 
fignifying as much by a glance, which at the fame time feemed to hist that he could 
ftuit his eyes occafi4|aily to what he could not fee without injuring ; bur,* rendered 
‘ bold by the affurance I had acquired, that no objeflion would be taken to my cochineal, 

traifed 
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I raifed the bott;pms, partitions, and the pieces of wood, which feparatcd the plants,, 
when my nopals were diflinguillied among other plants, carefully folded in fme white 
paper. What are thefe nopals for, this cochineal? For an unguent. For what 
malady ? The gout. Ah ah ! do but fee, exclt&med he then, laughed heartily as he 
pointed out among my collodion the nuts of the mod common fruits of the country, 
and feeds eveh of its mod defpifed herbs. «» "■' • * 

<rhe dircdlor now obliged me to fhut all my cafes ; before I did this, I picked up 
even the finallcd leaves which had fallen, but with fo much care, that they could enter- 
tain not the flighted doubt of nty placing on them a value, far greater than on the 
cochineal : they could not indeed help admiring to fee a Frenchman come from fuch a 
didance to colleft foine , of' the mcaiied herbs of the country ; and frankly coufefled, 
that no Spaniard could be found poflelfed of equal refolution. Walking in the court, 1 faw 
drying m the fun the fruit of a* certain cadlus, not larger than currants ; in turn, 1 en- 
quired what'ufe it was applied to ? To making of tarts, was the anfwer. He invited me 
moreover to tade them : I found them doliciinis, and preferved Ibme of the grains. 

• From all he had foon the director 'concluded within hiinfelf, that I was an eminent 
doctor, and in confcqucnce entreated me to vifit a friend of his who was ill : 1 told him, 
that unicfs His Majedy himfelf required my afliflancc, I could on nt> account procraf- 
tinatc my day : at the fame time I enquired of him to whom I had to addrefs niyfelf to 
obtain horfes : he informed me I mult apply to the alcalde-mayor. This circumltance 
difplealed me. I apprehended a fecond inquifition, and could not hope perpetually to 
favoured as I had hitherto been, by good fortune ; however, no choice was left, nor 
could I draw back j I therefore paid him a vifit, and found him eqiployed with a man dred 
in black, whom at fird 1 midook for the alcade himfelf. It was not long however before I 
was undeceived; Don Marcos Chopin, Cavallero Sant Jago, Gobernador de Tecuacan, 
alcalde-mayor informed me in perfon, that it was he to wiiom 1 had to addrefs myfelf ; 
he converfed with me with an affability, a fuavity of manners which could not be fur- 
.paffed by the mod amiable among our French gentry, and immediately dircfled an 
alquazil to go in fearch of horfes for me. I entreated that they might be gentle, and 
with good bridles, as a caufe of which injun^ion 1 related the adventure which bad 
befallen me ; he laughed heartily at my narrative; and obferved that I mud in this cafe 
have been but an indifferent horfeman. Pardon me, Senor, replied 1 , but my hurfe 
was unufunlly redive. 

By accident a mirror happened to hang before me, and feeing myfelf in it, dirty and 
w'ith my clothes lorn, I could not but feel amazement and high gratification at the 
little difficul'y I had hitherto met with. In France, taken for ,aii liighw'ayman, I 
flioul^ have betm dopped by the police ; in Mexico I was not even afked for my pafs- 
port ; 1 fcarcely kttew to what I Ii;id to aferibe this didindlion ; poflibly in a I'mall degree ^ 
it is fo be attributed to the inertia and negligence of the Spanidi people, but at the ianie 
time much liberality and hoblenefs of mind are apparent in their cuAom of not fuffering 
thenifelvcs to be inBuenced towards, nor their confidence diminiihed in, a man and a 
traveller, becaufe of the garb he wears : their condudl moreover may be owing, and* 
principally perhaps, to the officers of the interior relying on the governors of tlie fron- 
tier cities and towns for care that no one be admitted into the kingdom but Spaniards, 
or individuals fumiflicd with regular paffports. 

However this may be, the alcalde-mayor behaved to me with the fame polttenefs as 
if 1 , had. been drejl in the niced manner; he even played me a little trick, which, no 
doubt, aff.>rded him confiderable amuferaent, and which ma^ me laugh myfelf : 
be fcm me to tne.farmer of the tobacco duty, whom he reprefentccTto me as being ill,' 

and 
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^ and at the fatnib t^e a Frenchman, two modves for my rendering hinj whatever ailifl;- 
ance my art was capable of. In vain did I decline going, on pretence that not pertaining 
to the college of phylicians in New Spajp, theconfequences of fuch a procedure on my 
part might injure me ; he infilled and proffered to take all, refponfibility on himfelf; 
but what was iny aftqniflitnent, on complying with the wilh of the governor, at finding 
tny dear coflntryman plump as a partridge, and wilh a camplwclon ruddy as the moriu 
I was not able however to draw from him a fingle word of French ; and whetnl 
explained to him the nature of my vifit, he anfwered me coolly in Spanifit, that the 
alcalde might keep hisphyfic and phyficians to himfelf; as for his part he was in want 
neither of the one nor the other. 1 was much pleafed with having to render account 
to the governor of the fuccefs of my million ; he received rae.with Iefs*kindnefs thaa 
on the former occafion.; but this was merely to hide the trick, he laughing all the wh^e 
in hislleeve : he thought me his dupe this* however 1 ffankly forgave, on^ refle£lifig 
how much more fo he was mine. 

I afterwards went to his fecretary to beg him to change me forae gold, and this I per- 
ct'ivod had a good effeil; for in this, as in my dear country, gold is clofcly cherilhed, • 
and gives much confcquence to thofe who are its mailers. 

Soon as it was known 1 had gold, I was well enough dreft, and the fecretaiy reedved 
me in a manner no lefs courteous than the alcalde. I found him a man of fenfe, and 
who dilHnguillicd the value of lludy after the French manner: he enquired how 
academies we had ; and when 1 informedhim that, bolides five or fix in the capital, we 
had more than twenty in the provinces, be was w'rapt m allonilhment, and mute with 
wonder. Happy countryl he exclaimed ; thrice happy country ! He was in the right. 
In what other country do the arts, does fcience flourilh in the fame degree ? Where eife 
is truth and knowledge of every defeription fo fully placed within the reach of alii 
Vi bat refources does Paris furnilh as well to the inqiiifitive who merely Ikim the furface, 
as to the fludious who feek for perfeft acquaintance with truth ! Public and private • 
libraries, academies, focioties of amateurs in which literature is cultivated, mbdels, 
chefs d’ceuvres of every kind, thefe are all found in the capital of France, and found 
but there alone. Does one vvilli to ellimute the value of thefe ? Let us call our eyes over 
the neighbouring nations; thefe, though competitors, are obliged to yield us the palnai 
and however dilpofed to give their due to them on the fcore of their individual merits, 
a Frenchman placed in any of them fighs for his darling home. 

From the fecretary .1 went to the alquazil, who was to furnilh me with horfes ; .and 
not choofin|J to leave the fpot until I had feeii them, I font word to the direflor who had 
invjted me to dinb with him, not to wait. 1 had a trifle ferved up for me, which I fwal- 
lowed •with good appetite, but of which 1 Ihould have partaken with more zefl: in any 
(fher fituation ; the rcafon this : the alquazil chanced to be the jailor of the royal 
prifon, fo that 1 actually took my meal between two wickets, furi;oundcd by guards, ia 
a place whofe only decorations were bundles of keys, locks and chains ; a place where 
I ^eard inceffant moans and lamentations ; and where all the time I 'flayed, 1 was witnefe 
to the tears of a multitude of poor Indians, who had flocked hither to comfort a father 
or a friend. 

As foon as the horfes arrived, I nsaele all halle to the cuftoms houfe to load my effefls. 
The director reproached me, yet kindly, for not dining Vith him, and repeated his 
urgent entreaties, that 1 would call on -his lick friend : he is, added he, on your road 
at four leagues from here^ and his name Don Joachim Armoral de Caftilla : Great 
Ood,! .exclaiiDfid I, iMiat turn out of my way .for the Jake of a man who treated me 

with 
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vath fuch indignity ? Heaven forbid ! Upon th» I recounted the hundliatiag refu&l 
of this gentleman to fee me, and the reft of my advenrare at his hoiife. I however 
added, that, out of relped individually to the ^ire&or himfelf, I would yet confent to 
prefcribe for his complaint at Tecuacan, and w»t for him there, provided the dire£for 
would fend for him : but, as for ever fetting foot again on his threfliold, it was that 
to which I never could confent. The direflor was confounded^ and moltified, and 
m^e me a hundred excufes for the iick man, concluding with abandoning his caufe 
altogether; and perfifting from further perfuafion. Thus had I mv tuqi ; and without 
being a£tualiy a phyfician myfelf, phyfic was revenged for the llignt it had received in 
my perfon. At length 1 departed, efcorted by the guards Monging to the tobacco faro, 
as far as the ftfbuihs, cidier to do me honour, or, which is moft likely, to be fure I took 
the road to Vera Cruz. 

f now was happy as if I had efcaped from the galleys, and breathed with freedom ; 
but I alfo made fucfi ufe of my liberty, that I viras foon at a diftance, fpite of the 
extreme heat of the day, reaching Chapulco by four in the afternoon. The great 
'heat and extreme thirft induced me again to drink of the water from the river Tecu- 
acan, and my draught was followed by the fame eifeff which I had experienced before. 

I enjoyed this day a light perfectly new to me, and exceedingly Angular ; it was a 
mountain of fnow, fituate within the Torrid Zone. Oriffava, on my pafHng it this 
time,. was perfefUy free from clouds, and 1 had an unmolefted view of its mighty 
mafs, though from a diftance of ten leagues.' Its form feen from this fpot is tha* of 
a fugar-loa^ and appears but a •quarter of a league from Chapulco. It is inconceivable, 
notwithftandng the extreme warmth of the atraofphere wheve I was, what pleafure I 
received from the Aght of this frozen mounttun ; it feemed even to cool and revive 
me: my very mouth, as is faid, watered at feeing it, ’and I felt almoft perfuaded 1 
could have fwallowed the whole, if it were but within my grafp. 

1 prefented myfelf immediately before the alcalde, whofe houfe, according to cuftom, 
fronted the prifon. He caufed his people to go in fearch of horfes for me, and, as 
none were readily to be found, he was on the point of ordering men for tranfport 
of my luggage. Eight Indians, each laden with about two hundred weight, would 
have been equal to the talk, and have carried it for the fame price paid for beafts of 
burthen. The idea appeared to me Ihocking ; I intreated the alcalde therefore to have 
padence ; I would in Aid rather have halted a week than be wimefs of fo fad, fo 
humiliating a fpcdaclc, in my efteem, for any human being. At length aAcs 
were obtained for carrying my boxes, and for myfelf a horfe, 1 paid as 'euftomary, 
before hand, and ordcr^ all to be in readinefs to fet off next morning by three. 

After theic precautions, I took a «%lk in the village, where I enjoyed a coolnefs as 
pleafant as if in Europe. I entered the grounds of a worthy Indian : the garden waqi 
full of pear trees, and from thefe I gathered and ate about a dozen pears, fmaller 
than and not equally good with the roujfelet. In another garden I faw a fpecies of 
cherries called cappuHne^ the ftones of which I preferved : in a third, I was Ihewp 
Aik worms ; and the good folks were aftonilhed to And that thefe infers were known 
to me. After my walk, I returned to my inn, where I fupped off a meagre fowl ; and 
opening all my trunks to give air to the cochineals^ 1 laid down to reft ; but on what 
do you imagine ? A hundred Ames Aiall the reader guefs, and yet be wide of the 
truth ; it was on the old gate of a prifon. Thefe gates are made in the fame manner as 
the gratings to>:he hold of a Ibip : and fuch a gate or gratings was the only bedftead 
the cafa*re 4 ik could boaft. I might here be laid with reafon to fluttering about the 

16 . flame, 
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and was full of caufelefs appreiuaifion left I ftiould bum my wisgs ; the (hbu^t 
reminded me of the verfe of Marini. ^ 

Corn !a lufa, farfalP al ehiaro lume. 

Still, after chafing from their ufurped territory the gloomy* thoughts whidi haunted my 
brain, and oommitting i^felf to Providence, I funk into a Humber, and, bad as my bed, 
enjoyed refreihing reft. • 

I was wakened at the hour I appointed in the morning by the feverity oP the cold. 

I determined on walking for a time to keep myfelf warm, but as day>light appeared, 

1 beftrode my Rofinante to reft my legs. Oh, what a number of rare and curious 
plants did 1 again behold ! Sed mnes illa^rymabiks' urgentur Ibnga noCte. dlt the fummit 
of the mountain I met with the three litters of a Spaniard of fome rank. The two 
firft were occupied by women and children, the third byhimfelf alone : notwithftand* 
ing the extreme acclivity of the mounttun, he had afeended it in this maimer from the 
fide whence he came. 

This morning the mountain Orifiava, being again enveloped in clouds, was not ' 
vifible, 

I arrived at Aquulfingo at noon, and left it an hour afterwards, but at a flow rate. 

X was folicitous of not reaching Oriifava before night, not only that 1 might efcape 
fearch, but to avoid being confulted on thdr maladies by the guards ; however, what is 
pred^eftined inuft have its courfe. 

I reached the town as 1 intended at night : the guard>houfe on the right was Ihut up, 
and I hoped to pafs without any mifchance : but there u'as another on the left which 
I had not remarked. My ^orfe was ftopped by the bridle ; a new alarm, though now 
not fu lively as that 1 bad experienced at.Tecuacan. X had become better accuftomed 
to fuch events ; I halted, and began with my cuftomary peroration ; Gentlemen, I am 
a botanift, I have nothing but herbs, nothing which is contraband. I was now inter- 
rupted by thechief of the guard, who clafped me in his arms, and exclaimed. Ah, Senor ! 
and is it indeed you ! you have long been gone, where do you come from ? Angel 
fare from heaven 1 you it was who fnatched from the handte of death the chief of the 
other guard-houfe, for God’s lake deign to vifit my poor wife. It will readily be con- 
jectured from this accoft, that my boxes would need no fearching, but in turn I mull; 
neceftarily vifit the fick perfon. She was a young woman, reduced by that dreadful 
diforder which has been faid to derive its origin from America, to the very laft 
extremity ; this I did not conceal irom her huftiand and parents, at the fame time 
declaring what the malady was j for it is fo common in this coimiry, tliat the me ntion 
•of it* neycr gives offence. I ordered fome palliadVes, and promifed to return j after 
Tenoning in a manner which enchanted all who were prefent, I was led back tp my 
hdffe, pairing, no doubt, for a moft extraordinary perfonage. My vanity was not excited 
by this, for grief alone had poffellion of my faculties, as 1 refteCted on the dreadful 
effeCfs of this formidable malady. * 

The next day I thought only of my departure, but being detained, owing to the 
negligence of the alguazil, I had occafion to pals by a Ihop where I faw fome very 
handfome Afiatic tygers’ Ikins *, I purchafed four for houfings for horfes, which 1 
meant to fend to my father, and two fmall Ikins of tyger tats, fit for making muffs 
for women, which 1 intended for my filler \ but being injured by mites, I was obliged 
to fell both the one and the other, and was thus deprived of the pleafure of prdenting* 
to my dear parents thel^mtended tributes of my gratitude and afie^on. I fokl^them 
voL. xui. i at 



$42 Bij MSiffONVILLE*S TnAVELS TO OVAXACA. 

■V ■ 

j^t the rate of a, plafter a*pi^e at Port au Prince; and erne with another they coft me 
four reals. 

From OrilTava I proceeded to Villa de Cordova, which I reached hy noon, after 
having had ihy trunks exaijiined at the gate, but in a carelefs manner. I made a very 
indifferent dinner in a very indiflferent inn ; but I faw there a finguiar paihting ; it 
reprefented a Spanifh youth at dinner at that inn, and behintWiiin a ycung^negro, who, 
with a loaded piftol, was amufing himfelf in (hooting at a painting of Chrill fufpended 
from the wall: but wonderful to behold! from the wound, fo gBeat a quantity of 
blood iffued, as to fill a large tub. The whole of this happened in this very inn, at 
lead, if reliance could be placed on Jhe afleverations of my hoftefs, who affirmed it with 
the moft folemn oaths.' I did not take the trouble to contradift her, but coolly 
enquired what Ihe had done with fuch a large quantity of blood ? This flie could not 
aufwer. , * 

I left her for thp purpofc of hiring horfes, and was able to obtain them upon nd other 
condition than the promife of a pjaftre to the aiguazil of the diftrift: it was then fo 
late that I could not arrive at San Severe before the ojofe of day. ' At this plate I 
alighted at thegrours, where I had lodged before on coming ; my firit care was to urge 
him to procure horfes for me, as owing to the darknefs of the r.ight, I could have no 
chance myfelf of fuccefs, efpecially cenfidering the numerous windings of the pueblo, 
the.houfes of which are as it were buried in thickets. I promifed mine hoft, if he 
would procure me them, a couple of dollars;*- but the idle fcoundrcl would not budge an 
inch, though to earn before he retired to reft more money perhaps than he had gained 
in the whole preceding week. «. 

Nothing could exceed the ignorance, the folly, and the pride of this fellow and his 
brothers. They laughed cut like idiots at feeing me bring back nothing but plants, and 
at the fancy that for matters of fuch little value I Ihould have daily expofed myfelf to 
the rilk of perifliing of hunger and fatigue. 

I was in confequence obliged to go myfelf to the alcalde, groping my way through 
the bufties. The alcalde was'a negro whom I found in a fick (hue ; I entreated his 
wife to intereft herfelf in my behalf, and gave her fix reals, with promife of an 
additional remuneration in cafe of fuccefs ; but whether owing to pride or idlcnefs, when 
fome hours after 1 returned, the alcalde informed me there were no horfes to be had. I 
was in a violent rage, and fufpefted ftrongly that the idle fellow had not even given 
himfelf the trouble to enquire ; in order to convince myfelf therefore, I defired the 
woman to return me the fix reals I had given her, with which without Sny helitation 
flie complied. This; cundud 1 regarded as (hewing much good faith and delicacy. 
Good faith, inafmuch as it would not have been difficult for her to have maintained that 
Ihe had really endeavoured to get horfes ; and delicacy, feeing (he might think ihe 
had no right to keep a funi of money which had been given her for a purpofe Ihc had 
noteffeaed. 

At length I wasbbliged to return to my lame negro * : he confented readily to qike 
me to La Punta, but i wiihed to go as far as Calabaca: he fwore he would take me no 
farther than La Punta ; and for my part, 1 fw^e to myfelf in filence that, if I could 
not find horfes at that place, I would make him go on to Calabaca. 

We did not depart till day-break. The whole road in the gorge we traverfed from 
Oriffava to this place is marked by a cut, a hundred and fifty fathoms broad,, anciently 
inteHe^ed by fmall forts, redoubt^ and other ftrong buildings, the veftiges of which, 

* Thii itbtei to fame aoteeedeat|>a0’age in the narrative, which ia loA. 
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in iRafonry* ftill to be feen. This is one entrance into Mexico, yrhlch forau^|t% 
* was more frequented than is now the road which leads from Vera Cruz to Jalapps^ 
At the fquarc where, near thefe ancient redoubts, the guard>houfcs for tobacco are 
conftruSed, I was again vifited three ^imes in the courf^ of the morning, and was 
unmercifully obliged to open all my cafes ; but 1 have no caufe of complaint ; for to 
this rigoroustcondu^ it is, that I was indebted for the prefervation of the*major part 
of niy cochineals. ' • 

On this occa%n it was that I perceived a fpecies of moth, which having made itfelf 
a kind of neft of their cottony down, committed a dreadful ravage among my infeflx. 

I was Ihocked at the lofs I had fuilained, and halted to cleanfe my nopals from thefe 
murderers, an operation which coft me upwards of ^ hour. 

While thus occupied, one of the officers of the guard, who recognized the cochineal, 
advanced in a familiar manner, obferving I muft cert«unly*be fond of travelling, fince 
I could choofe to go fo far to obtain what might be had at Vera Cruz. 1 oSferved to 
him that the fpecies was not the fame, and that this alone was the only one proper to 
ufe in ungueuts for the gout. On his part, he infiiled on the contrary, and affiumed 
that with this matter he was much better acquainted than me: I on my part, was 
pbdinate, and maintained my opinion as long as I thought necelTary to encourage his 
mifconception as to my real objeds, and at la(t 1 gave up to him, promifmg to follow 
his advice ; there was, no doubt, abundant held for laughter in the folly and uqpu> 
dcnc^ of this ignorant chap; but 1 had fpeciat reafon for keeping my countenance, and 
merely ftored on the occahon this obfervation : that ignorance, Ally pride, and felf> 
conceit, are condant companions. 

1 arrived at La Punta about ten o’clock. The Spaniards and Indians, all in their 
holiday cfoaths, were docking hither fr9m every part of the country. It happened 
to be the fedival of the Holy Sacrament ; the mod folemn of all in Spain. Tbef 
were about to begin the proceffion in the fquare planted with plumeria, a fpecies of 
jeffamine, with dowers of a yellow, red, white, nay of almod all iliades of colours. 

I repaired thither, and found there had been a gallery of verdure condrudted by means 
of the leaves of plantains, through which the proceffion advanced. I made one in it, 
and afterwards went to breakhid with my former hodefs. 

At her houfe I found an Indian alcalde, whom 1 recognized by his black daff, the 
didinguiihing mark of his office. I begged of hir^ to obtain borfes for me, but not* 
withdanding the mod diligent fearch, there were none to be had. Why, faid he, do' 
not the fame borfes take you forward to Calabaca ? Why did not the alcalde of San 
Severo, give fuch orders to the negro who brought you hither I had no time to 
anfWer ;,a fcore of Indian voices remarked, ob 'i /u*nacion : Their infinuatipn was, tha| 
the alcalde himfelf being a negro, favoured thole of his, own coimtry. After this, I 
was enabled to obtain a bearing. I reprefented that though 1 had offered l\x reals 
to the alcalde of Sau Severo, as an indiKement for him to procure horfes for me as far 
as Calabaca, neither my money nor my entreaties were of any avaiL At thefe words 
my Indian knits his brow, fends for the topith, and commands him to carry me forward 
to Calabaca. The people applaud thie determination, delighted at . feeing a negro 
punifhed. The black however docs not fo foon acknowledge defeat ; he afTeits.jthat 
the alcalde has no jurifdidion over any but the inhabimms of his own difliri^, md 
that, for his part, belonging to another, ne was by no means under his contrpul. The 
countenance of the alcalde at this, afforded an admirable fight; his bpks denoted, 
paffion, and could his eyes have darted lightning, they would tuve ftruck the negro 

• 5 p a 10 
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IHP the earth. Come with me Senor, faid taking me by the hand, we (hall Tei 
this fcoundrel fee (this picaro) whether or no nw orders go for oug^t, while he is in 
my jurifdidion. He then led me to the houfe of the lieutenant of the alcalde-mayor, 
whither he ordered the n^^ro to follow, an^ was accompanied by all the crowd. 
While the jitcalde was ma^g his report, I drew <the reCtor afide, and after making 
him my friend, by propoiing to him to give me change for Ibme gold, •©£ which he 
appeared to me very covetous, I entreated him to intereil himfelf in the matter : this 
he promifed me, and drawing the lieutenant on one fide, he pointed nut to him, with 
much energy, that the ordonnances of the King of Spain are precife, in direffing 
officers to render affiftance and fervice to all travellers, and that there are no injunftion:;. 
which ought to be more 'rigidly enforced. This remonftrance had the defired effeft ; 
the lieutenant enquired how many horfes 1 wanted, whither I was going, and what I 
offered? ,I faw the bent of thefe very judicious queftions, and that my anfwer would 
ll)ortly occafion a decifion. I therefore ftated, that I wanted five horfes for Calabaca, 
feven leagues diilant, and that I was willing to pay nine piafters. My offer appeared 
' fo handfomc, that it excited a general burff: of admiration. The audience raifed their 
hands to heaven, looked at each other, and finilhed by murmuring at the obftinacy of 
the negro, who ftill made objeftion to going farther. The alcalde, however, threat- 
ening to caff: him into prifon, and caufe me t& be forwarded by another topith, he at 
length agreed, and withdrew, purfued by the bootings and hiffes of the Indians. 
1'his, however, was not all ; the lieutenant caufed him to be brought back, and rc- 
quefted me, in his prefence, i£ any injury or ill conduct was fhewn towards me on the 
road, to advife him of it immediately. The recommendation was applauded, and 
drew forth frefli bootings of theinfolent topith. This feene convinced me of the truth 
of what I had read in the work of the Abbe Raynal, refpefting the jealoufy and 
animofity fubfiffing between the Indians and negroes in this country. 

1 departed from La Punta at two in the afternoon, and had to trayel feven tedious 
leagues by a very bad road. The unfortunate negro, defirous of Ihortening the way, 
lengthened our journey Hill one league more, for after reaching a ford, in a river 
which empties itfelf into the Rio de la Punta, he found it impaflable, and we were 
confequently obliged to return. Above the jun^ion of the two rivers, I again noticed 
the frightful paifage over the wretched bridge, and the tremendous foife in the rock 
through which this deep and rapid, river glides, foaming in many a curve. .After 
croffing this bridge, we proceeded at full gallop over the favannahs of the plain on 
which wc entered. I had fome words with the negro ; but as I aifumed a\:ommanding 
tone, he was foon calm, and in fpite of all the torrent beds (arroyas), we reached 
Monte Calabaca by eight o’clock in the evening. . 

I loll a milled quadruple frem my purfe on this ffage ; it had, no doubt, got out 
of my purfe into the waiftcoat pocket, and thence through fome opening had fallen on 
the plain of fand we had now entered upon. I Regretted it, as it was loff: to every 
body. Alas I faid *1 to myfelf, were it not far better I had given it to the bcautfful 
Indian of Oriffava, or rather, to the kind and worthy family I had fecn at Aqoulfingo. 
ia At the village of Calabaca 1 again beheld my old fox of a hoff:, much affoniffied at 
not?g me, whom he had obferved going on foot, return on horif^back, and with fuch 

yVe I aiked for horfes, 'which at ffrft he told me it was impoffible to procure, that 
Oriffava re none, that none were at hand. He ufed many other contradi^pry and 
iiiteffe£leuutoufes for not fupplying me. The end of all this I faw plainly was only 
' at length 1 obtained what I wanted ; though for fix horfes to Vera <^rux, 
* Th». j a diftanp 
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R diftance o£ eighteen leagues^ he exaded no lefs than twenty dollars, 
indeed were excdlent. 


The h(^|^ 


Before I left the place I call a glance about me. The whole landfcape was changed 
in the interval of a fortnight. The rai/ls that had hillen, in lieu of barrennefs and per- 
fe£b nudity, had occafioned the difplay of the moft charming and lively verdure. The 
whole green carpet befipre me, and every fhrub, were enamelled with ffowers, while 
innumerable birds gave, by their plealing notes, a charming animation to nature. » I 
here purchafed a nefi; of fix beautiful green parroquets, with blue wings,* no larger 
than fparrows. I brought them in fafety to Vera Cruz, in a calabalh fufpended 
from my faddle, but they perifhed at fea. 

We travelled the firft ftage at a brilk rate, and reached the; miferable rancho of the 
old and ugly negrefs, at which I had baited on leaving Vera Cruz. Fatigued, har- 
rafied, and half-dying with hunger, I entreated of her four eggs that 1 faw; butdhc 
would fpare me only two. She had brandy, but no wine, lb that I made myfelf a kind 
of lemonade. This was all 1 could get for my forry dinner.. 

As an additional vexation, 1 was fubje£ted to a thoufand ridiculous qucllions from- 
this talkative and itnpertinent woman, and to raillery fuch as were admifiibic only from 
an equal. I was nearly out of patience with her, but rightly reckoned that contempt 
was the only return due from me to fuch a creature. 

1 took much pains, in courfe of my long excurfion, in examining the chara^er of 
the Africans and Americans, and marked dillindtions highly favourable to the latter, 
notwithftandliig their nearly fimilar condition in life under the dominion of Spain. 

The African conftantly appeared to me to be proud, paflionate, vindidlive, and 
efTeminate, bafe, and intolerably idle. The Mexican, on the contrary, is phlegmatic, 
mild, ahd fubmifllve, faithful nnd laborious. His humility is in no rcfpedl allied to 
meanncls. The negro is humble from fear alone, the Indian from refiedlion, and 
oftentimes from attachment, for he is truly as partial to Spaniards as abhorrent of. 
negroes. With the former he frequently intermarries, but never with the latter. 
The negroes are fpics over the condudt of the Indians, and in their charges are almofi: 
always calumniators, either with a wifli of flattering their mailers, or from jealoufy of 
their fcllow-fcrvants : fimilar to thofe dogs which guard the weak and timid flock, 
they avenge thcmfelves for the fufferings they endure from their maflcr on thofe fub- 
jedt to their vengeance, and frequently tear them to pieces. 

The Americans have that natural benignity of foul which makes them prepofieffing in 
their manners, and hofpitable to every one. I mot on my way with a thoufand Indians : 
their falutc was made when yet at a diflance : their gratulatipn always uttered un- 
affcd^edly, at the vei'y inllant of our meeting ; and how thankful ought I not to bq for 
the conftantly kind recepdon I experienced from tb^m. For the negroes, fcarcely 
would they deign to bow on my palling ; and at the laft place that I halted at, and 
elfewhere, how did 1 prove their want of complaifance, to travellers. The firfl in fol- 
lowing their employments, ftray ten and even fifteen leagues from their hamlets, and 
Carry enormous loads ; but never did 1 meet a fingle negro on foot, or carrying tlie 
lighted burthen. 

The dream of certain authors that the liberty of America will be the inftitution of a 
negro, is furcly chimerical. Liberty is indeed a blefling, by whatever hand bellowed ; 
but, that an African, a voluntary Have, a man of the mod depraved nature, the feoff 
even of his equals, and thrown like the foam of the fjba on the fhore8.of America^-— 
that fuch a vile, wicked, and cowardly people, Ihould appreciate judly the, value of 
• liberty. 
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liberty, and fo far lofe their known illiberality as to fliare its benefits with their 
mailers, is what' cannot be expeded. No ; Ihould a revolution happen, I can hr 
more readily believe it will proceed from a people, mild indeed, but endowed with 
< fenfe ; a people who Hill occupy the foil on which their ancellors lived free, 
whollill hold this tradition, ^nd whofe temper, foured at lall by the indignities to 
which they are fubjefl, may break their yoke .in pieces, and dildain their forced 
fu^efrion. The negro by no means polTeffes that energy of'mind, nor tKat love for 
his country, which are the origin of great enterprizes ; his heart, eflentially corrupt, 
and dallardized by interell and debauchery, is incapable Of fublime feeling, as his foul 
of grand conceptions. True bravery exius only in the worthy foul ; and who can 
boaft a more noble foul, one confequently fufceptible of real courage, than the inha» 
bitant of Amenca ; fo little yet removed from the prilline ftate of nature ? Let then 
the Indian unfold the banners .of freedom. This profpeft moll delights me. This is 
my view of 'futurity. 

After thefe reflections, fuggefted to me by circumftances, I reverted to thofe which 
more immediately affeCted myfcif. I had ample room for congratulating myfeJf at 
having reached the laft day of a journey fo intcrefting, and at feeing it thus crowned 
with the nioft complete fuccefs, defpite of two viceroys, fix governors, thirty alcaldes, 
and twelve hundred cuftoms-guards } ftill, in midlt of my felf-gratulation, two 
gnawing worms interrupted the perfeCtnefs of my happinefs, and conftanily tormented 
me ; tn the firft place, I was not yet clear of the perquifitions of the governor of 
Vera Cruz,' and I dreaded his reproaches, if ‘he Ihould come to the knowledge that, 
in fpite of his orders, I had cjfceeded the limits of the jurifdiClion of the city he 
governed. I was prccifely in the condition of the truant, wher fneaks into his father’s 
houfe after a holiday he has been making, while his parents thought him at fchool. 

On the other hand, whatever reliance I placed on Spanilh dilatormefs, I trembled left 
I Ihould net arrive before the departure of the two fliips deftined for the Havannah, in 
the forward part of June, and by which I reckoned upon returning. That 1 might fo 
' do, had been the motive for my haftening my departure from Guaxaca, and making 
fuch fpeed on my way ; and on this head I had verily no occafion to rq^roach myfelf, 
for I bad ufed the utnioft diligence. 

By lour in the evening we arrived at Rio de Jamapa. Though this river was greatly 
fwollen, wc were affured it was palTabic. The Indian, my guide, went before ; in a 
little time the water was up to our faddle-bows. Moll luckily, 1 had cunftantly had 
my boxes packed very high, but for which all my treafures had bum loft; for us 
ourfelvcs the rilk we Tan was imminent. This was no longer the broad an*d tranquil 
ftream but three feet deep which I had pafled before in a boat, but- a rapid river., 
whofb impetuous current bore every thing before it, and which was more tharf fix 
hundred yards over ; befides th^ oblique line which its rapidity forced us to take, we 
were moreover obliged to make an angle, in order to ford it, and reach the proper 
place of landing. 1 found all my exertion requifitc in keeping myfelf fteady on my 
horfe, which trembled with dread beneath me, and all my courage not to be intiini*, 
dated at the fight of our danger, 1 found it utterly impofiible to look at the current 
without being dizzy, fo muen fo, indeed, as almoft to lofe my f»L Our borfes, 
feeling their way at every, ftep,, were twenty minutes in relieving us from the frightful 
fears wc endured throughout this dangerous paflage. It was certainly the moll perilous 
fituation I ever was placed in inmy life, and were a million oflfered, I would not 'have 
veU'.ared to rettirn to the other fide. ' On landing, 1 was pale ajid fiiint, and needed a 
* draught. 
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draught of bAndy to bring me to mylelf. Three hundred paces from’where we landed 
we faw a rabin at which we fliould have made , the Ihore but for the depth and ex- 
treme rapidity of the flood. .« 

Night overtook us at two leagues from Vera Cruz. It was unfortuaaite for us not to 
be able to reach that city, but to attempt it would be running the rifle of lofmg our- 
felves in a’country whertj the tracks made in the fand one day are effaced by the win^s 
on the next; moreover, ourhorfes were jexctieingly tired j and after all we ihould have 
found the gates of the city fhut. 

We were therefore forced to flop, and halted for the night by the fide of a caravan, 
confiftingof three hundred mules. I had before met with iVnilar caravans', and atflrfi 
conceived, as may be gathered from my narrative, a very high dpinion of the population 
and commerce of the country ; but I have fince, on weighing thefe circumftances more 
maturely, been convinced of the contrary, and that, compared with the conftimption and 
co/mmerce of the whole of Mexico, the nutuber of mules is far from»great. During my 
ft'ay at Vera Cruz, I faw more than ten thoufand mules loaded there ; but then . 
It mud be confidered that the exportation and import of a country four times as large, 
though not a twentieth part fo populous as France, is all carried on at this one port : 
that thefe animals convey the produce of the whole of the north of Mexico, Vera Cruz, 
Guaxaca, and Guatimala, a gorge between the mountains of more than five hundred 
leagues iu length ; and that the rctufns brought by them are either of great bulk, or 
very heavy, for example, wine, oil, iro'n, &c. ; nor is this all, though the common 
load of the Mexican mules is from five to fix hundred weight, it is not the lefs true that 
thirty, or even forty of them, on account of the neceffity of relays for fhifting the loads, 
fcarcoly* carry as much as one of our broad-wheel waggons, fuch as are ufed between 
Nantz and Stralburg, and which carry <welve thoufand weight; after this computa- 
tion, fix of fuch waggons in reality effed as much as two hundred mules, though they 
make a far lefs confpicuous appearance : to thefe confiderations, let tlicre be added 
that thefe numerous caravans are only feen every other year when the galeons are oflF 
thccoaft, and then we Ihall be enabled to appreciate at their juft value this pompous 
and iinpofmg display of mules and muleteers. 

\Vc hoped to meet with fome fupply of food from thefe muleteers, for we were 
utterly deftitute of provifion, having reckoned for certain on reaching Vera Cruz. 1 
thereh're entreated them to fell me fome of their thin cakes of maize, but this they 
flatly refilled ; however, a few moments after, they brought me a difli of beans, and 
fome maiz?, prepared in a manner I had never feen before : they take the fineft part of 
thf! flour of this grain, after fifiing it, which is formed into a puff pafte, and they after- 
ward? bake it in the fame manner as bifeuit. They thus make chippings of white 
bread, which arc eaten in pieces, and are really both Very good and wholeforae, but 
require long maftication, as they are very dry and hard. The prefentof the muleteers 
I fliared with my topith. 

, I opened all my cafes, in the fame manner I had doM the day before, to give air to 
my cochineals. After this I 'was anxious for reft ; but in vain did the cool of night 
combine with fiitiguc to clofe my eyelids, a cloud of gnats hovering conftantly about 
prevented the gentle influencie of the poppies of Morpheus. How vexatious, how 
tormcntingly vexatious the ftruggle between exhaufted nature and the continual buz 
of myriads of winged adders, now alarmed with their hum, and as often with a fting : 
a fting, the pain of which, of long duration, and fevete, ceafes only t& be fucceedbd 
by a terrible itching, which nothing alleviates, and which is only the more chcreafed 
by fcratching, till bathed in blood ; fcratches, indeed, are often followed by dapger- 

s ous 
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ous ulcers. Ever fummoned and ftill ever driven away, my dlfturbed lumbers were 
to me a real torture, and at the clofe of night, I found myfelf ftill more weary than if 
1 had pafTed a whole week in the moil exHaui^ng labour. 

At length I faw on the horizon the brilliant liar of the ihip Argos, and concluding 
thence it wag two o*clock, we departed. 

We arrived at Vera Cruz, at the gate of Oriflava, before day>break. * I was in a 
condition fo*little fit to be feen, that I thought it bell to go and change my drefs be- 
fore I enfered the city. Leaving, therefore, the Indian to take care of my trunks, I 
fcalcd the walls, entered my lodgings, where 1 found every thing as I had left it ; drefied 
myfelf in a decent manner, and repaired to the gate of Oriifava, which was then open- 
ing. I was^ little furpriled and fomewhat terrified at not finding there my horfes ; 
but I learnt mat, there bring no officers at that gate, they had been taken to that of 
Mexico. .1 ran through the fown thither, and reached it at the inftant of their making 
their approach. TJie guards wiihed to iriid me to the cuiloms houfe, which did not 
open before eight o’clock : I inllantly felt all the inconvenience confequent on tra- 
' verfing the city, and expofing my prize to the looks of every one, and ihuddered at 
the thought : 1 therefore faw no better expedient of difembarraffing myfelf than 
tickling the natural vanity of the Spaniards. What, faid I to the chief clerk, do you 
then fo foon forget the French phyfician ? and is it poffible you could wilh to make 
him kick his heels in attendance like a footman, for the fpace of four hours ? fiefides, 
are you fuch novices ? Cannot you yourfelves make the requifite examination ? You 
cannot be fuch geefe but know your bufinefs, and how to a£t without advice. Do but 
look, what I bring is nothing but herbs, nothing but botanical collefUons ; and as I 
fpoke, I opened my boxes. They were not difpofed to take the trouble of examining 
more than two, and the only things to which jny good* folks took exception were the 
ilicks which fupported my nopals : they fancied thefe mull needs be fomc precious 
wood, and enquired its name of me. I found it no difficult matter to invent one, and 
1 obtained my difmiffion. Vay ujled con Dios., Pafs in God’s name, was all they faid. 
I did not require twice bidding, but foon reached my own home. 

There was nobody yet up in the houfe, not a foul ftirring in the ftreet, and every 
thing was placed fecure in my apartment without a fingle perfon obfca’ving me- 

1 had now attained my wilhes, and my fatisfadion was extreme ; my expedition was 
complete, and in the fliort fpace of twenty days, the half of one of which had been 
ufelefsly Ipent. 1 had alfo ftopped two days at Guaxaca ; fo that I had travelled in 
fixteen days I bad journeyed two hundred and forty leagues, of which foriy on foot, 
,over roads fo bad as often to be almofi inipafikble, under a burning fub, in a wretchpd 
country, without refources, and among people of whofe language 1 was ignorant^ in a 
country, inffiort, where 1 was dellituteof a protector, or any connexions, and where 
every public officer from his Aation ought to be inimical to me ; to have effeXed, 
under fuch drcumftauces, fo long and drefome a journey, without illnefs, and without 
accident, was a matter fo extraordmary, ^ lucky, that 1 fcarcely was able to perfuat^ 
myfelf of its reality. 

In order to fecure my felicity, and more fully enjoy my thoughts, I refolved on (hut- 
ting myfelf up, and not going out the whole of the day. 

jMter breakfafl 1 fent out for fome mould, in which to plant my nopals, which I had 
taken out of the cafes, and expofed to the air. 1 found they had fuflained fome trivial 
injury from rukbing, but this was inccmfequential ; and all confidered, I had no room 
to complain. 1 put the nopals into my bed-room, the moft retired of my apartments ; 
as liur the vaxulla and other plants, they were oftentatiouHy expofed in the hall, ia 
* order 
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order to attraft the attention of thofe individuals, from whom I muft necc0ki:ily re« 
ceive vifits. 

However great my ladsf^on (and w|ien is it ever perfefl ?) I could not difguife from 
myfeif the reverfe of the pi^re; My return by fea to St.,Domingo was adventurou s, 
but my chief embarraflment was how to . gei my treafure on board at Vera in 

cmfpchu omnium^ m the &ce of all Ifrael ; and then the fecond gauntlet 1 hau to run 
at the Havannah, where I prefumed I fliould have to touch ; for to hov^ manv aoc*i'^ 
dents and inconveniences mufl: 1 not be fubjed, if in the crowd ofinquifuive fpi:datorsI 
mud encounter, there Ihould happen to be but one of them malevolent ? 

I was moreover anxioufly difquieted about the qieans of fixing my plants on board 
(hip in fuch manner that they might be lead liable to harm*} however, ^ter fo 'rvung 
one general plan, I afterwards made a point to difmlfs the care of particu^r:> dll ti;u.o 
fhoold require their adoption. * ' . * 

Following this rule, the fird thing which claimed attention was ray paffage. Befora' 
my departure,! had been prefented to the Marquis of Haridon, then two mouths at Vera 
Cruz, who had arrived with a cargo of wines, and who, on going to the Havannah, * 
was anxious to have a Frenchman for his companion : he had accepted of me, and we 
had agreed to treat for my padage in three wedts from the time of our converfation* 

I arrived in good time therefore, and propofed vifidng him that very evening, for the 
purpofe of learning what day he meant to fail : at diifk therefore 1 went out, calling 
firlh on my friends the engineers, who I knew would not be at home, in order to gather 
from the fervants how the land laid. Thefe good folks were delighted to fee me ; and 
by their attentions, I reafcyiabiy judged that no change ha^ taken place in their maders 
with refpeft to me. They informed me, that I was dill conjeftured to be at La Mede- 
lina, employed in botanizing and enjoying the baths. 1 next viflted the general of the 
fleet, under like certainty of not meeting with him } my furprizc, on this occafion, was 
of the mod pleating kind, when I was informed by his major>domo, that Don Antonio 
Uloa was at Mexico. This incident was the more favourable, owing to the condant 
vitits I received from this inquititive gentleman, who would have examined every thing, 
and infallibly have difeovered what I wifhed to conceal. I have had confirmation of 
my being fuppofed at La Medelina. It was indeed known that I had brought back 
cafes with me full of plants; but if nothing further was fufpeded, of what concern 
to me was this ? 

I returned home to fupper, therefore, perfedly tranquillized. I had here my 
mattreffes, pillow, and white Iheets, which I found the more delightful from having 
lonji; been ill<ac<fudomed to a good lodging and comfortable repofe. There is, in 
truth,*nothing like privations to teach one the real value of comfort. • 

The next morning, after a refrefhing night’s red, 1 rofe, and was drefling myfeif to 
call on Mr. Haritibn, when Mr. Ferfen entered. So, fo, my little libertine, faid he 
to me, you have not been all this time at Medelina, of that I may fafely wager i 
Cpnfefs now, faid he fmiling, that 1 am not ^ong in my conjedUres. I wifhed fird 
to learn if the governor had mentioned me, a^ was informed that, in anfwcr to inter- 
rogations twice made at his table, he had been told that I was dill at Medelina : upon 
hearing this, I made him partially acquainted with my journey, telling liim that in my 
excurfions I had been infenfibly attraded by my curiofity as far as the volcanq of 
Oritiava ; he was all adonifhment at my having been able to go fo far in the time, wd 
foliciteda detail of my expedition. 1 found it no difficult matter, to vamp up<a 
dory with little embelUfhments, ,and fuited to the fpots 1 had feen, but of which 1 
pfae'ed the feene between Vera Cruz and Oiiflava. I afterwards (hewed him, with an 

VOL. XIII. 5 Q . * 
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air of iriumphj-all my plants. , Why what the deuce will you da with alhthefe ? fattd hr 
jeeringly. I let him enjoy his laugh ; but I had my turn, for he, having entered my 
bed-roojn, faw my nopals there, and no morj^ for knowing nothing of the cochineal 
infeft, he paid them no artantion ; I therefore laughed in my fleeve. . Confefs, however, 
added he, that you have had the fight of a moll beautiful country. Yes, retorted I, 
and alfo a moll wretched one. With this he agreed ; and on«my noticing with aftonilhr 
Aient the Icarcity of cultivation and inhabitants I had remarked, he enhanced my 
wonder exceedingly by informing me that from Panama, on the fouth-weft, to 
California and Sonora, on the north-weft, and from Carthagena to the Miffiflipi, em- 
bracing a furfacc of two millions of»fquare leagues, the enumeration of the inhabitants 
does not ctft’etl'a miHictn, including not only all the Spaniards, but likewife Indians, 
mixed bre*s, (jiudis') and negroes. 

* M. de Ferfen likewife informed me, that M. de MariflTon would not fail for a month 
to come, when he, left me, inviting me to dine with him : I promifed him I would j 
but In the interval I wi/lied to find out a carpenter, to order different cales for my 
plants, and concei-t with him on the heft mode of conftru€ling them with fecurity to 
bear the rolling of the Ihip. Having planned all this, I ordered fixtccu boxes of 
twenty inches long, ten broad, and fix deep, for each of which I was to give him two 
reals. I likewife wanted two large chefts to hold them, but for thefe he afleed me 
ninety-five livres of the money of our iflands, for each^ The grofsnefs of the fum 
difpleafed me, and I thought no farther on* the matter, till, in croffing the market,! 
faw in a carrier’s Ihop, two ^arge trunks, which ferved him for locking up his goods 
at night ; thefe I purchafojj for eight dollars a-piece, and ^ found them larger than 
thofe I had intended, made of good alh plank, well bound widi iron, and ^ith good 
locks. . • 

One effential matter thus complete, I began to think of my departure. I went to 
my cook’s, and learnt there with inexprclllble delight, that 1). was about to fail that 
very week for Guarico : (thus the Spaniards deitominate Cape Francois). All that 
was wanting now was to agree w’ith the captain ; but this was what gave me foaie un- 
eafinefs, on account of the poflibility of Ibme inveteracy be might entertain againft 
me, upon the following occafion : at the hotel of Mexico, I had been a near neigh- 
Iwur of his, and he had oftentimes intruded upon me at thole moments which were 
the only ones 1 could dedicate to ftudy ; but what even more’than this had made nve 
averfe from him was his common practice of fpeaking on religion and politics, of de- 
claiming againft the fanariciftn of his countrymen, and extolling to the fkies Voltaire 
and other authors, who have the moft freely written on thefe fobjdfts. This at ^ the 
firft only made me look on him as an eccentric character ; but it afterwards originated 
a fufpicion of his being a fpy, who only meant to pump my fentiments : on this I cut 
him quite fliort, by oblerving that it by no means fuited his ftation to meddle with 
affairs which naturally pertained to the civil and eccicfiaftical powers, to whofe impe- 
rative decifions and*fiJperior intelligence it were better he ihould fubmit. 

I was fearful left when I needed him he might retain refentment at my haftinefs. 
1 was at the time unacquainted with the circummnee of his being on intimate terms 
with the lady of the late intendant, and that file had infpired him with that good-wili 
towards me which I had fo conftantly experienced in herfelf : of the good effedl of this 
I md foon the mod ample proof. 

* On my very firft enqutt^ if'he would take |he as a paffenger on board his veffel, he 
anfweEed, without the lean hefitation^ that be would .with the greateft pleafure ; and 
when, on my agreeing to accompany him, whatever courfe he might fleer, I enquired 
* 3 what 
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^ 'wfaat I fhould pay him for my pafiage ? Nothing, fir, was his reply* He afterwards 
’ afted me, if I was aware of his adiual defiination ? and on my informing*him of my. fut 
picion of its being to Cape Francois, he acknowledged it was, and on this head enjoined 
fecrccy ; this I folemnly vowed, and agaSi adverted to the price for my pafiage ; but 
he would liften to nothing on this head, and leaving me, begged me to have every 
thing ready by the next ’^ednefday. His liberal demeanor affeded me ; ^et, ftill not 
having altogether difinifiTed the prepoflfelfion againfl: him which had haunted»*ray mind« 
I feared left the circumftance of his giving me a free pafiage might engage him to treat 
me, or what was more confequent with me, my plants, with lefs attention : in order 
therefore to come to a clearer underftanding, and conclude our agreement, I conduded 
him to the ice-houfe, where I propofed to treat him with cirraqis, but thif he would 
not fufler ; in fliort, all I could obtain from him was that I fhould have dHowance to 
put on board feme rcfrelhments ; in conrequence, I (hipped in his veflfel fixty bottles 
of wine, fifty fowls. See. &c. ; and as early as <Tucfday embarked all my efieds, my 
nopals only excepted. 

While this was pafilng, my fnull cafes were in hand : when completed, I found that 
eight ut them readily entered, but exadly filled each of my large chefiis. I afterwards 
planted in each cafe four large plants of the nopal, covered with living cochineal, be* 
fides twenty leaves or articulations of nopal, jufl taking root, which would form fo 
many plants, without reckoning fixteen large ones, part of which had begun to root ; in 
all nearly three hundred plants ; with thefe 1 mingled a number of other plants of wild 
cadus, from Vera Cruz } upon which, on my return from Guaxaca, I had feen and 
recognized the fylveller cochineal, without fufiering myfelf to be deceived, as I had 
been before by the caterpillar of the defirudive moth, which Don Uloa miftook for 
the cochineal infed itfclf. As for the pijpnts of vanilla, I placed them, divided into 
pieces two or three feet long, in a dozen calks and cafes, but fo intermingled with 
twenty other kinds of plants, that none but a botanifi could have diftingui/hed the 
valuable ones from thofe which were not. I watered all my plants to complete fatu* 
ration, in order that they might want no water for fome time to come on board, and 
all being ready, 1 waited only the infiant for failing, the moments to which period were 
as tedious to me, and counted with as much impatience, as the intervening time which 
divides an expeding lover from the roiftrefs on whom he doats. 

I fpent the interval of my flay in bidding adieu to all my acquaintance, but efpeclally 
Senora de Boutillos, wiio was returned from the country, for the celebration of the 
nuptials of her daughter and the general of the fieet. She, as well as her daughters, 
tendered their ferviccs in the moft obliging manner, and even teftified regret at ray 
dep'arture. In return, I wifhed them happinefs, and the profperity of their ramily ; nor 
ever were wifhes more fincere. , 

Mefirs. Duparquet and M. Ferfen were not forgotten ; 1 in like manner wilhed them 
every biefiing of life. They pitied me much for having gathered fo little fruit from 
my expedition ; 1 thanked them for their commilbratlon, but wasAOt fo candid ^ to 
undeceive them. 


What was moft irkfome to me was taking leave Oi the governor. I however pre- 
fented myfelf before him, for the purpofe of advifing him of ray departure} intelli- 
gence which occafiqned him as much plealure as i pretended regret, on announcing 
it to hipi. He at tlic lame time enjoined me to acquaint hiip. what hoar 1 w'ent on 
board, in order that he might be prefent at the entrance pf the port, to ^akc a depofi* 
cion on the occafion, in company with his fccretary. This 1 prontifed, but with fettled 
* 5 S a rcfoluiion 
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relblation to tiv contrary, fo abfurd did |uch forms arocar to me, and fo hmntihting 
formyfeif! At botbm, bowev^, it was is fubjj^d lor langhterj his prefence un« 
doubtedly was for the purpofe of afcertainia^‘^th3d 1 4}ore off nothing with 'me, and 
already were all my effefls^on board. 

I was folicitous of bearing away with me the letter of the viceroy of Mexico •. 'rhis 
was a curious piece, and had 1 obtained it, I fhould have fufpended it from my nopals 
is a trophy. The governor had indeed i)romifed to give it me ; but, leaving him time 
for rcde&ion, he perhaps conlidered that it would not much redound to the honour of 
his fuperior, and in confequence flatly refufed it ; on my lafl; audience, I inflflcd upon 
it. You are very bold, faid he aqgrily j but did you offer me a hundred thouland 
crowns, youdhould not Have it. His pretended anger had no effeft on me ; 1 told him 
therefore, that it was requifite for me that 1 fhould poffefs the means of fatisfying my 
patron th^t 1 had not been at liberty to follow up my botanical refearches in the king* 
dom of Mexico ftill however he remained obftinate ; he even went fo hir as to add 
that he would not give me the letter, though my patron were the King of France him- 
felf ! The King of France, faid 1, in a modeff manner but flill with firranefs, is as 
much the protestor of his meanefl: fubjed:s as the King of Spain can poflibly be of 
his, however elevated. When a criminal is banilhed, he receives the minutes of his 
trial ; and lhall I, who am free from crime, be treated lefs favourably ? My boldnefs 
pleafed him ; he ^d not indeed give up the objed itfelf which 1 folicited, but he be- 
came calmer, and confented to notice in my paffport the order of the viceroy. • 

He moreover withheld from me the paffport for Vera Cruz, given me by the Marquis 
de la Tour, at the Havannah } and 1 even fufpe£fed that thjs was done fur the purpofe 
of making it the bafe of a charge againfl: that excellent man, which occa^oned me 
great uneafinefs. ^ ^ 

As for the letter of the viceroy, I, in good truth, cared little about it ; at the fame 
time it gave me pleafure to have the governor fluicy, as well as the red, that 1 left 
the country much vexed at not having penetrated the interior ; as fuel) an opinion 
tended to remove any fufpicion which might be entertained of the value of what 1 
bore away. 

On my return to my lodgings, I wrote a letter to Don Antonio Uloa, at Mexico ; 
it was in a complaining ftyle. 1 obferved, with refped to the refufal of the viceroy, 
affe£Bng a liberality, or rather, a fort of rhodomontade, that however vexed I might 
feci on the occalion, 1 fliould never place this circumftance, or any exertion of mine, in 
the way of thofc Spaniards who might come to France for the ftudy of«the arts and 
Sciences ; but, on the contrary, if it relied with me, they Ihould experience even 
more indulgence than they had before been wont to enjoy, were it only to Ihew th^ a 
>J'rcnchman has too lofty a fpirit to attend to trivial injuries 

After this I fettled all my bills : in order to difeh^e the whole of my debts, I 
found myfelf obliged not only to difpofc of every ard(|» of furniture 1 had bought at 
Vera Cruz, fuch as my bed, chairs, tables, &c. bm^lfo of my watch and ring, after 
which, and all paid, 1 found rayfelf with only two'^gourds (dollars) remaining, a lum 
which I reckoned would about cover the charges for goings on board. Had 1 fought 
it, there is no doubt the purfe of fome one or other of my friends at Vera Cruz, 

* Xt will be rectilleded, our author addreiled letters to the viceroy for permiOioo to travel in that 
hingd^ *. the fnfwer, at is ftated, was unfavourable; ai^ the fubftance of the letter is given in the early 
paitdflbeaamtive. Taaut. 

wobld 
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w^ld hnve been open to nie, but I thought fuch a proc^tii^ beneath iiie» and 
adapted to create fufpicion of my individhal chara^er, and that even of the nation, 
itfelf to which I belonged ; I therefore preferred depriving inyfelf of evmy thingi 
and thus avoided a poffible obloquy* • 

I had 3 ^et a few days to (lay, which 1 fpent in vifitihg and walking! about : a fin* 
gular procelIion> to which the delay of my departure enabled me to be a witnef^ on 
the oftave of Corpus Chrifti Day, was of too curious a defeription to admit or my 
pading it over in filence. 

At the head of this procefllon were feen fix gigantic figures, in pafteboard, twenty 
feet high, reprefenting a male and female Indian, a negr 9 and negrefs, and a Spanim 
man and woman, carried by ihoe-blacks, and dancing an altemande ;* thefe were fuc> 
cceded by a ftout fellow carrying a French figure made of ftraw, with a diftorted 
haunch, and all its limbs out of joint ; this figure, which is fixed at the end'of a 
pole, as on a pivot, is made to move its limbs like the paflaiboard harlequins of 
children, and its fomerfets and aukward motions are a fubjed; of confiderable merri- 
ment to the Spaniih populace ; follow this harlequinade ten other fellowrs in the guile 
of fifh, with each a blown bladder with pe‘4s in it, faftened to the end of a (lick, and 
with this they ftrike at random, right and left, whoever may be in their reach. Thefe 
porpoifes are precurfers of a whale, framed on a large wraggon, which is moved along 
by men beneath the exterior, reprefenting the whale : thefe men likewife occafionally 
ihake the whale open and Ihut its mouth, as if about to devour the filly fools afraid 
of it ; after thefe, the different brotherhoods and religious orders, each with the image 
of their founder, in filvtr, carried on a platform by fix men, march in regular order : 
the refidue of the proceffion j)refented nothing extraordinary. 

I remarked another religious pra&ice at Vera Cruz, which will not appear lefs 
fingular : when the facrament of the wafer is carried to the fick, it is taken in a coach, 
magnificently gilt, and adorned w'ith plate glafs in the fame manner as the carriages 
of llatc of fovercign princes ; it is drawn by mules, four a-brea(l, which go a foof 
pace; at each of the angles of the imperial is a lamp: the perlbn who carries the 
wafer fits at the extremity of the coach, in a fpccies of niche, purpofely made for him; 
oppofite is a prieft, his employment to drive aw'ay the flics, that the perfon who carries 
the facrament may not leave his hold of the pix which he carries in his two hands. 
The coachman wears a great coat of fcarlet, with filver lace and filver buttons, like our 
vergers at Paris. At the doors are two grenadiers, and two miquelets, and behind, 
the coacn is .followed by double baffes, bafoons, violins, guitars, and other inflru- 
fnents, efcorted by a crowd of people : during the proceffion, the great bell of the 
church is founded gently. . * 

At laft, Wednefday arrived, the day on which I hid to embark. I was not without 
fomc dread, and, in real truth, this appeared to me the decifive day. At day-break I 
caufed all my cafes of plants, as well as all my empty boxeSj^ylr/Vj longiffttm rerum^ 

• to be carried from my lodgings, and every thing before fix had reached the gate of 
the quay. I computed that at this hour the idle would be yet afleep, that the foldiers 
and officers, tired with the night-guard, would be at reft in their hammocks, and that 
all unoccupied and inquifitive at the market : my coqje&ures were well founded, for 
if a few failors be excepted, three or four officers, and the guard, I met with very 
few in the ftreets. I reached the port, followed by thirty porters, hired a boat, and 
returning to the quay, caufed my cafes, filled with earth, to be placikd on the gHound 
before the fearchers : thus far, all went on very well ; but in a few minuted, foldiers, 
failors, and trades-people all rufhed forwards to fee the plants which the JPrench 
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botaiuft was bearing 9 /fr^y^ The officer (^f the guard com|tliinentcd *^me on my 
refearches and colie^ion of herbs j the fearcbers admired them m ftupid aftoniihment, 
but at the fame time were fo civil as not to founc] any of the cafes» though the)r mi^t 
have done fo without mjuring*an.y of my plants; and the head of the office, fatisfied 
vrith my readinefs to fufier examination, told me 1 might pafs on. It is a ' certain 
matter, that 1 had it in my power to defraud the King of his dues, and might have 
carried away in gold to the amount of a million, or a dozen tale^as ; but I w<is fo well 
known, that no one fufpetlcd my being capable of fuch bafenels. I, however, made 
hafte to get away with my things, led fome one more enlightened ffiould play me, 
either unintentionally or from dcngn,'.romc feurvy trick or other. The whole of my 
goods being ndW in the boat, it put oil', and 1 followed it, when I placed the cafes 
in the chefts, which I locked, and caufed to be fecurely fadened on the deck. 1 
recommended the failors to be careful of them,, and, as an entrance fee on coming on 
board, prefented them with a couple of gourds, which, for the purpofe, I borrowed of 
the captain. 

I returned now on Ihore to announce to the gov.ernor that I fliould go on board 
at eight o*clock ; 1 could not fee him, but held my promife eflefted, and never lot 
foot in his houfe again: we did not, however, fail till feveral days after, which gave 
me much uneafmefs ; my plants, Ihut up as they were, neceffarily fuflering greatly, I 
had, indeed, at each fide of the chefts caufed four holes to be made of four inches 
fquare, that I might be provided againft ftormy* weather, wh«r 1 fhould not be abb 
to open the chefts, and 1 went On board twice every day in order to give them air ; 
ftill, that 1 fhould be obliged to be feparated from my dear plants, to fleep away from 
them as I did for three nights, this occafioned me indei'cribable torment, and.never 
certainly could a mifer feel more pain from the dear of foflng his (told : ilic different 
trips on thefe three days coll me three piafters, which made the whole I was indebted 
fo the captain, five ; to acquit myfelf of this debt, I fold fome very beautiful ficeve 
‘buttons, and this done, found myfelf poor as Bias. 

At length, even Spanilh dilatorinels feemed near its end; the captain fw'ore he 
would weigh anchor on Saturday. 

That day I went on board, according to cuftoni, to give air to my plants at five 
o’clock in the morning. The captain's boat came on board, to direft the pilot to 
weigh anchor. Imagining now his promife would be fSlfllled, I put on board the reff: 
of my things ; but after waiting f or the capttun in vain till three in the afternoon, I 
gave up hopes of failing that day : this night, however, I ilept on board. * 

On Sunday the neceffity of attending mafs again delayed us. I went on fhore, 
and took a la(t farewell of Mr. Ferfcn. 1 brought back with me on board likewife <flve 
or fix cafes of^iuould, in order to'-giye more room to my jalap and vanilla plants. 

. 8 th June 1777 . At length, by eleven o’clock, we quitted the port, faluting the 
caftle and the captain of the port with one gun, and f'even times exclaiming, viva el 
Re, to which falute "the captain’s fhip anfwered by one exclamation only. The, 
weather was ffhe ; we had a light breeze, and the lug .fhewed five knots. When a 
league from the city, we perceived a boat making after us, which was foon alongflde. 
On flrft diftinguifhing it, 1 had again, as at the Havannah, the wcaknefs to fancy that 1 
was the objeft of its purfuit. 1 conceived, with fome appearance of rcafon, that the 
governor, piqued at my having avoided the proces verbal wliich he meant to draw up 
on my de(^m||& had fent an order for me to be put again on fhore. 1 was, how- 
ever, foon*uni9Puved, and faw that it came inerely^to bring a man on bqard who had , 
failed of bein^f^eady at the time of the laft boat putting off ; but this gave me an 
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opportunity, of Jeamihg a curious drcumftance, which .was, that oh the captsun’s 
liraiting on the governor to receive his orders for Campeachy, the latter made inquiry 
if I was on board, and exacted a receipt’ from the captain for my body : he likewife 
enquired if I feemed very melancholy j to which queftion the captain anfwered in -the 
affirmative. It will be readily conjeftured that this little narrative amufed me greatly. 
The whole of the bay abounds in excellent fifli. * > 

^ 9th June. The nifjht has been dreadful; ftorms of thunder and lightning and 
torrents of rain feemed to threaten a fecond deluge ; Hill, we had little wipd, ana the 
Clip rolled dreadfully. 

In the morning, I had a very interefting converfation with the captain of the lliip, 
with whom it was now plain I mould have every reafon tq be fatisfied. 

As obferving me giving air to my plants, I have found yob out, fafti he to me in a 
low tone of voice; you moft afluredly are not about to.tranfport this cochineal to^our 
own country, but with a view of naturalizing it there ? The liberality he had (hewn to- 
wards me, the frank manner of his accoft, determined me on confeffing to him that 
which it was now of no fervice to deny ; nor had I any room to repent my confidence 
but, on the contrary, by his affiftance, perfeflly cajoled the failors, who, as well as the 
captain, flood near me, and one of whom, more cunning than the reft, bad taken one 
of the infe£ls, and cruihed it on a white deal board, and obferving the purple hue 
it gave, cried out to his fellows, why, this is cochineal, and cochineal is contraband. 
To divert them from the idea they might elfe entertain on this fulled, the captain and 
Ayfelf phmned a Ihort feene, which played off ferioufly before them, eflranged their 
fancies a hundred leagues from the track they were taking. One afternoon, the 
captain being on deck, •with his officers and moft of the feamen, afkcd me in a grav-e 
and inquifitive manner, what,I meant to do with all thofe plants ? They are, laid I, in 
as candid and eafy a manner as I was tapable of affuming, they are intended for a pre- 
parai ion, a remedy. A remedy ? for what complaint ? For the gout? Indeed, and 
pray what is the procefs of making it ? Why, this ; the nopals, cochineal, vanilla and 
jalap are pounded together in a filver mortar ; the mixture is afterwards boiled ; thei’ 
expreffed juice, in proportion of an ounce at a time, is adminiftcred to the patient in- , 
ternally, and of the mark a cataplafm is formed which is applied to the feet. And are 
there no other ingredients in the prefeription ? At this 1 feemed loth to tell the whole 
fecrct ; 1 , however, acknowle^ed that the balm of Mecca was a component, incenfc, 
gold dull, leaf filver, (and, in a half whifper, but loud enough to be beard without 
difficulty^ fome bleffed lint which had touched the relics of Santo Torribio; this, with 
a few Latin yords I intermingled in my anfwers, rendered my receipt exceedingly 
refpeftablc in the minds of my auditors. Never indeed was nonfenfe llftencd to witli 
more attention, and the bamboozled failors as well were convinced of the purity fif my 
intentions, as of the cfficacioufnels of the prefeription. I fighed, however, as much as 
I laughed at this ridiculous impofition ; but it was indifpenfible, that 1 might paiTy the 
denunciations which might have been made againft me otheryife at Campeachy, by 
• fome one or other of the crew. 

We were no more than twenty leagues from Vera Cruz. The wind at firft vgry 
variable, afterwards ftrong, aiid then again a dead calm. We diftinguifhed the CsmiL* 
peachy packet, which failed a little before us, at tiu'ee leagues to leeward. In the 
evening we faw a ftiark. 

ibtii June. The whole night through it rained, and the calm lafted’ till half paft 
three P. M. I planted fome vanilla, jalap, and nopals which I had retnaining. Three 
. leaves of my large nopals, loaded with cochineal, rotted, (a firit caufe of angui’lh) ; but I 
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was fomewhatlboni^ed by {laiwe Ajcceeded in fettling the new-^bom cochineals upon 
other nopal leaves’ in a very healthy ftate. ' ‘ 

At half pad three we had the wind abaft, making for the E.S.E. We were 
accompanied throughout the whole day by a fhoal of bonitos, which played about our 
fhip, and which, though againft the wind, frequently fwam round the veflcl ; this 
circumftance appears to me worthy of conlideration. I likewife faw a number of 
b^tifiil dorados. The Iky was clouded throughout the whole day, the temperature 
highly pleafing. 

iithJune. The fun again made its appearance with encreafed fplendour; there 
was no rain in the night ; we made but little way, and by reckoning were only thirty- 
five leagues froin the point pf departure ; from nine till three a dead calm, a clear Iky 
and high temperature; *we were followed by the fame efcort of bonitos, and by 
a npmber of other fmall fifl\, which had followed us from Vera Cruz ; at three 
o*clock a wind from the north fprang up, and we ran four knots. Additional Ioffes 
gave new caufe for regret : I was obliged, after colleffing the cochineal, to throw live 
Other leaves of my large nopals into the fea. What a mournful profpedl for the future, 
provided, as it is threatened, we Ihould be two months out at fea ! * 

1 2th June. The north wind continued till three in the morning, when it veered to 
the fouth-eaft : the night fine and without rain. At eight the wind funk into a calm, 
but a very light breeze from the north fprang up at ten. * 

i3tfi June. The night beautiful, and the morning lovely ; at eight a calm, a breeze 
at ten, rain at noon, fucceeded by a calm till five. Again had fight of the briganthic 
for Campeachy j it advanced nb Mer than ourfelves. Rain and a ftorm at eight in 
the evening. « 

14th June. The night tranquil, the wind changed from the north to the fouth.eafl: ; 
though it blew hard, it yet did not prevent ourprogrefs’; the whole morning, fqualls 
.with rain. By reckoning, according to the pilot, we were fifteen leagues from found- 
, ings, and forty from Campeachy. I loft the beautiful brood of Mexican parroquets 
which I brought with me, and three other leaves of my nopals. My cochineals exadled 
all my attention ; it was their time of brin^g forth ; I had nefts to make for them ; 
nor was this all ; the hurricanes that blew, threatened to fill all my cafes with fait 
water, which is utterly deftruflive of thefe plants. I was obliged to lland centry over 
them on thefe critical occafions, and cover them wit^^ck matting, giving them air 
only by means of the fmall fide openings. Were it TOt for the extreme tedioufnefs 
of navigation in this gulf the voyage would have been pleafant ; but the winds which 
prevail at this feafon in alternation with calms, being fouth-fouth-eaft and n&rth-north- 
eaft, they blow to no port whatever in a direfl line. 

We enjoyed the fight of an infinite number of dorados ; the moft beautiful fiflf that 
fwims the fea; ftill, we had not a Tingle man on board who had any inclination 
to fifh. 

i^th June. The qrhole of the following night we had a terrible hurricane, the rain 
fell m large drops, and with a noife like balls of lead. The wind blew furioufly from 
the north-eaft, till three in the morning, at five* it got round to the fouth-eaft ; neither 
on this nor on the preceding day was there intervention of calm. We had been upon 
foundings from ten in the mornihg, and might expefl to arrive in five or fix days at 
Campeachy. We faw a great number of birds. The colour of the fea underwent a 
change, and wm of a grewiifh blue. 

i6th ;{anc. *It blew hard all night long, with fqualls of rain, the morning grey, the 
remainder of the day remarkably fine. In fpitc of all my care, my cafes were wafhet! 
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by a wave. The young cochineals did not fucceed in fallening on the ca£lus iylreftris ' 
,01 Vera Cruz, called tunas. Ten other of my onuntiae had become rotten. Irre- 
mediable lofs ! 

The whole night through adverfc •wind. Abundance of porpoifes of enormous 
bulk. , 

1 7th June. Saw land on the fouth, and hoped to arrive the next day at Campeachy ; 
but the wind, which blew from ihore, kept us at diAance the whole day : the lands low, 
and nearly level with the fea. A dock of boobies and frigate-birds. The colour of the 
fea changed by Aripes, according to the greater or lefs depth of water : at’ noon we 
had but nine fathoms : the Iky clouded. 

The captain added this day to the fund of continually regenerating inquietude with 
which I was alkuled : he apprized me that at Campeachy we Aiould hafre guards and. 
foldiers put on board ; and who knows how long we might lie off this place ? 

A hurricane Aill more violent than that of the 15th, was experienced this night. 
The thunder roared in loudeA peals. Inceffant AaAies of lightning furrowed the atmof- 
phere in every dire^ion. Rain fell in torrents; and the whiffling of the blaff; was even 
louder than the noife of the thunder and the waters. Dread and conffcrnatlon feized ’ 
upon every one. We were obliged to take in every inch of canvafs. I'oftunately, my 
chefts were well faftened and covered, but for which precaution adieu to my nopals : 
they would have perifhed with my plans, and probably myfelf with them. 

1 8 th June. After the fform the wind blew ffroug from the fouth. We muff .have 
beai driven far indeed during the tempeff, for we had from fixteen to twenty, fix 
fathoms water; wheroas the day before, when we made* land, wc had but fix fathoms 
water, and were only eight leagues from fhore ; for in this part the number of fathoms 
denote pretty nearly the number of leagues from land, the foundings leffening in gra- 
dual proportion as the diftancc*becomes 4 efs. We faw a fhark and a number of birds. 

19th June. The foundings various in proportion as the north carried us forward 
or the fouth drove us from &or& It feemed as though we were under forae enchant- • 
ment, and as if this wretched country ffed from our approach. In thirteen days, we • 
had not been able to go more than ninety leagues. This day we could not diffinguifh 
land, though the line gave but fix fathoms in the evening, and though ail night long 
we fmelt the land and its flowers ; but we had a dead calm. After the calm, a guff of 
wind fucceeding, we got into three fathoms water, and caff one of our anchors. We 
had had no rain for four-and-twmy hours. 

20th June. This day wc faw land by five in the morning : it is more lofty caff ward 
than towards the fouth. At fun-rife we raifed anchor in order to get nearer in to land, 
and at feven we'diftinguifhed the town of Campeachy on the fouth-fouth-eaff. ■ It has 
no port, but merely a bad open road liable to every wind, and lying three leagues 
from the town, 'Which cannot be approached nearer by any veffel carrying more than 
ninety tons : at nine we anchored. 

I'he Bylander of ninety tons, which brought us from Vera Cruz, was laden with 
tyaize, for which the captain expected to find a market, intendiAg to replace it by a 
loading of dyeing-wood, which at Cape Francois would have paid him a confiderable 
profit ; but in order to fucceed great Ikill and circumfpedtion were requifitc, as this 
was an aft of fmuggling, and a.s finuggling is puuifliablc with flavery and confifeation 
of property. The captain fold his maize to great advantage, as it was fcarce ; but, no 
doubt intoxicated with fuccefs, he idled away his time, aud miffed the opportunity of 
profiting to the full extent of his means. 
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For my part, the delay to which he fubjefted us, and the additional ^loiTes I every 
day fuftamed among my nopals, not lefs than forty of which I was obliged to throw 
into the fca, were fources to me of extreme vexation. 

I had moreover much room for complaint againfl the crew ; and for the purpofe of 
acquainting the captain with their ctmduft, I went on fliore j and thus had an oppor- 
tunity of vifiyting the town. 

San Francifeo dc Campeche is a town of a fquare form, each fide meafurihg upwards 
of twelve hundred yards: it is perfectly well built of hewn ftone, in ilie Spanifh flyle, 
with rectilinear firccts, kept very clean, and of tolerable breadth. It is lurrounded 
with curtains and baftions, but is without ramparts or terraces. 'J’he walls are thirty 
feet high by from fne to fix in thkkncfs, but have no foffe. On the fide towards 
the land an iifuncnfe pueblo or fuburb of Indians enclofes it, which much dtligiircd 
me on account of the trees and thicket by which each houfc is furrounded. The 
fuburbs may contain about a thoufand Indians : the population of the town, including 
the garriibn with tlie citizens, may be about three thoufand. Money at this place is 
fo rare that nuts of cacao form the currency : lor eight of thefe nuts you purchafe an 
' egg at the market, and you arc boarded at the inn for two reals the day. Debauchery 
is here prevalent to die fame extent as vvretchednefs, but its miniuers are fuch as 
could picafe but failors alone, yet thefe fo well that they reckon this a paradile. Such 
was the extremity of mifery throughout all Yucutan-ubout fix years back, that, accord- 
ing to the account, even of the Spaniards themfelves, there died from want no Ic-fs than 
forty thoufand perfons. It is however doubtful, notwithfianding the inimenfi extent 
of this province, whether it ever contained fo many inhabitants j but, on the contrary, 
ihoidd it be true, lliould any credit be due to the SpaniaKls when they give 1‘uch a 
Ihocking lift of deaths, have we not to charge government with the molt rcprehtaifible 
neglect ? IIow can it have been carelefs to fi*ch degree as to fu^^'er this province to 
remain fo deftitute of provifion, while with fo much facility grain might have been fiip- 
plied either from the llavannah, where all kinds of European corn abounds, and which 
is but two hundred leagues diftant, or from Vera Cruz, but eighty leagues away, and 
where a fimilar plenty reigns ! This extenfive region has the more need of afliftance 
from the frequency of dearth. The caufe is to be attributed to the droughts fo fatal to this 
country, the foil of which confifts merely of a flight quantity of vegetable earth on a 
rocky bafe ; and fo frequent, owing to the land lyiiUL low, and the want of mountains 
to break the clouds, which, in confequence, cxccpWvbere the north winds encounter 
others from the fouth, and occafion them to break over the land, are conftantly borne 
out to foa. Should the months of May, June, and July, thofc in, which maize is 
fown, unfortunately pafs without rain, all the hopes of the colonifts are loft, and they 
arft left wholly deftitute of rcfource. ' 

The only trade carried on at Campeachy is in ftone fent to Vera Cruz, and dye- 
woods, iramcnl'e piles of which, cut for upwards of thirty years, are feen in diflerent 
parts, which the Spaniards prefer feeing rot before their faces to felling to any inter- 
loper, though they ’cannot poflibly export them themfelves. 'J’he whole time I was 
there, I faw but three brigantines loaded, and at no time perhaps is there a greater 
number here. The culture of cacao is not allowed in this country : I know not from 
what lamentable policy, for it would fucceed admirably. Cacao, in confequence, -is 
fo dciu- that the nuts or beans are ufed as money. The poor, who in confequence of 
the deamefs of chocolate are deprived of the enjoyment of that beverage, fubftitbte for 
it .the pips of <he zapota mamme, whofe fruit is large as w egg and bitter as tolo- 
quintida. 
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I traverfed.thc whole of the gardens in Campeachy, and found not one that was 
curious. I culled here at hazard fixtee»vplants of two fpccies of cactus without thomS} 
which afterwards were of great ufe to wifi. 

However, on the 6th July, the capAin repaired on board with intention to put off 
to fea, and within three days at fartheft three barks wefe to bring us out to foa the 
Campeachy wood we w^re to take on board. • 

Notwithftanding all my pains 1 never was able to procure cither branches, leaves, 
or feeds of this tree to fatisfy myfclf whether or no it is diiTcrciit from that ,we poffefs 
in our own ccdonics. I paid a failor beforehand to procure me fome, but they never 
came. 

We were jufl on the point of weighing anchoV, when the mafter of, a boat which 
had brought us in a ilock of wood for cooking, faw my nopals and cochineal, and 
told me that they were cultivated within fix leagues of Camjjoachy. Though I h^ve 
flrong doubt of the truth of this ftatement, 1 ncvertheleis felt much veked at not 
having had an opportunity of afcertalning whether it was true xu* not, and in the 
former cafe of renewing my plants, and recruiting my infects. ^ , 

Whether in hopes of other little prefents in return, whether as a compenfation for 
the vexation I endured from his having made fo long a flay, the captain gave rne the 
handfomeft parrot, not larger than a dove, that ever perhaps was feen: its beak 
yellow at tlie bafe, and black at the extremity, the whole of the body a bright gjrcen, 
the checks and the circle round the eye? of a blood red, the forehead, flioulders and 
thighs of the fame colour, the upper part of the head crowned with yellow, the centre 
white, and the hinder part azure blue, the wings green, blue, flame-coloured, and 
purple, finally, the legs 'yellow, the eyes blue, but the iris yellow. 'I'hc captain 
moreo^^r prefented me with aacardiual, and three tigers Ikins. 

iith July. At length, after a ufolelS flay of five days, we found we muft give up 
all hopes of the dye-wood coming on board. IIig poor captain thus linv all his dreams . 
of fortune vanifli, and in addition loft the twenty piaflres he h:id paid down as earneft , 
of the bargain to the perfon who was to have procured him the w^ood : thus, either 
owing to negligence, or to w;mt of management, the unlucky man loft a profit of at 
leafl three thoufand dollars, for the wood which at Campeachy fetches but three reals, 
at the Cape is worth three piaflres. I was exceedingly hurt that he had not made a 
confident of me at an earlier p^d, as it ftruck me I might not only have given him 
good advice but have obtained for him a hundred ton of wood.^ 

We weighed anchor at ten in the morning, and with a wind from the fouth-wefl: 
advanced in a dircdlion J'.N.E. at about half a league an hour. At two o’clock the 
vrinti, changed, and \vc fleered W.S.W. We were fiun to anchor at four in four and 
a half fathoms. The whole night through it blew hard with much thunder, but no 
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1 2 th July. After lookinp out lor a wind, but in vain, tliroughoiu the whole of the 
night, it blew from the fouih at three in the morning ; we, in pen rcquonce, quickly 
taifed anchor, and made north-eafl with a fine fea and beautiful weaihcu*, wliich con- 
tinued till half-paft ten, when we were becalmed. Aftei- advancing, notwiihflauding, 
about half a league, by iialf-pafl; one wc had a breeze from the north-weft, which was 
of much fervice to us. The water now again changed colour, and from a bluoifli 
green became of an azure hue ; but at foim-^*’'’ack the wind rounding to the nnrth- 
eaft ffopped our further advance, and we f' achor to avoid being thrown nearer 
the fliore, but not till, as the day befordi were within fight of fand. At nine 
. ' ^ R 2 o’clock, 
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o’clock, after many threats of rain, which however were followed by, no effefi:, the 
wind veering a^in to the fouth^'wefl;, we w^CEhed anchor. 

13th July. This day the wind funk int^'acalm at ten o’clock in the moi^ning : 
during the time it lafted, which was two hours* and a half, the Spaniards took it into 
their heads to hlh. They Caught in the time eighteen perch of a monftrous fize, the 
fmalleft of <'them weighing upwardvS of nine pounds, it is the perca philadelphica dc> 
ft^ribed by Linne. This fifh is of exquifite flavor, and is caught in depths of about 
five fathoms, with a hook two inches long, and as thick as a crow’s quill. The bait is 
a piece of bacon, meat, or entrails of fowls : about a foot above the hook a ball of 
about a pound weight is fufpended to make the line fink : the fiflierman has rarely 
time to throw out lures on the top of the water. About noon we had a breeze from 
the north-well, when we fet fail anew, and at three again came to an anchor. Such 
is the navigation common along this coall, which runs north and fouth : the luuth-eafl: 
drove us out to fca in the night, and in the afternoon the north-eall again fent us in 
Ihore. Thefe are the winds predominant in thefc latitudes ; but the winds blow fomc« 
limes fouth or fouth-well, and north or north-weft, when a vefl’el may make fome way 
under favour of them. It is requifite for two reafons to keep at not more than from 
four to eight leagues from the coaft ; in the firft place, becaufe, at a greater diftance 
from Ihore, cayos (l ocky flioals) and other fand-banks occur, on w'hich a veifel might 
be driven by the north-caft wind ; and fecondly, becaufe in the open fca winds being 
more uncommon, and always, as well as the currents, adverfe, a voyage would be of 
eternal duration : indeed no navigation in any part of the world is more dilEcult than 
that of the Gulf of Mexico. Should you leave foundings for the open fea you are en- 
gaged in perpetual currents ; Ihould you keep in foundings you have only light winds, 
and can make but four or five leagues in fbur-and-twenty hours. On proceeding, 
whether from the North or South Seas, towards Vera Cruz, or uixy other part of the 
Gulf of Mexico, it is not only neceflary to reconnoitre the bank or foundings of Yucu- 
tan but alfo that of Plorida. The terms fondas, or foundings, is applicable to the 
whole of the fea, of little depth, which borders the Gulf of Mexico, from Cape 
Catoche as far as and even beyond Cape St. Auguftin, to a diftance from fliore of 
from fix to fixty leagues, and in fuch gradation with refped to depth, that from the 
deepeft foundings, that is to fay, in fixty-eight fathoms, you may judge, proceeding 
in flxore, how far you are from land, the depth din^ilhing a fathom at each league, 
fo that at one league from fhore there is feldom more than three, and fometimes but 
one fathom water. To this notice refpefting the Gulf of Mexico is to be added that 
the north is the predominant wind, and is felt here with more violence, than in any part 
of America, and with fuch in the months of Odober and November as to render 
theie feas alinoft impaflable. 

13th July. Ihe north wind very ftrong. We were obliged to anchor till mid- 
mght. 

14th July. At ten in the morning the land-breeze fell, the wind again blew from 
the north, and in the afternoon we Itecred £.S.£. at the rate of four knots an houv. 
The temperature of the atmofphcre on this, fca is moderate, for, notwithftanding the 
iky was clear and the fun exhibited itfelf in all its fplendour, my thermometer at noon 
did not rife higher than 20“ (77® of P'ahrenheit). We were now about fifty leagues 
from Campeachy. 

At five in the evening we came to our inn for the night, for fomewhat fimilaf mult 
oxtr conftant pVadice of calling anchor every evening at the fame hour be efteemed. 

W« 
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We 1^, aivhour before, feen a fhip which was nearer in fhore than ourfelves : wc 
likcwife faw another brigantine, which we imagined to be the Havannah" packet : it 
failed with the wind abaft, and all its canvas out, but ftill made lefs way than as though 
we had an adverfe wind. The wholeMay and night paffed without rain, but the quan- 
tity of dew that fell was confiderable. * 

At elevpn at night the wind changing we weighed anchor, but made Very little way, 
the breeze from the fouth-eaft being very light, and Hnking to a dead calm by feyen 
in the morning, a calm which continued till the next day at ten, when the north again 
fprang up.- ^ 

15 th July. This day "the north-caft, at firft feeble, encrcafed in ftrength fo as to 
advance us a league. * . , 

A new anchorage at five o’clock. We had no rain at fca, though we dlftingulfhed 
it falling on fhore. Wc avoided a projecting bank, which makes the water appear 
of a yellowilh green colour, three leagues from the fliore; we likewife difeerned 
the llavannah packet : it was the fame which had failed five days before us from 
Vera Cruz, and was now on its return to the Havannah. The captain informed 
us, that the governor, the Marquis de la Tour, had been recalled : a new motive for 
fclf-gratulation at having effected my objeCt without delay ; for could I Hatter myfelf 
with ever meeting with in any other governor who migltt fucceed him, fo much 
kindnels as I had met with from him ? As this packet was deftined to Cam^eachy 
our captain forwarded letters by it. At midnight we weighed anchor, the wind fouth- 
weft blew very feebly, and by eight o’clock funk into a calm. 

1 6 th July. At noon the north-eaft admitted of our tacking and maldng a little way, 
but by three the wind entreafing, wc were threatened with a ftorm. After a violent 
fall of fain we call anchor, and fent a boat on fliore oppofite to a garitu, or centry-box, 
to take in twelve barrels of water and \wenty-four fanegas of fait. I was folicitous of 
vifiiiiig ihc falt-pans here, and of making a flight harvclt of the plants of the country,, 
and of fca fliclls, but the dread I had left any injury fliould befall my infeCfs and plants , 
during my ablencc, prevented my indulging myfelf w'ith this gratification ; this was 
another facrifice 1 had to add to the number I had already made on their account. 

I had, however, on the other hand, the fatisfaCfion of already being in fome degree 
coiiip(?nlated : my vanilla threw out fome branches, my jalap and my nopals were 
budding : 1 had indeed loft a great many, but the refidue were in good condition, 
and I had well-founded hopes of the mod complete fuccefs. 

lyih Ju^J^ We were detained all day by our pilot, who with four failors had gone 
on fhore, and never returned. As he was an habitual drunkard, we conjeClured that 
intoxication had been the caufe of his delay. The breeze of morning had been feeble, 
calii *tuccccded as ufual, and at thnx* o’clock rain, with but little wind. The briganfine, 
which kept us company, advanced only a league the whole day long. 

After palling the day in greateft anxiety of mind, I advifed the captain in the even- 
ing to lire a gun. I was mad with vexation. A charming breeze blew from fhore, 
and this nighit we might have advanced at leaft ten leagues ; unfortunately, the 
captain was by no means a good failor, and we had not fulficient hands remaining on 
board to work the fliip. 

1 8 th July. At length, in the morning, the beat returned with the failors. They 
had heard the report of the patcreros, though a league and a half diftant to windward 
of usr.* The pilot difpatched them with the fait, but himlelf did not reckon upon getting 
on board before noon, as he w:ts waiting for fowls, eggs, and fwine,* which the In» 
Jiaiis were to bring him. The captain in a rage fent the boat again on fliore, with 

orders 



CE mekomville’s travels to o^axaca. 


S62 

orders for his coining inftantly onboard. He came by f^ur o’clock, and we weighed 
anchor ; but weliad conftant calms the whole day. 

My pretty cardinal having got out of itS’ cage, and fallen into the fea, the captain, 
without my knowledge, promifed a good fwimhaer on board a bottle of brandy if he 
recovered my bird. The failor jumped at the propofal, and the profpcQ: of gain 
blinding hini*to the danger, he precipitated himfeli into the fe^from the cabin window, 
aivl after fwimming about ten or twelve fathoms, recovered the little bird, held it in 
his mouth) and making for the rudder of the boat, feized on the ring of ir, by which 
he held till a rope was thrown out to him, by im ans of which he got on board. I 
was uncafy in extreme the whole time he was in the water, le.1: fome of the fharks, 
which arc fo common ii^ this fea, alarmed by the noife he made on plunging in, Ihould 
make for the fpot, and devour my bold adventurer ; and I felt mortified that the 
captain, for a matter of fuchdittle value, fliould tlius have expofed the life of one of 
his crew : fortunately, he efcaped, and befides the bottle of brandy, he earned a 
handfomc pulicat hitndkerchief, of which 1 made him a prefeiit. 

. Wc were at anchor, oppofite to a garita, or watch-houfc, in three fathoms water. 

Thefe watch-houfes are huts of wood, in form of fquare towers, forty feet high, 
and raifed at the diftance of every four leagues along the coafts of New Spain. In 
thefe centinels are llationed, whole duty it is to give advice of all velTels they perceive ; 
and thefe centinels, who are Indians, are relieved every lour days. 

It fo fell out, that one of thofe appointed on guard at one of thefe watch -houv.?s, 
being tired of his occupation, afked our people to lake him and his luggage on board 
with them, and they very imprudently confeiitcd. I fay imprudently, for it is (-x- 
prclsly forbidden, under the m^ft fevere penalties, that any captain Ihould receive au 
Indian on hoard. I had the curiofity to examine the packet of this poor fellow: it 
contained provifion for four days, and confifted of a dozen lordillas of eiglit ounces 
. each, and about two pounds of thepafte of maize, coarfely ground, which, fleepod in 
water, forms a beverage fingularly plcafing to the Indians. 'I'he man who came on 
board was ftout and well made, iwenty-onc years of age, but had not a fingle hair on 
his chin. He had been married two years, but exprclfed not the leaff regret at leaving 
his wife. On my enquiring whether he had any children, he at fir/t anfwered, no j 
but correfting himfelf, as if he juft recollected the matter, he laid he had one 
poquenito, or very little baby ; and as he faid this he knitted his brows, as if he 
wilhed to exprefs that it was too fmall to be worth mentioning. The fancy diverted 
us much. c 

19th July. We weighed anchor in the morning, and fleered the whole day before 
the wind : a very light breeze from the fouth-weft. At feven u c' anchored, and vaifc’d 
anchor again at eight, the wind^ changing to the fouth-( aft : it was but a puiT, wliich 
foon abatetl into a calm, and we anchored ; but a breeze fpringing up, wc again 
heaved anchor, and kept under fail the whole night through. 

20th July. This /.lay the north and fouth winds enabled us to proceed at the rate 
of a league an hour. 'I'he fky all the morning was overcafl : at three the wind felf, 
and changed four times in Icfs than half an hour : at length came on a dreadful ftorm 
of rain. After much entreaty, I fucccodcd in inducing the collediun of hali-a-dozcn 
barrels of rain Mfatcr : thirty at leaft, if care had been taken, might hi the time have 
been li’.lc d. After the rain wc fleered caft-fouih-eafl, for our pilot pretendmg his 
obie^l was to avoid the currents, would not keep oft' from fhorc : we therefore made 
frequeuj tacks,* and remained a long time at anchor. In the evening we found our- 
felv^ oppofite to the Prio de Lagartos, or the River of Crocodiles, which announced 

2 to 
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to us our havjiDg made eighteen leagues'fince the day beforcr This was indeed a good 
day’s work, but we had yet forty leagues of fliore to coatt along. 

At length we quitted thefe melancholy and tirefome Ihores for the open fea, and 
depofited all our anchors in the hold but being immediately after overtaken by a 
calm, we let down a final! anchor. At eleven at night, Vhc wind blowing again from 
the fouth'caft, we made fail ane w : it frelhened foon to fuch a dcgr<?e, tliat from 
midnight to two o’clocit we Iiad advanced nearly twenty leagues, and the fea bad 
again refunied an indigo blue colour : had the weather thus continued, we iliould 
have required but four days to rcae.ii the llavaunah. 'I’his was the firfl; inftance of fair 
weather we had had fiiice our departure from Vera Cruz. The circumftance delighted 
me fo much as to ferve as a counterbalance to tbe grief 1 .experienced, at the lofs of 
fifteen or lixteeti leaves of nopals, in the fpace of three days. To leeward wedeferied 
a wretched Uulc boat : (bon vve (hould have to fee a runnber of confidcrabic (hips. 
Seas of our fortunate colonies; how dificrent your appearance from that of this melan* 
choly gui',di ! Numerous and rich veffels furrow your bofom in every direfkion, like 
our gay carriages on the magnificent roads of Paris, while the Gulph of Mexico is as. 
bare ol’ veffels as the crofs-roads which lead to its infulate and wretchedly poor habita* 
tions ! 

a 2d July. At three in the morning the wind had much llackencd, though from the 
20th wc notwithftanding reckoned our progrefs to be fifty leagues, and confequcntly 
that wc were beyond a lhallow which ^extends the fpace of two leagues, at the ex- 
tremity of foundings, in t he diredion north and fouth,andin Iatitude23‘’ north, longitude 
286“ 10' from the meridian of Tcneriffe. In our reckoning we had erred, for by two 
in the alternoon, a fcreaih of horror from the deck called us to the fearful fight of this 
bank, •which, concealed un(|cr water, extends itfelf right and left, in branches, 
through a fpace of a league in breadth,* by three in length : inftantly wc changed our 
tack, and on founding had a bottom of reddilh rock, in forty-five fathoms : tlie rock, 
apparently fragments of coral, was blended with herbs. The llielf feeined of a re idilh , 
cvilour ill every part, and gave a ruddy appearance to the water. Fortunate was it for 
us that we encountered this flielf in the day-time : had it been night, we Ihould have 
paffed over it, and probably have pcriflied ; for though the fea does not break on this 
bank, and though it appears to bo covered by a depth of water, the adlual foundings 
upon it, as well as the nature of the flielf, are altogether unknown. In remembrance 
of our having efcaped tliis danger, we drank two bottles of excellent cyder, of which 
the captain made me a prefent, and which was equal to Champaigne, and found our 
fpirits heighten§d by the libation. 

• 23d July. Wc palled the night without any danger: the fouth wind had blown, 
but the fliip made no way. We caught a prodigious porpoife, eight feet long, by* five 
and a half in diameter. Its tail was two feet broad. The fifli caught was a female : in 
cutting up, no doubt, fome of the lacteal dufls were lt‘paraied, as the animal yielded 
more than a quart of a very pure and remarkably wliite millj. One of the veffels 
from which this milk flowed was in diameter of equal breadth with my little finger. 
I'he womb, in which 1 very diftintlly faw the fallopian tubes, incafured at the entrance 
of the vagina four inches and a lialfi The exterior orifice was very ftrait, callous, 
wrinkled in folds, and of a fubftance and tiffiie fo clofc,, that with di^culty could one 
introduce the little finger : nor did it appear fufceptible of farther exptuafion. I’he 
diamfiter of the vagina, eafy of dilation, was an inch and a hall : at the extrciiiity of 
the vagina from the interior was a fpccies of valve, rcfcmbling that of’the fucker df a 
pump, very much wrinkled, and highly capable of expanfion j and the ‘ internal 
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cajpacity of the canal it formed, of inferior length to the vagina, app^rcd to be of 
liiniiar diameter j and equally fit for diftenfion : at the end was another fucker-like 
valve, which ferved as a door to a fecond fimilar receptacle, of rather greater capacity 
than the former : finally, there was a third receptacle, doled by a fimilar yalve, with 
the extremity of which file fli o fallopian tubes communicated : thefe were of a fpongy 
fubflance, aftd, intenially, diljilayed an infinite multitude of vefTels, part of which 
f^med laftcal or lymphatic, others, condudors of blood, But folded one within the 
other, and croffingeach other, fo that at the firft glance they might be miftaken for a 
niafs of little worms rolled up together. In the ftoraach of the animal were feveral 
fmall filh, which had already attained that ftatc of digeftion which made them look as if 
fomewhat too ;nuch boiled* The fhip was furrounded by a numerous troop of thefe 
animals, which, notwithflanding their enormous fizc, feemed in the w^ater no larger 
thqn carp of eight or ten pounds weight. 

24th Ju^'. In the night we had a light wind, but the day a dead calm. At the 
riling of the moon in the evening the wind again arofe. 

, 25th. At ten this morning we caught a lhark : it happened to be the fqualus tiburo 

of Linnd.: it was live feet long, had a fin at the anus ; five lineary ports in the neck, 
for the bronchias of the pulfc ; a large head, and a broad neck : its teeth in the lower 
jaw triangular, of fimilar breadth, but even lharper than lancets, and about an inch 
in heiglitli, of thefe teeth the animal has three rows : the inmoft row turns back on 
the gums : thofe of the jaw are Tubulated like the teeth of pike, and, as the others, are 
an inch long. This animal is of hideous appeiu'ance in the water, and Ihines by da/ as 
well as by night : it was harpobned with a javelin a foot long, atiached to a pole of fix 
feet ; however hard its Ikin, which refills the point of a knife, it was not proof againll 
this weapon j and the monller made lefs rcfiftancc in thq water, and fought lefs en deck 
than did the porpoife we had before caught : it was furrounded ;.3 ufual by the pilot- 
, filh, fo called on account of its conftantly advancing in front of the lhark : this filh is 
a kind of perch, tranfverfely ftriped with alternations of black and yellow. Part of 
the lhark was cooked and placed on table, but I could not prevail on myfelf to touch 
it, notwithllanding it is a favourite dilh with the people of Campeachy, a predileftion 
which fpeaks little for the delicacy of their tallc, as there is abundance of filli in their 
roadfiod of exquifite flavour. W e afterwards caught another of fuch monflrous fize 
that we needed tackle for lifting it on board : it was a female, but of a dift'erent fpccios. 
Tills animal was ten feet four inches (French) in length, and from the back to the belly 
meafured two feet and a half : the Ikin of the back was perfedly blue, of the belly 
white : it had the fame proportions as, and refcmbled the one bcfore.defcribed, with 
the following exceptions : the teeth of the upper jaw were curved towards the throat, 
frofti the bafe : they were moreover lharp, pointed, but rounded like barley, and ja'gged 
like the teeth of a law. In thdf upper jaw it had but one row of teeth, but in the lower 
three : the head was not proportionately large, though fomewhat of the fame lhape, 
being only more oblong, and fomewhat lefs flattened than that of the male. The 
vagina was fix inches in diameter, and was not callous and in folds, as I had obferved 
in the dolphin. 'l here£tum terminated with the vagina in one common orifice, which 
may be regarded as the anus. 13 y the fide of the matrix were two prominences which 
might be taken ||br teats, and of which the interior orifices terminated in the womb, 
but had no communicant du&s, whether glandular or la£fcal : the vagina was fix inches 
leng^at the extremity it divided into two cavities, two feet and a half in length,' by a 
breadth of a fdbt, but fufccptible of confiderable diftenfion : the orifice of either of 
thefe, truhks was filled with a fpcrmatic matter : the interior occupied by an extremely 
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fine and fpor^y membrane, attached throughout its wholtf length to the inward and 
upper part of the cavity, and full of an infinite number of cells, each containing an egg 
with its yolk, and an embrio, or feetus, an inch and a half long : the yolk of the egg 
was like, but fomewhat paler than that of a hen, but the jnucilagiuous part, inftead of 
being white, was of a greenilh yellow, rcfembling bile. In order to es traft an egg 
from one (jf the cells, it was neceflary to break the cell : this cavity was* afliiretlly an 
oviary ; the fubftance of it was of a whitifli colour, tranfparent, lymphatic, grerffy, 
and the membrane eafy to break. Dilgufl preventtjd my coimting the mimlAT of cgg.s, 
but in every oviary I certainly favv at Icafl a hundred. I took Ibme f)f the focti and 
preferved them in rum. I am not certain whether or no amphibic'us animals have two 
vaginae, but it appears very evident from diUcclicns thSt they have* two oviaries. 
This ftiark was viviparous, as I believe are all. Some of the fa’ti, which I notice my 
having preferved, I fent to Mr. Daubenton. * , * 

At noon we had a heavy fall of rain, and for two hours fuccefiivc Ihowers : this, by 
occafioning wind, enabled us to make a flight progrefs ; but at ^lv^ wc were becalmed, 
and continued fo until the moonrofe, when it began to blow pretty Ifefli. • 

26th July. The wind of the night was fucceeded by flight f(]ualls, by which wc 
advanced about half a league an hour. Some Ihowers fell, but unattended by wind. 
The crew were unintc?rruptedly employed in mana-uvring fo as to catch the Icaft pulT, 
but without fuccefs. Did we rtand on cither tack, the fails fcarccly filled, and the Ihip 
bycly obeyed the rudder. Wc fell in. with two amazingly large pieces of floating 
timber, loaded with birds. The pilot ftated us by iy;ckoning to be five-and-twenty 
leagues from the Floridt^ foundings. Our latitude was twenty-five degrees. 

27th July. The ntorning a dead calm, provoking (juictude, dil'couraging inertia ! 
Why mull I thus be flayed, exclaimet^ I repeatedly, when it would be fo grateful tet 
my heart to roach our deftiuation ? My cochineals brought forth now a fccond linre, 
and 1 had no more plants on which I could niukij)ly them. Ojie young leaf of a nopal,* 
and one old one had juft died ; one half of another had been caniumed by a blaita 
lucifera, and I faw that 1 ran great hazard of lofiiig the new generation ; however, 1 
had the confolation to fee two plants of vanilla throw out other branches. A munbef 
of bonitos fwam about our fhip. The name applied to this fpccics of coryphtena is 
derived from the Spanifh buenito, the augmentative of /jm/io gorxl, and lignifies very 
good, or excellent. Wc likewife faw fome dorados, another J'pecios of coryphicna, the 
equifolis of Linnc. One of thefe was caught by our men : frotn head to tail it 
mcalured/our feet three inches, ;uid at the flomacli was a foot and a half in diameter, 
'fhe fea contams no fifh more beautiful, uor indeed anoihor that equals this hi beauty, 
The, body is of a golden yellow, rcfpleBdent above a changcsible green, m:irk(xl ,vvitli 
rovaid I'pots, an inch in diameter, of an ultra-marine blue ; the fins and tail are a bril- 
liant green. In calm weather its fhining colours render it diflinguifliable at the depth 
even of fifty feet. 

28th July. We had fome wind again at night, and the Iinri;:«n was fo much over- 
•cloudcd that we apprehended a terrible florin. The vyind we had, however, was 
adverfe, and all night long we had our head to the fouth. In the morning we made a 
tack N.N.E., but were flopped by a calm. Ever fince eight o’clock, I had obferved 
in the north-north-eaft divifion of the Iky, a cloud fhaptd like a hof&’s tail, fpreading 
in the dirctlion from N.N.E. toS.S.W., aud v.iiich appeared to be the preciy-for of 
calms, in the fame manner ns the procellaria. In luyopitiion, truly indipates wind. ^ 
29th July. By midnight the calm ceal'cd, and we made about five leagues in nine 
'hours; from nine to eleven again calm, then wind till one, when my horfe-tail el^ud 
voi.. xin. 53 apjfbareil 
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appeared anew. We founded but found no bottom. The pilot, who fimcied himfelf 
upon the Florida'Soundings, was thus in error, and I the more vexed on refleding that, 
although but fixty leagues from the Havannah, we had fcarcely effeded half our 
voyage ; what tirefome navigation I 

30th July. At four in th& evening of the 29th, a wind fprang up, which, from its 
direction, wcf recognized for a brifk and regular gale : this cqptinued till t];ic morning 
of Jthe 30th, when the wmd from land fucceeded. % obfervation we had now pafled the 
Florida Soundings, and all night long were on the look out to avoid Las Tortugas, an 
aifemblage of four or five fraall illands on the border of the foundings of the 
peninfula of Florida. All this day the Iky was over-caft, and we had feveral ihowers 
of rain. , , • * 

On vifiting my nopals' I found three leaves dead : I cleaned all the others, and dulled 
thetp to remove the white powder with which they had become covered. I likcwife exter- 
minated all {he fylvefter cochineals, wdiich had intermingled with the fine, ai^ which had 
fmothered a confiderablc number. Finding myfelf overftocked with thofe cacti of Vera 
Cruz, frightfully armed w'ith thorns, I threw thirteen of them into the fea ; after w'hich 
I dried the fylvcller cochineals I had colleded, in order to fend them to my father, and 
to Mefli s. Roftagin and J uflieu. While thus cleanfing my cherts, or rather iny gardens, 
I difeovered three chacheHas and a fcolopendra morfitans; fortunately thefe infedls are 
no devourers of cochineal, or otherwife adieu to my treafures. The employ I undertook 
was for fome time an amufement to me, though fatiguing. ^ 

31ft July. After lulling up the whole night long to avoid the Ihore, at day-break we 
difeovered the coart of Cuba, and had advanced twenty leagues into the channel : the 
next day we Ihould diftinguilh the Havannah, and two days affer be out of the Bahama 
channel ; a profpefl which alTurcd us a prompt return. . 

In the meantime our crew infilled on enterirfg the Havannah, but the captain and 
piyfelf could not confent to this, without running the greatert rilk, not only of our 
, liberty, but even of our lives ; we therefore determined on forcing obedience, and, in 
' cafe of any obftinate perfirtance on the part of the (hip’s company, to put the moft 
mutinous to death, at a preconcerted lignal. However violent fuch meafures may ap- 
pear, it mull be confidered that it could be of no confequence to our crew what port 
they made, whereas it was important for us to avoid the Havannah. 

Carried forward by the wind and current, by noon we were oppofitc to Bahia Konda, 
(Deep Bay) ; for two days wc had had the mort charming weather pollible for our 
voyage, but we had Hill four hundred leagues to fail, and had not yet attained the end 
of our toils. • 

In fa£l the wind increafed, and we had a terrible night. From the heavy lhocks,out 
fmairveffel received, I was fearful Ihc would founder. We lowered the fweeps of the 
forefail, and reefed the mainfaif^ I'pite of which the velTel rolled fo dreadfully that we 
were conftrained to lleep on the floor, an inconvenience, thanks to my apprenticelhip to 
travels, which was to ipe no great hardlhip. 

illAugurt. This morning, fpite of contrary winds, the currents having impelled* 
us all night long, we dirtinguilhed the table-land of Mariana ; and at four in the evening 
a frelh tack had carried us under the guns of the Moro cartle. From a diltancc I dif- 
tinguilhcd the cqtintry-houfe ef Senor Huet, the neighbourhood, and the Fort del 
Principe, the works of which lie had (hewn me. The day was fine j but a violent wind 
from the north-north-eart, occafioned us at fix in the evening to reef again our fails, 
which we had fpfead to the gale. An unlucky manoeuvre was near being fatal to us. All 
was noife \ and the men running about with preci{utancy increafed the evident alarm ; * 
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and for myfelf I experienced the greater dread from the confideratbn of my being fo 
rich, fo truly rich ; polTelfing what I had fo much coveted : I had no hich fears on my 
voyage to Mexico. 

2 d Auguft. The wind keeping at*north-eaft all the night through, we had made 
but little way by nine in the morning. This morning, the firft time I had ever feen a 
ftorm in thg morning in America, I was witnefs to one mofl: violent. Thd whole of the 
day, and all the fucceeding night, was a period of toil and fatigue, owing to our perpe- 
tual tacks. At three o'clock w'e diRinguilhed the pine-tree of Matanza. The fea ran 
dreadfully high; and we were the more loth to enter the mouth of the Bahama channel 
from our fails and rigging being in the worft poilible condition : here was a frelh evi- 
dence of Spanilh idlenefs. During the frequent* calms we hpd cxperiimced, nothing 
would have been more eafy than to have taughtened the Ihrouds ; and for want of this 
precaution, which 1 fo Rrongly but inededtually recommended, we were obliged today 
to, and lofe much time. 

3 d Auguft. After numerous tacks this day, the fea conftantly rough, we were fain 
at night to take Ihelter in the Bay of Matanza. 

This bay is nearly a league over at its mouth, by a depth of two. llirec rivers, or 
rather rivulets, empty themfelves into it. Towards evening we anchored about half-cable 
length from the ftiore. The fort a fquare building, flanked by four baftions, is about ftxty 
yards long. 1 ‘he curtain, which fronts the fea, is defended by a crown work, which 
feemed in excellent condition : 1 entered it as a conqueror, and found no centinels either 
at the barrier of the covered way, or at the gates, fo that without interruption I marched 
to the parade, where I found fix foldiers playing at cards : thefe without leaving their 
game, or alking me a^y queftions, fullered me as quietly to depart as 1 had 
entered! • 

However well fortified this caftle, it Teems to me of no other utility than to prevent a 
landing, and hinder merchant Ihips or privateers from taking in water ; for it could not . 
certainly withftand the fire of a fixty-four gun Ihip. . 

Matanza, (the Place of Slaughter) which lies at the bottom of the bay. Is an ill-built 
fpot, in a low, marfliy, moift, and unhealthy pofition : it has no trade, nor any cultivation 
about It. The people who inhabit it prefent the moft difgulting fpedfacle, and render it the 
fcenc of the moft abominable filth and frightful mifery : they are covered witl^ crabs 
of a monftrous fize, which prey on them, and which, in turn, ferve them for food. 
The village Hands at the union of two fmall ftreams, which ferve to float dowm timber, 
lor the Hayannah, from the interior of the country. A wretched redoubt of ftone, 
denommated a* caftle, Hands in front of the village, and defends the bottom of 
the Ijay. . 

We put into this miferable place merely for the purpofe of taughtening our Ihrouds, 
and taking in water ; but the defertion of a failor, and the drunkennefs of the pilot, 
delayed us two days. , 

5 th Auguft. This day 1 bought, at Matanza, fix cardinals, two ciris, two larks, and 
right other very pretty birds, of the names of which I am ignorant : 1 brought thence, 
likewife, a number of leaves of a cactus, called in our colonies, /a raquctle Efpagno!ey 
and the value of which 1 intended to prove by my cochineals. Again had 1 the mif- 
fortune to fee three leaves of my nopals rot : what loftes ! what reg^ at not having 
reached Santo Domingo ! 

6 th‘ and 7 th Auguft. At lenj^h we weighed anchor, and left the bay. On the 7th 
we were twenty leagues from Matanza. Our wretch of a pilot again ftcered a wrong 
courfe, owing to which we did not reach Los Martires before night, wnich we 
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ought to have made in the morning, in order to enter the mouth of the Baha ma 
channel. 

8th Auguft. In confequence of the error of the pilot we were obliged to luff up 
all night in a dreadful fea ; and it not till tlfc morning of the 8th, at five o’clock 
wc took a direft courfe N. E. with a wind from the S. E. 

The currents had carried us on fo far that by noon wc wer^ in latitude 6' ; thus 
nptwithfttmding the wind in courfe of the night, we had advanced forty-two leagues! 
The fea r^in high the whole day, but it became calmer in the evening. We had three 
feparate Ihowcrs. 

This day we caught a booby, the plumage of whicli was brown without any fpots, 
its beak blue,^its eyes ficry^ and capable of direftion with cafe towards the beak, which 
renders it of frightful afpecl : its legs and feet of a chamois colour After examination I 
gaye it liberty. . 

glh Aiirfuft. Had tlie wind been favourable wc might this day have got out of the 
channel, but blowisg from the north-eaft we were obliged to lull' up through the night, 
.fleering on a north-we/l and fouth-eafl courfe, for fear of runnijig on the flioals, right 
and left. I’hc fun role with a horixon covered with clouds, a prognoftic, in thefe feas 
of bad weather, which failed not in this inftance : we had a dreadful fea, the wind fuffb! 
eating, the waves of monftrous fize dafhing againfl the fliip ; and the natural clafli 
occafioned by the oppofition of the wind and current, made a terrible nolle. We con- 
ftantry luffed up in the fame dircclion, but ftill advanced thirty-five leagues. Such 
indeed is the force of the current, that however high the fea may run, it never breaks 
with that furge noticed in other leas, but each wave, impelled varioufly and in adverfe 
direction by the wind and current, and uath equal power by'cach, riles in a p)yaniidal 
form, and finks with a crafli on its bafe: it may hcn«c readily be conjeflured how 
great^the labour and fatigue to which the* fliip and its crew in thefe parts are 
_ expofed. 

In order to form an opinion of the origin and effccl of the famous current which carried 
us along, we muft refleft that this channel is the vafl outlet of the waters of the Gulphs of 
Honduras and Mexico, and the more fouthem feas, as well as of the accumulations thefe 
gulfs receive from the rivers Amazon, Orinoco, Madelena, Miffiflippi, and an infinity of 
others of inferior volume. The w aters of thefe feas and rivers, confined by the barrier 
formed by the archipelago of the Caribbcc Iflands caft and weft, rufh forward to the 
channel of Bahama, the deepcfl of all, no doubt, formed by the different iflands, and thus 
find an exit into the north, lea. In a dead calm this current runs four knots an hour 
with a contrary wind four and a half. The Trident, a Spanifh fliip nf war, of fixty 
guns, was on one occafion adverfi ly carried from before tlie Havannah, notwithflaRditig 
fhe'had the wind abaft, and all fails fet as far as off the coafl of Carolina, without being 
able to Hem the flood. . * ® 

The fea was fo frightful during the night that we merely hoifled the mainfail. The 
wind was eafl, our direction north, and according lo my computation, the current ran 
wcflerly ; this caufed me to imagine that by drifting we Ihould run towards the coafl: 
thrice did I feci an inclination to make the obfervation to the captain, and as often was 
1 prevented from the fear of palling for an importunate and ridiculous interferer. It was 
not long however before 1 had to repent of my filly modelly, for by two in tlie morning 
the captain, or rather terror perfonified, came to weaken me: he was in tears, and in 
perfeft dcfpair. What is the matter, captain ? Male futnus, perdili fumus, we are all loft' 
How fo, what 1^ the matter ? Hay fundo, we have foundings ! . In fiift the piummet had 
been thitwn, and forty fathoms was the refult, the wind as well as the current bearing 
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on Ihorc. l^acicncia, paciencia, faid I. I went oh deck, and^now aiTuming more boldnefa 
and confidence, I advifed our fleering fouth-wefl. The captain, the pilot, and mate, 
agreed with me in opinion: we tacked, and in Icfs than two hours were out of 
foundings. 

loth Augufl. The fun i*ofe, lowering with a fadly 'portentous forabresso of thick 
black clouds. A number of gulls and other fea-birds flew towards Ihore at the fight. 
My birds* picked up ificir focxl- haftily ; and the fong of niy larks, infallible baflandras, 
forebodt^d a perilous day, and in fact fqualls and hurricanes fucceeded one the Sther 
with the gnatefl rapidity. 1 was fearful we fliould not be able to take an obfervation ; 
but fortunately a gleam of 1‘unfliinc allowed us to afeertain our latitude, which was 29® : 
thus, as 1 told the captain would be found the cal'e, the veQel, fpite of oppofite winds, 
had, by the mere force of the current, drifted more than tweftty league!, and carried us 
through the channel. Now was the rime to fleer for Europe, had we that courfe to 
take ; but w'e were bound for Sr. Domingo, where, not only on my own* account, but 
alfo on account of my infects, which iiad light only once in four-a^d-twenty hours, I was 
fo anxious to arrive. 

1 nil Augufl. The violence of the wdnd gradually abated, the fea was pretty calm,, 
the heavens fcrenc, but llic currents had borne us forty-four leagues to the north-north- 
eall. 'J’hc wind veered towards the fouth in fuch manner as to premife we might be 
able to fliape an caftwacd courfe, after which we fliould only have to leflen our latitude 
III order to roc.ch St. i)omingo, where with the wind abaft we might arrive in a 
?ve<.k. 

We I’ound ourfelves this day in 3 1“ 30', on par'^llel'with Charleftown, Carolina. At 
four in the afternoon? caught a bird, called by the Spaniards liuofa, the larus of 
Linr.cr , ^ 

iriib Augufl. Calms prevailed tiH evening: the little wind occafionally breathed 
was from the loulh-weil. We Itecred, S. E. by E. At three the w'hid freflieued iu the 
fame quarter, and we direCc d our ( t'urfe fouth-cafl. 

f3ih and 141!) Aagufl. '1 he wind gradually increafed on the 13th, fo as to allovif 
our inakiiig lour knots an hour. Ou t!;e 14th at noon we were becalmed, but a, gentle 
gale Iprupg up at four. Our latitude this lafl day was 31" 6 '. 

The whnie t.f the larii we fpread all our canvas to catch the little wind that blew. 
Our failo.’ s again caugiit a tiburo. Their avidity for this wretched filh, characterizes, at 
oiice, their lazinels and want of tulle : being eafy to catch, they prefer it to the dorado, 
a fifli exquilitoly delicate, but which vvouid iiave required more pains to lake. They 
devoureif the, whole of it in one d:iy, notwithftanding it weigked upwards of thirty 

Augufl. A light wind from the fouth-wefl advanced us two or tlirce leagues 
in courfe of the night, but was fuccccdcd the whold of the following day by a dead 
calm ; a cruel calm, which threuened the frullration of all iny toilfome, tedious 
labours ! Four more of iny nopals I I'ounu tins day had pei ilhed, one of them with three 
■ young leaves, and an ample progeny of young cochineal. What on tliis, as on I'railar 
occalions, furprifed me greatly, my misfortunes proceeded conflantly from the piants 
too weak to refifl the injuries of the lea uir and their confinement, and not from the 
infecls, as 1 the niofl expcclcd, but which jirnved to be, extremely patienr, and altoniih- 
iiigly hardy : not one of them died 5 1 had therefore confidcrable i cai'on for (elf- 
grafulation, on having collected three other fpecies of caCli at Campeachy, all of which 
aifurded nourifhment to the cochiiicai, though more fparingly and with lefs ativaatage 
than the nopal. 
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At fun-fet, the wind conO:aDtly feeble, lifter veering from the fouth-weft to the fouth- 
eafr, funk into a calm. 

1 6th Augufr. The wind ftill fouth-eaft : after lufHng fome time we fteered nearly 
fouth-wefl;, advancing about half a league an hbur. At eleven at night the wind 
freflicned. ' 

17th Auguft. Saw to leeward a frigate and another armed vcffel, in conjpany with 
four (hips under colours with red and white ftripes, and a number of goletras. Wc 
hoifled a red flag with a Burgundy crofs, and fired a gun : they made fail tor us ; and 
the frigate, mounting thirty guns, and commanded by Captain Cherry from Now 
York, placed us between him and his galley, in which were eight men, with four 
cannonades ready levelled, and with matches lighted. She hailed us in Englifli : wo 
were able to anfwer in Spanifh only. She then failed round our flera to our 
{larboard fide. The frigate pvit out her boat with an officer and fix men on board ; 
but the officer underflanding no other than the Englifh language, could but give us 
the longitude, which,was 75“ 17' W. of Paris. We fhewed him our pafTports from 
Vcra.Cruz, and our regiftcr ; and after fignifying that we came from that port, we 
prefented him fome provifions, fuch as potatoes, bananas, and calalon, with which he 
left us perfedlly fatisfied. What however is lingular enough, we omitted to enquire 
the name of the commander of this fmall fquadron, and which party it efpoufed, that 
of the Englifh or the rebels : we were however led to conclude that it was the former, 
from his telling us his velfel, formerly the Bollon, was now called the Daphne. 
The four velTels under efcort, all of them mounted royals ; the firft 1 had ever feen. 

We continued our courfe N.E. The full moon, on rifing, brought us wind with 
fhowers ; and 1 conflantly found that every change of the moon was accompanied by 
fimilar variations. 

1 8tlj,^ Auguft. The laft obfervation was more clearly verified this day. At three in 
the mo'riiing we had a brilk wind and rain, and fucceflive fhowers coming from every 
point of the compafs. The whole of the morning we were croffed by contrary w’iuds, 
and obliged to tack every inftant. At noon the wind incrcafed, blowing firft from the 
foufh, and afterwards from the fouth>weft. A gloomy fky now threatened a ftorm : 
the wind ftill increafed, and fome rain fell. We deemed it right to lower our ftay<fail 
and reef the main-fail ; but wc loft much precious time by our vain alarm, for 
the ftorm blew over, and the night was fine. From noon we had advanced about a 
league and a half an hour ; and caught a fifh the gajicros-terus of Linne. 

19th Auguft. A curfed calm from three in the morning till nine. At tliis hour, 
and till the next day, we had wind from the fouth, and fteered north-eaft by call, 
advancing but three knots an hour. ^ * 

A colony of fmall migratory fifh followed us on the right and left of our rudder, 
confiftiiig of perch, gajlcros lerus^ and pilot fifh. Thefefhoals of inhabitants, from a 
different hemifphere, which arc occafionally feen in different feas, refemble fo many 
wandering colonics feeking an afylum. Do they encounter a fhip, to them it feems a 
rock, a bank, an ifland, a ftiore : they conflantly find food in its vicinage, and exertion 
in fwimming, unncceffar)' borne as they are in its wake. At Icmgth the veffel arrives, 
and the colonics fhift to their quarters. 

aoth Auguft. The wind blowing N. E. by E. we fleered S. W. by W.; it after- 
wards veered to the fouth wavering. We made fcarcely three knots an hour. This flow 
failing is little lefs vexatious than a calm, but more advantageous. We had to-day no 
tain } the ^ilot reckoned us in the longitude of the point of Mezy, in latitude three 
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degrees twenty-one minutes *, fo that we were yet two *hundred-dnd-hfty leagues at 
leaft, from our dellination : the land we fought for thus feeming to fly before us. 
Indeed it appeared to me, that the qtptain and pilot had aded very wrong in fuffering 
us to be carried by the current from the Bahama channel, to fo high a latitude as 
thirty-three degrees. I make no doubt that the elevation of our latitude above what 
we need have made ity was the caufe of our being fubjeft to all the calms and contrary 
winds we had experienced ; as, if we had avoided the current, in latitude twenty-aght 
degrees, we fliould have been fecure of the trade winds much earlier, and *at any rate, 
if we had coafted by the Lucayos, fliould have been certain of land breezes. The 
captain, in anfwer to my obfervation, pretended that on the day we were in latitude 
twenty-eight degrees the wind was unfavourable to our 'making eafl^ard ; but this 
lame cxcufc was contradicted by my journal. The wind on that day was eaft, and 
by fleering fouth, the compofitc aftion of the eafl wind* and the current, 'which Ami to 
the north, would afluredly have borne us in a fouth-eaft direftion. 

This day I had to regret the lofs of other nopals ; and I feTt it the more bitterlj 
from the circuraftance of the irapoflibility of fixing the infe£ls attached to the dead 
plants on any other, as will appear in the appendix, wherein I treat of the cochineal 
infeO:. 

I was perfeftly in defpair, and almoft gave up the hope of being able to tranfport my 
little colony in health and fafety to Santo Domingo, the caufe of which I could only 
attribute to the length of our voyage and the want of friends, which had prevented my 
making more favourable arrangements. • 

2ift Auguft. Thisdiiy the wind, which during the night had blown but gently 
N. E. jjy E., at fix in the morning veering to the N. E., blew with greater force, 
and we advanced five or at leafl fous knots an hour, and found ourfelves in the 
longitude of Cape Nicholas Mole, latitude twenty-nine degrees forty-nine imnutes 
north. The Iky was beautiful, a line of clouds branching in flips fine as the flax 
which is fpun from the difluif, in the direction north and fouth indicated, at length the * 
fpeedy prcfencc of the winds for which we fighed. Should they continue favourable 
but only fix days, they will carry us to Cape I'’ran9ois. 

I obferved Mercury an hour before fun-rife, in the conflellation Cancer. 

2 2d Augufl. While running N. N. E. t, at the rate of five or fix knots an hour, 
the wind increafed to fuch a degree, that by five in the evening we were obliged to 
lower our tops and reef our main-fail. At noon by obfervation, we were in latitude 
twenty-eigfet degrees forty-four minutes, and in the longitude of Tortuga. The fun 
rofe through a I-ed and lowering atinofphcre. At fetting it was entirely obfeured by 
vapour, which covered the horizon in every direftion. ^ 3 

At ten, nolwilhftanding we had lowered our tops and top-gallants, we failed at the 
rate of five knots. The waves beat with a deep and hollow found againft the fides of 
the velTel, and (hook it by the violence of their percuflion : twenty times did they 
break over the deck, and a violent rain failing at the fame time, ‘we were fain to clofe 
?he hatchways, and put up all our dead lights. I endeavoured to fleep, but in v ain, 
one could refl no where. Every billow threw the fhip on her beam-ends, and not any 
thing could be kept fleady on the deck. The fea ran dreadfully high: our fragile 
veffcl was now raifed an hundred feet from the level, aiid now engulphed in a hollow 
abyfs, while the noife of the winds in the rigging was equal to the roaring of thunder. 

* This is an error, it (hould be 33”, zi' as is feen by what follows. Traks. 

* f It fliould be, as the fignal fliews, S. S. W., that is the diredlly uppuhte rhumb. Trans. 
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I wifhcd much to contemplat'e this horrible fcenc, but there was no keeping the deck ; 
and what, in fad, could be feen in a night as dark as Erebus ? We diftributed brandy 
to our men, who feemed in fpirits, and fang in ijiidft of the ftorin *, while we were 
a prey to the moft alarming apprchenflons. At firft, I was inclined from this circuin- 
ftance to conclude that the danger was not imminent, but the folace of this fancy 
endured but for a moment.^ I refleded on the nature of theft beii^s, fo tlifi'crently 
modified to us, and blamed my firft conclufion. ” 

23d Augiift. Day beamed, yet brought us no alleviation, for the tempeft raged 
with undiminifhed violence. The impetuous winds howled in the fnrouds, dark clouds 
overhanging obfeured the whole horiaon, and the fea ran mountain high. Our crew 
were harrafted fo death, the captain dejeded, our rigging flack, and our fails in fliivers; 
every thing, in fliorr, made us dread exceedingly a night like that we paft, w'hile, fpitv^ 
of fo'me reddened clouds in the weft, towards fix in tlie evening, which we were 
willing to hail as a prefage of a calm, or at leaft an abatement of the tempeft, the 
winds feemed to redouble their force, and a heavy ftorra of rain continued till 
midnight. 

24th Auguft. This morning, though the fca ftill ran very high, the violence of the 
wind had fomewhat abated: it blew now from tile fouth-fouth-eaft. On rifing I dif- 
tinguifhed a gleam of fun-fliinc ftiooting through fomc light clouds ; and as the day 
advanced the fun fhewed itfelf at intervals, and enabled us to take the latitude at 
noon, which we found to be twenty-fix degrees twenty-eight minutes : our longitude 
was that of the Weftern-Cape of Maguana, fo that, notwithftanding the ftorm, as 1 had 
premifed, we had loft nothing of our longitude, and on the otter hand, had diininiftied 
our latitude by nearly fifty leagues. We fleered call-north-caft t, certainly. a bad 
courfc, for had we diredod the vclfcl to the fouth, wc ftiduld in two days had Maguana 
under our lee, and in three days after might have made the Cape, from whicli wc v\ ere 
'only a hundred-and-twenty leagues diftant. 

* Though I have mailc feven voyages at fca, I never was witnels to fuch dreadful 
weather, unaccompanied with lightning and thunder. The ftorm had driven from us 
moft of the fhoal of colonifts which furrounded our rudder, for of all their number 
remained only two fmall white pilot-fifli, and two large black perch, hly parrot, and 
indeed all my birds, foreboded the had weather by their agitation, fluttering, and 
louder and hoarfer notes than ufual. 1 loft none of them. My jalop fuflered fo inuch 
as to make me apprehenfive of its pcrifhing ; but fortunately my iufecls and nopals 
received Icfs injury than I expciiled. My firft objeft was the prefervation of flie former, 
for I conjeftured that 1 might meet with nopals in the King’s garden. 

25th Auguft. I’he wind blowing caft-north-caft, wc fleered foiith till noon, when 
it appeared by obfervation, wc were in twenty-fix degrees twenty-five minutes, 
and on the meridian of the Caicos. The winds variable and light throughout 
the day. 

26th Auguft. Calms and contrary winds again fettered us to thefe fcas : it fecmctl 
as if we were never to be releafed from our captivity, and as though the captain and 
pibt were in league to prolong it. I’hc laft fault they were guilty of was in not 
making w'ay to leeward by a weft-fouth-vveft courfc ; we fliould, it is true, by this 
xneans have got lower down than Maguana, but by help of the fouth-wcfl winds, 

• Ma r(/b tfperio fl-poco tcinc . 

Che dorm’ al ftion* del roar die freme 
O ful’ prora cantando va. Her stasio. 

f It fhodd be E. S. H. the enrrent running S. W. Trans. 


which 



TH ■UAI0MV1LL&*S TRAVELS To^OUAXACA. 873 

which aftenrards prevailed, we (hould have recovered our latitude *, and have advanced 
eighty leagues on our way. It certainly was moft vexatious to have been upwards ot 
ftree months at fell, and have run nearly two thoufand leagues, to fetch a place but 
five hundred leagues in a dired line 4 x>m our point of departure. 

At nighfhowev w we had weftwardly winds, but fo feeble, as alfo on the two following 
days, that fcarcely proceeded at tne rate of a league an hour. This however was 
a better fate than befdl us on the 29th, when we had a dead calm. 

27th Auguft. At nine in the morning this day we l^ncied we difeemed a*fiielf, 
a white band thirty toifes long t, was feen nearly in the diredion we were failing. 
Was this the trunk of fome enormous tree, fuch as is fometimes feen in the Gulf of 
Mexico,? Was h foine velTel which had capfifo'l ? Round it, was feen a number of (harks, 
and (kinuning about flocked a variety of fea-fowl, whence*! conjediired it to be the 
carcaie of fome vaft monfter of the fea. The captain, againh my will, as I regretted 
the lofs of fo much precious time, (leered towards it, and approached rit withfn the 
diftance of thirty fathoms, but at a hundred we already difliuguiflicd what it was by 
the putrid fmcll it exhaled. One fingle piece of this leviathan*appearcd to be fifteen 
fathoms long, befidcs which were feven or eight continuous but disjund pietes’of 
from two to three fathoms in length : the breadth of it was feven fathoms, and its 
thicknofs, befides al^out three feet which floated out of the water, from fix to feven 
fathoms. It had been rotting, no doubt, a confiderable length of time, for it refembled 
nothing but a bide blown out, mKhapen, and without trace of any form ; the* entrails, 
•floating on the water like the laments of mollufcm, extended in network the fpace of 
eighty feet : many feparate parts were feen about it at the difiance of about twenty 
fathoms from the nvain piece : we clearly diftinguiflted the whole to be rotten fle(h 
notwTthdanding a greafy froth of dazzling whitenefs floated all around.*” Some parts 
of the carcafcwerc of a blac'ki/h hue. and gore like : the whole undulated irregularly 
with the water, whence I concluded that the bony frame was diflblvcd, and that, of 
courfe, tlic monfier mufi have long been dead. But again, to what enormous anitftal 
could thefe vafi relics Itave belonged ? This it is the province of our illufirious Pliny** 
to decide, of him to whom is known the whole furprifing volume of natuni’s grand 
pioduflions. 

This day the jDbfervation at noon gave for our latitude twenty-fix degrees twenty- 
one minutes : our loiigitude was the meridian of Fort Dauphin. 

30th Augufi. Our latitude this day was twenty-five degrees twelve minutes norlh : 
<nir longitude that of the Caicos. At fix in the evening, a gale fprang up. During 
the calm, a Qock of birds, frigates, gulls, lari, and boobies, availed themfelvcs of the 
purfuit, on the part of dorados and boniios of the flying-fifli, to make them in turn their 
prey. The fea was beaten and covered for the fpace of a league by the flying-fi(h, 
jilternaiely in the air atid the fea, by the bonitos, who purfued them, and the winged 
tribes wliich caught thefe latter from the furface. Who has ever feen the king hunt- 
ing in the plains of Choify, Mount Rouge, or St. Denis ? Here game enclofed is driven 
from all quarters as into an enclofure : the hunt is a hunt nb longer, but the field of 
(port aflaughier-houfe : fuch was the hunt of the doradoes and birds. 

The afpeft of heaven was through the whole night frightful : here dingy clouds, 
there grey were furrowed by inceffant ila(hes of vivid lightning : the wind fouth-eafi ; 
our courfe fouth-wefi by welt 

’3iftAugu(t. This day we. were unable to take an obfervation : the (ky dill over, 
cafi, the wind lefs firong, after palling tothefouth again, veered to the eafi. Ap unfor- 

* It (hould be longitude. Tkams. t >90 feet Englilh. t 'UufFon, 

VOL. XIU. e T 


tunatt 



tjA DE MENONvatE's. TRAVELS TO OUAXACA. 

* ft 

tunate fwell from the north had prevented our enjoying reft or comfort, whe^er by day 
or night, for four preceding days. 

ift September. This day at noon we found ourfelves in iatitude twenty-five degrees, 
twenty^four minutes. The vdnd, conftantly caft>f(i>uth-eaft, feetUed regular, and con- 
tinuous. We hoped to fee Mtaia Juana, called otherwife Maguanai but not fuccced- 
ing in our expectations, laid to, for fear of running on the Iballows. j^Some few drops 
of rain fell this day. 

ad Septeniber. This morning we proceeded on our courfc at five o'cbek, and at 
fix hoifted our fquare fail, or fail of fortune, fteering weft-fouth-weft to make the land; 
At length, at eight o’clock, we perceived to windw.vd feme extremely low lands, 
bounded by reefs, on which jhe forges breaking, rofe to upwards of twenty feet ; this 
at leaft w'e computed, as at four leagues off the breakers refembled the latten fails of 
fiihermen. We thought thefe lands the Caicos, and flattered ourfclves with reaching 
the Cape next day : the land, however, turned out to be Moguana, as was verified, not- 
withftanding the different opinion of the pilot and captain, our joint obfervaiions fhewing 
the latitude twenty-two degrees, twenty minutes, the exad latitude of Moguana. 

So many errors on the part of my conduclors encouraged me to offer advice. I re- 
commended the captain to run on oppofite tacks, in order to double the Henea^^as to 
windward, feeing we were fteering direCl upon them. lie heeded mo not, but laid to. 
What was the confequence ? At eight in the morning wo faw Little Heneaga : it was 
miftakeU for the Caicos, and we did not change our courfe. At noon, land ! land ! was 
called out. Some faid it was Tortuga, feme the Main: neither were in the right: it 
was Greater Heneaga, along which we were obliged to coalt from caft to weft the 
whole afternoon, in order to double it to leeward, with the difa,dvantage of a wind in 
oppofition to the currents. 

In coafting along Greater Heneaga, entirely fiujounded by ftioals, while from three 
to four leagues from fliorc, we faw bottom a-hcad : terror now was general, and tlic 
clamour ufual on fimilar occafions with Spaniards, ferved only to increafe the alarm. 
Scarcely had we time to tack about. This would indeed have been a wreck in port, 
and, thanks to the drunkennefs and inexperience of our pilot, who, notwithftaniiing, 
reckoned himfdf a very clever fellow, we were in this inftancd|ilaced in greater danger 
than we had experienced before throughout the whole three months of our voyage. 

4th September. The wind blowing llrong from the north-caft, we kept under fail 
all night, and in the morning, by ten, got fight of the head-lands of St. Domingo. 

At noon I recognized Point Jean Rabcl and Gape Fou to the fouthward. I was 
exceedingly affeded, for 1 had reckoned on reaching the Cape that day, which it now 
was impoffiblc we ihould do while the wind blew from rhe quarter it did. The vexa-> 
tion prevented my eating any dinner : the captain, noticing this, enquired the cauVe 
with much folicitude and kindnefs. I feized the opportunity prefented to me by this 
queftion, to entreat him to land meat Saint Nicholas Mole, offering to pay all the 
charges of anchorage and port dues his compliance might occafion : he was grieved 
even to tears at the thought. He faid, that the moment was at hand when we muft fc- 
parate. "What, obferved I, did you then imagine we were never to part ? Have we 
not through the whole courfe of life conftantly before us examples of reparations in all 
men from every objed of their /ondeft attachment, reparations which every one of 
them but precurfors of others ?. Do we not fee that nothing is durable, nothing 
ftable ? Alas, my friend, this is an eftabliflted law to which of ncceflity we muft fob- 
mit dther with good-will or per force ! You have been kind to me in extreme : the 
talk your ^nerous heart preferibed has been moft amply accomplilhed ; would to 

5 Heaven 
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Heaven I veae able to render you ftill more eflential ferviees ; yes^ my future talk 
fliall be to Ihew my gratitude by every pollible means. 

ITie captain lillened to.-reafon, and readily agreed to fteer for tbe Mole, though Hill 
in melancholy mood, fioon, however, the pleafure of being on land earlier than he 
expe£fod, and of not ^having to buflFet with the waves for two or three days longer, 
which poflihly it ^jiduld Jake him to reach the Cape, in cafe the winds Ihould not be- 
come more favourable, unruffled his brow, and vve enteredtthe bay of the Mole, ejfcli 
alike gay andycheerful ; as for me, I was lb pleafingly fiirprized to fee myfclf on St. 
Domingo, that I rubbed my eyes, and dreaded to wake from a dream. 

My firft care was to wait upon M. de la Valficre, the King’s lieutenant, at Saint 
Nicholas Mole. I informed him who 1 was, andVhat the of thew^oyage 1 had 
undertaken. lie loiided me with kindnd's, fought how to render me fervice by 
every means, and punillied according to their merits fontc faiiors who had given "me, 
caufe of complaint. I had here alfo the good fortune of forming an acquaintance 
with Mellrs. Dunfteville and Duinanoir, of the engineer fervice, who Ihcwed me the 
groatcll civility. • * 

I now wrote to the intendant of the colony, but burning with impatience to reach 
Port au Prince, without waiting Ins anfwer, I availed myfelf of the offer of M. dc 
Vaffal to repair thither, in a King’s galley, which he commanded. Wc failed on the 
ly th September, and on the 25th arrived at Port au Prince. • 

'i he intendant gave me a moll kind and gracious reception : he ordered payment of 
the^ two thouland livres due to me, according to the (Jireftion of the miniHer ; and 
inpreovcr, gave me an appointment under himfelf, with a thoufand crowns a-year. 

Ihc pleafure 1 felt at fcj'ing my friends again, the fatigue I endured on my voyage, 
the change ol air and diet, all combined, occafioned me a llcknefs of more than fix 
weeks duration. • ^ 

As foon as 1 recovered, I wrote to my parents and friends. I forwarded a relation ' 
of my voyage to the miniller, and difpatchcd the firfl fpecimens of the plants I had 
brought from Mexico lor the King’s garden ; but all thefe were loll with Captain 
Cillet, on his return from the Capo, whither he had come in the Poftillon of Rochelle, 
w ith ill lirlt intelligence of ah embargo. 

My Spanilh captain, from whom I thoughtlefsly feparated myfelf at the Mole, while 
he was careening his boat, without taking leave, revenged himfelf of my incivility, in a 
manner highly honourable to himfelf, by fending me back a bill for fifty-four dollars, 
which I len^hiin before my departure, that is to fay, fourteen to repay advances he had 
made me, and forty which I held it my duty to pay him for my paffage. I much re- 
■gi:ettcd and Hill remember with ihe liveliclt affedion, this excellent and obliging young 
man, whom I never can think of without inquietude, as lince our parting I have*not 
once heard from him, notwitlilfaiuHng his promife of correfponding with me. May 
1 never hear but good news of this youth, to whom I was indebted for my return 
however accompanied, as it happened to be, with tedious toil and danger! * 

• Idid not enjoy the fvveet .nrifing from the fuccefs of my expedition without feme 
bitter muigled in the cup. I had efiefted a matter of public utility, and could but be- 
come a butt for the arrows of envy ; ftill the fhaft which ftruck the deepeft, and caufed 
the greateft pain, was an infmuatton attributed to have been circulated by the Spanilh 
captain, by a man fo truly my friend, that 1 had Jiolcn my cochineal. 

It was however impoflible that any fuch like cliargc could have been made by the 
captain ; for, leparate from his being moft itlFedionatelv attached to mt*, 1 never had 
t0id inm lo i but, on the contrary, as was the truth, that I had bought them at four 

• different 
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A'ffeiient places ip Mexico? andthave fuch opmioiiofhis honi>wr,as iSiwe ^eoboJcf 
as little be guilty of fkifehood as of calumny. If it be faid, however, that the t^tam 
might have committed fuch a double outragCf^for bis own dei^ce^ and - 19 oitJer t® 
■di/cuJpate bimfoifin the eye^ of the Spanifb nation, for being. an accomplice io caiTjmsg 
off the prize, I mud anfwer, that while at the Cape he could not have^J^een in^ pie- 
dicament requiring fuch procedure ; nor even if were in bus own county do 1 
b(iUeve that any charge qc fuch account could be alledged againil him, fincc, how- 
ever fevere the laws which prohibit the exportation of dry cochineal, there are none 
which forbid the tranfport of it alive. There is not, therefore, the llighteft likelihood 
that this dart was lanced by the capuin ; no, it was the poifoned javelin of a fecret 
enemy, fome foq, to my, tcanqdlllity, or rather of. ibme infamous mifcreants who’ look 
on all that is meritorious only with invidious eyes. 

And after all, oan it be imfagined, if it bad been impoffible for me to have purchafed 
this precious infedl, an infe£t I was fo anxious to naturalize in our country, that I 
ikould endure thfc'abordon of my projed on account of a falfe and ridiculous delicacy ? 
Med affuredly I ^ould nor, any more than a favagc coming to France in fearch of 
grain, with which to enrich the limd of his birth. 

After fuch an avowal, doubtlefs my teftimony will admit of credit ; but more may 
be faid : have I at any time paffed with any one for a fool or an ideot ? and lliould 1 
defeTve tq be efteemed other in dealing a matter, precious certainly in my eyes, but 
which might be dbtained for a mere triHe,and.in thus expofing myfelf to the attacks, the 
mortification, the obloquy, which mud naturally follow ? In faA, what at the firll; cufl:im- 
houfe could I have arawered, on being interrogated, how I had got his produfiiou ? A 
lie in fuch cafe would not have been lefs dangerous than a ronfeQion hurtful : 1 .houki 
have been expofed to the lofs of the whole fruit of my travels, and in the eyes of 
Spaniards have incurred an opprobrium more^painful to me than death. 

I think I do not deceive myfelf with refpeft to right and wrong. To have dolen 
the cochineal would, in my opinion, have been an a^ of focial injudice, as far as re- 
gards the cultivator whofe garden I might have defpoiled, an injudice which 1 fought 
to avoid, and I think fuccefsfully ; for by buying it, I only committed a wron" againd 
the nation from whom I bore ,it away : now, in my pofition, I regarded myfi-.f as the 
prototype of a different nation, on whom nature has bedowed the fame prerogatives, 
the fame right to her favours ; and if, after offering payment for the cochineal at what- 
ever price might have been iinpofed, all the Indians to whom I might have applied had 
combined to refufe iny requed, I lliould then have confidered myfelf, as,, in cafe of 
war, abfolved from the redri£Iions of focial laws ; but in infringing them, in carrying 
away by dratagem what had been denied to entreaty, I would have compenfated the 
indi vidual towards whom I might be guilty of a real injury, and have covered with 
piaders the ground from which 1 bore off my prize. 

From the fentiments which thus with the utmod dneerity I have expofed, let it be 
judged ' * have ought wherewith to reproach myfelf. Were I to decide, from my 
heart diould I grin acquittal ; but on a fubjed fo delicate, and involving myfelf, I mim 
leave with others to decide. 


Stem tnd Preftovt 
Loaiion. 
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